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We wish all our readers, contributors, advertisers,
well-wishers and all other Sai devotees a Happy Diwali

and a Prosperous New Year.
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A GREAT SAINT

Last month (October 1980) the Punyatithi festival of Shri
Sai Baba was celebrated at Shirdi from 18-10-80 to 21-10-80.
Punyatithi is the day on which a saint enters into Mahasamadhi.
Usually the dates of birth of Gods like Rama, Krishna, Datta
etc. are celebrated every year; but we celebrate the Punyatithi of
Shri Sai Baba, - perhaps obviously because his birth day is not
known and because his day of Mahasamadhi is known for
certain. Normally people are jubilant at the birth of a person
and they are quite sorrowful at the passing away of a person.
Time is supposed to be the healer of pain occuring due to the
passing away of a person. Shri Sai Baba entered into Mahasamadhi
in 1918. It is now sixtytwo years since that event took place.
Most of us know Shri Sai Baba through His paintings, statues,
portraits and photographs. Hence our feelings towards Him are
of the type that we have for other gods, who were living long
ago and whom we have not seen in flesh and blood; but if we
refer to Sai Satcharita what do we find? The persons, who were
staving at Shirdi at the time of the Mahasamadhi of Shri Sai
Baba, were so sorry that they felt as if they lost their very near
kith and kin It will be worthwhile  noting the following extract
from Shri Sai Satcharita, which describes in detail the scene at
Shirdi at the time of the Mahasamadhi of Shri Sai Baba,

“The news of Baba’s passing away spread like wild fire in
the village of Shirdi and all people, men, women and children
ran to the masjid and began to mourn that loss in various ways.
Some cried out loudly, some wallowed in the streets and some fell
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down senseless. Tears ran down from the eyes of all and every
one was smitten with sorrow.” Page 236, Sai Satcharita, 9th
edition, 1980.) -

The reaction of the persons, who had seen Shri Sai Baba in
flesh and blood, who were blessed by Him, who had the good
fortune to talk to Him was as stated in the above extract. The
Punyatithi has now become an annual ritual and hence we
celebrate it as a festival by remembering Shri Baba in various
ways, by taking out his Palkhi and Rath and by reading Sai
Satcharita continuously for twentyfour hours. The greatness of
Shri Sai Baba lies in this celebration in the: first instance; because
His Punyatithi is being celebrated even after 62 years and the
number of devotees attending the festival is increasing, by leaps
and bounds, every year.

In this world there are many yogis and saints, who attain
a very high degree of spiritual level; but many of them remain
in secluded places and use their spiritual attainments only for
their own uplift; but there are some saints, who remain among
the masses and work for their good and their uplift. Shri Sai
Baba was such a saint, who confined Himself to Shirdi and its
environments and only thought of the wellbeing of His devotees.
Shri Sai Baba did this not only when he was alive; but he has
continued His mission of blessing His.devotees for the last sixty
two years, even after His Mahasamadhi. *Even though I will
cast this mortal body, still my bones will be speaking to you
through my tomb and | will be coming to the help of
my devotees, whenever they call me.”  The devotees
of Shri Sai Baba often experience the truth of the aforesaid
assurance, said to have been given by Him to his devotees. Shri
Baba is also appearing before so many ardent devotees in their
dreams and in person, in various form, as can be seen from the
number of experiences, that are being published in this magazine
every month. There is a saying in Marathi ¢ gm=q F=n

gar=a fayfa | g *=fadt eF ” which means that the saints
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saints live in this world only for the well-being of the world and
take all sorts of trouble to oblige others. Shri sai Baba fits in
properly in this description of a saint and hence his greatness
as a saint is also seen in His obliging nature.

One more aspect of the greatness of Shri Sai Baba lies in
his practical advice. Many people advise others to observe fast
for attaining God. It is another thing to observe fast for fighting
indigestion in order to aid the medicine; but it was the opinion
of Shri Sai Baba, “God is not attained on an empty stomach;
first the soul was to be appeased’’ (page 177 of Sai Satcharita,
Chapter 32, Nineth Edition 1980) In this Chapter the story of
Mrs. Gokhale has been described at length in which the disapproval
of Shri Baba for fasting is clearly brought out. Shri Baba knew very
well that on an empty stomach the person is all along thinking
about food. He cannot therefore possibly concentrate on God
under such conditions and hence Shri Baba gave a practical advice
to everybody, which was within his reach. The greatness of Shri
Baba thus lies in giving a very practical advice which was possible
for everyone to follow.

Another greatness of Shri Sai Baba is this that he never
advised any one to renounce his family life, The usual advice of
many saints is to leave away worldly life, renounce family life,
as in their opinion concentration on God is only possible after
that, but the advice of Shri Sai Baba was contrary to this. He
wanted his devotees to live the worldly life happily. In this
respect, he can be compared with Saint Ramdas, who lived in
the seventeenth century. Most of the saints, who lived in
Maharashtra prior to Saint Ramdas, advised people that this
worldly life, is futile and therefore they must renounce this
worldly life if they have to go on a journey in search of God.
This sort of an advice, which was hammered on the heads of the
people for centuries, made them lose their interest in worldly
life. That ultimately had an adverse effect on the nation, People
became fatalists and the nation became a slave of others. Io
order, therefore, to bring people to their senses, Saint Ramdas
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advised them to first of all pay full attention to their proper
duty as members of their family, This was quite a practical
viewpoint. It is alright to advise people to renounce the worldly
life; but we have also to see how many people can do it. An
advice should be given to the devotees which they can bring into
practice and herein lies the real greatness of a Guru. If such an
advice, which goes quite over the heads of his disciples, is given
by a Guru, he might be considered quite great for sometime,
because the advice is inaccessible to the disciples; but in the long
run the disciples will remain wherever they are. They will not
be able to progress in any way by the advice of the Guru and
very soon forget the Guru; but when a Guru gives an advice
which his devotees are able to follow, then that Guru is always
followed bYy them, Shri Sai Baba therefore told all his devotees
to think of Him and God while doing their normal duties in
this world. He also promised that his devotees will not necd
anything in this life, They will get enough food and clothing and
enough prosperity in this life. This assurance was a great solace
to the devotees which made them devote their life to Shri Baba,

In this month Diwali is coming and all Sai devotees will be
celebrating it happily. The position of sugar is not satisfactory
this year and its acute shortage may not have the usual sweetness
to this festival; but the satisfaction that they will get in their minds
due to their concentration on Shri Sai Baba will help them to
overcome their practical wants and difficulties. Ultimately the
believers in God feel that they have to live according to the wish
of God and they also believe that whatever the God does, is for
their ultimate good, Hence when we remember Shri Sai Baba
in this festival, we may say that it is his wish that unlike many
past Diwali festivals, we should celebrate this festival with a
short supply of sugar. If we think in this fashion and have full
hope to see better days in future with the grace of Shri Sai Baba,
we shall surely ‘be able to celebrate the coming Diwali festival 1n

a jubilant mood. We therefore wish all Sai ucvotees to acquie
B
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thiss mood and wish all our readers, contributors, advertisers,
well-wishers and all other Sai deyotees a happy Diwali and g
prosperous new year with the grace of Shri Sai Baba, the great
saint and guarding spirit of Shirdi.

Sai, OQur Eternal Truth

Shri Sai is our eternal truth,
So without doubt march forth,
Banish your worries, hear his holy stories.

Keep off your burden, on his shoulder.

Your heart will lighten, your life will brighten.

Walk with new vision, dropping off your illusion.

‘He is the anchor, in the deep sea of life.

He is the guide and comforter, who will wipe your tears.
His footsteps you follow, he isthe hope of morrow.
Your life journey, will then turn into sweet honey.
With faith, march forth, because He is our eternal faith,

K. Sitaraman

Al/3 Mabhindra Nagar, Haji Bapu Road,
Malad (Eafst}. Bombay 400 064



Bhagwan Dattatreya's Sixteen Avatars
By Shri S. N. Huddar

(Continued from October 1980 issue)

TWELFTH AVATAR, ADIGURU

Shri Datta advised Alark, the son of Madalsa., While ruling
as a king, Alark was engrossed in the worldly pleasurés. Dnyani
Subahu, his elder brother, thought that Alark was :wasting away
his life as dogs and cats do in enjoyment of passions. He
intended to awaken him spiritually. He therefore came to his city
and asked for his share in the kingdom. When it was refused, he
sought the help of Kashi Raja and attacked and besieged his city.
Consequently the provisions coming in the city were stopped.
Due to this, the subjects could not get food grains and they
began to suffer from hunger. Alark was dejectedito see this, His
mother, Madalasa, had told him to see her letter of advice,
placed in the box in times of calamity. He left the city, entered
a forest and next morning opened the box and saw his dear
mother’s letter. It was said in it that in times of adversity, one
Yhould forsake all and have the company of a saint and think
of salvation, He should go to Shri Datta at Mahurgad for
spiritual guidance. This Avatar appeared on Ashadh Shuddha 15
on Tuesday, in the first prahar, on first muhurt,

Alark went to Mahur, surrendered to Shri Datta and
narrated his misery, Shri Datta placed his palm on his head
and asked, ‘‘Where is your misery? Just think who you are”
Only due to this one question, Alark began to think of himself.
His ignorance was wiped off and his ego and greed also vanished.
The feeling of enmity was extinct.

THIRTEENTH AVATAR, SHIVA GURU DATTATREYA.

Pingalnag, a pious Brahmin knowing Vedashastra lived at
Mahur. He saw a lustrous youth under a black awala tree.
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The youth had ‘a naked young woman. He knew Vedas, Pingalnag
asked him, “Who are you? You do not look to be pious; but
you say Vedas. You have not the ‘dand’ of a Brahmachari.
Agnihotra of a Grihastha. Your age is not due for proceeding
to Vanprastha, You have not also the dand and Kamandalu of
a Sannyasin Then which is your ashram?'* The youth said, **All
the universe is Atmaroop. Mine is the fifth ashram, who sees
Atma everywhere,"”

Pingalnag recognised him as Shri Dattatreya, the son of
Ansuya and so bowed to him humbly and prayed to bless him
and give proper advice,

This Avatar appeared on Shravan Shudda 8, Monday.

FOURTEENTH AVATAR, DEVDEVESHWAR

Shri Datta roamed from the south of Narmada to Mahurin
the forest, He bathed in rivers, lakes, at holy places and gave
darshan to Rushi~Munis. This region was full of black awala
trees and so it was called “Krishnamalaki Tirth””> The Gods,
Brahmadeo, Shatanand, son of Goutam had come and seen
Shri Datta here,

This Avatar appeared on Bhadrapad Shuddha 14, Friday
Shattarka Nakshatra in the first prahar of the day.

FIFTEENTH AVATAR DIGAMBAR

This Avatar took place on Ashwin Shuddha FPoornima,
Wednesday, Ashwini Nakshtra, at sunrise.

In this avatar Shri Datta blessed Yadu of Somvansh and
Pralhad, son of Kayadhu.

When Yadu Raja was wandering in the forest in the Kaveri
region, he saw a Digambar Avadhoot, He prostrated before him
and said, *“You are young, lustrous and healthy and then why
do you stay in such a desolate forest and yet you are joyful and
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carefree.’” Digambar Avadhoot said,” [ have acquired 24 gurus
from nature and learnt lessons of different types from them. Thus
I have acquired vivek, vairagya, peace of mind and contentment,

AVADHOOTA'S 24 GURUS

| learnt forgiveness and the quality of favouring others from
the Earth and mountains. Pran or Vayu is still It is not attached
to anything. Our Atma 1is like the sky, which pervades all yet
it is aloof. Cleanliness and sweetness are learnt from water. |
took brightness from fire.  The Moon shows that Atma is
devoid of increase and decrease. The Sun takes away the water
from the earth by his rays and returns the same to the earth in
the form of rain. Similarly one should give what one acquires
and not hoard _it.

Intense love is undesirable, is known by me from a Kapoti
who loved her kitten and fell in the trap of a hunter. One
should be cunt;qted with what is obtained easily, is learpt from
a !afg’c seryc_nf.i'p

An ocean does not inciease in rains and-does not decrease, -
duering sammer,;: but it is deep and uanfathomable: A ‘han should™
live-a life similafly. - Patang -iffsect leaps On-the flame”and -burns™
itself. So by being engrossed: in’passions, ene should mot rwin-
oneself, Black bee enters a flower &nd suctumbs when the patald®+
of the flower are closed. Honeybees hoard precious honey in
honey-comb: -but it is: takems.away- by other, persons.. 8o one
should not hoard. An ecleplidnt chases & .she. elephant and falls
in .a ditech. ‘So lust for a femule is wndesirable: - A deer-ig~
attracted by good ginging and.falls a prey tosthe ariow ofa huntem=*
So-one should not be after adesire or a habit: Pingla, a prostituigss
kept awake in«the-night longing to get-a rich costumer:amd” his*
money,  but being. disappointed - at - last, she repesited ‘amd*
cancentrated™ on - God. Titwa bird held awpiece of, #lesh sinv.its >
béak and: other. birds atiacked it 1o-get. the pigée but.when i’
threw the . piece of flesh, sit--was happy. Aechild alter xdrinking -
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the mother’s milk rests on the ground and plays by itself. It
has no anxiety of any kind. Similarly I also live carefree. A
Kumari was beating paddy for the food of the guests; but the
bangles, around her arms, made noise. So she put only one
bangle around each wrist and did her work smoothly. There is
no strife if one lives singly, A serpent lives in a hole in the
ground away from the society due to fear. So one should live in
the forest for meditation. A fish is tempted by the eatable
attached to the fish-hook and is caught by the fisherman. A
blacksmith concentrates his mind when sharpening the end of an
arrow. So in meditation, one should have the concentration of
mind. Larva of a kumari bird always thinks about kumari bird
and becomes kumari in course of time, Similarly one should
concentrate on Brahma. A spider prepares a net of fibre and
remains in it and at last assimilates the fibres in itself and
remains alone,

“Brahma begets the universe, which is ultimately immersed in
4he Brahma [ learnt vairagya from my body itself O Raja, you also
sco the nature and get enlightened and think of Brahma and you
will be free from all miseries and shall be happy.” Yadu was
much pleased to listen all this. He prostrated before Shri Datta.
The dynasty of Yadu prospered in later time Shrikrishna, a
- purnavatatr of Shri Vishnu, was born in this dynasty.

Pralhad was also blessed by Shri Datta in this avatar. After
the death of Hiranyakashyapu, Pralhad’s thread ceremoney was
“performed by Shukra and he was enthroned as Raja. He ruled
his country for thousands of years very efficiently as a most
popular king; but he could not have peace of mind being void
of Brahmadnyan. So boe roamed in the Kaveri regions in a
dejected mood. He perceived a lustrous Awadhoot, lying on the
ground. His body was covered by dust. Pralhad bowed to him
aod said, “How can you live in such a dense forest quite hail
and bhoarty and comtented.” Shri Datta told about some of the
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24 Gurus and the lessons learnt from them, Pralhad was fully
satisfied and got enlightenad. ' :

SIXTEENTH AVATAR,
SHRIKRISHNA SHYAM KAMALNAYAN

This Avatar took place on Kartik Shudda 12, Wednesday,
Revati Nakshatra at sunrice. Shri Datta had different avatars
as Yogiraj, Atrivarad etc. and advised his davotees with dnyan,
bhakti, vairagya, eight fold Yoga sadhana etc. Bhagwan Shri
Datta was lying on the bed of Dnyan and was engrossed in yoga
At that time, some devotees and disciples came to see him, Shri
Datta appeared pleasant and in the form of Sat Chit |lasting and
lustrous). Shri Datta said, *“Having studied all the shastras, I
tell you the real essence. Practising it you will soon get salvation.
Vedic dharma 1is ever lasting. Veda is at its root, hence dharma
has prominence and lasting status, | am ‘Datta’ not only for
Atri, but I give myself to all those who have unprejudiced
.devotion for me. I give sayujyata (i. e. immersion in myself)
to such devotees.”




Shirdi Ke:Sai Bﬁbé

If 1 remember right, in the year 1977, the film  Shirdi Ke
Sai Baba ‘was produced and presented by the famous cine actor
Manoj Kumar throughout India. At that time I was in
Kumbakonam, a suburban town 320 K.M. from the city of
Madras, This place is full of Tamilians and Hindi is not a
known language. Therefore nobody knows here about the film
Shirdi Ke Sai Baba. Sometime after it, my son Sainath told me
that he saw in a wrapper paper bundled over the washed clothes
in a laundry, the picture of Sai Baba and an advertisement
regarding a film about Him. Immediately I became inquisitive
and asked him to try for that wrapper. Fortunately the next
day he brought the wrapper paper *“Film Screen” of
Northern India. It contained a full sheet information about the
film *Shirdi Ke Sai Baba” produced by Sarla Charities and
presented by the famous cine idol Manoj Kumar with the details
of actors etc. %

On reading the aforesaid information, ‘I decided to see that
film. I know that it will not be screened in our parts, but only
in a metropolitan city like Madras. I was very much anxious
to see the film. The thought was predominant in my mind* At
that time 1 got an opportunity to go to Madras. [ received a
telegram from my friend asking me to bring my daughter
to Madras for meeting the groom, which is a custom in these
parts before -the marriage alliance is settled, I went to Madras
and immediately I enquired about the film. They told me that
the film had been screened in many important theatres, aund it is
on the last leg of departure from Madras and may be being now
scrcened only in a remote theatre,

At last I found that it was screened in Minerva Theatre in
George Town, In the evening I went in time to the theatre and
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was_in the queué. We were waiting for a long time; but
unfortunately there ' was no power supply in that area. The
theatre had no generator. My heart sunk to a great extent and
I- felt depressed. My position was like the slip between the cup
and the lip. It was getting late and there was no sign of the
power supply. The crowd began to melt, I was greatly worried,
I started praying to Baba that I have come from a long distance
to see Him and why I bave been disappointed. Then I decided
to move with a heavy heart, as it was 7-30 p.m.; but look at
Baba’s play. As I moved a little distance from the queue
from the theatre, suddenly [ found that lights were on in the
adjacent buildings. I again ran to the counter and tickets were
issued to those that were present at that time. I went inside,
I saw the film to my heart’s content and was immensely happy,
It was to be screened only for a day more, The next day I
did not like the bridegroom. [ was not at'a loss to visit Madras
incurring expenses, for I had seen the film Shirdi Ke,Sai Baba,
which is worth more than anything, Baba made me run to
Madras on some excuse or other to see Him.,

If I had not seen the film then, I would not have been
able to see the film uptil now as there is no chance for me to
see. the film here. Patience (NISHTA) _paid me. Baba will definitely
fulfill the desires of his devotees, if they are genuine,

R. Subrahmanian
.91. Ayyengar Street, Kumbakonam 612001 (Tamilnadu)

g



How | Became A Sai Devotee

The saying of Baba that he would draw His devotee even
if he is thousands of miles way is true to the knowledge of many
a devotee of Sadguru Sai Baba. I want to let the readers of
Sai Leela know about my experience in this respect and also
how | became a Sai devotee. | 3 '

I have never been introduced to Sai Baba by anybody in
this life. With humility, I feel that I must have been in contact
with his Holy feet during many janmas (lives) of the past as in
the case with many others. While I was studying in second
year B A. in 1959, 1 bought a photo of Baba from some shop
in Anantapur and used to worship it along with the photo of
Lord Venkateswara of Tirupathi, I never knew that the photo
was 'of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi, But I thought it to be the
photo of some Baba, whose Urus is celebrated in Kadiri, my
native Taluk of Anantapur Dist, where I studied upto S5.S.L,C
Thinking that Kadiri Baba’s photo is available at Anatapur, which
is a district Head quarters, 64 Kms. away from Kadiri, I felt
much enthusiasm to worship the photo. [ used to pray for very
small things, purely materialistic, and every wish of mine used
to be fulfilled, As there was no name superscribed under the
photo, I never knew that it was the photo of Lord Sai Baba of
Shirdi, Besides this, though I was nearer to Puttaparthi, the
name of which was never known to me in any detail nor I was
.aware of the advent of Shri Sathya Sai Baba My mind was
satisfied with the thought that the photo was of Kadiri Baba
and as all my wishes used to be fulfilled, I did not care to
know further.

" In 1960 April, 1 left the college at Anantapur and moved to
Hyderabad for further studies. There I completely discarded
the worship of any deity. I never visited any temple. There I
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joined as a teacher in a Covent School upto 1962. In 1962
November [ moved to Calcutta area after being selected as a
Traffic Apprentice in South Easern Railway. Though [ stayed
at several places in the north, [ never thought of the small photo
of Baba till 1966, when I was at Bandemurda. One day in the
market of Rourkela, | observed the photo of Kadiri Baba, with
a superinscription underncath the photo as Sai Baba, Immediately
I purchased the photo and kept it in my room_ One day, the
Chief Yard Master of Bandemurda, Mr. Mishra, was very harsh
to me unnecessarilyy My mind was very unhappy. The
availability of Baba's photo with me reminded me of the old
days, when [ used to pray to Baba and get all my desires
fulfilled. | prayed to make the Chief Yard Master, friendly to
me. Next day,. without my desire to meet him, the CYM sent
word for me and really hugged me with affection, Thereafter
he treatcd me very affectionately, Henceforth I decided not to
discontinue the worship of Baba's photo. Innumerable prayers
of mine have been answered by Baba singe then.

As the time passed, [ was getting much attached to Baba
(Kadiri Baba). Strangely enough 1 never came into contact
with any Sai devotee, who could enlighten me about Baba's life
history at Shirdi etc, and I also did not have any eagerness to
know about it as I was confident that the photo was only of
Kadiri Baba.

In 1968 my mother’s health was in deteriorating condition.
Il was very much worried for being away from my parents. |
used to pray to Baba to bless me with a transfer to South Central
Railway, so that, [ can be near my parents. Then the events
happned in such a way, that I got my transfer to Hubli Division
of South Central Railway in 1968 June, After reporting at Hubli, |
was posted at Miraj, where I joined on the 20th June 1968 or so.

In July, I was alloted quarters near the railway station.
The quarters were vacated by Shri Gadre, who retired and whose
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name I cannot forget. He told me one day in the morning tha
he had removed all hls belongmgs and I could see the ‘house for
any pnsmble repairs. Then I followed along with him. Whep
I entered the house along with Shri Gadre. I noticed the photo
of Shri Baba, Ewdcntly thuugh all other bamngmgs were removed,
he had frogotten to remove Baba s photo which he hung ‘on the
Irlght side corner of the dour I was simply amazed to note
that my Kadiri Baba s alreatiy in the house ahead of me. As
1 stuod 100kmg earnestly at the photn. Mr, Gad re be:gam to tell
me about Shri Sai Baba uj‘ Shlrdi and the neares‘t rolife is via
Poona After gettmg snme detalls fmm hlm, in regard ‘to the

‘way to Shirdi, I decided fo, make my malden trlp to Shird: along
with my wife aﬁter marnage whmh was flxed on 18-8-68. "

In November 1968, I- mada my flfﬁt trip to Shll‘dl.- 1 went
to ‘Poona by “train’ and ffom there by train and bus ta Shirdi,
When I enteréd into Samadhi Mandir there, I ‘was - much
overwhelmed with emotion . and my eyes were filled with tears.
Though I was worshipping ' Baba, [- did- not know fer nearly ¥
years that Baba’s Mahasamadhi is at Shirdi., When I introspect,
N f-.:cl that, I must have been connected ‘with this Kahyugi
Avatar. alung with uther brutl‘ler dcvmees even in prevmus lives.
'Later on the hniy books like Shr; Sai Satcharita and Shri B. V
‘Narasimha Swami's 4 volumes of the life history of Shri Sai
Baba made me aware of many more leelas of Baba. *

P. Annnta Reddy
Statmn Mastcr South Ccntral leway, Hospet,
Bellary, Karnataka,




SAINT GADGEMAHARA|
By Dr.”S. D. Parchure M. A_.,:Ph.l D.
" ( Continued from Octobyr 1080 issue )

In the year 1945, Shri Maharaj was at Pune, when three:
thousand rupees were to be sent urgently to Shri Jangliram
Thakur at Bombay. . The . cash. was given to Shri Vishwanath
Wach, who .was available on the spot, for taking it to Bombay.
While handing over the cash Shri Maharaj told Shri Wagh, “This
is the public money, which is given to you, Please be careful
during your journey Otherwise you will sleep on the way and
make complete chaos.” Shri Wagh started by the night passenger
and finding enough space available in the train, he stretched
himself on a bench and was fast asleep. He awakened at
Kalyan early mun!iing and found that Shri Maharaj was sitting
on the bench by his side! On seeing Shri Maharaj there, Shri
Wagh felt ashamed, Seeing that Shri Wagh has awakened, Shri
Maharaj asked him, “Well Sir, is your sleep over?”’ Shri Wagh
replied, **No sir, I just had a little nap",

On hearing that, Shri Maharaj said, ‘‘this is a nap then
how will be the sleep? | am sitting by your side for the whole
night, but you are not at all aware of my presence. Is this the
way in which you do y.ur work? You are really a very
clever person”

Inspite of the instructions given to him, Shri Maharaj knew
that Shii Wagh would :leep jn the train and hence he followed
Shri Wagh and kept watch over him for the whole of the night.
Shri Maharaj cared for the public money so much,and took every
care to see that not a pice of that money was wasted or _lost.

* * * _ L

Alokabai, the daughter of . Shri ‘Maharaj, -had " ﬁerf‘-ﬁ'rst
confinement- :at Murtijapur, . ‘Shri Shankarrao - Vanjari ~was - at
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Murtijapur at that time. According to the custom, a lady whose
delivery takes place is fed with some nourishing food. Hence
Shankarrao :prepared ladus of dates, gum, coconut etc, in ghee
and gave them to Alokabai with instructions to keep the fact
secret from Shri Mabaraj. If inspite of that, he would somehow
come to know about it, his name should not at least be given
as the person, who gave those ladus.

Inspite of taking all these precautions, when Shri Maharaj
came to Murtijapur he entered the hut of Alokabai and came
across the tin containing the ladus. He immediately took out all
the ladus and distributed them to the children in the students’
hostel. After enquiries he also came to know that these ladus
were given to Alokabai by Shri Vanjari. So he called him and
said, “Who asked you to do this? In the keertan you will tell
after beating the drum that I gave to the daughter of Shri Gadge
Maharaj ladus worth twentyfive rupees Then what will happen?
All will blame me and call me a hypocrite. Don’t do such a taing
in future which will bring me into trouble.””

* £ ¥ E

Shri Maharaj led a very simple life and observed certain
principles. He also wanted his tollowers to observe them. Therefore
when he found that somebody behaved a little out of the way,
he reprimanded him and made him conscious of the adverse
effects of his behaviour.

In 1951, Shri Maharaj had gone to the village, named
Chandori, in Bidar District for a keertan programme. Shri
Shreeram Kiravlekar, who called himself as the follower of Shri
Maharaji went to that village on the previous day. The Patil of
the village welcomed him and served him the dinner on a dining
stool. - He also gave him a comfortable mattress to sleep upon
Next day when Shri Maharaj went to the village, he sat down
under a tree near the village Immediately people started gathering
around him. The son of the Patil, who came there, introduced
himself and told in detail how arrangements were made for Shri
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Kirjavlekar and how he was made comfortable at his house. In
the meanwhile Shri Kirjavlekar himself came there. Shri
Mabaraj made him sit by his side and just asked, “Tell me if
it would look nice for a man who only wares a loin cloth and
who calls himself to be my follower, to have lunch comfortably
on a dining stool?”” Then people who had gathered around said
in one voice, “No”. Simlarly they also replied in the negative
when Shri Mabaraj put a further question, “‘Sleeping on a soft
and comfortable mattress?"’

The crowed was then under the control of Shri Maharaj.
Hence bhe started speaking further, ** If tomorrow the Buwa sits
for a lunch alongwith his followers on a dining stool and in the
meanwhile if the son-in-law of the Patil turnos up, then who will
have to get up?”

“Of Course, Buwa will have to get up'’ replied the crowd.
Shri Maharaj then said that this would amount to nothing else
but the disrespect of the Buwa and asked a further question, “If
during that period a theft takes place in the house of the Patil,
then who will be caught?”’

To this question the crowd again gave a spontaneous reply,
“Buwa will be caught.”

Shri Maharaj said further, **people will unnecessarily say
that the followers of Shri Gadgebuwa are thieves,”

Thinking that he had sufficiently reprimanded Shri Kirjav-
lekar, Shri Maharaj spoke to him in soft voice, ‘*“Remember we
must behave in such a manner that we should be above reproach.
We should not behave out of the way and violate the principles
laid down by us. Saint Kabir has given very clear instructions
in this respect as follows:~

Gt sFrg B HE A A T3
Gl #a 9I® N A A 43 |
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The meaning of the above verse is, “'Ynu should sit at sugc),
"a place from which no one will ask you to get up. You should
speak only such words, which no one can call as false "

Shri Maharaj did not like thai anyone, who called himself
as his follower, should let him down and for impressing this
fact upon his followers, he always had appropriate quotations
ready with him as will be seen from the above incident,

* ® * *

Shri Kalaskar was a follower of Shri Maharaj. He was
associated with him for many years Sometimes Shri Mahara;
was very strict in his behaviour. He criticised people very
severely., He advised them to behave properly. Kalaskar could
not understand these words in proper perspective, He could
not see the noble and soft mind behind this harsh talk and
behaviour. So once in a letter, written by him to Smt, Mirabai
Shirkar at the Pandharpur address, he wrote, “‘Shri Maharaj is
wicked by nature. He is following the tactics of the British in
behaving with his followers.”” As the address written on the
letter was incorrect, it went to the dead-letter office and from
‘there it was sent back to the sender at the Pune address, Shri
Maharaj happened to be at Pune through coincidance. Because
of the curjesity he got the letter read and on knowing its con-
tents, he kept it with himself and instructed everyone, Who Was
present there, not to speak about it to Shri Kalaskar. Shri Maharaj
got made twelve copies of the letter and went to Pandharpur

After fifteen days, Shr: Maharaj returned to Pune and called
all the people to sit around him. He then gave a copy of the
above letter to everyone and said, ‘“Please read out the con-
tents of the letter,”  When the letter was read out, all people
directed - their -angry looks towards Kalaskar and Shri Mahara]
said, ‘‘1 may sometimes be going wrong; but nobody had so far
accused me of behaving like the British Government.””

After hearing these words of Shri Maharaj, all kept quiet.
Nobody knew what to speak. Shri Kalaskar, who was in the
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_gathering, slowly got up, removed his head-dress and said in a
repentant tone, I am very sorry for what [ wrote in my fury.
In order to atone for that I request that everyone of you should
give me five slaps each with your foot-wear. That will perhaps
be the proper punishment for my misbehaviour "

When Shri maharaj heard these words of repentence from
Shri Kalaskar, his wrath melted away. He embraced Shri Kalaskar
and told him with the love of a father, “We should not commit
such mistakes, We should not drift alongwith the water of
emotions. We should always care for the feelings of others and
see that they are not hurt ”’

While describing the hearts of the great, one Sanskrif poet
has said that they are zsgfq satfor gz FgqIafq i.e. they are
harder than the thunderbolt and are softer than the flower, I[f
‘we look at the life of Shri Maharaj, though at times while
behaving with his family members and some inmates of the
‘dharmashalas he appeared to be hard-hearted, on occasions like
the one quoted above, he appeared to be very soft, nay, softer
than flower as described in-the above saying. Shri Maharaj had
really a soft heart; but occasinnal'ly duty prompted him to be
harsh. Anyway, possessing a hard and a soft heart at the same
time, which is the qualification of greatness .is seen in Shri
Maharaj ‘in- incidents like above and this proves his greatness
beyond doubt.

" * * *

In ‘Vaidya Wadi at Dadar there lived a gentleman pamed
Pradhan. Shri Gadgemaharaj somehow devéloped affinity for that
family and whenever he used to come to Dadar, he used to visit
the house of Shri Pradhan, if he had a little spare time. Shri
Maharaj had a fascination for good hand-writing and the eldest
daughter of Shri Pradhan was having a good handwriting, Hence
Shri Maharaj liked that girl and whenever he visited the house
of Shri Pradhan, he would ask that girl to write in his noic-bouk
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some of his pending accounts. He always used to tell that girl,
*always write a good hand, Every man must have a good hand
writing You have good education. A man, who has no education,
is as good as a hullock.”

Due to other important engagements outside Bombay, Shri
Gadgemaharaj did not come to Dadar for a long time. He
therefore visited the house of Shri Pradhan after nearly one year
and a half. Shri Maharaj came to the house of Shri Pradhan
early in the morning, when the beds were still lying on the floor,
On seeing Shri Maharaj, Shri Pradian got confused for a moment,
He thought that on seeing this utter disorder in the house, Shri
Maharaj would take the broom in his hand and start eleaning
his house as per his usual habit; but Shri Maharaj just sat in a
corner at the entrance of the room and called out to the daughter
of Shri Pradhan, When Shri Maharaj was informed that the
daughter was sick for the last year or so, he got up and went to
the bed of the daughter, On seeing Shri Maharaj, the girl started
sobbing. Shri Pradhan said, “My daughtar is saying for the last
s0 many days that she wants to die.”

On hearing these words from Shri Pradhan, Shri Maharaj
said to the daughter, Well, my girl when do you want to die?
Do you want to die tomorrow? Why do you not have the wish to
live? You tell God to take away Gadgebuwa and spare you."

But when Shri Maharaj saw that only the skin and bones of
the girl were left, he also left all hope of her survival and said with
grief, “Well, you do not want to live. Then you -:leave this
world chanting the name of God, That will be a good death.”

On listening to these words of Shri maharaj, all started
wondering, No one knew what to speak. The daughter however
said to Shri Maharaj, “Baba, I do not want to have a rebirth.
I am expecting Moksha, I want to get out of this cycle of birth
and death, I am longing to meet you for the last so many days.”
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These words of the daughter moved Shri Maharaj. He could
not control himself. Tears started flowing out of his eyes. He
however wiped the tears and asked her, ““For what did you want
to se¢ me?"’

At once the reply came, *“‘l want to lie down, keeping my
head in your lap. I would then have a peaceful death.”

Fatherly love was again kindled in the heart of Shri Maharaj.
He took the head of the daughter and placed it slowly on his
lap. For full five minutes Shri Maharaj was sitting in that
posture and was patting gently on her forechead. After a little
while, Shri Maharaj gently removed his leg and placed the head
of the daughter on the bed. Shri Maharaj was so overpowered
with emotion that he immediately left the house without uttering
a single word.

About fifteen days later, Shri Maharaj ¢ot a letter from
Shri Pradhan that his daughter passed away on the previous day!

The fatherly love of Shri Maharaj is clearly indicated in

this incident. :
(to be continued)
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PLEASE NOTE

An advertisement published in the name of
“Promoters cai Baba Devotees' Club (Proposed),
Post Box No. 16478 Bombay 400016" in the local
newspapers. proposing the formation of a club and
appealing to enrol as a member on payment of
admission fee of Rs. 1000/-, has no concern what-
soever with ‘he Shirdi Sansthan, nor is that proposal
sponsered by the Shirdi Sansthan.




My Wonderful Experiences

Shri Sai Baba, while in body, used to warn his devotees
that he who understands that Baba is only the six feet length
body and is only at Shirdi, has not really understood Him., Even
it was the warning given by Lord Krishna in His Divine
book Geeta.

In the beginning it is also difficult for our ordinary being
to believe a person, exhibiting some supernatural powers to be
equalised with the Supreme, otherwise called as God, Allah, etc.
It takes some time to understand what is behind these powers
and then gradually, entering into the bliss, one can catch the
glimpse of His grace and that grace alone will make him able
to understand the leelas and the charm behind these leelas. This
inclination to understand the glory of the almighty is otherwise
known as ‘bhakti’. This also comes through the grace alone, grace
of great ones or God and how to get the grace of the great is also
‘again depending only on the grace of the almighty., I am to
say that to develop one’s mind and intellect, to understand or
follow one great person or His deeds and trying to see God in
Him is also depending on the grace of the almighty. What is
that we have to do then? “‘Tadeva sadhyatam-Tadeva Sadhyatam™
Let us practise that alone, i.e., bhakti alone be practised.

For the last half-a-century Shri Sri Baba of Shirdi is well
known to the world. Even after His Mahasamadhi, He appears
before His decvotees and grants their wishes (at His will and not
at the wish of the devotees if it is not helpful to him). He guides
them 1in their dreams, through His messengers or by appearing
Himself-in-disguise. In one 'word He establishes that He is
‘Vasudeva' to His devotees. The following is one of the in¢idents
in which Shri Baba manifested Himself through many forms, to
this humble writer.
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In 1978 February, yatra to Shirdi was performed by myself
and some of my family. members especmlly w?th my wife. We stayed
at Shirdi for 3 days by’ His graee. ‘I”mﬁ:led:ataly on our arrival
at Shiridi, we had to deposit our lyggage in.some place before
going for darshan of Baba We, were prowded with a room in
‘Bhakta Nwas on its top fluur While ascendmg tha ste:ps,l
was thinking that .in Tirumalai {Baia;x of Tlrupathl, Andhra
Pradesb) every room is provided with a small photo of Balaji Shri
Venkateshwara-the Lord of seven hills, so that when we rather to
the room and we need to Jook at the photo and feel His presence
without break and such facility is not provided by the Shirdp
Sai Samsthan,- why? was my question., They have put one photo
at the entrance of the step doors but not in rooms where I used
to stay. With this thought I entered the room, provided: for me
and kept the luggage and then having felt that the accommodation
given to me was at the top of the building, [ made a requast_ al
the reception counter to change it to another room downstairs.
The counter clerk suggested to me to attend Aarathi programme
which was about to start and then come for a change We did
so and entered the alternate room allotted to. Lo! A big hand-
written drawing of my Sai was appearing on one of the walls
of this room, with His blessing palm up, blessing all of us.
See how He expressed His *‘Antaryamitva,” residing in my heart.
Any devotee, who visits Shirdi, can have this vision in room
No.293 of Bhakta Niwas. (In my recent visit, 1 saw the walls
of these rooms painted and this darshan may not be enjoyed now)

I would like to narrate some more experiences of His
Omnipresence during that particular visit One evening myself
and my Mrs. were walking towards ‘Lendi’ and we happened to
pass by a person stretching his hand for alms. I took a coin
from my pocket and was about to drop it into his palm. I
humbly thought of Baba 'Baba! it is his left palm!" When this
flashed through my brain, the said person, who had no legs
turned round with all his efforts to stretch his right palm to drop
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my coin into! There was no time between my thought and his
action. .I dropped the coin and smiled to myself. It might have
appeared on my face too as my wife questioned me for the reason.
I told her the thought and the incident. and told her how kind
was Baba to me to give an example of His sayings that He
lives in and outside of a being.

When I sat in ‘Chawadi’ after some time, some gentleman
of that place or a devotee from North India was reading
Bhagavadgita in Hindi. I can understand that language to some
extent. I sat by his side and prayed to my Gurudeva, “Deva,
you have guided many people from this Chawadi, in their path
and the book now before you is Geeta, which you made a way
of life to this humble individual and I shall be glad to take your
advise now, on spot, having come to your abode, I pray for
guidance at this moment.”  Sir!~ at the immediate end of this
thought the gentleman, reading his ‘parayan, or so turned back
the pagés and read one small para of 3 or 4 sentences aloud
making it audible to me, They read to say, “cast all your
burden on me and discharge your duties in a spirit of complete
sirrender, you will be happy in this world and in the other
world too.” Really 1 was happy at the saying which alone
inspired me many a time in my life, earlier to ‘this also and I
thought He is the Guru sitting in my heart through ages. = As it
is common to anybody to hear such words again and again, I
requested the gentleman to read it once more. You see Sir! I
have seen only ‘Sai Baba' in His fury as was described in books
and words uttered by Him surprised me more. Kindly go through
his words, “Did you not hear when it is read to you? What were
you doing? People do not have patience when it is said and make
me ‘impatient” saying this he turned to his old pages. How
wonderful it was, Baba spoke to me in these words Nay! He
chided me mildly in His usual way. Really I enjoyed His Durbar
and the enjoyment of a devotee, sixty years ago. An old sadhu
standing beside me asked him (i.e. the genucmen (cading Geeta)
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about the incident and said that he would have heeded to my
réquest in reading the para one more time as the language was
a foreign one¢ to me. For this the man did not reply, simply
because,;he was not the person who inspired me by His ‘chamatkar.’
Later, -1 came to understand that this kind Sadhu was Shri
Sivasenan Swamy,

Friends, | will not disturb you much except telling this tiny
incident, In these three days' stay, [ had an intention to do
parayan of Shri Vishnusahasranamam and ‘Bhagavadgita’ at least
once sitting in the Samadhi Mandir, before the deity. This was
possible for me at 7 p.m, on one Saturday, when the evening
Aarathi was over, One person warned me that it
would be too late to complete these two books. But the
determination made me to start reading Shri Vishnusahasranamam,
which took nearly 20 to 30 minutes and I was again warned by
my friend that I will have no food for the night as the canteen
will be closed by 9 p.m, This, and other thought like whether it
it would be a disturbance to the functions, going on in the
temple, pight poojas etc. and that | should not be a disturbance
to them, I had a re-thinking I do not know why this thought
came to me, perhaps to have one more exciting experience, Shri
Baba had in store for me. I thought it would be better to leave
the matter to His opinion, Immediately I prayed to Him,
“Baba! many have tested your chamatkars and they are pacified
by your grace. You had shown me many, whether 1 wished
or not, of your own accord. Will you kindly grant me to test
you, once, only once, and satisfly myself of having tested my
gurudeva? This is the test 1 propose. I have two alternatives
before me (i) to read Geeta, 18 chapters complete and (ii) to
read, only 3/chapters i.e.,, X XI, and XII and close for today
as I feel that I may be a disturbance to the routine of the
temple, If you order me to read 18 chapters, | pray thee that
you sanction the flower-garland either from your Samadhi or
from your shoulders to any of the devotees before you, in five
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minutes, and then if no answer came from your Samadhi, I shall
read only 3 chapters and close for today, This is my humble
test for which I may be excused'’.

Why five minutes? The garlands on the Samadhi started
moving when the prayer came to an end and were handed over
to the blessed devotees, tears rolled down my eyes and I could
not see the individuals so blessed, but friends, I was much moved
when 1 have seen these devotees coming through the other side
door near Samadhi by a pradakshina were none other than my
wife and her friend, having garlands one each in their hands
who joined me in my prayers, I was startled at this incident
and begged pardon of Him for having tested and to kindly accept
this as a child’s play with her mother and read 18 chapters of
Bhagwadgita, After completion, I had pradakshina to Samadhi
and then entered the canteen. 1 was the last man who entered
in and was served my food. Seel how much care Mother Sai
has taken, is taking and will be taking, *®*

L

V. Narayana Rao
I.S. 35, Irram Manpzil Colony, Hyderabad (Andhra Pradesh)

Heaven of Peace and Joy |

I wish to go deeper into Thy loving and tender heart, O
my God, that the world’s cares and temptations may not reach
me, and 1 may ever remain absorbed in Thy sweetness. I have
tried many places, but none is free from trials and troubles. In
Thy bosom alone is there rest for me, Help me to abide there
and find salvation in that tranquil heaven of peace and joy.

—Keshub Chandra Sen



A Singing Girl's Words Prove to be &n Eye«-opener

Mount Abu is a welcome summer resort, Thls is a story of
“the time when the native states exited in our country. Most of the
Maharajas of Gujrat, Kathiawad dnd Rajasthan had their* own
bungalows on ‘the mount. That year the Maharaja of Khetri, 8
state about 90 miles from Jaipur, had come to his bungalow at
Mount Abu, - One day while strolling about, he met Swami
Sachchidananda in a cave. Swamiji was hefty and impressive
and had an admirable personality. He was learned, Those, who
came in his contact were therefore naturally attracted towards him.

The Maharaja and Swamiji had a little talk in their first
meeting and he developed a' sort - of respect for Swamiji. . He
requested Swamiji to visit his bungalow and the Swamiji agreed.
When Swamiji went to the bungalow, the Maharaja earnestly
requested him to stay for 2/3 days. ‘Maharajas of other states
were also staying in their own bungalows in the neighbourhood
and they used to exchange visits among themselves, The sojourn
of Swamiji in the bungalow of the Maharaja of Khetri had become
the subject of gossip among them. They said, ‘“‘the Mahara]a of
Khetri seems to be mad after this'Swamiji.””

When the Swamiji started’ to, return- to his place the
Maharaja very earnestly told him what was in his mind. He
said he had everything that he could think of except an issue.
There was no heir to his “Gadl“ He said further, "Yuu are
very near God, if you wish, you could fulfil my desire, Please
bless me that I may get a'son."” Swamiji smiled and said, **It
is all God's doing: My wish will not serve any purpose.
Meditate on the Lord in earnest. ‘He ajone can fulfil your desires”

The Maharaja had full faith in''Swamiji. " The rani' gave
blrth to a male child in course of time. ihere was jubilation
and merryment all over- the state, The Maharaja celebrated
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this event continuously for three days, A number of Maharaja’s,
Rajas, Sardars and other dignitaries participated in this celebration,
All came for the function except the Swami, whose good grace
was the cause of this happy occasion. His presence, the Maharaja
felt, was a must; but the Swamiji was a moody fakir If he
declined to come, what could be done? The Maharaja therefore
entrusted the mission of inviting and bringing the Swamiji to
one of his ministers, Jagmohan Pal and he was seccessful in his
mission. The Swamiji came. A beautiful tent was put up for
him very near the palace.

The celebrations were going on. Everyday there was a new
programme. One evening the programme of vocal music of a
noted singing girl was arranged. The spacious hall of the palace
was packed to capacity with listeners. All eyes were on the
singer, Who was awaiting the Maharaja’s order to start; but the
Maharaja was waiting for the Swamiji’s arrival. The minister,
who went to invite him, came back all alone, He went to the
Maharaja and reported, “Swamiji declines to come. He says
what is the use of a musicial concert to a Sannyasl like him? You
may, by all means, enjoy it.”

The singing girl was within the hearing of these words and
she felt very unhappy She almost sunk, but the very next
moment she gathered herself, she at once remembered a song of
Suint Surdas. It was fit for this occasion, It was full of pathos
and at the same time it was soulstirring. She began to sing— —
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The melodious notes of the singer’s music fell on the ears
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of the Swamiji. The singer was singing one line after another
intently, and Swamiji began to feel uncomfortable.

“A singing girl comes from the low class, Why should I
go to listen to her songs?’’ Such egoistic thoughts had pervaded
Swamiji's mind, and so he had evaded attending the evening
programme of vocal music; but now he became aware of his
folly and started repenting. He said to himself, *'It was my ego
to differentiate between a singing girl and a Sannyasi. It is my fault.
God dwells in all creatures, The true Sannyasi has to see God
in every living being. I considered a singing girl to be low and
have therefore insulted her, I have insulted the Lord Himself.””
The very core of the Swamiji’s heart was touched by the burden
of the song, ‘Prabhu more awaguna chita na dharo,”

Swamiji was well conversant with the bhajans of Surdas
and remembered a good many of them by heart; but today’s
bhajan ‘‘Prabhu more avaguna chit na dharo” had a magical
effect on him. He got a new vision! Swamiji got up. Walked
out of his tent and quietly came and sat with the audience.
All were wonder-struck, The singing gir) felt grateful. She sang
for a long time and the audience listened to her with rapt
attention, She was applauded loudly when her singing was over,

Swamiji was to leave for U.S, A. for his propaganda in a
few days. So he had to go to Jaipur, The Maharaja travelled
with him upto Jaipur to give him a send-off,

Swamiji was known as Sachchidanand upto this time, The
Singing girl had made him think deeply by this eventful happening.
Her concert acted as an eye-opener to him. He had acquired a
new vision. One should ponder fully over even very insignificant
matters. A real Sannyasi is he, who thinks deeply, who thinks
well. From that day he took the name ‘Vivekanand’.

(Free rendering of an article published in Shri Sai Leela (Marathi)
" | for the month of June 1960)

Kum. Nileema Malvankar
;. 9wCa1 CSrariti®™ 25 Vincent Sauare. Dadar. Bombav 400 014



Who Is The Real Devotee Of Sai Baba?

This article, which is made very simple and clearly
understandable, is written in the name of *““Lord Sri Sainath”’.
It is hoped that the views expressed in this article will attract
a good number of devotees.

The fundamental question that arises here is What-Is God?
and “Who Is The Real Devotee Of Sai Nath’"?

The most acceptable and undisputable notion amongst all
religions in the universe is “Service to man is service to God”.
Then why people fail to understand this golden principle, which
only remains in the realm of theory? This is because of ignorance
and nothing else. Man by nature is selfish and a buandle of
desires. Selfishness should necessarily have social appeal and
sanction. Then only selfishness will be justified.

Do we mean that people, who go to temples, mosques,
churches or holy places, are the devotees of God? And if not
why people visit such sacred places? When we take it for granted
that God is one in all, all in one and everywhere, then is it
essential for us to visit the holy places! I but for many reasons
believe that people in ordinary business of life have no
concentration, strong will-power and control over the body and
mind in view of many a problem in course of life. As being
a ‘Sansari’, it is not possible, if not difficult, to do full justice
to sincere prayer and while entering the premises of sacred
places, one is apt to invite noble thoughts from all sides. This
may be out of fear or favour of God. In either case worship is
inevitable. It is said that a sannyasi, who has no worldly
attachment, can prove to be a real devotee of God; but the pity
is that everybody cannot become a sannyasi. Therefore, the idea
of becoming a sannyasi here does not gain much force.
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~ Faith and belief are relative concepts and must not be
questioned nor debated, It is generally seen that people express
their hearty desire before God, No real devotee can take this
for an excess, This is because God is Omniscient, He knows
everything what we want.

Lord Shri Sai Baba never led a comfortable life, Where
was the need for him to knock four to five doors daily? He, like
Shri Rama, Shri Krishna, underwent troubles and hardship. Why?
This is a grand lesson to prove that life is not a bed of roses
and one cannot expect anything out of nothing. A man is born
to move, work and get his daily bread. It is also seen that
common people are blaming fate for not achieving the desirable
results without making sincere and concrete efforts [Fate is
man-made and luck is not a miracle but a reward of one’s
indomitable efforts with the blessings of God.

Today Sai cult is spreading all over the castes and creeds.
What is the miracle in this? If one has the patience in abundance
to go through the biography of Lord Shri Sai Baba, he would
understand without any doubt that the principles preached by
Sai Baba are very simple, easily adoptable. and serve the purpose
of humanity. Man who is the supreme creature of God can
conquer the almighty as well. That is why Sai’s famous dictum
is ““If you look to me I shall look to you’, Why Sai wants us
to look at Him? What is the philosophy behind it? It is where
one has to think very seriously. To look to Sai is not an
ordinary job. It requires a lot ef concentration, patience, self-
control and devotion and once these are achieved half of the
human problems are automatically solved and life is made sell-
supporting and blissful.

Without understanding Sai Baba’s teachings and expecting
miracles from Him is just like reading without understanding or
eating without digesting.
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Devotion is like horizon (a place where earth and sky seem
to meet). The more devotion one has, still much more remains
to be achieved and thus there is no end to this process.

It is in the context of the above reality Sai Baba devotees
understand the miracles of Ssi Baba and regard Him as the
“Greatest Of The Great”, *

N. Maschander Das

Senior Economic Investigator Small Farmers Development
Agency, Warangal, A.P.

DOSUEAGIVIOOIDE

Sai—Grace !

In his article appearing in ““Sai Leela” (Pp. 35/38) for Sept.
80 author S. P. Udyawer has brought to light the efficacy of his
meditation on Sai Baba at Shirdi Sai Samadhi Mandir and explained
at length his escape from certain official humiliation in his
advanced age only as a result of it. He also added as to how
a section of his chums were unimpressed by his Samadhi~-meditation
feat. In fact, his meditation-experience was Saigrace par—excellence!

The Sun ceaselessly showers its life-sustaining rays equally
on all of us. Each embodied being is similar to a solar battery,
Likewise, Saigrace descends from Sai Baba equally on the virtuous
and the wicked 1i.e., on all. Saigrace is not subject to the
gravitational law of the earth as Sai Baba’s grace defies reasoning
of the mind.

Only one should keep oneself fit, as a fiddle, to tap Sai's
invisible radiated graceful rays and be benefited,

Rain descends equally on both the ploughed and the
unploughed lands; but the fault evidently lies with the ignorant
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lazy farmer, who lets his land remain fallow. The - author’s
ignorant doubting Thomases can be put on par with the lazy farmes,

Thus meditation belps one to keep the agitated mind “‘quiet’.
Mind also needs’'rest as the body peeds it. And when the mind
is ‘quiet, the human cosmic batteéry, like the man-made Solar
battery, can absorb the Saigrace and bring about positive results
by influencing the minds of others, Sai Himself had admitted of
His having influenced other's minds in certain extraordinary cases.

The sun.generafes heat, Heat causes vapourisation of water
into clouds, The clouds burst forth, food grows from the rain
and every embodied being is sustained by the food,

Likewise, Sai-grace, when tapped by a placid mind in a
fit body, works wonders for the Sai-devotee.

It is we, who should keep ourselves fit and draw upon it
or let IT go by. To the extent you keep your mind quiet, to
that extend you will be benefited by Sai-grace! -

Sai-grace is availeble to all and Sai Baba is impartial to
all. I pity the author’s ignorant chums! *

T. R. Anand,
Flat - 3, Block S-14, Gumur Math Housing Estate,
P. O. Sarangabad - 743 319 (W. B.)

Where is Thy Lord ?

O seeker! Why dost thou wander thus,
From forest to forest, in search of thy Lord?
Not in the forest, but in thy heart resideth He!

— SHEIKH FARID



Portrait of a ‘Sai’ Devotee

In ‘Bhagavat’® Shri Krishna says: “‘Learn from the tree,
which is also a part’ of the earth, that you should be at the
disposal of others... Learn from the mountain that all your
actions should be for the good of others and that your existence
is for the sake of others...

My late father (Sri P. S. V. Aiyer) modeled his life,
meticulously, to the above design given by the Lord, As one
devoted to Sai Baba for over 30 years or so- being one of the
founders of the Calcutta Shri Sai Samaj) (now housed at Lake
Terrace), he spent most of his life for the work of Sai movement,
by enriching Sai literature by turning out scores of articles on
Sai Baba, his life and philosophy, by organizing weekly ‘Narayan
seva, (feeding the hungry), condiicting Sai pujas and bhajans,
spiritual discourses, building a smslil library, arranging sale of Sai
goods in Calcutta, participating in All India Sai Devotees’
Conventions, visiting Shirdi off and on, etc.

His concept of Sai Baba was - more or less — akin to what
Baba identified himself as, “I Am Parvardigar. I live in Shirdi
and everywhere.. I am in Ganagapur, Pandharpur, and all over
the place. I exist in every inch of the globe. I am formless
and everywhere. I am in everything and beyond...”

Although his range of activities covered literary and cultural
institutions including the Theosophical Society, World Teletherapy
Centre, the parent representative body of a local school, etc.,
there was always the streak of Sai devotion in whichever service he
was occupied. As for various engagements, he placed Sai Sama)
work on the highest pinnacle,

While engaged in visiting patients at the hospitals, he would
take a packet of Baba’s Udhi and place it under the pillow of
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patients and pray for their speedy recovery While conducting
the ‘water-shed’ during summer commencing Ram Navami, he
named it after ‘Sai’,

All told, he was a man of action: an ‘essential man’ as
Pearl Buck called such a person, ‘What you can do or dream
you can, begin it! Boldness has genius, power and magic in it”
wrote the German poet Goethe, Father put these words in
action and got excellent results, He believed in doing things
not just thinking or saying things, He insisted on prompt action.
Any dilatory move on our part would greatly annoy him and
all the man in him would sharply rise, Whereupon, he himself
would get down on the field. In this, as far as I know, none was
superior to him. Inspite of his holding the post of a President
in the institutions which he served, he wouldn’t hesitate to do
the job of the secretary or even the bearer, should such an
occasion arise, This evoked unqualified praise from some, while
he was exposed to the charge of ‘impatience’ and ‘restlessness of
spirit’ from others. But, he didn’t care, All is god's work. It
must be done immediately, That was the man!

While tied to the activities, he mastered the ‘art of acceptance’
receptive to sun and shade, like ‘a leaf bowed in rain’ with an
equable and peaceful mind, Both my parents had this unique
quality. He wanted us to be cheerful at all times telling us that
we should fit in god’s plan, which ought to be for our own
ultimate good. Everything comes from God. That was his view.

Those, who came in touch with him, appreciated him for
his integrity and honesty particularly in the management of public
funds. He adhered to truth at all costs and had the courage to
express what he genuinely felt. We felt, in our own limited
understanding that his being frank and open in airing his views
was not tactful, a bit blunt. but many told us, he had a child-
like heart,
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However, his active life kept him fit- mentally, physica]l:,;
and spiritually until the age of seventyeight when once, while,
finalising the *‘Shri Ramanavami Programme, at,the Sai Samaj
(whose President he was) after the Thursday Bhajan, he returned
home and was climbing the stairs on the first floor, he suddenly
tumbled and fell resulting in an internal haemorrage, After
uttering.. ‘Rama,” he fell unconscious and the following Sunday
he collapsed His body was brought from hospital to.the Calcutta
Sai Samaj which he loved so dearly and devotees sang *Shridi
Ke Sai Baba...” The tree that gave shade even when its boughs
were cut off, at’last gave up its earthly existence,

Devotees and friends still remember him for his many useful
activities... Reflecting on the aspect of ‘death’, he had noted in
his diary: “Live every moment and from moment to moment
with an awareness that it holds eternity within itself. But do
not think your life has started in this birth only and that it had
no previous existence or death closes eve'ry thing .. Death is
a teacher,... teaches the dier and those that live the folly of
mordmate attachment to family and possessions, Death destroys
pride. The lord of death is called “Yama” by Hindus. *‘*Yama”
means . co;;tmll_er. Those that watch the dying must learn that
one igoes alone, one should pass the dark and narrow gateway
alone, even as one has come alone into the world...... The very
body that earth has given you should be returned to the earth
as you leave it. Death teaches what we should value..... so long
as you live, in so far as you can, try aud live for others more
than you live for yourself...”

He had lived such a life and his service crossed all barriers
of caste, creed and status *“Can we not spare at least some
moments for the welfare of others?’ he would ask. Smallest deed
is much better than big talks, Let's remember the tiny squirrel
that did its bit in helping to build the **Sethu’" (Bridge) for Shii
Rama to fight against Ravana. It is the action that counts
Neither Florence Nightingale, nor Mother Teresa wasted their
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feelings in dry words. They plunged in service. The Gita was
taught by Shri Krishna to Arjuna in an atmosphere of actiom
Not in the secluded sylvan spot of the jungle. No amount of
lectures on dita is of any use, It is living the Gita that is far
more important. Swami Shivananda of Rishikesh wanted the
Sadhakas to acquire the knowledge of Atman by practical
approach of the highest truth in ope's daily life. ‘‘An ounce
of practice is greater than tons of knowledge.”” said Shri
Ramakrishna, Thomas Kempis writes, *“Whosoever lovers much,
does much...”

My father’s friends remember him as a “Godlike character,”
which, as James Allen observed is, “the natural result of continued
effort in right thinking, the effect of long-cherished association
with Godlike thoughts’'. By actively participating in Sat Sanghas
organized by religious institutions and by reading soul-elevating
books or magazines as Sai Leela, for instance.

Since my father had led a life of usefulness to many in varied
ficlds, he had carved for himself in the niche of hearts of his
fellowmen and finally won the gracious abode of Sai Baba whose
memory was tethered to his mind forever... *

Varadaraja Ganesh
Flat No. 12, 120B. Rash Behary Auenue, Calcutta 700029




Message For Shri Sai Baba Mahasamadhi Day

(19th October 1980)
By H.H Swami Kesavaiahji

'On this sacred day, sixtytwo years back Shri Sai Baba cast
off His mortal coils and assumed His infinite aspect. Although
He is not with us now, true to His promise that he would
respond to the prayers of his devotees from his tomb, He is more
active today than ever, in giving experiences to those who seek
refuge in Him. Sai Cult has spread far and wide and has become
a powerful spiritual and moral force. It is appropriate on an
occasion like this to recall what in essence constitute Sai’s teachings
and the secret of its appeal. A central theme is the oneness of
all creation, the interdependence and interrelatedness of all living
things, because there is only one substance which manifests itself
as a lot of different objects as people, animals and plants, The
realisation that all living beings are essentially same removes the
barrier which separates one from the other and produces a sense
of unity. There can be no doubt that such an attitude would
contribute to atmosphere of tolerance and reasonableness in one’s
relation with others, One of the intractable problems we facte
today is the apparent conflict between the interests of the individual
and those of society and country. What is required is adjustment
of the relations between the individual and groups by harmonising
the' needs of both. In such endeavours the guiding principle
should be *Oharma’ which is part of the fundamental moral law
governing the functioning of the universe. Fashioning one’s life
in the light of the tenets of Sai Cult, with its emphasis on
righteousness and application of ethics of life, provide a spiritual
background to human existengg,s In this context the practical
problems of everyday life take on a new meaning and significance.
in effect it is a call to action keeping in mind the larger purpose
of life in which spiritual endeavours are made compatible with
the practical problems of day to day life.



42 SHRI SAl LEELA NOVEMBER-1880

Shri Sai Baba’s message is not addressed to any particular
group or school of thought but to all and for all time. Nothing
in it becomes out of date because it has the quality of renewing
itself to suit the changing times, so that it is ever fresh and
always relevant to the problems that confront us in the difficult
times we are passing through. Apart from such practical aspects,
Shri Sai Baba expressed profound philosophical truths shorn of
their abstraction and in simple terms to bring them within the
understanding of the common man. He emphasized that pleasure
and pain, one experiences, are the inevitable results of one’s own
actions in this or in previous births, although good act and good'
thoughts mitigate to some extent the effects of previous evil
actions. The concept of *‘Samsara’, which pervades thinking at
all levels in our society, finds expression in Sai’'s teachings as an
endless round of life after life without beginning or end like the
continual rotation of the ‘Chakra’ of Shri Mahavishnu. Sai Cult
is replete with all the major themes of the religious and
philosophic traditions of India. What we have to do on our part
is not only to imbibe the vaiuable lessons implicit and exphclt
in Sai Baba's teachings but also find for them practical application
in everyday life. In this way one can make one’s life purposeful
and meaningful and also attain an inner-peace, mental happiness
and contentment. |

May Shri Sai Baba bless one and all. ' *

Raja Krishna Moorthy
C/o Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir, Shenoy Nagar, Madras-600 030

)



Punyatithi Festival at Sai Niketan, Dadar

On 19-10-1980, the 62nd Punyatithi of Shri Sai Baba was
celebrated at Sai Niketan, Dadar, with enthusiasm and devotion.
The office was opened at 7-30 a. m. and the puja of Shri Sai
Baba was performed, A steady stream of devotees was continuously
visiting Sai Niketan from that time upto about 8 p, m. for
taking darshan.

KEERTAN

Mrs. Kamalabai Joshi, from Kurla, performed Keertan from
10 a. m, to 11-45 a. m. In the beginning she quoted one
Abhanga of Saint Tukaram in which he advised people to have
implicit faith in God, which works wonders and which helps
you to achieve God’s grace, She explained the underlying
principle of the above Abhang by giving various examples from
the puranas and from our daily life. In the later part of her
keertan, Mrs Joshi quoted several incidents from the life of
Shri Sai Baba and illustrated the principle laid down by Saint
Tukaram in his Abhang. She cited the incidents when Shri
Dasganu got the holy bath of - the water of the Ganga and
Yamuna flowing from the feet of Shri Baba, Another incident
cited was that of the maid servant of solicitor Dixit at Vile
Parle in throwing further light on the philosophy of the lshava-
yopanishad.  After giving a few more illustrations from the
life of Shri Sai Baba Mrs Joshi concluded her keertan with a
bhajan in praise of Shri Baba, which was sung in chorus by
all the audience. @ The keertan thus created a very serene
atmosphere surcharged with devotion to Shri Baba.

PUBLICATION CEREMONY
After the Keertan was over, “A Mission Divine!" a novel
on the life of Shri Sai Baba, written by Shai Raghunath S.
Junparkar was published at the auspicious hands of Dr. S, D.
Parchure, executive Editor of Shri Sai Leela,
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In his introductory speech- Shri Sadanand Chendwankar,
executive Editor of the Marathi edition of Shri Sai leela, wel-
comed all the devotees who attended the function and said,
**Originally it was decided to hold this function at Shirdi; but
due to some unforeseen difficulties it is now being held here, I
am glad that we are getting this opportunity to publish this
novel, written by Shri Junnarkar, at Sai Niketan on a very
auspicious day like today. I request Dr. Parchure to preside
over this function and to publish the book'’.

Dr. Parchure then requested Shri Junnarkar to speak a
little about his book, when he said “I am a man in the film line,
I am a director, script writer and a cinerio writer, Hence my
first idea was to produce a film on the life of Shri Sai
Baba, I tried twice to shoot the film after collecting all material
and money; but I could not succeed, Hence I concluded that it
is Baba’s wish that I should not produce the film on his life. In
obedience to Baba’s wish, | therefore gave up the idea of shooting
a film; but the material collected by me on Shri Baba’s life
did not allow me to sit silent. I therefore thought of writing a
biographical novel on the life of Shri Baba; but here also I had
some diffidence Writing scripts for cinema is one thing and
writing a novel is another. I was doubting whether I had the
lucid and graceful style required for writing a novel. However
[ kept berfore me the model of Annasaheb Dabholkar and decided
to go ahead after bowing down to Shri Sai Baba. My Marathi
novel “gffrfla gme®r g4’ (The God incarnates in the Masjid)

soon got ready and I published it. By the grace of Shri Sai
Baba, 1 got a very good response and the book was sold like
hot cakes. I therefore took courage and decided to bring the
the English version of the novel and took the work in hand.
While the book was under print.at Varanasi | had gone there
and one night I got heart trouble, 1 am a heart patient for
the last fifteen years or so; but the pain in the chest on that
night was very severe and I thought that I would not survive to
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see my’ novel published in English. I however prayed to Shri
Baba and applied his Udi and took it orally with a little water.
Within two minutes I got relief and I was quite well the next
morning. This is the effect of the Udi of the great Saint of
Shirdi. I am glad that my life's mission is fulfilled by the
publication of ““A Mission Divine”. | now request Dr, Parchure
to publish this book on today's auspicious day. I also thank him
for a greeing to undertake this work.”

Dr. Parchure said in his speech, Ladies and gentlemen, I
thank Shri Junnarkar for entrusting this pleasant job to me. I
feel that by entrusting this job to me, Shri Sai Baba has
acknowledged my services, which 1 have rendered during the last
seven years or so. The publication of this book was originally
proposed to be done at Shirdi; but Shri Baba’s will was otherwise
and hence it is being done here In this connection I have to
inform Shri Junnarkar that he should not at all be disappointed
by this. Once when Narad asked Shri Vishnu about his presence,
he replied, “gZ®T g% mwafd a3 [{Ag@ arg'” (Oh Narada, I am
present at all the places where my devotees are singing about me).
Similarly Shri Sai Baba had also said, “Do not think that I am
only this three and a half cubits of body. I am present all
over the universe and I am watching the welfare of my devotees.”
Hence if we presume that Shri Sai Baba is only at Shirdi, we
would be wrong. Shri Sai Baba is present here also and He is
blessing us today as He blesses every good work, It is a welcome
thing that this novel is being now published in English. As our
English edition of Shri Sai Leela is very popular in the southern
states of Tamilnadu, Karnatak and Keral, similarly this book
also will have a market not only in south, but it will be sold
all over India and abroad. I am sorry that I am not able to
speak about the contents of this book, because I just saw this
book; but from the way in which the Marathi novel is received
by the public, I am sure that this novel must be very interesting
and it will be sold like hot cakes, I declare the novel published today
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and lay it at the lotus feet of Shri Sai Baba. I thank Shri Junnarkar
to have entrusted this job to me. I also thank you all for
attending this function.

After this function the arti was sung by the two hundred
devotees present in the office. The office was kept open upto
8 p. m. and the devotees continued to come up to that time

M .

Rates of Advertisement in Shri Sai Leela

The rates of advertisement in Shri Sai Leela
have bave been revised as follows from 1-10-80. All
advertisers will please note them and remit their
advertisement charges accordingly.

Cover page No. 4 Rs. 300/-
Cover page Nos. 2 or 3 Rs. 200/-
Inside full page Rs. 100/-
Inside half page Rs. 60/-
!nside quarter page Rs. 35/-

K. H. KAKRE

Court Receiver,
Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, Shirdi




AUGUST 1980

( Continu-d from Qctober
1980 issue )

““Because of the sincere co-operation of the fu]lc-wing'
persons, it was possible to complete this uphill task, [t is
therefore my duty to thank them on this occasion.

l. The Collector, Ahﬁlednagar district, Dy. Collector
Sangamner and Grampanchayat Shirdi, who sanctioned the plans.

2. The Chief guest of today's function Honourable Shri-
Parekhsaheb, who sanctioned the work when he was working as
the Judge of the City Civil Court.

. 3. M/s R.P. Talgiri and S K. Athalye from M/s.S H, Godbole
Architects, Shri Thakurdesai and Shri Pandit, who came to Shirdi.
from time to time for supervising the construction work and giving
it a philip. Special thanks are due to Shri Talgiri, who came here
very often during the last two months and continued to keep
contact on phone in order to get the work completed so soon,

4. Shri Waljeebhai Gajjar completed a major part of the
work on behalf of the Navjeevan Construction Co. Sometime
before he fell ill; but his son Shri Kiranbhai looked after the work in
the absence of Shri Waljeebhai and completed the rest of the work.

5. The quota of steel and cement was sanctioned by the
State Government from time to time; but it was always found
to be short. However, Dr. M Chenna Reddy, the Chief Minister
of the Andhra ¢radesh., rushed to cur help and donated five
hundred tonnes of cement. Hence only the work could be
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completed so early. It is therefore necessary to mention his name
with due gratitude.

6. Shri Gupta, one Sai devotee from Bombay, came to Shirdi
and donated stainless steel plates worth about Rs. 75,000/=, which
solved our problem of providing the plates to the huge number
of devotees, who would now be accommodated in the Bhojangriha’.

7. Shri J. B. Mohinani, of Textile Universal, from Panama,
gave a liberal donation of 120 ceiling fans and three hundred
tube-lights, worth about sixty five thousand rupees and thus solved
our problem of lighting the dining hall adequately.

8. Shri Natwarlal Bhogilal Patel has promised to donate
about 1.25 lacs of rupees for providing the the cold storage and
water coolers.

9. Last but not the least, | must mention the trouble taken
by Shri D.C. Patil, the Sansthan Engineer, for supervising the
work day and night and gefting it completed from the
several agencies '

“In the end | thank you all for having taken the trouble of
coming over here for this ceremony and graced the occasion, I
wish you all to bless us and give us further inspiration to serve
Shri Sai Baba and his devotees. I also pray at the feet of Shri
Sai Baba that all the devotees, who will come here and have
prasad in the dining hall and also those who will stay here, may
get peace of mind and conclude my inaugural speech

Shri N K Parekh, the Chief Guest, then felicitated all the
persons, who had taken active part in completing the work of the
building. After the Chief Guest delivered his speech. the President,
Shri K.,S r'athak and the Chief Guest, Honourable Shri N. K.
Parekh were felicitatéd on behulf of the >hirdi Sansthan In the
end Shri D, C. Patil, the Sansthan Engineer, proposed a vote of
thanks and the function concluded.

(to be cﬂniinued)
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Publications of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi

!
L
' 1. Shri Sa: Satcharita (Marathi) . Under Print
.2, Shri Sai Satcharita (English) Rs. 12.50
E 3. Shri Sai Satcharita (Gujrati) Under Print
| 4. Shri Sai Satcharita (Hindi) Rs. 12.00
' 5. Shri Sai Satcharita (Kanarese) Rs. 8.00
' 6. Shri Sai Baba Jeevitacharitram (Telugu) Rs. 12,00
ko7 do do (Sindhi) Rs. 10.00
8. Gujarati Pothi (Sharananand) Rs. 5.50
9. Shri Sainath Stawanmanjiri & Sumananjali Rs. 0.30
10. do do (Gujarati) Rs. 0.30
11, Four Adhyayas by Dasganu (Marathi) Under Print
| 12. Sagoonopasana (Marathi) 13. (Gujrati) 14. (Telugu)
' Re. 0.50 Re. 0.50 Rs. 2.00
15, Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi by Pradhan Under Print
| 16. Sai Leelamrit Marathi 17. Hindi 18. Gujarathi
: Rs. 6.00 Rs. 5.50 Rs 4.25
19. Sai Baba in Pictures Rs. 2.75
EEO. Shri Sai Baba Awatarkarya (A. Y. Dhond) Under Print
I 21. Shirdi Darshan (Album of 66 photos) Rs. 450
t 22. Mulanche Sai Baba (Marathi) Rs 1.25
23. Children's Sai Baba (Gujarati) 1.00 24. (Eng) Rs 1.75
do do 25. (Telugu) Rs, 1.50 26. (Hindi) 1.75
27. Sai Keertanmala (Marathi) Rs. 0.75
28. Sai I'he Superman by Sai Sharananand Rs.. 35,25
19. Guide to Shirdi (English) 30 (Marathi) 31. (Gujarathi)
Re, 1.00 Rs. 1.00 Rs. 1 50

32. The Great Saint Shri Sai Baba (Mar) -/50 33, (Eng.) 0.50
34. Shri Sai Baba by Mani Sahukar English) Rs. 3.30
35. Rudradhyaya Re. 0.60
36. Marath: Brochure Re 0;50
37 Keertan Panchak Re. 0.50

‘ﬁ\rﬂllﬂhlt at :- 1. Receiver, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan,
: P. O. Shirdi, Dist Ahmednagar.

- 2. Sai Niketan, 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Rd,
! Dadar, Bombay - 400 014.
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