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IMPROVED GET-Up

Our readers must have noted that the get-up of the cover
page and the first pave of Shri Sai Leela has b:en improved from
the current month. Some 1eaders were always requesting for
improving the get-up of Shri Sai Leela and it is hoped that
their expectations must have been [fulfilled to a certain extent by
the present improvement made in the get-up of this magazine,

The periodicals that are being published all over the world
are a boon given to the society by the modern civilization,
Periodicals, which are published at present, have various fixed
lntervals between their publications. Of course the very common’
periodical. Wwhich comes before our minds eye is the daily
newspaper, which has become almost a part and parcel of the
life of a modern civilized man We have at'present become so
very hungry for fresh news that every- morning we need the
morning issue of the daily newspaper for chewing the news
alongwith our morning cup of hot 1tea! If one day we do not
get our morning paper, we become restless. We feel that we
have missed something, The modern man is not satisfied with
reading the news only once in the morning, So some daily
newspapers are publishing their evening editions also and in big
cities they are also in hot demand; but eveun this 1S not conside-
red ‘enough by some people, They do not feel that they remain
up-to—date by reading newspaper only twice in a day, Hence
some newspapers in Japan and America are publishing their
editions every hour and they also are being sold in good number!
The modern man is so very crazy for the world news that in
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addition to the news, that he reads in the daily newspapers, he
listens with great interest the news that is broadcast on Radio
and T, V. at regular intervals. Due to moderen inventions, the
electronic equipments have been developed to a great extent and
the transmission of news to places, all over the world, is possible
within no time.

~ Alongwith news items, we see many advertisements in the
~daily papers. Thesc advertisements are quite lucrative and form
a substantial part of the income of the new.papers. It may be
stated that on an average about 25 to 40 per cent of the total
space in a daily newspaper is used for advertisements and the
rest is used for news items and articles. Advertising is also a
very well-developed modern business and all businessmen depend
on advertisements for the sale of their goods. |

Next to dailies, we come across biweekly and weekly papers.
Out of the aforesaid two periodicals the furmer is very rare,
while the latter is more popular, From the point of view of
location, we may say that dailies are usually published from big
. cities, having a population of over 10 lakhs or so, while the
biweeklies or weeklies are usually published from district or
taluka places. The dailies usually cover a very wide range of
~world news and they are mainly read for the news published in
them, The weeklies on the other hand, give more of the local
news, relating to their taluka and district, and they aie mainly
read in the taluka and district tor which they are supposed 10
be published. Some important articles about politics, economy,
literature and science etc. are pubdlished in weckl.es and
they are read with interest by their readers. On the other hand
the primary importance is given to the news n daily newspapers
and many articles, published in them on various subjects like
education, industry, politics etc. are ignored by ‘their readers.
Why spesk of other articles? Even the editorials published in the
dailies are hardly read by their readers, The fault in this case
does not necessarily lie with the readers, The main reason fur
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that is the modern fast life. The readers of the dailies, staying
in cities, hardly get any time to go through the newspaper in
the morning, They wusually run to their work hurriedly in the
morning with the hope of returning home early in the night and
reading the newspaper at leisure at that time, If sometimes they
are not able to come home in good time, they do not find time
to read the paper and if they postpone the reading to. the next
day, the new issue of the daily for the next day confronts them
early in the morning on the next day and the readers get
engrossed in that issue, forgetting the issue of the previous day!

The periodicals that we come across next are the bimonthlies
and the monthlies. Out of these two, the bimonthlies are like
the biweeklies and the monthlies are more popular like the
weeklies. The monthlies have their own special place, They
are mainly read for entertainment. Hence short stories, novels,
poems, recipes and cartoons are mainly published therein. They
are also profusely illustrated As these monthlies are supposed
to last for at least a month, they are bound properly, Because
of the keen competition, every editor of a monthly tries to
publish as interesting articles as possible in his magazine, so
as to boost its circulation. Alongwith other interesting articles,
noted above, the monthlies publish many articles on politics,
economy, education, hygiene, medicine, travel, history etc. which
are worth chewing. The monthlies have more literary value than
the dailies and other periodicals as they are compiled in that
fashion, As they have enough time to plan and execute the
plans, much is expected from the monthly magazines by the
readers, Hence unless 8 monthly gives something substantial to
the readers, it does not maintain its popularity, Some monthles,
which are digests, give lot of readable and interesting material
to their readers and hence some of them are very popular and
have a wide circulation. Some monthlies are published mainly
for ladies and they are dedicated to problems cropping up in the
lives of the womenfolk. Some other monthly magazines are
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published for the children. They publish stories and poems as
well as other articles, which will be liked and appreciated most
by children.

Bimonthlies, quarterlies, half yearlies and yearlies are other
periodicals that are published all over the world, As these
magazines are published at big intervals, it is obvious that they
do not attach much importance to news. Some of these magazines
are published on behall of certain castes or certain institutions
and hence we find some information relating to the people in
that caste or about the office-bearers or members of the institutions,
but as a rule, they do not attach much importance to world
pnews. Such periodicals, which are published after long intervals,
are meant for publishing articles on varied subjects like history,
philosophy, education, religion etc. Because of such articles,
these magazines are valued almost as much as books and bound
volumes of these magazines are preserved as buoks.

We have so far classified the periodicals according to their
time of publication, but it is also possible to classify them
subject-wise. Some periodicals are dedicated to listerature. Some
publish news about films and the actors and actresses. Some
magazines give only sports-news while some deal with industry
and farming, There are some magazines dedicated to religious
and spiritual subjects. The maguazines mentioned last are not
very popular and bence they do not have a wide circulation, 1hese
magazines are not worried about their get-up or their attractive
cover—page. The magazines dedicated to screenplays and cinema
films always publish the photo of an attractive actress on their
cover-page, The photographs of the actors and actresses and
the incidents in their ives form a great attration to the readers
of these mapgazines, They are often purchased by their readers
for the photographs published therein, Simularly the people, who
have flare for sports, read the magazines dedicated to sporis-news,
They are interested in various statistics and world records. All
such information is published 1n these magazines in a very attractive
manner. However if we look at the magazines dedicated to
religious, philosophical and spiritual matters, we will find that
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Jghey are not at all worried ahout their get-up, Their strength
,hes in theur matc,nal and in th: weighty artwlca that are published
therein. On going thruugh such magazines, we will naﬂrrn'ualhljlr find
,there in the photographs.of, placea of pilgrimage or famous lcmples
We might also come across the  photos of saints, sadhus and
.gurus._of .the past and present. Such magaz:ncs.are meant for
spreading devotion among the masses, Fven though this mﬁy be
.the object of such magazines, it does . not mean that they should
_Decessarily be away from atiractive get-up. It does not meap
that a religious man or a guru or ,a spiritual hsad should
.oecessatily be simple or look, ugly. The example. of Swami
Vivekanand should be rememhered in this case. Though he wa'_s
at a high spiritual level, still he never neglected his outward
_appenranqc. The safron-coloured clothes, that he used to wear,
.always. used to be neat and clean. The personality of Swami
Vivekanand, was quite attractive and in his neat and clean dress,
he used to look quite imposing. His outward appearance used
to add to. his personality, Thus we may say that such magazines,
which are dedicated to religious or spiritual matters may also
have good get-up if they want; but their get-up should not be
their only attraction. Those, who might have seen the old issues
of Shri Sai Leela magazine, will find that the printing and the
get-up of this magazine was quite simple from the begmnmg it
has no doubt changed for better from time to time; but Iunkmg
to its aims and objects, which are spreading devotion and Splrllual
well=being among the masses, the publishers did not feel proper
to attach too much importance to its get-up, They were always
‘worried about the material that was publlshed therein and frnm th::
'rcactmn of the readers of this magazine, it may be said that they

like and apprecmtc the articles l:hat are being published in this
magazm: However a better get-up, coupled with good matenai
is likely to be appreciated more by our readers. Gold is valuable
‘by itself, but if it gets fragrance, it will become an ndd:tmnal
‘attractmn. Thus it is hoped that the present improved gct-up d[
Shri Sai Leela will add fragrance to the good material that 55
being published in this magazine every munth B ﬂ'



Bhagwan Dattatreya’s Sixteen Avatars
By Shri S. N. Huddar

(Continued from Sep‘ember 1980 issue)

SEVENTH AVATAR, SIDDHARAJ

Shri Datta Guru appeared as a boy named Vishwambhar in
the Badri forest, where several siddhas were observing penance
of different sorts. Some had achieved Siddhis and were enjoying
many pleasures. Some believed in God, while some did not..
Vishwambhar sat in a corner in the assembly of the siddhas.
Seeing the lustrous boy, the siddhas asked him, *“Who are you?”

“Shri Datta.”” 1 am not discernible.

“Which is your abode?”
*| have no abode. No one is my master” .
““Which is your Yoga? What is the mode of your study?”

“Mine is Chitra Yoga and there is no special mode of
my study.”

PORRO

Q. “Which is your Mudra?”

R. “Mine is a compassionate Niranjani Mudra,”

Q. “What do you see in this mudra?”

R. *‘l see what is beyond meditation. My aim is that principle
which 1s beyond the threefold meditations, meditator and
the object of meditation,”

Q. ‘*Which is your path?”

R. “My path is that which gives realisation of the Shivatatva

(eternal principle).”

While this dialogue was going on, 11 Rudras, 12 Adityas
49 Rudraganas, Rishis, Munies, Sadhyadeo, Gandharva, Yaksha,
Kinnar etc. were passing through the sky, Their motion being
kindered, they all came down on the floor of Badrivan. All the
siddhas ,wondered to see this. Each siddha said that because of
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his penance, their motion was hindered and they came downp
on the earth.

Shri Datta, in the boy=form, said, *““Why do you struggle?
One, who can remove the hindrance of their motion and allow
them to go through the sky, will be the best siddha™,

All agreed to this and each one came forward and said one
after another “l have removed the obstacle in your movement.
You can go to your places’’. But none of them could move a bit,

Then Shri Datta said, “Oh you Rish-munies and others,
you may please go to your placss as the hindranze in your move-
ment hs s nce been removed’®. Hearing this, all those who had
descended, bowed to Shri Datta and flew away in the sky. Seeing
this, ail the siddhas realised that the boy Yogi was the Parmatma.
They therefore gave up their vanity and surrendered to him.

The boy Yogi, Shri Datta, said *“I am Siddharaj, Yogiraj,
[ am called ‘Hari’ being Kalagnishaman and remover of miseries,
While thinking about Atma and in order to attain me, one
should study mantras, | am Mantraraj, undestroyable and
Parabrahma. All the universe is under my control; but I am
controlled by mantras. All mantras, studied as per due procedure,
give siddhi (power of doing certain things) to sadhak™. Saying
this, he further told them some mantras and their procedure,
This is known as *Siddha Rajagam™. Shri Datta told rhis again,
about 500 years ago, to his great favourite devotee Dasopant of
Ambejogai (Maharashtra), who has preserved it In a writlen
seript. Tle publication of **Siddha Rajagam’ will be truly most
valuable and appieciable.

/' This Avatar took place on Magh Shuddha 15 on Magha
Nakshatra in the morning when it is the time of the cows.

EIGHTH AVATAR “DNYANSAGAR"

Bhagwan Shri Dattatreya once contemplated, *“These persons
have achieved Yoga siddhies etc. Still, until Kam, Krodh, Lobha
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etc, are not conquered by them, they would not have real peace
of mind and they will have no pleasure, Kam i, e, desire, 1s at the
root of all the miseries and everyone is struggling in his life to
get one's desires fulfilled, Krodh i, e. anger, follows desires. All
the world is engrossed in this struggle and is suffering from
threefold miseries viz. physical, metaphysical and mental. There-
fore all the people should be above the bondage of Kam, Krodh,
Lobba etc, then they will gain knowledge and attain my place”;

So Shri Datta appeared in the form of a Kumar known as
“Dnyansagar’’. This awatar appeared in air at the height of a
man, on Falgun Shuddha 10, Sunday, Punarvasu Nakshatra
at sunrise.

The siddhas tried to bring this Kumar on the gruund
but they could not do so. They therefore realised that he was
Parmatma and surrendered to him and began to praise him,

Shri Datta then said, “Kam begets anger, anger begets
delusion of intellect and untoward actions take place. ‘ Thosé,
who go afler siddhis, do not get my place and consequerntly they
do not get pleasure.

Therefore you should adore me, recite mantras and knnw
the eternal principle and lead a moral life. You cannot gain
me by intellect or logic, without longing for the fruit. So one
should win over Kam, Krodh etc. and continue my devolion,

The siddhas thereafter followed the path, shown by Shri
Datta and attained the bliss. This avatar took place in Badrivan
for the well-being of the siddhas, who were staying there.

NINETH AVATAR, VISHWAMBHARAVDHOOT

With a view to test the siddhas and see how far ti.ey have
progressed, Shii Datta assumed the dirty form of a mlenchha.
His face was robust. He bad black string round his neck, a
zigzag stick in his hand and a black dog followed him, He saw that
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some siddhas were meditating, while some were enjoying the
jokes and some others suffering from miseries.

This avatar appeare{fl on Chaitra shuddha Poornima, Tuesday,
- Chitra Nakshatra, in the second prahar. The siddhas asked him
Questions as before and he replied in the same style. Then
- realising Him to be Shri Datta, they surrendered to him and began
to praise him. Shri Datta then appeared before them in his
usual lovely form and advised them to give up doubts and
concentrate their minds on him.

TENTH AVATAR MAYAMUKTAVADHOOT

Shri Datta appeared on Vaishakh shuddha 14, mid-day, in
the form of a mendicant (bairagi) at the house of one pious
devotee, named Sheel. He was performing the anniversary rites
and brahmins were invited. He looked handsome and had golden
lustre. He had a pot in one hand for the alms and a stick in
dn the right hand. There was a wreath of rudraksh round his
neck. The brahmins, who were invited, got enraged to see the
bairagi. They asked him, “Who are you?”

The bairagi said, *l am undiscernible, all pervading Avadhoot.”
Hearing this, Sheel knew that he was Siddhraj Dnyansagar of
former times. To remove his doubt, he asked, *“‘What is your
‘abode (Ashraya) and who is your master?”’ The reply was, *I
have no abode and no master, 1 am the master of all the three
dokas.” Realising him to be his Sadguru, he prostrated before
him, seated him with due regard, duly worshipped him and offered
him good delicious food, Seeing this, the brahmins scolded
sheel, saying that he acted unpiously.

T he mendicant then asked the brahmins, *“What is Brahma®"?
The Brahmins said, *“Om is Parbrahma and it has assumed the
form of Vedas, You are unpious and irreligious and so you are
not eligibie even to hear Vedas' The mendicant said, *“I am
above maya and hence not bound by rules and regulations, Vedas
and their acts are of three qualities and this world is also three-
fold and it is with my in the form of a black dog. This dog is
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well-versed in Vedas and shastras, He will satisfy you."” Saying
s0, he asked the dog to say Vedas. Like a learned pandit the
dog began to chant the Vedas., The brahmins were simply uiunucq
to see this miracle, '

Shri Avadhoot calkd the forefathers of Sheel and in the
presence of all assimilated them in Himself, The vanity of the
brahmins was wiped off and they surrendered to Shri Datta, .
who advised them to have devotion for Him, This pleased them
all. They prayed to him to bestow on them the lasting well-
heing of their families. | |

FLEVENTH AVATAR MAYAYUKTAVADHOOT

This Avatar took place on Jeshth Shuddha 13, Friday, Swati
Nakshatra, at sunrise.

This Avatar appeared in a young meditating pose, having a
beautiful young woman on his left lJap. Knuwing them as Lakshmi.
Narayan, all narrated their family shortcomings but none showed
a lhiking for the spiritual matters, Shri Datta began to sing and
dance with the young woman, People thought that Shri Datta
was playing with Maya and they did not leave him  Shri Datta
then brought forward flesh, wine and similar ' unpious articles
and said, *1 am enjoying all these things, so | have no power
and ability to fulfil your desires’’. Hearing this, many peisons
forsook him and only few remained there. Shri Datta then told
them, *“Faith, devotion, meditation, practising rules of sham,
dam and by conquering the desires the human beings can get rid
of the family bondages."

Then Mayayuktavadhoot roamed in the region from the
south of Narmada to the Mahur hills.

The gods, harassed by Jambasur, Kartavirya-sahasrarjuna
and Parashuram met Shri Datta in this region, Shri atta
advised “Tripura Rahasya” to Parashuram® in order to get rid
of the eflects of his sins of wars aguinst the kshatriyas and to
attain the peace of mind, (tv be continued)

1



RIGHT . CONDUCT
Ref: Page 89 of *Shri Sai Satcharita’’ 8tk Edition

hlght cunduct . "Unless man Ieads a life of truth, penance
and mslght a ]t'e of ccllbacy_ he cannut get God realization”,
Truth penance. mslght and cellbacy have been pointed out for
qu reallzatmn

Truth ~ There is a stress on truth practically in all the
religions. Truth is a universal and enternal religion. Truth and
noh-violence were the two basic concepts of Mahatma Gandhi,
Truth makes a man, courageous.’ Truth is the foundation
of character, o

It is a virtue to speak .the truth, However it is not
essential to speak out the truth at all times in the presence of
all concerned. It is advocated that pleasant truth should be
spoken and the bitter truth, which is likely to harm others, may
not be spoken, Saints can read the past, present and the future
of a person, who comes to them, Having known the drawbacks
and the truth about the visitor, saints restrain themselves and do
not speak out the truth, which may disturb him or disturb u:thht::r-s.L

Thus there is a great signficance of speaking pleasant truth and
avoiding unpleasant truth.

ﬂ'ndrﬁr certain circumstances instead of speaking the truth,
wrong statements are also made, This is particularly in the
interest of others. Care is taken to see that one, who makes a
wrong statement, does not gain personally and no ‘harm is done
by him to others. Wrong statement is not given under compulsion
or fear. In consideration of a noble. cause, these lies are not
usually considered as sinful acts.

)

Telling a lie for personal gain is a sinful act, Yudhishthira,
the eldest Pandav was known as ‘Dharmaputra’ He was a
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truthful person; a man of exemplary right conduct. In the war
at Kurukshetra, his chariot originally ran four inches above the
ground; but no sooner he told a lie that *‘Ashwatthama’ died, the
chariot touched the ground. .

There are situations when speaking the truth calls for
courage and conviction because of grave consequences. Right
conduct demands that truth must be spoken at any cost.

In ancient times, a child was to be admitted to a school,
meant only for brahmins. It became difficult for the boy and his
mother to tell exactly the name of a person whose son he was.
At the peak of truthfulness, the child was admitted for education.

The truth, howsoever unpleasant it may be, if told with a
sense of repentence neutralises the sins. This is a provision for
coriection of misdeeds, commonly known as ‘Confession’ in
Christian rerigion, but equally applicable to all other human beings.

Speaking the truth over a long period creates a strange
phenomenon that whatever one says, comes out true,

Penance : Penance is a process of self purification. This is
adopted to control the senses of eating, seeing, hearing, smelling,
touching and thinking. Habit for keeping awake for long duration
is formed. Stamina to sustain hunger, heat and cold, ctc, is also
develcped, Will-power i. ¢. sense of determination, is _dev:luped
through penance, | ower of concentrationis also achieved by penance,

If a man suffers under compulsion of a situation, it is not
penance, He should be capable of enjoying comlorts; but he
should wilfully decide not be enjoy them, 1hat is the real spint
of penance, At times penance is also a self-inflicted punishment.
This may be undertaken either for avoiding a sin or as a
repentance for past wrong deeds, Penance may be considered
as u conduct of nfe under great disciphine, This is adopied to
control the senses and for achieving the right conduct of life,
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Intensive penance of hathyog is not advocated, because the
body is a vehicle to carry the soul to divine planes. It is not
necessary to subject the body to torture. However to Keep the
body and senses under discipline, it is useful to undertake certain
hardships. Faéting, Yogic exercises, etc, are helpful for this.

-

Our religious literature is full of stories of Rishis, attaining
their objective through penance. Many a time the penance has
ended in failure. God is very kind and gives one all that one
wants. However before setting out on penance, it is important
to decide the objective carefully. Penance for self purification,
development of love and grace of God may be considered as the
right attitude.

Insight = To attain insight one has to ignore the superficial
aspects of human lite. Through insight deeper meaning of life
is to be understood. Insight draws attention to the philosophy
of life, Who am 1? What is the aim of life? What am I to do?
Reading, writing and discussions are helpful for gaining knowledge.
True knowledge, when assimilated, produces vivek and vairagya
i. e. power of distinguishing and feeling of nonattaciiment.

Through insight, one learns that rituals are superfluous.
There should be no barriers of caste, creed, status etc. A man
with insight is careful of his actions, He is courageous to admit
his fault, Ego does not overtake him. He overcomes the strong
impulses of wrong thoughts, words and actions.

It is the insight that reveals an important fact that his own
happiness and satisfaction lie in serving others and not in
providing material comforts for himself.

When  bad currents are flowing, mind may not be turned
deliberately to other topics. It is better to concentrate on the
consequences of these bad thoughts. Thus the involvement will
be avoided,
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A true philosophy of life leading to love and service does
not necessarily call for high education and ability to argue,
oratory or pen-power. There are several instances of comparatively
less educated people, who have developed themselves far in the
spiritual field, The sense of possession, wealth, power, cadre,
calibre, status etc. are great impediments in spiritual life. Social,
economical and political adventures induce a person in the
exploitation of others. The pride and shrewdness are to be
replaced by simplicity. By remaining alert at all times, the gap
in preaching and practising is to be narrowed down,

Celibacy - Celibacy is the highest form of purity. This is
Brahmacharya by thought, word and action. A few persons are
able to maintain celibacy right from the chidhood. Bhishna,
Hanuman, Swamy Dayanand, Shri Ramkrishna Paramahan-.a,
Sadguru Sainath Maharaj and many other saints led a life of
celibacy right from their childhood,

There are others who lead normal married life. This is
Rajyog. When his children take over the household responsibility
he enters Vanprastha Ashram and leads a life of celibacy. The
system offers him longevity and active life,

Mahatma Gandhi advocated great importance to celibacy.
He pointed out that normally parting is considered to be a
painful event, However in the sexual act parting gives pleasure,
Therefore that something, which is so unique that even at the
time of parting it gives pleature, should not be parted in our
own interest. Yogic exercise, good food, good rest and various
other healthy habits are of little benefit if a man is not able to
lead a hfe of celibacy.

At the instance of Lord Krishna, Gopies visited the Ashram
of Maharshi Durvasa on the opposite bank of the Yamuna River.
After Abhishek, each Gopi offered prasad to the Rishi. The
Gopies stated that as per instructions of Lord Krishna, they told
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river Yamuna that if Lord Krishna was a Brahmachari, She
should give them the passage to cross and the passage was given
by the river. As per Lord Krishna's instructions, the Gopies
wanted the instructions from the rishi to cross the river Yamuna
for the return journey. The rishi advised them to address the
river that if the rishi is fasting, the river could permit them to
cross. Even after having eaten the prasad, the rishi continued
to remain in the state of fasting and hence the Gopies got the
passage on their return journey,

Raaslzela of Lord Krishna is not uuderstood by many
doubting Thomases, One saint did not permit his disciple to
read Raasleela. Once the disciple managed to read it, He
argued with the saint and wanted to imitate the style of Lord
Krishna, At night when the disciple was taking rest, the saint
put a heavy stone on his chest. The disciple could not bear the
load and cried out. The saint explained to him that Lord
Krishna supported the mountain on the little finger and you are
unable to bear this little load. How is it that without under-
standing the celibacy of Lord Krishna you are trying to imitate
t_'lim, for Raasleela?,

Celibacy is that rare quality, which enables a person to
have control on elements of nature such as wind, water, fire etc. ¥

S. R. Joshi
7 Archana, M. G. Road, Rajawadi, Ghatkopar, Bombay 400077



Experience of a Devotee

It was in the year 1939 when I was working as an Inspector
of Schools at Bhadrachalam, an interior agency town in then
kast Godavari District, my wife had developed hysteria and was
having a psychological feeling of some obstruction in her, throat.
She was therefore not taking even liquid diet, not to speak of
her daily meal. After some treatment at Bhadrachalam, [ tou]r.
her to Kuakinada for better medical aid where she was put Under
the treatment of a lady du*tnr and assistant D, M, O, I wa:
with her for about a month but no improvement was fDund
After the expiry of my leave | came to Bhadrachalam, Ieawng
her with her parents. As she was not takmg any thing for abnut
a month, she was reduced to a skciqtuu and was almost given up.

One day Shri Narasimha Swam:, one of the greatest disciples
of Shri Sai Baba, happened to wqt Kakinada and during the

‘course of his lectures, he explained how strong will power and
devotion to God can cure even incurable diseases. One of my

‘cousins, who happened to hear Swamiji's speech, approached him
and brought ‘him to our house at 9-00 p. m, .and showed my
wife to him. When Swamiji enquired about my wile’s .complaint
and the tieatment given, he was informed of all the dctails. Then
Swamiji asked her whom she generally prays every day te which
she replied she prays to Lord Shri Rama, Swamiji put a photo
of shri Sai Baba along with that of Shri Rama and after intensive
‘prayer and Aarti to Sai Baba, gave Bhuti to my wife and blesscd
'her that she will not have any trouble from the next day. All
‘this took piace 1n the presence of our relatives including ‘the lady
doctor, To our surprise, 'ahrly in the next morning my Wlfﬂ
~woke up and demanded some food, which she began earing ns
“usual and gradually recovered in a week’s time. Since then we
became devotees of Shri Sai Baba, | '

. Thus we are still ‘having the practical experience of our
{ Lord’s saying that “If you loqk at me, 1 shall look at you”, e

K. V. Rama Rao
" Retd. Educational Officer, Vishakapatpara ;3



Guru Poornima Celebrations

Guru Poornima was celebrated with serenity and devotion
at Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir on Sunday the 27th July 1980
under the auspices of Shri Sai Baba Bhaktha Samajam (Regd.),
Shenoy Nagar, Maudras, in, the immediate presence of the
Fonder=President of the Simiaj H._ H Swami Kesavaiahji, Moe
than 5000 devotees, Who ' came from different parts of the city
‘and other places Ilke Vuyyuru V]ayawada. Hyderabad Nalagonda,
Nizamabad, Cuddapah and Gudur participated in the celebrations,
"‘whlch commenced  with ' the chantmg of "Vedic hymns, Ganesh
'l"uuja. Lakshmmnrayam Prathistha in Kalasam, Shri Lakshmi
'Poo}a. Shn Sal Baba Arghana and \fushnusahasranama Parayana,

w.li - Thﬁ Guvernor of Tamll ;Nadu, Shrl Ptabhudas Patwari,
pmlded over -the celebrations.. Shri Balakrishna Piasad rendered
an invocation-sony, Earlier the. Governor was received by the
membe:s . of the Executive Committee of -the - Samajam .at the
entrance of  the Mandir to: the chanting of Vedic hymns hy
‘Pandits with Poorna Kumbam amidst Mangala- Vadyam. Swamiji
garlanded . the . Gavernor . on his .arrival and blessed him at §he
sanctum sanctorum,-

In the unavoidable absencc of the Chairman of the Snmaj:m,
Shri M. Uttam weddi, the ‘V:cc-chalrmdn Shri A, Chidambaram
‘welcomed the Governor and other distinguished guests and the
huge gathering of devotees. He also read out the Chairman's
spcech as follows, “We have assembled here today to pay
‘homage to the Guru of Guius, Vyasa, and Sadguru Shirdi Sai
Baba. Sadguru Sai Baba of Shirdi is the last link in the chain
of Gurus: He taught tnat it is not at all necessary to be educated
or learned to go to God. It is the purity of the heait that
“enables us to reach the goal. He is the Guru, who helps those
who come in contact with Him to transcend thz senses and
perceive God. >ai Baba was such a Sadguru Let ‘'us pay homage
to Him on this auspicious day".
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Shri Prabhudas Patwari, while releasing the Super-7 S/SLDE
22005 Sterio Record of Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Suprabhatham
composed in Sanskrit by the well-known author, Dr. Diwakarla
Venkatavadhani and sung by the famous play~back singer Shrimathi
S. Janaki, observed that he was happy to associate himself with
such a huge gathering of devotees and meet our great Guruji
H. H. Swami Kesavaiahji on this good day The Governor
euvologised the services of H, H. Swami Kesavaiahji, who has
been spreading the Sai cult and doing good and meritorious
service in the cause of God, for the past four decades. He also
said that Guru was God and that Shri Krishna and others sat at
the feet of their master and mastered different shastras. One
must-have a Guru to, guide and to recewve the blessings, which
alone can bring happiness, prosperity and pcace. The Governor
also observed that he felt there a difierent atmosphere-spiritual
and sacred rhan anywhere else, which he exper enced whenever he
stepped in this magnificient edifice of Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir.
He also said that Sanskrit was the sweetest language and he felt
the presence of Almighty when he listened to the Suprabhatham,
He congratulated the author of the Suprabhatham Dr. D. venkata-
vadhani and the singers Smt, S. Janaki and | ratad. The Governor
corcluded his inspiring address saying, *l pray and wish that
H. H. Swani Kesavaiahji should live for moie than hundred
years, not only for himself but for the sake of this socicty because
such sages are necessary for us to guide us to have a good lite,
with devotion to God”,

While relcasing the record, the first record was presented by
the Governor, to Shri V. L. Dutt, Chairman and Managing
Director, the K, C. P, Ltd., and a well-known Ingustrialist, who
was also instrumental to the coming up of a beauuful shrine for
Shirdi Sai Laba at Vuyyuru in Anchra Pradgesh, Later the
Governor was honoured by Swamji, on behalf of the Samajam,
with a Ponnadai. Smt. S, Janaki, Sri Prasad, ur. venkatavadhani,
Sri Kannan of Saraswathi Stores, (Gramophone Records Company)
were also suitably honoured by Swamuji, on behalfl of the Samajam,
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The author of the Suprabhatham, Dr D. Venkatavadhani
in his speech said that he was very fortunate for being called
upon by Swamiji to compose the Suprabhatham. He also said
that one should offer his bhakti to his Guru and one should
worship Guru on this auspicious day of Guru Poornima, He
said that his offering of this Suprabhatham, at the feet of the
Guru, on this sacred day has made his life and scholarship
meaningful. Earlier Dr. C. R. K. Sharma introduced the learned
author describing him as a dedicated teacher and a prolific writer.

H. H. Swami Kesavaiahji exhorted the audience to remember
the various characters in Ramayana, Swamiji sa:d that devotion
is there in the blood of every man and woman of India, as
observed by Swami Vivekananda, Swamiji also said that one
should have implicit faith in his Guru and God and chant the
sacred name of his favourite deity. One should be truthful, as
Truth is God. Swamiji also observed that children should be
devoted to their parents, elders and t1eachers. A real devotee
is superior to God. as he has full power in him. He also declared
that devotion was not intended for performing miracles, Swamiji
was happy that our popular Governor of I'amil Nadu has juined
us in our prayers today., Swamiji in his message for this auspicious
occasion said, “The Guru, who dispels the darkness of ignorance
and spreads knowledge is rightly viewed with reverence and
respect along with the mother and father. The Guru, the bestower
of true knowleage, is an embodiment of God and the blessings
of Guru provide comfort, Let us remember on this sacied day
the noble teachings of our Sadguru Shri Sai Baba',

Dr. C. R. K. Sharma, while proposing the vote of thanks,
appealed for liberal donations for the proposed construction of
a Kalyana Mandapam in the premises of Shri Shirdi Sai Baba
Mandir, which has already become an International Centre for
the radiation of the grace of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi,
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The celebrations came to an end with the distribution of
prasadam by Shri Swamiji, who aiso distributed consecrated
coins to all the devolees present. #

Raja Krishna Moorthy
Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir, Shenoy Nagar, Madras, 600030

I am a Sai devotee since December 1958; but 1 have had
the opportunity of visiting the holy shrine of Shirdi only thrice.
The more you think of Lord Sai, the more you want to visit
Shirdi. It is not for saving's sake; but it is really so. The
taste of pudding lies only in its eating,

In 1976 | visited Shirdi with my family and subsequently in
1978 and 1979, 1 was fortunate to have Loid Sai’s darshan, Now I
am wishing, rather praying to Lord dai tocall me in Oztober 1980.

| Since June 1978, Sai Baba jave me an urge to read a chapter
of Sai Satcharita daily. Only a chapter within 24 hours,
whatever time may suit me, there is no binding. In fact, reading
a chapter of Sai Saicharita daily is a source of eternal bliss.
I am enjoying lot of contentment and joy. In times of difficulties,
I do not have to open my mouth to Baba for anything as He
already knows and gives me whatever | deserve, Joy and sorrow
are ways of lhfe. Whenever | feel a little disturbed or 1 am in
mental agony, He comes 10 me at once in one form or the other,
At times His photograph comes to my vision and some times his
updesh comes to my mind,

In this materialistic world, Sai is only ‘Sahara’ and support
for me. In tact, Sai is all in all for me and his blessings are
always with me, w

Prem Kohli
Flat no 185, Block C 1l (a) Janakpuri, New Delhi 110058



BOOK REVIEW

“SAI BABA THE MASTER"”
By Acharya E. Bharadwaja, M. A,

Many Sai Leela readers have written to me to say that |
should review the above book written by Acharaya E. Bharadwaja
and published by Shirdi Sai Publications, Vidyanagar (A. P)
The year of publication of the book has nowhere been noied. In
their view, a production on Baba should be broadcast to all Sai
devotees through the pages of Sai Leela,

: I had heard about the book but not seen it. One or two
small reviews also were noted by me, How could I review a
book which | had not read? But this hurdle was soon removed
by two of Sai Leela readers presenting the book to me. One
hurdle thus removed, I wondered why Sai Leela readers should
choose me to review the book when there must be dozen other
Sai devotees, who have read the book and are competent to
review it. I did not think it proper to pursue this chain of
thought and decided to respect the correspondents’ sentiments
and hence this review.

[ have not met Acharya E, Bharadwaja nor have I had any
links with him. But as I lay down the book | am gripped by
the thought that Shri Acharya must be a very trusting soul,
engaged in actively spreading the spiritual tradition of India in
the region where he moves and has his being through his seif-
fashioned instrument viz, Shirdi Sai Cultural Mission, Dwarkamaij,
Vidyanagar, Nellore Dist. Andhra Pradesh. Nor do I know Shri
Acharya's age; but from his picture on the inside of the jacket
of his book, he seems to be quite young and in 1963 when he
first visited Shirdi, he must be quite a lad vet.

My first comment on the book is that the author has
Inbormu:ly worked for, and met many people in flesh and blood,
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to gdther and compile his facts, stories and anecdotes about Baba'
His book, therefore, comprises a wealth of information packcd
:tlghlly between covers. Nothing worthwhile knowing about Baba
has escaped his attention. The price of Rs. 15/- for a book
cortaining 393 pages is modest; ndy, amazingly low, when ore
.takes into account the ruling paper prices and printing cests. In
A sense, it is @ boon for Sai devotees to slake their 1hjrst about
,Baba at next-to-no cost.

My next comment is on the author hir‘nself.a Hc wsrted
Shirdi in compaay of his elder brother, 1963. As truthfully
narrated by him, he had a feeling of revulsion and diﬂgust at lhe
sight of Baba's Samadhi which contained his dead buucs .md
stinking flesh against the back—gruund of his photo. He sat in
‘the mandir for the minimum time he could ‘bear it and walked
‘away to quench his hunger. "The vefy next day when he Teturned
to the mandi= and had a good look at the photo and the Samadhl.
he was a changed man. He smelt fragrance and breathed in the
spiritual vibrations rediating’ from the >amadhi - and felt uplifted
and ennobled and spiritually transformed. That the first day’s
feeling of revulsion and nausea should melt. awayand the vesny
next day he should feel elevated can only be interpreted as Babafs
subtie way of woiking on a young, innocent and unspoiled mind,
‘not yet hardened by the rough ways of the world, Baba knew
bis clay and forthwith started moulding it on his potier's whékl
in the way Baba wantud it moulded. Tha_aulhnr"s subsequci.t
perigrinations to and around Shirdi and his long sla;s there and
his incessant meetings With the local people, who knew aitd
worked for and worshipped Baba, cun be best gescribed in Baba's
words.. “l bring my people to me like so many spariows lidd
to my string’”’. The author must be regarded as une such sparrow,
This brings to my mind the pioneering work of Swami B, V
Narasinhaswami who preceded the author,

The voluminous writing in Englisn of Shri B, V, Narashina.
swami based on his interviews between 1934-1938 with Shri Baba's
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then living devotees formed the apex of the literature which grew
around Baba, The present author has followed in his footsteps,
But I must record here that Acharya Bharadwaja's narration is
dull and even colourless. The arrangement of the topics and
sub-topics leaves much to be desired.

Why has the author chosen to write his book in English?
Presumably, he desires to reach a wider and educated reading
puplic than he would reach in mother tongue. Perphas he also
intended to reach readers outside India. This purpose does not
scem to have been well served, Proof-reading of the book has
been slovenly; otherwise how would there have crept into the
book spelling and other printing mistakes on a scale somewhat
disgusting, The author himself plays'fasts and loose with the use of
the tenses™ In the same paragraph, the author has used both
the past and present tenses in his narration. This has marred
the effect of his narration,

At page 233, instead of *“20th Century” *2lst Century”
4has been printed. The proverbial prolixity of a professor peeps
400 often and leaves a jarring effect on the reader’s mind, To
my mind, the production looks like a loo.e-jointed and loose
dimbed person with an ungainly appearance.

The book lacks the lucidity and selective expertise and bold
interpretation of Arthur Osborne, the author of *The Incredible
Sai Baba of Shirdi,"” which bewitches the reader into reading the
whole book before leaving it aside. The mass of information
packed into the present volume, i8 too heavygoing for a modern,
busy man with the load of his problems. Some selective and
re-arrangement of the topics would have been to the liking of a
modern man who has to race for time,

Our eughoria for so-called miracles has be to tempered. In
the first place, they are not a sine qua non of sainthood. Besides,
it has been our experience that no two persons are seen to state
identical facts exactly to bring out the essence of the miracles.
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Last year, many Marathi periodicals and journals had, brought
out special editions on Sai Baba recording individual interviews
and no two interviews based on the same set of facts tallied.
The effect is confusion in the reader’s mind and some disbelief, Facts
strike the viewer differently according to his faculty of peic:ption,
Often times, one’s fondness and adoration for his special holy
man dims his vision and makes him believe in anything said or
written about his idol. One must always exeicise keen perspicacity
in marshalling out facts and evaluating their effect Of course,
baba's . personality was par excellent and the spirit which he
embodied in himself was all pervasive to be missed even by the
blind and unseeing. But any wniter on Babha should exercise
restraint and not allow his fancy to get the better of him.

I will illustrate my point here by picking out one instance
or anecdote about Baba, recorded by the author at page 36 as
parrated to him by Madhaviao Deshpande. The author has
recorded that Baba used to talk in diflerent languages in Lhe
Masjid including English, Hindi etc. which were overheard by
Madhavrao. Is it phisically possible for any person, including
a saint, to converse or speak n a language which is not his
mother-tongue or which he has not learnt or been taught? It is
an accepted fact that real saints can read anybody’s thoughts as
they are omniscient, They may even sce events happen.ng far
away from them or foretell coming events. But even for a samnt
to be able to speuk In a language not learnt by him is an
impossibility as- the spint indwelling in him s inhibited by the
gro:s trappings of his flesh and bones. " He can only express s
thoughts through the medium of his mother tongue or the language
learnt by him, Perhaps a speech-therapist, or a psychologist or
a philologist would be able to throw light on the not infrequent
lllegﬁtiun that saints can or may talk in any language. | have
heard it said about many saints that they speak in diflerent
languages including those not learnt by them, 7This 1s nuthing
but deification. In the Sai Satcharit no such loose and irresponsible
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statement has been made by Shri Dabholkar, who was nearesi to
Baba. For instance, when an Anglo-Indian visitor was debarred
by Baba from climbing up the steps of the Masjid to kiss Baba's
‘hands, Dabholkar has not mentioned that the order was issued
‘in English. Nor do | remember to have read anywhere that
Baba brushed aside Mr. Curtis, the Revenue Commissioner and
‘his barren wife, by conversing with them in the English language.
The present author’s record that Baba could speak in English is
an indiscretion. to my mind. He should have safely ignored it.

Appendix | - “A Previous life of Sai Baba™ at page 374,
even though sought to be supported by a quotation from A, L,
Shrivastava's book ‘The Moghul Empire’ is too large a mouthful
‘to be easily gulped by a modern thinking man, much less chewed
and absorbed and digested.

Chapter 2 entitled = “*A Mystic or a Man” is a misnomer,
There in no contradiction in a mystic being a man, Otherwise,
how will a mystic appear on the world horizon? He must either
be & man or a sufer-man. He cannot but Lave a physical frame
through which to display his mystic qualities. Gandharvas are onily
‘spoken of or read about but not seen by the physical senses,
Even Lord Krishna had to be born as a human being to perform
his Leelas and even his body had ultimately to disintegrate and
dissolve into the five gross elements or FRFIAT'S. '

In a book on Baba, one wishes the author had avoided
printing the experiences mentioned in Chapter XXII. They are
scif-laudatory and come with ill-grace in such a book.

~ One last comment should close this review. The spellings
of proper names scatiered throught the book should have been
‘standardised. Some day, some one should attempt to standardise
these spellings to avoid confusion of names and persons who had
been nurtured by Baba as his entourage. e

R. S. Gavenkar
Sadhna, 18th Road, Khar,” Bombay 400052



Shri Sai Baba Came to My Rescue

I am an employee (Manager) of a rice mill located at a
distance of 4 Kilometres from my native place. 1 was on leave
for two months from 28-7.80. During the leave period the
proprietor of the mill called me to the mill on 9-8-80 for consulta-
tion in connection with the preparation of a return, which was
to be submitied to higher authorities. At about 11-00 a, m. [
went to the mill; but | could not meet- my boss as he w=as
engaged in paddy plantation, By that time at the mill premises,
1 was forced to go to the W. C. for passing a motion. Then I
wore one diamond guid ring and Baba's ring on my lelt hand
fingers and hence they were removed and put in the pocket of
my banian. After passing the stool, i came 1o the well at the
mill, wasled my fect and |ands and put my hand in the pockct
of my banian to have my nrings, To my astomshment, 1 could
find only the Baba's ring, but not the diamond ring, 1 theiefore
thought that 1 must have lost it on the way, while I was putting
it 1n my pocket,

Along with the staff members of the mill, | had a thorough
search for the said ring on the way to the W, C. but | could

not find the same.

The ring is my hereditary piroferty. Including the value of
the diamond. the value of the ring is estimated at Rs 800/-.
"Though ‘I was not shocked, there was a painful feeling in my
mind, Immediately on the spot, | prayed to Bhagvan baba to
come to my rescue. Inspite of that, we failed to find the ring
on that day. On that night, 1 sat before Baba and blamed Him
thus, “Why should 1 pray to you? What about your 11
commandments (sayings)? Are they false? Why do you give
punishment to Yyour ardent devotees” - 2an’: do your puja and
bow to you’. Such were the g mpcg of my mind on that
night. Really speaking, 1 had =, »“Oper sleep on that night.
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On the very next day, when [ attended to morning puja, |
repented very much for blaming Baba and consoled myself for
losing the diamond ring due to my past Karma. After that |
felt no further uneasiness.

Again on 17-8-80, when I had been to the mill to meet
my boss, the news that the ring was seen on the finger of a
cowherd boy of the nearby willage was communicated to me,
That boy wore the ring and showed it to several people, who by
the illusion of Baba, told him that it was a ring of worthless
nature, being made up with the metal of the 20 paise coin. That
is why he was freely wandering, wearing it and showing it to others.

I sent word to the concerned village munsif and cowherd
boy through a mediator. Both came and the cowherd boy
voluntarily handed over the ring to me in the presence of all
the mill staff and the village munsif. The village munsif advised
me to give Rs, 10/- to the cowherd boy and Rs, 3/- to the
mediator and accordingly I gave the money.

Thus Bhagvan Sai Baba came to my rescue. At my house,
I fell at the feet of Baba (ldol) and prayed Him to forgive
me for blaming Him. One thing is correct. My faith towards
Baba grew greater and greater without any adulteration in it. 3

Vysyaraju Bhima Raju
Manager, Sri Ramakrishoa Rice Mill, Pallapadu, (P, O.) Idulavalasa,
(Via) Narasannapeta-532 421, Srikakulam Dist, (A. P ).

&



SAINT GADGEMAHARA]

By Dr. S. D. Parchure M, A., Ph. D.

( Continued from September 1980 issue)

After a few linguistic states were formed in India, the
reople speaking the Marathi language also started making demand
for a separate Maharashtra state. The Centre however was nof
in a mood to yield to the demand and hence 2 mass movement
was started for pressing the demand. Meetings, demonstrations,
satyagraha etc, were being staged at various places, in order to
voice forth the public opinion, Shri Maharaj did not get involved
in this political issue. He continued his keertani as usual at
various places without hindrance. ;

Whenever Shri Gadgemaharaj ussd to visit Bombay, his
keertans used to be arranged somewhere in the city. It was the
long standing practice of Shri Mahuraj to sweep the site of the
keertan during the daytime. Once a keertan was arranged in the
Shivaji Park areca at Dadar and the leaders of the Sanyukta
Maharashtra movement thought of taking advantage of the
occasion in order to preach for furtherence of the cause of
Sanyukta Maharashtra. Acharya Atre, Senapati Bapat and many
other leaders were very intimate with Shri Maharaj. Senapati
Bapat had a flare for sweeping and cleaning public places. Like
Shri Gadgemabharaj, he also carried out several compaigns for
cleaning public places. So when Shri Maharaj was cleaning the
site of the heertan, Senapati Bapat took a broom and joined him
in the sweeping operation.

When the sweeping was proceeding in this manner, Acharya
Atre came there alongwith many other leaders. On secing them,
Shri Maharaj folded his hands and said, **Sir, what is your order?”
All the people then sat down and Acharaya Atre said, **Mahar:j,
all these people have come to you with a request’. Shri Mabaraj



30 SHRI SAlI LEELA OCTOBER-1880

said, *T will be glad to comply with their request if it is possible
for me to do".

Acharya Atre then said, “*You know that at present a great
movement is going on in the whole of Muharashtra for the
formation of a separate Maharashtra state, You are having a
command over the masses and influence over the Government
Officials. You are a leader with a great following and you possess
a good knack of preaching. Hence we have to request you to join
bands with us in this movement."

_ | Shn Maharaj replied, *Tonight there is a2 keertan programme
here. Then why don’t you all come over here at that time and
arrange a meeting?"’

The keertan of Shri Maharaj was a great attraction for the
public. Hence thousands of people had gathered at the place
for the keertan, As decided in the morning, Acharya Atre and
other leaders came to the site and many leaders <poke on the
necessity of forming a separate Maharachtra state for the unity
and uplift of the people speaking the Marathi language. In the
end Shri Maharaj was requested to guide the people. He there-
fore stood up and said, *Well, Do all the people here feel that
this @eparate- Maharashtra state is quite essential and must be
furhga very soon?” All the people, who had gathered for the
keertan, replied in one loud voice, *Yes"

“Then do one thing’® Shri Maharaj said further, *Select one
'day and decide to come out of your houses on that day and
squat on ‘the road. Take care to see that no one remains at
‘home.: All of you including the women and children must come
and sit on the road. All work should be stopped on that day.
Do not do anything else, simply gather together and sit on the
roads, Are you all ready for doing this?"”

' Shri Mah:1aj waited for a while and continued, ‘‘All the
ipolitical parties should forget their differences and take part’in
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the Satyagraha. The farmer, the labourer, the pleader, the doctor,
the teacher all must join the movement. No one should remain
behind. If you do this, then the Government will ask you, ‘What
do you want?" Then you give a reply, ‘We want a separate
Maharashtra state’. If you do that, be sure that your goal is
not for away., If after doing this, your goal is not fulfilled then
you can blame me."

In order to mark the effect of his speech, Shri Maharaj
waited for a while and said, *But this will not happen, Some
people will come out, Some will remain behind. Some will say,
‘You go ahead and fight, we shall prepare the food for you.’
You all think twice and tell me whether this will happen or
not?” The question put by Shri Maharaj was so appropriate
that nobody had a reply for that. This incident shows Lhe
willingness of Shri Maharaj to move alongwith the masses and
his perfect knowledge of mass psychology.

In the session of the Indian National Congress at Faizpur,
Shri Gadgemaharaj had gone with his team for doing the sweeping
work. Throughout the days of the session, he did the work
diligently and got the applause from the orgamzers. Shri,
Gadgemaharaj thus came to be known in the congress circle as a
selfless worker,

In 1950 the session of the Indian National Congress was
held at Nasik. Before the session started, a number of Il:m:iat!rrs‘1
came to Nasik. T wo prominent Congress leaders of the Maharashtra
Pradesh Congress Committee, M/s Shankarrao Dev and Bhausaheb'
Hire, went to meet Shri Maharaj in the Gadgemaharaj dharmashala’
at Nasik. They were much impressed by the cleanliness and’
proper upkeep of the dnarmashala, which is ordinarily not to'
be found in such public insututions. They therefore 1!:*1:1:!r«e:'s:rj.q:'.':l1
their wish to show this dharmashala to Pandit Ja\rahnrial Nehru
and informed Shri Maharaj that thcy would take the uppmntment
of Panditji and fix up the time of his visit to the dHarmashala,’
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On knowing their intension, Shri Maharaj said, *I appreciate
your good intension; but I do not think that you should give
trouble to a great persohality like Panditji to come over here
just to see this dharmashala. The time of Panditji is very valuable.
He has to consider the problems of the whole nation, Do not
waste his time in paving a visit to this dharmashala. After all .
what special thing have | achieved in putting up this building?
If a stone is piled over another stone, a wall comes up and a
building gets ready. It is good that you spoke to me about your
intension before taking the appointment of Panditji otherwise his
valuable lime would have been wasted.”

After waiting for a minute, Shri Maharaj spoke further,
“You do me one favour, You all political leaders may thi'k
about policies and well-being of the country. [ will be satisfied
with my job of sweeping and cleaning the site of the Congress
session, [ will therefore do that work with great pleasure. We
will automatically get the darshan of all our great national leaders™,

After this request, M/s, Dev and Hire had no other go but
to give up their plan of bringing Panditji for paying a visit to
the dharmashala. As per the wish of Shri Gadgemaharaj, he
was given full charge of maintaining the cleanliness in the
environments of the congress session and cleaning the w. o. s.
erected there. Every morning and evening all the colleagues of
Shri Maharaj, alongwith him, used to sweep clean all the open
spaces in the campus of the session. All were much impressed
by this selfless work of Shri Maharaj and during the session, he
was specially requested to perform one keertan, which he did
with his usual fluency and sincerity. The humility of Shri Maharaj
is no doubt seen in his above talk, but the way in which he
used to value the work of the political leaders, can also be
known from this incident, |

* * *

After attending the fair at Rinamochan in 1950, Shri

Maharaj went to Prayag to see the Kumbhamela. Shri Maharaj
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had taken his van and hence he had fifteen people with him,
Shri Maharaj parked his van on the bank of the river Ganga
and told his colleagues to have bath in the river. He also told
them that in the meanwhile he would arrange for their lunch. '

Alongwith one person, Shri Maharaj started and waited in
a queue before a shop for purchasing food-stuffs, The queue
was very long and Shri Maharaj was moving in the queue very
slowly. Shri Vitthalji Madhavji, a wealthy merchant from Bombay,
had also gone to the Kumbhamela. He happened to see Shri
Maharaj in the queue. He hurriedly went to Shri Maharaj and
taking his darshan asked why he was waiting in the queue, Shri
Maharaj replied, **We are fifteen people. | have to arrange for their
lunch and hence | propose to purchase something. fiom this shop.”

Shri Vitthalji requested Shri Maharaj to come to_his place,
‘where all arrangements would be made for the lunch of all the
people, Shri Vitthalji then told all the people that S[’ll‘.‘l Maha[a]
was @ great saint from South India and immediately all pe'uplr.
hurried for his darshan,

‘As per request of the Shetji, Shri Gndgemaharaj went. 'to
his residence. After all the people had the lunch, Shri Mahafaj
started singing the usual bhajan as follows:

AgET agrer | FfEIA e |

This style of the bhajan was new tc the people in northern
India and they all were much impressed by it. Shri Mahaiaj
very soon started swioeping the maidan of the fair, On the one
band that bhajan was being sung and on the other the sweeping
was progressing at a brisk speed. This selfiess way of work,
was not known to the people nf noith India and. hence: they
started watching it with interest, In a short’ ‘time the whnle
bank of the river Ganga was cleaned by Shri Msharajand his tfqm

On ‘that night, Shri Maharaj performed keertan: at the
residence of Shri Prabhudatla Brakmachari and thal ‘aldo l:reaied
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a very good impression on the audience, On the next day, a
meeting of the All India Sadhusamaj was arranged there. Shri
Sant Tukdoji Maharaj was the president of the meeting. The
representatives of the Sadhusamaj, all over India, had come for
the meeting and they all occupied the platform, Shri Mabharaj
also was requested to come over there; but he declined to go
and sit on the platform. He sat in the audience and watched
the proceedings of the meeting from there. The subject matter
for discussion was the saving of the cow and protecting her,
All were giving lofty talks and were trying to impress about
the greatness of the cow. After some time Shri Maharaj was
also requested by Shri Prabhudattaji to speak on the subject So
he went near the platform and spoke in Hindi as follows, “lam
glad that | am getting here the company of all the chief persons
in charge of different centres of the Sadhusamaj. We have heard
fhere lofty talks about the greatness of the cow and | am sure
all of you must have been convinced about the greatness of the
cow, whom we call our mother; but | have to request you all
to first start rearing cows and looking after them. I would
request you to build cowsheds for them, and seive them, Like
Lord Krishna we all may rear the cows and arrange for their
fodder and drinking water. This, in my opinion, would be the
real service to the cow, Mere talks about the greatness of the
cow are of no use if the cow is not taken care of as suggested
by me. Then I would go round the whole of our country and
gwve in your charge all the cows, saved from the clutches of the
- butcher’s knife. If we do this, then only the cow will be saved
from destruction.” :

Shri Prabhudattaji thought that all must have been impressed
‘by this speech of Shri Maharaj and all must have thought of
agreeing to this pracilical approach for solving the problem of
facing the cow slaughter. He therefore started registering the
oames of persons, who would like to agree to the proposal
made by Shri Maharaj., When Shri Prabhudattaji started doing
Ahis, the Munies started leaving Lhe meeting one after the other.
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Shri Maharaj, who always used to deliver his keertan in Marathi,
knew the changes in the situation and according to the require-
ment of the audience, he spoke in Hindi in this meeting. This
shows his power of adaptability and his straightforwardness,
This also shows how most people are only tall-talkers and they
value practical work very little. Only few people like Shri
Maharaj are there who do more of practical work and talk less,

(to be continued)

A Visit to Shirdi Sai

On 6th May 1978, | was transferred from Simla (Capital
of Himachal Pradesh) to my home place i, e. Mandi town proper.
Till then 1 knew little about this great saint. My elder brother,
Shri B. C, Vaidya, who is a Headmaster, is an ardent devoree
of Shri Baba and he used to chant every time the name of ‘Om
Sai Ram’, *Om Sai Nath’, ‘My Lord’ and *My Babaji’ etc. etc.
He told me about Him. | felt very much desirous to know
more and more about Him; but my desire could not be fulfilled.

Last year in the first week of January 1979, my brother
was planning to have a visit to Shirdi and from there upto Kanya
Kumari, alongwith his family. 1 just told him that | also want
to go and have a darshan of the holy saint; but 1 don’t know
whether I will be granted leave from my office. He reciprocated
that it is upto ‘Sai’ whether He will permit you to come.
Actually 1 did not want to miss the opportunity and thus | was
very much anxious to accompany them, alongwith my wife. On
4-1-79, | entered my Officer’s room and submitted my application
for availing L. T. C. He did'ut say anything and | returned back
with a little fear whether 1 will be allowed leave or not because
we were supposed to move on 7-1.79 evening. Sige by side I
was trying to get completed other formalities. Again on 5-1-79,
1 met my Officer and requested him that 1 want to go alongwith
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my brother's family to Shirdi and further upto Kanya Kumarj
for availing L. T. C, Lo, what a wonder? He again did'nt say
anything except some official urgent work, to bs completed before
going, which I had already completed beforehand. In my heart
of heart | bowed to Shirdi Sai Baba for His first shower of
grace on me, | personally felt that it is all due to Shri Baba’s
kindness, **A devotee gets His holy dar.shan at His will’*, Everybody
does not have His holy darshan,

We reached Shirdi and stayed in Bhakta Niwas for 3 days
from 14.1-79 to 16-1.79 as we were eight members in all. It
was the second visit of my brother to Shirdi. Therefore he
acquainted us well to all the important places of Shri Baba like
(1) Khandoba’s shrine (Where Baba was first named as *‘SAI"
by Mhalasapti), (2) Lendibaug (Where Baba practised Yoga),
(3) Baba's Well (Whose water was teerth for Bhaktas. Now it is
totally emptly and out of use since long,) (4) Chavadi (A quiet
place where Baba met the populace) and {(5) Dwarkamai (Where
Sai Baba dwelt), We enjoyed there a lot and attended every
day’s programmes of Shirdi Sansthan with full devotion exactly
from 5 a. m. to 10 p. m, daily. When | entered in His Darbar,
(Samadhi Mandir where He remains, may be not in flesh). 1 saw
the imposing white marble murti of Shirdi Sai Baba with a cloth
wrapyed on his head. | bowed to Him in reverence. | wept In
my heart when | locked upon Him. [ think this is all due to
my sins. What a marvellous idol is that? In a moment | thought
that I was talking in flesh with Shri Baba, | said to Him, “Baba
I have committed many sins and | never rendered any seivice
to You. Kindly overlook my sins if you are kind enough to' me.
So long as there is life in me I shall surrender to You whole
heartedly. In future, in what way/position you may keep me, |
shall be happy. Oh My Lord, be graceful to us. Further 1 submit
‘to you that 1 have married since 3 years; but we have so far
no issue, Please fulfill our desire,” On the same night |
saw a dream that “A Sadhu, having gooud black beard and long
hair, taking a basket upon his head, appeared from the water,
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m————

offered me that basket and disappeared. I never told about this
to anybody in my family. After a year, on 27.3-1980 (Thursday)
evening, Shri Baba has fulfilled His promise. My wife gave birth
to a beautiful baby. 1 undoubtedly fcel that it is all Shri Baba’s
invisible kindness, On the last day, we took permission from
Him and started our journey ahead. Whole of our journey
was quite comfortable.

One more kindness of ‘Sai Baba’ | want to pen down. When
we were at Mysore, one day at about 10 or 11 a. m,, we al)
were going to see the famous art gallery of Maharaj Jagmohan,
We were just chatting that it is an extra burden if one wants
to see good places, he is supposed to buy the tickets before going
to see. In the meantime we reached near the gate and I put my
hand in my back pocket to draw money from the purse. All of
a sudden an Englishman and an Indian boy called us and came
to me. He handed over to me 8 tickets by saying, *We have
seen this and you take these tickets and may see the Art Gallery."
[ requerted him to please take the mnﬁey; but he nodded his
head and went away. |Is it not strange? We were hesitating (0
buy the tickets first and on the other side holy Baba Sai provided
us exactly the eight tickets. It means that the young Indian boy
to my great surprise appeared befoie us as a stranger, We felf
the presence of Sai throughout the period.

We, the members of the party, were. quite contented with
this visit and further wish that we may chensh such visits every
year to Shri Sai Baba. b

_D. N. Vaidya
House No. 49/9, Bangla Mohalla, Mandi 175001 (H. P.)



TASTE THE NAME OF ViSHNU

O taste and -see the Name is sweet,—
The Name of Vishnu,—the Beloved !
The sweetness of honey is naught

As compared to its sweetness !

And you can have of it,

As much as you will,

Without spending a single pie !

O taste and see the Name is sweet,—
The Name of Vishnu,—the Beloved !

— sant Nurandardas

-
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“zx MISSION DIVINE!’

(Price Rs. 45/~ Postage Rs. 4/-)

This long awaited wonderful English novel on SAl
BABA’s life is being published on 19th October, 1980-
‘Dassera Day'-Baba’'s 62nd MAHANIRWAN Anniversary!

A number of letters asking us to send their copies

by V. P. P. have been received. Flease note we will
- send copies only against’ money orders or cash payments

made here.

Book now and look out for this precious collection in

"' your I'ibrary, Fest assured this is the best book on

SAI BABA!| Hurry up - because copies are limited !

PRASHANTI PRAKASHAN

5, Vasant Apartments Plot 47, Kastur Park,
~Shimpoli Road, Borivali (W.), Bombay 400092
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Punyatithi Festival at Shirdi

The programme of the above festival has been chalked
out as under.

5.15 a, m.

18-10-80 (Saturday)

Kakad Arri

6.00 a. m. , Prccession of

6.30 a. m.

6.30’a. m.

515 a. m.
6.00 a. m.
630 a. m.

8.00 a. m.

8.00 a. m.

Shri Sai Baba's
Fhoto & Pothi
from Samadhi
Mandir to
Dwarakamai
Stariing of Para-
yan of Shri Sai
Satcharita

Holy Bath of Shri
Sai Baba and
Devotional music

8.00 a. m. Collective Abhi-
shek (Limited)

8.00 a. m., Public Auction of
Shri Sai Baba's
clothes by way
.of Prasad

12.00 Noon Mid-day Arti &
Prasad

4.00 p. m, Kirtan

6.00 p. m. Dhuparti

7.30 p. m. Piogrammes by
Artists

9.15 p. m. Palkhi Procession

11.00 p. m. Shejarti

19-10 80 (Sunday) Vijayadashmi

Kakad Arti
Procession of
Shri Sai Baba’'s
Photo & Pothi
from'Dwarakamai
toSamadhiMandir
Holy bath of Shri
Sai Baba &
Devotional Music
Collective Abhij-
shek (Limited)
Public Auction of
Shri Sai Baba's
clothes by way
of Prasad

9.00 a. m. Bhiksha Zoli
. Piocession

10.30 a. m. Punyatithi iKirtan

12.00 Noon Mid-day Arti &
Prasad

1.00 p. m. Aradhana Vidhi

5.00 p. m. Seemollanghan
Programme

6.00 p. m. Dhuparti

9.15 p. m. Raih (Chariot)
Procession

11.00 p. m. Programmes by
Artists

Mandir will remain open for the whole night for Darshan.
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6.00 a. m.

7.30 a. m.
8.00 a. m,

8.00 a. m,

$.15 a. m.
6.00 a. m.,

8.00 a. m.

8.00 a. m.

20-10-80 (Monday)

Holy bath of Shri |
Sai Baba &
Devotional Music
Rudrabhishek in
Gurusthan
Collective Abhi-
shek (Limited)
Public Auction of

Shri Saj Baba's

12.00 Noon

4.00 p. m.
6.00 p. m.
8.30 p. m.
10.00 p. m.

21-10-80 (Tuesday)

Kakad Artij

Holy bath of Shri
Sai Baba &
Devotional Music
Collective Abhi-
shek (Limited)
Public auction of
Shkri Sai Baba's
clothes by way
of Prasad

10.30 a. m.

12.00 Noon

4.00 p.
6.00 p.
7.30 p.

10.00 p. m.

clothes by way
of Prasad

Mid-day Arti
and Prasad

Pravachan
Dhuparti
Ekadashi Kirtan
Shejarti

Kala Kirtan and
Dahinandi

Mid-day Arti &
Prasad

Pravachan
Dhuparati

Programme by
Artists

Shejarti

The programme is subject to change according to convenience.

K. H.

KAK<E

Court Recceiver,
Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, Shirdi

@

&



AUGUST 1980

Because the holy month of
Shrawan coincided with this
month, there was a good rush
of devotees during this month,
The number of Satyanarayan
poojas also was much more

than wusual. The lollowing
St——“ED' ' artists gave their programmes

i the Samasdni Mandir during
the month -

Keertan :— Sansthan »dinger Kavyateertha Skri G. V,
Joshishastri, performed keertans on kkadasht days and other
important religious days.

Pravachan :- Suri Baburao R, Gulkhedkar, from Usmanabad
and Shri Laxmanbuwa Wakchoure, from Shirdi delivercd pravachans
on some religious topics.

Vocal Music, instrumental music, bhajan etc -
The following artists gave their various programmes during
the month =

I Shti Gurudeo Bhajini Mandal, Amarawati 2, Shri Ramchandra
N Kulkarni, Sangli 3. Shirdi Mabila Manoal, Shirdi 4. Shri
Balasaheb M. Kajadhyaksha, Ratpagini 5. Suri vattu Shankar
Dhumare, Khedaljunga 6. shri Dattatraya 1+ Kasne, Pune /. Sou.
Sulabha R. Joshi, Bombay 8. Miss Lalita R Joshi, Bombay
9. Sou. Hira L, Javaikar, Pune 10, Shri Govind T. Vidhate, Pune
I, Suri 8. Shamsunder. Secunderabad 12 Shri Balkrishna D.
Bidwe, Pune 13. Shri K. Vijaykumar, Hydeiabad 14. Shri Rajan
Y. Wagal, Bombay 15 Shri Pramod Vinayak Talpade, Thane
16. Shri Arun A. Khadkeekar, Hyderabad 17. Shri Dattaguru
Bhajan Mandal, Bombay 18. Shri Narayan Mohanani and party.
Ulhasnagar .9, Shri Bholanath R, Samel, Bombay 20, Shri Bhakti
Sangam, Bombay 21. Shri K. T Tiku 22. Smt. Shama Tiku,
Bombay. 23, Miss Krishna Pandit, Bombay 24, Shri Shiwajirao
Karlekar, Nasik 25. Shri Jadoogar Prince, Kolapevadi 26. Shri
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Yeshwant P, Ranade, Kopargaon 27, Miss Maniri B, Karve, Pune
28. Shri Bapurao Mane, Pune 29, Shri Suresh S. Kulkarni, Dhulia,

Independence day celebration :-

On the I5th of this month, the flag was hoisted near the pinna-
¢le of the Samadhi Mandir at th:aaspicious hands of the Court
Receiver, Shri Kakresaheb The staff of the Shirdi Sansthan,
Homeguards. honourable guests, prominest people from the Shirdi
village, the teachers and students of the Sainuth High School and
the Band troupe of the Sainath High School took partin the function
arranczed on this occasion for celebrating the independence day.
Tea was served to all, who were present for the function and
sweets were distributed to the children.

Opening Ceremony of Saiprasad

On 25-8.1980 the opening ceremony of *Saiprasad" took
place at 10 a, m, when Shri N, K. Parekh, High Court Judge,
the Chief guest, declared open the newly constructed kitchen and
dining hall. Aft er the name of Shri K, S, Pathak, ex—Court Receiver,
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was proposed and duly seconded for the presidentship, he took
the chair. The prayer and welcome song were sung by the girl
students of the Sainath High School. In his speech on the
occasion the Court Receiver, welcomed all the people and said,
“In order to provide suitable accommodation to the devotees,
visiting Shirdi, the Sansthan is constructing more and more
buildings; but the rush of devotees is increasing at such a speed
that even with the new addition, the accommodation always
falls short.”” After this, while tracing the history of the arrange-
ments for serving the prasad to the devotees, at Shirdi, Shri K.
H. Kakre said, “In the beginning there used to be a very few
pcople, who used to have lunch at Shirdi, Hence this arrangement
was being made in just one room; but when the rush of the
devotees coming to Shridi became quite noticable, one ardent
Sai devotee, Shri Hari Sitaram Dixit, purchased the piece of
land opposite Gurusthan in 19,0 and after erecting a stiucture
thereon, handed it over to the Sansthan for use. This building is
known as Dixit Wada and it was being used for cooking the foud
and serving it to the devotees. As this waca was also not found
to be adequate, a hall was constructed in the rear of this wada
in 1950 and upto now lunch was being served to the devotecs
in this hall. This hall had the capacity of accommodating round
about 150 to 175 persons at one time; but for the last three Lo
four years, this accommodation is also found to be insufficient,

“On an average about 1500 to 2000 persons take the prasad
at the ‘bhojangriha’ every day. On Sundays, Thursdays and
holidays this number increases much more, Theietore peop.e
have to wait in long queues for getting the prasad and sometimes
due to want of time some devotees have to leave Shirdi without
taking the prasad. This disappoints the devulees to a great
extent, In order to cope up with the rush and avoid the
disappointment of the devotees, the lunch was sometimes started
as early as 9 a, m. and it had to be continued upto 3 or 4 O -
clock in the afternoon. Again the evening lunch had to be started
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from 7 p. m. and this service of the lunch had to be continued
upto 10 p, m. These arrangements are having much pressure on
the staff in charge of the bhojangriha. Hence it was decided to
construct a new spacious building for housing the dining hall
and the foundation stone of the present imposing new building
was laid at \the auspicious hands of Swami Muktanandj on
19-2.78. Though shortage of cement and such other difficulties,
hampered the construction work of the building, from tine to
time, we are glad that a part of the buildirg is now compl ted
and we are in a position to inaugurate it at the ausp:cious ha-ds
of Shri N. K. Parekh, former judge of the City Civil Court, - ho
is now promoted as High Court Judge,

“We are lucky that the ex-Court Receiver, Shri K, S,
Pathak, conceded to our request and accepted the presidentship
of this function. Really speaking it is redundent to introduce
him to you on this occasion, He is known to you all as he has
worked as the Court Receiver, for mnearly ten years, before I
took charge of this Sansthan, as the Court Receiver. During
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his service in the Revenue Department of the Maharashtra State,
he was known as a straightforward, efficient, honest and religious
minded Officer. It was because of these qualities that he was
appointed the Court P.eceiver of Shirdi Sansthan. During his
regime, he exerted much to solve the difficulties of the devotees,
who were visiting Shirdi. Bookbank, scholarships to students and
such other schemes for the welfare of the students were started
by him, The quarters for the staff, Sai Saraswati building for
the students, a special section for sick children, the construction,
renovation and extension of Shanti Niwas, Sai Niwas, Gurusthan,
Bhakta Niwas etc, and renovation of the Samadhi Mandir, Dwarka-
mai and Chawdi were all done in his term of office, which have
entirely changed the face of Shi-di, In addition to this, construction
of the Mangal Karyalaya, renovation of several Samadhies at
Shirdi, Cement concrete roads sinking of wells for augmenting
the water supply, construction of R, C. C. Water tanks may
also be mentioned as some other works accomplished by him,
To speak in terms of money, we may say that all these works
are worth more than a crore of rupees. Due to his foresight,
he planned the present building and the dormitory in Sai Udyan
and out of these two structures one is being opened today. The
tree, planted by him, has grown very big and has started yielding
fruits. We are therefore specially happy that he is present on
this occasion, alongwith his wife, as the president of this function,
I gladly welcome them both on Lhis occasion.

The opening ceremony of this new building is taking place
at the auspicious hands of Shri N. K. Parekh, High Court Judge,
Bombay High Court. His aim is to try for the well-being of
the Sai devotees, students, sick persons and Lhe poor people in
general. Prior to his appointment as High.Court Judge, Shri
Parekh was.working as the Judge in the City Civil Court, when
he took keen interest in the working of the Shirdi Sansthan
and supporied most of the proposals submitted by the ex-Court
Receiver Shri K. S. Pathak., He did not wash away his hands
simply after sanctioning the proposals. He even suggested to the
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Court Receiver some more projects for adding to the conveniences
of the devotees, visiting Shirdi. At the same (ime Shri Varekh
encouraged the executive statf of Shudi Sanstha to carry out
the proposals sanctioned by him and when the works were in
progress, he wvisited them and made valuable suggestions for
making them more useful, It is reallv a wonder how he could
find time to pay attention to the work of the Shirdi Sansthan in
sp te of his tight schedule of oifice work. He has been goaded to
this work simply by his devotion to Shei Sai Baba. 'his bu Iding
Saiprasad, which he has now lcclared as formally open, is the fruit
of his proper planning, He has done us honour by remaining
present on this occasion alongwith his wife | also welcome
him on this occasion,

gl

Today's function js arranged more or less for expressing
our gratitude to Honourable Shri Parekhsaheband Shri Pathaksaheb.
Both of them have obliged us by respectively inaugurating the
building and by presiding over this function, On completion,
this building is going to do away with the inconvenience of the
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shortage of space for the bhojangriha and the shortage of reside tial
accommodation for the devotees, visiting Shirdi, to a certain
extent This building will ultimately have four floors, out of
which two floors have been now completed. ‘Ihe entire ground
floor will be used as kitchen and dining hall. The upper three
stories will be used for residential purposes. On every floor
there will be 25 small halls measuring 24" x 12" wth an attached
bathioom, The plinth area of this building is 200" x 200" out
of which the dining hall will be 130" x 75’ in length and breadth.
This hall has no pillars and this is the only such big hall in the
whole of Maharashtra. Attempts have been made to do away
with the inconveniences felt in the old bhojangriha. In order that
nobody should be required to wuait in long queues at the time
of the rush, a spacious porch has been constructed at the entrance
of the building and a waiting hall admeasuring 50 x 50’ is
provided for the devotees intending to take the prasad. Suitublg
furniture and photoframes of samts wiil be provided in this
waiting hall, In the dining hall 1¥2 tables, with stainless top,
alongwith equal number of comfortable benches, have been
provided. About a thousand devotees will be able to have prasu;{
in thys hall at one time with ease. Adequate fans and tube-
lights have been provided in the hall anl service of the foud
articles will be done with the help of trollies One idol of Shrj
Datta is going to be installed in this hall alongwith a big
portrait of Shri Sai Laba. It is hoped that in this hall mental
satisfaction also will be obtained alongwith the sausfaction of
bhuneer. After 1aking the lunch, modern type of arrangements
have bcen provided at several places for washing and cleaning
the hands.

““Nearly half portion of the ground floor is occupied by the
kitchen. Diesel furninces, store rooms for storing grain and
other foodstuffs, a cold storage for storing perishable goods like
vegetable and milk, a good number of taps and the office of the
bead of the kitchen have been provided in this portion of the
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ground floor. The kitchen has been modernised as far as possidle
and it will be mzchanised by stages "

“Nearly twenty four lack of rupees have been spent for the
construction of the two floors of this building. The building is
oot only strong; but it 1s also good to took at, Mys. Talgiri and
Athalye from S, H. Godbole and Co. Achitects, have drawn the
the plans of this building. The building work has been carried
out by the Navjivan Construction Co, Bombay under the guidance
and supervision of R C. C, specialists M/s. Damle and Thakurdesai
and the Sansthan Engineer Shri D, C. Patil. Plumbing work
was done by M s, D Bagwe and Company, the electric fitting
was done by Pandit Electric Stores from Bombay. Shri Zilka,
of M/s. Breez Window Manufacturing Zo. did the difficult work
of erecting the iron angles and water proofing was done by Shri
Patwardhan of the India Water Proofing Company. The colour
washing of the building was done by M/s. M. Narayan Ingle
Company. Shri Ranade of Samara Industries, supplied all the
Lurniture required in the dining hall by working day and night.”

(to be continued)
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