SHRI BABA SAVES THE FROG (Basappa)
FROM THE CLUTCHES OF THE SERPENT (Virbhadrappa)

Once Shri Baba was walking along a road by the
side of a rivulet. On hearing the piteous cry of a frog,
who was being swalled by a serpent, one passer by
enquired with Shri Baba what sound it was. Shri Baba
said, “Come with me and see how | save the frog.”

Shri Baba took the passer by near the stream and
jaid in a stern voice, "Oh Virbhadrappa are you still
rontinuing your enmity with Basappa even in this birth ?
.eave him at once and go away.” On listening to this
yrder of Shri Sai Baba, the serpent released the frog,
vho leapt in joy at Baba's feet and dived into the river.

Then Shri Baba told the whole story of the enmity
jetween Virbhadrappa and Basappa in their past life.
"his shows that Shri Baba new the past, present and future.
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Shri Sai Satcharit abounds in stories, which are meant to
convey various types of advice and moral. Therefore while
reading that book we have always to undermine the inner meaning
and the moral of the various stories narrated therin by Shri
Annasaheb Dabholkar, The following story of Shri Pundalikrao
is also one such story, which has to teach a great prmclple.
which forms the basis of the philosophy of Karma Yoga :~

a8t S dyhw | SFa ST gafEen | 37ya gu Awaad!
Q@ | FEdt § a swadm || RN fFAr &@F aid=w qmor v A
Frevsass | @ = s ASRET aga | el Zam 0o 2R3
I JdiEl HRE 91 | @@ HIU HF i | FRS SO A gEEr
ga3di | §ail &ai AsEw (1 Ry | CHE sfmEEtd | oy aewEE
gedlt | St sfarEREme @Ry | STATWE ‘arEd’ )| AW || HErER
gaat | SHAMNE #F afwEd ) yE@T s@in Hff-asRm 0 RS
Tt AdlaSt k& N FURE @At Rgd | gsdimuE RS |
Aige WEd=AT WiRESHT | 9@ Tt €7 T@ 0 RO I F@ 9T &t
Aed Raidt | usEgd andt wadt | aRwid mawe | e e
ETHTSAT 1) < ) 97 RIAT gA¥@ | ARETR HE€H  gRE | ANSt
ATy dga | T QNS g || 1% (| JUw @nh ety feuq |
qeht awd g Afta ) sgm  FWe 9w Fed | 9@t & faee
RIE=N 0 230 Il w9 qedi gdam @reft @t FAT g | e
d gy ay fasmm | agid fasdm 9w @i ) 30 01 Sfa i
u# 3%3 1 qedwaaings | S agf agvesns | st § Ridts
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1S dagl | QIR N G HIAT AREHR | wgor qgt A0 HI AT DA |
qg T T g Ret | 9w e swd 1 t33 0 gEsft Ridaraena |
M ¥ @ ARA | FE AW ag qiwm | AR EHIGIH
I R3¢ 1 e @it A FUF &4%A | Wy W@ F Avgl  fEEd | 9d
@r fagard ST IBTT | @M FRATHERE 0 R34 N IOfA A
giEesa | % F W ar Oy feror | aidadt FoAEs qim o w0
# egorgEs || 138 0 TR @rsar 370y gEHEUT St Fur |
wudt 3@t Al wgW | woRa spraTwn A Gt 1 23 e 1 FAE
s RrEAE | A% A osamr gifagt 3Ry | osgrAte W ArEid
s | fqae dga dedtsug | g3¢ 1 &ieft § T dg 93T | 4
#17 2 AT FRA | AaESIAfAdd  ggma g @ wfdwa ada
I 233 I S 31 ‘gA’ aza ! ft I asgm g | @S ggd i
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argq | FAae™y $QO3 9/ | SFEIHF A (| ¢t ) EEIEEe-
gueadt | 38 gt ¥¥F &t | qn F N9 99 w@oet | & F7 I
Faffs | v | 97 dTwr Aift St wfkar | @F asfq SR fEiE

qn w@ FedEsvEidr | FEEr AT aEs | vy 0 g9aS  giEE
FZFAEAS | HAUGEF  Ra@l ARS | grignal A9 aF@ | Eg
HEFE AT || vy |l 2 HA91€1d  IAEAET | KqEngE  mE
G | AR RfA I eAEe | and G SER (1 e |
FazaZt gad it | diai s gFdwe ge | B oF wEE =l
e 0t W21 ) {vE || dlEE g@al GgewrE [gz | Ras
eNe Hqud f@e | aRsEigf Mee $%2 | R @z9z @ s
Il 3ve Nl Agi CF B0 AT &%z ( gfea oF AEAR q91 | TB gl
faFedia @Mazr | 781 70 & 21 REEwTh (| tv¢ ) W@ FEUE
AR TR | HEEAE F91 I3 | MEgal REer se §EEt | A
N QAT T I || v, || ANE WUEl AR JE | @ slmEr g
Fafe | g99 Tar #gT ¥ | fge qifRer s ) Qwe v &)
gz 73 fFroft | Flewimy mdta g | qel FedisvaEgd |
ARAST HAl @ 1 L 1 JET qigAt RS9 | FedwmuEi @
azAz | Edgwarae A%z | ghH Raega BEsd ) (uR || FaE
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gt ARB T ) TRATUT ¥ AT | §9 HW AU IS | AW
qEST GATET || 343 | WEW @A A dAW | NES & FaZ Q9
qedi® A19] @HIE WY | @ A W@ Y ww | ¥ (| shesEh
Hft 7@ | M @A A weE | FeAFUSid AW | i azey
AZS I 3w || A FE AW RS | AW i & awwg | §F
f aai acd I | N%s  TWEA eI () QW (| IR gl
gHdw | §UF FI SRS O | FedEud A4l AW | U @
ATHW  Garn N 4w | N@ET S & A ARS | NEEgA  gidte
8% | FIW AAGEIAT A FOB | ¥l §l G@ae gafad | twc
AR@ A 92 e | @} e O O | @ SR WA 19
IRACUNE  FIEER | t«] || HG @Y Y@ WA | qEH @@
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S Il 382 || 334 3UTE SRR € | SRT HWR 9FT @=O | A%
gl §a@ A &l &ed | qefld wAw 3T ) AR || @i
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g &Y R I 28R | TREWE Sa &K | SaE SN S |
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W AT | seEl sflamE 9w | | v geu I9F |
Tl AW & R A || 8% || ARBR §9  _EE QA ( qO gHA
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3% faeear Al W03 | Agh feae g & a@ | =/l et
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RO TRWa | eRFeUs q0fq g&i | e frarfal e
Il R8¢ il Awat qe@l [AEER | g ANW A 9IGT | W& Sg
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AT WS g9 ) UL & AU YU | § B G B
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qT ITH | AT H FTRH eS| Qe || §9 & Awal @R mia
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TegE Il AR || T Al 7 wewa | g QF wwifa fafes ) s
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dq4 gutaar A@ia | fare swa 3FS Nl ey | A= FHr EET &
aftmre | B9 &1 @l @aEatR | @IS A AER 999 SR 1 gA9
FEW T gEIT N tev Il B ‘aq e Agar | AFAr gar FEdidr
2qT | TETEATE 9€S oqiai | 879 gfmmar A )| tew || = g9
fae! AT | AN AT G947 V9B | GENT Ghed FIU d GB | wHATA
fades & aftdt 11 Qog || sl aitdt gfx | 39 snaom qifad sygud
zaz fagege andt | sk Sarfy g 1 Qe I graTEIfr 17 A |
qraret &t Al sAfymw | waw Qftar awanta | wgopfa AT a8 g
N 2eg | g@ qrEt e A | GF F o3 arf@w @t | dsgiw A6
gt sEgR | qEst & A Bam 0 ek 0 gsdt AL ardta g3 |
%z ¥ grel gl oWS | §9 gt W Adw I | aww {§ g
fafa” Il ¢e | Ot Segi @St gusw | Fegiw FESETETT AT |
ggeEl=l g9 fawwa | Ifgaar fG@@d gF 8RN <R || ArE @
a1d fafra | S9a%t . faa® Sfgw faa ) o § & sE@fef |
sferafle BRI 1 ¢’ 1) @Eda ar s34 ar | afa Sh St fEse
at & quardt =1 s | ggs wagw @%% 0 i<y

(Rg=amfa sena wg)

(Even the saints sometimes ‘express their love for their
brother like the  other family men, By this act only they show
that their ultimate aim is always to achieve the good of the people.
Or we may say that Shri Sai Baba himself takes different roles
and teaches spirituality to the devotees for their own welfare, |
am narrating here a story in short, which has the aforesaid moral.
Let the listeners listen to it with attention so that they will know,
without explaining, the way of behaviour of the saints with each
other. Once Shri Wasudevanand Saraswati happened to come
to the famous city of Rajmahendri, which is located on the bank of
river Godavri, He was a great saint having all the inner knowledge,
He was a staunch advocate of Karma-marg and the river of his
fame was flowing on the earth, making noise on the way. Having
come to know about the news, Shri Pundalikrao and other
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devoted persons from Nanded had a strong desire to take darshan
(of the saint). So they started and came to the city of Rajmahendri
and in the morning they went for th2 darshan of Swamiji on the
bank of the Godavari river. All the visiters from Nanded started
for bath to the river and they were chaating different ‘stotras’
on the way. When they saw Swamiji there, they bowed (o him
with great devotion, During the talk someone spoke about Shirdi.
When Swamiji heard the name of 3ai Baba, he at once folded
his hands and said, *‘He is my dear brother. We love each other
very closely *",

Ihen he took a cocoanut, which was there and giving it fo
Pundalikrao Shri Wasudevanand said, “When you go to Shirdi
offer this cocoanut to Shri Sai Baba alflter uuwing down at the
lotus-like feet of my brother., Convey my pranams to him and
request him to have his favour om this poor person (me), Let
him not forget me. Let his love for me go on increasing all the
time, Before you leave Shirdi kindly offer this cocoanut to my
brother, witn due respect, without fail., Though as a saint there
is a restrictioo on meé not to bow down before anyone, still at
times it is beacficial to break that rule. Therefore do not torget
about this offering when you take the darshan of shri Sai Baba
and offer this cocoanut at his feet without fail”,

Listenig to this talk of Shri Wasudevanand Saraswati, Shri
Pundalikrao fell at his feet and said, *“l will carry out the orders
of Swamiji in toto”, Pundalikrao thought that, he was blessed
by Swamiji by giving mim that order. He therefore surrendered
completely to Swamiji and left Rajamanendri. Swamiji called
paba as his brother. Was it all without any reason ? Shri Sai
Baba was carrying out the orders of the Shruti” One should
worship fire for the whole of oue’s life”, What is bzing called
Dhuni'’ by the common people, was always in front of Shri Baba
and it was burning for all the twentyfour hours of the
day. It was the vow of Shri Baba. Cleansing of the mind and
observing such duties like worship of the fire, Shri Sai Baba lived
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for blessing the people and for helping them to attain Brahma.
Shri Wasudevanand Saraswati was similarly a saint and observer
of vows. Then was there anything wrong if he calls himself as
the brother of Shri Sai Baba ?

Within a month thereafter, Shri Pundalikrao started along
with his four friends for taking darshan of Shri Sai Baba, He
took all his bag and laggage, fruits and the cocoanut, in particular
and with a cheerful mind they all set out for Sai Baba’s darshan,
They came to Kopargaon via Manmad and on their way to
Shirdi they felt thirsty. They therefore went to a nearby stream
for drinking water. However thinking that water drunk on an
empty stomach may prove harmful, someone, suggested that they
may eat the ‘chivda® which soneone had brought, On tasting it,
the chivda was found to be very pungent (hot) and it was
suggested that it may be eaten along with cocoanut, otherwise all
this trouble was useless. A cocoanut was therefore broken and
added to the chivda, which was then found to be very tasty.
They all consumed the chivda and drank water after that., When
the cocoanut was brokea, nobody enquired to whom it bzlonged.
hunger oppressed them all so much that everybody forgot about
enquiring regarding the ownership of the cocoanut,

On his way to Shirdi, Shri Pundalikrao remembsred about
the cocoanut, When he came near Shirdi, he became quite
restless as the eocoanut given by Shri Wasudevanand itself was
mixed with the chivada through oversight, When Sbri Pundalikrao
came to know that the cocoanut was broken, he was overcome
with fright, He started trembling with fear as he thought that
he had committed offence of the saint. He became very sorry.
He thought, “how much sin have [ commnitted ? Now Swami
will curse me., All my talk with him has been useless. The
story of the cocoanut should have taken such a bad turn and |
should have been dececived in this fashion |'" After thinking in this
way Pundalikrao was totally dismayed, He said to himself, **As
I have thus lost the cocoanut what should I now offer to Raba ?
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How shuuld I now cnnvmct him 2 Huw shndfd' i n’nw shnw him

my faéé 7" 'Seeing that thé cocoanut, which” was t3" be ‘offered's at
the feet of “Shri Sai ‘Baba hhs Bén‘n eafen. §hrf Pundahkrao
became very sorry and thought, “I Have shown 'disrespect’ for the
saints. Now when Baba will ask fgl; the, cocoanpt, all will have
to haug their heads down as, they will | be pinched yglth the idea
that the cacuanut was caten at Manmad. We. do _not now._ have
the cocoanut, It will be shameful to. tell the, I;ruth lt will not
be proper to give a fulse accuu?t hecausa Shri. Baba s ummscml}[
and it is not pusmbla to hide apythmg from I:utp, . Wheuo_all
took Sai’s darshan, they became happy.l 'I'hmr eyes were full .of
tears nf Jnv and their faces bioumed hka ﬂnWﬂs qu a = days
we are sending messages, day and mght, through wlrelcss. Felegraphy
and we make a I:ug show of dt wﬂh great .pride. .For, operating
thlS Jmachinary and fnr . grecting , a, tfﬂﬂsmlﬁSI]Dﬂ station ot .of
money is requlred to be gpeut but tha samts do ngt regyire. any.
such apparatus They send the:r messages by tbe;r minds., ; When
Swamul gave the cocoanut tn Shn Fu,ndallkranh he had, sent, this
w:reicss; message to Shn Samath only at that. time. . . Whepn
Pundahkraﬂ was takmg darshau uf Shn, Baba, He himself said, pf
his own accord, ‘Gwe me the tl:ung which, you ;bave, brought.
from my brother On hearing these words from Shri Baba, Shri
Pundalikrao' became verysad dnd:clasping the feet'of Shri Baba
he said;  **What: :shall | say ? I have nothing 'else o 'say ‘except
asking for your pardon. “I always remembered about theé cucoanut
but. when :we. went to the: stream for “satisfying' our'hunger, we
all forgot about it, While eating «chivda thére, we broke that
same cocoanut and . mixed it with the chivda. I 'will therefore
bring another cocoanut and offer it to you, Pleasé accept it
with a firm mind”. Saying so, Shri Pundalikrao started' getting
up in order to go for fetching another: cocoanut; but Shri Saj
Baba held his hands and prevented him 'from going. Shri
Pundalikrao further said, *“I have betrayed you unknowingly. Be
merciful and forgive me. I am a' great offender. Disregarding
the ‘'words of a saint like Swami (Wasudevanand Saraswati), |
have eaten the fruit (Cocoanut) which | should have offered to
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you, What a great disregard is this for the orders of a saint.
What a big offender am [ ? Is there any fc:medy for atoning this
sin ? How did I become so shameless ?’” When Shri Sai Baba
heard this talk, He smiled and said, “Why did you accept the
cocoanut if you were unable to guard it properly ? My brother
kept full confidence in your words as he thought that you would
definitely give me my thing, Should that have resulted in this
manner 7 Is this your trustworthiness ! The object of my brother
was not fulfilled. Is this the way of your working 7.”

Halting a little, Shri Baba further said, ‘“‘Any oumber of
other cocoanuts will not be equal to that cocoanut, Anyway,
What was to happen has already happened, Why worry now ?
. Swamiji gave you that cocoanut and it was only my wish,
Similarly due to my wish that fruit was broken. Thea why are
you having some useless ego 7 Because of ego you are considering
yourself as the culprit, You try to become egoless and all your
troubles will get over. You are getting elated only because of
merit. Why do you not get elated due to sin ? The effect of both
is the same and therefore you become free from ego, It is three
times true that when I thought that you should meet me* the
cocoanut fell in your hands, You all are my children The
fruit that you ate may be considered to have been offered by you
to me and be sure that it has been received by me”. When Shri
Sai Baba spoke in this way, Shri Pundalikrao was calmed and
his sorrow disappeared slowly and slowly. Breaking of the
cocoanut was only a cause; but the disturbed mind came to normal
by Shri Sai Baba's advice. [t was all a play of ego where the
person was acquited, when he cast away bis ego. The moral of
this story is that as your mind becomes more and more egoless,
you become more and more fit to march on the spiritual path and
in this way you will be aple to cross the worldly life very easily).

Full translation of the above story of Shri Pundalikrao has
been given here with all details because it has been told in Shri
Sai Satcharit by >hri Gunaji, quite brieflly, where some important
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details seem to have been overlooked. The first thing that will
be seen from the above story is that there is a fraternity of saints.
in which they have very cordial relations with each other and
where they have respect and regard for each other. Many other
incidents from Shri Sai Satcharit can also be quoted in this
connection where the cordial relations of Shri Sai Baba with other
contemporary saints have been manifested clearly.

In another article, written by Shri R. S. Ramakrishnan and
published elsewhere in the issue, this same story has been referred
to in some other connection. This shows how the speech of Shri
Sai Baba, though usually very short, used to-be full of meaning
and it was capable of various interpretations,

The moral of the above story has been told by Shri Sai
Baba and it is also repeated more or less by Shrfi Annasaheb
Dabholkar, Shri Sai Baba said, *Because of ego you are
considering yourself (as the doer of certain things) and therefore
a culprit. You try to become egoless and all your troubles will
be over’, Paraphrasing the above advice of Shri Baba, Shri
Dabholkar observes, “as your mind becomes more and more
egoless, you will become more and more fit to march on the
spiritual path and in this way you will be able to cross this
worldly life very easily’.

This same philosophy of disowning the doership of things
done by a person has been emphasised by Lord Krishna at several
places in the Bhagawadgeeta, For example in the third canto of
the Bhagawadgeeta, while propounding #dfim Lord Krishna saysi-

qeqTRET.Aad ®A FH GATHL |
HEH WA, F7 WA ET: N S N

(Therefore Oh Arjuna, like a learned person you do all your
duties without having any attachment. The person, who does his
duty without having any attachment to the worldly life gets
Moksha)
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= Lord'! Krishna = further | éxpldines in the same ‘cinto how
persons 'with ego -consider ‘themselvés as the doers of ‘all things
and how the learned persons'aré’free from ‘attachment to worldly
life’ because of theit ‘knowledge as follwos ;-

fgﬁ:;mrﬁiﬁu Wjﬁl’ H'&Eh it
" argmriEET sale iR wd 1 3RS o

AT A QAR |
gﬁqu:a(f%ﬂmamali 4!26 1

(Rcally spmkmg all the actions of a person are bemg done
by the gunas which are inherent in the Prakriti However a
person, whose mind is benumbed due to ego, considers that he
is the doer; but oh “mighty=armed- Arjuna, & person, who knows
that guna and Karma arc altngethcr separate and that they carry
on a play : amnng themselvcs, does not get involved in the worldiy
life and he has no attachment fof it.)

It will be seen that the above theory has been repeated at
several placas in the Bhagawadgeeta and readers of that book
will be gble to trace them and quote them if necessary. However
what we have to see 'here ‘is that Shri Sai Baba has explained
this same theory in very simple words and has asked his devotees
to be egoless and thus not. consider themselves as the doers of
all the things, « Shri Sai Baba says that the doership should be
left .to Him, In the _twc}fthl Canto while explaining yifsgrq
Lord Krishna has also said thati-

wAfauatafzal Aaw 8 7 o 1 R0 1l

(That devotee is dear to me who bestows his mind and
intellect to me). The main philosophy of Bhagawadgeeta, which
has been explained throughout by, Lord Shri Krishna, has thus
been put in‘a nutshell by Shri Sai Baba as the moral of the
above story of Shri Pundalikrao. It is thereforé no wonder that
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Shri Sai Baba, who had mastered the philosophy of the Bhagawad.
geeta, could discuss that philosophy with Shri Nanasaheb
Chandorkar, who was a close student of that book: The Sai
devotees should therefore bear in mind the above moral. of the
story of Shri Pundalikrao and not take the doership of all actions
to themselves and bestow, them all to Shri' Sai Baba and thus
march on the spiritual path towards Moksha, which has been
considered as the ultimate goal of human life. *

Sai, Deity of My Heart

My heart be Sai’s Mandir, filled with Shradha, Saboori,
Enthroned in it is Sai's regal divine Muni‘ti.

Where liveth, my saviour, my Lord, my Kaivalyadata,
Whence His Abhaya Hastha is my shield protective,
Whence His grace soothes my distress, aches and ills,

Whence His blessings bestow tushti, pushti and shanti,
Whence His benign Anugraha transforms turbulent life serene,

Whence showers of His benevolence cleanse my gross mien,
There appears the Deity of my Heart, effulegent Sai before me,
Let "Namaskara Sashtanga Shri Sainath" be my breath refrain,

Let Sai’s lotus feet be my haven, my life force, and
my last Refuge,

Let the new year usher in an era of harmony, humanism,
and Sai bliss !

M. Ranga Chari
President, Shirdi Sai Mission

Sai Kuteer, 3-4-529,3/1, Narayanaguda, Hyderabad-27



Eleventh Annual Gathering At Shirdi

It is proposed to hold the 1llth annual gathering of
the contributors to Shri Sai Leela magazine at Shirdi on
Sunday the 27th January 1985 and Monday the 28th January
1985. Darshan of Shri Sai Baba, cultural programmes,
discussions on subjects relating to the spread of Sai devotion
and improvement of Sai Leela magazine and such other
programmes have been planned for the gathering,

As this gathering it meant only for the contributors to
Shri Sai Leela magazine, only those contributors, who have
contributed at least three articles (prose or poem) to this

magazine during the last flve years will be eligible to attend
the gathering. The welcome song and the farewell song
should be sung also by the contributors themselves. Those
contributors, who would like to attend the gathering with
these restrictions, may please fill in with a ball-pen the
proforma on the reverse of this page and forward it to the
address of the office of the Shirdi Sansthan at Shirdi (given
below) so as to reach that office before 15~1-1985. Those
contributors, who are eligible as per above condition, should
come to Shirdi by the evening of 26~1-1985 for participating
in the gathering as no invitation will be sent by the office
in this behalf.

Arrangements for the residence, lunch, tea etc. of the
contributors will be made as usual by the Shirdi Sansthan.
The proforma should be sent to.

The Executive Officer,

Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, Shirdi,

At & P, Q.1 Shirdi, Tal: Kopargaon Dt : Ahmednagar.
Pin : 423 109 (Maharashtra State).

Secretaries Convener
Dr, S.D.Parchure, Executive Editor, R. D, Banne,
Shri Sadanand Chendwankar’’ Executive Officer

Shri Saibaba Sansthan, Shirdi,



PROFORM A

To
The Executive Officer,
Shirdi Sansthan of Shri Sai Baba,
Sub : Eleventh Annual Gathering at Shirdi
to be held on 27th and 28th January 1985.
Sir,

I intend to attend the 11th annual gathering of the
contributors to Shri Sai Leela magazine, which is proposed
to be held at Shirdi on the above dates. I am furnishing
below the information required by you, I will be thankfal to
you if you will allow me to attend the gathering as a delegate.

1, Full Name (Surname first)
2., Full Address

Occupation

Educational Qualifications

------------------

Age
I am/am not a subscriber of Shri Sai Leela English/Marathi

Al R

issue, My number is

7. 1 contribute Prose articles / Poems.

8. Captions of the ar?iclea or pDﬂmHS_....-....“..mﬂnth‘_ﬂ______}'elll'.
i) |
i1)

iii)
iv)
v)

9. My wife/husband/son/daughter/brother/sister is going to

accompany me (only one)

Date _ Signature.




Unto His Fold

| The Mahasamadhi day of late Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji
comes on 14-1-85, This article and the article at page 40 are
published to pay our homage to Swamiji on the occasion of his
Mahasamadhi. ] — Editor

It was in the last week of February 1984, when Sai.brother
Dr. Vijayakumar visited Bijapur, that he gifted me a book "Apostle
of Love'" by Shri R. Parthasarathy, It must have been that
beautiful, inspiring portrait on the cover with the radiant smile
full of divine compassion that attracted me, , I received this gift
spell-bound and 1' knew that this book contained a special
message for me, Soon I found myself sitting up quite engrossed
in the remarkable, story of the sage named Shri Saipadananda
Radhakrishna Swamiji, who lived in Bangalore as an apostle of
Lord Sainath. I was thrilled to read Swamiji's crystal clear
teachings of Universal Sai-love,

Shri Radbakrishna Swamiji’s limitless grace, which is all
pervading, makes it a natural thing that | should experience the
most wonderful blessing of being his sincere devotee.

Since then 1 cherished an intense longing to visit the Sai
Spiritual Centre at Bapngalore founded and nurtured as ‘Shirdi of
South’ by Swamiji.

My father, Shri D. P, Hiremath, took me to Bangalore on
the 12th July 1984, which incidentally happened to be the Guru
Poornima day. When I expressed my desire to visit Sai Mandir
in the evening, he gladly took me there,

The moment we entered the compound of the Mandir, a
marble statue of Radha and Krishna (so much a part of Radhakrishna
Swamiji) in front of the prayer hall under a parijatha tree,
attracted our attention, When we entered the prayer hall of
the mandir, we could observe rows and rows of devotees, men,
women and children, engaged in reciting ‘Vishnu-Sahasra-namam’

i
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over and over again. The faces of devotees were lit up by the
serene glow that comes out of deep faith and spiritual upliftment,

The life-size marble statue of Lord Sainath is full of radiance,
It makes us feel as if we are in Shirdi, To the right of Lord
Sainath, is His apostle = Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji. An intere.
sting and touching experience of Swamiji's statue is that who
look at him feel he is looking at them.

We placed an offering of fruits and flowers at His feet and
prostrated before Him. During the three hours of ‘Satsang’ we
had there, we felt very peaceful, forgetting all the mundane
worries. People sat and took part in the Bhajan in the hall and
the whole scene looked like that of Adi Shankara sitting with his
disciples around him, It was as if Sai was answering the doubts
of His devotees.

Next we went to the small cottage, where Swamiji lived,
The Mandir authorities have preserved all the articles that were
used by the Swamiji, As we stepped into Swamiji’s living room
I was excited with the feeling *Ah’ this is where Saipadananda
used to live; this was his bed. We really felt his very presence,

Swamiji's grace was operating through each one of those
precious articles, as they radiate ‘Chitshakti’, This reminded me of
an anecdote in Swami Muktananda Maharaj's life (Ganeshpuri).
Once Swami Muktananda told a siddha student to clean his
bathroom. He went in and did not return for hours. Swamiji
grew suspicious and entered the bathroom. He found his student
in Samadhi. The bathroom was saturated with pure consciousness
because of Swamiji’s purity. He had to bring him to mundane
consiousness by shaking him violently, "

We bow to you Saipadananda Radhakrishna Swamiji.
Shower your choicest blessings on us | May all be happy ! May
all be healthy ! May good befall all! May none have sorrow !

Miss Usha D. Hiremath
C/o Shri D. P. Hiremath, District and Sessions Judge,
Bijapur 586 101 (Karnataka)



An Apostle Of Bravery

History is replete with instances of assassination of world
leaders from the earliest of times. Three hundred years prior to
Christ, the mighty unchallenged Julius Ceasar fell to the machina-
tions of his own trusted friends, Cassius and Brutus, who cravenly
chose to come from behind and do away with him. In striking
similarity, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi too fell to her own
security guards, Her martyrdom is all the more poignant because
she is the first feminine world leader to be assassinated in such a
chickenery way, 'Women are traditionally held in veneration in
India and treated like mothers. But human values seem to have
taken a downward trajectory and touched the Nadir, sending the
nation into momentary disorientation. Known to the world as
brave soldiers racially, ever ready to sacrifice their lives for the
defence of the country, these guards coming from behind a bush
struck at an unsuspecting and defenceless frail woman with a
hail of bullets. Bravery, thou hast taken a different cloak !
Justice, thou art fled to brutish beasts! Like a valient, battle-scarred
warrior, Smt. Indira Gandhi fell at her post to the very cause
she was espousing,

Religion, all of a sudden, seems to have become a chimera.
Unlike spiritualism, religion is a man-made creation, Spiritualism
is eternal and beyond time and space, while religion is transitory
in the conception of time. All things born in time must end in
time. The survival of religion depends upon how much it has
identified with and imbibed the spiritual aspect of life. Religion
is for those who understand it and helps them to the lofty heights
of spirituality based on the time-tested customs of the land of
their living. Amidst men believing in the majesty and munificence
of their Maker, religion flowers with the rich aroma and fragrance
of divinity, but turns a frankeostein in the hands of those, who
are tainted with a perverse interest in the material objects of
life. They cannot even understand the conception of the divinity
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of God in every man irrespective of their religion, Much less
can they understand the common ancastor to whom all these
human races belong.

Religion and patriotism must go hand ip hand, Wher:
religion overtakes patriotism, there spells danger to the nation.
Sadistic forays in obsessive religion is a self-dastroying ga ue,
buttressing as an incubus sitting on the country's democratic
ideals. The perversion will leave no victor no vaanquished but
only a trail of suffering on an innocent, peace-loving humanity

Even as there is nexus between different briths of a man
whose soul transmigrates from body to body, the law of Karma
and Rebirth is inextricably interwoven. Its dispensation is so
exacting that the exploiter will have no escaps from th: ne nesis
of retribution, A tooth for a tooth, an eye for an eye, as the
Hindu Karmic scriptures say. Vengence is mine as the Christian
Bible says. The same motif Shri Sai Baba exemplified in graphic
detail with a true story concerning Veerbhadrappa and Chenbass-
appa. Like a gold fish bound in a glass bowl, man cannot
escape the inexorable imprint of karmic reprisals even for actions
accountable from previous births, That is as per the Grand
Design. Else there lies no justice to the logic of the indomitable
diversities of power, pelf and position among all cross-sections
of men, These security guards were they to have beeo endowed
with this sacrosanct knowledge, doubtless would not have even
attempted what they supinely did. By the infallible karmic
prescription, were they to be re~born as Hindus, what fight they
weuld give to the goal they set upon themselves in the earlier birth |
Oh religion ! thou art an irony, a mystery, a myth and an enigma,
viewing from the inter-dimensional phalanx of births and rebirths.

A seance of prophecies say that India may pass into a dark,
nebulous trough in the middle of 1980 s. But that is a catalyst
for a great good to follow, A great spiritual leader would come
on the Indian scene with a divine touch to bind together men
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of diverse religions into one unifying religious force as Jagadguru
Shankaracharya did earlier and lead the country once again With
a purposeful direction towards peace and plenty.

Among vogas the most difficult is the Karma Yoga. It is
to the credit of Indira Gandhi that she did her ordained job
exceedingly well within her human limitations, She fully justified
her illustrious father's expectations; ‘‘Reading history is good.
However, it 1s better to help making history.” In a birth-day
letter he once wrote to her ‘ Be brave, and all the rest follows.
If you are brave, you will not fear and will not do anything of
which you are ashamed. Let us make friends with the Sun and
work in the light and do nothing secretly or furtively. And if
you do so, my dear, you will grow up a child of the light,
unafraid and serene and unruffled, whatever may happen. Goodbye,
little one, and you may grow up into a brave soldier in India’s
service " She did grow up into a brave soldier and gave up her
life fighting for the unity of the country, A totally fearless
woman, in both life and death she bore the cross of bravery and
courage comparable to Joan of Arc and Jhansi Ki Rani., When
asked by pressmen, she often said that she was not afraid
of assassination. A day before she was slain, she said, ** Even
if I die in the service of my nation, | shall be proud of it,
Every drop of my blood will contribute to the growth of this
nation and make it strong and dynamic ”’. Prophetic words they
were. Next day she spilled every drop of her blood 1n a rare
supreme sacrifice of her life, Truly she earned her way as a
true karma yogini, Her favourite poem was ** Mourn not the
dead. ...but rather mourn the apathetic throng, the cowed and
meek, who see the world's great anguish and its wrong and dare
not speak "”, In all her 16 year’s rule, her effort was marked by
her singular unstincted concern for and in service of this apathe-
tic throng. For all this supreme . service she received 16 bullets
from a pair of demented creatures for a demented cause. She
was terribly wronged. In death, however, she stands liberated
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and merged into the God's Immortal Being for the supreme
offering of her life on the Karma Bhoomi of Divine Dispensation,
Verily, Indira Gandhi Amar hai! e

K. Navin Chander
251 /2 RT, Vijayanagar Colony, Hyderabad - 500 457,
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To,
The Editor,
Shri Sai Leela,

Your editorial in July ‘84 issue is a landmark which deals
with the entire problems at various Sai temples and the work
which should immediately commence, People in various towns
should read it and follow it. If done so, the mismanagement
and malfunctioning will end and followers of Shri Sai Baba will
really get for what they coms to the Sai temple,

In my city the Pujaris are not in a position to recite the
prayers properly which evokes a bad taste. If Sai Sansthan starts
a regular coaching centre for such persons it would be of immense
benefit for them and for the Sai followers,

Sai Sansthan should also send teams to places in North and
South for discourses for which devotees of Delhi starve. Shri Sai
Santhan in this matter is well organised, '

[ congratulate you for writing such a good editorial, which
covers the problems of entire chain of Sai temples, You have
nicely given the basic guide lines. A well thought and well
written editorial. *

Your Sincerely,

Vijay
76, Pataudi House, New Delhi-110 00!



A New Dimension In Shirdi Sai Philosophy

As if it was a “Divine Calling” by Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi,
Dr. S. D. Parchure, Executive Editor of Shri Sai Leela Journal -
an official organ of Shirdi Samstban-has been with the Sai-bandhus
(i. e. Sai=brothers, Sai-sisters and ankita~children of Lord Sainath)
in the twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad from 7th
October to 20th October, 1984, Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi kept him
and many of us very busy all these **wonderful days" which
have been punctuated with several * Sai-Sat.Sangs *' and *' visits ”
to Sai-mandirs.

At the invitation of several members of Sai-family in this
part of our great couuntry, Shri Saibhakta Samajams, All India
Shirdi Sai Mission, Nagpur (-A branch at *“Dwraka Mayi”,
Gaganmahal, Domalguda, Hyderabad) and managements of several
Sai -~ Mandirs in the twin cities, Dr. Parchure happened to
participate in “‘Sai-Sat sangs’’ besides in the “Thursday Sat-Sang™
in the “N, G. O's Hall” in Government of A, P., Secretariat,
twice which was largely attended by members of Sai-family and
all the Sai - bhaktas did bhajan, offered prayers as in twice,
“Shirdi’” in ‘““Marathi’” lanuage with melody par - excellence at
which Dr. S, D. Parchure expressed his appreciation for the
¢perfect way’’ the “‘Sai-devotees and Sai-minded persons’ perfe-
cted the chanting with great devotion, the, ‘‘Kakad, Noon and
Evening” ‘‘Harati-" to Shri Sai Baba as in Shirdi, in, this part
of twin cities, in which many Sai-bhakta-Samajams, foundations,
and Sai-Mandirs are springing up most rapidly not to speak of
Sai-cult equally spreading with great momentum since two
decades, all over, Andhra Pradesh State and at this rate of growth
Andhra Pradesh, may lead the rest of the country in the field of
spreading His “*Divine Message’ - i, e. adherence to Shraddha
(1, e. Faith with *‘‘Devotion’’) and Saburi (i. e. patience with
courage) through which one can attain one's life’s ultimate goal
of attaining “Eternal Freedom and Liberation by experiencing
the Supreme Eternal Truth, knowledge, and Bliss.
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Dr, S, D, Parchure shared his thoughts with illustrious as
well as elder Sai bhaktas and Sai devotees i. e. Shri G, V. R. Naidu,
Founder and President, Shri Sai Seva Samajam (Reg,) at Koneri,
Market Street, Secunderabad, Shri M. Ranga Chari, President,
All India, Shirdi Sai Mission, * Dwarakamayi', Gagan Mabhal,
House Dr. Gopal Dass Agarwal, Domalguda, Sai Baba Temple
located at west Maredpally, Secunderabad, Government of
Andhra Pradesh Secretariat officers’ and Employees’ who are
Sai-minded and who have informed orally their ardent wish for
construction of a ‘“Sai-Mandir™ as well as a *“Hyderabad Bhavan
with Meditation Hall with **Sai murthi” (Idol) installed at Shirdi,
for the convenience of Sai devotees visiting Shirdi with His
Divine blessings as early as possible, Besides this the A. P.
Secretariat Sai bhaktas have been contemplating to construct a
““Sai Baba of Shirdi Mandir in A. P. Secretariat campus.

Shri M. Narasimha Rao, Joint Director of Agriculture, has
stressed the immediate need to bave a separate * Shri Sai Leela
Journal ” in English and Hindi at the earliest, whereas Sadguru
Dr. K., Sai-Kumar, while bhonouring Dr. S. D, Parchure with a
“silk shawl™ and *'Sai-prasadams’’, wished, that a **Telugu Journal”’
is the most felt need of Andhra Pradesh bhaktas for which he
would also render his assistance and praised Dr. S, D. Parchure
and Shri Shirdi-Sansthan for the style and contents of Shri Sai
Leela Journal for being supplied at a nominal rate. Mr. M,
Narasimha Rao further appealed for increasing the circulation of
this wonderful official Sai-Journal all over the globe by adopting
appropriate measures by the **Official-committee of Shirdi Sansthan"
recently constituted by ploughing in adequate funds for publishing
this journal in a more attractive way with relevant subjects on
“Saicult” and Sai-Message in His Sat-Charita i. e, by publishing
appropriate extracts from the same, as in the case of several
other leading spiritual magazines like * SAPTAGIRI™ by
Tirupathi-Tirumalai Devasthanam, Tirupathi, A, P. State and
Bhavan's Journal, by Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, “Tapovan Prasad”
by Chinmaya Mission, Bombay etc.
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M. Narasimha Rao, speaking at Sai-Satsang held on l4th
October, 1984 at *“ Dwrakamayi "’ on bebalf of all India Shirdi
‘Sai Mission’ (megd,) Nagapur (HQ, of Branch at Twin Cites)
said that Shri N. V. Gunaji while translating into English the
sacred book of Shri Sai Satcharita its ‘*Marathi" original written
by Late Annasahab Dabholkar did not translate it in full with all
graphic details. Perhaps, at the time of writing, he might bave
felt, (Perhaps at the instance of Shri Sai Baba himself who gave
permission reluctantly even to Shri Annasaheb Dabholkar to
write *‘His Biography'’) that writing of such fuller details 1s
not essential, as the volume of the text, may become large enough.
But now it 1s the most essential felt need of many Sai devotees
to know all the details of the life and teachings of Shri Sai Baba
of Shirdi, as He, stayed physically for sixtysix years, at Shirdi,
sanctifying the “Holy Soil” by His Divine presence at Dwraka
Mayi (i. e, The Gupta Dwaraka) the seat of Supreme Lord
Bhagavan Krishna, exerting Himself in the cause of harmonizing
all religious faiths, striving for communal barmony and teaching
His -devotees Shraddba and Saburi,

Shri Sai Baba took upon Himself the burdens cast by His
sincere devotees and guided them not only when He was in flesh
and blood till 1918 but He is ever guiding all His honest devotees
more vigorously with His Divine “Abhaya Hasta, Udhi (sacred
ash) and clear divine vision.

The high lights of Dr, Parchure’s visit were his particiption
in “Sat-Sangs’’ at Shri Sai Baba Mandir constructed by sadguru
Dr. K. Sai Kumar on llth October, 1984, A, P, Govt, Secretariat
on 11th, Shri Sai Baba Mandir at west Maredpally, on 14 th and
“Sahasranama Archana’ performed to Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi
in Shri Sai Seva Samajam by Shri G, V. R, Naidu on 18th, at
the Head quarters of branch of *“All India Shirdi Sai Mission™
at Dwaraka Mayi, Gagan Mahal, Domalguda, Hyderabad on 14th
where large number of Sai Devotees participated and worshipped
Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi, Besides this, Dr. S, D. Parchure and his
| wife paid many visits to Sai devotees.
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At the conclusion of Dr. S, D. Parchure’s visit Shri M,
Narasimha Rao, on behalf of All India Shirdi Mission Brancy
“Shri Sai Baba, Vyadhi Nivarana Ashramam® being run by
Sadguru Dr, K. Sai Kumar, of which he is the president, and aj
the devotees of the twin cities, appealed to the authorities of
Shirdi Sansthan to kindly attend on toppriority basis the following
felt-needs~

(1) Improving the housing and other facilities at Shirdi, so,
that the growing rush of pilgrims find ready accomodation
and amenities like water etc. The piligrims are feeling
lot of difficulties to have accomodation on festive
ocassions specially as well on *“Thursdays’ etc. and
driven to secure private accomodation at even 10 to 20
times the rents of sansthan rates per day.

(2) Improve “Prachar’ for Shri Sai Leela Journal by erecting
hoardings etc. in important places as well as advertising
in all popular news papers and spiritual journals ete,
and also improve the circulation within the country as
well as abroad,

Though there isa large number of Sai-devotees in USA, Uk,
Maritus, etc., the circulation is now very low and many do not
know that such a wonderful journal is being published as an
official organ by “Shri Shirdi Sansthan’’ and to kindly work out
rates of "Annual subscription" for mailing it to subscribers abroad.

Every devotee felt the sansthan may increase the present
rate of subscription from Rs. 10/-to Rs, 15/- Fifteen or Rs. 12/
(Twelve) to meet the cost of publishing with suitable improvement
of the magazine to make it more attractive and accommodating
more articles highly relevant.

(3) The top need for causing full translation of Shri Sai
Satcharita with complete details from its *‘original Marathi
text'”” into *“English” as Sai-bhaktas wish to know
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complete, and intimate details of legend, life and teachings
of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi as “Shri Sai Satcharita® is
the authentic seripture like "Bhagavadgeeta® to His
sincere devotees, which need to be kept and worshipped
and for studying as "Guru-Grantha Sahib®, by Shri
Nanak, Shri Bhagavadgeeta, The Bible, The Gospel of
Bhagavan Shri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, *‘Guru
Charitra" in every house.

It is requested that Marathi as well as English knowing
S. D, Parchure’s services with others in the field can be utilized
for this great and pious task for which many ‘‘Sai-devotees’ and
“Sai-Institutions’ will come forward with necessary ‘“‘donations'
to become eligible for the "Divine Grace and Love of Lord Sainath.

() We request to kindly immediately, publish all the
““editorials of Shri Sai Leela Journal” into 1 or 2 volumes
which will find a ready sale and market as most of the
editorials of the journal from the Sai-Pen being held by
Dr. S. D, Parchure and prior editors are all exemplary
in spreading the divine message of Sai-bhakti, Sai-service
and Sai-seva.

This first visit of Dr. S. D. Parchure to the twin cities
perhaps, the first Editor of Shri Sai l.eela Journal to visit the twin
cities and participate in several sat-sanghs and visit Sai-Mandirs,
will be a forerunner for many more of such visits of top
responsible persons and officials from Shirdi Sai Sansthan, at the
divine will of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi in the near future in the
cause of rapid spread of Sai cult. '

May the present **Official committee of Shirdi Sanstan" visit
the twin cities and hold its meeting here with selective Sai-brothers
and sisters for furthering the rapid spread of Sai-devotion
not only in A.P. >tate, but also internationally with greater
ernphasis on service activities.
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Dr. S. D. Parchure, Editor, Sai Leela, was received by
M|S. K. Navin Chander, Deputy Secretary Finance Department,
Government of Andhra Pradesh, M, Rangachari, President, All
India Shri Sai Mission and few mhers on 7-10-1984 M. Narasimha
Rao, the author of this article is highly thankful for the visit of
r. 8. D. Parchure to his house at Hyderabad on 1lith October
which coincided with **'Thursday™

Dr .S.D. Parchure and his wife were seen off at Secunderabad
Railway Station for Bombay by M/S. M, Narasimha Rao, M. §,
Sastry, Y. V. Subbayya, M. Rapgachari, K. Navin Chander,
T. Brahmananda Sastry and a host of other Sai sisters and
brothers on 20th October, 1984 by *““Minar Express”. Thank you,
Dr.S.D. Parchure for Yesterday, welcome you tomorrow !! *

M. Narasimha Rao
House no 1-1-336/104, Shri Sai Krupa, Viveknagar,
Chikkadpally Hyderabad, 500020 (A. P.)

PO OO OO 0000

Praying Hands

On my last visit to my brother's place (Dr. G. R. Vijayakumar
Balanoor Estate, Durgadabetta), I had a soul-elevating experience.

We were happily chitchatting after finishing the lunch
preparation., Suddenlv my brother, along with his family, was
silent. After a couple of minutes of solitude, he explained to
me - “It is praying time.”

I glanced at the clock. Both the hands of the clock were
on 12 standing straight up, in a familiar ‘Praying Hands" gesture,

“At twelve noon” my brother explained : “the clock
reminds us to thank Lord Sainath for His blessings.”
What a timely thought it is to manifest the divinity in man,

Mrs. Usha Ranganathan
C/o> Dr, R.J. Ranganathan, Primary Health Centere,
Kalasapura 577 146, Chikmagalur District, Karnataka



Samata And Not Mamata

Mind is the playground of all actions. One can evolve or
devolve according to one’s thinking. Most of the problems arise
when the mind is disturbed and agitated. Egocentric attachments
induce more problems. Mind should not be unsteady or dirty,
It should be calm and composed. Right mental attitude with
absolute devotion to the Lord is necessary to ward off evil
thoughts, Kama and Krodha contribute only evil thoughts and
fan jealousy and hatred, Passion, anger and greed constitute the
triple gate to hell, leading to the damnation of the soul, There-
fore, one should shake off these emotions and cleanse the mind,
as the image cannot be seen in a mirror covered with mist., One
should cut asunder his Asha and Pasha which will otherwise
make the mind more turbulent.

Baba wanted Shama to read Vishnu Sahasranama, though
the latter did not crave for it. Baba took the Sahasranama book
belonging to one Ramadasi, who was sent to the bazaar by Baba
himself tc fetch some medicines. Baba gave the book to Shama
and asked him to study the same and reap the benefit. The
Ramadasi, returning from the bazaar, saw his book in Shama’s
hands. He got wild and began to scold and abuse Shama, He
said that it was Shama, who set Baba to send him away under
the pretext of bringing the medicine and thus got away with his
Vishnu Sahasranama book.

Baba spoke to the Ramadasi kindly as follows, *‘Oh,
Ramadasi, wbat is the matter with you? Why are you so turbulent
and quarrelsome? Can you not speak soft and sweet words.? You
daily read these sacred books and still your mind is impure and
your passions uncontrolled. What sort of a Ramadasi are you?
You ought to be indifferent to all things. Is it oot strange that
you should covet this book so strongly? A true Ramadasi should
have no "Mamata® but have ‘*Samata’. (Sai Satcharita Edn, 8
Chap. 27 P. 146)
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Therefore completely erradicating ‘““Mamata’’ from the mind,
one should practise Samata, by fixing one’s mind on Lord Saij
Nath, be devoted to Him, make obeisance to Him with unflinching
faith and devotion in that sustainer and ruler of this Universe.
“Faith’" Rabindranath Tagore says *“is the bird that feels the
light and sings when the dawn is still dark.”” We should see Sai
in everything around us. Sai is all pervasive. He is the beginning,
the middle and the end of all creations. There is no creature in
this Universe - animate or inanimate which exists without Him.
Every such creature as is glorious, brilliant or powerful, is the
manifestation of a part of Sai’s effulgence. And nothing moves
without His command. We are only His instruments with
different make-ups to dance or play according to His tunes.

One Pundalikarao, pleadsr of Nanded, Was entrusted with
a coconut by Shri Tembye Swami to be handed over to Sainaih
in reverence. Mr, Pundalikarao failed to do this, having used that
coconut while on his trip to Shirdi. He begged Baba to forgive
him for his negligence and offered to give another nut. Baba
refused to accept it saying that the worth of the Swami’s coconut
was far many times more, than an ordinary one and could not
be replaced. Baba added ‘“Now you need not worry yourself
any more in the matter, It was on account of my wish that the
coconut was entrusted to you and ultimately broken on the way.
Why should you take the doership of these actions on you. Do
not entertain the sense of doership in doing good as well as bad
deeds; be entirely prideless and egoless in all things and thus
your spiritual progress will be rapid.” (Shri Sai Satcharita,
Chap, 1 Page 268 Edn. 8.)

“Samata' is therefore a step in the right direction. Love
coupled with expectation results in lust. Richness of the heart
is measured by devotion. Love coupled with devotion evolves
bhakti. Love coupled with compassion and devotion will not only
control our emotions but also wipe it off completely. We should
prepare the mind for meditation with Shraddha which will lay
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the foundation for spiritual growth, We should meditate on the
Sliprrma with absolute devotion and faith and in due course the
meditator will disappear into the meditated, Whatever we do,
act.or give, let us offer it with warmth and devotion in the name
of Sai, so as to attain Shashwat Shanti, like the rivers which lose
their form once they merge with the ocean,

The Gitacharya says: gty a=sRl wegdf zafd ad, |
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Whatever you do, whatever you eat, whatever you offer as
oblations to the sacr'ed fire, whatever you bestow as a gift,
whatever you do by way of penance, Arjuna, offer it all to Me.
(C. 9:27) . '

JUIPIFEIT A8 Fadd |
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With your mind thus established .in the yoga of renunciation, you
will be. freed .from .the bonds of Karma in the shape:of good and
evil consequences; and freed from them, you shall attain Me. -

(C 9 /28y

R S. Ramakrishnan
'Nagsal Vihar®, 31, Dr, Radhaknshnan Road, .

Mylapure. IMadras—ﬁOO 004




‘Preparing For Retirement

By rétirement I do nét Wedn  rétirément from Govérmmeént
or privaté service, as in some casés after retiréement; people do
take-up another employmént or dtart some busimess. For this
article the retirement means when you voluntarily or perforce
stop all activitiés and Jead a lifé of rest untildedth.

This last stage everyone ‘has to undérgo, sometirae or the
other, unless of course one dies a pre-mature death due to a
short illness or accident, Unless one has prepared himself for
this stage, one finds adjustment very difficult and one becomes
extremely miserable and mentally upset.

First and foremost is the financial worry. Your income is
cut down to less than half and its value also deteriorates rapidly
in these days of constantly rising prices. Except for those lucky
opes Who have been able to invest wisely during their service or
those, who have a good pension, majority have to depend at
least partislly on their earning children, which is a likely cause
of frictionjunhappiness in the family, For this the only solution
'is to cut down your requirements and learn to live a simple life.
Giving-up smoking (and drinking too if habituated) would help
a lot financially as well ag for health, Travelling Il class sleeper
is quite comfortable these days and costs much less than I class.
If one can give-up non-vegetarian food, nothing like it. The
bowels at that age conpot stand the strain of rich non-veg.
food, At least these lhmgs would save the doctor’s bills and

personal misery,

A Government scrvant, especially, has hardly to spend on
clothes after retirement, He already has a couple of suits required
for formal occasions - provided he continues to keep his body
trim and fit after retirement with fegular yoga, walk and exercise.
For home wear, personally I feel there is npothing like white
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‘khadi’ pyjama and kudta, Khadi is thick and porous and is
equally good in winter as well as summer. It also costs less.
This may perhaps also help one to have the feeling of being
national-minded,

The next is the loss of position. You are no more an officer
or a boss in service - everyone attending to you and obeying you
at your beck and call. At home also, the children have grown
up, probably earnihg their own money and become officers like
you. Consequently you have now been relegated to second or
third position in the family in priority and prestige, Of course,
with good children yoa will still be respected; but all the house-
hold is now geared-up to their needs who have to go to their
duties/business in time, At such times you feel neglected and
depressed mentally unless you have already adjusted psychologically.
Remember, this position had been inevitable - you had your days
and you must accept this situation gracefully outside as well as
at home. Losing your shirt will not help since you are neither
the centre of power nor the holder of purse.

The third is the boredom. With loss of your active life and
children busy with their own family affairs, you are left alone-
unless yoy have your wife still living to keep company. But
ladies still have many things tuv keep themselves busy till the end
of their life. With the grand-children added they are more
engrossed in the family matters and do not have spare time to
look after you as before. So you are probably doubly lonely.
The only answer is to develop some hobbies before retirement
e.g. gardening, reading, cards, spiritual activities, etc. These will
keep you cheerful and your happiness, not being dependent on
your children, would result in better relations with them.

Fourth is your health. After sixty, howsoever one may try,
one suffers from one disease or other, The body gets worn out,
strength gets reduced and the resistance to diseases becomes less.
You are not able to do physically or mentally what you could
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do before. This you must learn to accept since it is a natural
course of event. However whatever disease you are attacked
with, try and find out its cause and try to cure it naturally by
taking precautions, doing yoga exercises and controlling the diet,
rather than going after doctors for an ultimate cure, In emergency
and on serious occasions of course you must rush for medical
help; but afterwards you must find your own cure. Mind you !
you are now a liability to your children (even if they may not
say so) and making them spend extra money or nurse you in
your disability is bound to lead to unhappiness and friction i
stretched too “far, In old age a disease will never be cured
completely. Hence it is better to accept the situation of cure in
parts and learn to bear the remaining pain and disability 1n a
stride cheerfully instead of grumbling and cribbing over it.

Fifthly | think the most important key to be happy is to
learn to adjust YOURSELF to the surroundings than expect
others to adjust to your likes and dislikes. 1hese days the worlad
is changing too fast. In one span of life, we have seen travel
in a steam engine train or slow flying aircraft to rush to thc
planets and space and coming back as if from a trip. Our grand
children have become more intelligent with the advanced technology
in the world and will not accept anything from us without
arguing. Their ideas of liberty, social contacts, mode of dress,
philosophy of.life and behaviour are all ditferent, perhaps jarring
and not liked by us. Under the circumstances it would be
foolish on our part to try to advise them or force our ideas on
them in these matters. Hringing up their children 1s your son's
daughter’s problem and their likings. Your interference will only
cause friction and unhappiness. In short the best way is not to
poke your nose as a father/father-in-law or mother/mother-in-law
in their affairs - especially so if you are dependent financially
on them,

Lastly remember that you have only few days left on this
earth. Whatever you have collected, earned, e.g, bungalow, cash,
ornaments, you are going to leave behind. So do not worry
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what changes/alterations your sons/daughters do with them or
how they spend them away. Give up all attachment to these
things and think of what you are going to take with you - only
your SUBTLE body i.e. mind and intellect and your good or bad
deeds. So let us develop them in a correct manner for our
ultimate good and leave this world with a smiling face and good
relations with all concerned,

Peace of mind is a great achievement in life. A person who
attains that can only leave this world with a smiling face. Those
who have failed to attain that can never enjoy this life and
cannot therefore have a smiling face. Peace of mind is closely
connected to the spiritual activities, which have been referred to
before as one of the hobbies, which a person should try to
develop before retirement. Faith is more or less the base of all
spiritual activities and it is an inhereat quality of the human
mind. If we try to scan the human mind we will be surely
able to unearth in it, at some remote corner, the faith in some
"God, Goddess or Saint. Some persons may mnot be conscious of
their faith, However if they intend to seek a Guru at the fag
end of their life and keep faith in him and surrender completely
to him, then peace of mind will not hoodwink them, From the
experiences of the devotees that are being published in this
magazine from time to time Shri Sai Baba is one such modern
saint, who has helped many devotees and is still helping a good
many of them to attain the peace of mind, All old people may
therefore seek refuge in this Saint of Shirdi, Shri Sai Baba, and
attain peace of mind, by surrendering completely to him, thus
paving the path of taking leave of this world with a smiling face.

Lt. Col. M. B. Nimbalkar (Retd)
1/14 Five Star Apartments, Bund Garden Road, Pune 411 001
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Enter the Kingdom of the Alnﬁghty

One who strives to enter the Kingdom of the Almighty i
called an aspirant, A man leading princely life, at times, gives
dp worldly pleasures and takes to the study of *‘spiritual science”
which is the first step towards the Kingdom of the Almighty. [t
is very difficult to account for this sudden change for, taking to
the study of the said science is really an ordeal. Saints and sages
attribute this sudden change in the attitude of a men to *Purvasu-
krut' (accummulation of merit in earlier birth.) It, of course,
takes time to attain maturity in spiritual field, For, an aspirant
has to observe spiritual discipline consistently in the matter of
intake of food, performance of certain rites and day to  day
activities so as to avoid obliquity. Besides, an aspirant is put to
rigorous test by the Cosmic Beloved before the title *3iddhapurush®
is conferred on him, Then only he.becomes recipient of grace of
the Cosmic Beloved. To acquire grace of the Almighty through
austcrities is the core of the “‘spiritual scieace’”, When this stage
is reached, then only an aspirant is considered fit to enter the
Kingdom of the Almighty. When an aspirant enters the said
Kingdom, he remains in a state of ecstasy throughout. He is not
amazed at the feats of Science, which bring him so called
pleasures; for, by virtue of his becoming an aspirant, he himself
becomes a source of pleasure, As he penetrates the Kingdom of
the Almighty with utmost devotion, supernatural powers are
conferrend on him by the Cosmic Beloved,

~ Sai Baba, as can be seen from the trend of events in his
life, had reached perfection in the study of *‘‘spiritual science”. He
had gone to the extent to pay visits to some of His devotees in
flesh and blood even after his death. .veedless to say only
messengers of the Almighty can perform such miracles. It would
not be out of place to narrate one miracle of “mind-reading”,

performed by Baba, which also indicates how attentive Baba was
in clearing doubts of His devotees.
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A devout woman was camping at a hill station. In the
evening she would occupy a seat on a bench placed at the extreme
end of the hill, since this particular spot suited her peace-loving
nature. Once as she occupied her usual seat, she began to think
over the riddle of life. Many questions concerning the evils in
our society such as hatred, betrayal, ingratitude etc. hovered in
her mind, Main question that haunted her was, ‘how one should
behave in such a disgusting situation’. - Would someone clear my
doubt ? As she gazed at the slope of the hill, she caught glimpse
of a man climbing the hill, The stranger, an old man, was
trudging the path and the woman wondered why he should take
to the painful climb at that odd hour in such a biting cold.
After some time, the man cmerged right near the bench. Panting
he occupied a portion' of the: bench quite close to the woman
and glanced at her with fatherly affection. After a while he said,
“I know your question and I bhave come to clear -your doubt.
While moving in the society, you come across so many people-
kind as well as evil-doers., Make friends with kind people and
take no notice of evil-doers. Adopt the policy hate none, blame
none'’. With these words he bade good-bye to the woman and
made his way towards the foot of the hill,

The feelings of the devout woman may better be imagined
than described, *

S. N. Awachat
Section Supervisor, BTD, Indian Globe Chambers,
5th floor, Fort, Bombay-400 001



The Perennial Mercy Of Bhagwan Sai Baba

My husband and I are Shri Sai Baba’s devotees from 1980
and have been experiencing his miracles and leelas often. Till
1983 we were not aware of this magazine “Sai Leela” published
monthly, through which the numerous devotees have been rélating
their experiences with Shri Sai Baba, We are now regular
subscribers of ‘Sai Leela’.

In January 1983, my husband received a new year’s greeting
card from his brother, who is very regular in sending the same
to us, with Lord Ganesh's photo on front side. Surprisingly
another new year's card had Shri Sai Baba’s photo on it with
the inscription *‘Sabka Malik Ek"™ in Hindi, as none of our
relatives knows that we are Baba’s 'devotees. In Feb 1983 we
experienced another leela of Baba, who got my husband his
transfer order to Nasik, which is close to his divine abode
at Shirdi,

I am studying in the College of Education for B. Ed. at
Nasik. [ have to go to my College by the State Transport Bus,
and my monthly season ticket expired on 7 Sep 84, the day when
I had to appear for the first internal examination., My husband
left the house at 9 A.M. for renewing the pass and till 11 A.M.,
he had not come back, which created anxiety in me since I had
to be dropped by him in my College by 11.30 A.M. as the
examination was to commence at 12 noon, However he came
home at 11,20 A.M. on his motor cycle following an autorickshaw
and informed me that he had met with an accident due to the
fault of driver of the autorickshaw, He however did not have
any injuries and the damage to his motor cycle was also
negligible. This was certainly due to the the mercy of our Lord
Sai Nath, who, by his grace, €nsured that I reach my College in
time for the examination,



THE PERENNIAL MERCY OF BHAGWAN SAI BABA 37

I came back home at about 3 P.M. and told my hushand
that though 1 had prepared.well still I had not solved the paper
to my satisfaction, | feared that I may fail in my internal
examination. My husband, who listened to me very patiently,
said that I would not fail even if I bad given a blank paper: as -
our Lord Baba will look after my success. | scored 56% in that
paper inspite of leaving the hall one hour earlier,

The next day, i.e. on 9th September 1984, my husband had
planned to go to Shirdi, it being a Sunday, Accordingly he went
to the State Transport bus stand to get the seats reserved. He
could get the reservation tickets only for a bus leaving Nasik at
10.15 A.M, This meant that we would not be at Shirdi for the
noon Arthi, My husband hence got the tickets cancelled. The
next moroing as soon as I got up from the bed at 6 A M., |
asked my husband whether he had planned to go to Shirdi or to
other place, He told me that it appeared that Baba did not
want 'us to be at Shirdi on that day and that he had cancelled
the reservations. After some time, he told me to get ready as
quickly as possible as he had decided to go to Shirdi irrespective
of cancelling the reserved tickets on Saturday. Shri Baba only
knows how he brought about this change in my husband’'s mind
to proceed to Shirdi.

We left our house at about 8.45 A.M. and reached the
Central bus stand at 9 A.M, Buses to Shirdi from this bus stand
go at an interval of 30 minutes, By Sai Baba's grace, we got
two seats in a bus leaving Nasik at 9.30 A. M. It takes about
2 hours and 30 minutes to reach Shirdi, which meant that 'we
would be at Shirdi bus stand at 12 noon from where it takes
another 10 minutues to reach Baba's Samadhi and thus be late
for noon Arthi, Surprisingly inside the bus we saw Sai Baba's
photo decorated with flowers by the driver, When we were
about 20 Km. short of Shirdi, the driver increased his speed
and reached Shirdi bus stand at 11.50 A,M.
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‘We virtually ran from the bus stand to the place of Baba’s
Maha Samadhi and it appeared as though Baba was waiting for
our arrival. The Arthi started after we stood in the queue.

Here again, [ was put into another test by Baba, The
volunteer who was controlling the crowd on the ladies side, kept
on obstructing the image of Baba and asked me to go for ward
knowing fully well that there was no place to go further, |
could not control my tears and wept like a child in front of Baba
saying, ‘is this for which he called us all the way from Nasik and
face such humiliation 7' 1 narrated the incident to my husband,
who took it very calmly and said that though the volunteer was
in the proximity of our sadguru he has not got his grace to
be humble,

I told my husband that I will never come to Shirdi again
if this is the treatment we are going to get. [ must admit here
that this was absoluey due to my ignorance of our Baba’s ever
lasting love that I uttered these words to tally against our method
of living, My husband smiled and said that I must learn to be
more tolerent to such treatments and tests by Baba.

We left Shirdi at 2,45 P,M, and reached Nasik Road at
5,15 P.M. Our vehicle had come to take us home, On our
return journey we were joined by a young couple returning after
Baba’s darshan at Shirdi, who wanted to go to Bombay the
very day after visiting a beautiful Mandir at Nasik known as
‘Mukti Dham’. My husband as usual went to help this cnuble.
He took them to the railway station and bought the tickets for
them by Kashi Express leaving Nasik Road at 3.30 P,M. which
was delayed by Baba by 3% hours. The gentleman after purchase
of the tickets had lost one ticket. My husband told him not to
worry and assured him that by Shri Baba's grace, he will get
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back the ticket. They both again went towards the counter and
enroute an old man met them and asked whether they had lost
a ticket, showing the same- to them. This gentleman thanked the
old man and was surprised at my husband’s total faith in Sai
Baba. My husband told him that Baba's devotees will never suffer,

We then went to Mukti Dham, and as one enters the
Mandir one could see on the left side Sai Baba’s statue. The
poojari was about to start the evening Arthi, As soon as we
reached Our Sadguru's statue, we were Wwelcomed by the poojari
and the Arthi commenced, I shed tears again and repented for
my folly at Shirdi as Baba through his perennial mercy blessed
me to witness the evening Arthi at this place and gave a special
darshan exclusively for me. We had been to this mandir many a
times; but never before did we witness the Arthi to our Sadguru
at this time of the evening,

Dear devotees, looking into all the miracles on 09 September
84 and the earlier ones, do they not show the perennial mercy
our Lord Sai Nath ?

I pray to our Lord Sai Nath to be constantly with us and
allow us to stay very near to his divine abode at Shirdi. ¥

Mrs. Shanta Rajamani

CJo Major R. Rajamani, Artillery Centre,
Nasik Road Camp, Pin 422 102
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Cast in Baba's Mould

[Shri Narasimha Swamiji was at the head of the legal profession
at Salem. He however gave up his roariag .practice in 1925 in
response to an ioner call for spiritual quest and started The All
India Sai Samaj at Madras through which he propagated Sai
devotion in the south. In late Radhakrishna Swamiji he found a
devout disciple, - who took the banner of Sai devetion on his
shoulder and ably kept it fluttering. According to his Guru’s
order he started the Sai Spiritual Centre at Bangalore and nursed
it diligently. After working throughout his life for the spread of
Sai devotion he attained Mahasamadhi on 14-1-1980, The
following article written by Shri Rasal is published in this month
in order to pay our homage to this Apostle of Sai on his
Mahasamadhi day coming on 14-1-1985 — Editor]

Five years have flown like a bird in endless stream of all
consuming time. It is said that time erases the memory of even
the most memorable; but to this universal rule there are worthy
exceptions of those perfect souls, who are cast in the mould of
truth, Sbhri Baba appeared in the human form to preach and
practise truth, He is truth incarnate. “He carries on His mission
through His true devotees, whom He lovingly casts in His mould,
Our illustrious Radhakrishna Swamiji is one such perfectly moulded
devotee, who still lives and guides the devotees of Shrl Baba as will
be seen from the following incident,

During Guru Purnima Festival of 1984, I came across a
devotee with Radhakrishna Swamiji’s biography in his hand at
Dwarkamayi. I enquired of him how he came to know Swamiji.
What he told me must be put into print, One morning, he got
a vision when be saw that one statue of a person, not known to
him, was seen above Shri Baba’s statue, He was amazed that an
unknown person should be shown higher than Shri Baba, He
was non-plussed and was eager to know who the unknown person
was. However, His curiosity was not tested by Shri Baba
any more,
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During his visit to Bangalore in the following fortnight, he
was taken to Sai-Spiritual Centre by his relative with whom he
was putting up. At the Centre, he started weeping at the sight
of Shri Swamiji’s statue, His relative was told about the cause
of his weeping and he too was surprised beyond measure.

What does the vision indicate? In my humble opinion, Shri
Sai Baba is a devotee of His true devotees and therefore, he
showed that he held a true devotee like Swamiji above Himself.

It will not be out of place to mention here, how I was
also drawn by Shri Baba, to Swamiji. In 1979, while T was in
the thick of adverse circumstances, Shri Baba gave a vision and
told me, “I would bless you during the writers’ gathering.? |
was then clearly shown that Shri Swamiji blessed me. For me,
therefore, Shri Swamiji was, nay is, Shri Baba. I do say that Shri
Swamiji is Baba as Swamiji still lives and guides the devotees
like Baba, as is amply proved by thﬂ above vision to the unknown
devotee and to myself.,

Readers, the very fact that Shri Baba should show me Shri
Swamiji and tell me that His blessings would be given through
him is a clear proof thai Swamiji attained perfection by casting
aside his own pe}sunality and thus showed that he is now in Shri
Baba’s mould. Baba in his own inimitable silent but effective
way carries on the work of guiding His devotees through such
devotees when he earmarks for them such a role, What more
appropriate homage can we pay to Swamiji than by slowly casting
away our personality i, e. ego to facilitate our moulding in the
perfect mould of Shri Sai Baba. *

Anil Keshavrao Rasal
21/382, B, P. T. Staff Quarters, Reynolds Road,
Wadala (E.), Bombay - 400 037.
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Shri Vasantrao Laxmanrao Potdar

Shri Sai Leela is a magazine
of international fame, It is being
published for the last sixtythree
years. For the last ten years an
annual gathering of the contributors
to this magazine is being held al
Shirdi. The eleventh gathering will
be held in this month on Sunday,
27th and Monday 28th, As per the.
tradition, some elderly Sai devotee,
who had the good fortune to take
darshan of Shri Sai Baba, when he
existed in flesh and blood and who
was Dblessed by Him, is usuall
clected as the President of this gathering. We are lucky that this -
time also we have got Shri Vasantrao Laxmanrao Potdar as the .
president of the 11th Annual gathering, who was blessed by Shri *
Sai Baba, when the former was just a boy and who is a Sai
devotee from his childhood.

Shri Vasantrao was born on 4th December 1903, at Edwan,
in the Thane District, near the Safala Railway Station on the
Western Railway. His father Shri Laxmanrao was working as a
clerk in the Engineering Deprt. of the P, and O. Company. Shri
Vasantrao finished his primary education at Edwan and he studied
upto Matric at the High School conducted by the Gokhale
Education Society at C. P, Tank in Bombay. As religious
functions were being performed in the house of Shri Vasantrao
since bis childhood, he was moulded tv be a believer in God and
a religious minded person.

Shri Laxmanrao Yashwant Potdar, the father of Shri
Vasantrao was-a sincere devotee of Shri Sa.i Baba and he had
complete faith in Him. Once he had difference of opinion with
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his officer on certain proposal, where Shri Laxmanrao urged that
the work, if carried out according to his idea, would be beneficial
tn the company and it would put the company ‘to loss if it would
be carried out accnrdmg to the 1dca.o? the Ofﬁcer. However the
Officer did not agree with Shri Laxmanran and asked him to
carr;r out his nrdera. This upset Shri Laxmanrao to such ap
extent that he tﬂnd::red his remgnatmn.l However after leaving
the job in such a way Shrl Laxmaurao started repentmg_ because
he had no other financial help to ran the household, He therefore
prayed to Shri Sai Baba to give him another job and he offered
topay to Baba the full salary for one moath if he would get:'a
job soon. Shri Sai Baba was always running to the call of His
devotees and thetrefore within four days after Shri Laxmanrao
tendered his resignation, he was called back in his old office as
the officer realised his mistake and décided to call back Shri
Laxmanrao on the job. After Shri Laxmanrao got his salary for
the month, he immediately started for Shirdi for fulfilling his vow.
This incident took place in 1911 when Shri Vasantrao was just
eight years old. Shri Laxmanrao took his son, Shri Vasantrao,
along with him, when he went to Shirdi. In those days one had
to travel from Bombay to Kopargaon by train and from there to
Shirdi through a bullock-cart,

After thus completing the hazardous journey from Bombay
to Shirdi, Shri Laxmanrao went for darshan of Shri Sai Baba,
who was sitting in Dwarakamai at that time. As a number of
devotees had already been there in the courtyard, Shri
Laxmanrao sat in the rear to wait for his turn. While he was
thus stated, One pony came there and went away after bowing
down to Shri Baba. All were wondering at this gesture of
the pony.

Shri Sai Baba just then looked at all the devotees and said,
“Oh Laxman, give me my salary”’. Shri Laxmanrao and his
son were coming to Shirdi. for the first time. They therefore
thought that Shri Baba maust not be knowing Laxmanrao’s name
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and that He must be calling some other ‘Laxman’ in the gathering
So he just started looking round about; but Shri Baba again said,
“Yes, Yes, I am addressing only to you. Give me my salary”
On hearing these words, Shri l.axmanrao went ahead, bowed down
to Shri Baba and offered Him his whole salarv for the month,
Shri Vasantrao also bowed down to Shri Sai Baba along with
his fathar, Then Shri Baba blessed both of them and asked one
old lady, who was sitting near Baba, to arrange for the lunch
of Shri Laxmanrao and his son Shri Vasantrao.

After lunch both, the father and the son, went to Shri Baba
for requesting for permission to leave Shirdi and go back to
Bombay by the evening train. After getting due permission, both
of them started back for Bombay, As Shri Laxmanrao had
handed over the whole of his salary to Shri Baba, he had no
money left with him. However with full faith in Shri Baba he
started his journey back to Bombay, Somehow they completed
their jourogey in the bullock-cart up to Kopergaon, but thereafter
Shri Laxmanrao was worried how to buy the Railway tickets.
As he was thus engrossed in his thoughts, one old friend of Shri
Laxmanrao came there and said, *'Wait, | am booking my tickets
for Bombay, So [ will book your tickets also along with my
tickets”, What a wonder | the friend came with the tickets, handed
them over to Shri Laxmanrao and without asking for money he
hurriedly went away never to come back. In this fashion Shri Sai
Baba helped Shri Laxmanrao to come to Bombay without spending
a pice. Because of this miracle, Shri Vasantrao became a Sai
devotee from that day and his devotion towards Shri Baba is
increasing even now,

Shri Vasantrao told about one instance when Shri Sai Baba
helped the family in their distress, ““Once Shri Laxmanrao became
seriously ill. His illness took a serious turn and the doctor,
attending on him, told Vasantrao that Laxmanrao was at the last
stage and therefore he may call all his near relations to meet him,
Hence I called my maternal uncle Shri Yashwantrao Edwankar,
Myself, my Mother and my maternal uncle all were sitting anxiously
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at the bedside of my father., At twelve midnight my father suddenly
got up and sat in the bed He just looked at the door and folding
both his hands, he bowed and went to bed again. When he slept
he had high fever and we all were altogether frightened. At about
five Q'clock in the morning my father woke up and asked for
food. My mother gave him some porridge, which he took and he
asked us, “Why are you keeping awake?'’ My mother told him
that he was sick and hence we were waiting on him anxiously
On hearing this my father said, **Who says that | am sick? [ am
quite well. Before some time I looked at the door where I found
a person, with a silver stick in his hand, sitting and guarding the
door. 1 bowed to that man who told me, ‘Let me see who comes here
to give you trouble. I will drive him away if anyone comes here’.

From my father’s above talk we all gathered that revered
Sai Baba had appeared on the scene in the form of that man and
had saved him from death. My father recovered completely very
soon thereafter and our devotion towards Shri Sai Baba increasza
further from that time. '’

Once Shri Vasantrao, who was just a boy when he appeared
for the Matriculation examination, was taken by his father to a
watch company, near ‘Kalaghoda’ in the fort area, with the idea
of purchasing a wrist watch for him. When he enquired about the
price of the watch he felt that it would not suit his pocket and
he wanted to drop the idea of purchasing the watch. Just then a
Parsee gentleman, who was working in that company, and who
was his friend, purchased that watch on his own name and gave
‘it to tI:m:1 son of his friend. Shri Vasantrao accepted the watch as
the prasad af Shri Sai Baba,

After purchasing the watch, Shri Laxmanrao remembered
about his friend Shri Dinanath Wagal, who was working in the
National Bank, which was just near the above walch company.
Shri Laxmanrao went to the office of the Bank with the idea of
seeing if Shri Vasantrao could be employed in that Bank as he
had now studied upto matriculation, Shri Wagal immediately got
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had now studied upto matriculation. Shri Wagal immediately got
a paper and after asking Shri Vasantrao to write his application
thereon he took it to his officer with his own recommendation,
Shri Fonseca, the son of the Governer of Daman, was the Officer
in question and he immediately got Shri Vasantrao employed in
the Bank as a clerk on a salary of Rs. 65/~ per month, Though
Shri Vasantrao had no previous knowledge of work in any office,
it was Shri Sai's favour that he got a job so easily in that bank,
The National Bank later on changed into Lloyed Bank and Grindlays
Bank and Vasantrao continued to serve in that bank till 1957,
when he retired from service.

Since 1914 Shri Vasantrao always reads daily Vyankatesh
Stotra, Maruti Stotra etc. and worships Shri Sai Baba every day
with great devotion, His worship is going on all these years without
any interruption. His wife Mrs. Manoramabai, who was looking
after the house very well and who was also a devotee of Shri Sai
Baba, expired through ill luck in 1954. Shri Vasantrao has seven
sons and two daughters, who are all well-educated and who are
holding high positions in different establishments, His one daughter
Smt. Malatibai is M, A. M, Ed, and she is the principal of the
S. N. D. T. school in Girgaum. Shri Vasantrao was very much
fond of cricket from his youth and even now he goes to witness
cricket matches. He was chirman of the Daivadnya Cricket
Association in Girgaum for over twelve years when he managed
the institution very well.

The wife of Shri Mitkar Maharaj, a famous saint from Pune,
and the wife- of Shri Vasantrao are sisters. Even at this mature
old age of 81 years, Shri Vasantrao is maintaining very good
health and he is very active. He is all the time engrossed in thin-
king about religious matters.

All the delegates attending the 11th gathering will be pleased
to attend the gathering under the august presidentship of such a
devout devotee like Shri Vasantrao and they will be eagerly waiting
to hear something more about Shri Sai Baba from the mouth of
such an old devotee. *



OCTOBE 1984

In this month the 66th Punyatithi of Shri Sai Baba was
celebrated at Shirdi for four days from 3-10.84 to 6-10-84 in a hilarious
atmosphere, Many Sai devotees had come in large numbers from
various places for taking part in the festival. Hence the staff
the Shirdi Sansthan was very .busy during this month. From
previous experience, meetings of the heads of different departments
were held well in advance before the festival and therefore there
was no disorder anywhere. The festival got over happily without
any disturbance.

Wednesday 3-10-1984 :

This was the first day of the festival. The Samadhi Mandir
was opended as wusval at 5-00 a,m, and the Kakad Aarti was
sung at 5-15 am, At 6 a.m, the photo of Shri Sai Baba and the
Pothi (Marathi edition of Shri Sai Satcharit) were taken in
procession from the Samadhi Mandir to Dwarkamai via Gurusthan.
After the photo was placed in Dwarkamai, Parayan (Continuous
reading of Sai Satcharit) was started immediately, At 6-30 a.m,
the holy bath of Shri Sai Baba was started and the other progra-
mmes like Abhishek, aartis etc, went on in the Samadhi Mandir
at their usual timings. In the afternoon Shri Manumaharaj
Koklegaonkar, disciple of Shri Athavlemaharajfrom Dasganu Ashram
at Gorte, performed Keertan in the Samadhi Mandir from 4 p,m,.
to 6 p.m. Because of the melodious voice and the mastery over
the Indian philosophy, the Keertan of Shri Manumaharaj was

appreciated much by the audience. After the Dhuparati was sung,
Shri Sharad Jambhekar, Radio Star from Bombay, gave in the
Samadhi Mandir a programme of his vocal music from 7-30
p.m, to 9 p.m. and from 9-30 p.m, to 11 p.m, As the people
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from Shirdi and its vicinity do not get a chance to listen to such
artists, they had crowded in large numbers for the programme
and they appreciated it much. From 9-15 p.m. to 11=15 p.m.
the palkhi (palanquin) of Shri Sai Baba, fully decorated, was
taken in procession., through the Shirdi village accompanied with
band and Bhajan parties. The streets in the Shirdi village were
levelled and cleaned for the procession and hence the devotees
had not to face the foul smell this year while accompanying the
procession, The Shejarati was sung after the palkhi procession
returned to the Samadi Mandir and thus ended the first day of
the festival when the Samadhi Mandir was closed.

Thursday 4-10-'84 :

This was the principal day of the festival, As this day
came on a Thursday it had a double importance and the devotees
were waiting for darshan as soon as the Samadhi Mandir was
opened in the morning at 5 am. The Kakad aarti was sung at
5~15 a.m, At 6 a.m, the photo of Shri Sai Baba and the Pothi
were brought back to the Samadhi Mandir via Gurusthan in a
procession accompanied by music as the parayan got over by
that time. The holy bath, Abhishek and aartis etc, in the Samadhi
Mandir, went on as usual from 6-30 a.m. onwards. At 9 a.m.
the Bhiksha Zoli programme was started, As Shri Sai Baba used
to beg in Shirdi village during his life-time, this programme is
arranged every year on the punyatithi day, to commemorate that
event. Shri R, D. Banne, Executive Officer of Shirdi Sansthan
gave Zolies to the Sai devotees who were present for the progra-
mme and he moved in the Shirdi village along with all the
devotees for Bhiksha, The ladies worshipped the flag of Shri Sai
BSaba at house to house and they gave wheet, jowar, Bajra, fruits,
cocoanuts, money etc.  in the Zoli by way of alms, This year
Rs, 3,629-71 cash and corn worth Rs. 1,550/= was collected in
the Bhiksha Zoli, which was almost double the usual collection.
From 10-30 a.m. to 12 noon Shri Manumaharaj performed Keertan
in the Samadhi Mandir on the subject of the Punyatithi of Shri
Sai Baba, The noon aarti was sung thereafter and the teerth

and prasad were given to the devotees, who attended the aarti.

( to be continued )
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& ¥ ) GRS FAIT L%e

R swfRa @ 30 8, Mew s g ‘@ am afEg? ) w9d g
3@ § offt wRES ¥ Aofas v ¥ ad-wfk@ F gAR-gan &g sfags
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Publications of Shri Sai

Name of the Book

Shri Sai Satcharita
do
do
do
do

Shri Sai Baba Jeevitacharitram

do
Leelamrit
do
do
Shri Sai Baba Awatarkarya
Shri Sainath Stawanmanjiri

do
Sagoonopasana
do

Four Adhyayas by Dasganu
Sai Keertanmala
Pictorial Sai Baba
Shirdi Darshan
Children’s Sai Baba

do

do

do

do
Great Saint Shri Sai Baba

Sai

Baba Sansthan Shirdi

Sai The Superman (Sai Sharananand) English 5.25

Guide to Holy Shirdi
do
do
do
Pooja Vidhi
Rudradhyaya

Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi, P. Bharueha Eng.
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Rs, Rs.
Marathi 22,00 6.00
English 13.50 4-00
Hindi 12.00 4.00
Gujrati 12.00 4.00
Kannad 10.00 4.00
Telugu 13,00 4.00
Tamil 12.00 4.60
Marathi 7.50 3.00
Gujarati 4.25 3.80
Hindi 7.00 3.50
Marathi 4.00 3.00
do 0.35 3.00
Gujarati 0.30 3.00
Marathi 0.50 3.00
Gujarati 0.50 3.00
Marathi 1,25 3.00
Marathi 0.75 3.00
Marathi 4.00 3.00
English 4.50) 3.00
Marathi 1.75 3.00
English 1.75 3.00
Telugu Under Print
Gujarati 1.50 3.00
Hindi I15 3.00
Marathi 0,50 3.00
3.00
English 1.50 3.00
Marathi 1.50 3.00
Gujarati 1.50 3.00
Hindi Under Print
Telugu do
Marathi 0.90 3.00
5.00 3.00
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[

1) Ashirwad 14x20 1-65 3-00
2) & lix14a 1-10 3-00
3) ia 1x10 0-55 3-00
4) ' axs 0-20 3-00
5) i 2x3 O-15 3-00
6) Baba Sitting on Stone (Col) 14x20 1-65 | 3r—00
7) . (Black & White) 14x20 1-65 3-_"'010
8) Statue Photo 13x18 2-15 3-00
9) = 13x18 1-00 3-00
10) Dwarkamai Photo (Col) 14x20 1-10 3-00
11) ; 10x14 0-85 3-00
12) Camera Photo (Coloured) 9x12 1-65 3-00
13) .. (Black & White) 9x12 1-10 3-00
14) Baba Sitting on Stone (Blue) 9x13 - 0-75 3-00
15) Shri Sai Baba lin Plate Calendar 16-00 8-00
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