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Apostle of
Shri Sai Baba

Saipadanand Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji, who was the
President of the All India Sai Samaj at Madras and also the
Founder-President of the Sai Spiritual Centre at Bangalore, entered
into Mahasamadhi on the 14th of January 1980 at 10.30 p.m. at
Bangalore. On the 14th January 1:81, therefore comes the first
Punyatithi of late Radhakrishna Swamiji and it will be observed
with due religious ceremonies at the Sai Spiritual Centre, Bangalore.
However it is our duty to pay our hoinage to the late Swamiji
on this occasion and to recollect all his good qualities with a
view to making an effort to follow them, so that we also will be
blessed by Shri Sai Baba as Shri Swamiji was blessed by Him,

The behaviour of the sainis, all over the world, is more
or less alike. The chief qualities which lead them to be recognised
as saints are also more or less alike and therefore we find that
the principles of good conduct, that are preached by all saints,
are similar in spirit. Why is this so? The concept of God, may He
be known by any name, is the same in all religions Omnipotence,
omnipresence and omniscience are the main qualities of God as
conceived by all the prophets and founders of religions The
ways and means to approach this God, having these common
qualities, must naturally be alike, It is because of all these
common factors that we find certain common inherent qualities iD
the saints, all over the world, who are more or less honoured by
the common man as the gods on this earth,
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Perfect control over all the six enemies of mankind, viz
kama, krodha, lobha, moha, mada and matsar, is the first quality
we notice in a saint. Nay, unless he gets that control, he is not
admitted to the galary of saints by any community. These
enemies of the mankind lead a person to any low IEI;E]. when
they dominate over him. Naturally therefore a person, who gets
perfect control over them, saves himself from stooping to a low
level and goes on rising higher and higher due to his sincere
devotion to God and his holy communion with Him, Any person,
who came into contact with Swamiji even for a short time,
noticed the perfect control of Swamiji over all the above emotions,
the steadiness of his mind and the depth of his devotion
and intelligence,

™  The human mind is the seat of all emotions. The thoughts
and knowledge of a man help him to have control over his
emotions They help him to curb his emotions, The six enemies
of the human race, referred to above, are nothing else than
emoticns at various pitches. A man, who acquires control over
them, one by one, by his thcught, acquires full control over his
mind.  Shri Swamiji was never emotional, He was always
engrossed in his thoughts about God and about Shri Sai Baba
and this enabled him to have perfect control over his mind. His
control over his mind could be seen even at the.time of his
Mahasamadhi. Really speaking the call from heaven had come
to him in November 1979; but he was not ready to cast away
his mortal coil at that time, which was unauspicious from the
point of view of the position of the stars, Hence though the
doctors did not have many hopes of his survival, he would recover
and would be discharged from the hospital by the grace of Shri
Sai Baba. In the end on the fourteenth of January 1980, when
the position of the stars was changed favourably, Shri Swamiji
determined to cast away his human body as easily as we throw
away our old clothes. This was possible for Shri Swamiji only
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because he had full control over his mind, by which he could
hold over his life upto the time he wanted. This type of control
over his life was seen in the case of Shri Bhishma who lived in
the days of Mahabharat. The father of Bhishma, married the
fisherman’s daughter and took a promise from Bhishma that he
would not marry and further that he would not claim the throne
after him. Because of this promise, Shri Bhishma had to control
first of all the first and foremost enemy of mankind viz “Kama”,
He had also to renounce the desire for mundane prosperity, wealth
and kingdom. This was virtually controlling ‘lobha’ and ‘moha’,
Having thus relinquished interest in worldly fiches, Shri Bhishma
also could get control over the other three emotions viz ‘krodha’,
‘mada’ and ‘matsar’. As a result of this control, obtained by
Shri Bhishma, over the six chief enemies of the mankind, he could
obtain perfect control over his mind. It was only because of
this mental control, that Shri Bhisma could sustain his life as
long as he wanted and he could relinquish the same when he
knew that the sun has moved to a favourable position,

Next to the control over his mind, we see another great
quality in Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji and it was his humility,
As stated above he had curbed ‘krodha’ fully. He was therefore
never seen getting angry with anybody. He would never even
speak in a loud voice. Mahatma Gandhi, while defining ahimsa
had stretched it to such a length that speaking loudly and harshly
even amounted to himsa in his opinion. Shri Swamiji, it appeared,
accepted the theory of Mahatma Gandhi and avoided loud and
barsh speech. The quality of humility is planted and it thrives
in a man when he surrenders himself to the Guru and God.
Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji had high regard for his Guru, Narsimha
Swamiji. From the life of his guru, written by Shri Swamiji,
we find that he had completely surrended himself at the feet of
his guru, As regards his belief in God, we can point out to
the very epithet viz, Saipadanand, assumed by him. This epithet
shows that Shri Swamiji had all his joy (anand) only at the
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lotus feet (pad) of Shri Sai Baba, Surrendering oneself to gury
and God without any reservation, is seen by us in the two famoug
saints of historical times viz Shri. Dnyaneshwar and Shri Ramdas,
Both these saints took their ‘gurumantra’ from- their elder brothers,
In comparison with these saints themselves .we find that their
gurus did not stand at a very high. literary or spiritual level; but
we find that both the aforesaid saints surrendered themselves to
their gurus uneguivocally and spoke highly about them in their
books. They also acknowledged that their progress in the spiritual
field was because of the blessings of their guru. The idea of
thus becoming humble before his guru signified that there is
somebody in this world, who is acknowledged as superior, This
acknowledgment leads a man to become humble and the "quality
of humility grows in him automatically. Thus we see that because
of the complete surrenderance of Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji ' to
his guru, Shri - Narsimha Swamiji, he must have acquired.the
-quality., of _bhumility, - which was always seen in.his speech and
behaviour. Even in Mahatma Gandhi we see this quality and
that being an obvious qualification of a saint, Mahatma Gandhi
was called & saint politician,

Purity of the heart and mind was always seen very clearly
in Shri Swamiji,” The white colour is always supposed to signify
purity. We always coasider ths black colout as'a synoaym of evil.
The white hair, white beard and the white complexion of Shri Swa-
miji perfectly matched his snow-white dress and it created a very
sérene atmosphere. His very presence s'p'rea'd purity among his
devotees and drove away 'all sorts of evil ideas from their minds.

Though absence of ego may be defined more or less as'a
counterpart of humility, still it has got to be mentioned separa
tely in the case of Shri Swamiji; In our daily life, we come
across s0 many conceited people, 'who want to take credit for
many things, which apparantly bad no concern with them; but
though Shri Swamiji blessed so manv people and thoueh because
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of his blessings, the wishes of so many devotees were fulfilled,
still he never took the least credit of the fulfillment of the wishs
of his devotees. In the Sai Spiritual Centre at Bangalore, so
many devotees used to come every day for the fulfillment of
their desires and for surmounting their difficulties; but Shri
Swamiji never boasted to anybody that he would mend the
matters with his spiritual powers. - On the other hand he would
tell everybody, ““I am nobody. I have no supernatural powers.
I am also a devotee of Shri Sai Baba as you are, However, I
will pray to Shri Sai Baba for you and He will do everything
for you." It is the experience of many that there are a good
number of fake saints, having their ashrams, who boast of their
supernatural powers and lure their devotees to themselves by
their empty promises, Against this background, the humble
attitude adopted by Shri Swamiji was quite striking and it created
4 very high opinion about him,

Complete faith in the greatness and powers of Shri Sai
Baba is another noteworthy aspect of the life of Shri Swamiji.
The work done by Shri Narsimha Swamiji for the spread of Sai
cult and Sai devotion is very well-known., When he was fully
convinced of the powers of Shri Sai Baba, he decided to dedicate
his whole life for the spread of Sai cult and therefore the spread
of Sai cult and Sai devotion became a mission of his life. For
that purpose Shri Narsimha Swamiji met so many persons, who
had seen Shri Sai Baba in flesh and blood and recorded their
experiences as a beacon light to another Sai devotees. These
books of experiences helped to spread Sai devotion in the educated
people. Shri Narsimha Swamiji did not stop only after compiling
the experiences of the devotees. He further founded the All India
Sai Samaj at Madras for fostering and spreading the Sai devotion.
Just as Das Ganumaharaj and other staunch devotees of Shri Sai
Baba spent their whole life in spreading the Sai cult in
Maharashtra, Shri Narsimha Swamiji spent the whole of his life
for the spread of sai cult in South India. After working with
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Narsimha Swamiji for a number of years, he advised Shri
Radhakrishna Swamiji to start another centre at Bangalore for the
spread of Sai cult. Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji honoured this
advice of his guru to.the last letter and started the Sai Spiritual
centre at Bangalore with the only idea of spreading Sai cult
further in Southern India. Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji nursed
this centre with greater care then that by which anybody would
nurse his own child,

After the passing away of Shri Narsimha Swamiji, Shri
Radhakrishna Swamiji became the President of the All India Sai
Samaj at Madras, He had therefore to shoulder the responsibilities
of the institutions both at Madras and Bangalore. In his advanced
age, this double responsibility was taxing him; but as it was the
work entrusted to him by his _._gﬁrq,_,he was doing it with full
devotion, without any hesitation. Of late, though this work used
to exhaust him, he never used to show any signs of fatigue as it
might pour cold-water.on the ‘enthusiasm of the:workers at those
places. His.presence at ‘both ‘these places used to ginger up the
enthusiasm of the workers and keep up their spirit. The colleagues
of " Shri Swamiji at Madras and Bangalore had very:-high regard
for him as an able administrator and during his reglrne both these
mstltunons have made remarkable pmgress

The spread of Sai uult--_ and Sai devotion was the divine
mission of Narsimha Swamiji and hence in the life of Narsimha
Swamiji, written by Radhakrishna Swamiji, he was called by him
as an apostle of Shri sai Baba; but if we look to the selfiess
work of Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji, we feel that the aforesaid
title equally holds good in his case also, It was the opinion of
Shri Swamiji that as a vehicle for the spread of Sai cult, this
magazine is doing a very good work and hence for two successive

years (1978 and 1979) he graced the annual gathering of the’

contributors to this magazine at Shirdi with his presence and
blessed all the devotees, who attended the gathering. All the
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delegates missed his august preeence in the gathering held in
February 1980 and at all future gatherings his absence will be
keenly felt by all, Taking into consideration these very close ties
of Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji: with this magazine, we pay our
homage to him on the occasion of his first punyatithi and pray
to Shri Sai Baba that his soul may rest in peace and give
inspiration to all for selfless service in the spread of Sai cult
and Sai devotion all over the world.

PP e

To Flat No. 3, Block 14,
The Executive Editor, Gumur ‘Math Housing estate,
“Sai Leela”, Budge Budge Rdad,
BOMBAY 14. P. O. Sarangabad 743319 (W. Bengal)
Dear Sir,

While I Sai thank you and others connected for having
improved the overall get-up of the soul-stirring-mag, ‘“Sai Leela”,
| wish to place before you a suggestion for your careful
consideration and adoption.

You were publishing on the covers the cartoonists’ inapt draw-
ings of Sai Baba. They could never bring out likeness of our Sai.

On the contrary, your publication on the covers of the
attractively got-up mag, the stunning and inspiring colour
photographs of Shirdi Sai Mandir Sai Baba in the *“‘Punyathithi”
ind “Diwali”’ pumbers speak volumes for your uncanny sense,
This way you have touched the nadir of your readers. I know
of Sai Leela readers who tore off such photographsand framed
hem to worship. Some used thcm for their cassette cases.

1 therefore, request you to publish always.colour photographs
of ‘“Sai Samadhi Mandir Sai Baba'" only. I hope that [ am not
asking you for much on behalf of the innumerable Sai-devotees.

Yours in service of Shri Sai Baba
T. R.,"ANAND



Sai Baba, the Saint of Shirdi
By :- Shri M. M. Amingad
Chaﬁter 11
BABA’S FIRST APPEARANCE A_T SHIRDI

There in the woods of Shirdi

When the Sun was hot and bright,

Thou wer't found sitting calmly
Musing Alla Malik, Alla Malik, slowly,

The news in cots once spread the goods
A boy in teens is seen in the woods,
Sitting silent in deep meditation,

Under a neem tree for salvation.

The news of Thy appearance
Started ringing in the ears,

And made the souls of hamlet
To turn to Thy closet. ]

The news rose thoughts different,
In the minds of the cots variant,
Various views of Thy validity,
Shaped in the minds of the hamlet.

Some said Thou wert a queer,
Some opined Thou wert a peer,
To some Thou wert an impostor,
But to very few a celestial adorer.

In Thee some saw Imposture,

Some in Thee the divine power

Many an innocent being in Thee

But attributed very few Godly being in Thee,
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The wickeds came to Thee to jeer,

The just to find in Thee a seer,

The naughty to detect in Thee a queer,
The simpletons to unveil in Thee a peer.

All marched to the neem tree

To weigh their minds’ pre,

But when they lighted on the holy spot
All forgot their own low lot,

There they saw a figure calm

With a small staff in palm

With eyes closed in contemplation
Unaffected by material glorification.

With five or six women of her need

Nana Chopadar’s mother taking lead

Went to the woods to see the saintly boy,
And in Thy presence sought an ecstasy of joy.

After went the gentry of Shirdi

To see Thee, the boy queer, under the tree

In Thee they found a seer

And bowed their heads before Thee, the peer.

Mhalsapati and Tatya Patil only
Could see the perfect divine harmony
In Thee, who was there, sitting
In full desertion of yogic fling,

They saw Thee meek and humble

And bowed before Thee in devotion simple,
And said, *‘O! Peer, we are here to serve you
To your heart’s content your needs too.

A seer of Thy kind we will serve

The religious order we will observe,”
When prayed thus by the devotees,

O] Sai Thou at them opened Thine eyes.
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So powerful and bright yet very gentle

Thou nodded Thy head in consent simple

O! What a joy was it to those present

When Thou, the seer assented to their placement.

In Thee they saw a seer of super-order

Who knows no disparity between matter and matter,
A seer missed in meditation sacred and great

Always conversing with Thy divine state.

BEvery thing finds Thee in Thyself

And in everything Thyself without any gulf
Whence Thou the Sai came to that spot
Who Thine parents were can locate or spot,

Some tried to know Thy parentage -

Many prayed to unviel Thy caste and creed

Others attempted to find out Thy name and home,
But all in vain essayed to know nothing whole.

Mystery remaing a mystery to this day

It hangs round Thy sect, home and name

At Shirdi Thou takest Thy holy resort,

Every heart at Shirdi sings Thy glory and fame alot.

To Thine Shrine even now the people throng
And offer prayers to right their wrong

They forget all their grief at Thy feet

And are back home with their minds treat.

Thy miracles after are many and varied
People seek Thy light in their hearts buried
In the unusual darkness thick and fast,
They find their way and get a start.

Thou lived Thy full life at Shirdi where

Thou shedding Thy grace pure and clear there

A Fakir, who could command and order

The very nature to be quiet and mould her nature.
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The blinds desirous to know divine serenity.
The secret that amounts in divinity.

May cut their path to Shirdi pure.

To know their missing fate so far sure.

A Fakir with royal pomp and dignity

Thou wert feeding the bellies empty

The event that was rare and unique in Shirdi land
A poor and innocent hamlet on Godavari Sand.

Thy Shrine has still a dynamic grace

As free as light can embrace

Any object of any kind, colour or form,

To make it bright with its kiss, sound and warm.

Tatya Patil’s mother searched for Thee
The unstable saintly soul to feed Thee
Thou like a greedy devouring boy
Gulped the poor offerings with a joy.

The chaos, where, in our lands,

The just were troubled by sinful bands

Brought Thee the God in human form to earth,
To purify all, just or unjust, by mirth,

On one fine morning on this soil
O! Sai the God incarnet with a coil
Lighted on Shirdi land pure’

To purify the troubled soul sure.

An inauspicious day once dawned

When O! Sai Thou became suddenly unbound
From Shirdi, to the disappointment of all
Making the souls of the land orphan call

As Thou came so Thou went
Drowning all in sorrow went
Only to return after years three
To fill the Shirdi souls with glee,
(to be continued)



Childless: Couple Gets - A Child

Sai devotees all over must be experiencing Sai blessings
and miracles-small and big—in_' their day to day life as well as
on many major solitary occasions, Medical miracles are also
not uncommon, for example I had a friend patient, who had
food canal cancer and had difficulty in swallowing his tovel.
Tata Caneu Hospital had advised him gastrostomy-feeding hole
in Abdomen, This gentleman went to Shirdi for 6 to 8 weeks
and after coming back to Bombay, at least for 18 months I
know he had mno difficulty in swallowing (of course the disease
was there uncured). After this period I lost trace of him because
he shifted to some town in the South. |

Such other incident is about a stamped sterile couple-my,
distant relatives. The gentleman was divorced by his previous
wife on false allegation that he was not a complete man. Few
years after this divorce, he married again; but for first 6 to 8
years, the couple had no issue, From a distant town in Saurashtra
they came to Bombay and arranged for big operations by late
Dr. Shirodkar. Iﬁcidéntly,l they stayed at our house. One
evening we went to Juhu beach for their sight seeing. There in
my routine talks and inquiry I came to know about their mission
of operations in Bombay. After telling many stories about
Saibaba, I convinced the gentleman to take a pledge before the
Juhu sea to visit Shirdi, if they get a child and forcibly convinced
him to cancel the operations at least for one year. Accordingly
we phoned to late Dr. Shirodkar and cancelled the appointment,
Exactly after 8 months, I got a letter from him that his wife
was carrying and that they are much anxious to reach Shirdi
via Bombay. I wrote them back to wait till the birth of the
child and then to come to Bombay for the Shirdi trip. At the
proper timing a very handsome son was born. They came to
Bombay and with much faith and feelings went to Shirdi.

Two years later they got one more healthy handsome son.
Needless to say that this couple is now a regular yearly visitor
of holy Sai Shirdi Sansthan, ¥ Dr. Shirish K. Swadia

160, Jawahar Nagar, Goregaon West, Bombay 400 062



SEVENTH ANNUAL GATHERING
AT SHIRDI

It is proposed to hold the Annual gathering of the
contributors to Shri Sai Leela Magazine at Shirdi on
Tuesday the 3rd February 1981 and Wednesday the 4th of
February 1981. Darshan of Shri Sai Baba, cultural
programmes, mutual introduction, discussions for improving
the get up and standard of Shri Sai Leela magazine and
symposium etc. are some of the programmes arranged for
for the gathering. ' '

As only the persons, who have contributed some articles
(Poem, story, article etc.', to Shri Sai Leela magnzine are
proposed to be invited to take part in the gathering, those
people, who have contributed at least three articles to Shri
Sai Leela magazine during the last six years, will be invited
by the Shirdi Sansthan to partake in the gathering. Those
people, who would like to attend the gathering with the
above stipulation, are requested to return the form printed
overleaf duly filled in, to the Court Receiver before 17th
January 1981, on receipt of which the regular invitation will
be dispatched to the delegates by the Court Receiver. No
correspondence in connection with the gathering will be
entertained after 17th January 1981. The delegates should
not come to Shirdi before 2-2-1981.

The arrangements for tea, lodging, boarding etc, of
the delegates will be made by the Shirdi Sansthan, The
form should be returned to the following address :-

Shri K. H. Kakre,

Court Receiver, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan of Shirdi
At & P. Shirdi, Tal. Kopargaon,

Dist, Ahmednagar 423106

S. D. Parchure, ) K. H. Kakre
Sadanand Chendvankar - Court Receiver,
Secretaries J Shri Sai Baba Sansthan

Shirdi



FORM

Sub :~ 7th Annil gdthefing at' Shirdi to be held on

Tuesday and Wednesday the 3rd and 4th February 1981

Sir,

I intend to attend the seventh annual gathering of the

contributors to Shri Sai Leela, Magazine, which is proposed
to be held at Shirdi in February 1981. I am furnishing
below the information required by you. I will be thankful
to you if I am invited to attend the gathering as a delegate.

K
2

10.
11.

12,

Full Name (Surname first)
Full Address:

Occupation:
Educational Qualifications:
Agel _
I am /am not a subscriber of Shri Sai Leela English /
Marathi issue
If subscriber No. English /| Marathi
I contribute prose articles / poemsi

Captions of the articles or poems: (only for reference)
Month Year

1)
2)
3)
4)
3)

Is anybody accompanying you? Yes/No

My wife / husband [ son [/ daughter | brother / sister is
going to accompany me (only one) -

[.intend / do not intend / to move a resolotion at the
gathering, (Resolution may be written on a separate
sheet and' sent along with your commands thereon).

Signature



LOOK TO ME

Shri Sai Baba asked His devotees to look to Him. His
sadhana was simple. The sadhaka has to look at his Guru
constantly with steadfast faith. And the Guru in turn will look
back with grace.

DIVINE COMMUNION

‘This is nothing but divine communion with the Guru or
the Godhead. Shri Babe's guru did not teach Him any mantra
of sadhana. His sadhana was of simple surrender. The faith
and patience, was the Dakshina paid by Shri Baba to His Guru.
Shri Baba surrendered to His Guru with faith and patience. The
Guru in turn looked at Him with his timeless and spaceless
grace. This is the Nath cult of simple but divine communion
with the Guru, who is none else but the God Himself.

DIVINE UPADESH

The above simple teaching is vibrant with meaning, It is
the preaching of the Guru Gita that *‘The Guru’s form should
be meditated upon” (weqAgs gy ) The disciple meditates on
the form of the Guru and merges into his divinity. He himself
becomes one with the Guru, This simple sadhana of fixing one’s
mind on Shri Baba's form is simpler than the recitation of name
(AieqTor). Shri Baba wants all of us to meditate on His form

so that he could manifest Himself in our hearts,

Shri Baba's pithy directions were potent with sense, He
assures us like the Lord of Gita that He would lift all of us,
who would fix their mind, soul, intellect and physical existence
on His form, It is His eternal promise to help, assist and save
us through the ups and downs of mundane life. *

Chakor Ajgaonkar
Y-llflTD Govt. Quarters, Bandra (East) Bombay-400 061



Shri Saibaba Mal;asamaclhi Day Celebrations

“The mxtysa:und Mahasamadhi day of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdj
was celebrated on a grand scale in the evening of 19th October
1980, Vijayadashami day, at Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Mandhir, Shenoy
Nagar, in the immediate presence of H.H. Swami Kesavaiahji,'
founder-president of Shri Sai Baba Bhaktha Samajam. The
function commenced with an invocation' song rendered by Srnt
Vijayalakshmi Sarma.

Messages, wishing the sacred function all success, were
received from Smt. Indira Gandhi, our beloved Prime Minister,
and other dignitaries. The Prime Minister observed that ‘Shri
Sai Baba was a sage in the old Indian tradition. His life and
teachings continue to inspire people”.

Shri M. Uttam Reddy, Chairman of the Samajam, welcomed
the gathering. In his address, he explained the significance of the
practical and yet noble teachings of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi. “True
devotion was the surest way to reach God’’, he said. |

While presiding over the function, Justice Mr. S. Natarajan,
Judge of the Madras High Court, paid a glorious tribute to H.H.
Swami Kesavaiahji for the noble work he has been doing for the
past few decades. He also recalled the tireless efforts of Swamiji,
who with the help of His devotees, has given us a beautiful
mandir. He also said that he and the members of his family.
were devotees of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi and great admurers
of Shri Swamiji. According to the Hindu tradition, the Judge
observea, ‘‘the father, the mother and the teacher were hailed as
Gods on earth. The teacher, who gives us knowledge and also
spiritual powers, is superior to all others. One should realise the
greatness of the divine power which is supreme. The great
devotee Arunagirinathar wanted the lord Muruga to appear before
‘him as a teacher.”” The learned judge also said that while offering
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our homage to Shri Sai Baba, they are offering their respect to
His chosen devotee, H.H Swami Kesavaiahji and added, “Shri
Sai Baba came to this world as a mortal and became a divine
being One should know the purpose of His existence in this
world. No human being, however great he might be, can predict
his span of life. The sadguru who is full of devotion and affection,
would be in a position to make us realise the path of dharma
and thereby make our existance meaningful and purposeful.
According to the Tamil saints and seers, eternal or pure love is
God (Sivam). In other words, eternal love is The Almighty™,
Justice Mr Natarajan also said, “man might achieve material
progress or he might conquer space; but it is difficult for him to
. conquer his own self. One should keep his mind under ccntrol.
One, who could conquer his mind, could conquer himself casting
off his weight.”” He also observed further, *“Guru is essential and
only with his assistance a dvotee could achieve spiritual progress.”

While addressing the gathering, H. H, Swami Kesavaiahji
urged the devotees to be truthful and humble. One should
respect the elders and be obedient. No one should think that
he is superior since all are equal in the eyes of the almighty.
Shri Sai Baba used to say often that a devotee should be humble,
Swamiji also said God was within one's heart. He said that
charity is essential and the needy should be helped. Every
devotee should chant the holy name of Shri Sai Baba or his
favourite deity and the chanting of Sai Baba's name will bring
in happiness and prosperity to a devotee. He also said that
true devotion or bhakthi is the most powerful weapon. Shri
Swamiji in his inspiring message given on the occasion observed,
“Shri Sai Baba's message is not addressed to any particular
group or school of thought, but to all and for all time. Nothing
in it becomes out of date because it has the quality of renewing
itself to suit the changing times, so that it is ever fresh and
always relevant to the problems that confront us in the dfficult
times we are passing through. Sai Cult is replete with all the
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major themes of the religious and philosophic traditions of India.
What we have to do on our part is not only to imbibe the
valuable lessons implicit and explicit in Sai Baba’s teachings
but alsé find from them practical application in every day life
In this way one can make one’s life purposeful and meaningful
and also attain inner peace, mental happiness and contentment,”

Dr C, R. K. Sarma, while proposing the vote of thanks said
that' the simple and practical teachings of Shri Sai Baba ' were
universal in outlook. Quoting a few lines from the saint-musician
Tyagaraja, he said that offering of flowers or the ringing of bells
and the like would be futile, if one found it difficult to control
his mind.

‘He also urged the devotees to pray for the sound health
and long life of Shri Swamiji.

The function was attended by more than 2,000 devotees
that came from all parts of the city and other places like, Gudur,
Bangalore; Kadiri etc, The function came to a close with the
distribution of Udi and prasadam to all the devotees present by
His Holiness Swami Kesavaiahji, s

Raja Krishna Moorthy
Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir, Shenoy Nagar, Madras, Tamilnadu




ANNAPURNA SAI

It was May 1972, when we were staying in Lucknow with
one Sai devotee. Everyday bhajans were being conducted. One
Sunday all devotees decided to hold Akhand bhajan and
Laksharchana. 1 suggested every devotee to bring from their
homes 100 grams Basmati rice each alongwith a photograph
of Baba.

The Abhishek started at 9 P.M. and after that Akhaad
Bhajan started, which went on till 6 A.M. next morning. The
collection of rice came to about 16 kgs, which was to be cooked
in ghee with almonds, kajoo and sugar. This all was brought
by the devotees from their homes in small quantities but with
big devotion. On that day (Monday) in Lucknow a huge festival
in Mankameshwar Shiv Tample was being celebrated, for which
the devotees from nearby towns like Kanpur and Allahabad had
arrived. We decided to conduct poor-feeding in that festival
with all the foodstuff collected with us. After noon Arti, we
started cooking sweet rice in a vessel, sufficiently big to cook
all the rice. The cooking was being done by me in the courtyard
alongwith singing of bhajans and discourses on Baba’s cooking
in that sacred handi, The day was very hot; but devotional
atmosphere prevailed in which people forgot about the hot
climate. As the rice was being prepared, 1 observed that the
holy word “OM?®" ~appeared on the upper surface of the rice in
Udi colour when the | rice was almost cooked and ready to be
removed from the fire. As usual the rice in the vessel had
expanded and hdd - almost reached its brim when the fire was,
withdrawn; but the expansion of rice did not stop, but kept up,
clearly showing Baba’s divine presence, which prompted everyone
to sing Baba’s bhajans feeling the divine presence of our Sadguru
in the gathering., ‘Now the ovérflowing rice' was being. collected
in extra utensils, which became a difficult job as all the utensils
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available were full and the process of overflowing seemed to be
unending. Seeing this the devotees raised their volume of singing
bhajans and this rise in volume further increased the overflow
and to store it empty vessels were borrowed from neighbours
until we were all exhausted and the time was 5 p.m. Finding
no way to stop the divine overflow, we started praying to Sadguru
to hold down the miracle and soon our prayer was heard which
checked the overflow. Now the entire rice containers were kept
before Baba’s Photo in the room (Mandir) and doors were
closed A strange divine smell prevailed in the whole atmosphere
reminding me the times when Baba's physical presence used to
create similar divine smell at Shirdi.

The full load of rice was loaded in five cars and sent for
poor-feeding and the house was duly locked as everyone proceeded
to the Shiva temple.

On _our return, another miracle awaited us. When the
bhajan room was opened we found an impressive old man, in
milky white beard and garua clothes, sitting in the chair Having
overcome our surprise, we all felt the personality sitting on the
chair was none other than Sadguru Sai Baba, who could only
enter the locked room. Now every one found some place to
sit in the room, including the ladies, Baba came and sat near
me and asked me to sing a bhajan on harmonium, which I did
while he played on tabla. Then Baba asked me to play ‘Thaptal’
on tabla while he would sing himself, Since I did not know how
to play Thaptal, having a desire to learn it, I expressed my
inability to play Thaptal Baba immediately told me the matra
of [rhaptal, which then I could play on the tabla very well,
alongwith Baba singing a bhajan, Then we were blessed with a
discourse for a short while.

The programme was over; but no one wanted to leave for
home as such opportunity was rare in one’s life, Sleeping
arrangements were made then and there. It was decided that all
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gents would sleep outside on the lawn alongwith Babaji and a)
ladies inside. Baba's bed was spread by my side as pq‘
instructions from him.

At four in the morning when I got up. as usual, Baba wag
not secen on his bed and he was not found anywhere even whey
we all searched for him.

Whenever, wherever there is a. devotional gathering
" devotees Sadguru is always present there, in human form, a
one cannot identify him. One needs much more devotion to do so

Shri Swami Slnilylnlnd
Camp Sai Information Centre, SCF 18, Sector 19-D, Chandigarh-19
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God Galls

QOur God calls us all... !
Our Lord calls us all....!
Fondly Shirdi Saibaba beckons
All eager to bless us....!
Our God calls us all,. .!!!
Wiping our bitterest tears,
Guarding us safe in his arms,
Bearing us through the most
Painful of losses,
He surely restores us
To safety and happyness....
Our God calls us all!!!
Wasted by sickness and pain,
No matter wherefrom you come,
Draw near the fountain
Of healing so certain,
Yet freely bestowed on
Who ask in his holy name...,
Our God calls us all!!!
Bent down by sorrow and fear,
Cast out by all near and dear,
Look up to Shirdi Saibaba
The surest of anchors
For comfort most lasting
And peace that endures....
Our God calls us all !!!
At times of despair and woe,
Strength and all succour he gives,
He is thy light, and guide
And salvation is most certain,
So draw near him,
Without a moment’s delay....
Our God calls us all!!!

Dr. Babaji
Sai Cottage, Udhampur P. O. Kashmir



Play the Game of Life Cheerhllly

The root cause of all our troubles is the ego (‘*Ahankar™)
in us, If we get rid of the ego, and conquer our senses, the
desires perish automatically. Just like the members of a family
hover round the head of the family, the six enemies of mankind
viz, Kama, Krodha, Lobha, Mada, Moha afid Matsar hover

round Ahankar.
O E R TR |

During our young age, the Ahankar was just like the
reflection in a mirror, It had not gained any momentum, As
the age advances, our desires and wants increase day-by-day in
great proportion. We stoop to any means to achieve our object.
The ‘ego” in us spreads its hood like Adishesha and takes deep
root in us. It grows to such enormous proportion that it
makes us blind to reality. It curbs the power in us to reason
out things in the right manner, It makes our head reel, drunk
with haughtiness. We feel and declare that we have done this
and that, forgetting that there is something beyond our control,
guiding our destiny. We become reckless and allow the ego to
gallop in its own way blindly, like an unbridled horse. And lo!
What is the result? The ego spreads its tentacles deeply and
makes us its slave, The mind, like a monkey, becomes the
master, fans our desires on worldly pleasures, and plans to achieve
them at any cost.

Let us not allow the mind to go astray. Just as the clouds
cover the sun while passing over, the cloud of Ahankar shrouds
our ‘Gnana Surya' or ‘Brahman’’. It is much easier to conquer
anger, nay, to sacrifice even our wealth, wife and children; but,
it is not that much easy to eradicate ‘Ahankar’ completely at
one stroke. We have to try it and erase it in slow stages. Even
if there is the slightest tinge of ‘Ahankar’ in us, we can never
reach the lotus feet of our Ishta Devata and attain the
supreme bliss.

When Droupadi was put to shame in Duryodhana’s court,
she prayed to Krishna to protect her. While doing so, she was
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trying to hold the end of her saree, in one hand to protect her
modesty. There was no help coming. Then suddenly she
surrendered herself completely by throwing both her hands above
her head and fervently prayed to Krishna to come to her rescue,
and her prayers were answered swiftly and Droupadi was saved
from disgrace,

Abankar is the thread that keeps together all the beads of
oux, desires ~(Asha-Pasha). Once this thread is cut, all the six
enemies will automatically perish. So let us not waste our
-efforts to get rid of the six enemies; but make a determined
effort to first root out the ‘ego’ in us. Let us look to the
Creator to guide us on the right path. We are not the doer.
The whole Universe is the body of the Lord and all ‘forms’ are
His limbs, Just as the limbs in the human body act as per the
wishes of the brain, so also all creatures act according to the
blissful expressions of the Omnipotent Almighty, The world is
ncthing but a divine play of the Lord, and nothing moves unless
He ordains it, And life is a dream being concretised by the
illusive power of ‘Maya’; and every individual gets his or her
worth as per the deeds, done in the previous birth, We should,
therefore, take the ‘Pleasures’ and ‘Sorrows’ merely as passing
clouds in a dream and treat them alike, Let us not harbour
any evil thought or malice or envy in our mind, Let us be
honest in our thoughts, words and deeds. Let us not be swayed
by the pleasures and pains that befall us.

Let us, therefore, surrender completely to the all powerful
Supreme and do our duty. Our Master Shri Sai knows what is
best for us and good to us, He never hesitates to give us what
we deserve. Even if it is to be a bitter thing, He reduces the
bitterness by giving it a sugar coating,

Let us therefore play the game of life cheerfully. e

R. S. Ramakrishnan
'Nagsal Vihar® 31, Dr. Radhakrishnan Road, Madras-600 004



To the Devotees of Shri Sai Baba

As a sai devotee gince 1941, [ visited many of the Sai temples,
which have come up in various places all over India. No doubt,
the devotees, who started these Mandirs must have had some
intuitional and inspiring powers with Shri Sai Baba’s blessings,
But my opinion is that these spiritual centres should keep their
structural areas and other fund-collecting activities to a minimum
and practise only Baba’s teachings and help the frustrated
humanity. to attain higher spiritual standards. I feel sad to see
some organisations gradually forced to drift to malpractices and
money-making devices.

Politics and malpractices have taken possession for lack of
honest devotees. Thus, to avoid all this to some degree for
mental solace, a devotee whoever is struggling for the spiritual
upliftment, should collect only the funds which come voluntarily
and-maintain the mandir accordingly.

In some places, replicas of Shri Sai Baba's Samadhi have
been constructed which might create some confusion among the
the younger generation as to where actually the mortal remains
of Shri Sai Baba are interned. In certain places Dhuni is prepared;
in one way it may be practical, but it cannot have the same
effect as the Dhuni of Shirdi, which was originated by the divine
hands of Baba, Moreover, the devotees have a special yearning
to go to Shirdi at least once during lifetime, if not once a year
as all the rivers pourinto the ocean,

Most of the mandirs have been started initially with greal
enthusiasm and a sizeable budget, but they could not derive the
originality, sanctity and spirit of Shirdi Samadhi Mandir and
Sansthan. Although Shri Baba lived in Shirdi for sixty long
years, He is omnipresent, and His teachings repeatedly emphasize
the value of human birth and life in harmony for lokasangraha.
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Sai Baba is Mai Baap, no doubt, but He is a great
taskmaster also.

In recent years, Baba’s devotees have increased in number
from far and near; people of power and dignitaries are also
visiting Shirdi. Such dignitaries, when they come to Shirdi,
craving for Baba’s blessing, should bear in :hmd that they are
also only devotees, among other devotees, and should not cxpect
any preferential and/or V.I.P. treatment. Thls would ease the
strain on the management of Shirdi Sansthan. The rich and the
poor, the old and the young are all equal in Sai Baba’s Durbar.

In my recent visit to Shirdi, I found progressive develnpmcnt
and the staff are also co=operating to maintain the high nt:ndards
of the Sansthan, which are expected by the de?utees. I am sure
that, under the able management of thefCourt Receiver Shri Kakre
Saheb, the Sansthan will maintain these high standards for a
long time to come. - ' &

Mprs. Sarojini Devarajalu
Ma Niketan, 21/2 Aswini Datta Road, Calcutta 700 029

Shri Baba Came to Me

With the blessings of Baba, I started the construction of a
house after obtaining loan from the Government, In May 1980,
I' was transferred from the place to another place. As a result
I had to wvacate the Gnvgrnmeut quarter:- but after praying to
Baba, I applied for retaining the quarter for a few months so
that my family could stay for the education of my childern and
I would continue to stay alone in a room at the place of my
new posting. I decided to complete the construstion work of
the house as quickly as possible with a view not to disturb the
mind of my children, when we would vacate the Government
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quarter. Finally my wife, my hephew and all my family members
decided to enter the new house and worship God there on the
Vijayadashmi Day (18.10.80) though some work was yet to be
completed. We had informed this to only a few close friends.

As decided tha priest was invited and we took the photo
of our family Goddess, photo of Shri Sai Baba and two photos
of my Guru, who is the disciple of Baba and through whom I
became the devotee of Baba and entered the new house, The
Pooja was performed and the priest left us informing that be
would come back for lunch,

"It was about 11 a.m, on the same day (18,10.80). One of
my friepds,. by name Shri Jorapur, came with his three years
daughter. to the new. house, .Immediately when he entered, he
told that as . Iam a devotee.of Baba he has brought for me a
statue of “Baba’ on this auspicious day, To my surprise, for
the last many. years .Shni Jorapur visits my home; but he had
ngver brought even the photo of Shri Baba. 1 took that statue
and prayed. After the departure of Shri Jorapur, I told my wife
dnd other family members that this is no one else but “Baba”
himsélf, who came to give his blessings, I have no words to
express my joy that Baba gave me darshan on this auspicious
day and proved that he is with us,

I bow my head to Baba forever and pray for his blessings
to us if any mistake has been committed by us either knowingly
or unknowingly. I also pray to Him to remain with us forever.

| F. R. Joshi
No, 13-C, Government Quarters, Panaji - Goa St. Ines

&
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Principle and Patience

There was a man in a certain village. He approached a
Mahatma to seek his advice in order to attain a happy life. The
Mahatma showered his holy blessings on him and asked him to
adhere to a principle according to which he should not take his
meal unless he saw the face of the farmer. who resided in
his neighbourhood.

The learned man stuck’ to this principle and followed it
accordingly for about twelve years. Unless he saw the face of the
particular neighbour, he would not take his daily food. It became
his regular habit by and by. He used to take his meal only
after- seeing the face of the neighbouring farmer. Inspite of
difficulties, he continued to follow the principle patiently.

One day the farmer went out of his hut early in the morning.
Consequently the man could not see him and remained hungry
till noon. Thereafter he wandered here and there anxiously in
search of the farmer. Ultimately by the evening, he was fortunate
enough to locate him in the forest, where the farmer was busy
in digging the earth,

The man approached him in order to see his face, No
sooner than he went near the farmer and saw his face, the man
turned back and started returning home in order to satisfy the
hunger. He had gazed only the face but not the activities of
the farmer.

The farmer thought that the neighbour had come to him
without his knowledge and moreover he had turned back
without speaking a single word, The farmer was now suspicious
that perhaps the sccrecy of his activities would be disclosed.

It might spread amongst all the villagers.

! ri rfl.f-’ !
As a matte.r of fact the farmer was hollowing out a

hldde,n underground treasure. He therefore induced the man to
come . cack and. insisted upon him to share half of the treasure.
By the grace of the Mahatma, the man could no longer resist and
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. accepted the treasure. No Wd to tell that he was happy
thereafter in the whole of his life. We should therefore always
stick to some good principles with patience and faith in our life,
The results will always be favourable. This is a key to attain
success in life.

Dr. Anil Jayaswal, Chitar Oal, Nagpur 2

“SAI” MY GODI!

“Sai"’ is my God

“Baba" is my Lord

All is given to me by Him
My life is His reward.

He burnt the fire

On grassless soil

And lighted the lights

Without the oil '
He removed the darkness
On the Diwali-night
The number of his miracles
Made Shirdi very bright.

Thou art the rich
Amongst the richest
‘Sai’ is the supreme
Master of masters.
When *‘He’ is behind me
I can never be sad
‘¢Sai’ is my God
‘Sai’ is my Lord, x

Ashish Vijay Hajare

(Age-12 years)
C/6, Gumpha Darshan, 1st Carter Road
Borivali (East) Bombay 400066



SAINT GADGEMAHARA]
By Dr. S. D. Parchure M, A., Ph, D,

(Continued from December 1980 issue)

When the unwelcome visitor was thus identified as Shri
Gadgemaharaj, the matchbox was immediately given with due
apologies, The dry stalks of corn were then immediately lighted
and Shri Gadgemaharaj and Shri Jagannath Thakur warmed
themselves by the fire lit by them. The honour for Shri Maharaj
in ‘that area was so much that even at that odd hour of the
night, about twenty-five villagers gathered there after having
come to know that Shri Gadgemaharaj was in their village. The
vlllage peeple repeatedly requested Shri Meheraj to stay in the
ﬂllege fer the, night and promised to accompany him in the
mernmg upte Rmameehan but Shri Maharaj was not a person
who weuld wail upto that time. After waiting at the bon-fire
for~ eeme t1me, he etarted aleng with Shri Thakur for the
enwerd journey,

After they walked for about two miles, they came to a
village. It was about 4 a.m. in the morning when they reached
the village. As it was the day of the fair at Rinamochan, some
bullock-carts from that village were starting for Rinamochan.
When they saw one bullock-cart which was about to start,
Shn Maharnj asked Shri Thakur to enquire with the cartman
_ whether he would take them to Rinamochan on due payment.
The cartman asked for eight annas per seat and after ascertaining
"from Shri Thakur whether he had one rupee with him, Shri
Maharaj got into the cart alongwith Shri Thakur. The cartman
bhad not seen who the passengers were and after starting the cart,
he started beating the bullocks for running with speed. Shri
Maharaj was as usual immediately upset to see this cruelty. He
at once rushed forward and catching the hand of the cartman
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said, **Are you the owner of these mute animals or a butcher?
In what bad way are you thrashing the bullocks? If somebody
would dash against you when you are carrying a load on
your head, then how much upset would you become? But these
poor animals are being mercilessly thrashed by you when they
are carrying such a big load for you. Because of your this
cruelty you will never prosper, Bear it in mind.”

When the cartman turned back and saw that his passenger
was none else than Shri Gadgemaharaj, he felt ashamed for the
cruelty shown by him to his bullocks. In the meanwhile, Shri
Maharaj got down the cart and said, “we do not want to give
further trouble to the bullocks, we will walk up the remaining
di g

The cartman spoke very remorsefully and requested Shri
Maharaj to show mercy on him. He promised Shri Maharaj
not to beat his bullocks any time in future and to treat them
very kindly. In order to show his resolution, he also threw
away his stick, but Shri Maharaj was determined not to travel
by the cart. He said to the cartman, *'Good Sir, these bullocks
help you to earn your livelihood. Your life is depending entirely
on them. You should therefore care for them even more than
your children; but you are treating them in such a manner that
even the butcher would be sorry to see that; what difference is
there between you and the butcher?”

After reprimanding the cartman in such a manner, Shri
Maharaj again got into the cart at the request of the cartman;
but very soon they came near a river. On seeing that, Shri
Maharaj got down and told the cartman not to take the cart
through the ice-cold water of the river. He requested the cartman
to take the cart from upstream where the bullocks will not have
to wade through water. The cartman could not now argue with
Shri Maharaj and he turned his cart in the direction shown by
Shri Mabaraj; but Shri Maharaj had still no confidence in the
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cartman and so he waited up to the time when he became sure
that the cartman went in the proper direction,

Shri Thakur was sorry that he would now have to wade
through the ice-cold water of the river; but there was no appeal
before Shri Maharaj and when he-himself was going to traverse
that distance through the water, Shri Thakur had to accompany
Shri Maharaj. The ice-cold water benumbed the légs of Shri
Thakur, but when Shri Maharaj himself was going through the
ordeal, Shri Thakur could not complain in any manner, Ultimately
after .somehow crossing the river both went to the place . where
they had to go for the keertan. At the proposed site of the
keeran there was a saptah going on and people were singing
bhajans there. As Shri Maharaj did not want to disturb them,
he started walking through a field, The harvest season was just
over and the crop of jawar was just reaped from the field leaving
the stems in the field. While walking through the ficld one sharp
stem cut into the leg of Shri Maharaj and he started bleeding,
He sat down and felt the wound when he found that the wound,
which was nearly half inch wide, was bleeding profusely. On
seeing that Shri Maharaj said, “Let us go into a hut nearby,
There you may warm yourself for a while,”” On listening to these
words of Shri Maharaj, Shri Thakur was overwhelmed with
feelings. He had no words to speak about the care that Shri
Maharaj used to take for others inspite of his own bad wound,
They sat in the nearby hut for some time and warmed themselves
a little. In the morning when Shri Thakur saw the wound, he
was shocked to see the power of endurance of Shri Maharaj
to bear the pain bravely. The wound was so deep that any
other man would not have moved from the place, The wound
was dressed in the morping and Shri Thakur requested Shri
Maharaj to take rest for a while; but he started moving about
as if nothing had happened, Rather than taking any rest himself
be requested Shri Thakur to take rest for sometime and he went
out, People started gathering for his darshan and therefore he
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could not have any rest. After looking at the leg, which wag
bandged, some people asked what was the matter, When Shrj
Thakur explained the whole story of his travel with Shri Mahara;j
on the previous night, right from Amaravati to Rinamochan, all
felt much and wondered at the attitude of Shri Maharaj towards
the mute animals and his bent of mind, which was always ready
to take trouble, but always wanted to avoid giving trouble to
others, whether they were human beings or mute animals,

As the above incident, that took place on the way, was
fresh in the mind of Shri Gadgemaharaj, he spoke only on that
subject in his keertan on the same night. He advised the farmers
to show mercy on their bullocks and cows. He also told them
that their happiness mainly depends on their willingness to work
and it is their effort that helps them to lead to prosperity. He
therefore requested all to take care of these mute animals even
more than their own children, The audience, which had gathered
for the keertan, numbered in thousands and mostly consisted of
farmers. So this advice was quite proper to them and they all
appreciated the apt advice, that Shri Maharaj gave to them in
h is keertan.

Shri Gadgemaharaj spent his whole life in this manner not
caring for his pleasure for a moment. He was grieved to see
the bad condition of the village people due to their habit of
drinking liquor and taking loans for various purposes and wasting
the money on unnecessary and frivolous matters. Offering of
hens and goats to gods and killing these animals was another
bad tradition against which Shri Maharaj fought throughout his
life. He was also grieved to find the observance of untouchability
by the society and tried to remove it by his preaching and by
his own behaviour. He saw the inconvenience caused to the
pilgrims, who visit most of the places of pilgrimage in Maharashtrs,
and tried his best to provide dharmashalas and other places of
residence at those places from donations to the tune of lacs of
rupees, which flowed automatically. When he spent his whol¢



SAINT GADGEMAHARA] 37

life in this fashion for the good of others, he never thought of
rest or personal pleasure, Samarth Ramdasswami advised people
to spend their life like the sandle-wood, which is rubbed and
which gets reduced day by day only for giving fragrance and
coolness to others, (AT =9 @ @wid) and it was only
Saint Gadgemaharaj, who followed it to the last letter. Anybody
will feel like bowing his head before such a saint, which only a
land like Maharashtra is able to produce because of its long
tradition of saints direct from Saint Dnyanadeo, Eknath, Ramdas,
Tukaram and many others who lived in this land and directed
people in spiritual and religious matters.

The following are the outstanding events in the life of this
great saint.

Birth 23-2-1876
Father's death 1884

Goes to Dapure at the house
of his maternal uncle 1884

Marriage 1892
Birth of daughter Aloka 1899 Nasik dharmashala trust 1930
Birth of daughter, Alandi dharmashala
Kalawati 1900 trust 1930
Birth of son, Mudgal 1902 Parit dharmashala at

Death of mother
Sakhubai 1923

Death of Govinda (son) 1923

Parit dharmashala,
Pandharpur 1925

Meeting with Guru 1904 at Alandi 1030
Leaves the house 1905 Dehu dharmashala 1930
Birth of 20d son Sadawarta at Nasik 1932
Govinda ; 1905 Akul dharmashala, Pune 1940
Rinamochan Yatra 1906 Parit dharmashala

1908 Tryambakeshwar 1948

Ghat on river Poorna .
Gorakshan at Nagarwad 1952

Parit dharmashala at

Rinamochan 1014 Gorakshan at Rahuri 1053
Chokhamela dharmashala, Dhnrl_nashala at J.J.
Pandharpur 1917 Hospital Compound 1964
Govinda’s marriage 1919 Death 20-12-56
Maratha dharmashala, Cremation at

Pandharpur 1020 Amaravati 21-12-56
Sadawarta at Pandharpur 1921 Y



Swamijis' Sweet Memories

[Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji, the President of All India Saj
Samaj, Madras, entered into Mahasamadhi at Bangalore on
14-1-1980, The following article is therefore published on the first
anniversary of the Mahasamadhi of this great saint :=Editor]

In one of his poems the famous Indian poet Dr. Rabidranath
Tagore wrote as follows,

*“0, Fool, to try to carry Thyself upon Thy own shoulder!
O, beggar, to come to beg at Thy own door]

Leave all Thy burdens on his hands, who can bear all, and
never look behind in regret.

Thy desire at once puts out the light from the lamp it
touche with its breath, It is unholy - take not Thy gifts through
its unclean hands, Accept only what is offered by sacred love.”

Late Radhakrishna Swamiji grasped the full meaning of this
gem of a poem very early in the life, He fully realised that it
is futile to carry the burden of one’s problems on one’s i.e,
human shoulders; for our shoulders are frail and will bend under
the burden. He therefore, cast his entire burden on the able
shoulders of Shri Sai Baba.

He also understood the true nature of human problems,
which are self-created through unending and unholy desires which
enmesh the human soul in eternal chain of birth and death,
He accordingly, put out his desire and surrencered himself totally
at the lotus feet of Shri Sai Baba to attain the highest aspiration
-freedom from the chain of birth and death,

For us Sai devotees, he was an ideal example of true Sai
devotion. For, he accepted what was offered by the sacred love
of Shri Baba, Sai-devotees! Do we ever think in self-introspection,
how much we care for Shri Baba and what He offers? Do we
not feel that we approach Baba more often than not for worldly
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comforts and pleasures? Is not our devotion to Baba for fulfilling
our unholy and undeserving desires? I do not deny that I am
also one of your clan, whose prayers like yours are for removal
of our. personal hardships. Yet I strongly feel, that this is not
the aim. of our human existence. And Baba often emphasised
that His treasury was full of imperishable wealth i.e, the wealth
of Viveka and Vairagya for which very few of his devotees wished,

Swamiji had aspired for this true wealth of Shri Baba and
therefore, remains for us, an excellent example of Sai devotion.
He left the comforts of rich man’s home to grasp the full
meaning of his. name i.e. Radhakrishna, When his Guru
commanded that to know the meaning, he would be required to
leave his home and come to Madras, Swamiji did this willingly.
He fasted till He got the true explanation of His personal name
through, .vision that he got of Radha, who led Him to Krishna
i.e, devotion led him to Jnana.

Sai Devotees! It is not enough to know what the devotion
and Jpana are. The experience of these has to run through one’s
blood to transmit it to those, who are thirsty for it. Yet cannot
reach it as they are enmeshed in devotion to their desires and
not to Shri Baba. Swamiji fully understood this human dilemma
of our simultaneous and equally strong desires for the material
and the spiritual things, To resolve this dilemma, his actions
spoke tor him as he gently goaded us, ‘*Are not we lazy? Do
we exert enough to receive grace of Shri Baba?'' We were thus
awakened from our sweet slumber of inertia, Yes, we used to
tell ourselves that today we forgot to begin the day with
Sai's name, Yes, we also forgot to read Sai Satcharita as we
got up late in the morning, Thus slowly and slowly Swamiji led
us to cur true goal in Life by indirectly hinting at our shortcomings.

Swamiji also taught us through personal example that charity
is not an empty word. It should begin at home, [ was told by
a very close friend of mine that Swamiji gave the costly shawl
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with which He was honoured earlier at the Shirdi gatheirng ;!
4 poor man, Who was shivering in biting cold, In doing thiy
he showed that Baba was one with all. "To him it was Bab
who was shivering and therefore he parted with his shawl as h,
identified himsel Fully with the entire creation. Swamiji we
pure through and through, He never hated anyone for his defecty
We found that he was equally cheerful in the company of me
and women of diverse temperaments, I never saw him raise a
eyebrow or his voice. He got things done most unobtrusively
without a trace of any command or demand.

Such a saintly soul as his will not shed its luminous light iz
future in our annual gathering.  Yet his spirit and his sweg
memory will guide us and light up our course of worldy ]DI.IIM',!
like a light-housé in the stormy sea, J}

. Anil Keshavrao Rasd
21/382, BPT Staff Qrts. Reynolds Rd., Wadala (BEast), Bombay 3]

{
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Towards A Purposeful Life

Bhagwan Sai Baba is the living force guiding the millions
of his devotees. Modern man tossed and torn between isms and
logies, puzzled and confounded by the conflicting ideas, tired and
troubled with ills of life, is fortunately thrown on the shores of
Sai Baba'’s compassion. His humane tenderness and hopeful
message blows over the afflicted man like a gentle wind and
wakes him from his stupor.

Baba’s devotees enjoy supreme bliss and peace of mind just
by chanting his name, If they bave unwavering faith in Baba,
they need not feel restless.

There is a reference in the Bhagawat Purana to 24 Gurus,
by following whose examples a devotee can attain peace of mind
and lead a blissful life. In this article, a humble effort has
been made to combine Baba's maxims with the 24 Gurus referred
to in the Bhagawat purana,

Baba has said ‘‘cast your burden on me and I shall surely
carry the burden.” One can learn a lot from any object - whether
living or non-living.

1. EARTH - Mother earth teaches patience, Even though we
abuse earth to the maximum extent, earth is very tolerant. To
quote Baba ‘'Let people slander you, blame you, abuse you, if
they will; answer them not, their slander, blame or abuse can
bore no holes on your physical body, can inflict no injury.”

2, AIR ~ It is life-giving and remains pure irrespective of whether
it flows over sweet smelling objects or pungent odoured objects.
Similarly one should neither get elated on hearing a happy
news nor get depressed on hearing a sad news, Baba has said,
“Nope can escape its pre-destined course, howsoever he may
take it merrily or grumblingly.”
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3. SKY -1It hasa vg;.p, span nvqg l n ects :t reminds g

all pervading God. [t “Baba's Wwor - Ncﬁ an mta of space j;
devoid of God".. One .should;visualie, God /i eyery-Qrefture,

4. WATER - [t always rcmams clean, sweet and readrly available,
One should lead a clean life. Baba asks thp devntees, “w*lth tHe
tonguc you have chant ﬁls name# thh Ehe eart_sﬁ j}gar HIS glor}

with the eyes see His r'.nanll'esl.‘atit:r.lyir,r qute no time 111 t['lﬂ'&*.
Human body - God’s gift-is seldom’ ubtamed i

5. FIRE - Fire burns all objects but still retains its originality,
A devotee continuousiy ’pr‘aj.'s to &qd and wsua]lses dmci in all
beings just as fire takes ‘the shape ‘of ﬂb]ECIS 1t ;,s l?urnmg ?aba

has asked, “Treat others in the way ynu ‘wish they shnuld
treat yﬂu.

6: MOON - Even though moon has scafs, they ‘have no’ eﬂ‘ect un
him. The rise and ‘fall' of “flames have nn effect on ”ﬁre
devotee should take the dfﬂ'e}'ent sta‘ges m I:I“e - chlldhopd ynulh
maturity - as they come and should “néf° attach  too = miich
importance to .happiness or, misery.. . Baba commands, .20 not
draw cumpansuns between ynurself aud others E@g}g one has
what he deserves.”’

7. SUN - Through his penetrating rays of -light; -sun takes:away
water from ponds, rivers, lakes and seas.  He is not selfish to
use it for his purpose, but returns it in the form of rain. . A devotes
should not retain all that he has got in life, but should give i
charity to poor and needy. To recapitulate Baba, ‘'Help the poor,
feed the hungry and afford shelter to the homeless. God assumes
diverse forms and there is no knowing when and in what form
He will appear before 'you and beg. So do not be harsh to's
begger, do not give vent to'anger, but remain silent if you are
not inclined to give him.’*

8. DOVE - In a forest there lived a male dove, which was muds
attached to the family and kids. One day when it returned to
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the nest, it found its family being trapped in a hunter's net.
Unableito., bear the separation, it.gets intp gh.e*net dnd faces death.
This story tells that a devotee should never be attached to the
familyvand other worldly.8ffairs; 'The:sole' gith must-Be to:attain
God' and salvation.

S PYTHON 2Tts “nature s “to “stay in one place. It does not
move around searching for food and feels contented by*#hafﬂcr
it gets, - Sumllarly a devotee should never aspire for delicious
food, put he should consume’, anly 50- much food - which ‘would
enable h:m to sustam his }Lfe An fact Baha has called upon,
“Nelther fast nor uvareat I:ut -be tcmperate in food, dnnk etc.”

IU SEA Sea remains the same whether the rivers joining it are.
full as in rzunyr season or dcpt:lcd as in summer. A devotee
s'hould ‘never feel elated when h& is happy nor depr:ssed when he
faces mlseﬁf " A’ devotee remains quiet, calm and cunmntrates on
God.- ‘Baba ‘has’ said, “Do mot worry about nthers sms You
Il'.'ﬂﬂd yuur own self 'and keep it tamtless. pure.”

ll MOTHS The ‘moths always get attracted b)r the flames of
a l’ire and meet a natural death. Similarly those permns, who
are. nttracted in & mad fury by feminine beauty and worldly.
quurm, face destruction just as moths fall into fire. This
remiinds Babas’ maxim, “He is the creator, the sustamcr_. the
destroyer of this world.” ==

12. BEES - The bees do not depend on any one flower for:their
honey requirement, but move from one flower to another. When
they store honey in a bee-hive for a future day, they face a
chanee of getting destroyed. Similarly a devotee should not
de;';cnd- ‘on any one source but acquire knowledge from different
sources and he should never save for the future day, To quote
Baba, “Oniy he suffers, who does a wicked act, why should
others worry about it?"”
(to be continued)
Dr. G. R. Vijaykumar
Malayalam Plantations, POZHUTHANA 673575 South Wynod



Samadhi Day Celebrations at Chandigarh

‘The 62nd Samadhi day of Lord Sai Nath was observed at
Kothi No, 344, Sector 21~A, Chandigarh on 15th Oect. 1980
from 6.00 p.m. to 9,00 p.m. when about 100 devotees attended
the functlon.

Bhajans Were sung on the life of Sai Baba by Shri I,P.
Mehta, J.K. Puri, N.K. Gupta, Harish Chander, Ashu Tosh etc.
and discourses were also dilivered by Shri I,P. Metha, President
of “Shirdi Sai Samaj and Shri J.K, Puri Vice-president, Shirdi
Sai Mission,

_ ln the discourses Shri J.K. Puri, Vice-president Shirdi Sai
Mission, told the gathering about the services ‘rendered by Lord
Saj -Nath for the welfare of the people. [At first Sai Baba
distributed medicines for the welfare of the people and later
on He distributed Udhi for the welfare of all the communities
irrespective of cast, creed nr religion. He requested the gathermg
to do the selfless services ‘at the feet of Sai Nath., He appealed
that all should donate liberally for' the construction of Lord Sai
Nath Tcmple at Chandlgarh 'Many devotees contnbuted on the
spot for the same.

-.Ip the end he said, *“I am sure that Lord Sai Nath Temple.
mil be conmstructed shortly with the help of all the Sai Devotees.”

J. K. Puri.
Vice~President, Shirdi Sai Mission, H. No. 78,
Sector 16-A, Chandigarh

24
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Nothing is Impossible for Baba

We learnt this at the time of the marriage of our daughter
on 8th April, 1979,

As the crucial date fixed for the marriage of my daughter,
Alka, was coming nearer and nearer, our worries were increasing
more and more due to the rainy season, which was becoming
stronger day by day. In many cases, we had seen that the
beautiful arrangements made by the people on the bride’s side
to recieve and to entertain the Barat had been spoiled altogether
on account of heavy rainfall coming at the mick of time. Luckily,
one or two days before the due date of the marriage of my
daughter, the sky had become clear and we heaved a sigh of
relief; but, just on the marriage day, after the shamianas had
been pitched and the decoration work was in progress, suddenly
clouds started assembling in the sky. These clouds went on
becoming darker and darker. By the evening, it was crystal clear
that very heavy rainfall would be imminent, creating an
embarrassing position for us, There was no chance for us to
even think of making any alternate arrangement. At that critical
hour, I prayed vehemently to ever-gracious Shirdi Sai Baba
requesting Him to save us from the chaos. The thundering and
lightening continued. Suddenly, it started raining cats and dogs
throughout Delhi but within a radius of about one K.M, from
my residence (S-12/1048, R.K, Puram, New Delhi) not a drop of
water fell. The marriage of my daughter was solemnised without
any problem, Everybody was astonished at the miraculous favour
bestowed upon us by the Almighty Lord, Shri Shirdi Sai Baba.

My daughter, Alka Markan, happily married, is living in
J-419, Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi and any of the readers is
welcome to get the above statement verified from her in order
to satisfy himself with the fact that “NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE
FOR BABA)” 3

J. R, Laroiya
Pay & Accounts Officer, Central Excise H.Qrs. Indore (M.P))



SAL IN FORMATION CENTRE

‘Wishes all readers of Shri Sai Leela

'a happy & prosperous NEW YEAR

Sadgurtr - Sai Nath Maharaj - of Shirdi; The most
active saint (Avtar) of this tcentuty even after His
Mahasamadhi (15-10-1918) continues to Iook after HIS
devotees (who always feel) His presence ‘around) to

fulfil His promise (Shri Sa; Satchanta (80) P. 2.40)
“IF YOU LOOK TO ME | LOOK TO YOU

One such fortunate Sai-blessed has dedicated the
rest of His life in spreading Saism. To sow the seed
of Sai in the minds of would-be devotees, a big hall
is converted into a Sai Temple, in this centre, where .
Baba’s life and teachings are displayed (self explanatory)
through a number of big-size photographs in colour."
Regular bhajans and kirtans are being held in this Temple -
Baba's photographs and other Prachar items including "
sacred Udi from Shirdi are sent Free of cost when_‘:
demanded. Please write a simple postcard and ask for
such items on Baba’s name only (no obligation and no
donation acceptable). Please do not send even |

stamped envelope for reply.

SAl INFORMATION CENTRE,;
SCF 18, Sector 19-D, CHANDIGARH Pin 160019
i s S A OO OO




“OCTOBER: 1980

( Continusd from D-cember
. 1980 issue )
S ' I D, . Names of persons. who
- E ; gave their programmes in the
Samadhi Mandir.

44 Mrs. Saroj Shukla. 45 Miss Manorama Pratapnarayan
Vajpeyi. 46 Shri Prakash Vishnupant Thosar, Balsad, 47 Shri
Dattatray Damodar Rasane, Pune, 48 Shri Baburao Sunder Tavar,
Nandurbar, 49 Shri Aanandgiri Gosavi, Sangamner, 50 Shri
Dnyanoba Tatyaba Wadekar, Shirdi.. 51 Shri Bala Pilaji Gurav,
Shirdi, 52 Shri Shridhar Pundlik Sonar, Hadapsar. 53 Miss
Mani Sitaram, Shirdi. 54 Shri Gajanan Narayan Patil, Panvel.
55 Shrikrishna Band Pathak, Bombay. 56 Miss Charushila Belsare,
Thane. 57 Shri Vilas Mahadik, Bombay. 58 Shri Diwakar Sawant,
Bombay.. 59 Shri Satyawan V. Maladkar. 60 Shri Ramakant
Mirgal, Bombay. 61 Shri Vasant Kamate, Bombay. 62 ghri
Raghunath Nagre, Shirdi. 63 Shri Shantaram Mirane, Shirdi
64 Shri Sukdeo Shantaram Nandvikar, Bombay. 65 Shri Vilas
Paralkar, Bombay. 66 Shri Baburao Nare, Bombay. 67 Shri
Vinayk Jadbav, Bombay. 68 Shri Nagesh Churiya, Shirdi. 69 Mrs,
Jayashri Sudhir Thatthe, ujjain. 70 Shri Appa Samant, Dadar.
71 Shri Marotibuwa Bagde, Bombay. 72 Mister Bhagwan Maruti
Bagde. 73 Shri Maruti Vitthal Pawar, 74 Shri Natha Jadhav-
75 Shri Vitthal Ghatge, 76 Shahir Madhukar More, 77 Shri
Pandurang Kadam, Bombay. 78 Shri Tukaram Solkar, 79 Jivan
Talashikar, 80 Govind Pagetikar, 81 Balchawar¢, Bomay, 82 Mrs,
Sushila M. Bagde 83 Mrs. Sunita V., Kamble, 84 Shri Rohidas
Harishchandra Masurkar, 85 Shri Sukhadeo Kambli. 86 Shri Vilas
Birte. 87 Shri Vinayak Lad, 88 Ramadas Patil. 89 Shri Datta
more. 90 Dilip More. 91 Sadanand Karvekar. 92 Eknath
Dhanwate. 93 Namdeo Keni 94 Ramchandra Bhobate. 95 Yashawant
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More. 96 Bhushan Gawankar, 97 Ram Khaladkar, Pune. 98 Shyam
Khaladkar, 99 Mahadeo Tupe. 100 Vinayak Devalankar. 101
Dnyaneshwar Nagarkar. 102 Kanyakumari Ashram, Sakori,
103 Shri Shashikant Pusalkar, Bombay, 104 Narhari Ramchandra
Kavishwar, Indor 1056 Shri Vijaybaba Nagpur, 106 Miss Bhargavi
Acharya, Hyderabad, 107 Shri Panchal Anant Dattaram,
108 Shri Vasant Dattatray Fulmbrikar, Bombay. 109 Shri
Damuanna Mahadeo Dalvi. 110 Shri Ashok Damuanna Dalvi,
Shrirampur. 111 Shri Subhash Vitthal Narsol. 112 Shriniwas
Subramaniam, Chembur. 113 Banwale Nath Goswami. 114 Shri
Rakeshchand Jain, Bombay. 115 Shri Mohamad Jaffar Sheikh,
Shrirampur, 116 Dr, B. K. Mittal, Mirat,

Weather :-

The weather at Shirdi was free from any sort of dlsease
Though the temperature used to rise a little during the day time,
the nights used to be comparatively cool.

e e e L o A

Religion Shows the Path Towards God

There was an atheist. He would say that it was by his
own brain and hard work he lived, and: there was no need fot
god or religion, One day he had a heart attack. 'The doctor
who was called in, said. “There is no remedy for your heart.
God alone can save you."” The atheist replied, *‘‘Dactor, are you
not god and is not medical science religion?'” The doctor politely
said. “We do not make hearts.’”” A Swamiji came to him . and
said, “Poor man, pray to God seated in your heart, You will
be all right, You did not make your heart with the help of
your brain and hard work. It is the heart that has made you
So forget yourself to discover Him.”” The moment the patient
forgot himself, there was less pressure on his heart,

SOOOOOOS

“O this is prayer and this religion” he exclaimed. *

Sgipadananda Late Shri Radhakrishna Swa miji
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Publications of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi

Shri Sai Satcharita (Marathi) Rs. 22.00 3

Shri Sai Satcharita (English) Rs. 12.50 ¢
Shri Sai Satcharita (Gujrati) Under Print 2
Shri Sai Satcharita (Hindi) Rs. 12.00 $
Shri Sai Satcharita (Kanarese) Rs. 8.00 2
Shri Sai Baba Jeevitacharitram (Telugu) Rs. 12,00 3

do do (Sindhi) Rs. 10.00 ¢
Gujarati Pothi (Sharananand) Rs. 5.50 %
Shri Sainath Stawanmanjiri & Sumananjali Rs. 0.30 §

do do (Gujarati) Rs. 0.30 3

Four Adhyayas by Dasganu (Marathi) Under Print $

Sagoonopasana (Marathi) 13. (Gujrati) 14. (Telugu)

Re. 0.50 Re. 0.50 Rs. 2.00 ’

Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi by Pradhan Under Print 3
Sai Leelamrit Marathi 17, Hindi 18. Gujarathi ¥
Rs. 6.00 Rs. 5.50 Rs, 4.25 ;

Sai Baba in Pictures Rs. 2.75 2
Shri Sai Baba Awatarkarya (A. Y. Dhond) Under Print 3
Shirdi Darshan (Album of 66 photos) Rs. 4.50 2
Mulanche Sai Baba (Marathi) Rs. 1.25 3
Children’s Sai Baba (Gujarati). 1.00 24. (Eng) Rs. 1.75
do do 25. (Telugu) Rs, 1.50 26. (Hindi) 1.75 ¥

Sai Keertanmala (Marathi) Rs. 0.75 4
Sai The Superman by Sai Sharananand Rs. 5.25

Guide to Shirdi’(English) 30. (Marathi) 31. (Gujarathi)

Re, 1.00 Rs. 1.00 Rs. 150

The Great Saint Shri Sai Baba (Mar) /50 33, (Eng.) 0.50 3
Sai Baba of Shirdi by Perin S. Bharucha  Rs. 5.00

Rudradhyaya Re. 0.60
Marathi Brochure Re. 0;50
Keertan Panchak Re. 0.50

Available at :- 1. Receiver, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan,
P. O. Shirdi, Dist Ahmednagar,

2. Sai Niketan, 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Rd,
Dadar, Bombay - 400 014.
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