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... Megha was already a Shankar devotee.
When he got attached to Sai’s feet, he looked on Sai
Nath as Shankar! He was his Uma Nath.

Megha continuously chanted ‘““Sai-Shankar”
day and night, and his inner self was merged in this
form. His mind was pure and free of sin.

He became a dedicated devotee of Sai. He felt
that Sai was Shankar Himself. His chant of “Shankar

- Shankar” reverberated. He did not believe in any
other Deity.

Worship of Sai was worship of God to him.
Sai was his Girija Raman. With this idea firmly
rooted in his mind, Megha remained always happy.

Shankar likes ‘bel’ leaves; but there were no
‘bel’ tree in Shirdi. Therefore, Megha went for a
koss or koss-and-a-half to fulfil his desire of offering
these leaves.

For him a koss or two was nothing. He was
ready even to cross a mountain for ‘bel’, for he
would have fulfilled his desire to do pooja as he
wanted it to be done.

He would bring the ‘bel” from long distances,
get together all the pooja paraphernalia completely,
and then worship all the village Deities, one by one.
He would offer to all according to the proper rituals.

After that, he would come immediately to the
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Masjid, lovingly bow to Baba’s seat, wash His feet
etc. and then drink the water as tirth...

On one Makar Sankranti day, he felt like
anointing Baba’s whole body with sandalwood paste
and then giving Him a bath with the Godavari water.

He pestered Baba for permission, so Baba
said, “Go and do as you desire”. So, immediately
Megha took a copper vessel and set out for the water.

Early in the morning, before sunrise, Megha
took the empty copper vessel and without an
umbrella or chappals, set out to get water from the
Godavari.

The entire distance, for coming and going,
was about eight koss. It did not even occur to him to
think of the exertion and strenuous efforts he would
have to make.

Megha was not at all worried about this. He set
out on getting the permission. When there is a strong
determination, there is a great joy in performing the
task.

When he thought of giving a bath to Sai with
the Godavari water he was not bothered about the
strenuous efforts or the exhaustion. His firm faith
was his support.

So be it. He brought the water and poured
it into a wide-mouthed copper pot. He began to
persuade Baba to get up for the bath, but Baba did
not agree.

“The noon aarati is over and the people have
gone to their homes. All the preparations for the bath
have been made and it is afternoon,” said Megha.

Seeing Megha’s great insistence, then Sai in
sport and as if in a mock fight, took Megha’s hand in
His hands and said,

“I do not wish to bathe in the Godavari waters?
How immature can you be! Why does a fakir like me
want Ganga water? What is it to me?”

But, Megha was not prepared to listen at all,
since he believed that Baba was his Shankar. He
only knew that Shankar is pleased with the Ganges
waters.

He said, “Baba to-day is the festival of Makar
Sankranti. When Shankar is given bath with the
waters of the Ganges, He is propitiated.”

Then, considering his love and his adamant
resolution, Baba said, “Fulfil your wish”, as Megha
was pure of heart.
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After saying that He got up and sat down
on the low stool made ready for the bath. He bent
forward His head and said, “Pour just a little water.

Out of all the limbs, the head is the most
important. Pour a little water on it. It is as good as
having a full bath. At least listen to that much.”

Agreeing to do so, Megha picked up the pot.
He was so overwhelmed with love while pouring
it on the head that he emptied it completely while
shouting “Har Ganga”, and poured it on the whole
body.

Megha was greatly joyful. “My Shankar has
bathed with His clothes on”, he said, as he put down
the empty pot. When he looked, he was greatly
surprised.

Though he had poured the water on the whole
body, only the head was wet. All the other limbs
were absolutely dry. There was not even a drop of
water on the clothes.

Megha’s pride was crushed. Those who were
around were surprised! Shri Sai thus gratifies the
fond fancies of His devotees!...

There is another story of Megha, which will
please the listeners very much. Seeing Sai’s love for
His devotees, the listeners will be pleased.

A big picture of Baba, which Nana
(Chandorkar) had newly given, was placed in the
wada by Megha and he worshipped it regularly.

The real image at the Masjid and the exact
replica in the wada, were worshipped with aarati, at
both the places, day and night.

When about twelve months had passed in
doing this divine service, when Megha was awake
early one morning, he saw a vision.

Megha was lying in bed and though he had
his eyes closed, he was fully awake and he saw Baba
distinctly.

Baba, too, was aware that he was awake. He
then threw consecrated rice on the bed and said,
“Megha, draw a trident”, and then disappeared there
and then.

Listening to these words of Baba, Megha
opened his eyes with great enthusiasm. He was very
surprised to find that Baba had disappeared.

Then Megha looked all around. There were
grains of rice scattered everywhere on the bed. The
doors of the wada were closed, as earlier. Hence he
was confused.

(Contd. on page 16)
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(Contd. from page 6)

He went to the Masjid immediately. While
taking Baba’s darshan, Megha told Him the story of
the trident and asked permission to draw it.

Megha related the vision with all details. Baba
said, “How can it be a vision? Did you not hear my
words? I told you to draw the trident.

Are you trying to test my words by calling it a
vision? My words are always very profound and not
a syllable is empty™...

On one hand, Megha returned and began to
draw the trident on the wall, near the picture in the
wada. He outlined the trident in red colour.

The next day, a Ramdasi devotee from Pune
came to the Masjid. He did obeisance to Baba with
love and presented Him with a lingam.

Just then Megha too arrived there, and did
an eight-fold obeisance to Baba. Baba said, “Here
Shankar has come! Now, you look after him”.

Upon getting the lingam in this manner,
immediately after the vision of the trident, Megha
kept on gazing at the /ingam overcome with emotion.

Kakasaheb Dixit too had another marvellous
experience of the /ingam. Listen with reverence to
everything. Your faith in Baba will become firmer.

While Megha set off from the Masjid with the

lingam, Dixit was engrossed in chanting the Lord’s
name, after his bath in the wada.

Wiping his body with a clean, washed cloth,
a towel covering his head, he stood on a stone
concentrating on Sai.

He was chanting the Lord’s name, as per his
usual practice with his head covered. He then had a
vision of the lingam.

Dixit thought, ‘Why did I today get the
darshan of the lingam when I was chanting the
Lord’s name?” There was Megha, in front of him,
looking very gratified.

Megha said, “Look, Kaka! Look at the /ingam
that Baba has given”. Kaka was surprised and
pleased to see this particular lingam.

It was of the same shape, size and markings
like the one that had appeared in his meditation, just
a little earlier. Dixit was delighted.

Be it so. Later, after the drawing of the trident
was complete, Sai got Megha to establish the lingam
near the picture.

Since Megha liked to worship Shankar,
by presenting him with the Shankar lingam, Sai
strengthened his devotion. Such are the marvellous
narrations about Sai!...

- SHRI SAI SAT CHARITA CHAPTER 28
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— the 11" Chapter of Shm S)am S)a;tz Charita...

The holy book, Shri Sai Sat Charita has
been an amazing boon for all Sai devotees.
Written by Late Sri Govind (Annasaheb)
Raghunath Dabholkar alias Hemadpant, the
book is not only a guide for all devotees,
but also a realization of Shri Sai Baba’s
presence. The eleventh chapter, also called as
Rudradhyay, of this book is one which brings
forth the importance of Guru and also describes
the immense potential Sai Baba possessed. On
reading this chapter regularly, devotees have
experienced that their wishes are fulfilled and
the problems or hurdles in their lives vanish. In
short, evil recedes and good fortune elevates.
While reading Shri Sai Baba’s supreme control
over the five elements of nature (earth, fire,
water, air, space/sky) in this chapter, we realize
He is indeed God, the Almighty. Lord Krishna
has said that saints are my manifestations. In the
holy book, Eknathi Bhagwat, too it is said that

“Images are my imperceptible personas,
saints, my perceptible Deities.”

Clearly, Sai Baba is God. A devotee needs
a Guru who is visible. Why should one require a
perceptible Guru? Hemadpant says :

One whom we can see, one whom we can
worship, the one from knowledge we gain, our
conscience bows to that Deity, one with whom
we can speak, show our love, pay obeisance by
worshipping, hence, we need such a perceptible,
visible figure. (Shri Sai Sat Charita, chapter 11,
verses 15-16)

In reality, we realize that the form and the
formless are one and the same. We can see the
Guru who has taken a form with our eyes, but
with our mind’s eyes, we can even see and feel
the presence of the Guru. Indeed, Hemadpant
has aptly used the metaphor of ghee (unsalted
butter). Whether it is in solid form or in its liquid
state, the ghee has the same properties. Similar is
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the case with perceptible and invisible. However,
the devotees find it easy to know, understand
and worship the visible manifestation of Guru.
The moment devotees look at the pious image
of the Guru, pure feelings evoke in their minds.
The devotees feel attached to the Sadguru and
Sadguru too is eager to meet the disciples and
yearns to see them. Though this is the case, Sai
Baba has told many of His devotees to worship
the formless, the imperceptible. According to
each devotee and his needs, Sai Baba has made
plans that will suit their capabilities. He asked
one to stay alone in Shirdi, and asked another
devotee to travel far away; He made one to stay
forever in a wada (residential structure), and for
other, made him read the holy text.

For what purpose was this done? It is in
order to help the devotees gain and enhance
knowledge, to help them reach that level of
spirituality through devotion where they can
worship the formless; they attain self-realization
and realize the oneness of God, to diminish the
dualism and help grasp the non-dualism, to free
the devotees from the cycle of life and death
and help them attain salvation and thereby, to
make this human form of life that is rare and
gained very preciously, fruitful. In this manner,
our Merciful Sai Baba guides the devotees and
enriches their lives as well as takes them further
in the sphere of devotion.

Though this is true, devotees do have
doubt. Even Dadabhat had developed the
suspicion that ‘Sai Baba is partial with His
devotees.” A friend of Tatyasaheb Nulkar, Mr.
Pandit had come to Shirdi and went directly to
Dwarkamai, the Masjid to meet Sai Baba. Sai
Baba gestured and asked him to meet Dadabhat.
(Chapter 11, verse 51)

Accordingly, Pandit met Dadabhat. He was
on his way to take Sai Baba’s Darshan and again
Dadabhat performed His Pooja. On seeing this
worship, Pandit was touched and mesmerized.
He took the plate, which is used for worshipping,
from Dadabhat, held Baba’s forehead and
applied Tripund on it. Dadabhat was shocked to
see this. No one had dared touched Sai Baba’s
forehead, as He never allowed anyone to apply
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even a small dot of vermilion. Mr. Pandit had
applied a Tripund. Dadabhat stood still out of
fear and was scared that Sai Baba would surely
be angry now. But, this was not the case. He
was calm. Sai Baba did not even utter a single
word. In fact, He appeared happy. Dadabhat was
not able to comprehend the entire incident. He
was somewhat restless and in doubt. Finally, he
confronted Sai Baba and asked :

Thou did not allow a small dot to be put
on thy forehead; but thou permitted Pandit to
apply Tripund, how? We cannot fathom.

How amazing is the relation between a
Sadguru and his disciple! Dadabhat lovingly
complains to Sai Baba, the universe’s mentor
like a neglected child to his/her mother. As
children we often feel parents become partial.
One complains, you favour my brother and not
me, or you are kinder towards the other, why?
Similarly, Dadabhat complained to Sai Baba
that how shall we comprehend, what happened
today morning? Sai Baba listened calmly to his
objection. This is indeed His will and plan. After
all, Sai Baba has always put forth a message or
given His teachings through such incidents. This
was Sai Baba’ s intention. He is always ready to
cure the ills from the minds of His devotees. He
said, “Pandit’s Guru is a Brahmin by caste and
I am a Muslim. Despite this, Pandit regarded
me as his Guru and worshipped me. Did you
understand? His Guru and I are one, this was
his feeling and with this regard, he applied the
Tripund. Do notice Dada, that not for a single
moment did he think that ‘I am a pure Brahmin,
and He (Sai Baba) a Muslim, so why should I
worship Him?” And Dada, in front of this feeling
of non-dualism, even I had to oblige and allow
him to apply vermilion. His pure, innocent
devotion, his love for me, his sense of oneness
and non-dualism, how could I disappoint him
by not giving a consent?

You tell me, how can I reject his affection,
a heart full of devotion? How easily and
without any hesitation, he held my forehead
and applied with immense faith, a Tripund!
How could I deny?” Sai Baba was trying
to convince Dadabhat, but eventually, all
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devotees understood the message Sai Baba was
trying to give. Dadabhat found His reasoning
unconnected at that time; but later on, he came
to know from Mr. Pandit that Raghunath Siddh,
from Dhopeshwar, was his (Pandit’s) Guru, who
was also known as Kaka Puranik.

Indeed, when Pandit saw Sai Baba, he
saw his Guru Kaka Puranik in Him and thus,
with immense devotion, applied the Tripund
(vermilion applied with three fingers on
forehead).

Aperson perceives what his mind believes,
Sai Baba made him see his Guru in His own
appearance. Due to Mr. Pandit’s devotion, he
got this experience. This indicates the love and
concern Sai Baba has for His devotees.

In this chapter, He says,

“Like a mother beats her child, or a sea
sends back a river,

I too do not show favour, though it may
seem,

I am here, very much near my children all

Standing beside them, hungry for their
love,

Always ready to reply to their call.”
(Chapter 11, verses 75-76)

Shri Sai Baba reflects the love of His
devotees. He takes care of the devotees and
knows what is good for them. He is a Sadguru
who showers His love on the devotees. Whoever
came to Him, Shri Sai Baba lovingly took him
and looked after him with care. We notice Sai
Baba’s nurturing and love for devotees in the
11" chapter.

Once, the climatic conditions became
stormy in Shirdi. Suddenly, wind started
blowing fiercely and there was a storm. The
clouds thundered, lightning struck and it
rained heavily. All, birds, animals, women
children, men became fearful of these stormy
conditions. Shirdi had temples of other Deities;
but the prayers were not answered by any. As
Hemadpant states :

In the time of difficulty, only Sai helped
them.
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Sai Baba was moved on seeing the fear in
people’s mind. “Oh! What a miserable thing has
occurred! If I don’t save my children, who else
will?”

Sai Baba had supreme control on the five
elements and so for the love of devotees who
were close to Him than His own self, Shri Sai
Nath appealed loudly to the skies to stop the
storm. It seemed that the Masjid was trembling.
He screamed and His volume was so thunderous,
that it was deafening; but eventually, the rain
stopped and so did the thunder of clouds and
the storm. Even Gods had to listen to this saint’s
appeal. God of Gods, Indra had to oblige and
stop the storm.

On another instance, one day at noon, the
holy fire lit in Dwarkamai suddenly blazed. The
flames went up high. The docile fire had raged.
Everyone was worried. Some suggested dousing
the fire by splashing water in the Dhuni, the
place where it is lit. Others feared, who would
dare to go and put off the fire by pouring water
in the Dhuni, as that would anger Shri Sai Baba
and He would certainly hit a rod in the head.
Nobody gathered the courage to ask Sai Baba.
Being the caretaker, Sai Baba too was not at rest
with the raging fire. Near the fireplace stood a
pillar, where Sai Baba hit the rod and ordered
the fire to lessen by saying, “Sabur, Sabur,”
in other words, “Be calm”. In actuality, with
each time the rod was hit, the blaze of the fire
reduced. Everyone was now free from worries
and fear. All realized Sai Baba’s power and thus,
regard Him as a manifestation of Lord. When
we faithfully bow at His Feet, He places His
hand on our head, blessing us. One who reads
regularly the 11" chapter will attain peaceful
state of mind and all the obstacles and problems
will vanish. Also, his desires will be fulfilled. A
devotee should experience this grace by reading
the chapter.

Mrs. Madhuri Ambelal Dang of Andheri,
Mumbai had one such miraculous experience
in her life, regarding her daughter after reciting
chapter 11 of Sai Sat Charita. She narrates :-

“My youngest daughter Tanuja always
wished to become a pilot. She cleared her 12"
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standard board exams, completed her graduation
with Electronics and joined the Bombay Flying
Club. Later, she got a license for private airlines
as a pilot. Then, she went to Lucknow, where
she took admission to Indira Gandhi National
Aviation Academy, known as Indira Gandhi
Rastriya Uddan Akadami. There, she appeared
for an exam and even passed with flying
colours. In 1997, she enrolled for commercial
pilot license training course. In March 1999, she
even got the license and we were all happy.

Tanuja was ecstatic. She said, ‘Mother,
I shall now get a job in domestic airlines;
because I do not want to work with companies
that provide international services.” With this
decision, she enthusiastically applied for job
in Jet Airways for 2-3 times. However, with a
reason of ‘no vacancy’ each time, her application
was rejected. She felt disappointed. I tried to
encourage her by asking her to apply in other
domestic airlines; but despite achieving all the
educational qualifications, she didn’t get a call
from any company that year. At last, tired of
job search, she unwillingly started working as a
gym trainer at Talwalkars.

I was really sad looking at this state of
my daughter. We, in the family, are all devotees
of Shri Sai Baba. I used to offer daily prayer,
‘Baba, I cannot see my daughter in such distress.
Please, I pray to You, kindly fulfil her wish of
flying. She has worked hard and has tried her
best to get a job; but wasn’t successful. Only
You can help her, please guide her and grant her
success.’

Daily, with a humble and devotional
heart, I prayed to Sai Baba for Tanuja; because
who else would help us in this situation? Days
passed by, and one day, I was reading Saileela
magazine published by Shri Sai Baba Sansthan,
Shirdi. In that issue of the magazine, one devotee
had written about his experience. He mentioned
that he was not getting a job, so daily, he started
reading the 11™ chapter of Shri Sai Sat Charita,
the biography of Shri Sai Baba. He mentioned
that due to the regular reading, he soon got a
job that he was looking for and his wish was
fulfilled.
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On reading this experience, I felt, I should
tell my daughter about it. ‘Tanuja, you also start
reading the 11" chapter, read it daily. Read with
faith and soon, you will get a good experience.’
‘Ok, I am ready.’ She agreed, but said, ‘I cannot
read Marathi properly.” I told her that is fine.
Read as per your capability, Sai Baba considers
the feeling and intention behind the act more
important. Immediately, Tanuja decided to start
reading the chapter on the Thursday in that week
itself. On Thursday, she took a bath early in the
morning and lit an incense stick and after praying
soulfully, began reading the 11" chapter daily.
Two weeks after that, on third Thursday, she got
a letter from Jet Airways stating that she needed
to appear for an examination. She appeared for
the exam, cleared it. She passed the exam, and
that day was Thursday too. As a result, she got
a job and the first day of her job was a Thursday.
This was a big miracle in her life. Shri Sai Baba
stood by her and she experienced a big miracle.
From that day onwards, she became a staunch
devotee of Sai Baba.

Shri Sai Baba had indeed made His eternal
presence felt once again through reading of the
11™ chapter of Shri Sai Sat Charita. Due to this
recitation, Tanuja’s earnest desire to become a
pilot was fulfilled. This is the strength of the 11™
chapter of Shri Sai Sat Charita. We are grateful
and salute Him a crore times to pay obeisance to
Shri Sai Nath Maharaj.”

- Mrs. Madhuri Ambelal Dang

Seacrest - 1. Flat No 603,

Saat Bunglow, Andheri (west), Mumbai.

Mobile : (0)9821800304.

Narration of the 11" chapter of Shri Sai

Sat Charita and compilation of the experience
in Marathi by

Mrs. Priyamvada Prakash Karande

205-B, Essadas Varandmal Society,

Katrak Road, Near Vitthal Mandir,

Wadala (West), Mumbai - 400039.

E-mail : p.karande@hotmail.com

Mobile : (0) 9920271032

Translated in English by

Mrs. Meenal Tushar Deshpande
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In the year 1917, on the Pournima day of
Phalgun Shudh, when 1 was sleeping on my bed, I
had a dream early in the morning.

Behold Sai’s deeds! Dressed in beautiful
clothes, as a Sanyasi, He gave me darshan and
woke me up. He said : “I will be coming for lunch
today”.

His waking me up was also part of the dream;
because when I really woke up, I began to recall the
dream.

When I opened the eyes and began to look,
there was no Sai, nor anyone else there, It was only
a dream a while back and I had not been awake.

When [ was sure about it, I began to recall
the dream. I remembered it word for word, without
forgetting anything at all.

“I will be coming for lunch today”. Hearing
these clear words from Sai, [ was filled with joy. I
told my wife about it.

It has always been my practice to think and
meditate upon Sai. Though I have been associated
with Him for seven years, I never expected Him to
come for a meal.

So be it. I told her (my wife), “Today is the
Holi festival. Put an extra quarter seer of rice to boil.
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Do not forget”.

When I told her this, she began to ask the
reason behind my instructions. I told her, “Today
being a festival, a guest would be coming for lunch”.

Then she asked, “Who is coming?” as she
could not contain her curiosity. But, if I disclosed
the real reason, | feared, I would be laughed at.

Though I knew this fully well, I did not wish
to delude her. Therefore, with full faith I told her the
truth.

But, all this depends upon faith, and however
one feels within. Whether true or not depends upon
one’s mind.

However much I tried to convince her, she
could not accept it. She said, “Why should Baba
come so far from Shirdi?

What is the food here? And what celebrations
are we going to have for Holi? Leaving aside the
dainty food of Shirdi, will He be coming to eat our
coarse food?”

Hearing these arguments from her, I said,
“What is the difficulty in cooking a little more rice?
You will not lose anything!

I am not saying that Sai Himself will come
as a guest. I would not say that myself to you. But,
some one or the other will come. I have no doubt
about it.

You may consider it in any way; but I will treat
him as Sai Himself and none else but Sai. Otherwise
my dream will be meaningless”.

So be it. After this discussion, when it was
noon and the Holika worship was finished with all
rituals, the leaf plates were laid out for the lunch.

All the family members - sons, grandsons,
daughters, sons-in-law, friends and relatives had
come and sat down in rows, back to back. The place
was decorated with variegated ‘rangoli’.

In the main row, a seat was kept in the centre
in the place of honour for Sai, to be served with the
others.

Around the leaf plates, there was a decoration
of ‘rangoli’ with blue and other colours. Every one
had a pot of water, a cylindrical vessel for drinking
water, a small spoon placed near them.

A lot of preparations had been made -
‘papad’, ‘sandge’, salads, pickles, 7aita’, different
vegetables, ‘kheers’ etc.

Seeing that it was twelve noon, the guests
wore the ‘sovala’ and one by one took their seats.



But, no one else came.

All the leaf plates were filled with the rice,
‘poli’ and ‘varan’, except for the central leaf plate,
or place of honour, which was empty. Otherwise,
there was no dearth of anything at that place.

I knew that some guest or unexpected visitor
would come; so [ waited for the arrival. But, I began
to wonder, how long I should wait.

Therefore, the door was locked and chained!
Ghee (‘anna-shuddhi) was immediately served.
Lord Vaishwadev (fire) was made a formal offering
of ‘naivedya’ and the lunch was about to begin.

Just at the time of ‘Pran-ahuti’ footsteps were
heard on the stairs and someone called out “where is
Raosaheb?” All the invitees sat quietly.

Then I immediately went to the door, as |
realised someone had come. As [ slowly unchained
the door, I saw two persons at the stairs.

One of them was Alli Mohammed and the
other was a disciple of saint Maulana, by the name of
Ismu Mujavar. They both seemed to be very happy.

Seeing all the people who had sat down for
the meal and the preparations, Alli apologised :
“Forgive me for having troubled you.

It seems that you have got up from your lunch
and come quickly for my sake. And, for your sake
the others have also stopped and are waiting.

Yet, please take this article. Then when I meet
you at leisure, I will relate the marvel of it in details.
It is a strange story”.

Speaking thus, Alli took out a packet from
under his arm, and placing it on the table, began to
unwrap it.

When the wrapping of the newspaper was
removed, it revealed a picture of Sai immediately.
He said, “Keep this yourself. Please accept my
request”.

Seeing Baba’s picture, I got goose pimples
and I placed my head at His feet. I was choked with
emotion.

I felt that this was a great miracle. This was
a strange ‘leela’ of Sai. I felt blessed by this action
of His.

I became strongly curious. “From where did
you get this picture?” He replied, “I purchased it
from a shop”.

Later on, both of them did not wait even for

a moment. They said, “We are leaving now. You
please eat your lunch undisturbed.
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If at this moment I begin to narrate the reason
beind this, it will unnecessarily delay the lunch of all
who have gathered. I will relate it to you later on”.

I also agreed with them. [ was very happy that
the picture had come in time and I became occupied
with it. [ expressed my gratitude to them.

“Alright, good-bye”. “We will later tell you,
why the picture has come here. There is no need to
do it right now”.

So be it. After they left, the picture was placed
on the central seat which had been set aside for Sai.

Everyone was happy. Inscrutable are the ways
of Sai. He made His words in the dream come true
by coming in the form of this picture.

All the people, who were expecting the arrival
of a guest to join them for lunch, were surprised.

Seeing the beautiful image in the picture,
everyone was supremely delighted. Everyone was
surprised by the unimaginable way in which all this
had happened.

After placing the picture on the central seat,
and doing full ritualistic pooja, ‘naivedya’ was
offered with loving devotion. Then everyone started
their meal.

From then onwards, till this day, on every
Holi day, the tradition is carried on with all rituals
and poojas.

This picture is also worshipped, at the family
altar, along with other Deities. In this manner Sai
showed His actions to His devotees, at every step.

So be it. Later on, both these people postponed
meeting me and nine years passed thus; and yet, |
did not meet them.

As last, by chance, I met Alli Mohammed. In
fact, I met him as I was casually walking.

No sooner than [ met him that I became eager
to ask him about the marvel of the picture. “Why
were you silent all these years and have not said
anything?

We are meeting to-day as unexpectedly as on
the other day. The opportune time has now come.
Tell me that wonderful story completely.

You also are a devotee of Shri Sai. I know it
very well. But, that day why did you feel it proper to
come all of a sudden?”

Then that Alli described the incident. He said,
“Listen, I will tell you the whole story. See how
wonderful is Sai’s leela. It is full of surprises.

What is the meaning of this /eela? What was



His purpose and what was the covert purpose for
the devotees? Sai alone knows it well.
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We can only listen to each /eela or sing about
them, knowing them to give happiness certainly”.

Hemadpant narrates in the
Chapter 40 of SHRI SAI SAT CHARITA
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Shirdi News
Mohan Yadav
¢ Public Relation Officer
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi
- Translated from Marathi into English by
Vishwarath Nayar
E-mail : vishwarathnayar@gmail.com

Monday, February 4, 2019 Renowned music dlrector
and singer Sri Shankar Mahadevan with his family...

Wednesday February 6, 2019 : World renowned water

expert Dr. Rajendra Singh...

World renowned water expert Dr. Rajendra Singh
giving information on the subject of water...

Saturday, February 16, 2019 : 44 soldiers

were martyred in the attack by terrorists

on the soldiers of India’s Central Reserve

Police Force (CRPF) in the Pulwama district
of Jammu-Kashmir.

After paying heartfelt
homage to these soldiers
on behalf of all the Sai
devotees worldwide
and the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi, Dr.
Suresh Haware, Chairman
of the Sansthan, informed
that a fund-in-aid of Rs.
2.51 crores would be
provided to their families.

Dr. Haware stated that
‘anger and condemnation
were being expressed at this cowardly
attack from all sections. Our soldiers and
government will certainly give a fitting reply.
All citizens of the country have expressed
deep feelings about this incident. The
Shree Saibaba Sansthan respecting those
feelings, a discussion was held with all the
trustees of the Sansthan about giving fund-
in-aid to the families of the martyrs in this
attack. This fund will be given subject to the
decision of the Honourable High Court and
the government’s approval.’
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Pandurang Jadhav, an employee of the
Sansthan, having contributed a donation
of Rs. 5 lakhs for the Sansthan’s Shri Sai
Nath Hospital, handed over the cheque of
this donated amount to Dr. Suresh Haware,
Chairman of the Sansthan.

Sou. Nalini Haware, former
chairman of the Shirdi Nagar Panchayat Sri
Shivaji Gondkar, chairman of the Sansthan
Employees Society Sri Tushar Shelke and
the family members of Sri Jadhav were
present on the occasion.

Sri Jadhav and his family were duly
felicitated by Dr. Haware on the occasion.
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Monday, March 4, 2019 : Dr. Suresh
Haware, Chairman of the Sansthan,
informed that the Minister for Public Works
of Maharashtra, Sri Chandrakant Patil has
ordered the immediate preparation of the
development plan of an independent palkhi
marg (palanquin route), keeping in mind the
security of the lakhs of Sai devotees on foot
bringing the palkhi of Shri Sai Baba from
Mumbai to Shirdi and to start execution of
the work forthwith.
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Dr. Haware stated that ‘lakhs of Sai
devotees come to Shirdi every day for the
darshan of Shri Sai Baba, which is the
abode of faith of the devout worldwide.
Among these nearly over four and a half
lakh Sai devotees bring the palkhi of Shri
Sai Baba from Mumbai to Shirdi on foot, of
which the youth are in large numbers.

The participation of women too is
noteworthy. All these Sai devotees keep
coming with the palkhi via the Mumbai -
Agra and Ghoti - Shirdi routes. Walking
through these routes is strenuous and
dangerous due to the speeding traffic. Many
Sai devotees have lost their lives till date
in accidents on these routes. In a recently
occurred accident near Devpur village near
Sinnar 5 Sai devotees of Mumbai died and
more than 21 Sai devotees were injured.
Due to the occurrence of such accidents,
the padyatri (pilgrims on foot) Sai devotees
have been consistently demanding an
independent palanquin route.

Hence the Shree Saibaba Sansthan
Trust, Shirdi focussing their special attention
on this, in order to address the issue of the
palkhi marg, a request letter was handed
over to Sri Chandrakant Patil, Minister for
Public Works of Maharashtra after meeting
him for constructing an independent road to
walk alongside the Mumbai to Shirdi road.

Taking immediate cognizance of this
request Sri Patil having called an urgent
meeting with senior officials of the Public
Works Department and having ordered the
immediate preparation of the draft plan for
the independent palanquin road, assured
that the said work will commence soon.

The Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust,
Shirdi will provide necessary co-operation
to erect shelter sheds equipped with
sanitary, stay and other facilities at every 15
kms. along this road and plant trees on the
proposed palkhi marg for protection from
heat. This palkhi marg being 250 kms. long,



it will be on the right side of the road while
coming from Mumbai to Shirdi. This marg
will be 15 feet wide and 1 foot above the
road. Hence vehicles will not be able to climb
on this marg. Stating that the padayatra
of Sai devotees coming from Mumbai to
Shirdi will become easy and pleasant due
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to this palkhi marg, Dr. Haware expressed
gratitude on behalf of the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi and Sai devotees to
Sri Chandrakant Patil, Minister for Public
Works of Maharashtra and Government of
Maharashtra for initiating the urgent solving
of this issue.
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Wednesday, March 20, 2019 : The worship of the Holi lighted in front of the Gurusthan by the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi, was performed by the Deputy Collector of the Sansthan Sri Manoj Ghode Patil and his
wife Sou. Ashwini Ghode Patil. The Administrative Officer of the Sansthan Sri Suryabhan Game, Sou. Saraswati
Wakchaure, in-charge temple chief Sri Ramesh Chaudhary, temple employees and Sai devotees in large numbers

were present on the occasion.
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