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Sri Sai Baba more than any other saint actively participates
in the joys and sorrows of His devotees and by His extraordinary
-spiritual powers brings relief and solace to His devotees, and grants

their various wishes, saying “I am gfanting them what they want
:s0 that they may eventually want what I want.”

As Justice M. B. Rege writes, “I have always considered
Baba as the Absolute Sat-Chit-Anand Brahman, limited by His

physical body to some extent while alive, but unlimited after His
- Maha Samadhi.”

That 1s why more amd more is being written about Baba.

“This book is a good addition to Sai therature which is, in fact,
endless.



THE SCIENCE OF RELIGION
Swami Chinmayananda

| 2. Religion and Life

It is quite evident that a religion is possible only among the
living. 'Butis religion so essential to life ?  Such a doubt is obvious.
especially in these days, when we try to live a life which is not
defined by ourseives and we live a religion which 1s unknown to
us. Very rare y do people have any definite mders’camnGr of what
religion is, or what constitutes life. |

~ If life be a continuous exertion to redeem ourselves from our
soyrrows and in this process to bring about confusion and unhappi-
n33s around and about us, then religion seems to have no place-
.t all in that scheme of living. Life as it is observed by us seems.
to be an endless and exhaustive perspiration rather than an ins-
piration. But is life only a series of struggles ? The scriptures.
of the world unanimously declare that life is something sacred
which can be made, or maired, by the wisdom, or folly, of the
living creaturcs. Great and deep thinkers of the past, called the-
Rishis, have declared that life is a series of expe:iences. For an.
intimate understanding of life we must make an exhaustive study
of the working and the constitution of each experience.

The Yogic seers of India experimented upon “Life” for pur--
poses of study. When they came across this unit of life they did
not hesitate to dissect il in order to discover its contents. In
their exhaustive treatment of the subject they came upon a scientific
truth that an experience is not possible without its three fundamental
factors, viz. (1) the “Experiencer” — the Subject; (2) “Experienc~-
ed” — the Object and (3) a relationship between the two known
as “Experiencing.” _'

The better these three are readjusted and governed, the heal-
thier can our life be. All secular activities are an attempt at
remodelling and reconstituting the world of objects to a more
cfficient pattern whercin the largest number of experiencers may
find it convenient to establish easily the necessary relationship m;
‘order to produce a feeling of joy or happiness.
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When secular efforts of world govemmmts are strugghng
thus to bring more and more happiness irto life through planning
and revival of the werld of objects, religion’s consistent. effort is
in producing a healthier and more integrated personality in the
experiencer. If there be thus a scientific and healthy scheme by
wizich ‘we can rear up a generation of competent “experiencers.”
we should certainly come to rule the world of objects. That
science which tells us how we can integrate our inner personality
is called the Science of Religion, which, unfortunately, has fallen
in these days of acute ignorance to be a bundle of mere supe.rstxtlons
and blind beliefs. Scriptures of the world are all expositions of
this Scienc. of Life. | | |

Certainly, 1f there be thus a Science, which can teach us methods
by which our inner instrument of mind and intellect with which
we actually come to earn our experiences be imegmted-and stleng_-
thened, there cannot be a greater practical science than this technique
of seli-development. Therefore. if religion is not possible without
life, life 1s impossible without religion. We can call it ei_ther Re-
ligion or the Sumce of True Living. | o

When we daspasnonately study the hlstory of Relmons we
find that from iime to time, restatements of Religion in the context
of the growing social conditions and moral values of the age have
been made. To fight in the name of religion is a battle of i 1gnorance.
They can evidently dlSCOVGI‘ m the decla.ratlons of Masters that

each great Teacher came into the society to__ gulde and lead genera-
tions out of the wrong values of life into which they had fallen at
that time. Fundameptally, all rehgmns rest upon the same scien-
trﬁc truth that by comordmatmv a wc=11 developcd mmd and mtellect
in the individual — the “experiencer” — he comes to gain a bettor
balance and equilibrium in all the vicissitudes of life caused by
"ihe ever—changing strings of the objects experienced. A mere
rea,djuatment of the world of objects in the outer world as conceived
by the materialistic civilisations, cannot in itself bring about a

- larger share of happiness to mankind. Happiness is in true living
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and not in increasing the items of life, A mere attempt at product-
tion, or redistribution of wealth, cannot in itself bring an enduring-
peace, or happiness, into the individual’s bosom, nor into the society,.
unless these efforts are equally supported by an unbroken effort
at raising the mental and intellectual character and health of the-
people. The beams of true victory and constant happiness can

reach us only when, in the bosom of each individual, there is that

intellectual tranquility and mental clarity which are the signs of -
true living.

| Shrouded in the foliage of ritualism and un-understandable -
formalities, the true value of religion has come to be lost.

No other generation has been so fit to make independent
enquiries and understand the Science of Religion, as the present
one. Ours is a generation which has no patience with blind beliefs
and superstitious rituals. We enquire. We search. Unless the query
i1s answered satisfactorily we do not rest content. We are not the -
kind that would blindly follow a great text book or a great man.

Of all the philosophies of the world, the pure Science of Rehgmn
1s found to have been discussed exhaustively in Vedanta. Vedanta,
therefore, is the foundation of all theories of seli-perfection. The
techmques may differ from place to place, and from master to
master. Whenever a new religion has been established we find
that they differ from the earlier ones only in technique. The Goal,
the self-mastery, seems to be the same whatever be the la.nguage -
in which the scripture has been written. | | |

We must now strive to approach relmon in a pure sp1r1t of .
research and scholarship, so that we may trim the over-growths
and learn to respect this sacred science which labours to bring
in more order and harmony into our every—day life.
~ When once an individual has mastered himself, he becomes.
a ruler of his circumstances, and no more a victim of them. We
shall go deeper into it and analyse all the techniques by and by, .

Courtesy -:- CENTRAL CHINMAYA MISSION TRUST.



THE MARATHI ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF_PHILOSOPHY
| By - Prof : S. R. Parasnis.

The readers of Shri Sai Leela will be interested to know of
this project and hence I am giving below the necessary information.

I begin this article by first quoting what eminent authorities
in the realm of philosophy have to say about this project. Prof.
R. Ramanujachari, Madras, says “A prodigious work done
with marvellous thoroughness and exactitude with puctilious
care even for the minutest details by a band of experts under Prof.
Vadekar’s leadership....Kindly accept my hearty congratuia-
tions on your superb achievement and convey my thankful feelings
to your associates who have so far whole-heartedly co-opsratsd
with you in this colossal venture.” (4-8-1971)

Bharat-ratna S. Radhakrishanan, Ex-President of India
and a reputed Professor of Philosophy and the author of a number
of treatises and books on philosophy, writes, “I have looked
through the M. E. P. scheme. It seems to be quite sound, and
you have my best wishes for the sucess of your undertaking.”
(19-12-1963). | -

Swami Ka.rtikatianda, Editor of <“Prabuddha Bharat,”
Mayawati, writes i~ “I am extremely delighted at the monumental
work you are engaged in now. The scheme is exhaustive enough,
and when it is complete, you will have made a distinguished con-
tribution not only to the Marathi speaking people but to others.
also. It will be a model to follow for other languages also.” (25-2-64)

| These are only a few excerpts of opinions received on the
M E P plan.

The reader of this periodical will naturally be eager to know"
as to what this M E P scheme is.

M EPis an abbreviated form standing for “The Marathi
Eneyelopaedia of Philosophy.” The idea of compiling and editing.
the M E P occurred to and was thought out by Prof. D.D..
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Vadekar towards the end of his active career as Professor and Head
~of the Department. of Philosophy and was taken up for implemen-
tation by him on his retirement in June 1962.

i shall now proceed to state in short what ths MEP scheme .
is before acquainting the readers how it was 1mplemented financed :
and worked out by a band of scholars from all parts of India and
-even from scholars abroad. | | -

_The l\fI_EP plan at a _glam‘:g |

-Sector I :—Five central Branches of Philosophy :
(i) Epistemology, (ii) Logic, (iii) Meta-physics, (@v)
Philosophy of Religion,  (v) Ethics ; B

Suov-Sec. 1. Philosophy General,

2. Indian Philosophy,
3 Euro-American PhllOSOphy

t::;_Sector I[- Nine other disciplines of Phllosophy, namely, .
(i) Methodology (i) Axiology (111) Social Phllosophy
(iv) Political Philosophy . (v) Philosophy of Hlsto___r_y |
(vi) Philosophy of Law (vii) Philosophy of Educationf{
(viii) PhllOSOphy of Science  (ix) Philosophy of Art. -

-Sector I »Phllosophy 1n six other areas :
(1) Egypto - Assyro — Babylonian.
(i) Hebrew — Jewish.
(iti) Perso — Arabic.
(iv) Chinese,
(v) Japanese.
- (vi) Russian.

Sector IV~ Indian Philosophy in fourteen modern Indian languages—~
1. Marathi 2. Gujarati 3. Panjabi 4. Hindi 5. Kash- -
miri 6. Bangali 7. Assamese 8. Oriya 9. Kannada
10. Telugu 11. Tamil 12. Malayalam  13. Urdu

'14. English. I
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Sector V- Philosophy in the twelve religions of the World :

| 1. Hinduism 2. Buddhism 3. Jainism 4. Judaism
5. Christianity, 6. Islam 7. Zoroastrianism 8. Taoism
0. Shintoism 10. Sikhism 11. Vira Saivism 12. Con-
fucianism.

‘It will be seen that the MEP scheme is ambitious, but Prof.
Vadekar has been able to secure the spontaneous help of scholars

spread all over the world. It is an index to the organising capacity
and tact of Prof. Vadekar.

The work of MEP was started in 1962 and it was completed
in a record period of 10 years.

It was on 15-8-72, Independence Day, that the inauguration
ceremony of MEP printing was held at the auspicious hands of
Dr. G. S. Mahaiani, the present Vice~Chancellor of the Poona
University and once the Principal of the Fergusson College where
Prof. Vadekar worked as Professor of Philosophy and earned
a name for himself as a reputed teacher of that subject.

The MEP is to be published in three volumes. The cost of
printing has been carefully worked out and it is in the neighbour-

hood of Rs 2,38,000/-.

Durmg the ten years when the MEP scheme was bcmg worked
-out, the MEP council, which is a registered body under the Societies
Registration Act of 1860 of the Central Government and the Bombay
Public Trusts Act of the State Government, has received grants--in
-aid/Donations totalling Rs. 1,98,526 from such bodies as (i)
University Grants Commission (ii) University of Poona(iii) Mini-
stry of Cultural Affairs, Central Government (iv) State Government

(a) Board of Literature & culture and

N "(b) Education Department.
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But the unexpected development regarding the Bangla Desh
refugees and the consequent Indo-Pak war made the Central
and State Governments effect economies in their Budgets and

they are not coming forward with their generous donatlons as
promised. | "

Hence the MEP council is appealing to the Public to help-
this cause. The printing of the first volame has alteady begun
as stated above and the MEP council has been able to make finan-
cial arrangements for the same. It is hoped that with the generous
help of the public the MEP council will be able to take up the
printing and publication of the remdlmng two volumes |

- Donations from peisons interested in thls scheme will be
:gratefully accepted by Prof. D. D. Vadekar, the Chief Ed1tor__
of the MEP, and should be sefnt to the foIIowmg address .:'.'

) Prof. D. D Vadekar-,
‘Saraswatl Prasad |
1603, Sadashiva Peth
Tilak Road, | . -
-~ Poona -30.

The work of MEP is of such importance that 'éi'ﬂsugges'.tidn
has been made to publish an English version of ‘the same.
- The Hindi Granth Academy of Patna (Bihar) has under

its active consideration the proposal of having a Hindi Versich
of the MEP.



SAMARTH RAMDAS SWAMY

- By S. B. Sukhtankar, Advocate.

- The role of Samarth Ramdas Swamy against the background
of exponents of Bhakti cult was peculiar in that it largely contri-
buted to the political emancipation of Maharashtra in the seven-
teenth century. He galvanised the people in his times from the
 slough of despair and lethargy which had settled down on them
“as a result of centuries of alien rule.

Ramadas Swamy’s aim was not mercly to take the people
toWa;_‘ds God by the path of devotion (Bhakti'Marg), but to build
up the spiritual streagth and courage of the people to make them
fit instruments to free Maharashtra from its bondage of centuries.
At the tendcr age of five, the bcy Ramdas, or Narayan as he was
then known, was alone in the house (at Jamb, a village in Maha-
réé‘_htra) when a troupe of monkeys eatered the house and one of
them carried away the young boy Nafayan to the forest on its

shoulders, where he saw Prabhu Ramachandra and Sitamai in a
_palanqu'in'_' surrounded by .ﬁarious att_endcnts. Prabhu Rama-
chandra called the young Narayan near, fondled him and put a
letter in hlS hand and thereafter the whole assembly gradually
vamshed ‘When his anxious parents found hlm he was in a state
of exaltation and behdvmg like one posscssed Thcy carried the
yound Narayan home in that state and were wondermg wheth{,r'
to send for a Mantrik, whe 1 it was noticed that one of his fists was
closed. On opening the fiit and reading the letter, both Narayan
and his elder brother Gangadhar went into a trance and his father
Suryajipgnt,diéd the same day. Outwardly the young Narayan
behaved .thereafter in the same way, and there is no doubt that
t'his spiritual experience must have completely transformed him.

“Later on’ Ramdas Swamy settled at Takli near Nasik. Here
he' practised penancc for twelve years after which Shn Ram me-
self’ blessed hlm and bade him spend the rest of his life in the service

-_ of the pmp’lc Ramdas then tourcd the whole of ]ndia for another
5 A. s ) _ '
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twelve years, keenly observing the plight of the people under alien
rule. One day, a young Brahmin widow, who was accompaying
her husband’s body on its last journcy to the river bank for crema-
tion, came to him and invoked his blessings. Spontaneously
Ramdas Swamy blessed her with the usual words : “Ashtaputra
Soubhagyavati Bhava.” (Thou bt blessed with 1ong married life

and do thou beget eight sons.)

Amazed by the impossibility of such an event in the present
life, she still mqulred whether it was meant for this birth or the
next. On close examination, Swamy Ramdas soon realised his.
mistake, but felt that his words should not go waste. He, therefore,
asked the corpse to be brought to him and in the name of Ram
sprinkled water on it. This turned into a miracle and the c'orpSerl |
came to hfe A very puzzlcd young man got up and surveyed
the whole s:tuatmn with gaping eyes. Ramdas Swamy then
told the erstwhlle tea.r--stncken widow that by his blessings she
would get ten, and not eight, sons; and this also came to passin
course of time. The young couple delicated their first son to
Ramdas Swamy and he became the Swamy’s leading disciple
Uddhav. The family adopted the name Dashputre and the:re are
still members of that farmly exta,nt at Ta,kh.. |

. At one of Ramdas Swamy’ s discourses a man from Jamb
recognised him and rebuked him for his callousness in deserting
his family and not seeing them for so many years. He told him
that his mother had cried her eyes out for Narayan, so much so
that she had become blind and her health had been shattered by
sorrow at the loss of her son. Ramdas Swamy then and there
went to Jamb and presented himself at his own doorstep. Thinking

that he was some wandering Sadhu his mother asked alms to be
given to her son, and it was then that Ramdas Swamy dlSCIOSCd

his identity. One can well imagine ‘the j joy of a mother’s heart
on meeting her son whom she had long given up as lost after a period
of twenty-eight years. Her only complaint was that she could
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not see her son with her own eyes. Ramdas Swamy, by the power
of Yoga, restored her eyesight there and then. After bidding an
affectionate farewell to his mother and brother, Ramdas Swamy
Jeft for his life-mission. While leaving, his mother extracted
a promise from him that he should be at her side during her last
moments; which promise also the Swamy fulfilled. When he
came to know by Yogic insight that his mother was dying, Ramdas
Swamy. asked his disciples to look after his Math for 15 days and
after that was done, he quickly went to Jamb to fulfil his pledge.
He came back after performing the funeral obsequies of his mother,
and only by his shaven head did his disciples learn where the Guru
had been the previous two weeks.

| Soon many disciples received thur initiation from the Swamy
and as their number increased, the Swamy established Maths in
vamous parts of the country, some as far as Kashi, for the propa-
gation of Sanatana Dharma. At the head of each monastery was
~ a trusted disciple who was directed to devise ways and means for
propagating and revitalising Hinduism. Ranganath Swamy of

E Nirgudi, Jayaram Swamy of Vadgaon Anandmurti of Brahmanal

and Keshav Swamy of Bhaganagar were his chief disciples, and,
mth_Ramdas Swamy, they are known as “Samartha Panchayatan.”

| Of late, there has emerged a challenge from some quarters
to the role that the Swamy played in the pO]lthal field of his times.

 But it must be remembesed that all these 250 years the memory
of the great Saint has been held in high respect not only in Mahara-
shtra, but at several outposts of Marathi culture, like Gwalior,
~ Indore, Baroda and Tanjora, which evidently shows his recognised
~ association with the foundation of the Maratha power in India.

T2



My Experiences about Sai Baba
—Mrs. Chellammal Ramaswamy

1 am an ardent devotee of Baba. When I was 12 years old
1 heard a lecture about Baba, delivered by Sri Narasimha Swamy.
From that day onwards [ used to pray to Baba and chant Sai
‘Ashtotharam daily. He used to appear in my dreams and guide
meé in timeb of need. I feel very much thrilling while writing this.
‘Some years back my husband’s name was delisted from the Promo-
tion list, just one day before it was to be released, though his name
was recommended by the full Board. Both of us were very much
‘worried. The same night Baba came in my dreams. He used
to appear in his usual dress-just like the one in the picture. He |
took baoth of us to an office where my husband’s promotion list
and other files were kept. He took one from the heaps of the
files and showed it to us saying, “I have kept your paper at the top.
‘Now nobody can change it. You will get your promotion in
March.” Immediately I got up and told this to my husband. The
same day at about 9 O clock in the morning my husband met |
one of the Officers who recommended his name. To his surprise,
the Officers told him that he got a D/O from the Government that
the cases of the delisted persons should be placed on the top for
the next list. If the Board wanted to add the names of more
persons for promouon they must be kept below. Accordmgly |
my husband got h1s pI’OI‘HOthH m March |

2. Once my husband was away from home. Only myself and
my small daughter were at home. At that time I had no money.
I had very severe pain in my spine, so | couldn’t move about. AN
the provision tins were empty. There was no rice for the next
morning. [ was worried and started praying Baba, saying why'_f
such things should happen in my life when I was solely depending
on Him only. To my great surprise the door was knocked. Open- :
ing it T saw somebody with a big rice gunny~bag on his head. He
told me, “Elumalai Chettiar has sent this rice for you.” I was
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very much astonished. Elumalai Chettiar was our shop-kee_pef
who didn’t care to send me even the weckly rations for the past
two months, in spite of my repeated "r'ecjuests. " The moment I
started praying Baba the rice was at niy door. So also a number
of my prayers were granted. |

3. Once my husband had gone to Lucknow. He had to board the
train on¢ afternoon so that two days later he could reach Madras.
There was a pooja at home for which he had brought Ganges water
~ to be filled in the kalasham. But he couldn’t get the reservation.
If he had missed the train he could not have reached home just in
time for the pooja. Having lost all hopes, he started praying
Baba, while he was waiting at the station. To his surprise one
first class compartment stopped just in front of him and one man
peeped out and called him saying, “There is one seat vacant up-
to Nagpur. You can occupy it.” My husband did so. But
nobody boarded at Nagpur also. So my husband reached Madras
in time. See how our fervent prayers are answered.



YOU AND I
(Lord Krishna to His devotee}

I came to you | .
But you d.ld not see ;
Alas !
" You did not see !
1 came to you ;
With the gentle notes of Sparrows .
Echoed in the Thundering ; |
You did not hear !
* O i

1 came to you ! | -
- In the bashful belle’s charmmg blush;
- You did not see ! - -
In the glossy look |
- Of forlorn fragile forefathers
You did not feel 1!
1 came in the pearls of tears ;
I came in the dark night ;
" Unhindered by curious gaze :
You felt not my heart - beats
In our embrace !

%k s ' i
Seek not in the labyrinths
-Of your own making ;
I am waiting at your threshold ! !
Unwilling—you hesitate
To jump into ME
Out of the nets of TIME......
O ! If you can but leap |
Once for all !
Once for all !

-?—Diwakar. o



THE KOEL

Asked the gardener of the Koel,
Singing so sweet and well,

How she felt happy and gay

On a wintry - day. | |

The Koel with a merry twinkle
Replied, “My joy and thrill

Are the result of a sweet kiss

By a Fakir and I enjoy the bliss.

He was dancing and singing,

Free from sorrow and sting

Of life and enjoying ecstasy

In the company of Allah, behold and see !
There was magic in the eyes

Of the sage, seer and wise,

And I sat on his shoulder

Enjoying his charm and wonder !

He was so gentle and sweet

And gave me a nice treat !

He stroked and kissed me

And gave me joy and glee,

And instantly my worry and woe

Of the winter disappeared, behold and lo !”
The gardener asked, “Where’s the Fakir
Who stopped your sob and tear ?

How did you meet the seer

Who gave you joy and cheer ?”
“There was sweet fragrance in the air
‘Which led me to the Fakir fair !
He’s sifting in the mosque at Shirdi,”
Replied the Koel sweetly,

“Smoking a chellum and inwardly musmg

On the Etemal dancing and smgmg o
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Sweet hymns in prase of Allah and Ishwar,

Or performing miracles and wonder.

As the pcople gather and gaze

On him wondrous are His ways !

He hears the:prayer

And grants the favour

To His devotee 1n distress;

Such’s the power of His grace !

Go to Sai Baba of Shirdi, dear gardener,

And, who knows, He may turn you a Governor !”

So saying the Koel began to sing a sweet melody

And the gardener was perplexed to hear the wonderful
story ! | |

BAKHT N. MOOLCHANDANI.
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