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'ins Sainath all Supreme Being, Sauetifying the world of Sinful grecds.

- Deepavali, Meeting of Sai Bhaktas.

10th November 1939,

1

On the eve of the departure of Sji, B. .
Narasimhaswami, who was leaving Madras for Shurdi
enroute.the Andhra cotntry and was not expected to
return to Madras in- the near future, the Vysia Kala
Parishat of Madras arranged for a meeting of Sai Bhaktas

on the Deepavali Day at 55, Strotten Muthia Mudali
Street, Mladras. :



2

There was a gathering of about hundred people in
all of respectable ladies and gentlemen. One predo-
minent feature of the Congregation wai that it was
full of highly cultured and distinguished people who
really could appreciate the noble example of the Great
Spiritual Swamiji to whom this province owes the

knowledge of Sri Sai.

The proceedings were conducted in English and
Telugu with Rao Bahadur T.'Bhagavantam Gupta, Re-
tired District Collector, presiding.

The function' biegan with ‘“ Sai Ganam ” by two
young girls Amrutham and Syamala in Telgu and Vidwan :
Subramanyam Pillai’ in . Tamil. '

Shrimati Ubayabashapravina K. Ramaratnamma
delivered a lecture in Telgu and Srimati N. Raghavamma |
spoke in English. Both the speeches were very impres

sive and conveyed sound philosophic thoughts suitable-for
the occasion.

Srijath Narasimhaswami spoke next and as usual be
was full of devotional fervour and intense love to Sri Sai *
in very word that he uttered.

After Mangalam was sung and arathi was per-
formed, the audience began to take leave of Swamiji,
every one of them toucﬁing his feet while performing
namaskar. The parting was really a moving scene but
yet Swamiji maintained admirable courrage and gave his
loving blessing to one and all.

LY

Among the Devotees was a nine years old young gir
Syamala ( neice of Rao Sahib B, Papaiya Chetty ) who.
always enjoyed the kind affection of Swamiji owing to
her ardent cii-:votion of Sri Sai. She could not suppress
her feelings atthe parting scene and so bitterly wept.
Swamiji consoled and instilled courage into her. The

happy function which began "at 5 O'clock came to a close,
at 8 P. M. | i s

(™Y




: SHRI SAL
EARNEST AND HUMBLE ARPEAL.

The first and foremost building erected at Shird;,
Fthe sacred place of Shri Sai Baba, was the one built
}h}'. Mr. H. V. Sathe otherwise known then in Shirdi nx
[ Sathesahcb.” This building came inta the ownership.
some years later of one late Mr. Ramkrishna Shri-
crishna Navalkar of Bombay, a great Sai Devotee and
is :known _as the Navalkar. Wada now. Since M.
FREmkrishnanao'a ('Nav.a[kar’s ) demise the building for
‘want of repairs etc, ele. was reduced to a delapidated
‘condition.  As the very sacred objects such as Baba
‘Guru's tomb, the Margosa tree under which Baba used
‘o sit for some time when he Eirst stepped in Shirdi,
the pious foot-prints and hig photo of Baba, the mar-
ble womb-shaped seat of ' God-Shankar ¥Ling) and the
tvenerable Nandi of the bullbannered God are sitvated
tin this Wada, the Shirdi- Sansthan Committee was very
sunxious to have this Wada in their possession for the
iproper preservation of all those sacred objects.  The her-
:culean efforts of sonme of the members of the Sansthan
'?Cummittee ol being after the beirs of Navalkar with cash
on hand for purchase of the Wada during the list two
iyears were withcut success but the wonder, nay Baba's
idoing s that the very heirs of Navalkar have since gfted
“the Wada to the Sansthan of their free will and the Sans-
ftﬁigrifclr;tr;’\rnltté& have accepted the munificient gift with
E'__tha'nks.

it The Wada being in a delapidated condition, some
vof its, portions having fallen oul and some being unsafe.

el
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o AR ML R D R
f e “Opinions:of the Visitors
to the Shririe of Shree Sai Baba, Shird;,
as copied from, the Library Register,
T (1]

i- Tha great Smnt of Shirdi has created a Veritable Heaven
ﬂll earth and Blessed ara those Avho have Faith in Him.

Dtd 12¢h Marel; 1939. (sd. ) M. M. Moodalear,
' 12, William's Road, Trichinopoly-
' S, Indin
[2]

; Shi'ndi 18 not very important on the map,’ yet oue feels happy
:15 long as, he. stavs here,.and never ﬂxperjennus lonesomeness. as ha
uﬁ’&iways helped anﬂ:gmded by Shri Sgi Baba, although' He is not
séen’ _‘;qr‘_ﬂesfh.; The .Sansthan is very neatly kept and is well attended
to by the priests; The library which is looked after by Mr. \italvio
is also kept well. We learnt much of the teachings of Shri Sai HBaba,
frnm this place.

Dt.d12th Mar. 1939, [sd.] A, T, Qiri Riw,
o ST 10, St. John's Road. Bangalore,

(3]

I have Been extremely pleased with the management of the Sai
Sansthan., The .Sa.madhl ‘Mandir, Dwarkamai, Ghodawada, the
é'aédnn and the Samadhi near margosa tree have groatly icreased
:the mental picture I had formed. after reading the life history rnd

#
LI | #

about the events from the books by Rao B. Pradhan and PPru. Nur-
sinha . Swamy of Madras. I am glad also to state that in all ques.
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tions of doubts m;d d:mculhml have;!uund Shmn "Sa.l Baba coming
~ tomyrescue. I noﬁd nntanumarntu thu mcidarnts hure ae they are many

but if any ons wete to gathur‘tha mmdanfa ‘n the Tives of Shroe Sai
Baba’s Bhaktas, 1 shall mns:dor it my duty to write the same

whanever requtred.

-

Did. 14th Mar. 1939. ' (4] G. B, Desai
s " M.LS.A,MB
v : | . Corporation of Jtangoou,

Rangoon, Burmali,
| t41
1 visited this ideal place and ‘all its important features. I was
mvich‘impressed by them all. Particularly ‘the portrait of Shri Sai
Maharaj kept in the *' Musjid- " «in front - of - the temple struck me-
- inmeasurably and I find its hkenusﬂ ig quite to "the life. 1. mnot

" help admitting . that it inspited me o 4 degree and I will never fm*'

get the object and the smr:t of it, 0 saintly and divine to the last.

P. S~ Hernmth n1y humble t.cmtnbut:un of Re. 1/~ to
the Library. v | v -
Did:;26th, April 1939, , . g [sd-] Y. B. Weliniar, -

- S (U ‘ Fida Manzil,”
Ghodbunde. Koad, Khar, ~

o oF

(51
S Phe moment, @ mar enters the tomb of Bhagwan Shri Sai Baba
eanﬂ Dwarkamai he w:ll I’nrget hlmsulf These’ both places cre

heaven to me. : |
Dt. 28th April 1839, ~ e e [sd.] C. Ramaswmny'Ssttyg‘
T W General Merchant, Shimoga,. [ Mysore, |

) E—
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" Sh#t Sadguri Sai'Baba’s Anniversary
| at Anantapur.

« . -The devotees of Shri Baba met at 6 P. M. on Monday the 23rd
October 1939 at the residence of Shri K. Venkatrao a member of
(:Bar. Pictures of Shri Rama and Sadgutu were placed in 2" Manta -
fPAm ™ beautifiilly decotated and profusely garlanded. After Shoda.
‘sopachara Puja i the orthodox style, there was soul sticring Lih

'I'"J'anhin which all the one hundred people that had gathered including
“Womea and children took part,-Evaty body present felt that he was
‘on aplain diffetent from this‘.,mimduno atmosphere, Brother .\, |.,
‘Narasinha Rao Panthulu then spoke in Telugu on the Life of Sai
E‘?ﬁbﬂ: and showed how .hewas an avatara purusha, born un this

gmﬂl only to redeam the suffering and ginny souls. In this connection he

?}hlnk’d Shri B, V. Narasinha Swami ﬁqd Rao. Saheb Papiahchetty

Yor their effortsto broadcast the literature [ about Sai Baba 1 in the

“,,M'I_ldras Presidency. Thanks to the books and, articles -written by
ﬁ“.‘:“ PQODL!- Many a struggling soul had taken fo the worship of Shri
;"-‘Sai Baba and thereby found solace and comfort.

¢ - ~LThen Btother C.S. Rama Swami explained to the audience
: how they could secure the sacred ashes, pictures and photos by Sui
E:f-’»l’tl‘.':l and the Books on Baba, In this connection he congratulited
‘the anthorities of Shirdi Sansthan on their promtness in their rep'ics

E”to'.letters from 'devotees and in: supplying the *‘ udhi " or pictures
‘required by them.. - "

! After distribution of ‘Ptasad and pan supari, the meeting dis-
‘persed with cries of ** Shri Sai Babaki Jaya ”, The day was also ob.
served individually at several houses at Anantapur.

[ Having read in' the ™ Sunday Times * about the Baba the
) writer of this note first got a’'copy of “ Introduction tw Sai Tiaba
"and circulated among his friends, At present there are about a huu.
‘dred houses whete Shri Baba is being wotshipped, every iy,
| Sd/~ C. S. Rama Swami, I3.A.
Pleader, Anantapur-

AT AP IO AT T T
o
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Madra's Devotee S
Experiences
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SOME EXPERIENCES OF B. V. N. SWAMI, MADRAS.

TR T e——— .

The experiences given hero are just .a few that are picked up
Ifnm the surface, so to speak, with the least effort of memory. The
‘number of actual experiences of Baba had by me for so many veurs
(at least since 1936) is so great that selection is difficult.  Some wie
of a very private character. Some affect other persons and hayve
consequently to be kept secret.. Some experiences though convin.
cing in the midst of numerous other similar experiences are nuot
sufficiently strong when set forth separately. Several have been
forgotton, Anyhow, the object of this article is not to give uan
exhaustive or fairly exhaustive nccount of all my experiences. I
just.refer to a few, to point out how Baba has favoured me with his
help. . . Many readers will be content with that and regard them as
2 S:Rici‘entgrbund for their trying to get into contact with Sai Baba
and. obtaining similar or greater benefit.

In the first place, I must point out that I moved with many
Saints and Sadhus, for years; and any statement of mine about way
of them should not be.construed as a reflection (implied or indirect)
on any others. Comparisons are odious. T'0 lauuch upon a compa.
rison and pronounce on the comparative merits of saints, one must
bu abova them all. No such claim is put forward here and I do not
prefass to sit in judgement over any. Hence this article, (as also
Dtﬁcr expresalons of mine elsewhere) must be generously construed
and’tot taken as h:ts‘ Hits against any one are improper and
uncalled for =and are very far indeed from ny intention,



(2)

There is one difficulty in doing justic- 19
on the devotee, Baba has identifisd himself wich

8 Ipf‘[Y!iﬂﬂ '
helpers. The hklp, q&&ﬁﬂﬁ IEC% 15ong; gﬂr&gi?g; e to hav?

1 pan sf?uu
Hy W3 as

body of the Ehiedi Baba hab Féq ; tasion follo
. Ag Babais God, ¢t if; ﬁ"’ n3t

been rendered by hin. ﬂa,fj:lﬂ 5 1 s (ovel of .'1

d can hs easiiy

a matter of cnursu.a,
Satuthama or Sat Purusha, this would follow Aan g
understood. But in practice,...such. . identification cavses SO
Hence no mention is made to helps rossived DY "1'? |
It is about IS‘JL that 2

urces bofore 1930.1951. it 193 .
ﬁi-;ltia'ir}ich:rc! aiad resntved 19
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variou?

confusion.

from unseen soO
fiest heard s mantiontof sSat Babs, 44

visit Shirdi and Sakori.
er 1y pro

(as usuully un

ge was coining OV
or thel

he. study
to the sadhana

pecially egoism,.
hus render

At that time, a slight chan
I began to attach less importance to.t
stood and conducted) of Vedanta and more
practical steps that. would destroy . yasanas, ©s
dﬂvelqp theti 2 ﬂm.ﬂ_!:i,ﬂﬂﬂl;ﬁjdﬂr,-.-; c,hiaﬂ}r Love ﬂﬂd.‘i’ﬁ'd‘llld t .
Vedantic  perfection possible .and. coal, 1 was.in. quest of SOme g
institution where facilities could be fonnd -suitable to My condition ¥
and stage pf development, . to. take me along -the said course. g
visited places noted either for the: sanctity of their temples, cr.rivers’
and for their being resorts. of saints. o ¢ Pandharpur, Gangaput, ¥
Nasik, Brindavan, Kasi, Gaya, Prayag Sakori, Hubli. In.no
place however did I get full satisfaction f: ¢. the conditions exactly ¥
fitting my requirements, One saint. pointed out to e that my
failure was due to subjective causes, ViZ. the absence of total f
sutrdtder t6 God br a Guris; viewed as God and felt io by God i.e;.
sutténder of Tan, #1as, Diian i.iiﬁ."&t’thé'jhndy.fthé self, and sense
of posession or ownership.” But o bv@:‘c@rﬁé thie defect, some |
ﬁgrsnﬂaiity'ﬂi;d'suiﬁi'Blb tj;'i'i'cuir'lﬁjtéﬁn‘f:l&s. should bless m2 and atise, to-
disitth me of all vas&ﬁus}" to I-”smiﬁfﬁéht&' the "pench'nnl for éritici.ér'n.'_
and to develop docile sylbanissiun to agnpcriof pdwer, superior purityi;p
golbdr_lﬁgs and wisdom. _I_t"wi;ﬂ:S my misfortune that I had notstil'h
co{ﬁa ‘qg'rc*rss such a cla’n;_i:ihting’ pbfsénélity nor come u.rﬂel--'m;;;ﬁ
VIR DON OIS f-_:il‘cu__'mgtapcéls':” _‘Lr?:fthh‘tlfis' mental dis-satisfaction; IF
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went to see a celebrated Datta Upasaka, Narayan Maharaj ol
Khedgaonbet (40 miles from Poona) who seems to have been
favoured with the grace of Sri Dattatreya even from infancy -
grate evidenced by miracles wrought even nt the age of 7 or 8. Ax
I sat before the Datta temple there, (the power of the idol or
Padukas there has been widely published) I entertained the idea
- ofputting to the test both the Datta and Datta Upasaka of that
place. As I sat in the hall along with many others I saw sparrows
chirping and flying about the place, and I said in my mind that
if really the Datta installed thers and the Datta Upasak, Narayan
Maharaj were possessed of the spiritual and superhuman powe:
attributed to them one of the sparrows should sit upon my heud
I at once closed my eyes in' meditation or prayer. Lo! Dehold -
within five minutes of my prayer my head was struck by somethin
and ns T opened my eyes, [ saw a sparrow flying away trom m
after hitting my head with its wings. No sparrow has strncl: me
" before this. -This sudden. compliance with® my request for proof
hlled M4 with the conviction that Datta installed at that place and
Ntrayan Maharaj who installed it arereally possessed of super-
humah and spiritual power. As the only thing | wanted was a
divine personnlity, a perfect saint should be contacted by me and
control me in circuinstances favouring a perfect surrender, I went tu
‘Narayan Maharaj and asked him for that as a favour. As | hul
to make my request in the presence of many people, [ clothed iy
request in symbology and figurative speech. Said 1 "1 wna
merchant dealing in géms- and a very unfortunate dealer- 1 have
come agross mahy gems but none hitherto has satisfied me. Tach
gem I'pet is very tiny, -has dots, cracks or other blemishes. Wil
you pleasé bless me so that I may get one pure big flawless
diamond.” Narayan Maharaj after a momént's pause said “ Yes.
You will have vou'r desire,” orwords to that effect. This was i
the beginning of 1933. It took however sometime for e tO get
the promised I{ohinoor. T got possessed at'last of that] invaluable
diamond, Sri Sai Baba, giving up everything else to buyv it ur
get atit.
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An attempt to get into closa contact with Sai Baba through his
daw,\teu,s., that I mnda in 1934 was a fmlure. [ was,ut Madras about
April 1935 ntlll w:th the senge of an unfull'ilio.l hlassing ° “hﬂ“[
recawed an mwtatmn !'rom A very uninfluentinl devotes there.
Accuptmg it, 1 went to Puunn and was just' introduced to the
Rasanes. As I was taking notes of their experience Mr. P. R.
Avasti's son came in and he drew me to his father a retired Judge
of Tudore and a grent devotee of Sai Buba, The moment Mr. P, R.
Avasti learnt of my mission, his sincere soul was overpowered with
joy and treating me as he would treat an old and dear friend, he
placed himself and his jufluence entirely at my - disposal. He
introduced me to about 60 devotees of Baba .who had personal
experience uf Baba's greatness, powers and goodness. Most of
them were ignorant of English und could only speak 1n Maharathi,
which was unfamiliar to me at that time.  Mr. Avasti’s knowledge
of the vernacular and English was of as great service to me as his
influence and zeal to serve the cause of devolion to Baba by
collecting, ed:tmg and pubhslnng news ubout Baba,..From the very
bemnnmg I was determined to collect, test and. sift 5uch materials; to
arrange tham and on their. strength to prepare a biography of Baba
that would beneﬁt earnust souls all over India if nct. even beyond.
For many months I was engaged in this work with the invaluable
help of Mr. P. R. Avasti who sat up and interpreted, to me
Dabholkar's Sai Satcharita, Sai Lila Masik and other vernacnlar
publications on Baba. He helped me in this way for one year so
vigorously that at the end of that period I could dispense with his
help, as I could then read and translate Mahrathi books myself with
occasional reference to a dictionary, This itself was proof of Sri
Sai Baba's favour to me- But fresh evidence of it was forthcoming
off and on in the course of that work, Experiences, especially
experiences with one’s Guru ur God are very secret and are seldom
communicated, especially to atmngers But except in a very few
cases, every one -that we approached was very soon induced to
unlock the pnrtals of his heart and let, us into his secret experiences.
A Public Prosecutor who was an intimate friend of the Jndge began.
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Within a few minutes of his introduction to me, to unburthen himself

'of his innermost experiences to me, disclosing facts which he had
not till then revealed to his best friend Mr. P. R, Avasti, [ typed
theso statements that I took and had left them all in one  bundle
Wwith my friend Mr. G. B. Datar, Vakil at Thana. \When | was al
Poona, Mr. Datar intimated to me that the entire bundle was jos
and that in spite of his search for them, they could not he found., A
_I had no other copies, the loss would prove a very serious handicap
to the progress of my work. Full of faith in Baba and praying to
him for their recovery, I went to Thana. And at once [ went to the
table whereon he had placed his legal bundlés. In one or two
minutas I placed my hand on a bundle aud picked it out. Lo! that
was the typed set of statements relating to Baba,

More than one devotee warned me against being too credulons
and against accepting bogus devotees and faked experiences il
asked me how I - a stranger to the men, manners and EUELAes of
Maharashtra was hoping to ensure the purity and reliahilits 0 1.
information I received. I, however, knew one‘and only device. Sai

. Baba was my filter. He would not pass humbug into my sacred
. collection; I said. At least in two cases, | received strange and
" "nexpected warnings and revelations showing what I should reject.

Soms statements were thus wholly rejected and some in part. It was
quite obvious to me as also to my Bombay friends, that Haha was
favouring the publication by me of his biography and removing the
hindrances thereto step by step.

After collecting about 150 statements, I hegan publishing pan
of them in Engiish in the columns of the *“ SUNDAY TIMES™
for some 30 to 40 issues in 1936-37. As that journal has or hud
8 circulation exceeding 20,000 the initial work of interesting the
devout public all over Indin, in Sai Baba was well started. It had
a further good result. A highly respected friend remarked to me
that these experiences standing Dy themselves produce a \verv
unfavourable imprassion. Baba.there resembles a juggler with rare
powers rather than n great soul, he said.  “'What of the mirncles ol
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Sri Krishna? " Was the reply given by me. “ Oh. they are part of ths
Sri Krishna's nature,”” my friend retorted. “ Exactly so are the
‘miracles of Sai part of Sai's natura” I submitted, * That is just
what is left out of your articles” rmy [riend pointed out.

My friend was right, He is & 'pure: and holy person, not
afflicted with jealousy or hartéd of other saints than ono's ~wn Guru.
He represents a group that, in its desire to stress metaphysical and
ultimate truths is apt to underrate the importance of miracles to
those who are just beginning their sp:ntuia.l life. Sc,I felt that the
entire deféct was thnt I was pmducmg the seperate oricks lent to me
by'each devotes in the shape of his experience. Harcly any of
these devotees had acunc&ption of what the building was into which
his brick had to be fitted; i.e, ‘Baba’s real rature, So, I appealed
to Sai Baba himself,~ much ‘as Sri Ramakrishna complained to

Kali Mata that she should be mpres&ntad as a Tamasic deity by a
learned pundit. - . L8 g8 L

I fr:lt an inner warning that I should abanden thinking in
English and in terms of newspaper articles and that [ should
try to write out a reliable but orthodox biography of the saint in my
own mother-tongue. As I began that .task, even in the earliest
chapters, Baba’s nature, his powers, their nature; his Guru and what
the Guru did for him came up for consideration, Aud I dis-
covered passages in what Baba had spoken which with passages
from Scripture showed how Baba’s Guru 1was saturated with
Divinity, i.e. was God, and how that Guru God's self was poured
‘upon Baba resulting in the lattor's merger in the Divine and conse.
quent manifestation of wondarful powers, What Baba was taught
and what Baba taught :or conveyed by radiation or unseen influence
came in to fill up the picture; For the first time, so far as I knew,
a clearly intelligible picture of Baba's unature, powers and course,
materialised and was presented by me in the Introduction to Sai
Baba. The first edition of that as published in November 1938 and
now within’1l months, a third edition is having.a rapid ci-culation.

The statements of Devotee’s experiences have also heen published
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a8 Parc I and Part II in support of much that is contained m the
introduction, This introduction has been done into ali the Madrae
vernaculars, Tamil, Malayam, Kanarese and Telugu. The total
number of books on Sai Baba published on this side is about
16,000. These facts are clear evidence that Sai Baba has favoured
the spread of his Bhakti-especially iri this Presidency.

One striking fact supporting the above conclusion is that
thousands have bgcome devotees of Sai Baba herewithin the spiace
of the last 15 months, Over 100 meetings have been held, Araus
of Baba have been conducted and a few words about Baba have
be::n uttered o the audiences, Baba’s support of the movement is
further evidenced,by the fact that over 30 devotees in this Presidency
have had 'several experiences of their own which they have commu-
nicated to me and which are now being published as ‘Madras
Davqtuus' Experiences.! It is needless for tme to quote my own
numerous experiences. But I shall single out two of them of a very
striking character before closing this account, as they reveal the
greatest of the blessings Baba has conferred on me, He hus granted
the prayer of my life for an increased and still increasing meusure of
Self-surrender, by promoting in me AT (AT Ananya Chinta i e.
intense and all time concentration on himself, based on the realisa.
tion that he is looking after all that may still remain (after my
passing into the Vanaprasthu Asramc) as my needs and responsibi-
lities, - thus assuring deep mental peace.

In November 1937 I was at Tiruvanuamalai and was intending
to start for Madras, by train. Then a friend, Sri Tulasidats P.
Sabani offered to take me to Madras in his car, wherein he pointed
out that he, Miss Uma and [ could be singing Bhajana songs or
Namavalis all along the 140 miles of the journev. T'he wenther
was rainy and [ consulted Baba, by prayerfully casting chits betore
him and  picking a‘chiat at random. Baba's direction was thut
I .should go by train. I went to apologise for wy not
being of the Rhajan party, but was induced to change my mind.
I returned to miy qudrters and ploaded with Baba. "I‘ht_ rule with

* Babrd was amd is that oncd’a” decision is given, a sccomd consul.
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tation on the same matter should not be sought because HT’EFIT‘{T
l%ﬂ‘fﬁ'm I however pleaded with Baba that he should
permit me to transgress his orders for that once, as the objects of
the transgrossion was pious and I ptayed that the penalty that
was bound to follow a transgression may be lenient for the same
reason. Then I startbd with the two pious friends in Sri
Tulmdaas car. There was rain off and on all the day and all
the way. But we with singing chieered the way and the journey
started very pleasantly. After.the fifth mile, the car was proceed
ing slowly; and suddenly the sound of something snapping was
heard- The owner alighted, examined the car. and fcund that
the back axle had broken in two. The journey thus came lo an
abrupt end. It was still raining. And at the place where the
car stopped, there was no shelter, Help for repairing the car was

out of the Questmn- Then for the  first time, I reveaied to. my
two companions that I had joined them in their motor trip against
the express direction of Sai Baba, I at once submitted myself
to én Sai Baba, thanked him for the lightness of the pennlty
and pla:fed for dlrect:nn whether I should at that staga try to '
go by train or by car alone. Baba directed me to “go by car
alone” That was all very good. But where was the car that
could take me to Madras? Mr, Tulsidas's car would take a
whole day at least to repair and meanwhile what wers we to do
in the wet weather on the road? While I was waiting thus for
45 minutes not knowing what. was_.to happen to us, a car from
Tiruvannamalai drew up. It .was the.car of P. Krishnamachari
salesman of Volkhart Bros.,, Madras.and he was the only occupant
of it.- He enquired about our condition, By his kindness, Miss.
Uma and myself got into his car, 'leaving Mr. Tulsidas to attend
to_his own car. As soon as we got in, Mr. P. Krishnamachari
remarked. that -he was wondering at what happened. That very
morning. he had .written -homo to Madras that he intanded to stay
four more- days. at Tiruvannamalai and that they need not ex-
“pect him for-that period. But at 11 A. M. he suddenly chapged
hsi. mind and wished to start batck to Madras in his cnt.?.'"thgiﬂ




- T e T rT——

- e —

9

any clear reason for such a wish. He went to Ramana Maharshi
at whose Ashram he stayed and asked for leave. The leave wue
granted at once. And at once he got into his car and was diiving
towards Madras when he came and saw our plight. He sail tha!
his sudden change of mind and ths hurry he was in to get back tn
Madras was puzzling him till-he saw our helpness position. It
i8' because we were in a forlorn condition that Cod must have
sent him so suddenly to our rescue, he said. I at once confirm-
ed his statement and informed him that God Sai had done <o
Sai had asked me to go to Madras by car alone at 11 A. M. He
lone could find a car to take us to Madras and he did. He
could and did change Mr. P. K.’s mind to suit his high and henign
purposes, '

Another piece of help from Baba is more remarkable still, Fle
had “toid H. S. Dixit that he was taking all care and res-
puns:bility for Dixit's welfare upon himself and that Dixit need
not worry himself. The latter put him to a severe test when a
debt of 30,000 rupees had to be paid to a Marwadi within four days,
H. S. Dixit put the entire burden on Baba and sat quiet trusting
to'Baba for the clearance of the debt. The third day the son
of & recently departed friend of Dixit walked into his office, to con.
sult him about the investment of a fund of Rs. 30,000 and lent him
that money to clear the debt, Somewhat similar to the above,
there was a young man of good position, whom I was bound to
help, two or three years ago who badly needed starting in life and
who applied to me to get him decent employment. When I asked

“him to appeal to God or.Sai Baba, he wrote bak that he had no

sufficient faith in either. Then I prayed hard to Sai Baba and
His Devotes that the young man should be given faith and some

-decent appointment on Rs. 300, Within a few months of the

prayer, an appointment was conferred on the youth without settling
the pay. Nine months later, the employers of their own accornd
and ‘without being asked to give the above rate fixed the above rate

as his salary from the time of his joining their office. This was
convincing proof to all concerned of Sai Baba's kind intervention:

"und Lhat youth became a staunch devotee of Baba
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Apother series of memorable helps derived frorm Baba is to be
faupd in the cpse of Rao Sghib B. Papaiya Chetty of Mudeps.” Far
years.he was almost bed ridden and the symptoms of his " troubles
were so complicated that doctors cﬂ_l,lld..r neither bo positive as to

. diognosisn or render any appreciable help. As no hope appeared to
come from doctors, his mind turned to saints. “And the most
E?mﬁflﬂabl.ﬁ of tho saints lie had read of was Sri Sai Baba, whose
kind achievements for His devotees filled the columns of the Sunday
Times jyst than (1937 ). Learning that I was the writer of those
articles, he invited me to.go to ses him. In three days, I explained to
him all abopt Sai Baba. Ha got great faith in Sai 3aba and started
praying to Baba for guidance. He had a box full of Homeopathic
medicines. Selecting at a time a few that were described as good
for each ailment, he sought Baba's guidance by prayerfully castirg
chity-before His picture and choosing one chit. He found thag
cach time Babe chose a medicine, that was offective in dealing
with the particular symptom. Thus he went on with, a dozen
or moare of medidines. In the course of two. or three months,
there was remarkable improvement in his. condition. He was
strong ;nd_hénlth_}r engugh .then to leave his bed; aad he climbed
Ypstairs and went downstairs to. the ground floor, . He thea ixied «

-mator drive to -Royapettah from town, By reason of those efforts
his health did not.suffer. Though he did not, succeed in effecting
# complate,cure,.the partial cute effected was itself wonderfu! and
totally unexpeced. '

He then began to take more int_erpst-in life and tried to write
books. Though he was not even a graduate and had no literury
distinction, he started rendering Bhagavad Gita into Telugu verse.
He was surprised at the free flow of language and wondered how
he could ever have produced such a work. Then . he translated
thu-UpanIsh:_id, into Tﬂlugu pr.ctg.e. He further rendeied the gist
“of all the statements I had taken in Bombay, into’ Telugu, and
published the first big work ‘on Shri” Sai 'Baba in Madras viz, his
“SAI LEELA /. Thes translations' which ‘he .attributes to the
power derived from Baba wers so greatly 2opreciated that the Arya
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Vysia Conference held at Masulipatam this year awarded him the
title “ Anuvadha Kalanidhi ", His business also, which he could
attend to better with his improved health, was and is prospering.
But above all these henefits, there is one for which he feels very
greatly indebted to Sai Baba. I'ormwerly he had no poweriul shect
anchor in life. no personality in whose shelter he could feel that he
was safely resting. Now, conme again, come loss, come joy, come
sorrow, he has the feeling that Sri Sai Baba is at his back and will
safely see him through all turns and vicissitudes. These ups and
downs of Itfe "do not agitate or affect him now as they once did-
This, the assured peace of mind that he has secured, hc counts as
the greatest gain in going to Baba. The first few of ths series of
over hundred mectings regarding Baba that T have nddressed till
now were held «t his house in ' George Town and there " THI SAl

MANDALI",  Madras was started, of which he is the active
Secretary,

J, 4

Viruru Veerayya, Cartman, (aged 32), Nellore, says:—

For three years or more I have had: frequent recurrence of pain
in my chest, which no extent of medicines taken by me could cure,
My masters, Messts. C, R. & Sons, asked me to carry the picture of
Baba on a palanquin in the procession conducted with great elate
on 14.9.1939 and I gladly did so. I had the pain even then. But
as soon as the procession was finished, my chest pain ceased and it
has not visited me again.  This miraculous relief is surely by
Baba's grace.

Akkulu, Yenadi, (aged about 30), Gardner of ‘‘Bachu Veukatusubbiah
Chetty’s Charity”’ .Gardens, says:—

I have had chronic trouble, I used Baba's udhi and that gave
me permanent relief. :

Kunjeti Seshayya Chetty, Vysia, Cloth Merchant, (aged about'45, Nellore,
says:—

My cook a female had swelling for sometime on her chin, It
was causing intense pain and she wished to go away from Nellore
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to get treatment.  She was given Baba s udhi, of which she
swallowed a pinch. Then that pain stoopped - and has not come up
ngain, and so nhe has no need for treatment,

-+..,_,"f

Snnram Subramamam, Clerk, L.F. Office, (aged about 28), Nellore, says:—

We hg'l;l an only child and we lost it recently,. We have been
hoping for issue and we worshiped Baba's portrait. On 16-9-39, we
had pooja of Baba conducted in our house by B. V. N, Swami
That night, an old woman with a beard (hke Baba's) appeared in
my wife's dream and cheered her up by giving her coffee to drink.
At that pooja;there was a peculiarity unnotlced by me, till attention
was drawn to it by someone. - Somehow the articles placed before

Baba were all three in number—3 cocoanuts, 3 apples and
3 oranges,

AV, Srinivasan, Clerk, (aged 20) Nellore, says:i—

For a considerable time, I have had stomach pain daily
evidently due to indigestion. During the last four days I have been
serving Baba and taking his udhi, These days I have had no pain
I am now going 01"1 with the daily repetition of Baba's Namavali.

R oy Gopalluuhnn Iyer (Ma:nagmg Director:-Karaikal
: Electric Supply Co.) Tnchilmpolr- S

I was not keepmg wall for over ayear and a half i. e fmm.
about the begmmng of 193? I was ailing from Blood Pressure and
Neuritis in the feet. I consulted many eminent Doctors and had
undergone trentment for various terms under various Dctors during
1938, I was in Madras for over six weeks undergoing medical
treatmf:ant there, durmg Dctnbar/Nuvcmbﬂr 1938, In December of
the same year, T 'was very frequently gathng giddiness and ailments
of this kind;. One day, i e, about the 24th December or 25th
Déc_amber 1938, :1.do not exactly remember the date now, I h;ul the
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~ vision of a Doctor friend of mine viz, Doctor Richard Joseph,

. (who died in 1929 ) at about 2.50 A. M. He was, during his life
time our family doctor for over I5 vyears. The previous night
' Just before going to bed I thought to mysalf ” I prefer death to

. suffering like this. May the Almighty take me soon”. s soon as

- Doctor Richard Joseph appeared before me, he aske | me if [ was
mad. I asked him why? He said “vou were prattling all sorts of
nonsense the previous night. I have come here (o introduce vou to a
greater Doctor”. Immediately 1 got up and shook hands with
Doctor Richard Joseph and he introduced me o = gentleman ol
huge stature, who looked like a Kasi Brahman. Prior to this, since
three years, i, e., from the, time Sri B, V. N, Swamy was writing
articles on "“Shri Sai" I used to pray to him invariably every
tweging along with my prayers to my other family deities, and
therefore, intuitively I took him to Ys- Shri Sai Baba and decided
to visit his Samasthan. T left Trichinopoly on the 30th Decen:.
ber 1938 to Madras.

I called upon Shri B, V. N, Swami af Madeas and learnt
from him more facts about Shri Sai Baba and His Devotee Shri
Upasani Baba and the best way of visiting the two I startea
at once along with my Head Clerk, Mr. K. S, Venkaturama Iyer
l:l"gciugh the doctors would not advise such nn enterprise in
ﬁ:y then state, DBefore pl'qcaedjng to Shirdi, I-visited Pandhar.
pur, & Poona, as Shri B. V. N. Swami suggested that I may
visit Sakori about the 7th January 1939 when Shri Upasani Baba
was expected to return from Benares. 1 visited Shirdi and Sakori
and had my interview with Shri Upasani Baba. [ walked up and
down to sce Sai Baba's Samadhi and ate the food available
Shirdi. I subjected my body to an amount of fatigue, under whieh,
it would have broken down. But thanks to Shri Sai Baba, no
amount of walking or irregular and unusual meal etc.,, Could injure
me. On the other hand, as a result of my fulfilling this vow, I
visibly improved in ‘my-health. 1 visited Rajahmundry and came
back to Trichinopoly, .My friends and dostors vers alike sur.
prised té note the decided improverient in my condition. '
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After my roturn I have motored 100 or 120 miles a dny doing
even 120 miles at one stretch without a halt; and my svstem has

not been upset, |

My faith in Baba has also developed. I now find that Baba
is-governing my conduct and helping me on. I prayerfully placs
chits beforesHim and ask for His guidince, ' I'get the guidance and
I have been safe in following it. ' . |

On one occasion; I ventired to ask Baba for a proof of His
presence with me. That test Baba cqmplied with. ‘The facts are
these:—

We daily place Naivedya at night before Baba in the wall
"cupboard and close that almirah and the room in which it is situated.
No cat, rat or even {ly can enter into that cupboard after we close it..
Yet my mother came and told me. that for 2 or 3 days, she !}Otlﬂﬂd;
that the milk she had placed as an offering to Sai Baba in that
-cupboard , was' found reduced in quantity in the morning. The
reduction' might be & inch or % inch or § inch. I asked her if therc
was froth .in the milk when placed. She said that there was no-
froth in the boild and cooled milk. Moreover, the m:lk offered on
other days before these, though similarly boiled and cooled, did not
show any reduction in quantity. The solution to the problem of
reduction is this. Just then T had requested Baba to give me prool
of His prseence with me—some CHAMATKAR. The reduction in
milk was proof, the chamatkar is response to my prayer. T bure
was plenty of proof given by  Baba of His presence. My servant
in.his waking state saw Him, fn my house at Trichinopoly at 8 p. n.
in the very place wheré Baba's picture was worshipad with groat
clate when Shri B, V. N, Swami visited my house. My brother aud
the children had visions of Baba or .of persors ana form connected
with Baba; and they were informed about Baba's care for me. For
myself, circunistances dd not yet favour my having further vision of

Baba. S ' :

[ always carry Baba's Udhi aund- gi*'-.re it freely; und it cures
many maladies and scorpion stings etc. One man lying ou the road
was suffering from epileptic fits, I had some Udhi applied to him»

‘and he was cured at ouce. Thete are various instances of cures of
various kind: of diseasss by the use of Baba's Udhi,

Now-a-diys Baba is worshipped by all the membere of my '
fadtily, duily along-with our fataily: deities with the - offering of

 flowors: Arathl Nadvedyaete.. ' -~ - o0 o :



List of books about Shri Sai Baba.

' Madras books available of:—
Rao Saheb 13, Papaiya Chetty, 35 Strothen Muthue  Mudai

street, Macras.
Introduction to Shri Sai Baba by B. V. N. Swauni

( English ) 0-2-0

in Malayalam Tamil, Telugu, Cannrese. each ... ()=2=0
Expannncas of Devotess of Shri Sai Baba, by

B. V. N. Swami ( English ) part | (Ve | =1

i " " " o [Jmd =]

T " in Tamil ... ==

The above three English books bound und half ealico. . n=12=0
Namawali (i. e. 108 names of Sai Baba ) In Sauskrit,

=l=f)

Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam, Canarere. each ..
Sai Leela (in Telugu) by Rao Saheb B,Papaiya Chettiar.  0-8-0
Sai Staya (,, ,, ) by Satavadani Doma Venkat Swamy

Gupta. i dia s de
Sai Sadgeeta ( Tamil ) i, e. songs set to music on Sai by

Sow. S. Rajam.
N. B.—A few of these are stocked at Shivdi for sale to visitors.
For Gujrathl:—
“Guru Smriti © write to Mr. Wamanrao Prangovind Patel,
Head master, English High School, Umareth: Dist. Kaira,

For Old Issues:—
(single or bound in vols.’) of Sai Leela, the Shree Satcharit
by Late Annasaheb Dabholkar. in Marathi verse Rs. 3-8,
Kekavali w'th Yeshoda Pandurang notes. ( Marathi) Rs- 2, Rao
Bahadur M, V. Pradhan's book * Sai Baba of Shirdi " (Finglish)
Re. 1/.. Kirtan Akhyans, Datta, Nanasaheb Chandorkar,

Punyatithi, all in Marathi, by Mr. B, V. Deo . A, Independent
issues of Sai Leela containing lives of Dikshit, Mhalsapats,
the Dwarkeswami Sanshodhan, Sangunopasona, (Marathi Bhaj.
navali) write to Mr. R. R. Samant, Hony. Treasurer, 43, Turner
Road, Bandra, Bombay, 20.
For coloured plctures of Sal Baba:—

write to Mr. D.V, Sambare, Tejpal Road, Vile--Parle and to Rao
Saheb B. P. Chetty, 55 Strothen Muthin Mudali Street, Madras,

()=2=l)

O=1-)
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Fof' Aufhpntlc Photos of Sal Baba:—

] “"nlc to Mr. S. N. ]{lmrlmr 37 Ch:-‘t.rm Rond, Thana. [ sjezes
& avaible eard, cabinet, locket and bigger enlargement. ¥

“For Guide fo Shirdi In English:—

As. 2, write to (1) Hony. Secy. 37, Charai Road, Thana, (2) The
elerk, Shirdi Sansthan, at Shirdi, Post Rahafa, Dist. Ahmednagat.

All correspondenca regf&rﬂinﬁlShri Sai Leela should ha add

ressed lo—
Mr. I \V. Ghaisas, Ldltm and Manager Shri Sai I.eela maga-
zmo, Tokamanya Tilak Jnbilee Trust Building No. 2. Gokhale

Road, North: Dadar. Bombay 14,
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