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The Nandadeep in Lendibaug



LENDIBAUG

D OETA

As soon as a devotee approaches the premises of the Shirdi
Sansthan, after passing through a row of shops, he notices that
to his left hand side a few steps away from the fountain, there
is an enclosure in which trees and flowers are blooming. This
is the Lendibaug of the Shirdi Sansthan,” which bas a long
tradition and bistory

Lendibaug covers about an acre of land This baug was a
favourite resort of Shri Sai Baba and he used to visit this bauy
at least twice or thrice in a day. Formerly when Shirdi was a
small village, this baug was being resorted to by Shri Baba for
answering nature’s call. At the time of Shri Baba, this garde.
had different kinds of trees. How Shri Baba was fond of
gardening, how He used to water the trees, has been described
in the Sai Satcharita as follows -

“When He (Shri Sai Baba) went to Rahata 3 miles from
Shirdi, he brought with him small plants of Zendu, Jai, Jui and
cleaning and scoring dry land, planted and watered them. A
devotee by name Vaman Tatya supplied him daily with two
earthen pitchers. With these Baba himself used to water the plants, He
drew water from the well and carried the pitchers on his shoulders
In the evening the pitchers were kept at the foot of the Neem
tree. As soon as they were placed there, they were broken, as
» they were made of raw earth and not baked. Next day Tatya
supplied two fresh pitchers, This course went on for 3 years
and with Sai Baba's toil and labour, there grew a flower-garden.
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Jn this site at present stands the big mansion - Samadhi Mandir
of Baba, which is now frequented and used by so many devotees."’
(age 24, Chapter V of Sai Satcharita, 9th Edition, 1980)

Fi1om the above extract, it will be seen that the above description
is referring to the garden at the site where the present Samadhi
Mandir is located; but there is a well in the Lendibaug and as
shri Baba was watering the trees in the garden planted by him,
at the site of the present Sumadhi Mandir, we may also presume
that he must be also walering the trees in the Lendibaug though
(bere 1s not a specific mention about that in Sai Satcharit,

During Shri Baba’'s life-time one Nala used to flow through
this baug and it was known as Lendi Nala and hence the present
baug at that sight came to be known as the Lendibaug. Though
this Nala was more or less perennial, it used to have very little
water during the hot season. Shri Sai Baba used to throw
silver coins in this Nala off and on, In order to test the mind
of his sincere devotee, Shri Raghuveer Bhaskar Purandare alias
Kaka Purandare, Shri Sai Baba once took out three dazzling, 'umps
of gold out of the land in Lendibang and as he did not at all hanker
after that gold, Shri Purandare passed the test and proved himself
to be a real devotee of Shri Baba. Under one Ashwattha tree
Shri Baba used to sit for hours. Every day in the morning
at about 9 a, m., the devotees used to take Shri Baba in a
procession, accompained by music, to Lendibaug and at about
12 noon, they used to bring Him back from the Lendibaug and
take Him to Dwarkamai,

The following legend 1s told in connection with the Lendi-
baug. Late Rao Bahadur Moreshwar Vishwanath Pradhan, who
was practising in Bombay High Court, was a veteran devotee of
Shri Sai Baba, He came¢ to Shirdi for the first time in 1910,
when Shri Baba made him stay at Shirdi for eight days.
Whenever he used to request for permission to go to Bombay,
Shri Baba used to say, *‘you are not in a dense forest. We
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can think about it in the evening”. When Shri Pradban would
approach Shri Baba in the evening for the necessary permission,
the reply would come, **We shall consider the question tomorrow"™’
In this manner eight days elapsed. During these eight days on
one Thursday after Baba had returned from Lendibaug, one
hour had passed and the two sons of Nanasaheb Chandorkar,
Shri Baba and Shri Bapu and Shri Pradhan were shampooing
the legs of Shri Baba when He said to Shri Pradhan, *“Bhau,
come with me."”

Saying so Shri Baba got up at once and started going
towards Lendibaug alongwith Bapu, Babu and Shri Pradhan, It
was the month of May. The sun waa blazing very hot, So
Baba came and stood under a banyan tree. Then he called out
Shri Pradhan to come to him and after taking out a handful of
corn from iuis pocket, he gave it to Shri Pradhan and told him,
“come on. You go and sow this corn yonder."” Then Shri Baba
himself brought water in his tinpot and he sprinkled it on the
corn. This news at once spread in the Shirdi village and many
people gathered there. Then Shri Beba told all the devotees to
sprinkle water over the corn, All the devotees did accordingly
and thereafter returned to Dwarkamai. Nobody could know the
inner meaning of this act of Shri Baba; but this same Shri
Pradhan later on purchased with the help of Late Shri Tatyakote
Patil the site where the present Lendibaug exists and Shri
Sagun Meru Naik applied his mind and took great pains to
develop the garden, It was because of his eflorts that the
Lendibaug got its present get up. The secret behind the board
“Pradhan Lendibaug' hanging at the entrance of Lendibaug is
the story narrated above,

In front of the entrance of the Lendibaug, there
stands the beautiful fountain with the crane standing in its
jeentre with his open beak pointing towards the sky. The water
of the fontain is seen sprouting up in the sky. Round about the
fountain there is green turf which pleases the eyes. During the
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festival, flood lights of various colours are thrown on this
fountain and hence it looks specially attractive at that time.

On the north side of this fountain and touching the
compound of Lendibaug there is the office of Shri . C. Patil,
the Engineer. of the Shirdi Sansthan. Next to this office, there is
the Electric Power house, where the voltage is as high as 440
volts. In front of this power house, we see four tombs. About
five years before, all these tombs were modernised with cement
concrete construction, All the roofs have specially been given
a modern architectural touch and hence they look very attractive
and easily attract the attention of all passers by.

The first tomb is of Shri Bhau Maharj Kumbhar. He
expired on Wednesday the 12th day of the dark half of the
month of Chaitra in Shaka 1860 (20-4-1938). He was a very
sincere devotee of Shri Sai Baba and did the work of sweeping
all the roads within the Sansthan area.

The second tomb is of Shri Nanavalli Maharaj. He was
a very queer rype of a person. Sometimes he would approach
Shri Baba and ask him to get down from His seat and he would
sit there. After sometime he would vacate the seat and request
Shri Baba to occupy His seat. He would then bow down to
Shri Baba and pay him respects, He was a sincere Muslim
devotee of Shri Baba and therefore exactly after the fourteen
days of the Samadhi of Shri Sai Baba, this Nanavalli also left
the mortal coil on 28th October 1918,

The third tomb is of Abdul Baba. In his childhood, Abdul
was in service of Amiruddin Fakir, who was acquainted with
Shri Sai Baba. Once Shri Baba came into the dream of Shri
Amiruddin Fakir and told him to send Abdul to him for service.
Shri Amiruddin Fakir accordingly sent him to Shirdi, In 1889
he came to Shirdi and stood before Shri Baba in the Masjid.
On seeing him Shri Baba said,” “Well have you come? You
can do your work and stay here happily”., At that time Shri
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Abdul was only twenty years old, Shri Baba slowly and slowly
assigned work to him, He was lighting the oil lamps at different
places. The work of sweeping the place below the neem tree
and lighting the oil lamp there was also assigned to him. He
was also sweeping the masjid every day and was washing the
clothes of Shri Baba. He was first taught Koran by Shri Baba,
After teaching him many other religious things Shri Baba
advised him as follows, *“Keep your life pure, Eat only that
much food, which would be enough to sustain your life. Do
not be a glutton, Sleep only for a few fixed hours. Do not
idle away your time in sleep. If you follow this advice, then
vou will obtain Mukti.”” Shri Abdul, like a true disciple,
followed this very valuable advice of Shri Baba and served him
upto the time when he entered Mahasamadhi., Shri Abdul
survived Shri Baba and expired in 1954, He had stopped eating
any non-vegetarian food, He used to observe all the fasts in
the month of Shravan, He never brought his wife and children
to Shirdi. The hut opposite the Chavadi is at present being
shown as the hut of Abdulbaba; but that is not correct, That
hut was of Radhakrishnamai who used to stay there. The
name of this lady has been inentioned in Sai Satcharita at page
33 in Chapter IV in connection with the Ramanavami festival.
(9th Edition, 1980). After the Mahasamadhi of Shri Baba,
Abdul was assigned the work of looking after the Samadhi
Mandir and he was given a room nearby. However, something
went wrong somewhere and Abdul left that room and came to stay
in the aforesaid hut, which is now shown as his hut. At present
the son and grandson of Abdulbaba are staying in this hut. The
name of Abdul has been mentioned {in Chapter 34 of Shri Sai
satcharita in connection with Dr. Pillay's ‘episode {as the crow
pecking at Dr. Pillay (Page 190, Sai Satcharita, 9th Edition 1980)

The fourth tomb is of Tatya Patil Kote, He was a very
sincere devotee of Shri Baba, who used to give to Shri Tatya
rupees four every day. Even on the day of his Mahasamadhi
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(15-10-1918) Shri Baba had given four rupees to Shri Tatya. He
expired in 1945 and his tomb was built here.

Lendibaug has got three compartments. In one compartment
various types of roses, tulas, nishigandha, mogra, sabja etc. have
been planted and the flowers from this garden are plucked every-
day for Shri Beba's worship. Alongwith these flowering trees,
there are ashok. gulmobhar, cocoanut and such other treesin this
compartment. A small zoo has also been developed here by keeping
some animals like hares, deer etc and birds like pigeons, peacock
etc, All arrangements have been made here in  such a way
that the animals and birds may feel that they are staying in
natural environments, Shri D. R, alias Mamasaheb Marathe, the
philanthropic industrialist from Chembur has' helped in many
respects for the recent developments of this compartment of
Lendibaug.

In the middle compartment of Lendibaug, twentyfive cement
concrete benches have been placed under the shedy trees. Some
devotees, who cannot go for a long walk, resoist to this
compartment and take rest here, There is one Pipal tree, which
was planted by Shri Baba himsell. Snri >ai Baba used to sit
under this tree for hours together and meditate. Trunk of this
tree has nine facets and hence it is called as “Navagraba Pipal”.
This thing was pointed out by Shri Kamubaba, who was having
his Ashram at Goregaon, near Patkar college. Shri Kamubaba
was a devotee of Shri Sai Baba and he had Shri Baba's darshan
when he was alive, Shri Kamubaba took Samadhi only before
a few years,

Near the pipal tree, there is a neem tree. In order to
commemorate, the memory of the resting place of Shri Baba under
these trees, an artistic Nandadeep (a stand for placing light) has
been contructed at the foot of these trees, where an oil lamp is
always kept burning in a cupboard, which is fitted with glass
panes, In the rear side of this lamp, there is a picture which
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shows Shri Baba going to Lendibaug in a procession, This
Nandadeep is octagonal in shape and is completely built in marble

Just opposite to the Nandadeep at a distance of about 23
to 30 paces, there is a beautiful-marble temple of Shri Dattatraya
under an Audumbar tree. The idol of Dattatraya. in marble, is
quite artistic and it is accompanied by a cow and a dog both in
marble. On either side of the idol of [atta, there are two oil
lamps, which are always kept burning One cash collection bor
is kept here for depositing the donations of the devotees. T1he
ceremonial installation of this idol of Shree Datta was done here
at 11.05 a, m. on 6-1-1976. At that time, the religious
ceremony was conducted by learned Shri Vasantshastri Deshmukh,
who is chief preceptor of the Kanyakumari Upasani ‘Ashram at
Sakuri. Behind this Datta Mandir, there is another small Datta
Mandir just at the ground level, A small idol of Shri Datta is
there in this Mandir alongwith a small portrait of Shri Sai Baba,
This small temple is there since Shri Baba's time and hence it
is important though small and it is therefore maintained as an
old relic. Near this small temple, there is another tomb which
is of the favourite horse of Shri Baba, named Shamsundar. He
used to bow down to Shri Sai Baba afer the aarti and even
after He attained Mahasamadhi, Shamsunder used to bow to Shri
Baba’s Samadhi, This horse expired in 1945 and he was inturned
at this site in Lendibaug and his Samadhi is built at this place.

At the extreme west end of the Lendibaug, there is a
small well which was sunk by Shri Baba with the help of some
devotees, Shri Baba used to call this well as “Budkhi, Baba
was using the water of this well for drinking purposes Sometime
before, 1this well had dried up; but of late it has got a
little water. There is .a small building adjoining this well,
where there is a board "“Place for cooking.” People coming
from outside could use this place for cooking their food; but
due to the fear of misuse of the place, it is closed for the public
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However if somebody wants he can cook his food in the
Lendibaug on a sigree,

Baba's Beloved Horse, Shamsundar

Behind the Dattamandir in Lendibaug, the firewood has
been stored and] it is used for heating the water, which 1s
made available to the devotees for bathing purposes. There is
one rectangular well, near this store of the firewood, which is
fitted with a pump. The water of this well is used for all
purposes. This well has been sunk in recent years and by the
grace of Shri Sai Baba it is having good water supply.
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In the third part of Lendibaug, in the northwest corner,
there stands a building named Sai Niwas. This is used as a
guest house, There are nine blocks in this building, which are
fitted with all modern conveniences dnd are given at & rent of
only Re, 20 per day to the devotees.'This building was inaugurated
on 24.3.1973 by Shri Swami ,Muktanand Paramhans of the Ganesh-
puri Ashram. In front of this building, six cement concrete
benches have been placed for the use of the devotees who want
a little seclusion. There is a little open space, with beautiful
green turf growing on it, behind this building, where some
programmes are arranged by the Sansthan whenever necessary.
The annual gathering of the contributors to Shri Sai Leela
magazine is being held here for the last two years and this place
is found quite suitable for it, A road has been provided by the
side of this building, which takes you straight to the main road.
Shri D. G. Patil, the Sansthan Engineer, looks after the mainte-
nance and upkeep of this garden. The devotees, who visit Shirdi,
spend their leisure time in this baug and acquire peace of mind
by sitting here in the peaceful and hilarious atmosphere of this
baug. As this baug has been consecrated by Shri Baba's feet, it
is considered very holy by all Sai devotees. Those who are able
to go mentally in the back period, are even able to feel the
presence of Shri Sai Baba in this garden. Let us all, Sai devotees,
also try to get that experience, when we visit SHirdi on the next
occasion if we have not had it so far. w

a2 s s s sssssnsssssassanssssasaasel



“If | receive one as
Dakshina from anybody
| have to repay tenfold.”

— Sai Baba of Shirdi

Dwarkamai Educational Society (Regd) is a spiritual non-
profit and voluntary organization with a dedicated following of
a number of educated young men, It has been striving to spread
the glory and gospel of Lord Sainath all over the world under
the leadership of Acharya E. Bharadwaja, who is its Founder-
President.

D. E. S. has proposed to raisc a Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir
at Venkatagiri Town, with an Ashramam attached to it to shelter
ardent Sadhakas and Sai-Missionaries, On the strong spiritual
foundation of the Sai Mandir, it is also planned to raise a
‘Superstructure’ of a free medical dispensary, a school, a library
and a book-publication unit. Cordial cooperation is sought from
all by way of liberal contributions. We wish your contribution
will be mighty spiritual investment for you for ever,

All contributions and correspondence may be addressed to
the Correspondent, D. E, S.

DWARKAMAI ELUCATIONAL SOCIETY

Venkatagiri Town-524 132 (Nellore Dist, A. P, India)

N. B, = The donors will be exempted from Income-Tax
for the amount they donate to the Society, (By H. Qrs, No.
1'80G /59/50-81, of the Commissioner of Income Tax, A. P,



Baba, The Guiding Force

It is my good fortune to report to Sai Bhaktas, two
interesting experiences of two devotees, wherein the grace of
Baba guided them to surmount difficult situations, with which
they came face to face in the battle of life as narrated to me
firsthand, by the concerned devotees.

Shri S. Venkata Rao is a resident ,of Secunderabad. After
completing his technical training, he moved earth and heaven
frantically, hunting for a job which could give jhim two square
meals a day, but it unfortunately ecluded him. Wherever his
wearied feet took him he was confronted with the disgusting
spectacle of a *‘No Vacancy’ board. He reached a point of
no return and felt it too weary to drag on. Just when he was
flustering with frustration and losing faith in God, somebody
casually suggested to him a trip to Shirdi as Baba alone could
help him. This suggestion got absorbed in his mind, as a drop
of water falling on simmering sand, So he Jimmediately
made up his mind to go to Shirdi with just a towel and a spare
pair of clothes. He did not have with him enough money even
to purchase a cup of tea. He boldly took the decision to
travel ticketless by the Ajanta Express on the same evening.

As ill luck would have it the T. T.C, caught him in no
time and all his pitiable pleasing that he was going to Shirdi
could be of no avail. Just when the Railway official was about
to hand him over to the police, a Marwari gentleman travelling
in the same compartment to Shirdi offered to pay for Venkata
Rao's ticket. Not only that, he even assured Venkat Rao that
he would foot the bill for his stay at Shirdi and the return
journey. Venkat Rao's eyes were filled with tears aod he
profusely thanked the kind gentleman,

At Shirdi Venkat Rao took a locker and stayed in the
dormitory, When he opened the locker with the key given to
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him by the Samsthan authorities to put his meager belongings
in it, he was dumbfounded to find in the same, a packet wrapped
in brownipaper. With a mind bristling with curiosity, he opened
the packet and the sight that greeted him was a glorious one,
Baba gracefully holding the Abhaya Mudra, It was a packet
of Baba's pictures, probably forgotten there by the previous
user of the locker. This gave him immense courage,” hope and
strength. He ran at once to Baba’s Samadhi and with tear
filled eyes prostrated before Shri Baba, begging Him to lend His
helping hand to find a job, Then he visualised in his mind
Baba with a smile on His lips. This gave him the phenominal
strength of an elephant, Then he rushed out to find his benefa-
ctor, the Marwari gentleman and narrated to him his wonderful
experience.

The next day he set out for Secunderabad and reached his
home. Previously he bad sent in many applications for jobs, but he
had lost all hopes of receiving a favourable response. To his great
surprise there was a letter, awaiting his arrival addressed by a
public sector undertaking, calling him for an interview. He
promptly appeared for the 'same on the appointed day and was
lucky enough to be selected. Now he is a technician drawing
a four figure salary, He makes it a point to visit Shirdi at
least once a year for darshan of Baba. He minces no words
in attributing all this to the grace of Baba,

The other experience has been parrated to me by Mrs. P,
Krishnamurty of the B. H. E. L. Township, where I too reside.
Mr, Krishnamurty is an engineer in the Bharat Heavy Electricals
Ltd, and is a very staunch devotee of Amma, whose image is
looming large on the spiritual firmament of Andhra Pradesh.
The pooja room in their house is richly decorated with many
portraits of Amma. A small picture of Baba could also be
found on a side wall.

A few days prior to May 1081, after Mr. Krishnamurty
had left for his office, when Mrs. Murty and her children were
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chatting in the drawing room, somebody tapped their front door,
When Mrs. Murty opened the same, she was surprised and even
flabbergasted to find an old fakir, wearing saffron robes
squatting in the front verandah, in 2 very relaxed mood. He met
her enquiries with beaming smile and asked her to bring a clean
bit of paper. When she did so he poured some Udhi into it,
while she was holding the paper and directed her to go to her
pooja room and pray before her deity, holding the paper containing
the Udhi, requesting for a solution to the problem with which
they were confronted, He did not specify the name of her deity.
Yes, Krishnamurtys bad a problem tormenting them, It was the
marriage of their eldest daughter. They had been searching for
a suitable bridegroom, who would not cause much strain on
their purse, This is a problem which would cause worry to any
responsible parents of a grown up daughter- One. problem is to
find a good and suitable groom and the other is finance. Both
are interlinked. Mrs, Marty rushed to the pooja room, while
the beaming fakir was squatting in the verandah. Normally she
should have squatted before the picture of Amma, but this time
her feet involuntarily guided her to the picture of Baba, hung on
the side wall. She closed her eyes and prayed to Baba in deep
meditation. When she opened her eyes the Udhi in the paper
disappeare) and miraculously there were two metallic amulets in
its place. She could neither believe her eyes nor the transformation.
She prostrated before Baba and rushed to the fakir sitting non-
chalantly outside, and showed him the amulets. The fakir
interpreted this phenomenon as the grace of Baba. He poured
some Udhi on the amulets and asked her to wear one and give
the other to her daughter. Before departing he requested her to
give money to purchase a piece of cloth to cover Baba's Samadhi
at Shirdi, which she readily complied with.

Within & few days after this incident Mr. Krishnamurty
lierally stumbled into a suitable and desirable alliance. The
bridegroom was also & devotee sf Shirdi Baba. Without much
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fuss or formalities the alliance was finalised, but the date fixed
for the happy event was only a handfull of days hence, There
was hardly any time left to mobilise funds or make preparations.
Mr, Murty was at his wit's end to raise funds but by Baba's
grace money literally poured into his hands from so many
directions, some of which were quite unexpected and there was
absolutely no problem on this score. Even though there was
hardly any time, one of his brothers, who was in West Germany
and the other relatives living in far off places could attend the
event and bless the couple.

Now that a heavy load was off their head, the Murtys are
a happy couple. So also their daughter and her husband.

Baba is all-pervading. Nothing misses His benevolent eye. &

Devata Subba Rae
70, N. H, | Ramachandrapuram, Hyderabad (A. P.) 500032

— . e — e

SHRI SAI BABA
PUNYATITHI FESTIVAL AT SHIRDI

The Punyatithi Festival will be celebrated as usual at
Shirdi from Wednesday the 7th October 1981 to Saturday the
10th October 1981. Ail devotees are cordially invited to attend
the festival.

K. H. KAKRE
Court Recelver
$hirdi Sansthan of Shri Sai Baba



The Saga of Shiva

It is a known fact that the fame of the city of Kashi is spread
over whole of India in every nook and corner, The poeple, who
lived there with all bappiness, prosperity and spiritual and
religious joy, were all ardent worshippers of Shiva known, as
Lord Vishwanatha, who has taken His seat at Kashi from Kailas.
The people at Kashi did not lack in anything, particularly
devotion to Lord Shiva, nor in any want, as everything was
available in plenty, and those, who visited Kashi with devotion
to Lord Shiva, were offered in plenty and received gifts and
alms abundantly,

Vyasa Maharshi, the great sage, heard much about Kashi,
He was much impressed, curious and anxious and pondered
over the city thus: “Can there be a city on earth as affluent as
spoken of to that extent?”' He wondered. So, one day he
decided to visit the city with his disciples and see for himself
whether all he heard about the city was in fact a truth or not
and to enjoy the abundant offerings.

He thereupon, announced his decision to his disciples, to
visit Kashi. They too were delighted at the announcement as
they had also heard of the affluence of Kashi and were anxious
and were in full thought of enjoying the excellent and rich
offerings and dishes in Kashi, They were eager to accompany
their Guru to Kashi.

One fine morning, they reached Kashi and stayed in a
dharmashala; and after a dip in the holy Ganga, they went out
for collecting their ration or alms. All scattered in different
directions expecting large quantities of alms, as their only aim
-and object, But they returned pale, exhausted and disappointed,
having got nothing that day, including the sage Vyasa Maharshi.
It was strange that none of them had been able to collect even
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a single morsel of food in the entire city, They presumed and
consoled themselves by saying:- “Today might be a day at Kashi
on which giving alms is forbidden™, Another disciple said: *‘there
is no day when alms-giving is prohibited or forbidden™. * Wait
for tomorrow, Let us see’ said the Maharshi.

The party were left without food for that day,

The next day, they were in the streets again for the same
purpose. But the expericnce was repeated. Some housebolders
said that they were not in a position to give them anything in
charity. While others simply shut their doors at the faces of
the disciples as well as even at the face of -Maharshi Vyasa, the
great sage. This abrupt act of the householders extremely
humiliated and disappointed them and they felt miserable
without food.

The third day also passed and in all seven days, the result
was the same,

On the eighth day, when Maharshi's repeated call had no
response from any house, he got infuriated and in a rage raised
his hands high in despair and was about to cry out a terrible
curse on the city for the unhelpful attitude of the people, Just
then, one door was opened; and an elderly lady stood before
Vyasa, fixed her gaze on him and said: “STOP", and Lo! Behold
what happened. Vyasa Maharshi could not move or bring his
raised hands down, Both, the Maharshi Vyasa and the lady
stood looking at each other and then the lady smiled at the
Rishi. No sooner the lady smiled, both the raised hands of
Vyasa Maharshi were able to move freely and he was able to
bring his hands down.

The lady then addressed the Maharshi thus, “You have no
reason to be so annoyed at this city”,,

The sage however retorted thus **What! No reason! What
do you mean? You should know that no one in this so called
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affluent city, cared for us and no onc was sympathetic or
courteous enough to give us any alms, food or offer any
hospitality either to me or my disciplies since last eight days
and how do you dare say that I have no reason to get angry
and annoyed”,

At this, the lady smiled again at the Rishi benignly ‘and
tol8 him, “Go and bring your disciples. I shall be pleased to
feed you all sumptuously”.

On hearing this, Vyasa felt clated and delighted, He
thought that it would be futile to argue with the lady and that
it would be wise to grab the opportunity at such a critical hour,
He therefore accepted the offer forthwith.

He immediately ran to his disciples to take them to the
lady for a feed as they were starving since eight days. The
4disciples, who were starviog for eight days, had stopped moving
and were lying half dead. As the Maharshi asked them to
follow him for a feed, they immediately obeyed him and
they were all in the lady’s house in great hurry and without
any delay.

As soon as they entered the lady's house, to their great
glee and joy, they found banana leaves placed before them and
pots full of water were given to them; but to their great
disappointment no food was served in their leaves. This horrified
them again and they blinked at the hostess, who stood looking
at them and said, *What for do you wait? Why don't you
begin cating?”’

Vyasa Maharshi was about to burst forth in anger, for the
hoax played on them by the lady; when his eyes happened to
fall on the leaf, he saw to his surprise, that the empty leal was
filled with varieties of delicious and rich food without anyone

serving the food.
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The disciples also similarly saw to their great joy that each
one of them got their own favourite dishes to eat, without
asking for them. They ate to their heart’s content as they were
starving for full eight days. After some time, they raised their
heads to look at the kind hostess, the benevolent lady, to thank
her profusely and profoundly for saving them from starvation

aud death. o

But to their amazement and wonder, they saw in her place
Devi Parvathi, an incarnation of kindness and compassion . Lord
Shiva too was seen standing by her side.

Then Lord Shiva questioned the Mabarshi Vyasa and his
disciples, “Do you know and understand why you and your
disciples had to suffer and starve for eight days without food
at this holy city of Kashi? Know it now, that you bave not
come to Kashi with any devotion for worship, nor did you
think of the Lord or visited ths holy shrine even once, But you
have come here only with an idle curiosity and with a craze for
cating good f[ood..ls that the atutude with which'one should visit
this sacred city? How such people will get salvation ?"

Vyasa Maharshi realised his error and foolishness. He
apologised to Lord Shiva and paid respectful homage to both
Lord Shiva and Devi Parvathi.

Then the Maharshi Vyasa and his disciples left Kashi with
the blessings of Lord Shiva, with the doctrine of devotion and
dedication imbibed in them. |

From the above illustration and example it should be clearly
understood and realised that a sacred shrine or a holy place is
purely and exclusively meant for the purpose of dedication and
devotion to attain salvation; but it is not a place for picknick,
enjoyment, entertainment or sight seeing at any cost.

Should a man err in this behalf, the blow by the Lord
will be severe on such a person to awaken him from his
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blindness to devotion, from elusion of Maya and to lead him to
salvation from this mundane and material world. *

B. Ramanadha Rao
Sri Sai Kutir, Bangalore 560 023

Shri Sainath’'s Imagination is Creation

Shri Sainath of Shirdi was a perfect Siddha Yogi who
possessed potential powers of spiritualism and oeccultism,
Though His mortal body was inturned long ago - He has been
a living and moving spirit beyond the Grave. Life after death
to Him is a creative sojourn, He belongs to the category of
coimic transmigration of saints of highest dicipline. Shri Sainath's
philosophy is neither Dwaita, Adwaita nor Vishista Adwaita.
It is the theosophy of humanitarianism, akin to Buddhism; as
to the precept ‘‘be good to thyself and be good towards the
society’”. Through His teachings, the saint separated materialism
and spiritualism as the swan separates adulterated milk
and water. He preached mukti through devotion; and Karmic
yoga through Shakti. Till today the saint has been showering
graces and fulfilling the aspirations of His devotees in distress
who have pinned faith in Him. Blessed are those who happen to
be the devotees of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi, *®*

L. N. Panigrahi
BARUVA, Srikakulam District, (A,P.)
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OH! GOD

More I think, the more I feel
That You are beyond thinking
More | read, the more [ feel
That You are beyond reading
More | see, the more | feel
That You are beyond seeing
More I talk, the more [ feel
That You are beyond talking
More | breathe, the more [ feel
That You are beyond breathing,

You want me to see You evcrywhere
But I cannot see You everywhere
My senses are limited

And You are beyond senses.

I rose beyond senses for a time

But You made me fall back
Only a tinge of You was known to me then

But now only a memory remains of that Samadhi
Alas ! You take pity and let me remain

Always aware of highest available bliss -

Unaware of myself mingling in You -

Which You spatched away so quickly -

And pever let it come again -

Like a current passing away

While I kept saying “No ! No!"

Meanwhile 1 see in the sky
Your blissful infinity

More I write, the more I feel
That You are beyond writing
Gopesh Behari
121 Narain Road, Fatehgarh 209601



Sai Baba, the Saint of Shirdi
(Continued from September 1981 issue)
CHAPTER IX

Bayajabai, Tatya Kote's Mother,

Hunted for the Universal Father

The jungles and the forests farther
Trampling the bushes and shrubs together.

When at last she found Thee, the mad Pakir
Sitting calm and motionless in meditation Fakir
She fell at Thy feet and spread a leaf

To offer and feed Thee her humble lunch.

She never ate anything till she fed Thee

And so she roamed in the jungle first to feed Thee
She forced Thee to partake of her lunch

And to set her free to take her lunch,

Thou never forgot her faithful service

So wonderful was her lovely caress

Thus Thou remembering her lovely fondling
Magnificiently blessed her son’s life dwindling

Both the son and the mother

Had great faith in Fakir, the Father
Whom they took Thee to be their God
And served till last Thee their Lord,

Thou left off some years after

Thy wondering in the woods thereafter
And took Thy food in the Masjid Mai

To save the roaming of Bayajabai the Mai.

In 1904-05 Mainatai, the daughter
Of Nanasaheb Chandorkar the Mamlatdar
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At Jamner away from Shirdi miles hundred
Was suffering from labour pains for days three

Nanasaheb finding in vain all remedies

Suddenly remembering Thee invoked Thy aid for remedy
Thou by Thy intuition knowing her sufferings

Tried to help through Buva to remove her sufferings,

But when Buva saw Thee for permission

To go to his native place on somc mission
Thou ordered him to visit Jamner and seec
Nanasaheb Chandorkar and speak to him

but Buva pleaded shortage of money for the passage
ihou asked him not to worry about the fare passage
As everything will be provided for the passage

But he should go instantly and give the message.

With full faith in Thee, Buva left Shirdi

And at late midnight reached Jalgaon

Being in hard plight with only annas two with him
To his great relief he heard someone calling him,

A person was calling ‘Who is Bapugir Buva'
Then he rushing to him told he was Bapugir Buva
Then the person told him Nana has sent him

And drove to Jamner in a tonga with him,

Early in the morning near a brooklet

The Tongawala for watering the horses free let
And asked Buva to partake of eatables
Brought with a purpose in a vessel portable,

Seeing the beard and the livery of the peon
Bapugibuva took him to be a muslim tune
So was unwilling to share the eatables
Offered by the tongawala the noteable,
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The peon assuring him a vegetarian pure

Told Nana had sent him eatables vegetarian sure
So there is no need for him to doubt

And wait and while away time in a tout

Then Bapugirbuva accepted the offer

And started on his journey thereafter

To reach Jamner at the hour of dawn fall
And he alighted to answer nature's call

But on his return he found

Neither the Tonga nor the man bound
And finding Nanasaheb's office nigh
Went and enquired for Nanas tie.

Knowing Nanasaheb at home

He went and saw him roam

And announced himself before him
To give Thy Udi and Aarati to him.

Mainatai being serious with labour pains

Set all in great anxiety about her wails
Nana called out his wife to give Mainatai
Udi and teertha to drink sent by Masjid Mai.

As Thy help to Nana was most opportune

He heard after few minutes of misfortune

The news pleasing of delivery safe and sound
And all the crisis trouble so far had away bound

Nana was dumb-founded when

Buva told him about tonga and peon then
To station he had sent none

As he was unaware of his coming then,

Once Mrs, Khaparde of Amaraoti
Staying at Shirdi for Thy Aarat
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Her son being affected by Bubonic plague
Thought of leaving Shirdi to be free from nag.

So she sought Thy permission

In Thy evening round without omission

And said in a voice trembling

Her son was down with plague and shivering.

Then Thou in a soothing manner
Kindly and softly spoke to her

The clouds in the sky will soon melt
And all will be clear and smooth felt,

So saying Thy Kafani Thou lifted up
And showed all four bubons brought up
Thus thou relieved the devotees’ pain
Taking their pains on Thy body main

Thus by Thy suffering proved Thou
The sufferings of Thy devotees are Thine
By this act of Thine Thou convinced all
Saints suffer pains for devotees all,

The mind of the saints is softer

Than wax and in and out soft as butter
And they are after gains never

But regard devotees as relatives ever,

Dadasaheb Khaparde an advocate of Amaraoti
Lived at Thy feet holy at Shirdi for Thy Aarti
He was rich, learned and a man famous

An intelligent orator of good status.

Khaparde, Booty and Noolkar though learned

Were before Thee humble, meek and modest by nature
And always kept mum before Thy mine of learning
When others pratted before Thee of their learning.
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Before self realisation fades learning,

But egoism fades before modesty and learning
So was Dadasaheb modest though learned
Before Thee, the socalled a fakir unlearned.

Mrs. Khaparde, when at Shirdi, offered Thee food
Which Thou ate like a glutton and gulped the food good
And this proved a puzzle to all others there

But instantly Thou replied the reason why.

Then Thou revealed the fact secret

To all those who wished to know Thy facet
Giving the knowledge of her generations three
Swallowed the sweet morsels of love free.

Doing full justice to the dish when

Thou sat on Thy seat giving out belches then
Being pleased with Thy belching

Mrs. Khaparde bowed and started shampooing.

Being content with her service sincere
Thou asked her in tone soft slow to chant
Rajaram Rajaram then and ever

And that will give her peace forever.

Thus Thy words most effective
Removed all her nature defective
So in an instant they pierced her heart

And found lodgement in her part.
(To be continued)

M. M. Amingad
Gulunche, Via Nira, Tal, Purandar, Dist, Pune
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Shri Saibaba's Grace To One And All

“Baba forgets and forgives his devotees' faults and fulfills
their vows."

I was in Railway Service, in Hubli Workshops, upto
30.6-77 and retired on this date after serving for 35§ years.
I came in contact with Baba in 1942 through a pious song
(gramophone record) telling ‘‘Sai Baba is a Brahma Jnam™, |
was so much overwhelmed and attracted by this song that |
wished to go to Shirdi as soon as possible to have “Darshan ol
Sai Baba in His Samadhi'’. But | was able to go to Shirds
only in the month of April 1944 glong with my younger brother.
I had “Darshan of Baba” in the Samadhi Mandir, in Chavadi,
in Dwarkamayi (masjid) and also visited Baba's Gurusthan
(Nawalkar wada) and Lendi Baag.

I have since become a staunch devotee of Sai Baba and
many miracles (leclas) have taken place in my life and 1 am
still experiencing, Which if 1 begin to narrate it may take
volume after volumes to publish them. 1 bave met many Sai
. devotees who have also told me about their experiences which
could be published in a separate book form,

Now, I wish to narrate a recent one (experience) which is
sufficient to show-that Baba is the able “Refuge of His devotees™
and whenever they pray to him, he immediately responds to
their call and satisfies their needs.”

In March 1981, my fourth daughter Sow. Radhika studying
in VIII standard, Central School, Hubli got her legs swollen and
could not go to School, She was treated in a private hospital
for a month or so but it was of no avail. 1 was away from
Hubli at this time and was at Madras to attend my nephew’s
marriage. My wife wrote to me a letter stating all the facts
about my daughter's illness. | immediately prayed to Baba to
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help us and also advised my people through a letter to pray to
Baba for relief. Accordingly, they prayed to Baba and took a
vow (0 go to Shirdi during the ensuing May vacation. By
Baba's grace, my daughter recovered and she was able to go to
school and attend the class. Finally, she attended the exam and
passed VIl std, In the meanwhile, | returned from Madras and
we all proposed to go to Shirdi in the Ist week of May 1081, All
of a sudden we received a letter from our near and close
relatives inviting us for the marriage ceremony fixed on 6-5-81
at Madras, | was not iochined to go, as | wanted first to fulfill the
vow by going to Shirdi. But, my wife insisted on going to
Madras to attend the marriage and then go to Shird: direct
from there, We attended the marnage;, but no respect was
shown to us, although we are close relatives of the bridegrooms’
party and upto 13-6-81 we could not reserve our tickets to go
to Shardi, 1 got reservation to start on 13-6-81 by Bombay
Mail to Dhond and then to Kopergaon by Maharashtra Express.
But, | had to cancel our reservation since my old mother (82
years old_ staying with my younger brother at Madras) got
heart attack and was about to collapse. By Baba’s grace,
we admitted her in K. M, C. Hospital, in Madras on 4-5-198I
and we were all praying to Baba day and night to save ber
this time also as she had been saved by Him many a time
during one crisis or another, Baba answered our prayers and
she was brought home from hospital on 9-5-81 and she said
to me, 'l am feeling better, you all go to Shirdi now and have
Baba's Darshan and pray for me too”. I had already cancelled
my reservation to start for Shirdi on 13-6-81 and I regretted
why | did so. But, afterwards 1 understood that it was all
‘Baba's Leela' as scen from the following facts:-

We could not have started because my wile was out of
doors (menses) on this day. So, Baba knows the past, present
and future of everything., By Baba’s grace, we got reservation
on 16-6-81 by Bombay Mail, reached Dhond at 11 P, M. on
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17-6-81 and reached Kopergaon on 18-6-81 by Maharashtra
Express, from where we arrived at Shirdi at about 7 A, M. on
18-6-81. We stayed upto 20-6-81 at Shirdi and then left the
place after having Baba's darshan and His blessings. At Madras,
my wife repented too much for discarding my advice not to
attend the marriage and pray to Baba day and night to save us
from all the troubles. Baba, as & tru¢ mother pardoned us and
helped us to fulfill the vow, We human beings, always commit
mistakes, nay blunders in our life. But, Sai our kind mother
always forgets and fogives us. So it is our bounden duty to
always remember Him and chant His name so that He will
prevent us from committing sins, *

R. Radhakrishnan
038/8, Vidyaranya Nagar, Railway Quarters,
Gadag Road, Hubli, 580020

WMW

Shri Sai Baba is Always with His Devotees

I have been a devotee of Shri Sai Baba since more than
sixteen years and every year | am attending the Shirdi Sai Baba
temple alongwith my family. Having had experience several
times, I have got full faith in “Shri Sai Baba'" and even for a
small matter, I am taking His help in dreams and in the heart,

The following is a wonderful miracle to pen down the
occurance which I experienced recently.

My brother-in-law Mr. T, Vishwanatham, an assistant
engineer, came to meet me at Hyderabad, requested and insisted
on me to attend his daughter's marriage which was to be
celebrated on 13-6-1981 at ‘Bhadrachalam’, Khammam Dist (A. P.)

Accordingly 1 planned to proceed to Bhadrachalam by
express bus oo 13-6-1981 at 9-00 a, m, to attend the marriage,
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which was to take place at 8-00 P. M. and purchased the bus
ticket upto Kothagudem. [ reached Suryapet (Nalgonda Dist)
at 12-00 noon, informing the conductor that | was going for tea
in the canteen nearby.

But unfortunately when [ returned from the canteen, the
concerned bus no. A, P, Z. 1466 had left the bus station. |
was worried and started thinking how to reach Bhadrachalam, when
my hand bag was left in the bus on seat No, 5. I requested the
bus depot manager etc., to contact the bus immediatly. But they
could not extend any help towards my worry, because there
were valuable clothes and some cash kept in the bag, This is
the first time, I lost my band bag, Immediately I went to the
petrol bunk nearby and made & trunk call to Khammam bus
depot manager and traffic manager,

After doing that | again continued my journey by another
bus to Khammam. Having fullfa ith in Shri Sai Baba and
praying Him with patience, [ arrived at Khammam bus depot at
2-00 P. M. and approached the depot manager, asking him about
my missing hand bag, when he replied in the affirmative that he
took my hand bag alongwith the traffic police from the bus,
My joy koew no:bounds and I bowed to Shri Sai Baba in
reverence. All the articles were in tact. When [ introduced
myself and gave the list of clothes in the bag etc.. the depot
manager handed over the bag to me. [ paid my heartiest thanks
to the bus depot manager and offered Rs. 20/- for this favour,
for sweets. But he refused to accept such offers as it was their duty.

Afterwards | proceeded to Bhadrachalam and attended the
marriage function in time. Shri Sai Baba's love and grace is
always with me, whenever | am in trouble, By His all leelas.
we know that He is with us and that He will develop in us
““Nishta aud Saboori". e

Gokul Gopal
H. No, 16-11-745, Dilsukh Nagar Colony No-2, Moosaram Bagh

Hyderabad-500 036 (A.P.)



Our Divine Saviour Shri Sai Baba

Even after years have passed since the Mahasamadhi of Shri
Sai Baba, He still appears to his devotees and also to those who
had forgotten Him, to restore their faith in Him.

My mother was a great devotee of Baba since childhood
and lately due to the influence of other religious organisations,
she had forgotten Baba for tne last five years, [ had never done
any bhakti of Baba anytime because | did not believe much in Him.

My father is a Bank Managr and he does not have anv
faith in any God. He suffers from acute diabetes, high blood-
pressure and he used to take tahlets to keep them in control.

One day, he suddenly became incoherent in the morning
and in the evening, he was in coma. He was admitted to the
K. E. M. Hospital where doctors diagnosed the cause as kidney

) failure due to high blood pressure and diabetes. They said that
his condition was so hopeless that he would die within a moaoth.

Hearing this, my mother remembered Baba and fervently
asked for His forgiveness for having forgotten Him and she asked
me to pray to Him and ask His help to save my father, and I
readily agreed to do so. In the hospital, where my father was
kept, in that ward there was a photo of Baba and he too
miraculouly started praying to Baba. Meanwhile we hung
a photo of Baba in cach and cvery room and cvery day my
mother, sister and | started praying for Baba's grace,

One night as | was sleeping, suddenly I felt the presence of
somsbody necar my bed and | heard a voice, I WILL HELP
YOU" coming from Baba's photo which was hung above my
bed. 1 felt very peaceful aud prayed to Baba more than ever.

v Thereafter my father started recovering rapidly and became
quite well and the doctors were astounded to see the recovery
and pronounced it a miracle,
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Reading the tales of Baba, I feel that this dreadful situation
had come just tc restore our faith in Baba. Now, we have
vowed never to forget Baba again and my father has promised
to take us to Shird: soon to meet our beloved Baba. *

N- 5- A‘h.r’l
209, Laxuman Niwas, Shiwaji Park Road No 5, Bombay 400016

How Shni Sai Leela Helped Me

In the second bhalf of 1975, I became a subscriber of Shri
Sai Lecla. In retrospect, | now feel that it was a late start as |
should not have wasted my precious time for such a long period
to know this magazine Till 1975, | did not know that such a
magazine did exist; even now, only a fraction of millions of Sai
devotees know this. We must therefore, publicise this magazine
in right earnest to enlighten many Sai devotees on spiritual matters,

As | read Shri Sai Leela for the first time, 1 felt
that | was reliving the Sai Satcharita. Be it an experience
of Shri Baba, be it His miracles or be it an article eclucidating
the subtleties of devotion, jnana or karma | could see the unseen
kind hand of Baba awakening our latent spiritual instincts or
culturing the awakened spiritual instincts,

Since that pleasant day, Shri Sai Leela has become my
constant companion in my daily routine of train journey, bus
travel and ofcourse at my leisure.

Time passed on, and [ felt an irrepressible urge to write
a few of my experiences. Soon enough I wrote myv first article,
posted it and clean forgot about it. But one fine afternoon, 1
got the magazine which contained my first articlee What a joy
it was for me ! It was like reliving the same experience, Then
followed a series of articles and they too were published. Till
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my writing for Shri Sai Leela, I like, several other writers,
never knew that we could push the pen. In fact, Shri Sai Lecla
has mothered many writers to maturity. Without this kind
encouragement many budding writers would have languished
in the drakness

The journey through Shri Sai Leela magazine is the most
plecasant and elevating experience for all of us, We always feel
that Shri Baba is very ably guiding our ship. Our faith in Shri
Baba is thus strengthened by each successive issue of Shri Sai Leela,

At Shri Sai Leela contributors’ gatherings, | came in close
contact with gems of human specimen whose living contact
purified my own Sadhana. Our get-togethers at Shirdi bhave
inculcated in us the best habits of community living and to see
Shri Baba in all as they have destroyed the wall of Teli between
different devotees

At 1978 gathering 1 came across a living Saint in Shri
Radhakrishna Swamiji. His speech, movements, in fact everything
about him summarised Shri Sai Baba, For many devotees like
me his contact proved a veritable Midas touch to our spiritual
carcer. He possessed the uncanny knack of up-lifting the
devotees spiritually. But for Shri Sai Leela how could we have
known this Samnt?

Shri Sai Leela Magazine has thus very quietly but lovingly
fed us like a mother tortoise, who feeds her young ones by her
loving looks the nectar of Sai devotion, Sai teaching and Sai
living. The magazine has thus focussed all our writing abilities
on one point i. ¢. Shri Baba and thus enabled us to get rid of
our little ego. *

Shri Anil Keshavrao Rasal
21/582, Bpt Stafl Quarters Reynolds Road, Wadala (E),
Bombay 400 037



Shri Makhijanisaheb
Judge City Civil Court, Bombay

In 1960, the Court Recei
ver was first appointed to look
after the affairs of the Shirdi

Sansthan, under the guidance of
a Judge of the City Civil Court
and from that year to date the
work of the Shirdi Sansthan is
being looked after by the Court
Receiver, under the guidance of
a Judge from the City Civil
Court. Both, the Judges and the
Court Receivers have been changing from time to time according
to the availability of the personnel,

From 1968 to 1979, Shri N. K. Parikhsaheb, the popular
Judge of the City Civil Court, was guiding the affairs of the
Shirdi Sansthan through the Court Receivers appointed during
that period from time to time. Shri Parikhsaheb was taking
personal interest in the work of the Shirdi Sansthan and during
his regime the funds of the Shirdi Sansthan were used properly
for the prosperity of the Shirdi Sanstha» and for making the
stay of the devotees, who visit Shirdi, more and more comfort-
able. However when Shri Parikhsaheb was appointed as a
Judge in the Bombay High Court, the charge of the Shirdi
Sansthan was taken over by Shri M. S. Ratnaparkhi, another
Judge of the City Civil Court, However on his promotion,
Shri A. A, Kazisaheb came in his place and guided the Court
Keceiver, Shirdi Sansthan, for some time. On the transfer of
Sbri Kazisaheb, Shri Nari ldanmal Makhijani, a judge of the
City Civil Court, has taken charge of the Shirdi Sansthan and
he will in future give his valuable advice and guidance to the
Court Receiver of the Shirdi S ansthan. Shri Parikhsaheb was a
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devotee of Shri Sai Baba and therefore he used to visit Shirdi
as often as possible. The two Judges, who were appointed in
his place after him, were in charge of the Sansthan for a very
short time and hence they could mot wisit Shirdi; but Shri
Makhijanisaheb is a devotee of Shri Sai Baba and therefore
immediately after his appointment he visited Shirdi, to have
closer contact with the affairs of the Shirdi Sansthan.

Shri Makhijanisaheb is originally from  Hyderabad.
He was born on 21st May 1929 at Hyderabad. His father Shri
Idanmal was working as an Income tax practioner first at
Hyderdbad and later at Bombay. He expired in 1961, Parbati-
bai was the name of the mother of Shri Makhijanisaheb. She
expired in 1973. After finishing his primary education, Shri
Narisaheb entered the Gurudasmal Hindu High School at
Hyderabad and completed his secondary education from that
High School. Thereafter he graduated from the National College
%and came to Bombay for his further studies and passed the
LL.B. examination from the Government Law college, Bombay.
From '1950 to March 1976, He practised in the City Civil Court
and Small Causes Court at Bombay. In 1976, he was appointed
as a Judge of the City Civil Court and in addition to that
work, the further responsibility of guiding the affairs of the
Shirdi Sansthan has been entrusted to him, which he has
accepted very willingly. Being a Sai devotee, Shri Narisaheb
used to visit the Sai temple of Shri Baba Limaye, at Mahim,
who is a friend of Shri Narisaheb, Now he feels that Shri Sai
Baba has called himn near to give him an opportunity to serve Him,

Before his recent visit to Shirdi in June 1981, Shri Makhi-
Janisaheb had visited Shirdi in 1976 and 1978 respectively. “Out
of all the places of pilgrimage, visited by me, I feel that the
atmosphere at Shirdi is quite different and favourable for
\#stering devotion. Due to this atmosphere the devotion of
every pilgrim, who visits Shirdi, increases very fast. All the
staff of the Shirdi Sansthan behaves with responsibility and is
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conscious of their duty. Hence they are able to face successfully
the ever increasing crowd coming to Shirdi" said Shri Narisaheb,

At the time of his recent visit to Shirdi Shri Makhijanisaheb
was greatly alarmed at the unlimited increase in the number of
beggars and lepers, whom he saw at Shirdi. He said that if
this number goes on increasing in this fashion, it would totally
ruin the present serene and holy atmosphere of Shirdi, In order
to solve this problem of beggars, Shri Makhijanisaheb suggested
that the Shirdi Sansthan alongwith the co.operation of some
devotees or some other institutions, may establish a small colony
for them and arrange to feed them there free of cost; but all
able-bodied persons must be made to work and they must
be kept busy, Shri Makhijanisaheb showed his willingness to
consider any proposals in this respect so that the sanctity and
cleanliness of the Shirdi Sansthan will be maintained,

In 1986, Shri Makhijanisaheb was married at Bambay.
His wife Mrs, Jyotidevi is also a Sai devotee. His elder daughter
Miss Sonia has graduated in commerce, His son Deepak is
studying in the final year of B.Com, while his youngest daughter
Ravina is studying in the V Standard. The youngest brother of
Shri Makhijanisaheb, Shri Gul, is working as an Income tax
practioner in Bombay. In the leisure time, Shri Makhijanisaheb
likes to read short stories and novels. In addition to English
and Hindi, he knows Urdu and Persian very well and he reads
books in those languages also,

_ The Shirdi Sansthan has got a right guide in Shri Makhi-
janisaheb, he being a sincere Sai devotee. Such a person will
definitely take very keen interest in the affairs of the Sansthan
and lead it on the path of progress and prosperity, We welcome
Shri Makhijanisaheb to the Shirdi Sanstban and wish him 8
long, happy and prosperous life with Shri Baba’s blessings. %

>
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Dear Dr. Parchure,
Shri Sai Lecla Magazine Aug. 1981 issue

I write in connection with my note on “My Awakening”
publisbed in the above magazine of yours in August 1981 lssuc.
Unfortunately, my mention of Mr. P, R. Menon of Chembur in
the note, has created a mistaken impression and Mr Menon
receives many letters and telephone calls from Sai devotecs.
This mention is certainly not in the nature of an advertisement
for Mr Menon, but has limited reference to my experience,
Mr, Mcnon is a humble Sai devotee and shuns publicity of
any kind, He does not relish approaches to him by telephone
or through letters. Being a close friend of mine, I would like
to avoid any misconception among Sai devotees about Mr.
Menon. [ wish to correct such misconception and request that
devotees would kindly avoid contact with Mr. Menon on any
misinterpretation of my mention. The mention in my note was
in the context of my experience and thus not for publicity.

Will you please make an insertion in your next issuc in
order to correct any misconception in regard to Mr. Menon?

Thanking you very much
Yours in ‘humble Sai Service
K. B. Shanker Rao
Aug 19, 1981 61, Kokan Nagar, Mabhim Bombay 4000!6.

L - ll-._,.rw...,-

We pay our Homage to Late
Shri Divakar Purushottam
Bhalerao, Abhishek Pujari of

Shirdi Sansthan, who expired at
Pune on 7-6-1981.

Staff of
Shirdi Sansthan of Shri Sai Baba
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JUST RELEASED LIMITED COPIES

DATTATRAYA
(The Glory of the Diviue in Man)

The volume of articles (English) of great
Spiritual value, published to commemorate the
inanguration of Sai Baba Mandir at Vidyanagar,
containing thrilling accounts of the lives of great
Saints like Shri Sai Baba, Shri Akkalkot Maharaj,
Shri Gajanan Maharaj (Shegaon), Shri Dhuniwab
Dade [Khandwa], Hazrat Tajuddin Baba, Shri Siddha-
rudha (Hubli), Shri Raman Maharshi, Shri'Jagadguru
Shankaracharya (Shri Paramacharya of Kanchi), and
of living Saints like Shri Avadhuta Venkayah Swami,
Shri Mai Amma (Kangh Kumari) Profusely illustrated
with pictures of Mahatmas on art paper. 1/4th crown,
170 pages.

Price: Rs. 15/- Postage extra

Opinions :

“The publication came out very well and you can be
proud of it" — Tom Wood (USA)

“a well-produced and well-edited Souvenir which should
appeal to all those who have an interest in holy Company
or in the lives of Indian Saints"' — The Mountain Path

Note: For copies send Rs. 10/- as advance by M. O, to

SHIRDI SAI PUBLICATION

Vidyanagar-524 413, (Nellore Ut.) A.P.
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The Soul = The Eternal Traveller

While claiming to be on the spiritual path, we start with
day-to-day discipline, curbing bad tendencies and developing the
positive and noble qualities in us. While leading the life in such
a manner, our curiosity is aroused to study the lives of the many
Maha Avatars, whbich our Bharat Mata has given birth to.

The authors, who have written books on these saints, must
have taken enormous pains to collect facts and applying their
own taste and power of the pen, have today brought before us
a complete picture of these saints, putting us into deep thought.
These great saints, having lived a life of their own, have, with
foresight, and love for the Kaliyuga humanity, made principles
of philosophical life very simple and at the same time stressed
the value of human birth,

While pondering, we wonder to what capacity we can

} make use of this body, having come as human beings, hankering
for spiritual life. Our purpose is only to enrich this soul by
complete surrender to the guru. Practically all the saints utilised
this body only for the achievement of their goal. Even the great
Buddha, when He was on the verge of collapsing, just had
enough food to sustain this instrument, in order to attain Nirvana.

Duties of the Sai Devotee
Today, it is quite clear that Shri Sai Baba came to this
earth as the Kaliyuga Avatar, only to save us from being trapped
in the evils of today's society, It is already mentioned in the
puranas and Sai Satcharita, that God appears on earth whenever
there is adharma in order to re-establish rightecousness. Last
month, when we visited Tirupathi, in place of Lord Venkateswara,
in the Garbagriha I saw the beloved Shri Sai appear in the
Dwarkamayee pose, Tears poured from my eyes at this sight,
swhat to say brother devotees



42 SHRI 8AI LERLA OCTOBER-1881

It isa challenge to modern man to maintain the equilibrium
in this material world and yet preserve the richness of the soul,
Let us take the lesson of the crow, which keeps dropping pebbles,
one, by one, into the pot only to get that little water to the
surface. It is not tired, nor is it impatient. As human beings,
our efforts should be double to cultivate that little knowledge of
God and His creation. With age, we must progress in wisdom.

Today we are honoured and blessed to build temples and
become presidents on the platform which is agsin a rare oppor-
tunity. Is is not clear to brother devotees thatit is all the mercy
of the beloved Sai. What more do we want in this menacing
world? What is our worth but tor his grace? Loubly blessed
devotees, remember to maintain that “shishya bhav'" before our
Guru; only then are we sure to make progress and be conscious
enough to uttar Sai Ram at the end of our journey, Every 3ai
devotee should be careful enough to maintain their digaity with
limited speech and throw only light of love, patience and tolérance
wherever they are and in whatever circumstance they find
themselves. This Mai baap's worship is strictly to encourage for
further degree 1n spritual direction, and not for name, fame
or accumulation of wealth. Without fear abandon all worship
and hold on 1o His feet alone. Bearing this in mind, let us
make a trip to Shirdi the *“pavitra Tirtha,” (v breathe the pure
air that sucks the essence of His mortal remains and remain as
devotees and children of one family. Then we can claim to be
true bhaktas of the beloved master,

Today, there are a few devotees like Shri Chitnis at Delhy,
who 1s doing commendable work to propagate the worship of
Baba, by distributing free of charge, large numbir of Baba's
pictures and lockets, not only within Delhi but also into other
states, Certain drawbacks here and there are bound to occur,
which can be mended by a team of gevotees, under the abléa
management of Shri Kakre Saheb, Such a team can visit the
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various centres now and then aad give them sound advice,
if necessary,

The Sai Leela magazine is a spiritual food for a spiritual
sceker. Every month, we wait anxiously for heart-inspiring
recipes from enlightened souls. May Shri Sai Kaliyuga Rama's
temples turn to Ramrajya and not to Kurukshetra, and the
platforms of His worship become the Dharmakshetras, Once
more 1 bow to my Master, my eternal companion, Who is ever
watching and guiding the seeker with His love, ®

Sarojini Devarajulu
Ma Niketan 21/2 Aswini Datta Road
Calculta 700029, West Bengal

A story of a Divine Who lived on this planet with a mission
divine! On the Dassera of 1918 He merged Himself with
the Supreme ! A superb novel on Sai Baba of Shirdi

A MISSION DIVINE!

English Price Rs..45/-
ARSI 2@ G |

Marathi Price Rs. 3§/-
A book which maintains its same interest even on the 100th
reading, Postage Rs. 4/50 Each

PRASHANTI PRAKASHAN

5, Vasant Apartments, 47 Kastur Park, Shimpoli Road
Borivli (W), Bombay 400 092




Search The Best

In everything the grace of God is there,
Our goal should be to find it.
In every situation, the positive is there,
Our intention should be to see it.
In every problem, the answer is there,
Our responsibility is to trace it.
In every crisis, the reason is there,
Our challenge is to undersand it.
In every setback, the victory is there,
Our duty is to discover it,

In every person, the best is there,
Our job is to recognise it. *

Dr. Babaji, Delhi

Wise men follow the path of righteousness

A saint lived in a forest, doing no harm to any living
creature and respected even by wild animals: One day, while
in tapas, a tiger was sitting near him unnoticed. A hunter shot
an arrow at the tiger from a distance. It missed the aim and
pierced through the saint’s body, The tiger removed the arrow
from his body and licked the wound in its own f(ashion. The
saint was calm. The ferocious tiger rushed to the hunter and
brought him in its mouth before the saint. The saint said:
“Hunter, I love you becausc your arrow missed the tiger, I
shall, by mantra, make the tiger sleep and you run away",
“Thank you, Swami", said the hunter, “I am pow giving
up hunting”. By following the wise, we exalt ourselves and
the nation. »x

Saipadananda, Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji



JULY 1981
(Continued from September
1981 issue)

SHRDI

26. Shri Keshav Bapurao Bidwe, Sangamner 27. Shri Ashok
Damuanna Dalvi, Belapur 28. Shri Ravsaheb Deshmukh,
Amravati 29. Shri Mayesh Janardan Kulkarni, Pune 30. Miss,
Vijaya Nanasaheb Korate, Shirdi 31. Shri Devidas Vaghchoure,
Pune 32. Smt. Pramilabai Paithankar 33. Smt. Vimal Shirke,
Jalgaon 34. Shri Govind Keshav Sonavane, Shirur 35. Shri
Bhausaheb Govind Sonavane, Shirur 36. Shri Raghuveer Shantaram
Bbairav, Shirdi 37. Shrl Namdeo Nagu Bhoir, Navghar 38, Shri
Shahuram Bhosale, Bombay 39. Smt. Vijaya Bapurao Wani, Shirdi
40. Smt. Tilottama Devidas Deshpande, Junner 41. Shri Ravindra
Varhadkar, Bombay 42. Shri Raghunath Baburao Sandbhor, Pune
43. Mrs Kamal Ragunath Sandbhor, Pune 44. Shri Bandopant
Solapurkar, Pune 45, Shri Vasantrao Devlankar, Pune 46. Shri
Chandrashekar Gadgil, Puie 47. Shri Shivaram Bidwe, Sangamner
48. Shri Bhagwat Sailes 49. Shri Shirish Joshi, Dombivali 50.
Shri Shyamasunder Bheda, Sangamner 51. Shri Suryakant Seete,
Bombay 52, Smt. Leelawari Gujarathi, Shirdi 53, Shri Pundhk
Dagoji Wagh, Yewala 54, Shri Eshwar Pundiik Wagh, Yewala
55. Shr1 Shyamu Pundhik Wagh, Yewala 56 Shri Suml Wagh,
Yewala 57. Shri Dnyanoba Tatya Wadekar, Shirdi 58. Shri
Prakash Sadashiv Pawar, Fune 59. Shri Sadashivrao Jadhav,
Sangli 60, Shri Dayaneshwar Vaidya, Shirdi 61. Shri Rajabhai
Deshpande, Pune 62 Shri Madhukarrao Sonavane, Baroda 63. Shri
Mahadeo Tupe 64. Shri Rambhau Khaladkar, Pune 65. Shri
*Shyam Khaladkar, Pune 6t. Shri Sharad Khaladkar Pune 67.
Shri Manohar Lonkar, Pune 8. Shri Gangadhar Jadhav, Pune
69 Shri S. S. Sathe, Daund 70. Shri Dnyanoba Tatyaba Jadhav
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pune 71 Shri Chandrakant Adhav, Owner Mayur Brass Band,
Pune 72 Shri Ganpat Baraskar, Pune 73. Shri Shrawan Gaiakwad,
Pune 74 Shri Sadanand Godbole, Pune 75. Shri Parwata Kambie,
Pune 76. Shri Ashok Adhav, Puns 77, Shri Chandu Adhav, Pune
78, Shri Rajendra Adhav, Pune 79. Shri Rajaram Madhav, Pune
80. Shri Rajendra Dnyaneshwar, Pune 81, ShriIsak Shaikh, Pune
82, Shri Vijay Bende Pune 83, Shri Anil Adhav, Pune, 84. Shri
Rajookaka, Pune 85, Shri Munir Shaikh, Pune 86. Shri Nagesh
Gangadhar Diwakur, Pune 87, Shri Balasaheb Bidwe, Pune ¥8.
Shri Padmakar Bidwe, Pune 89. Shri Prasad Bidwe, Fume 90
Shri Chandrakant Lonkar, Pune 91. Shri Suresh Lonkar, Pune
92, Shri Sakharam Raghuji Gurav, Kopargaon 93. Shri Vasant
Damodar Rasane, Pune 04. Shri Dattatraya Damodar Rasane,
Pune 95- New Gandharwa Brass Band. Pune 96. Sou. Indumati
Krishnarao Kavishwar, Bombay 97. Shri Shashikant A. Dalvi,
Bombay 98, Shri Baravkar Brothers, Shirdi 99. Shri Suresh R.
Anjarlekar, Bombay 100. Shri Raghunath Nagre, Shirdi 101, Shri
Vilas R, Mahadik, Bombay 102, Shri Shyam Mirane, Shirdi 103.
Shri Vilas Paralkar, Bombay 104, Shri Chaturdhan Nagre, Shirdi
105. Dr. Vasantrao Deshpande, Pune 106. Mrs. Deshpande, -Pune
107. Shri Pradeep Tryambak Rasane, Ahmednagar. 108 Shri
Shiwaji Tukaram Dhumal, Shirdi 109, Sou. Anuradha Poudwal,
Bombay 110. Shri Narayan Vitthal Sutar, Acheeram: 111, Shri
Bhajani Mandal, Kachehiyana, Jabalpur 112. Shri Balasaheb
Kulkarni, Sawliwihir 113. Shri Amarendra Naidu, Guntakal 114,
Shri Dattu Shankar Ghungate, Khedalasunge,

Weather.- The weather at Shirdi was free from disease.
Because of the shortage of rain, the weather is not as cool as it
should have been. Some shortage of water is also felt and
hence the water supply is restricted and is done only during
some fixed hours.

AUGUST 1481

The rush of devotees, coming to Shirdi, in this month was
as usval Therefore no extra pressure was felt by the staff of the
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shirdi Sansthan while attending to the devotees,. However on
Sundays and holidays as well as on Thursdays the crowd used
to swell much. The following artists gave their various
programmes in the Samadhi Mandir during this month.

Keertan:- 1) Shri G. V. Joshishastri, Sansthan Singer 2) Shri
D. D. Rasane, Pune 3) Shri Sadashivbuwa Puramk, Alaodi,

Pravachan:~ 1) Shri Nivrittirao Gondkar, Shirdi 2) Shri
Raghunath K. Karkhanis, Pune,

Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Bhajan ete,

1) Shri Tulsidas Bhajan Mandali, Ulhasnagar 2) Shri Pujya
Gurudeo, Baitul 3) Shri Gajanan Prasadik Balmitra Bhajan
Mandali, Khardanda 4) Mrs. Malti M. Kulkarni, Kolhapur 5)
Shri Amit M. Kulkarni 6) Miss Ashwini M. Kulkarai 7) Shri
Kishor G. Deval, Baroda, 8) Shri Dariya Bhajani Mandal, Bombay
9) Sou. Sunanda B. Deshmukh 10) Shri Balchandra V. Deshmukh
11) Miss Yogini Deshmukh 12) Shri Shilpayatan Nritya Pathak,
Bombay 13) Shri Sudhakar N Kamtekar, Bombay 14) Shri Janesh
Y. Pandit, Bombay 15) Shri Anurag Shrivastav, Bombay 16) Shri
Manohar Rai, Dadar 17) Shri Appasaheb G. Page, Kolapewadi
18) Miss Vimaltar B, Shirke, Jalgaon 19) Swami Sapjayananda,
Badridham 20) Mrs. Meenabai Sanjayananda, Badridham 21)Mrs.
Sharayu S, Marathe, Shirdi 22) Bholanath Samel, Bombay 23)
shri Pareshkumar C, Desai, Surat,

Independence day:- On Saturday the 15th August 1981, the
national flag was hoisted at the auspicious hands of the €ourt
Receiver, Shri Kakresaheb at 8 a. m. in the morning pear the
pinnacle of the Samadhi Maodir. This programme was atteoded
by the staff of the Shirdi Sansthan, band troupe of the Sainath
High School, teachers of the High School, Homeguards, students
of the High School, prominent people from the Shirdi village,
Sai devotees and other guests, Tea was served to all, who were
present for the programme and sweets were distributed to the
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children, who attended the programme At night, eclectric
lighting was done on the Samadhi Mandir.

Shri Krishna Jayanti:- On Sarurday the 22nd August 198,
the programmes in the Samadhi Mandir took place as usual
duaing the day. From 9 p. m artists from the Shirdi village
and the artists from the Shirdi Sansthan gave their programmes
of vocal music, instrumental music etc. From 10,30 to 1.2
midnight Sansthan Singer, Shri G. V. Joshishastri performed
keertan on the birth of Shri Krishna. The Shejarati was sung
thereafter and teertha and prased were distributed to the people,
who attended the keertan and the usarti. [lectric lighting was
done on the Samadhi Mandir on that day, On the next day
(23-8-81) in the morning Gopalkala keertan was performed by
Shri G. V. Joshishastri and after that the Dahihandi programme
took place. At night the Chariot of Shri Sai Baba wus taken in
procession through the Shirdi village and the Shejarati was
sung after return of procession of the chariot from the Shird: Village.

W eather:i- The weather at Shirdi was quite healthy.
There was no epidemic or any other illness in the willage, The
rainfall so far is below average and therefore shortage of water
is feit, *®

i Tl T e ™ |

Request to Subscribers

It is noticed that while remitting their subscription,
the subscribers are forwarding cheques drawn in the
personal - name of the Editor or the Executive Editors.
As such cheques cannot be accepted and are therefore
required to be returned. the subscribers are requested
to always draw their cheques only in the name ot ‘'The
Shirdi Sansthan of Shri -ai Baba" in order to avoi?
unnecessary correspondence, — Editor
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Publications of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi

Shri Sai Satcharita (Marathi) Rs. 22.00 1

1,

2. Shri Sai Satcharita (English) Rs. 12.50 3
3. Shriy Sai Satcharita (Gujrati) Under Print 3
4, Shri Sai Satcharita (Hindi) Rs. 12,00 ¢
5. Shri Sai Satcharita (Kanarese) Rs. 8.00 3
6. Shri Sai Baba Jeevitacharitram (Telugu) Rs. 12,00 3
7. do do (Sindhi) Rs. 10.00 3
8. Gujarati Pothi (Sharananand) Rs. 5.50 §
9. Shri Sainath Stawanmanjiri & Sumananjali Rs. 0.30 I
10. do do (Gujarati) Rs. 0.30 3

11, Four Adhyayas by Dasganu (Marathi) Under Print §
12, Sagoonopasana (Marathi) 13, (Gujrati) 14, (Telugu) 3

Re. 0.50 Re. 0.50 Rs. 200 3
15. Shri Sai Baba of Shird: by Pradhan Under Print 3
16. Sai Leelamrit Marathi 17, Hindi 18. Guarati
Rs. 6,00 Rs. 5.50 Rs 4.25 .
19. Sai Baba in Pictures Rs. 2.75 %
20. Shri Sai Baba Awatarkarya (A. Y. Dhond) Under Print ¢
21, Mulanehe Sai Baba (Marathi) Rs. 1.25 3
22. Children's Sai Baba (Gujarati) 1.00 23. (Eng) Rs, 175 §
24. do do (Telugu) Rs. 1.50 25. (Hindi) 1.75 3
26. Sai Keertanmala (Marathi) Rs. 0.75 5
27. Sai The Superman by Sai Sharananand Rs. 5.25 2
28. Guide to Shirdi (English) 29.(Marathi) 30. (Gujarati) f
Re, 1.00 Re. 1.00 Rs. 1 50

31. The Great Saint Shri Sa: Baba (Mar) -/50 32, (Eng.) 0.50 %
33, Sai Baba of Shirdi by Perin S. Bharucha Rs. 5.00 §
34. Rudradhyaya Re. 0.60 3
35, Marathi Brochure Re 0,50 %

36. Keertan Panchak Re. 0.50
Available at := 1. Receiver, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, X
P. O. Shirdi, Dist. Ahmednagar. ;

2. Sai Niketan, 804.B, Dr. Ambedkar Rd,
Dadar, Bombay - 400 014,
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THREE COLOURED

ASHIRVAD PHOTOS

Size Price Size Price
14"x20" Rs. [1-50 5“x10” Rs. 0-50
10“x14* Rs, 1-00 21"x34” Rs, 0.20

43"x51” Rs  0-30

Photos from the Blocks by Shri D. D. Neroy

Particulars Colour Size (Inches) Price
1. Baba Sitting on Stone Three-Coloured 14x20 1-50
2. - Black & White 14x20 1-50
3, > Coloured 10x14 1-00
4. Baba in Dwarkamai Three-Coloured 14x20 1-00
5. 2 - 10x14 0-75 I
6. Shirdi Darshan (66 Photos) 4-30
7. Murti Photo Coloured 10x14 1-00
8. i __ 8x10 0-50

Available at -

1. Receiver Shri Sai Baba Sansthan P. O, Shirdi,
Tal. Kopargaon, Dist. Ahmednagar

2. “Sai Niketan” 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Road, Dadar,
Bombay-400014

Prmted byL B. Mahrankar at Maratha Prmtmg Pruu
Naigaum X Road, Dadar. Bombay 400-014,

Published by Shri K. H. Kakre, Sai Niketan 804-B,
Dr. Ambedkar Rd, Dadar, Bombay.400 014



