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There exists a close connection
between the worship of Subrama-
nnya and that of the serpant, The
common name Subba or Subba-
raya found among the Telgus,
Kannadigas and Tamil people is
explained to be both a contraction
of Subramannya and a synonym
for serpant. The sixth day of a
lunar month (¥81) is held as
peculiarly sacred to Subramannya
as to the serpant God. He is riding
on a peacock. His marriage with
the forest maid Valliyammam and
the fact that his most famous
temples are on the hill tops show
that he is connected with the
~ ancient Iree and serpant worship.

i~ & el s

OFRGTH —  Rag  fFengT—

9%93— Y8 9¥3— There is a
popular belief that Muruga mani-
fests himself in the form of
serpants to exhibit his grace to
bis devotees. Paripadal refers to
a fearfult sight of a five headed

serpant and its tender young one
which frightened the young devo-
tees at the temple of Tiruppara-
mkundram. It is intercsiing to
note that this fearful sight was
later discovered to be a waler
flower nestling on the hill pool.
Anyhow the imaginary fear su-
ggests the cxistence of belief in
five headed scrpants in the
abodes of Muruga -
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