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ANNOUNCEMENT.

Shri Gurn Paurnima [Ashadha Shuddha 15]
Utsava for the shake year 1866 of Shri Sadguru Sai
Baba will, as usual, be celebrated at His Shrine at Shirdi,
Taluks Kopargaon, Dt. Ahmednagar, by the Shridi
Sansthan Committee. All devotees, of Sai Baba are
invited to attend and partake-in the celebrations which
will commence from Wednesday the 5th and terminate
on Friday the Tth of July 1944.

Contributions ‘should " be sent to the Secretary and
Treasurer, of the Sansthan, ‘Mr.Shankarrao D.Ballawalli,
Vankola, Post Santacruz, Bombay No. 23- and receipts
obtained. The Sansthan will not be responsible if
they are sent otherwise. :

Shankar D. Balawalli.
Hon.. Secretary,
Shri Sai Baba, Shirdi Sansthan.

P. S. Remittances by Postal Orders or Cheques will
not be accepted. Sansthan Rule Book in English As.3/-
& Marathi Price Ans. 6 postage Extra.

If the Bhaktamandal St;rbsqgiptfun is still not paid |
for the years 1941 to 43, it may please, be paid earlier.
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~ Shri Sai Baba
GOLD DUST

% Patience”—Sai Baba's motto: Saburi (338}
| I

Patience is the fair goal of life
. Patience is the way to bliss

Patience is tone of strife

Without this life is amiss

II
. Patience is the Baba’s motto
Was His daily preaching
To achieve peace in toto
-Was His emphatic.teaching
' YOU &
Patience is soul attainment
Patience the mother of endurance
Patience the only achievment
Which brings on forbearance

v
Patience begets calmness
. Patience farget£ the crime
Patience ends in happiness
Is the only gift devine
V
Patience is the key of perfection
Patience is the way to salvation
Patience leads to satisfaction
With Baba’s grace & devotion

Nanoo alias
Narayana Swami, Wai
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Liberal Gift

His Highness the Maharaja of Baroda and the Mahurant
of Baroda visited Shirdi and took Dargshan of Shree Sai
Baba's Samadhi in the Month of March 1944 and contri-
buted a sum of Rupees four thousand for the erection of
Sabhamandap before Shree Sai Baba's Samadhi Mandir and
a separate amount of Rs.1000/- was given by them for
poor-feeding.

The Bane of Wordliness |

God is like the wish-yielding tree of the celestial
world (Kalpataru) which gives whatever one askes of it.
So one should be careful to give up all worldly desires
when one’s mind has been purified by religious exercises.
Just hear a story:

A certain traveller came to a large plain in the course
of his travels. As he had 'been walking in the sun for
many hours, he was thoroughly exhausted and heavily
perspiring; so he sat down in the shade of a tree to rest a
little. Presently he began to think what a comfort it would
be if he could but get a soft bed there to sleep on. He was
not aware that he was sitting under the celestial tree. As
soon a8 the above thought rose in his mind, he found a
nice bed by his side. He felt much astonished, but all the
same stretched himself on it. Now he thought to himself,
how pleasant it would be were a young damsel to come
there and gently stroke his legs. No sooner did the thought
arise in his mind than he found a young damsel sitting at
his feet and stroking his legs. The traveller felt supremely
happy. Presently he felt hungry and thought: “I have got
whatever I wished for; could I not then get some food £
Instantly he found various kinds of delicious food spread
before him. He atonce fell to eating, and having helped
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himself to his heart's content, stretched himself again on
his bed. He now began to revolve in his mind the events
of the day. While thus occupied he thought, ‘‘ If a tiger
should attack me all of a sudden?” In an instant a large
tiger jumped upon him and broke his neck and began to .
drink his blood. In this way the traveller lost his life. Such
is the fate of men in general. If during your meditation
you pray for men or money or wordly honours, your desires
will, no doubt, be satisfied to some extent; but, mind you,
there is the dread of the tiger behind the gifts you get.
Those tigers—disease, berenvements, loss of honour and
wealth, etc., are a thousand times more terrible than the
live tiger.

Si B- Eem?aiah
Dated 2nd May 1944. PENUKONDA

Maxims of_ Spirituals Significance

When visiting a sage or going to temple, you should
never go empty-handed. You have to take something,
however triffling, in your hand as an offering. Bow your
head where others are bowing. Veneration never goes
unrewarded. Remain always strong and steadfast in your
own faith, but eschew all bigotry and intolerance.

Angeris a sign of Tamas. In anger man loses all
discrimination. Hanuman set fire to Lanka, but he had not
the sense then to apprehend that it might burn even the
place where Sita was staying.

Men are quick to praise and quick to blame; so pay no
heed to what others speak of you.

In living your life of peace and virtue, be indifferent
alike to the praise and censure of mankind.
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One develops various propensities, according to the
company one moves in, and again one seeks the company
congenial to one's own propensities. *“ Gurus can be had
by hundreds and thousands, but of Chelas (disciples) there
18 not one” is an ancient saying. It means that many are
-the persons who can give good advice, but those who follow
it are few. Sin and mercury are hard to digest.

As long as you live, learn every day of the mysteries
of Love and Devotion. It will be to your advantage always.

Heaven sometimes speaks through the mouths of the
lunatics, drunkards and children.

The devil never enters ' the house wherein songs in
prase of Hari are always sung. There is no fire like lust;
no gin like hate; no sorrow like the sorrow of existence. No
happiness is greater than peace of mind.

From lust springs sorrow; from lust springs fear.

Who is wholly free from lust knows neither sorrow' nor
fear.

What is the root of evil? Craving, hatred and delusion
are the root of evil. And what is the root of good? To be .
free from craviug, hatred and delusion is the root of good.

S. B. Kasavaiah,
Penukanda, 2-5-44

“OM SRI SAI”
Experiences of Sri S, Subba Rao, Pleader, Gooty,

On or sbout the end of the 1st week of February 1944,
I heard a voice in my sleeping moments saying ° make
incessant namajapam of Dattatreya.,” I got up from my
bed and thought that Baba has armed me with a weapon
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to ward off the calamity that is about to befall. I seriously
reaulvb!i to make namajapam of .Datta so directed by Baba,
but owing to my preoccupation with other wordly matters,
I could not do namajapam. Next day Baba appeared as a
Judge in my dréeam and was very angry with me for my
act of omission to make namajapam. I got up and could
not then understand the cause of Baba's indignation. I
again elept and dreamt of having seén gingelly seeds and
of having eaten them in large quantities. This is really a
very bad dream and denotes death according to the Science
# of Dreams. I got up in the morning and was sorry for
1 7 the bad dream. I got a letter from my son at Engineering
College, Guindy, that he is laid up in the in-patient sick
~ ward of the Guindy hospital, suffering from a severe attack
of asthma and in a precarious condition. This, letter on the
subsequent day, reminded me of Baba's precaution on the
previous night directing me to make Datta namajapam. L
went before Baba’s picture in my house, repented for my
folly and made serious namajapam of Datta. Three days
_ after that, I received a letter from my sickly son at Guindy
' ’ that h¢ is getting better by Baba’s grace and that he will
| 20 over to Gooty inspite of his strious and awful weakness.
1 ran up to Madras to put him in & nursing home; but
the Doctor in charge advised for a change. I accompanied
him to Gooty from Madras by day train inspite of his
dreadful weakness entirely relying upon Baba's Udhi and
making Datta nnmﬁi&pam even in the train. We reached
, ; Gooty and he began to recover without any further
-1 i medicine. He was here for about a fort-night and went to
Madras in a decidedly better state of health. Even now, I
_am making Datta Namajopam for his complete recovery;
and he is on the sure road te health.

Thus Baba_saved my son (Engineering student) from
the throat of death by his timely advice to me to make

=
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very bad dream and denotes death according to the Science
of Dreams. .I got up in the morning and was sorry for
the bad dream. I got a letter from my son at Engineering
College, Guindy, that he is laid up in the in-patient sick
ward of the Guindy hospital, suffering from a severe attack
of asthma and in a precarious condition. This, letter on the
subsequent day, reminded me of Baba's precaution on the
previous night directing me to make Datta namajapam. I
went before Baba’s picture in my house, repented for my
folly and made serious namajapam of Datta. Three days
after that, I received a letter from my sickly son at Guindy
that hg is getting better by Baba’s grace and that he will
go over to Gooty inspite of his sérious and awful weakness.
I ran up to Madras to put him in a nursing home; but
the Doctor in charge advised for a change.' I accompanied
him to Gooty from Madras by day train inspite of his
dreadful weakness entirely relying upon Baba’s Udhi and
making Datta pamﬁjapam even in the train. We reached
Gooty and he began to recover without any further
medicine. He was here for about a fort-night and went to
Madras in a decidedly better state of health. Even now, I
_am making Datta Namajapam for his complete recovery;
and he is on the sure road te health.

Thus Baba. saved my son (Epgineering student) from
the throat of death by his timely advice to me to make
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namajapam of Datta as directed by him and by the
application of Udhi. Dear Readers ! Understand how Baha
has shown his love towards me and my son by prompt
cautionary steps to do namajapam. This is entirely due to
baving placed intense faith in Him and to my complete
surrender to Baba, of all my cares and worries.

S. SubbaRao
Pleader Gooty 27-3-44

About the end of the 1st week of March 1944, ove
night while I was sleeping alone, in my sub-conscious state
of mind, I heard the voice of Sree Sai Baba uttering the
expression ‘5000 ( Five thousand times) Nama Jaham.
Having become accustomed to His method of warning in
my particular case, I thought there must be some calamity
which will befall me shortly and that the said calamity has
to be warded off by making namajapam of Baba. The next
day I heard from my clerk that I have been prosecuted
under the Indian Arms Act for failure to deposit my revol-
ver at once after the refusal of the renewal of my license.
The refusal by the Government was due to my old age
which disqualified me to hold and use the revolver. Accord.
ingly 1 received summons to appear before the Special 1st
Class Magistrate, Gooty, on 28-3-44. The case was adjourned
to 31-3—44. I approached my brother pleaders both young
and old. The old pleaders advised me to move the District
Magistrate for the withdrawal of the case pending
against me. I prepared the petition with the help of my
brother pleaders and gent it on through my clerk for
presentation to the District Magistrate, through a brother
Pleader. This petition was sent by me only after making
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seérious namajapam of Baba 5000 times the previous night,
1, e. 29—:-3-44 & 30-3-44. My brother Pleader presented
my petition to the District Magstrate who passed orders
for the withdrawal of the case pending against me. |

Dear Readers: There are some lessons to be learnt
from this experience. I was determined to contest the case
4s I had committed no offence under the Arms Act, though
the offence was opined by some as being a technical one.
Baba overcame my stubbornness to proceed with the case
by making my brother pleaders to interfere and to advise
as to apply for withdrawal of the case. Dear Readers, please
- note that Baba not only gave me a timely warning during
my sleeping state, of the impending calamity, but also
brought pressure from my brother Pleaders to apply for
withdrawal of the case without contesting it in a court of
law. Baba also showed me a method by which I can ward
off the evil. I immediately surnendered and obeyed his
orders and the cass was withdrawn. Let it be stated in
'this connection that about more than half a dozan licensees
whose licenses were not renewed have been fined Rs. 20 or
25|~for this very same offence, which was withdrawn in my
case. This is a clear and positive proof that Baba takes care
of his devotees at all times and in all occasions giving
-timely caution and advice. May Baba hell us all for all
time to come. .

S. SubbaRao

Pleader, IGnoty, 17-4-44

RUNANUBANDHA AT PENUKONDA

Baba says “By Runanubandha, You have cometo me” etc,,

On 4-4-44, T was at Penukonda with the great Bhaktha
of Sree Sai Baba. At about 5-30 P. M. I observed an old

‘monkey coming and sitting very close to the Sub-Registrar
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Sri. S. B. Kesaviah. He brought rice and held it in his palm.
The monkey very willingly partook of the rice and ate it
without fear. On questioning Sri. S. B. Kesaviah about
this incident, he told me that it is due to ‘ Runanubandha ’
that the said monkey comes every day for its share of food.
There are other monkeys both young and old which do
not at all approach the gentleman, eventhough, they see
the old monkey eating rice from the palm of the gentleman’s
band. The abovesaid old monkey was not invited by the
gentleman to take its food from his hand, but it insists
upon food being given to it every day. This old monkey
does not go to other’s houses for its food. Baba has spoken
much of *““Runanubandha” and this incident amply proves
it. Both the giver and receiver of rice have no fear of each
other. As a matter of fact, this monkey at the beginning
came to Sri. Kesavaiash while he was resting on his house
pial and offered to sit very close to him, touching his body.
Sri. Kesaviah hesitated a bit to allow the said monkey to
be intimate with him; but his mind some how was drawn
to it and he allowed it to get near him. All the other
monkeys do not at all approach him, though they witness
the incident every day.
- S. SubbaRao

Pleader, Gooty 17-4-44

SRI RAMNAVAMI & SHRI BABA
BY
P. S. VARADARAJA AIYAR,

Hony, Secretary, Sri Sai Baba Bhakta Samaj, Calcutta,
Sri Ram and Sri Sai are like two pages of a paper.

Ram, the ancient Epic hero of one page appears as Sai, the
modern living God on the other. Ram set the example
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of a perfect character, an ideal man. Sai has shown in His
life the possibility of achieving the ideal under modern
conditions. Although Sri Baba is u quintessence of all the
<dieties, native and foreign, known and unknown, the
aspect of Sri Ram is predominant in Him. When Baba
«comes forth with his boundless Grace, the mask drops off
revealing Him as the great Ramachandrg to the most
<casual observer.

Aye, like Ramachandra He held His court in Diarka-
mayi and He has established Ramarajya in the bamlet of
Shirdi where. Hindu and Moslem, Jew and Gentile, meet
like brothers and worsbhip Him. It is recorded in the life
of Baba that He once blessed a devotee of Shri Ram with a
vision of the famous Epic hero in Himself.

It was, therefore, in the fitness of things that Baba
bade His beloved child Das Ganu Maharaj to celebrate Sri
Ramnavami festival at Shirdi every year. It behoves all
Sal devotees to celebrate Sri Ramnavami dav wherever
Baba is worshlpped learn to invoke the supreme Sai Ram
who is neither Sai nor Ram but a Being at once most
powerful, most beneficient and condescending in the most
superlative degree; and obtain His blessings.

-Spedal features of the mcarnat:on of Shri Baba

It 1s essential that every Sm ﬂemtee should have clear
and definite notions of the incarnation of Baba and the
justification for worshipping Him in addition to innume-
rable dieties that claim our allegiance. Brahmasree B.V.N.
Swamiji has already answered this question from time to
time. Yet I wish to record here the result of patient
researches conducted by an-ardent Sai devotee under the
guidance of the Master Himself.
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~ Bri Sai incarnation is one of boundless Grace, which
~transcends our conception. It is limitless. If is difficult, if
not immposible, to invoke other dieties and obtain Their
favours; Sri Sai's response is immediate. As you think of
Him, He fills your heart. This condescension on His part
endears Him to us. He is generous to a fault. His liberality
suffers from surfeit. How many sons and daughters value
the enormous sacrifices and gifts of their parents ? Yet
they are captivated by an occasional smile, a kind talk or
4 small token of love of a stranger.

_ Other dieties are hard to please, hard to propitiate.
The punishment of the votary for transgression of the laws
of their worship’ is severe. I'do not mean to imply that
we should be-necessarily lax or unclean in votive affairs,
As we are human, we are liable to err unconsciously. Such

is the mdulgence of Baba that.He readily forgives such
offences.

In'His pu;a.h room you may worship any number of
‘Gods and Goddesses and He is pleased. There is no dearth
“of religious organizations in our country. Each is confined
to the doctrines of its own founder and some of these even
-quarrel with sister organizations. Such is “the catholicity of
Sri Baba that His Samaj lends a platform to any school of
religious thought, The Hindu, Moslem, Parsi and Christian
worship at His tomb and He hails them all as His children.

Another noteworthy phase of Sai is His complete self-
abnegation, In biographical sketch of Baba of 100 pages,
99 contain’ the experiences of His devotees, That is an
unmistakable proof of His permeating everywhere. Can
you suggest any other incarnation of this nuture ?

Renunciation, properly so called, is & much misunder-

stood term. When people suffer through their own faults,
they describe the saffering as a test of God, or His special
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blessing in disguise to embitter for them temporal. plesures
and induce a spiritual yearning in them. Nothing can be
more grievously erroneous than this. Sri Baba never
teaches any to abjure worldly joys. Rather He bestows
them in plenty on those that pray for them, and then
creates in them a taste for spiritusl bliss. It is, therefore,
~not only desirable but absolutely necessary at the present
moment that Sai’s teachings, Sai worship and bhajan
should be propagated everywhere in our country.

Among the gifts of Sai, two claim our most paramount
consideration. They are the feeding of the poor and
healing the sick. Feeding the poor is not unknown in our
country. But the thing that matters is the care with which
this is conducted if it is undertaken in Sri Sai’s name. Sri
S. P. R. Naidu tried this experiment in Quefta and
Calcutra and I don’t know where else and they are working
on a permanent basis. The next gift is the holy ashes called
* Udhi’ gathered from the undying flame of an altar lit by
Babaji. Its efficacy in healing and greater still in saving
lives is being daily and hourly proved. For these alone, if
for nothing else, Sai commands the loftiest place in the
pantheon of our Gods.

As Brahmasree Swamiji has already stated while God
incarnated for universal redemption in other ages of the
globe, in Sai incarantion He has come to minister to
individual welbeing. A thirsty devotee wants  water in a
forest, another ‘Udhi’ in the ruunmg railway compartment
and a third his life to be saved from dacoits. Sai helps all.
Mrs. Manager stated that He filled every pore of her body.
That feeling is shared by all His devotees. Prof. Narke
says that He saves not only those of our world, but the
beings tenanting other planets and stara, known and
unknown.
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Yet another special feature of Sai avatar is that His
Power has grown and grows manifold after He has
dropped His physical body. “My voice shall speak from
the tomb.” And it did once. This is necessary in modern
life which is beset among other things with gcepticism,
personal observation, the socalled rationalization or
application of finite powers of reasoning to understdnd the
Infinite. Doubting, uninformed irreligion on the one hand
and rank superstition on the other have tended much to our
degeneracy. Either Baba is dismissed as a J uggler or
magician or around His personality legends and fairy tales
are woven to cast a romantic glamour. In such a state of
affairs, there is nothing like direct personal experience to
generate faith and strengthen it. This Babaji is alone doing
by working His miracles even long after He has dropped
- His corporal existence.

Another outstanding feature, which is thoroughly
modern in Sai avatar is His easy accessibility even to the
meanest beggar or the vilest leper that might implore His
protection. In other incarnations He was Raja Ramachandra
Maharaja, Sri Krishna or the terrible Nrisinhamoorthi. But
in Sai avatar He appears with the beggar’s bowl. And that
is verily a sign of His absolute humility, infinite mercy and
condescension.



SHRI ‘SAI SATCHARITRA
CHAPTER V.

>ai Baba's Stay in Shirdi.

Ashinte.. in the last Chapter, I shall now describe
first how Sai Baba returned to Shirdi after his dis-
appearance. '

- Return with Chand Patil’s Marriage Party. There lived
in the Aurangabad district { Nizam State ) in a village called
Dhoop, a well-to-do Mahomedan gentleman by name Chand
Patil. While he was making a trip to Aurangabad, he lost
a mare. For two long months, he made a diligent search
but conld get no trace of the lost mare. Being hopeless, h
was returning from Aurangabad with the saddle on Tis
—XTter Tavellng Tour ~Koss and a hall, hé came on

The Wiy to a mango treeunder the foot of which sata
queer fellow (RATNA-). He had a cap on his head, wore

*%atm (long rob&)inﬂ had a “ Satka ” ( short thick stick ]}l
under his arm-pit and he was preparing to smoke & 1

(pipe ). Seeing Chand Patil pass by the way, he called out
to him 3nd asked him to have a smoke and rest a little.
The que ow or Fakir asked him about the saddle.
(Ohand Patil rephea_ that it was of his mare which was lost.
EE Fakir asked him to make & search in the Nala close
by, He went, and the wonder of wonders was, that he
found out the mare. He thought that this Falir was not an
ordinary man but an Avalia (a great saint ). He returned
to the Fakir with the mare. The Chilim was ready for
being smoked, but two things ‘were wanting: (1) five to light
the pipe, and (2) water to wet the Chhapi (piece of cloth
through which smoke is drawn up ). The Fakir took his
prong and thrust it forcibly into the ground and out came
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o live burning coal, which he put on the pipe. Then he
dashed the Satka on the ground, from whence water began
to ooze. The Chhapi was wetted with that water, it was

 wrung out and wrapped round the pipe. Thus everything
being complete, the Fakir smoked the Chilim and gave a
smoke also to Chand. Patil. Seeing all this, Chand Patil
was wonder-struck. He requested the Fakir to come to his
home and accept his hospitality. Next day he went to the
Patil’s house and stdyed_there for some time. The Patil
was a village—officer of Dhoop. His wife’s brother’s son
was to be married and the bride selected was from Shirdi.
So Patil' made preparations to start for Shirdi for the
marriage. The Fakir also accompanied the marriage-party.
The marriage went off without any hitch, the party

returned to Dhoop, WI alone remained in Shirdi
and remained there for ever.

How the Fakir Got the Name Sai. When the marriage

party came to Shirdi, it alighted at the foot of a Bunyan
tree in Bhagat Mhalasapati’s field near Khandoba’s temple.
The carts weré loosened in the open court-yard of Khando-
ba’s temple and the members of the party descénded one
by one and the Fakir also got down, Bhagat Mhalasapati
saw the young Fakir getting down and accosted him * YA
SAI” (Welcome Sai ). Others also addressed him as Sai
and thenceforth he became known as Sai Baba.

Contact With Other Saints, Sai Baba began to stay in
a Masjid. One saint named Devidas was living in Shirdi
many Yyears before Baba came there. Baba liked his com-
pany. He stayed with him in the Maruti temple, in the
Chavdi and some time lived alone. Then came another
saint by name Jankidas. Baba spent most of his time in
talking with him or Jankidas went to Baba where he lived.
So also_one Vaishya house-holder samt from ]’unutn-;;be

e —————
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. by name Gangagir always frequented Shirdi. When he first
saw Sai Baba, carrying pitchers of water in both hands for
watering garden, he was amazed and said openly, “Blessed
is Shirdi, that it got this Precious Jewel. This man 18
carrying water to-day but he is not an ordinary fellow. As
this land ( Shirdi ) was lucky ‘and meritorious, it secured
this jewel.” So also one famous saint by name Anand-nath
of Yewala Math, a disciple of Akkalkot Maharaj came t0
Shirdi with some Shirdi people.. When he saw Sai Baba
before him, he said openly, “This is a precious’ dinmond In
realty. Though he looks liké an ordinary man, he is not 3
gar ( ordinary stone ) but a diamond. You will realize this
some time in the near future.! Baying this he returned to

ewala. This was said while Sai Baba was a youngster.

Baba’s Dress and Daily Routine, In his young da¥s,
Sai Baba grew hair on his head, never had his head
shaved. He dressed like an athlete. When he went to
Rahata ( 3 miles from Shirdi ), he brought with him small

flowers of Zendu, Jai and Jui, and cleaning and, scoring

dry land planted and watered them. A devotee by name
Vaman Tatya supplied him daﬂ}r with two earthen

pitchers. With these Baba himself used to water the plants.
He drew water from the well and carried the pitchers on
his shoulders. ‘Tn"the evening the pitchers were kept at
the foot of the  Neem tree. As soon as they were placed
there, they were broken as they were made of raw earth

and not baked. Next day Tatya supplied two fresh
pitchers. This course went on for 3 years and with Sai
Baba’s toil and labour, there grew a flower-garden. On this
gite at present stands the biz mansion—Samadhi Mandir
of Baba, which is now frequen‘ted and used by so many
devotaes. '
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The Story of Paduka ( foot-prints) under the Neem

Tree. A devotee of Akkalkotkar Maharaj by name Bhai

Krichnaji Alibagkar Worehipped the photo of Akkalkotkar

Maharaj. He once thought of going to Akkalket (Sholapur

District ), take the Darshan of Padukas ( footprints) of

the Mnharm offer his sincere worship there; but before
he could go theré, he 2ot a vision in his dream. Akkalkotkar
Maharaj appeared in the vision and said to him “now Shirdi
18 my resting-place, go there and offer your worship.” Se
Bhai changed his plan and came to Shirdi, worshipped Baba,
stayed there for six months and was happy. As a reminiscence
of this vision ete. he prepared Padukas and installed them on
an auspicious day of Shraven, Shake 1834 (1912 A.D.)
under the Neem Tree with due ceremonies and formalities,
conducted by Dada Kelkar and Upasani.  One Dixit

Brahmin was appointed for worship and the management
was entrusted to devotee Sagun.

Complete Version of This Story, Mr. B. V. Dev_;q_t;_
Thana, Retired Mamlatdar, and a great devotee of Sai Baba
made enquiries about this mattergivith Sagun Meru Naik
and Govind Kamlakar Dixit at Shirdi and has published a

a full version of this Padukas in Sai Leela Vol. 11, No. 1,

page 25. It is as follows :—
I —

In 1834 Shake (1912 A.D.) one doctor Ramrao
Kothare of Bombay came to Shirdi for Baba’s Darshana.
His compounder and his friend Bhai Krishnaji Alibagkar
accompanied him. The compounder and Bhai became
Intimate with Sagun Meru Naik and G. K. Dixit. While
discussing things, these persons thought that there must
be some memoir of the fact of Sai Baba’s first coming to
Shirdi and sitting under the holy Neem tree. They thought
of installing Baha’s Padukas there and were going
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to make them of some rough stone. Then Bhai's friend
;l:le compo;nder suggested that if this matter be made

own to his owner, Dr. Ramrao Kothare, he would pre-
pare nicmnr this purpose. All liked this proposal
and Dr. Kothare was informed. He came to Shirdi and
drew a plan .of this Padukas. He went to Upasani
Maharaj in Khandoba’s temple and showed him his plan.
The latter made many improvements, drew lotuses, flowers,
counch, disc, man etc. and suggested that the following
SLOAK (verse) regarding Neem trees’s greatness -and
Baba’s Yogic powers be inscribed. The verse was as
follows :—

ScUltee o i Clipercicil

garEEe @wReing ag |

; as FegHitE araged

i qartaT e TEAaEy.
Upasani’s suggestions were accepted and carried out.
The Padukas were made in Bombay and sent to Shirdi
~with the compounder. Baba said that they should be in-
stalled on the Pournima (15th) of Shravan. On that day at
11 A. . G. K, Dixit brought them on his head from
Khandoba’s temple to the Dwarkamai (Masjid) in a procession.
Baba touched the Padukas, saying these are feet of the Lord
and 4sked the people to instal them under the foot of the

Neem tree.

A day before, one parsi devotee of Bombay named
Pastha Shet sent Rs. 25/- by Money Order. DBaba gave
this sum for installation of the Padukas. The total ex-
pense of installation came up to Rs. 100/-, out of which
Rs. 75/- were collected by subscriptions. For the first 5
years, G. K. Dixit worshipped the Padukas daily and then
this was done by Laxman Kacheshwar Jakhadi. In the
first five years, Dr. Kothare sent Rs. 2 per month for
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lighting and he also sent the railing round the Padukas.-
The expense of brhlginé the railing from the station
to Shirdi (Rs. 7-8-0)_/and roofing was paid by Sagun
Meru Naik. Now Jakbadi . ( Nana Pujari) does the
worship and Sagun Meru Naik offers the Naivadya and
lights the evening lamps.

Bhai Krishnaji was originally a devotee of Akkalkotkar
*Maharaj. He had come to Shirdi at the installation of
the Padukas in Shake 1834 on his way to Akkalkot. He
wanted to go to Akkalkot after taking the Darshan of Baba.
He asked Baba’s permission for this. Baba said—“Oh, what
is there in Akkalkot f Why do you go there 2 The in-
ﬂt;lllt:bent Maharaj of that place is here, myself.”” Hearing
18 Bhai did not go to Akkalkot, but came to Shirdi off
and on(Before)the istallation of Padukas.

Mr. B. V. Dev concluded thnf Hemadpant aia woe
know these details. Had he known them, he would
not have failed to depict them in:his Sat Charita.

Werestlirig bout with Mohdin Tamboli and Change in Life.
To return to other stories of Babu. There was a

" wrestler in Shirdi, by name Mohdin Tamboli. Baba and he

did not agree on some items and both had a fight. In this
Baba was defeated. Thenceforth Baba changed his dress
and mode of living. He donned Kafni, wore a Langot.
( waist band ) and covered his head with a piece of cloth.
He took a piece of sack cloth for his seat, sack cloth for

‘his bed and was content with wearing torn and worn out

rags. He always said that “Poverty is better than Kingship,
far better than lordship. The Lord is slways brother
(befriender) of the poor.” Gangagir was also very fond of
wrestling. While he was once wrestling, a similar feeling
of dispassion came over him and at the proper time he
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heard the voice of an Adept, saying that you should wear
out your body, playing with God. So he too gave up
Samsara and turned towards God-realization. He established
a Math on the banks of the river near Punatambe and
lived there with disciples. Sai Baba did not mix and speak
with the people. He only gave answers when he was
questioned. By day he always sat under the Neem tree,
some times under the shade of & branch of Babul tree near the
stream at the outskirts of the village. In the afternoon he
used to walk at random and go at times to Nimgaon.
There he frequented ‘the house of {"Lrimbakji Dengale;
Baba loved Mr. Babasaheb who had a younger brother named
Nanasaheb, who had no son though he married a second
wife. Babasaheb sent Nanasaheb for taking Darshana of
Sai Baba and after some time with His grace Nanasaheb
got a son. From that time people began to come in
numbers to see Sai Baba and his fame began to spread and
reached Ahmednagar; from thencé Nanasaheb Chandorkar -
and Keshev Chidamber and many others began to come to
Shirdi. Baba was surrounded by his devotees during day;
and he slept at night in an old and dilapidated Masjid.
Baba’s paraphernalia at this time consisted of a Chilim,
tobacco, a ‘Tumrel’ (tin pot), long flowing Kafni, a piece of
cloth round his head and a Satka (short stick) which he
always kept with him. The piece of white cloth on the
head was twisted like matted hair and flowed down from
the left ear on the back. This was not washed for weeks.
He wore no.shoes, nor sandals. A piece of sack-cloth was
his seat for most of the day. He wore a Coupin ( waste
cloth) and for warding off cold he always satin front of a
Dhuni (sacred fire) facing south with his left hand resting
on the wooden railing. In that Dhuni he offered as obla-
tion, egoism, desires and all thoughts and always uttered
Allah Malik (God is the sole owner). The Masjid in which
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he sat was only of two rooms dimensions, where sll devo-

tees came and saw him. After 1912 there was a change.

The old masjid was repaired and a pavement was con-

Structed.- Before Baba came to live in this masjid, he lived

long in a place Takis where with small_bells (GHUNGUR)

in his legs Baba danced beautifully and sang with tender
Tove ——

Turning Water Into Oil.  Sai Baba was very fond of
lights. He used to borrow oil from shop-keepers and keep
lamps burning the whole night in the Masjid and temple,
This went on for somie time. The Banias who supplied oil
gratis, once met together and decided not to give oil. When as
usual, Baba went to ask for oil, they all gave a distinet No.
Unperturbed Baba returned to the Masjid and kept the dry
wicks m the lamps, The Banias were watching with
curiosity. Baba took the Tumrel (tin pot) which contained
very little (few drops) of oil, put water into it and drank
it.d After consecrating then this way, he again
took the water in the tin-pot and filled all the lamps with
it and lighted them. To the surprise and dismay of the
watching Banias, the lamps began to burn and kept burn-
ing the whole night. The Banias repented and apologized

and Baba forgave them and asked them to be miore truthful
in future.

The Pseudo-Guru Javhar Ali:—Five years after the
wrestling hout above-mentioned, one Fakir from Ahmed-
nagar by name Javhar Ali came to Rahta with disciples
and stayed in a Bakhal (specious room) near Virbhadra
temple. The Fakir was learned, could repeat the whole
Koran and had a sweet tongue. Many religious and devout
people of the village came to him and began to respect him.
With the help of the people, he started to build an Idga (a
wall before which Mahomedans pray on Idga day ) near the
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Virbhad®s temple. There was some quarrel about this
affair, on account of which Javhar Alli had to leave Rahta.
Then he came to Shirdi and lived in the Masjid with Baba.
People were captured by his sweet talk and he began to
call Baba his disciple. Baba did not object and consented
to be his Chela. Then both Guru and Chela decided to
return to Rahta and live there. The Guru‘never knew his
disciple’s worth, but the Disciple knew the defects of the
Gurnu, still he never disrespected him, observing carefully
his duties. He even served the Master in various ways.
_ They used to come to Shirdi off and on, but their main
stay was in The loving devotees of Baba in Shirdi
did not like that Baba should stay away from them in
Rahta. So they went in a deputation to @ Baba back
to Shirdi. When they met Baba near the Idga and told
the purpose for which they came, Baba said to them that the
Fakir wa-.s ill-tempered fellow, he won’t leave
him and that they should better return to Shirdi without
him before Fakir returned. While they were thus talking
the Fakir turned up and wa @' ith them for trying
to take away his disciple. There was some discussion and
altercation and it was finally decided that both the Guru and
Chela should return to Shirdi. And so they returned and
lived in Shirdi. But after a few days-the Guru was tested
by Devidas and found wanting. Tiwelve years before Baba
arrived in Shirdi with the marriage party, this Devidas -
aged about 10 or 11 came to Shirdi and lived in the
Maruti’s temple. Devidas had fine features and brilliant
eyes and he was dispassion incarnate and a Jnani. Many
persons namely Tatya Kote, Kashinath and others regarded
‘him as their Guru. They brought Javhar Alli in his pre-
sence and in the discussion that was followed, Javhar was
worsted and fled from Shirdi. He went and stayed in
Bijapur and returned after many years to Shirdi and pros-
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trated himself before Sai Baba. The delusion that he was
Guru and Sai Baba his Chela, was cleared away and as he
repented Sai Baba treated him with respect. In this case
Sai Baba showed by actual conduct how one should get rid
of egoism and do the duties of a disciple to attain the highest
end, viz. self-realization. This story is told here according
to the version given by Mhalsapati ( a grest devotee of

Baba ).

In the next Chapter will be described Ram Navami
Festival, the Masjid, its former condition and later improve-

imnent ete.
Bow to Sai Baba,



CHAPTER VI.

Rama-Navmi Festival and Masjid Repairs.

Before describing Rama-Navmi Festival and Masjid
Repairs, the Author makes some preliminary remarks
about Sad-Guru as follows— ~

Efficiency of the Touch of Guru's hand. Where Real
or Sad-Guru is the helmsman, he is sure to carry us safely
and easily beyond the wordly ocean. The word Sadguru
brings to mind Sai Baba. He appears to me as if
standing before me, and applying Udi (sacred ashes) to my
fore-head and placing his hand of blessing on my head.

. Then joy fills my heart and love overflows through my
-eyes. Wonderful is the power of the touch of Guru’s hand.
The subtle-body (consisting of thoughts and desires) which
<an’t be burnt by the world-dissolving fire, is destroyed
by the mere touch of the Guru’s hand and the sins of

~many past births are clean washed away. Even the
speech of those whose heads feel annoyed when they hear
religions and godly talks attains calmness. The seeing of
Sai Baba’s handsome form, chokes our throat with joy,

“makes the eyes flooded with tears and overwhelms the
heart with emotions, It awakens in us ‘I am He (Brahma)’

.consciousness, manifests the joy of self-realization, and

dissolving the distinction of I and thou, there and then,

makes us one with the Supreme (One Reality). When I
begin to read scriptures, at every step I am reminded of
my Sadguru, and Sai Baba assumes the form of Rama or

Krishna and makes me listen to his Life. For instance
when I sit to listen Bhagwat, Sai becomes Krishna from

top to toe and I think he sings the Bhagwat or Uddhava-

Gita (song or teachings by Lord Shri Krishna to his disci-
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ple, Uddbava) for the welfare of the devotees. When I
begin to chitchat, I am at once put in mind of Sai's stories
for enabling me to give suitable illustrations. When I
myself start to write anything, I can’t compose a few
words or sentences but when He of his own accord makes
me write, I go on writing and writing and there is no end
toit. When the disciple’s egoism props up, He presses it
down with his hand and giving his own power, makes him
gain his object and thus satisfies and blesses him. If any
one prostrates before Sai and surrenders heart and soul to
him, then unsolicited all the chief objects of life, viz.
Dharma (righteousness), Arth (wealth), Kama (Desire)
and Moksha (Deliverance) are easily_attained. Four paths,
viz. of Karma, Juina, E_:}_gg. and Bhakti lead us separately
to God. Of these the path of Bhakti is thorny and full of
pits and ditches, and thus difficult to traverse, but if youn,
relying on your Sadguru avoid the pits and thorns and
walk straight, it will take you to the destination (God). So
says definitely Sai Baba. '

After philosophising about the Self-Existent Brahmas,
His power (Maya) to create this world and the world
created, and stating that all these three are ulti-
mately one and the same, the author quotes Sai Baba's
‘words guaranteeing the walfare of the Bhaktas:

“There will never be any dearth or scarcity regarding
food and clothes in my devotees’ homes. It is my special
characteristic that* 1 look always to, and provide for
the welfare of those devotees who worship me whole-
heartedly with their minds ever fixed on me. Lord
Krishna has also said the same in the Gita. Therefore
strive not much for food and clothes. If you want any-
thing beg of the Lord, leave wordly honour, try to get

Lord’s grace and blessings and be honoured @ “}2:"
a ™ A
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mot be deluded by wordly honour. The form of+ the Deity
should be firmly fixed in the mind. Let all the senses and
mind be ever devoted to the worship of theLord, let there
be no attraction for any other thing; fix the mind in remem-
bering me always, so that it won’t wander elsewhere, to-
‘wards'body, wealth and home. Then it will be calm, peaceful
-and care—free. This is the sign of the mind being well
engaged in good company. If the mind be vagrant, it
«can’t be called well-merged.”

After quoting these words, the author goes on fo
J-cla.te the story of Rama-Navmni festival in Shirdi. As
‘Rama-Navmiis the greatest festival celebrated at Shirdi,
another fuller account, as published in Sai Leela Magazine
of 1925, page 197 is also referred to and a summary of the -
festival as related in both these accounts is-attempted here.

Origin. One Mr. Gopalrao Gund was a Circle
Inspector at Kopergaon. He was a great devotee of Baba.
He had three wives, but no issne. With Sai Baba’s bless-
ings a son was born to him. In the joy that he felt
regarding this event, an idea of celebrating a fair or ‘Urus’
<occurred to him in the year 1897 and he placed it for
consideration before other Shirdi devotees, viz. Tatya Patil,
Dada Kote Patil and Madhavrao Deshpande. They all
approved of the idea and got Sai Baba's permission and
blessing. Then an application for getting Collector’s sanction
-for celebrating. the Urus was ' made but as the village
Kulkarni reported against holding the fuir, the sanction
" wss refused. Butas Sai Baba had blessed it, they tried again
and ultimately succeeded in getting Collector’s sanction.
The day for the Urus was fixed on the Rama-Navmi
day after consultation with Sai Baba. It seems he had some
end in view, in this, viz, the unification of the two fairs or
festivals, the Urus and the Rama-Navami and the unifica-
tion' of the two communities-the Hindus and the
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Mohomedans. As future events showed, Ellt_e end or object

was achieved. n e L

\ . Permission \;‘;maned, but other difficulties cropped
ap. Shirdi was a village and there was_scarcity of water.
There were two wells in the village,he one used to dry up>
(8000 and the other’s water was brackish. This brackish
water was turned into sweet one by Sai Baba by throwing
flowers into it- The water of this well was insufficient, so
“Tatya Patil had to arrange to get water from a well by
fixing Moats_thereon at a considerable distance- Then
temporary shops had to be constructed and wrestling bouts
arranged. (opalrao Gund had a friend by name Damu
Anna Kasar of Ahmednagar. He also was similarly un-
happy in the matter of progeny though he married two
wives. He too was blessed by Sai Baba with sons and ¢
Mr. Guod prevailed upon (iim) to prepare and supply \*
one simple flag for the procession of the fair; be also
succeeded  in inducing Mr. Nanasaheb Nimonkar to

supply® another embroidered flag. Both these flags
were taken in procession through the village and finally

_fixed at the two ends or corners of the Masjid, which is

called by Sai Baba as Dwarka Mai. This is being done
-even now.

The ¢ Sandal ’ Procession. There was another proces-
sion started in this fair. This idea of ‘Sandal procession
originated with one Mr. Amir Shakkar Dalal, » Mahome-
dan Bhakta of Korahla. This procession is held in honour
of great moslem saints. Sandal i. e. Chandan (3Z7) paste and
scrappings are put in the (THALI) flat dishes and these
are carried with incense burning before them in procession
with accompaniment of band and music through the village
and then after returning to the Masjid, the contents of the
y dishes thrown on the ‘Nimbar’ (nitche) and walls of

the Masjid with hands. This work was managed by Mr,
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Amir Shakkar for the first three years and then afterwards
by his wife. So on one day, the procession of the ‘Flags’
by the Hindus and that of Sandal hy the Moslems went on
side and by side and ave still going on without any hitch.

Arrangement, This day was very dear and sacred to
the devotees of Sai Baba. Most of them turned out on this
occasion and took a leading part 1n the management of the
fair. Tatya Kote Patil looked to'all outward affairs - while-
the internal management was entirely left to one Radha-
krishna Mai, a female devotee of Baba. Her residence was
full of guests on the occasion and she had to look to their,.
needs and to arranging all paraphernalia of the fair.
Another work which she willingly did was to wash out
and clean and white-wash all the Masjid, its walls and floor,
which were blackened and were full of soot on account * of
the ever-burning Dhuni (sacred fire) of Sai Baba. Thie
work she did the previous night when Sai Baba went to
sleep every alternate day 3o Chavdi. She had to take out
all the things, even the Dhuni, out and after thorough
cleaning and whitewash, replace them as they were before.
Feeding the poor, which was so dear to Sai Baba, was also
a great item in this fair. For this purpose, cooking on a
grand scale and preparing various sweet dishes was done in
Radha~Krishna Mai's lodging and various richand wealthy
devotees took a leading part in this affair. .

Transformation of Urus Into Rama-Navmi festival,
Things were.going on in this way and the fair was gradually:
increaging in importance till 1912, when a cthange took
place. That year one devotee, Mr. Krishnarao Jogeshwar
Bhisma ( the author of the pamphlet Sai Sagunopasana )
came Ffor the fair with Dadasaheb Khaparde of
Amraoti and was staying on the previous day in the Dixit
Wada. While he was lying on the verandah and while
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Mr. Laxmanrao aliss Kaka Mahajani was going down
with Puja materials to the Masjid, a new thought arose in
his mind and he accosted him thus—There is some provi-
dential arrangement in the fact that the Urus or fair is
celebrated in Shirdi on the Rama~Navini day, the Rama-

Navmi day is very dear to all the Hindus, then why not
m Rama-Navmi Festival - the colebration of the
birth of Shri Rama here on this day. Kaka Mahsjani liked
the idea and it was arranged to get Baba’s permission in
this matter. The main difficulty was how to secure a
. Haridas, who would make ‘Kirtan’, sing the glories of the
Lord on the oceasion. But Bhisma solved the difficnlty
saying that his ‘ Rama Akhyan ’, composition on Rama’s
birth is ready and he would do the Kirtan, himself, while
Kaka Mahajani should play on the piano ( harmonium ).
It was also arranged to get the ‘ Sunthavada’ ( ginger-
powder mixed with sugar) as Prasad prepared by Radha-
Krishna Mai. So they immediately went to Masjid to get
Baba’s permission. Baba who knew all things and what
was passing there, asked Mahajani as to what was going in
the Wads. Being rather purturbed, Mahajani could not
catch the purport of the question and remained silent.
Then Baba asked Bhisma what he had to say. He ex-
plained the idea of celebrating Rama-Navmi Festival and
asked for Baba’s permission and Baba gladly gave it. All
were rejoiced snd made preparations for the Jayanti-
Festival. Next day the Masjid was decorated with buntings
etc., a4 cradle was supplied by Radha-Krishna Mai and
placed in front of Baba's seat and proceedings started.
Bhisma stood up for Kirtan and Mahajani played on the
piano. Sai Baba sent a man to call Mahajani. He was
hesitating to go doubting whether Baba would allow the
‘festival to 2o on ; but when he went-to Baba, the latter
asked him what was going on and why the cradle was
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placed there. He answered that the Rama-Navmi festival
was commenced and the cradle was put on for that purpose.
Then Baba took a garland from the ‘Nimbar’ ( nitch ) and
placed it round his -neck and sent another garland for
Bhisma. Then commenced the Kirtan. When it came to
a close, “Victory to Rama” went up and
Gulal (red powder) swas thrown up all round amidst band
and music. Every body was over-joyed, when suddenly a
roaring was heard. The red-powder thrown promiscuously
all round, went up some-bow and entercd Baba's eyes.
Baba got wild and began to scold and abuse loudly.
Peoplegot frightened by this scene and began to take to their
heels. Those intimate devotees who knew Baba well,
took these scoldings and outpourings of Baba as blessings in
disgnise. They thonght that when Rama was born, 1t was
_proper for Babs to get wild and enraged for killing
Ravana and his demons in the form of Egoism and wicked
thoughts etc. Besides they knew that when a new thing
was undertaken at Shirdi, it was usual with Baba to get
wild and angry and so they kept quiet. Radha-Krishna
Mai was rather afraid and thought that Baba may break
her eradle and she asked Mahsjani to get the cradle back.
When he went to loosen and unfasten the cradle, Baba went -
to himland asked him not toremoveit. Then after sometime
Baba became calm and that day's programme, including
Mahapuja and Arti was finished. Later on Mr. Mahajani
asked Baba for permission to remove the cradle, Baba
refused the'same, saying the festival was not yet finished.
Next day another Kirtan and Gopal-Kala ceremoney (an
earthen pot .containing parched rice mixed with curds is
hutfe only to be broken aftar the Kirtan and the con-
tents distributed to all, as was done by Lord Krishna
amongst his cow-herd friends) were performed  and
then Baba allowed the cradle to be removed. While the
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Rama-Navami festival was thus going on, the procession
of the two flags by day and that of the ‘ Sandal’ hy
* pight went off with the usual pomp and éclaty From"
this time onwards, the ‘Urus of Baba' was trnmfnrmed
into the Ram-Navmi festival.” _-

From next year (1913) the items in the programme of
Rama-Navami began to increase. Radha Irishna Mai
started a “Nama-Saptah’ (singing the glory of (God's name
continuously day and night for seven days) from 1st of
Chaitra. For this all devotees took part by turns and she
also joined some times early in the morning. As Rama-
Navmi festival is celebrated in many places all over the
country, the difficulty of getting a Haridas was again felt,
but 5 or 6 days before the festival, Mahajani met accidently
Balabuva Mali, who was known as modern Tukaram and
got him to do the Kirtan that year. The next year (1914)
another Balabuva Satarkar of Birhad—Siddhkavate, District
Satara, could not act as a Haridas in his own place as plague
was prevailing in his town, and so he came to Shirdi, with
Baba's permission; which was secured through Kakasaheb
Dixit, and he did the Kirtan and was sufficiently recompen-
sated for his labour, The difficulty of getting a new Haridas
every year was set finally at rest from 1914 by Sai Baba,
a8 he entrusted this function to Das Ganu Maharaj perma-

nently and since that time he iz so successfully and
creditably fulfilling that function uptil now.

Since 1912, this festival began to grow gradually
_year by year. From the 8th to 12th of Chaitra, Shirdi
looked like a bee-hive of men. Shops began to increase.
Celebrated wrestlers took part in wrestling bouts. Feeding
of the poor was done on & grander scale. Exertions of
Radhe-Kriehna Mai turned Shirdi into a Saunsthun (State).
Paraphernalia increaged. A beautiful horse, a palanquin,
chariot and many silver things, utensils, pot, bucket,
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pictures, mirrors cte. were presented. Elephants were
also sent for the procession. Though all this parapherna-
lia increased enormously, Sai Baba ienored all these things
and maintained his simplicity as before. It is to be
noted that both the Hindus and Mabhomedans have been
working in unision in both the processions and during all
the festival and there was no hitch or quarrel hetween
them at all so Jong. First about 5000/7000 people used
to collect, but that figure went upto 75,000 in come years;
still there was no outbreak of any epidemic disease nor
sny riots worth the name during eo many past years.
Repairs to the Masjid. Another importantidea occurred
to Gopal Gund. Just us he started the Urus or fairy
he thought that he should put the Masjid in order. So
in order to carry out the repairs, he collected stones and
got them dressed. ~ But this work was not assigned to
him. This was reserved for Nanasaheb Chandorkar and
the pavement work for Kakusaheb Dixit. First Baba was
unwilling to allow them to have these works done, but
with the intervention of Mhalasapati, a local devotee of
Baba, his permission was secured. When the pavement
was completed in one night in the Masjid, Baba took a
small.Gadi for his seat, discarding the usual piece of sack~
cloth used before. In 1911, the Sabha-Mandap (court yard)
was algo put in order with great labour and exertion. The
open space in front of the Masjid wss very emall and
icconvenient. Kakaecaheb Dixit wanted to enlarge it and
put on 8 roofing. At great expense he got iron-posts,
und pillars and trusses and started the work. At night,
all the devotees worked hard and fixed the posts; but Baba
when he retorned from the Chavdi next morning, uprooted
them all and threw them out. *Once it g0 happened that
Baba got very excited, caught a pole with one hand and
began to shake and uproot it and with the other hand
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caught the neck of Tatya Patil.” He took by force Tntyn:a
Pheta, struck a match, set it on fire and threw it io
a pit. At that time, Baba’s eyes flashed like burning
embers. None dared to look at him. All got terribly
afraid. Baba took out a rupce from his pocket and
threw it there, a8 if it was an offering on an
auspicious occasion. Tatya also was much frightened.
None knew what was going to happen to Tatya and none
dared to interfere. Bhagoji Shindya, the leper devotee of
Baba made bold to advance a little but he was thrust out
by Baba. Mudhavruo also was similarly treated, he being
pelted with brick-pieces. So all those who went to inter.
cede, were similariy dealt with. But after some time,
Baba's anger cooled down, he sent for a shop—keeper, got
from him an embroidered Pheta and himself tied it on
Tatya’s head, as if he was being given a special honour.
All the people were wonderstruck to see this strange
behaviour of Babs. They were ataloss to know what
thing enraged Baba so suddenly and whatled him to assault
Tatya Patil and why his anger cooled down next
moment. DBaba was some times very calm and quiet and
talked sweet things with love, but soon after with or
without any small pretext, got, enraged. Many such
incidents may be related but I do not know which to chooge

and which to reject. I, therefore, relate them as they
oceur to me.

In the next Chapter the question whether Baba was
a Hindu or Mahomedan will be taken up and his Yogic
practices and powers and other matters will be dealt with.

Bow to Sai Baba.

Belgaum, 23-12_43} N. V, Gunaji
- B.A.; LL.B.
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