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KHANDOBA
TEMPLE

EDTp ETA

Among the people of Maharashtra, two deities are very
commonly worshipped. One is Vitthal of Pandharpur and the
second is Khandoba from Jejuri, The Warkari sect in Maharash-
tra has great reverence for the Vithoba of Pandharpur; but
Khandoba is popular mostly in the Maratha Community, spread
all over Maharashtra, This deity of Khandoba has his origin in
God Shankar- Khandoba is known by various names. Khanda,
Parshu, Malhari Martand, Skandoba, Khanderao, Mhalasakant,
Yelkoti Deo are some of the names by which this God is known.

The Khandoba temple at Shirdi is very old. Though the
exact date of the construction of this temple is not known,
still it is believed to be about four hundred to five hundred
years old. When a devotee gets down at the Shirdi Bus stand
and starts walking towards the Samadhi Mandir, he first comes
across the Sainath Hospital on his left side on the main road.
Just by the side of the hospital, he sees a small temple, This
is no other than the famous old temple of Khandoba at Shirdi.

Shri Sai Baba came first to Shirdi in about 1852 A. D,
He stayed at Shirdi at that time for nearly a year; but hardly
anyone paid attention to him. He thereafter disappeared from
Shirdi and returned to Shirdi round about 1854 A. D, alongwith
the marriage party of Shri Chand Patil, who came from a
village named Dhoop in the Aurangabad District. At that time
Shirdi was a very small village and according to the custom of
those days the marriage party of Shri Chand Patil camped in a
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field outside the village. Shri Baba went into the Khandoba
temple Shri Mhalasapati, the Pujari of the temple, was inside
the temple. Khandoba was his family deity. For many genera.
tions his family was doing the worship of Khandoba. Mhalasapati
was therefore attending to the upkeep and maintenance of the
Khandoba temple quite dutifuly A devotee is called ‘bhakta’
ard the perverted form of that word is *bhagat’. Shri Mhalasapati
was at his time known as ‘bhagat’ in Shirdi. '

_ When Shri Baba approached the Khandoba Mandir, he wore
a dhoti, kafni and a cap. This young, smart and lustrous
personality immediately attracted the attention of Mbalasapati
and he ran to him and welcomed him with the words ‘*Aao Sai’’
Saying so, Mhalasapati embraced Baba and with his eyes full of
tears, he Said, **Saiji, now do not go away deserting this child
of yours. [ am searching you for the last so many years. Where
did you go making me desolate like this? I will not allow you
to go anywhere hereafter’”. The young Sadhu at once recognised
the deep devotion in the mind of Mbhalasapati and he lookd at
the latter with his loving look, which showered nectar on
Mhlasapati, The Sadhu placed his benedictory hand on the
head of Mhalasapati and blaced him. In this meeting both
came to know the minds of each other and it is said that this
address “*Aao Sai” resulted in Shri Baba being known as *‘Shri
Sai Baba’’.

After the above meeting with Mhalasapati, Shri Sai Baba
stayed at Shirdi for two to three days and he left for Rahata,
Mhalasapati became very sad when he knew about it as he had
now become a very obedient disciple of Shri Sai Baba, whom
he had considered as his Guru; but Shri Baba returned very
soon with plants of flower trees and told Mhalasapati to lay a
garden with them. This order of his Guru pleased Mhalasapati
very much and his joy knew no bounds. He was eager to
carry out every order of his Guru. He thought that the worship
of Khandoba done by his ancestors for generations has come to
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bear fruit and Khandoba himself has incarnated for his benefit.
Because of this reverence of Mhalasapati for Shri Baba, he
always was contented and happy and never paid any attention
to the censure of the people. Shri Baba had now settled in
Shirdi and He had started staying in the dilapidated Masjid.
Shri Mhalasapati was however very unhappy that Shri Baba
slept all alone in Masjid and that He'had no company. He
therefore requested Shri Baba to grant him permission to sleep
in the Masjid in His company. Though his family members
were not at all in favour of his proposal, Shri Mhalasapati
started sleeplng in the Masjid, much against their will. Shri
Tatya Kote Patil also used to sleep in the Masjid along with
them. The dormitory of this trio is described in Sai Satcharit
as follows:=

Dormitory of the Trio:

Blessed are the saints in whose heart Lord Vasudeo dwells,
and fortunate indeed are the devotees, who get the benefit of the
company of such saints. Two such fortunate fellows, Tatya
Kote Patil and Bhagat Mhalasapati equally shared the company
of Sai Baba. Baba also loved them both equally. These three
persons slept 'in the Masjid with their heads towards the east,
west and north and with their feet touching one another at the
centre.  Stretching their beds, they lay on them, chitchatting
and gossiping about many things till late at midnight. If any
one of them showed any signs of sleep, other would wake him
up. For instance, if Tatya began to snore, Baba at once got
up and shook him from side to side and pressed his head, or
with Mhalasapati hugged him close, stroked his legs and kneaded
his back. In this way for full 14 years, Tatya, leaving his
parents at home, slept in the masjid on account of his love for

 Baba, How happy and never to be forgotten were those days!
How to measure that love and how to value the grace of Baba?
After the passing away of his father, Tatya took charge of the
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household affairs and began to sleep at home. (Pages 48-49, Saj
Satcharit, Chapter VIII, 9th Edition [1980),

At that time, Jankidas, Gangagir and Anandnath were the
other saints staying in Shirdi. Shri Mhalasapati, in the capacity
of a rcs:de;ut of Shirdi, introduced Shri Baba to these saints and
in the company of all these saints, Mbalasapati got peace and solace.

Shri Khandoba temple is located on the Shirdi Ahmednagar
Main Road on the side opposite to the premises of the Shirdi
Sansthan, The temple faces the east and is built with stone in
old style. The temple is fifteen feet wide and fifteen feet long.
In the middle of thc temple, there is the stone idol of Shri
Khandoba. On the left hand side of this idol is the idolof Mhalasa
and onthe right band is the idol of Banai, There is a tiger in
front of Mhalasa while there is a dog in front of Banai. Mhalasa
and Banai are the two wives of Khandoba. Mhalasa is supposed
to be a daughter from a Vaishya family while Banai comes from
a shepherd family. It is believed that these two are the
incarnations of Parvati and Ganga. In front of the idol of
Khandoba there are two Shivalingas, Some old pictures and
framed pictures of gods are also hung in the temple. The temple
has a wooden door with iron grill, Hence even when the temple
is closed, the devotees can take darshan of the idol of Khandoba,
There are two steps, which we have to climb in order to get
into the temple. Shri Upasanibaba of Sakori and Shri Meherbaba
of Ahmednagar were asked by Shri Saibaba to perform penance
in this temple.

As the importance of Shirdi started growing, the old mas;jid
was found insufficient for the people to wait even for the aarti
The devotees therefore decided to renovate it, but nobody wat
sure whether Shri Baba would allow the people to renovate th
masjid. Nobody therefore dared to ask Shri Baba about it, Al
that time, Shri Mhalasapati came forward and arranged to ge
the necessary permission from Shri Baba. The Masjid wa
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repaired and the inconvenience caused to the people was over,
The devotees then started taking out the Chavadi procession of
Shri Baba from Dwarakamai to Chavadi., In this procession, it
was the privilege of Shri Mhalasapati to catch hold of the right
hand of Shri Baba and lead Him to Chavadi. The privilege of
performing first pooja of Shri Baba was also enjoyed by Shri
Mbalasapati.

The financial position of Mhalasapati was very bad. He
could hardly make both ends meet; but he was never worried
about his worldly affairs. He had achieved supreme bliss from
Shri Baba, Once a devotee, who came to know about the
pecuniary circumstances of Shri Mhalasapati,showed his willingness
to give some financial help to him, when Shri Baba said, * Shri
Mhalasapati is my sincere devotee. He has no ambition of
achieving anything in this world. Whatever he wanted, has
already been achieved by him, He is perfectly happy with his
condition. My devotee is not one who would be attracted by
pomp and show’’. Really blessed is a devotee like Mhalasapati,
who was praised like this by a great sage like Shri Sai Baba.
This shows the sincerity and devotion of Shri Mhalasapati towards
Shri Sai Baba as well as his disinterested outlook towards
mundane things.

Because of his sincere devotion, Shri Baca had great
confidence in Mhalasapati. So in 1886, when Shri Baba tried a
Yogic exercise of taking his prana high up in order to free
himself from a severe attack of asthama, he requested Mhalasapati
to look after his body, as it would remain motionless for about
seventytwo hours, This incident has been described in Sai
Satcharita ar follows:-

72 Hours' Samadhi :

Thirty two years before this i.e. in 1886, Baba made an
attempt to cross the border line. On a Margashissha Pournima
(Full moon) day, Baba suffered from a severe attack of asthma.
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To get rid of it, Baba decided to take His prana high up ang
to go into samadhi. He said to Bhagat Mhalasapati, ‘‘Protect
my body for three days. If I return, it will be alright; if I do
not, bury my body in that open land (pointing to it) and fix
two flags there as mark’ Saying so, Baba fell down at about
10 p. m. His breathing stopped, as well as His pulse. It seemed
as if His prana left the body. All the people, including the
villagers, came there and wanted to hold an inquest and bury
thc body in the place pointed out by Baba. But Mhalasapati
prevented that. With Baba’s body on his lap he sat full three
days guarding it. After three days had passed, Baba showed
signs of life at 3 a. m, His breathing commenced, the abdomen
began to move. His eyes opened and stretching His limbs, Baba
returned to consciousness (life) again. (Page 238 Sai Satcharita,
Chapters 43 and 44, 9th Edition 1980) Apart from the aforesaid
two places, the Sai devotees know that the mention of the name
of Shri Mhalasapati is made at several other places in the
Sai Satcharita.

In 1918, when Shri Sai Baba entered into Mahasamadhi,
all the devotees and residents of Shirdi village were fully drow
ned in grief. A sincere devotee like Mhalasapatti was also fully
grief-striken; but because of his deep love for Shri Baba, he
remembered the above incident when Shri Baba had his yogic
exercise and he hoped that this might prove to be a repetition
of that incident, But alas! It proved otherwise. Shri Baba had
left his mortal coil and Shri Mhalasapati reconciled with the
new situation, He thought to himself that Shri Baba would not
now be seen in flesh and blood; but still he is not away
from us. He is immortal in the form of the different things
which he has used and which have been consecrated because of
their use by Shri Baba, He knew that spirit of Shri Baba would
always be in Shirdi and would guard the interest of the devotees.
Shri Baba’s talk, His cheerful smile, His daily visits to Lendi
Baug, His Chavadi procession, His Handi, His aarti at different
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times in the day, His favour on different devotees, His love for
all beings and His permanently burning dhuni in the Dwarakamai
all these things were borne in mind by Shri Mhalasapati and
he controlled his grief and faced the grave situation boldly,

The articles used by Shri Baba are no doubt preserved as
general mementos, but Shri Baba showed a special favour on
His beloved devotee Shri Mhalasapati by giving him His Satka,
Kafni and some rupee coins. By presenting these articles Shri
Baba wanted to ' indicate that He was always with Shri
Mhalasapati and that his descendents would not fall short of
anything for generations to come. As Mhalasapati was an aged
person Shri Baba loved him like His mother, Shri Baba
told him all important secrets of life, How lucky was Shri
Mhalasapati, who received many articles from Shri Baba! Similarly
how ' lucky are we all, the Sai devotees, to whom Shri
Mbalasapati gave the illustrious saint like Shri Sai Baba by
guarding His body for three long days in 1886 and preserving
it? Really blessed is Shri. Mhalasapati, who had so close a
contact and favour of a great saint like Shri Sai Baba!

After the death of Shri Mhalasapati, his son Shri Martand
at present looks after the upkeep and maintenance of the
Khandoba temple. He was born and bred at Shirdi in the very
presence of Shri Sai Baba and he was blessed by Shri Baba in
his childhood. Everyday in the morning, he goes to the Khandoba
temple and worships the idols there, ' Then he closes the door of
the temple and goes home to worship the idols at his house,

The age of Shri Martand is round about ninety, still he is
quite active and is in perfect health, This is perhaps the result
of the blessings of Shri Baba and his constant benedictory look.

Every year on the Champashashthi ‘day one function is
arranged at this temple. A trench is dug in fornt of this.
temple and firewood is burnt in it. When the trench becomes
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full of  live,coal, the Bhandara of Khandoba is .sprinkled .on j
and a number of people walk over the fire without any harg
to them. it is believed that the.live cinders.do not scorch the
feet of the people because of the favour of God Khandoba,

Thc.!fihandnba temple .is situated outside the limits of the
Shirdi Sansthan beyond the road. It does not therefore comprise
of the property of the Shirdi Sansthan. The upkeep:  and main-
tenance of this temple is looked after by Shri Martand, the son
of Shri Mhalasapati; but this temple has a great importance in
the life of Shri Sai Baba and therefore in the history of Shirdi
village. It was at this place, years ago, that Shri Sai Baba got
his name, by which name.He is famous throughout the world
today. Therefore alongwith Shri Sai Baba, let us bow down to
Shri Khandoba, Who.is a very popular God of the rustics in the
Maharashtra State. *®
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“If | receive one as
Dakshina from anybody
| have to repay tenfold.”

- Sai Baba of Shirdi

Dwarkamai Educational Society (Regd) is a spiritual non-
profit and voluntary organization with a dedicated following of
a number of educdted young men, It has been striving to spread
the glory and gospel of Lord Sainath all over the world under
the leadership of Acharya E. Bharadwaja, who is its Founder-
President. PRLIERY

D. E, S, has proposed to raise a Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir
at Venkatagiri Town, with an Ashram attached to it to shelter
ardent Sadhakas and Sai-Missionaries, On the stropg spiritual
foundation of the Sai Mandir, it is also planned to raise a
‘Superstructure’ of a free medical dispensary, aschool, a library
and a book-publication unit, Cordial cooperation is sought from
all by way of liberal contributions. We wish your contribution
will be mighty spiritual investment for you for ever,

All contributions and correspondence may be addressed to
the Correspondent, D. E, S.

DWARKAMAI  EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY

Venkatagiri Town-524 132 (Nellore Dist., A. P. India)

N. B, - The donors will be exempted from Income-Tax
for the amount they donate to the Society. (By H. Qrs, No.
1/80G/59/80-81, of the Commissioner of Income Tax, A. P.



The Necessity of A Guru

“The necessity of a Guru -~ The knowledge of the self is
so subtle and mystic that no one could by his own individual
effort ever hope to attain it. So the help of another person
Teacher who has himself got Self - realization is absolutely
necessary, What others cannot give with great labour and
pains, can be easily gained with the help of such a Teacher:
for he has ‘walked on the path himself and can easily take
the disciple, step by step on the ladder of spiritual progress.”

Ref : Page 90 of Shri Sai Satcharita 8th Edition

Innumerable dxscuvenes and inventions have taken place in
the history of mankind. With each step towards perfection,
man realises more distinctly the greater scope for unfolding the
mysteries of nature and llfe

Under these circumstances of materialistic advancement in
life, man is getting perplexed because the gains of scientific
and technological progress are making his life more and
more complicated.

Extrovert attitude of a man has created the above conditions.
Seldom he adopts an introvert attitude to gain the knowledge of
self. Knowledge of the self has been described as subtle and
mystic. With his own efforts he is-not likely to understand the
self, Therefore help of another person, who knows the self, is
absolutely necessary, However knowledge is often a cause of
ego. When one gains knowledge, he argues that all are equal,
What is the importance of Guru. He does not accept Guru as.
a guide. Surrender to Guru is considered by him a foolish acr,

Recklessly man continues his efforts in one or all directions.
There is neither the true knowledge nor the tranquility of mind.

It is the quality of the heart that counts in getting a real
Guru, Teacher and the taught are the two positions in the
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field of general education. In ancient times parents left their
children under the charge of a guru, who taught them. The
disciples in turn behaved very respectfully and served Guru in va-
rious ways. They treated Guru as they would treat their parents.

Situation has changed drastically. The art of teaching has
been commercialised. Profession of teaching has drawn undesi-
rable elements. Relations between the teacher and the taught
have so readically changed that students not only do not respect
the teachers but threaten them, insult them and even manhandle
thed. On the other hand there are instances of marriages
between the teachers and the students,

Students, who are children of affluent parents, consider it
a privilege to remain as students and do not take up the studies
seriously. They are always interested in full time activities
of vandalism.

Students have started taking active part in politics. Politi-
cians exploit the students to their own advantage. State and
Central Governments become helpless at the strength and demon.
stration of students who paralyse the civic life.

There is a craze for higher education. Lakhs of students
throng at the colleges every year at the commencement of the
session. They do not get admission. Rich parents can afford
to pay large donations for the admission of their children,
Others cannot afford to seek admission or to continue terms,

Highly educated students after completion of their studies
do not get suitable opening for their career. Under-employment
and unemployment are frustrating experiences.

The above situation has developed due to the fact that the
quest for kdowledge of the self is missing. Even a big bank
balance and all the modern amenities of life do not bring about
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tranquility of mind in a person who provides airconditioning
around himself. for most of the time.

Citizens in developed countries have tasted the bitter fruits
of materialistic gains They are desparately searching solace in
spiritual centres of our country,

There are several saints in India, who have changed the
thoughts and the iife style of these foreigners. These saints haye
also established overseas centres. Following in those countries
is also very large, In the whole process there are also a few
queéstionable characters, who spoil the name of Indian “spiritual.
ism, However the overall developments are satisfactory.

While the above process is going -on, our countrymen
are still busy in intensive and extensive pursuit of materialistic
gains, They are imitating the life style of foreigners which has
already proved a failure. With a little foresight, they may learn
the lessons at the cost of affluent foreigners. But it seems that
our social elite are bent upon learning the lessons at their

own cost.

Knowledge of self is mystic, Thinking factulty of a man,
his power of analysis, reasoning, decision making, his will to
work for achievement of different goals, his approach, attitudes,
likes, dislikes and pattern of behaviour are playing important
roles for himself and for others.

According to the vast variety of the above characteristice,
groups have been formed, who have adopted different styles in
the acceptance of supreme power i. e, God, Therefore there are
different details for worship, rituals, penance, prayers concen:
tration, etc.

Goal of each group is the same - self realization; to know
subtle and mystic self. Group leaders are Gurus. They have
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already treaded the right path and are available for guidance
to the seekers of truth. As the seekers of truth are anxious
to find a guru, so are the gurus always in the quest of trus
seekers Because this is the mission of their life to redeem the
entangled souls.

Guru takes the disciple step by step on the ladder of
spiritual progress, There is a long path. Step by step is a
process of patience, There is hardship, perseverance, sacrifice,
denial of comforts, etc. Faith and patience are pillars of Guru-
marg, Rama and Krishna, who are the God incarnate, exhibited
the necessity of a Guru. It was not at all necessary for them
to get any training from any Guru. However the roles played
by sages Vasishtha and Sandipani are the examples for a common
man to realise the necessity of a Guru.

It is very unfortunate that now-a-days in certain sections
of so called modernised citizens, Guru is looked upon with a
ridicule. One who is mischievous, shrewd, deceitful is called a
Guru. Followers of a spiritual Guru are considered as ‘Ignorant
persons.’” When the turn of events takes place, these very
persons are humbled to the reality of situation.

If the seeker of the truth basically believes in his own
ability or if he does not want to submit himself whole heartedly
to the Guru, or if he has short term gains in his mind or if he
wants to test the guru or if he wants to impress the Guru
with his knowledge, etc., he is not accepted as a disciple for
attaining salvation.

As stated earlier, there are Gurus in different groups.
According to the special aptitude of an individual seeker of
truth, God arranges his meeting with his. Guru, For instance
seekers of truth with amphasis on particular caste, creed, parti-
cular way of worship, etc. get a guru who advocates that
particular marg as the only marg for salvation,
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We, who believe in universal brotherhood of mankind - who
do not believe in caste, creed, high, low etc. get a Guru like
Sainath Maharaj,

*Gurudev Santasi Sada Namave” - Always bow to Gurudey
and saints. Therefore whenever we come across other saints, we
respectfully bow to them, However our fulcrum point of
concentration is our Sadguru. We learn to see him in all objects
around ourselves. He is witnessing all our activities round the
clock, We do feel that he is steering all our affairs.

Our thoughts, words and actions are gradually purified to
the extent that our entity is totally submerged in the personality
of our Sadguru, This is the holy and spiritual blending of self
with the Master.

The whole process is that of purification, of removal of
dirt, of identifying the glories of the self through introversioa,
Let the lining of purity be permanent, Thereafter any amount
of dirt around us will not block our vision, It is our privilege
to belong to this glorious fraternity of Sadguru Sainath Maharaj.

Sadguru is taking millions of us simultancously step by step
on the ladder of spiritual progress and we can make the task
easier for ourselves only through our unstinted devotion to our

merciful Lord. : %

| | S. R. Joshi
7, Archana, M, G, Road, Ghatkopar East, Bombay 400 077
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Sai Baba, the Saint of Shirdi
(Continued from October 1981 issue)

CHAPTER X

Effect of Udi — Bandra Gentleman’s daughter — Irani gentleman’s

daughter — Shama's sister-in-law -- Bombay lady’s delivery

pains — Barhanpore lady’s offer of khichadi — Mrs. Nimonkar’s

wish fulfilled — Laxmibai Shinde's devotion — Mrs, Tarkhad’s
offer of pedha

A devotee of Bandra knowing his daughter
Down with bubonic plague in other quarter
Finding no Udi with him sent word to Nana
But then Nana was near station Thana,

He too having no udi with him then

Taking some earth from the road fen
“Meditated upon Thee and invoked for Thy aid
So suddenly Thou ran to rescue Thy lad.

The devotee seeing all this went he

To his daughter’s house, his daughter to see
[mproving since Nana applied earth to forehead
Of his wife and prayed Thee the Godhead.

Irani gentleman's daughter young

To whom fits every hour hung

Lost power of speech and limbs shrunk
And senseless fell down she with trunk.

Finding no relief with all remedy
A friend recommended for comedy
TFhy udi from Kakasaheb Dixit

To relieve her from her tragedy.
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The Irani gentleman when

Gave Udi and holy teerth then

His daughter’s fits found complete eure
And the gentleman was happy sure.

Shama's sister-in=law got plague once
His brother ran to Shama thence
Shama then prostrated before Thee
And invoked Thy aid to cure she.

Shama asking permission to go
Thou asked him not, but Udi to send
God is there to cure her fever

And he should not worry over.
i

Bapaji, Shama’s brother, went

To his suffering wife to find vent .
Mixed udi with water and gave her to drink
Next morning to find her fresh and brisk

Next morning Thou permitting

Shama to see his sister-in-law ailing
Went in a hurry to his brother’s home
To find her cured from her doom.

Shama taking tea returned to Thee

To say Thou make them restless wee
Raising storms first in them the winds
And calm down after to ease their minds.

Then Thou pieaded Thou art a fakir only.
To follow the orders of the Father lovely
The Lord, the Father, is the wire puller
And Thou danced to the tune of colour.

Why all hold Thou responsible said Thee
Thou know not when their actions free
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Are the results of their destiny predestined
And they suffer as per destiny predetermined.

Then said Thou he who remembers ‘Him’ often
To cast aside his egoism and soften

And keeps full faith in *Him’ and surrenders
Finds liberation to his surprise and wonder.

A Bombay lady, who always suffered death
Pains at every delivery hour

Finding no remedy was worried much

To be quick w:th a nhnld again as such,

A devotee of Kalyan, Rama Murti -
Advised the couple to see Shirdi Murti
To be free from delivery pains

At the feet of Thy merciful gains.

At her next conception the. pair

Left for Shirdi to find a deal fair

And by Thy blessings bountiful

The lady was saved from pains dreadful,

Thus Thou saved many a devotee

By Thy blessing with Udi covetee

To show the world the effect of Udi
And asked to take the cart-load of Udi,

One day the lady of Burhanpore

In her dream saw the King of Shripur
For Khichadi begging at her door

But on walking she saw none at the door.

She being pleased, told all the vision

And her husband wished to fulfil the mission
Being posted to Akola by Deptt. Postal

The pair wished to go to Shirdi portal,
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On a fine day they on their journey started
And visiting teerth Gomati, at Shirdi landed
To stay at Thy feet at Shirdi for months two
And decided with devotion to serve Thee too.

They for days fourteen to Masjid came
To worship Thee, the Shirdi God of fame
And they were very happy at Thy feet
But forgot to offer Khichadi Thy meat

But the lady not liking the delay

Brought Khichadi on fifteenth day

And at Thy meal minding the curtain not
Lifted the curtain and placed her lot.

The devotee, who dg'red not to enter

When the curtain was let down at the centre
At Thy meal, whereas the lady could

Not minding the ways of Thy food.

The devotees expressed their surprise in line
Thy delight in eating the Khichadi so fine
All were struck with wonder at Thy feat
At the devotee lady’s lovable treat. |

Those, who heard of Thy Khichadi meal
Were pleased with Thy devotee’s deal,
Which proved Thy love for Thy devotee
Who surrendered to Thee with covetee.

(to be continued) - - M. M. Amingad
Gulunche, Via Nira, Tal. Purandar, Dist. Pune



How | Became Shirdi Sai Baba Devotee

I am at present working at Hubli, In the year 1969 I
was transferred from Hubli to Miraj, My in charge was jealous
of me and was giving me lot of troubles in the day to day work.
He only planned and shifted me to Miraj, [ was then not Shri
Baba’s devotee, My wife was Baba's devotee from her childbood.
She had however not opend one word about Baba since her
marriage a8 I was concentrating on my family deity. Accordingly
[ had taken a trip to south four times with my family and my
children for visiting all holy places.

In the year 1970 my luck was opened. One day I was
casually moving with some of Sai Baba devotees and they were
discussing about Baba’s miracles and grace, Their discussion
impressed my mind much and I came home and told my wife
about Shri Baba’s miracles, She simply enjoyed the miracles but
.never told that she was also a devotee of Baba. At that time
I had two sons and my wife was carrying in the seventh month.
This was a turping point in my life towards Baba.

Suddenly one day T felt like visiting Shirdi, 1 applied for
passes and leave. All these days my in charge was dead enemy
towards me and he used to put maximum troubles for my leave
and passes; \but this time all of a sudden 1 received my pass

¢ sanctioned within two days. This is also, I thought,
only Baba's miracle.

Immediately 1 started to Shirdi with my family and my
children though my wife was in advanced stage of pregnency.
We reached Shirdi safely and stayed for two to three days and
offered pooja etc. After seeing Baba's statue in Samadhi
Mandir my mind was completely changed and found peace under

eet,

At this juncture we both, husband and wife, had individual
desires to be fulfilled by Baba's grace. I put an offer to Baba
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that I must pass in the Departmental examination, then only I
will accept Him, whereas my wife put an offer that she must
get a female child. We both returned to our room, I was in a
very happy mood., Taking this chance my wife agitatingly
expressed that she was Baba's devotee since 15 years and that
she had visited Shirdi before with her parents, . When she told
that she was Baba's devotee, I felt glad as both the husband and
wife are serving oné and-the same Sadguru.

Afterwards . 'we came to Miraj, I got success in -the
Departmental Examination. After two months my wife -gave
birth to a female child, We kept the name of the child as Sai.
Thereafter, [ had full faith, conf:denm and devonnn in Sai Baba
and started doing pooja rngulaﬂy in the house.

Since the female child was born by the grace of Baba,
my wife was feeling that the child’s hair removing and  ear
pinning function should be celebrated. at Shirdi within. one
year. Again in the year 1971, I visited Shirdi with my family
.and children,  As stated above, the function was celebrated at
Shirdi under Shri Baba’s feet and pooja etc was offered,

. This time I prayed to Baba that I must be transferred back
to Hubli. 1o the same year i. e. 1971 by the, grace, of Baba,
I was transferred to Hubli, the place which we both husband and
wife had desire to come back. Since then I am working at Hubli,

Now believe it or not there is no other God than Sai Baba
of Shirdi before our eyes and He is looking after us, = Within
ten years’ period I have come across many miracles showing
how Sai Baba of Shirdi helps his devotees, who surrender to him
whole heartedly, having full faith,

I can emphatically say that if Baba desires then only a
Jeevathama can become His devotee. This is how I consoled
and confined myself. *

R. Chandrashekaran
619/C, Cement Chawl, Gadag Road, Hubli 580 020



Shri Sai, The Great
“If you look to me, I look to you” Saying of Shri Sai of Shirdi

Bharat is a punyabhoomi. It is the heart of the world in
the place of bhakti because it gave birth to many Rishis, Saints,
Avatars, Paygambars and holy lives, Shri Sai Baba is one of
them, who spent his entire life in Shirdi similar to Lord Krishna
in Dwaraka. For decades, Shirdi has become famous yatra centre,

Our family being a devotee' of Shri Sai, 1 visited Shirdi
with my family, so far, five times in the years, 1966, 1969, 1977,
1980 and 1981, Omn our every visit to Shirdi, we had several
experiences, out of which, a few are narrated below;

During our latest visit in 1981, we took Abhisheka tirtha
at the Samadhi Mandir of Shri Sai. We felt a sort of new spirit
of encouragement and peace of mind. Further, we felt that a
spiritual power entered us and gave us satisfaction similar to a
newly born child getting satisfaction after sucking mother's milk.

During our this visit we found one saint standing under the
neem tree, under which our Lord Shri Sai used to sit in his
early days, and at which spot now a temple is built, When that
saint gave his Asheervada to our family, we felt as if Shri Sai
Himself came for us there and blessed us. Also the said saint
put Sai Vibhoothi on my forehead and immediately I felt some
kind of semi-unconsciousness, for some time,

Subsequently after coming back to our house, with the
encouragement of my wife, who is a staunch devotee and believer
in Shri Sai, since her childhood, I am writing this article to the
monthly magazine, ‘Shri Sai Leela’ of Shirdi. This magazine of
'the Saint stands like a beacon light, leading to real path of
mukti. I am the man of the category. who follows the path of
righteousness, by leaving the blind views.
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When I am writing this article, believe it, that I felt that
some unknown spirit provoked me from inside, Also it is my strong
belief, that nobody could write an article in this magazine, Shri
Sai Leela, unless Shri Sai wills it, Since last five or six years, |
am trying to draft an article to Shri Sai Leela but I failed many
times in my aspiration, But this time, consequent upon my visit
to Shirdi with my family in 1981, I had adequate encouragement
with assistance of my wife, and the asheerwad 1 got from the
saint at Shirdi, I am successful in writing this article,

* Moreover, when I was at the age of 16, I have seen
sadhoos, fakirs and poor people, who used to visit our house
for alms, because our mother was more interested to help such
people and also encouraged me to belp such people with alms,
One day, one sadhoo called upon. our hkouse and seeing my
face, advised me to pray to Shri Sai of Shirdi, who could remove
my entire worries. Then I carried this matter to my old mother,
She told me that Shri Sai of Shirdi was also one of the Gods
like Shri Rama and Shri Krishna. Till that time, 1 had no
knowledge of Shirdi ‘Sai. At the age of 26, 1 was married on
16-6-1963 to a lady aged about 20, who was a staunch devotee
of Shri Sai of Shirdi. After my marriage, my wife disclosed
tbat she is a strong devotee of Shri Sai of Shirdi, since her
childhood and that she was much impressed that this faith was
being strongly advocated by a Maharashtrian woman, who said
that all desires would be fulfilled by having faith in Shri Sai
of Shirdi.

Then my wife, in her childhood, prayed to Shri Sai, taking
oath that she would perform pooja of Shri Sai, and observe
fast on Thursdays, provided that her father gives up his bad
hablt of drinking.

You see, the greatness of Lord Shri Sai, Within a short,
time, her father gave up drinking till his death, Prier to this
instance, many of his doctor friends and e¢lders tried their. best
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to set him right; but all went in vain. Seeing this miraculous
change in her father’'s bad habit, the faith and belief of my
wife in Shri Sai doubled,

MY FURTHER EXPERIENCES

When my wife had been to Govindrajula Swami Chariot
festival, at Warangal, she found only one toy statue of Shri Sai
for sale there, She purchased it and brought it home. She
installed it in the front room of our joint family house, without
the knowledge of the elders.

All our house members first disliked it, because our
mother's beloved God is Shri Satyanarayana Swamy. A few
days after, my wife brought another Shri Sai statue and fixed it
in the middle room. On the day of Shivaratri festival. she
advised me stating that, “Shri Sai is our God and we must
pray him first”” From that day onwards, | pray to him daily
by lighting a light before the statue of Shri Sai of Shirdi.

Within a short time, we brothers got separated, Later
on we had performed the Shri Sai Satyanarayana Pooja. From
that time onwards, all our joint family members became the
devotees of Shri Sai Baba being impressed by the devotion of
my wife to Shri Sai Baba. My parents used to love me much
(mother Smt, D, Gopamma and father Shri D, Pentaiah) and
I used to regard them as living Gods, |

Regarding my occupation, we brothers were having a
joint watch repairing shop, I learnt the watch repairs under
my elder brother's guidance. After my marriage, my elder brother
separated me from the joint shop, by giving the old shop to me
and he opened a new watch repairing shop separately. At that
time, I was young and not perfect in watch répairing line. At
the time of division my brotber took almost all important
stocks, leaving for me only a few articles nominally, Seein
that, I was a little bit afraid to manage the shop. Then my
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wife, gave me some boosh with encuurnging' words, u*}ins. “Not
to fear and eur Lord Shri Sai is behind us and why should we
bother and worry™,

Also my wife suggested to put the Shri Sai Photo in our
shop and see the results of miracles; and said that He would
surely help me in our petty watch repairing business. Thereupon
we purchased a photo of Shri Sai at Hyderabad and got it
framed and kept it in our shop and another photo in our house,

Later on, I made it a practice to pay my homage and do
pooja to Shri Sai soon after entering into my shop and used
to pray for knowledge and intellect, just as Ekalavya acquired
the full knowledge by way of putting his Guru Dronacharya’s
statue in front of him and practised the Vidya ‘Dhanurbana’
and thus acquired knowledge,

Whenver | came across a critical situation in watch repairs,
I at once used to pray to our Guru Shri Sai Baba, 1 experienced
on several occasions, that some unknown - power entered in my
body and got done that critical work by me. Gradually, as the
time is passing on, by the blessings and favour of our Guru,
Shri Sai within a short time, I became proficient in watch
repairs,

]

Now, I became the whole and sole proprietor of our firm
styled *‘Shri Sai Bharat Watch Company’ at Hanamkonda
Chowrasta, Though this shop is small, it caters to the needs
of Warangal City.

Another incident I wish to place here is, that my sister
M. Bhagyamma was suffering from bleeding trouble at the time
of her pregnancy. She approached many doctors for medical
aid and failed, Lastly she came to our house. My wife Smt’
D. Padmavathi, on a Thursday, gave to my suffering sister,
some Theertham (water) mixed with Shri Sai Vibhooti. My
sister took it with full faith along with us. See, the greatness
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of our Lord Shri Sai Baba, Within a few days after taking that
Theertham, my sister became alright, and the disease disappeared
and she delivered a male child, She named the said baby Sai
Baba:. In this connection, in order to offer the child’s first hair,
we visited Shirdi. After having the darshan of Shri Sai Samadhi,
we were climbing the steps. of the building to reach our lodging.
From a height of 3 metres the child suddenly slipped and rolled
down the steps to the ground, We thought that the boy was
no more, but to our surprise, the boy got up laughing with no
injury. From this incident, it is clear how our lord Shri Sai
saved the boy from the accident. '

I like to narrate here another experience of accident which
has occured on 31st December, 1980. On that morning, at about
9.30 a.m. I proceeded on my scooter to my shop. It is
my practice to keep, Shri Sai’s photo in my pocket whenever
I go out. On that day, when I was ready to go out, I found
that I had forgotten to keep Sai’s photo in my pocket. Imme-
diately I put Sai’s photo in my pocket and started to the
shop. At that time, my wife was suffering from fever. A Moreover,
it is my personal habit that whenever I go out, firstly I bow
to Shri Ganesh Sai, then to my parents’ photos and lastly to
our Lord Shri Sai Baba's photo. After this, on my way' to my
shop, just after 156 to 20 minutes, a person came across my
scooter suddenly and in my effort to save that man, I fell down
from the scooter. There was a drain on one side; but I fell on
the other side and I was saved, On that day, T forgot to wear
my spects, Otherwise the spects might have caused injury to
my eyes. Please, see the greatness of our Lord Shri Sai Baba, how
he saved me in all aspects and from all angles. But, somehow,
I had minor injuries and blood was oozing out of them. In
that position, I returned home on my scooter, and in that
confused state, I fell down at the bed side of my wife, who
was suffering from fever. By seeing me my wife's fever comp-
letely disappeared and she told me that our Lord Shri Sai saved
us. At that time, my sister was also there. Then many relatives
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came to see me and on hearing the details of the accident they
were surprised at the God’s protection.

My worker in the shop came and told me that a flower,
which I keep daily on Shri Sai's photo fell on my chair at the
time of the accident. After this incideat, my wife offered to
visit Shirdi, and Shri Sai Samadhi, if everything goes on O. K,

Of course, as we took oath, myself and myl wife visited
Shirdi and bad the darshan of Shri Sai Baba's Samadhi and this
was our Oth visit and darshan of Shri Sai Baba’s Samadhi on
24th April, 1981 A. D, _ *

D. P. Satyanarayan
Propn:tor, Bharat Watch Company,
Warangal City,Main Road, Hanamkonda
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Sai Baba is Always with His Children

“Believe Me, though I pass away, My bones and My
tomb will give you confidence. Not only myself but My Tomb
would be speaking, moving and communicating with those
who would surrender themselves whole-heartedly, to Me’'.

. ~ (Page 136 Ch, XXV Sai Satcharita)

As one of the humble devotees of Shri Sai Baba for many
. years I have been experiencing such instances in day to day life that
1 am thoroughly convinced of the truth in the above words of Baba.

I do mot call these experiences as miracles, - Because
miracles are required to convince those, who are reluctant to
accept the supreme power of our Baba. For me these experien-
ces are nothing but His fulfilling of the promise that He gave
to each one of us when He¢ said, “If you spread your palms
with devotion before Me, I am immediately with you day and
night, My abode is in your heart and I am within you, If you
look to me I look to you.” -

Therefore every time I face a problematic situation in life
I look at Him with full confidence and surrender that whatever
will happen shall be for my welfare and spiritual benefit. He
has always blessed me with His grace and mercy like a loving
mother even when I have at times behaved like a disobedient
and naughty child. His grace is not only limited to the help in
fulfilling our materialistic needs but also to teach us on many
occasions to enhance our spiritual maturity.

I shall now quote three instances where Baba proved to
me that He is always by my side,

Recently 1 had been to Bombay alongwith my family to
perform ‘Novjot’ (Thread Ceremony) of my daughter, The
ceremony was fixed on 8th May 1981 and two days before I
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prayed to Baba to grace +<he function by His presence and
bless the child. 1 would like to record here that in our
community the presents are given in shape of cash enclosed in
an envelope with suitable quotations and names for identification.

The function went on as a grand success and a very
enjoyable occasion by everybody. I was somehow not fully
satisfied as Baba did not give any indication that He was
also present,

Anyway, on 10th May, when we were compiling the list
of the presents received one white envelope came into our hands
without any sort of writing on it. Now I suddenly remembered
that some one had certainly handed this cover to me on 8th
evening but I did not remember the face. We all pondered over
the question ‘Who could have done this?’ but all was in vain,
Ultimately, I realised that it could be a present only from our
Sadguru Sai Baba and no body else. When this envelope was
opened, out came Rs. 11/-. This is how He has not only
enhanced my faith in Him at spiritual level but also maintained
the formality of giving a material present and indicated that He
has honoured my humble invitation,

For the last several years I had cherished a desire to visit
the Dargah of Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti(Ajmer Sharif);but I could .
never do it, till recently when a very close friend of mine invited
me to his marriage at Phulera (Rajasthan). The way to Phulera
from Bhopal is via Agra, Jaipur and another way is via Ajmer.

Therefore, 1 decided to reach Phulara Via Agra and return
via Ajmer and have the darshan of Khwaja Saheb’s Tomb,

Normally, it is my habit that whenever I go out I am

always on the look-out for Baba and when I see Him in the
form of photograph or statue etc. 1 feel that He is very near

me and my journey will be trouble-free.
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This time right from leaving Bhopal uptil [ reached Ajmer
after attending the marriage etc. though I remembered Baba
continuously, I could not have His darshan in any form. This
was rather disappointing, 1 had a very Blissful darshan of Khwaja
Sahab at Ajmer and I remembered Baba also at that time.
Now as I stepped out of the main gate of the Dargah after
darshan, the most wonderful thing happened. Baba was right
in front of me in His *“Ashirwad’ pose in the form of a big
coloured photograph in a shop. I was not only thrilled but
wonderstruck by the ways of our Sadguru. He made me
realise that my primary purpose of this visit was the
darshan of Khwaja Sahab and the friend's marriage was a
secondary reason and therefore, till | did not fulfil my primary
object, Shri Baba did not bless me. His ways are both unique
and thought-provoking.

Finally, when | was returning from Ajmer Via Ratlam to
Bhopal, I had to change the train at Ratlam. I had a very
tiring and sleepless night journey from Ajmer and reached
Ratlam at 7.30 a.m, one hour later than the scheduled time. I
asked the Railway man for train to Bhopal and he said that
the train is on line clear and is about to puff out from the
platform, which was located quite far away. I started running
for it but meanwhile the train started. I suddenly spoke out
loudly, ‘‘Baba! What is this? Don’t you know how tired I am
and I'll have to stay another 15 hours for the next train?”’
The moment I said it, there were three short whistles from the
engine (Koo - Koo - Koo) which is the indication that some one
has pulled the emergency chain, The train which was half out
of the platform stopped and I could get not only enough time
to board the train but also settle down comfortably, [t is
needless to mention here that I reached Bhopal safely without
any problem.

On many occasions, I ask Baba’s suggestion by casting the
" chits and sometime His orders are quite contrary to my thinking:
but only time proves that Baba is always right,
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In the scorching heat of all sorts of evils and temptations
of present day life, Baba’s grace and blessings are like protecting
cool shadow of a great Banyan tree. The stream of His love
is flowing full always and it is upto us to drink this pure nectar
as much as we can. Our pot of faith should be big and strong
to carry it more and more. His source is unlimited! *

G. M. Dhunjibhoy
Qr. No. 122/C3/B-Sector Berkhera, Bhel, Bhopal Pin : 462 02|

The Ringing Call of ‘Tat—=Twam-Asit'

You are the ‘Thyaga Brahma’
The Sacchidananda swaroop

And the Atma and the Paramatma in unison.
Oh! my Lord Sainath, may I
Offer my early morning salutations to You?
May I lay down before Your
Sacred feet my bundle of
‘Paap’, cleansed with repentence?

And may I also surrender
My ego, my ‘vasanas’ and my ‘vrittis'?

Lo! Have I been blessed with
Thy kind permission for
All such ‘Samarpans’ at Thy
Glorious haven of peace and
Divine precincts of ‘Dwarkamayi’?

No wonder then, that I
Will instantly have my rebirth
In matters spiritual, abiding
And eternal
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Alluw me kmdly to havc a puff
| s | of Thy ‘chillum’,.a veritable -
Nectar for dcﬂrnym' all evil
And all gross and all drusa, :
Mike fHe Thy servant and
'Bless me with Thy ‘Pada-Sevana’
7 ., Take ;'I‘hy *Satka and deal
] N & A deadly blow on my ‘Agnyana’
. "Let the dark clouds of ‘Maya’
Wither away into nothingness,
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Dasganu was blessed with
Holy Ganga and Jamuna Thirth
= From your divine feet and lo!
- Poor ‘Megha’ was with Thy 'Kripa'
Allowed *Shiv-Darshan’ - all in Thy Leela.

Grant me Thy ‘Sakshatkar® °
| , For a moment and that
_bowsws ce Moment is anceternity for me;
Accept me, awaken me and
carry me over to Thy realm
of ‘Poorna ‘Adi-Bhautika’ state
Where ‘TAT-TWAM-ASI" is the
Ringing call of The :tarnall

b ' A N. Ran \my
Door No.'J-36, Pipe Line, Malleswaram P, Q. Bangalore, 003
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The Help “Shri Sai Leela” Gave Me

What a loving command from our Editor Brother Dr.
Parchure *‘Shri Sai Leela” has completed 59 years so steadily
and silently, contributing for the uplift of the down-trodden souls
like me, from the mundane life to His realm of Glory.

Before dwelling on the subject proper, I would like to share
with my Sai brothers, the very first and unique experience I have
had. My mind goes back to my- maiden visit to Shirdi - the
turning point in my life. - Though my thirst for this visit was
there for quite a long time’ it could not be quenched - perhaps
due to my ‘Poorva Karma’ until February 1972, On my arrival
at the Shirdi bus stand, an elderly Muslim gentleman greeted
me and guided me to the Mandir. Pointing to the office room
from a distance, he asked me to have my accommodation fixed,
keep my things, have a bath and then meet him. That was my
first contact with Shri Shinde Bhayya, accommoda'ion officer, who
has always been very kind and nice to me during my visits to
Shirdi and exchanges pleasant and affectionate greetings with me.
May Sai bless him and may his tribe increase! After leaving my
things in a room opposite the Gurustan, I hurriedly finished my
bath and set out for the darshan, when I saw my fakir friend
coming from the eastern end of the Mandir.. H2 had with him
a packet of flower garland and rose water bottle. He wanted
me to pay money for these things to-a nearby shopwallah and
asked me to buy an Abhishek ticket, took to the queue in the
Mandir Hall and wanted me to wait for my turn. I thanked
Him for his kind voluntary help and requested him to join with
e for the lunch, He nodded his head and went out of the hall.
After the completion of my offering at the Mandir, I came out
in search of that Good Samaritan. O! 1 could not find him
anywhere nearby, After that, my visit to Shirdi became an
annual event and my eyes used to hover round with the fond
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hope of finding that fakir, but it was all in vain. [ was unable
to reconcile myself with this phenomenon, Perhaps it was Sai,
who presented Himself before this poor wretch and wants me
to go through the mill till I absolve myself of all my past sins,
That is ywhy He received me *“Incognito” and put me in
“Gurusthan’’ under His loving care at the first instance itself, so
that I am cleansed thoroughly and groomed to become a worthy
recipient of His benevolence,

The memory of this episode lay embedded in my substratum.
I did not venture to write this in Shri Sai Leela much earlijer,
as I felt 1 may be poohpoohed. WHEN WILL HE COME
AGAIN TO RECEIVE ME!

Coming to the subject proper, I was only a subscriber to
Shri Sai Leela, in the beginning. I am not at all a writer.
Neither have I entered the portals of any college to gain proficiency
in- men and matters and acquire scholarship nor have I contributed
any article before for publication, to profess myself as a writer,
The saving of my life by averting a gruesome accident, prompted
me to express my gratitude to Sai and made me sing His praise.
The Sai Leela editor was kind, and my first article , blossomed in
Shri Sai Leela. Ho! What a joy! Baba had acknowledged my
gratitude and if I remember correct, I received a money order
also for Rs. 2/~ from Baba's Sansthan, which I fondly cherish
in my pooja room,

From that day onwards, from a casual reader, I became an
ardent reader of Shri Sai Leela, The lives and sayings of great
men and the narration of thrilling and soul stirring events of Sai
bhaktas which adorned the pages of Shri Sai Leela were being
read by me again and again and that started cleansing my heart
and soul, A feeling was creeping in me as though Baba was
drawing me to Him slowly = inch by inch - I do not know
how many miles of gap still lay before me!
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My second article “PLAY THE GAME OF LIFE
CHEERFULLY" was another mile stone on my road in quest
for SHANTHI. The February 1981 visit to Shirdi, thanks to
the kind call from Shri KAKRE SAHEB, for the Shri Sai Lecla
writers’ convention, I can never forget. It was a red letter day
in my life. Many were the delegates to the conference staunch
and veteran devotees of Him who have delved deep in the ocean
of Sai, and devotees some of whom . have had the good fortune
to have 'personal darshan and benign blessings of Sai. The Sai
bond endeared me to a number of dedicated and deeply devout
Sai brothers like Mr. Paramanand J. Tekchandani of Baroda:
Mr. J.-R. Laroiya of Indore, and Sarva Shri Raghunath S.
Junnarkar, Bipin Swadia; M. G, Gore and Tukaram Padwal of
Bombay and Mr. J K. Puri of Chandigarh. But for this Shri
SAI LEELA WRITERS' CONVENTION I could never have
had the benefit of meeting and mixing with such enlightened
souls, who all assembled in the “SAI DURBAR’’ and exchanged
and shared their views and experiences.

More than that, SAl BROTHERS, (Whom I know not or
have at all met them before) who are avid readers of Shri SAI
LEELA like Shri T. R."ANAND of Sarangabad and Shri V.
SUNDER of Calcutta, by their loving and affectionate letters
patted me for my prattles encouraging me to go on writing.
Do I deserve all these? Have I the capacity to undertake this
holy and delicate mission? How. could a blind man thread a
needle? What to write and when to write - HE COMMANDS,
NOT EVEN A DUST MOVES WITHOUT BABA'S WILL.
WHEN WILL HE COMMAND AGAIN!

Well! What is it that binds us all like this! It is Shri
SAI LEELA STRING that pulls nearer to Him, one bead after
another - the golden chord that holds in His own inimitable
way, the “NISHKAMYA”™ souls together. When the
GARLAND OF BEADS will be complete, so as to adorn
Hls BOSOM! Is that day for off! OH SAI!!
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Let Shri Sai Leela sing the glory of my Lord! ‘Let it
be studded with the gems from the offerings of holy men like
Swami Chinmayananda, Kavi Yogi Shuddhananda Bharati, Swami
Haridas, Shri Kesaviahji, Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Chaitanya,
Ramadas and several other God-men and Saints-past and
present-from all over Bharatvarsha so as to nurse, tend and aid
the spiritual development of its readers.

Let Shri Sai Leela steer us clear of all hurdles and take
us smooth on the two rails of “Shraddha™ and “Saburi’’ !

Let it help purging the body attachements and sense
appetites, and shape the mind subtle enough to conceive and
contemplate °on Sai Divine - the saviour out of the ocean
of SAMSARA.

Let Shri SAI LEELA aid to harness the secret of bringing
together the head and the heart to end our individuality and
to merge it witb the Infinite. *

R. S. Ramakrishnan
““Nag Sai Vihar” 31, Dr. Radhakrishnan Road,

Mylapore, Madras 600 004

D Baaatatatatatatararvaiar et A e e e

Request to Subscribers

It is noticed that while remitting their subscription,
the subscribers are forwarding cheques drawn in the
personal name of the Editor or the Executive Editors.
As such cheques cannot be accepted and are therefore
required to be returned, the subscribers are requested
to always draw their cheques only in the name of *'The
Shirdi Sansthan of Shri Sai Baba" in order to avoid
unnecessary correspondence, —Editor



Family Planning Camp at Shirdi

A family, planning camp for mass-scale opera tions was held
it Shirdi from 13-8-81 to 15-8-81 with the collaboration of the
Primary Health Centre, Rahata (Zilla Parishad, Ahmednagar)

~ As many as two hundred and forty family planning operations
were performed in this camp within a period of only twelve
wours with the help of the latest surgical implements, recently
mported by Lairoscope, for this purpose.

Tea, food and accommodation were provided free by the
Shirdi Sansthan to all the ladies, undergoing the operation,
alongwith the persons, Who accompanied them. Every lady,
undergoing the operation, was awarded seventy rupees by the
State and a sari and blouse piece were presented to her by
Skirdi Samsthan.
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Dr. Bbalerao and Dr. (Mrs) Bhalerao from Nanded, Dy
Mrs) Neela Joshi from Bombay, Dr. Pathak and Dr. (Mn
Pathak and Dr. (Mrs.) Shailaja Nisal from Ahmednagar and Dy,
P. V. Sane from Aurangabad, who is the Chief Medical Office;
of the Shirdi Sansthan, performed all the operations Qquite
successfully. District Civil Surgeon, Dr, Chouhan and Distrig
Health Officer, Dr. Taher gave their full cooperation for the camp,

Residential Medical Officer Dr. P. U, Joshi, Medical Officer,
Dr. P, S. Deshpande, Dr. Gunjal from Primary Health Centre,
Rahata, other doctors from other Primary Health Centres round
about Shirdi, Nurses from all these centres, Shri Kotasthane,
Chief of the Home guards at Shirdi and all the Homeguards took
special pains to make the camp a complete success.

Shri K. H. Kakre, Court Receiver Shirdi Sansthan, Shri V.
S. Apte, Chief Accounts Officer and Shri D. C. Pathak, Office
Superintendent paid personal attention to all the inmates of the camp.
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In this camp some persons donated blood to the Blood
ank of the Sainath Hospital. Hence they were thanked and
were awarded certificates for their blood donation.

In the meeting held at the end of “the camp. the Court
Receiver of the Shirdi Sansthan, Shri Kakresaheb, thanked All
the Doctors And the Nursing staff for the pains taken by them,
iespectively for performing the operations and for nursing the
patients, He also thanked the Homeguards and the staff of the
Shirdi Sansthan for giving voluntary help for successful culmin-
ation of the camp. *



Punyatithi Festival at Sai Niketan, Dadar

This year Dasara came on a Thursday. The Punyatithi
Festival therefore got added sanctity, On 8-10-1981, the office
of the Shirdi Sansthan at Dadar, was opened at 8 a. m. and the
devotees started coming for darshan from that time,

At 11,30 a. m. a crowd had gathered and they were
waiting for the aarti. In the wmeanwhile two small functions
were arranged. The first one was the publication of a Diwali
Number *“Shri Saikripa 1981' edited by Shri Vijay Hajare on
behalf of Kripanshu Prakashan and the second was the release
of a cassette of ten songs in Hindi, composed by the famous
poet of Shri Sai Leela, Shri Radhakrishna Gupta (Chetan) and
recorded by Surlok Company.

In his introductory speech, Shri Sadanand Chendwankar,
Executive Editor of Shri Sai Leela (Marathi Edition) said, **Shri
Vijay Hajare is a sincere Sai devotee and he has edited one
Diwali number *,Shri Saikripa'’ in which the experiences of Sai
devotees have been collected and articles of a number of persons,
who have seen Shri Sai Baba in flesh and blood have also been
published. We are lucky that Shri Saikripa is being published
at the time of the 63rd Punyatithi of our beloved Guru, Shri
Sai Baba. This service of Shri Vijay Hajare will be amply
rewarded by Shri Sai Baba. As we are short of time, there is
no occasion to deliver a long speech, though much can be said
on this subject, 1 therefore now request my co-Executive
Editor Dr, Parchure to publish this issue and give it in the hands
of the Sai devotees, who are anxiously waiting for it."’

Shri Sudhakar Samant, Editor of Konkan Vaibhav and Bhakti
Sangam, blessed Shri Hajare on the occasion and said, *'Shri
Hajare is a very active and painstaking person and he has taken
lot of trouble to bring out this issue of Shri Saikripa. The
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devotion to Shri Sai Baba is spreading far and wide and Shri
Sai Baba is blessing all his devotees not only in this country but
outside India also. Shri Sai devotion is required to be spread
further and | am sure that this magazine will boost that spread.
1 hope that all Sai devotees will take this blessing of Shri Sai
Baba and give encouragement to our young devotee Shri Vijay
Hajare, who has a mind to help the spread of Sai cult and
Sai devotion.”

After this speech, while publishing the magazine Dr. Parchure
said, “This is not an occasion to deliver a long speech. The two
speakers befcre me have already spoken about Shri Hajare and
his flare for Sai devotion. | know Shri Hajare for the last six
or seven years and | bhave seen his special aptitude for spreading
Sai devotion. Before this he has published two books one is of
his own poems and the second is a collection of the poems of
different poets which were published from time to time in the
Sai Leela magazine, This is his attempt to meet the Sai deyotees
through a magazine which he has called a Diwali number and
by which he wants to add to the mirth of the people during the
"ensuing Diwali. I hope all the Sai devotees would give him
full cooperation in his attempt to spread Sai devotion. 1 wish
him every success in his future life and declare that Shri Saikripa
is published.”

Shri Vijay Hazare thanked all the devotees, who were
present on the occasion and said, “unless the trio, Shri Samant,
Shri Chendvankar and Dr, Parchure had given me support and
cooperation, the work of Shri Saikripa would not have been
completed by me in time. Everything depends upon the wish
of Shri Baba and I am happy that he has got the work completed
by me”

The next programme was of releasing the cassette **Shri Sai
Mahima”., In bis introdugtory speech, Shri  Sadanand
Chendwankar introduced Shri Radhakrishna Gupta as a sincere
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Sai devotee and a poet who composed beautiful songs on the
greatness of Shri Sai Baba. He also requested Dr. Parchure to
release the cassette,

Shri Sudhakar Samant said, *Shri Radhakrishna Gupta is
associated with me as a poet because of his pecems which are
very often being published in Bhaktisangam, which is being edited
by me. Shri Gupta is contributing articles and poems during
the last seven years and they are liked by all our readers. He
is having Hindi as his mothertongue; but Shri Gupta is writing
not only in that language but he is composing beautiful poems
even in Marathi, which promote devotion to God. Shri Sai Baba
and religion, [ cougratulate Shri Gupta for the cassette of his
ten songs and wish him further success in his life as a poet.”

Dr, 'Parchure then said, “To the readers of Shri Sai Leela,
Shri Radhakrishna Gupta is not unknown. His:devotional poems
are being published in Shri Sai Leela very often and they are
full of devotion and good thoughts. He has a spebial flare for
devotional songs about the greatness of Shri Sai Baba and his
songs bring about that greatness in various ways. Now that
his cassette is being released, his songs will be heard in the
houses of all Sai devotees and this will result in the spread of
Sai devotion and Sai cult on mass scale. I wish Shri Gupta,
further success in his life and release the cassette “‘Shri Sai
Mahima’ which contains his ten devotional songs, sung by
various eminent singers and to which music has been given by
Shri Bal Chavre”.

Shri Radhakrishna Gupta (Chetan) thanked all for having
attended the function of the release of his cassette and also
thanked the Surlok Company for having taken out the cassette.

As it was past twelve, the aarti was immediately started
after the function. Nearly two hondred and fifty devotees were
present for the aarti. All suag the aarti with full devotion and
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mentally remained present at Shird for the aarti. Prasad was
distributed to all persons who attended the aarti.

Smt. Vijaya Nitu and Smt, Jayashree Belsare who were
present for the aarti then sung a few devotional songs as per
ardent request from the audience, It was feared that without
accompaniment their songs may not be very effective; but due to
the blessings of Shri Sai Baba, their songs were much appreciated
by the audience as they were sung with full devotion,

The Office was kept open upto 7-30 p. m. and devotees
were constantly coming for darshan throughout the day. More
than two thousand and five hundred devotees took darshan on
the occasion of the Punyatithi festival, *

Shirdi Sai Leela

Smt Shobha, wife of Dr. K, Ram Kumar was admitted in_
a 'Maternity Home' for delivery at Hyderabad on Tuesday the
5th July 1977. Both the husband and wife are close disciples of
Sadguru Dr. K, Sai Kumar. By Sadguru's Grace, everything
went on normal without any trouble, Shobha was blessed
with a girl baby on Wednesday the 6th July 1977. Even before
her delivery, she had taken ‘Penicillin’ injections many times
which did not cause any harm to her. Even then, on the first
and second day of her confinement, she was given ‘penicillin’
injections with test doses and she proved to be non-allergic to
it. In the early hours of the third day, Sadguru called Ram
Kumar and repeatedly “told him to immediately stop giving
penicillin injections and to remove the vial of penicillin from
her bedside.

Ram Kumar, who was going on an important work to
Hyderabad, thought of conveying this message to the hospital
doctors after completing his work at Hyderabad. Unfortunately,
on 9th July 1977 without giving a test dose, the head nurse
injected penicillip to the patient. Alas! before Ram Kumar
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could return fromHyderabad, Shobha was in a desperate condition.
Within seconds she began to vomit. All the doctors and nurses
rushed to her room, She was struggling hard for breath.

Oxygen cylinders were brought in, Glucose was fed into
her body, Within 15 minutes she was given 24 injections to
neutralise the reaction. Inspite of the best efforts of the doctors,
she seemed to be approaching closer to death. Finally her
pulse and heart-beats were coming to a halt and exactly at that
very moment, Sadguru Dr. Sai Kumar entered her room and
placed his palm on her chest. Wonder of wonders, the main
doctor, who was watching her heart-beats coming to a stop was
thrilled to find the heart regain' its normal speed. After 16
minutes, the patient regdined her consciousness and was
completely alright,

Later, the main doctor, who was attending her, told Ram
Kumar, “l thought this. case slipped from my hands, but it was
all the blessings of Sai Kumarji,”' He further added, “her heart
“beats were coming to an end, but the moment Sai Kumarji
placed his palm on her chest, it regained its normal speed.”

When Shobha recovered, she narrated her experience to
everyone, She said, *“I knew very well that my end had come,
and I could even feel my heart-beats come to its minimum
speed, probably the last beat, I was prepared to leave this
body and fixed my mind on the feet of my Guruji and I de
not know what happened next, [ became unconscious but
later when I opened my eyes I found Guruji standing beside my
bed and my room packed with doctors and nurses.”

Later, when Shobha was discharged from the hospital, she
and Ram Kumar went to Sadguru to pay their respectful thanks.
With a smile, Sadguru replied, *“Who am I to save one’s life.
It is He who saves, not me or we. All that I bave done is, |
prayed to Baba to bless her and He blessed her and saved her
from untimely death.” *

K. Ram Kumar
6-6-438 Gandhi Nagar, Secunderabad (A.P.)



SEPTEMBER 1981

SHRDI

The rush of devotees, visiting Shirdi during this month was
as usual. However there used to 'be a little more crowd on
Sundays, Thursdays and holidays. Due to the Ganpati festival.
the devotees were mostly busy in celebrating the festival in their
homes and hence the crowd at Shirdi, never became unmanage-
able. The following persons gave their different programmes in
the Samadhi Mandir during this month;-

Keertan:— 1. Sansthan Singer, Kavyateertha Shri G, V.
Joshishastri 2) Shri Chaganbuwa Bartakke, Govate, Dist Nanded
3) Shreekrishnabuwa Wamanrao Bhat (Sinnerkar Maharaj, Nasik)
4. Shri Lotangan Maharaj, Islampur, District Sangli.

Pravachan:- 1, Laxmanbuwa wakchoure, Shirdi. 2) Shri
Kulkarni Maharaj, PandharPur.

Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Bhajan etc:- 1. Shri
Jayawant Kulkarni and Party, Bombay 2. Smt. Anjali Joshi 3.
Shri Chandrakant Jadhav 4, Shri Manohar Kadam 5. Shri
Pratapraj 6. Smt. Ujjwal wadhavkar 7, Shri Katkar 8, Shri Pradip
Dalvi 9. Shri J, Kumar 10, Kumari Shrikala 11, Shri Bal Sathe
12, Shri. Waghmare 13. Shri., G. Mallesh 14. Smt. Shrikala P.
Hattangadi 15. Jay Vijay and Orchestra; Bombay, Shri Vijay L.
Dhopavkar 16, Vijaykumar V. Athavale 17. Shri Vijaykumar
Potale 18, Shri Satish Chandanshiv 19. Shri Bhaskar Godambe
20. Shri Somnath G, Gurav 21. Shri Madhu Bhavar 22. Sou.
Vaishali Vijay Athavale 23, Ratankumar 24, Shri Kishor Kumar
Sarsar 25. Shri Vinodkumar 26. Ju Helan 27. Shri Gopal Girdhar
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Gurav 28. Shri Nivritti Sambhaji Pagar 29. Shri Shirish Vasant
Keertane 30. Shri Sanjay Ghanashyam Kasale 31. Shri Sudhir
Shivaji Chavan 32. Shri Ramchandra Vyankatesh Kulkarni 33
Shri Satish Vasant Keertane 34. Shri Sunil Arvind Rao 35, Shri
Kalpana Musical Night, Pune, Shri Trimbak D. Naik 36. Sou.
Asha Kinjare 37. Shri Kisan Khaife 38. Smt, Suman Kinjare
39, Smt Renuka More 40, Smt Kamal Patil 41. Smt Alaka Khaire
42, Shri Kisanrao Jadhav 43. Shfi M. 8. Mane 44. Shri
Ramchandra Lolare 45, Shri Shreerang Telwad 46, Shri Shankar
Patil 47. Smt. Shashikala Moholkar 48, Shri Rangnath Kosable
49. Shri G. Shantaram 60. Jaybhavani, Kolbhapur, Usha Dandekar
51. Shri Nagesh Punekar 52. Cinestar, Rajshekhar 53. Cinestar,
Madhuri Karnataki 54, Music Director, Shri Mahadeo Pawar
55. Shri Shankarrao Dhumal 56, Shri Kasam Mulla 57. Shri
Bhalchadra Kadam 58. Smt, Sunanda Walvekar 59. Smt
Pushpalata 60. Shri Ramesh Mahagaokar ¢l. Shri: P, Anand 62.
Director, Shri Baburao Mape 63. Smt. Mandakini Nagane 64,
Museum of Music, Pune, Mohankumari Bhandari 65. ;Shri Vikas
Purandare 66; Shri Shreepad Solapurkar 67, Shri Suresh Mokashi
68. Shri Jagdesh Vaishnav 69. Shri Amankumar Tambe 70. Shahir
Prem Bhosale, Kolhapur 71. Shahir Anand Sawant and Mandali,
Bombay 72, Shri Shashikant Pokale 73. Shri Chandrakant Panchal
74. Shri Vitthal Mahadeshwar 75. Shri Namdev Dalvi 76. Shri
Subhash Sawant 77. Shri Waman Kadam 78. Shri Govind
Harchekar 79. Shri Manohar Pawar 80. Shri Datta Kerkar,
Bombay 81. Shri Manohar Dalvi 82, Shri Pawar g3, Sou, Anandi
Datta Kerkar 84, Shri Narayan Chiman Khade 85, Shri Sunil
Hansraj Borde 86, Shri Raghunath Narsinha Marathe; Barshikar
87. Shri Shivaji Tukaram Dhumal, Shirdi 88‘ Shri Shivram
Khandagale, Kopargaon 89, Shri Appa Raghunath Bhosale,
Pandharpur 90. Shri Kakasaheb Dikshit, Akola 91 Shri Ramchandra
Jadhav, Solapur 92, Shri Sai Bhajani Mandal, Kakinada (A.P.) 93.
Shri Dattatraya Balasaheb Badve 94. Shri Swami Saibaba, Mandir
Karnool 96, Shri Madhukar Ramchandra Lokhande, Ahmednagar.
Woeather :- The weather at Shirdi was free from disease and
quite healtiiy. e
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Publications of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi %
Shri Sai Satcharita (Marathi) Rs. 22,00
Shri Sai Satcharita (English) Rs. 12.50 %
Shri Sai Satcharita (Gujrati) Under Print 4
Shri Sai Satcharita (Hindi) Rs 12.00 ¥
Shri Sai Satcharita (Kanarese) Rs. 8.00 %
Shri Sai Baba Jeevitacharitram (Telugu) Rs. 12,00 3

do do (Sindhi) Rs. 10.00 %
Gujarati Pothi (Sharananand) Rs. 5.50
Shri Sainath Stawanmanjiri & Sumananjali Rs. 0.30 3

do do (Gujarati) Rs. 0.30 3
Four Adhyayas by Dasganu (Marathi) Under Print §

Sagoonopasana (Marathi) 13. (Gujrati) 14. (Telugu)

Re. 0.50 Re. 0.50 Rs. 2.00 '

Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi by Pradhan Under Print 3
Sai Leelamrit Marathi 17. Hindi 18. Gujarati :
Rs. 6.00 Rs. 5.50 Rs. 4.25 :

Sai Baba in Pictures Rs. 2.75 %
Shri Sai Baba Awatarkarya (A. Y. Dhond) Under Print
Mulanehe Sai Baba (Marathi) Rs. 1.25 }
Children’s Sai Baba (Gujarati) 1.00 23. (Eng) Rs, 1.75 3
do do (Telugu) Rs, 1.50 25. (Hindi) 1.75 3

Sai Keertanmala (Marathi) | Rs. 0.75 4

Sai The Superman by Sai Sharananand Rs. 5.25 ¢

Guide to Shirdi (English) 29.(Marathi) 30. (Gujarati)
Re, 1.00 Re. 1.00 Rs. 150

The Great Saint Shri Sai Baba (Mar) /50 32, (Eng.) 0.50
Sai Baba of Shirdi by Perin S. Bharucha  Rs. 5.00 3

Rudradhyaya Re. 0.60
Marathi Brochure Re 0;50 %
Keertan Panchak Re. 0.50

I Available at :-= 1. Receiver, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan,

P. O. Shirdi, Dist. Ahmednagar.

2. Sai Niketan, 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Rd,
Dadar, Bombay - 400 014.
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LICENCE No. 1Y
Licence Ta Post Without Prepayment
At Dadar Head Office, Bombay=14

Regd. No MH By,

ASHIRVAD PHOTOS

Size Price Size Price
I*"Klﬂ'” RB.'. 1_50_ 8"110" RS. D'Sﬂ
10”x14” Rs, 1-00 23"x33” Rs. 0-20

43"x5%" Rs 0-30

X Photos from tke Blocks by Shri D. D. Neroy

Particulars ' Colour Size (Inches) Pric.
1. Baba Sitting on Stone Three-Colourad 14x20 1-2¢
y 2 Black & White 14x20 1-5¢
3, 5 Coloured 10x14

4. Baba in Dwarkamai Three-Coloured 14x20

5. = & 10x14 -

6. Shirdi Darshaao . (€6 Photos)

7. Murti Photo Coloured 10x14

8. - . Bx10

Available at :-

1. Receiver Shri Sai Baba Sansthan P. O. Shirdi,
Tal. Kopargaon, Dist. Ahmednazir

2. “Sai Niketan” 804-8, Dr. Amb:di ar Road, Dadar,
Bombay-400014
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Printed by L, B. Malvankar, at Maitha Printing Press,
Naigaum X Road, Dadar, Bombay 400-014,

Published by Shrii K. H. Kakre, Sai Niketan 804-B,
Dr. Ambedkar Rd , Dadar, Bombay .400 014



