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A Quote For The Month

¥ Laugh and the world laughs with you,
20 Weep and you weep alone:

5 For this brave old earth must borrow its mirth,
A~ It has sorrow enough of its own.

%~ Singand the hills will answer,
o & Sigh!itis lostin the air;

The echoes do bound a joyful sound,
But shrink from voicing care.

%<  Rejoice and men will seek you,
% - Grieve and they turn and go;

% They want full measure of all your pleasure,

xR But they do not want your woe.
¥, Be gladand your friends are many,
N Be sad and you lose them all.

L~ There is none to decline your nectared wine,

"‘ But alone you must drink life's gall.
¢ Feast, and your halls are crowded;

.,;', Fast, and the world goes by;

*s Succeed and give, and it helps you live,
b But no one can help you die.

A Thereisroom in the halls of pleasure

X Foralong and lordly train,

.» But one by one we must all file on
> Through the narrow aisles of pain.

e Ella Wheeler Wilcox
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1987 is here and we bring our
readers ‘‘Greetings’ for the
New Year! May the new year
bring us all closer in spirit to
Baba and reveal to us the
mainspring of lasting happi-
ness, peace and prosperity
which is within us!

It has become a matter
of custom for us to wish each
other a "Happy New Year”
when a new year begins, but
how little thought do we
bestow on what exactly we are wishing our friends. For
most of us happiness and prosperity can only be measured
in terms of worldly achievements and worldly possessions,
so that our good wishes are supposed to refer to these. In
fact, many of our friends may take a serious offence if we
wished them happiness in any other terms — especially in
matters spiritual.

But how faulty and misleading is our measuring rod! We
forget — sometimes we are quite ignorant — that the real
happiness is within and does not depend on the world
outside. Applause of the people gladdens our hearts; a mere
hint of a success goes to our head like heady wine; most
insignificant of ourachievements are as a grand conquest;—
all conspire to flatter the ego and become the source of our
“happiness'. Alas, we forget that such happiness is as
short-lived as its source and the praises of the world are but
alip-service.

Where then, should we seek our lasting happiness, our
enduring achievement? We, who have Baba as our Guru to
illumine our path need not have any doubts. For “Shri Sai-
Satcharita” says,

“Seek honour in the court of God,

Of the Lord alone, beseech Mercy,
Strive for His Grace,

Rather than for the world's applause.
People will nod appreciatively,

But should it turn your head so?
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Seek through intense devotion to move your Chosen
Deity to compassion,
And to express its joy through perspiration.
(One of the ashta bhavas)

(Chapter VI, 36-37)

And the author of ““Shri Sai-Satcharita’ adds a small
prayer to this: “‘Grant that | may find joy in such striving; that
all the senses be seized by such a devotional urge, so that
the sensual desires may be transformed completely and
sprout into devotional worship"”

This is the fount of real peace and happiness and it is
this peace,this happiness, that we, as devotees of Shri Sai
should wish each other in the coming year!

— o e o —m
IF HE CAME TO YOUR HOUSE....?

Would you meet Him at the door with arms outstretched in
welcome?

Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in?

Or hide some magazines, and put ‘SAI SATCHARITA' where
they’d been?

Would you hide your worldly music and put some Sai-bhajan
books out?

Could you let Sainath walk right in, or would you rush about?

And I wonder — if Sai spent a day or two with you,

Would you go right on doing the things you always do?

Would you go right on saying the things you always say?

Would life for you continue as it does from day to day?

Would you take Sainath with you everywhere you’d planned to go?

Or would you change your plans for a day or two?

Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest friends?

Or would you hope they stay away until His visit ends?

Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on?

Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone?

It might be interesting to know the things that you would do,

If Lord Sainath came in person to spend some time with you.

— Dr. G.R. Vijayakumar
Balanoor Estate, Durgadabetta 577 118
Chikmagalur Dist., Karnataka.
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SAINT DNYANESHWAR

(We reproduce by courtesy the following article
from the pen of Smt. Savitri Khanolkar whicn
appeared in the-August, 1978 issue of Prabuddha
Bharat. The writer, a deep student of
Maharashtrian saints has told in brief the eventful
and remarkable life-story of the doyen of the
saints in Maharashtra. The author although
European by birth, has been completely Indianised
after her marriage with the late Major General
V.R. Khanolkar.)

As the mist lay slumbering on the silent river, two little
shadows moved lightly on the path skirting the contours of
the water. The mist muffled sound and darkness in a soft
eerie substance which seemed to part easily before the
steps of the young boys. They wore only loin cloths and no
upper garments. They held hands and moved as if they were
completely free of worldly concern. Their heads lifted up
with a slight tilt of independence seen only in Self-realized
yogis. Their eyes full of tenderness were intent on some
inner purpose. Well, the eldest was Nivritti who could have
been a little over ten years old, and the younger was
Dnyaneshwar, his middle brother two years his junior. On
what could they be intent, skimming thus through the
nebulous haze of pre-dawn hours?

Soon Nivritti pointed out the sacred Audumbara: tree by
the Godavari river where Rishi Gautama taught back in hoary
antiquity.

‘Dyani, this is the place. Come, let us both sit under the
sacred tree and do pay attention to what I'm about to say.’

‘O Nivritti, my beloved elder brother,” pleaded Dnya-
neshwar, ‘as you are my guru, let me sit at your blessed feet
so that | may worship you and imbibe fully your teachings.’

And so it came to pass, as one says in stories that
happened long long ago, that the elder child initiated his
little brother in the mystery of unfathomable Brahman and
the whole universe.
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What passed between them can best be assessed by
their own lives and teachings.

' Let us linger a while yet near the Audumbara tree as the
river mists slowly rise and the light of Dnyaneshwar’s eyes
seem to brighten while day is already on the threshold. And
so, the inner Light of Knowledge blazed forth in tune with
the newly risen sun illuminating the world. Placing his
forehead tenderly on his brother’s feet, Dnyaneshwar with
tears of love streaming down his adoring face, worshipped
Nivritti with all his heart.

A few days later it was Dnyaneshwar's turn to initiate
his younger brother Sopana and sister Mukta. Sopana must
have been over six and little Mukta four or five, yet such was
their inner strength and grasp of spiritual Truths combined
with the holy background of their upbringing, that these
successive initiations passed the sacred knowledge as from
one lamp to another with ease and conviction that left no

p place or corner vacant for the stealing in of darkness or
doubt.

Their parents were Vitthal Pant and Rakhumai,
Brahmins from Apegaon and Alandi. Due to a misunder-
standing between Vitthal Pant and his guru, the great
Ramananda of Kashi, he was forced to relinquish sannyasa
and return to the life of a householder which he had long
since renounced. Such unprecedented behaviour in times of
Brahminical influence was instrumental in the whole family
becoming ostracized. Nivritti was born in 1273 and Jnanesh-
war in 1275. The irate pandits of Alandi adamantly refused
Vitthal Pant permission to initiate his sons in the ways of
Brahminhood; in other words, to enable them to wear the
sacred thread. Finally, moved by his humble supplications,
they relented and referred him to the more learned pandits of
Pratisthana (Paithan). So the little family in their peregrina-

l tions came to settle down for a while at Tryambakeshwar on
the banks of the Godavari.

It was during one of their peregrinations on the
Brahmagiri before daylight, that a tiger suddenly pounced on
the little group, scattering them in all directions. Nivritti, the
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eldest boy, fled into the recesses of the mountain, losing his
way so completely that he chanced to enter a deep cave
where an enchanting sight met his eyes. In the dancing
lights of wood and cowdung fires, he saw humans and
animals mingling in undisturbed harmony. Was he not
greeted by a tiger similar to the one that had given them
such fright? The big cat lay sprawled at the feet of some yogi
lost in deep meditation. Back to back were deer and
panthers, birds of all kinds and even snakes coiled
peacefully round pillars of branches. Nivritti approached
cautiously and discovered from one of the anchorites
moving about the place that the yogi in meditation was their
guru Gahininath, a disciple of Gorakshanath. The yogi
opened his eyes and looked reflectively at the shy young boy
who seemed transparent with purity and vibrant with the
inner forces of introspection and self-discipline. The boy
stood as it were at the very gates of arduous path of Self-
realization.

‘Come here, child; who are you and how did you come
here?’ said the yoqgi.

Most humbly Nivritti fell at his feet and related the
events that brought him there. The yogi smiled and assured
him that his coming was no accident, for his guru had
correctly predicted it and urged him to initiate Nivritti,
demanding that in turn Nivritti should initiate Dnyaneshwar
who was destined to bring salvation to many.

When the perfect guru meets the right disciple, time is
no factor in imparting knowledge. Within eight days Nivritti
learnt all that there was to know. All four heavenly children
were indeed ready to receive that pure knowledge of yoga. It
was already ingrained in their soul, and the act of initiation
was actually the revealing or rekindling of that existing fire
of Truth.

When their parents saw that all their children shone
with the inner effulgence of Self-realization, radiating love
that is divine, they left them to proceed to Prayag (Allahabad)
at the confluence of the three sacred rivers, where they
offered their lives to the One unchangeable Infinite.

8
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This left the children free to wander where the will of
God took them, so they headed for Pratisthana. After
rescuing the children from exhaustion the pandits of the
sacred city confronted them with a haughty rebutta: of their
claims, and the priests refused to give them the letter of
purification from their parent’s sins. There ensued an
argument with the children until Dnyaneshwar quoted the
Vedas to the great irritation of the head priest, who snapped:
‘Do not trifle with the Vedas for you are all out-castes!' But
Dnyaneshwar patiently argued that the Vedas were being
misinterpreted and that all creatures were free to recite
them. Even the heavy he-buffalo passing by the temple gates
was no exception. Amidst loud guffaws, the Brahmins
ordered the buffalo to be brought into the assembly hall and
then with incredulous stares asked the fearless boy
standing humbly before them whether the animal possessed
that knowledge. Dnyaneshwar without any hesitation
assured them that it was so, for the Self indeed was manifest
in the whole universe whether consciously or uncon-
sciously. The Brahmins roared with laughter and said: ‘Well,
let the buffalo recite the Vedas!" Still unruffled,
Dnyaneshwar appealed to the Divine within the beast and
spoke to him softly, gently stroking his forehead. The boy
began to recite a passage in the Rig-Veda which describes
the sacred letter Aum and from then on, the buffalo took over
and chanted the Rig-Veda in a deep and sonorous voice.

The heart of the pandits underwent an instant change
and while true introspection caused them at first to remain
glued to their seats they suddenly rose as one man and
humbly prostrated and surrendered to the slender feet of the
child they now regarded as Divine knowledge incarnate.

Censure and praise did not affect the young ones. They
accepted both in their serene way and then proceeded on
their journey and settled for some years in a village called
Nevase where Dnyaneshwar, still in his early teens,
composed his Marathi translation of the Gita with his
original commentaries, and other immortal works of
philosophy such as Amritanubhava, as well as verses of pure
enraptured love of God. Seldom has one so young been seen
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to achieve and combine the sublime goals of knowledge and
devotion at one and the same time. It seems as if Dnyanesh-
war swam freely in both currents and so proved them to be
one. In fact all the four children did the same with the
greatest ease. True to his humble nature, Dnyaneshwar attri-
buted his success and achievements entirely to the grace of
his guru Nivritti.

Meanwhile the Alandi Brahmins also underwent a
change in their attitude to the holy family and in sincere
repentance begged them to return to their homeland. Once
in Alandi, they made several more disciples including a
formidable yogi said to be 1,400 years old who practised
Hatha-Yoga, by which he renewed his body cells at regular
intervals. Changdeva, as he was called, gave up his
arrogance and supernatural powers and meekly accepted
young Mukta as his guru.

We must remember also that in Maharashtra of seven
centuries ago, two main thought-currents were predomi-
nant among the masses: that of the Nathas and the other,
the Varkari Sampradaya of the devotees of the Vitthal of
Pandharpur. Dnyaneshwar was quick to sense the need of
the illiterate villagers, their constant yearning for a personal
God they could feel as their own and confide in. Whatever
they got from religion came through the mouths of pandits
who spoke as they pleased, since none else knew Sanskrit.
Dnyaneshwar brought them the Gita in their own language
and embellished it with such vivid commentaries as charmed
his audience wherever he taught. He named his work the
Bhavartha Dipika later known as the Dnyaneshwari. This was
followed by the Amritanubhava, a treatise expounding his
own philosophy, as subtle and profound as his own heart.

The young ones made several pilgrimages to the sacred
city of Pandharpur where they mingled with other saints and
encouraged the popular feelings of devotion to a God who
was both personal and impersonal, who was their constant
friend and yet was everywhere in all things. The other saints, .
who numbered over a score, were no less worthy of admira-
tion. They all had their trials and tribulations and came out of
the fire ordeal unscathed, with their faith intact. Most of

10
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them belonged to the lower castes or were even outcastes.
This did not prevent them from realizing the truth of
Vedantic Oneness which they achieved without the least
effort or tuition. All they knew was complete surrender to
God, and that act itself opened the door to the knowledge of
the Self.

Does this not go to prove that the paths of knowledge
and devotion converge into one through the sincerity of the
devotee?

Their matchless verses proclaim ceaselessly the fact
that ‘O Lord, Thou art ever One, not two!' (duja nahi!). Even
the little maidservant of Namadeva, the saint Janabai,
declares the same in all her songs overflowing with pure love
of Panduranga (Krishna). So did the mali (gardener) Sawata:
‘Thou art the well, the ropes, the bucket and the bullocks and
the water flowing in peak to the blossoming plants which

Thou art!’

Kanhopatra, the courtesan turned devotee of later
centuries, cries to her Lord: ‘The devotees are but your other
forms’.

Namadeva the tailor left his meal to chase a dog who
had stolen a piece of bread from his plate, exclaiming: ‘O
Lord, please take this ghee too, lest your stomach ache after
eating dry bread.’

This innate conviction of the Oneness of the Universal
Spirit singles out the Maharashtrian devotees as a class of
their own, far above the concept of dualism. Besides, they all
shared the same humility, the same love of God and of all his
devotees, nay, of all creation. They all renounced every
desire for worldly possessions and attained complete un-
attachment. Neither were they given to ostentatiousness or
spectacular fits like epileptics. They led quite normal lives.

They were the most combination of Dnyana and Bhakti,
which they practised every moment of their lives. True yogis
par excellence. Apart from a few like Dnyaneshwar and his
family, they were all householders.

11



Dnyaneshwar was chosen unanimously the leader of
the Varkaris, the devotees of Vitthal (otherwise known as
Pandurang). His deep philosophy never clashed with his
teachings on Bhakti, a similarity with the great Shankara-
charya. Those devotees had no inkling of differences
between castes and creeds. Shiva was extolled as much as
Vishnu, both merged into the One same Divinity. Their pure
hearts were utterly free from petty bigotry, pride, lust, envy
and other mind-shrinking feelings.

Saint Dnyaneshwar and Saint Namadeva found joy in
each other’'s company and became close friends. They were
the first proponents of Hari Sankirtana or the mass singing
of the names of God. It is still remembered in South India
where every Kirtana begins with due salutation and respect
to these two saints.

When he approached his twenties, Dnyaneshwar left for
a pilgrimage to the North, accompanied by his faithful
friends Namadeva and other saints. They preached as far off
as Punjab.

On their return, there were great rejoicings in Pandhar-
pur where Kirtanas rocked the temple with the force of
unison. It was the high tide of an ocean of joy with devotees
and saints dancing in waves of bliss. By that time not only
Pandharpur but the whole of Maharashtra burst forth like a
forest of flowers as Kirtanas swayed villages and towns with
the compulsive force of their dancing and singing the
blessed names of God to their heart’'s content. Maharashtra
resounded thus with the purifying names of ‘Rama, Krishna,
Hari, Vitthal, Pandurang!' to which they danced in complete
abandon of worldly cares, without awareness of the physical
world, totally intoxicated with the bliss of the Lord.

No one to-day can even picture in his mind the bliss of
what these Kirtanas must have been when one recalls that
they were conducted and attended by scores of fully self-
realized saints! God's name rose like a lion’s roar invading
the whole firmament. It transformed, it revived and bathed
the entire universe in peace and flooded it with pure love.
Blessed, blessed indeed is Maharashtra to have nurtured
these great souls at one and the same time!

12
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It was after such a Kirtana that Dnyaneshwar confided

~in his friend Namadeva that the time had come for him to

leave this world. The news so stunned Namadeva that he
was unable to comprehend. Dnyaneshwar who had always
been his friend, his support, to leave them all, just like that?
His mute entreaty could not shake the young yogi's resolve.
‘No, Namya, | have completed all the work | had come to do
and now | must leave this body by wilful Samadhi at Alandi.’

Namadeva's tears brought together all the devotees
who joined their entreaties to Namadeva's. Namadeva felt
that even Pandurang expressed his sorrow at such a young
life about to be forsaken. But Dnyaneshwar soothingly and
ever so gently gave them hope in the serenity of the Infinite.
‘Let Pandurang keep you and guide you. Don't grieve. | shall
only leave my body. | shall always be with you.’

They had to bow to the inevitable and to the will of God
who worked through them in His mysterious ways.
Namadeva left us eyewitness accounts of these events, as
well as biographies of other saints. His rendering of Dnya-
neshwar's departure from this world is so moving, his pangs
of separation so deep that one cannot remain unmoved by
his heart-rending verses.

There must have been millions of devotees and saints
present at Alandi where the fasting crowds regaled
themselves with five days and nights of uninterrupted
Kirtanas. The river Indrayani seemed to overflow her banks
with delight.

Then, on the thirteenth day of the dark fortnight of
Kartika (November-December), Dnyaneshwar bathed and put
on the new ochre cloth (gerua). They marked his body with
auspicious signs and slowly and tenderly led him to the final
resting place of his youthful body. Yes, he was barely
twentyone! The pit had been dug to the left of the

Siddheshwar temple, at the foot of an Ajana tree. They
spread a deerskin, relates Namadeva, and showered fragrant

petals.

The incessant singing and dancing went on, radiating
joy around Dnyaneshwar. Yet Namadeva, Sopana and Mukta
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could not forget their grief and pangs of agony at the coming
separation. Namadeva could not bear to look at the freshly
dug pit without feeling the loss of him on whom he had come
to depend so much. ‘O Dnyanoba, you have been our father
and mother. How shall life go on without you?’

Accompanied by the saints Dnyaneshwar worshipped
at the Shiva temple (Siddheshwar) and Namadeva poured the
sanctified flowers in his hands. Then as Kirtanas redoubled
in power and the name of Govinda rent the air, the heavens
seemed to add heavenly Vinas and Mridangas2.Walking in
front of the two elder brothers were Sopana and Mukta.
Dnyaneshwar embraced each in turn and Namadeva, who
was too upset to utter a word, silently wept on his friend’s
breast. The singing of Hari's name continued unabated.
‘Alas’, cried Namadeva as tears rolled down his face, ‘my
heart is suffering unbearable torments!’

Dnyaneshwar stood in their midst like a moonbeam of
tender light, bowing to them all in humble leave-taking.
Namadeva, Mukta and others threw themselves sobbing at
his feet in a futile effort at dissuading him. Dnyaneshwar
now could do no more than hand them all over to the care of
Shri Vitthal, and with an infinite smile of love gave them
assurance that he indeed would always remain their all in all.

With the assent of Nivritti, Dnyaneshwar slowly
descended to the waiting asana (seat). After bowing to all the
directions, he sat there, his hands in abhaya mudra? resting
on his lap. With his mind fixed in one single purpose,. he
concentrated on the rise of the Kundalini Shakti (power).
Stage by stage the serpentine power rose and crossed the
six chakras (psychic centres), abandoning them no sooner it
awakened them; and finally piercing the Brahmarandhra, or
top of the head, he merged where he had always belonged, in
the formless state of the Self. Cries of ‘Glory to Dnyanesh-
war' resounded on all sides while Kirtanas never ceased and
flowers fell in showers upon him. With tears in their eyes, the
villagers rolled a heavy slab of stone and closed the aperture
for ever

o A
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Nivritti, Sopana, Mukta and Changadev also abandoned their
mortal coils within a year of Dnyaneshwar's becoming one
with Brahman.

1. Atype of fig tree, Ficus glomerata.

2. The Vina is a kind of stringed musical instrument. The Mridanga is a
type of double drum.

3. Akind of hand gesture in the Tantra literature assuring fearlessness.

=S

WONDROUS LOVE

“Everybody knows how a cow loves her infant calf. Her
udder is always full and when the calf wants milk and dashes
at the udder, out comes the milk in an unceasing flow. The
love of a mother is peculiar, extraordinary, disinterested and
has no parallel on earth. Sadguru showers this motherly
love on his disciples. Baba demonstrated the same love
for me. Although earlier also | had visited Shirdi, and
everytime came back with his special blessings, this latest
visit was an especial one for me. | was to celebrate my
birthday in Shirdi and pray to Baba to make my life meaning-
ful and fill it with intense Bhakti. However, | could not get
tickets for 12th but got for 15th January, 1986 and | took it as
Baba's Will that | shou!d celebrate my birthday on 16th,
instead of 13th, at Shirdi.

Early in the morning on 15th January, | reached Lodi
Road Temple, which is a mini-Shirdi for us devotees staying
in and around Delhi, at around 5.45 A.M. to pick up my friend
Rajani, who was to accompany me to Shirdi. Though Baba
was still sleeping in blanket, acknowledging our presence,
he made the pujari (who was preparing for kakad arti) give us
both one garland each from Baba's padukas. This was signal
enough for me that our Shirdi trip would be successful.

We caught Punjab Mail and mid-way Baba saved our
train from meeting with an accident and as a result, the train
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was delayed by an hour. Meanwhile another devotee from
Delhi, whom we called uncle, who was also travelling by the
same train to Shirdi, came in and inquired if we wanted
anything to eat or drink etc. He was very kind and narrated
some of his experiences of Baba's grace and after an hour or
so left our compartment, assuring us that we need not worry
for anything in Shirdi as he would be helping us to find a
place to stay. It was all Baba's Grace in action. We reached
Manmad at around 7 A.M. and after taking bath and eating
breakfast in a nearby hotel, we started for Shirdi and reached
there around 10.30 or so. By the grace of our Master, we got a
comfortable room in Gurusthan.

After purchasing puja-material, we made our way to the
Samadhi Mandir and joined a long queue anxious enough
for ‘HIS’ darshan. Slowly, we reached His shrine at around
11-45 A.M. and | offered my neivedya (flowers and box of
sweets) that | had specially brought for Baba from Delhi.
Baba accepted them with great love. The Pujari kept back in
my ‘Thali' two bunches of rose flowers. With tears in our
eyes we came back to our room. | felt as if Baba greeted me
saying ‘Happy Birthday’. After the noon-arti the uncle from
Delhi, told us that, we were supposed to take our lunch in
‘Sai Prashad’ as Baba's special guests! | was amazed at the
loving care of our Sai-mother. So, that day we had both our
meals in the dining hall as Baba's guests.

In the afternoon, we started Pradakshinas of Baba's
samadhi and after completing them, | prayed to Baba and
said O my kind Mother! Always love me, protect me and
never forsake me. Make me an instrument of Thy Will and
mould me as you wish. | am yours and am surrendering
myself to thee. O'my Mother! grant me also your glance of
grace and never be indifferent to me". After such thoughts |
was lucky to get a morsel of Baba's Bhog.

Before chavadi procession, we touched Baba's Holy
shoes and 'danda’ and prayed to Him. In Chavadi, beautiful
bhajans filled me with supreme Bliss. The whole day | was
feeling Baba’'s unique care and love in even small matters.

After chavadi procession, | went for Shej Arti and during
the Arti, | saw life in Baba's beautiful idol. | saw His face

16
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moving and seeing people praying and singing His arti. Then
He turned around and looked at us — and Lo! Baba had
granted me His glance of Grace that | was longing for.
Indeed, it was a very rare gift for me, on that particular day.

The next day also during ‘‘Mangal Snan' and Kakad Arti
| felt very happy and blissful.

Seeking His blessings and with cherished memories, we
left Shirdi at 4 O'clock in the evening for Delhi.

His wondrous motherly love and care reminds me of a
quote from Bible — "“See! | will not forget you, | have carved

you on the palm of my hand.... | have called you by your
name.... You are mine.... You are precious to me.... | love you™
(Isaiah)

— Vijaya Lakshmi Verma
7A/164, Faridabad
HARYANA

For the kind attention of the Readers.

Parabrahma Shri Satguru Sainath Maharajni Janava Jog
Vigato Temaj Chanatkaro By Amidas Bhavanidas Mehta,
Manager, The British Photo Enlarging Company, 91,
Kalbadevi Road, Bombay. (Printers : Daftar Ashkara Press,
1918).

The above-mentioned book written in Gujarathi by one
of the ardent devotees of Shri Baba finds a mention in verse
31, of Chapter Il of Shri Sai-Sat-Charita by Hemadpant. The
Sansthan wishes to reprint and publish the said book and
make it available to devotees conversant with Gujarathi.

Readers who happen to have a copy of the said book are
requested to get in touch with the Sansthan,

The book will be xeroxed and then returned in tact to the
owner and his name will find a mention in the Reprint.
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WHAT IS SANKEERTAN

In the last article ‘why we should do Sankeertan’ was
elucidated. As human beings are seized with all types of
Yeeti Baadhaas (earthly troubles) Ahamkaara and
Mamakaaras (| and Mine) JARAAMARANA BHAYA (fear of
old age and death) DHANAABHAVA RINA BAADHA (want
of Money and indebtedness) and such other upteen troubles
they find no time to do Sankeertan. The simplest of all
paths to attain salvation is only through Sankeertan.

But what is ‘SANKEERTAN'? Is it mere uttering of the
Lord’s name? Are there any different varieties of Sankeertan?
‘g Fiad SeA . To praise the Lord very well is Sankeertan.
There is another definition of a different type. "&&% WaR®
Za1 AHERY GFid - uttering God'’s name in a proper manner
is Sankeertan. Sreedhara Swamy also defines Sankeertan
as "=, In his opinion perhaps mere uttering of the
Lord’s name is enough. “@¥F&o’ (in a proper manner)
looks to have been deliberately omitted by him. The Lord
is ‘VISHWAROOPA'’, SAHASHRANAAMA, GUNARAHITA,
VISWA VYAAPAKA, GUNAATEETA. We owe our existence
to HIM. When we stoop low to praise our unworthy masters
with all sycophancy just to gain small favours, should we
not praise HIM if we want to get rid of all our troubles
and attain Moksha? We take all care while praising our
Bosses. We adopt all types of methods. We praise them
at the proper moment. We select proper words and epithets
to crow over their qualities. We know pretty well that they
are unworthy of such eulogies. Yet we do praise them.
Lord is worthy of all our praise. Who else deserves? We
need not be poor in epithets to praise Him for HE is our
saviour. But the Lord pleases Himself if we just recite his
name. 9 T9 THfd ™ T8 FARH He&W aqed U9 AW S0

Lord Shiva says reciting the name ‘'SRIRAMA is equivalent
to reciting the Lord’s thousand names. Just by saying
‘NARAAYANA’ AJAMILA attained Vishnuloka. 3mfe: ufast an
gafae T o1 geRd [eiwd ¥ arna: 1

Just by rememberring the lord we become pious and
clean mentally and physically. So, as Sreedharaswamy says
mere uttering of the Lord’s name is enough. Only sincerity
is required. However, any embellishment here and there
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will add to our mental satisfaction.

Is there any difference between Japa and Sankeertan?
One is namasmaran the other is Naamochcharanam. IN
Japa we recite the Lord's name or a Mantra not audibly.
We hear it inwardly only, moving the lips without giving
out the sound, concentrating all our faculties and mind on
the Lord. But Sankeertan is different, ¥t ¥5 =09 T,

Sankeertanam should be aloud. Reciting the Lord’s name
or singing songs in HIS praise or telling the Lord's Leelas
should be aloud. It is not individualistic. We have to enjoy
the fruits of Naama Sankeertan with all the members of a
congregation. "“F&ii =g fufoa agmgE e,

We should join with uthers in singing the songs and
thus get the pleasure of it. '‘ufF@ . EH AP AL
FHWO THYES fRaA Wed Siamfa wea’

The'main feature of Sankeertan is to get oneself immersed
in that imperishable pleasure by reciting the Lord’s name
with others who are also placed in a similar situation.

Keertan is of three types :- Kathakeertan, Gaanakeertan
and Naamakeertan. Katha keertan means to think of the
Lord and his Leelas by hearing or saying stories about
Him. This aspect mainly exists in Harikathaas in which HIS
stories are told through music. Music is an essential part
of Sankeertan whether it is Kathaa, Gaana or Naama
Sankeertan. THYEE fFgam Wed #G4. Gaana keertan is a
method adopted by some Bhaktaas by singing songs
composed in praise of the Lord or depicting his Leelaas.
Foremost among the Bhaktaas who followed this way are
Meera Bai, Chaitanya Mahaaprabhu, Tulsidas, Kabir Das,
Surdas, Tukaaram, Thyaga Raja, Bhakta Raamadas,
Annamachaarya etc. But Naama Sankeertan is a way that
can be followed by all whether he is a literate or an
illiterate. This is the easiest of all the various types of
Sankeertan,

But whichever path we may adopt, the prime thing that
is required is one should contemplate on the Lord (One’s
Ishta Devata) while doing Sankeertan. We may feel that it
is difficult. But we attain this by regularly doing Sankeertan.
People forget themselves and dance, sing, weep and laugh
like mad people forgetting themselves and the surroundings
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while doing Sankeertan. It is infectious. Not only the

Sankeertankaar but others also experience it. When Sri

Chaitanya Prabhu used to sing in all ecstasy even animals
used to enjoy the Sankeertan.

=AY AAE O fomne feeedd |
7 FAEIGEH g, 9 Y

Baba was very fond of Naama Sankeertan. Daily, Bhajan used to

be conducted in his Durbar. Sri Dasganu Maharaj used to do

Harikathaa Sankeertan. Sankeertan was very dear and pleasing to

Lord Saibaba. Hence, O’ Sai Bhaktaas! Whatever be the form

please do Sankeertan sharing with others the pleasure of

Sankeertan.
R.V.V.L. NARASIMHA RAO,
“SAIPAADA RANU"

PRIWA?K

SAIBABA’S 68TH MAHA SAMADHI
CELEBRATIONS

The 68th Mahasamadhi Day celebrations of Sri Sai Baba
were held from 72th October to 19th October, 1986 in the Sri
Sai Spiritual Centre, Bangalore, during which period H.H. Sri
Narasimha Swamiji's Aradhana was also celebrated.

Vishnusahasranama Parayana and Go-Pooja were
conducted on 17-10-1986 and on 18-10-1986, H.H. Sri Nara-
simha Swamiji's Aradhana was celebrated.

On 19-10-1986 Vishnu Sahasranama Homa was conduct-
ed in the morning and in the noon, a large number of
devotees and poor were fed. In the evening there was
procession of Sai Baba's picture across the main streets of
Thyagarajanagar with Nadaswarams, Veda Gosha and
Bhajans. Hundreds of devotees attended the procession.
The celebrations concluded with Mahamangalarathi at
10.30 p.m.

On all the above days thousands of Sai devotees
thronged to the Centre to offer their respects and prayers to
Sri Sai Baba.
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BABA THE SAVIOUR

Baba used to help those who turned to him for help. It is
not only my experience, but also of other Sai devotees, that
He continues to help his devotees more so even after his
Mahasamadhi in 1918. He is the supreme Spirit and can
control all elements of nature including Life and Death. Here
is an incident in my life which goes to prove that he had
control even over life and death; and He is the "“Supreme
Lord".

When | was transferred to Pattikonda | fixed up a house
which | came to know later, was haunted by evil spirits. Even
the owners of the house did not want to occupy it. |
tried to change the house but to no purpose, so | prayed to
Baba to save my wife from any calamity. One evening when |
returned from office, | found her suffering from severe
breathing trouble. Our two children were weeping. |
immediately brought my family doctor who treated her and
told me that she would improve shortly, and left my house.

However her gasping for breath continued and her
condition became serious. With tears in her eyes, she asked
me to look after the children well. | consoled her saying that
there was nothing to worry as long as Baba was with us. |
gave her ‘Udhi’ and prayed to Him to save her life and there-
by my family from ruin. | ran up to the doctorand brought him,
who on seeing her condition was worried, as the condition
was very critical and serious. He asked me to take her to the
Government Hospital, Adoni, 50 k.m. from Pattikonda. As it
was late, | was helpless and desperate but | was sure that
Baba would save her life. The doctor asked me to request the
Samithi President to spare his jeep. Taking his suggestion
as a direction from Baba, | left at 10 p.m. to call on him.
Fortunately the President was there in the room, as he had
returned from Kurnool only the same evening. When |
explained the situation, he immediately asked his driver to
take us to Adoni in his jeep. | felt that it was all Baba’s pre-
arrangement for helping me. Tears rolled down my eyes for
the unbounded help Baba gave to me at the critical time.

It was by his grace that the doctor was also ready to
follow us in jeep. It was about 11.30 p.m. or so. My wife was
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lying on my lap in the front seat near the driver. The doctor
with my two children and an attendant were seated behind
us. Her condition was becoming worse and | was chanting
Baba's name all the while.

When we were just two to three K.M. away from Adoni,
which was visible in the light of the town, the head lights of
the jeep failed and the vehicle was stopped as it was risky to
drive in the darkness. We were just outside a visible place of
our hope and help. | was confused and prayed to Baba to do
as he pleased. But | was sure that he would do some-thing to
help us. Just at that time to our joy and surprise a lorry was
coming to Adoni with bright head lights. Everything
happens by Baba's grace. | was sure He wouldn’t leave his
devotees to suffer in the mid-ocean. The driver started the
vehicle and reached the Hospital with the help of that light
from behind us. It was about 2 A.M. and we came to know that
the doctor was away at Kurnool. Dr. Seetha came to the
Hospital and was shocked at the serious condition of the
patient. She arranged the oxygen apparatus and gave her
the required injection and waited for some time. She told
that she was having only one vyal which was required in her
medical chest. She remarked that if there was a delay of even
10 minutes, my wife would have been lost for ever to us.
She also stated that she never came across such a serious
“Cardiac attack’" till then.

There was only one Vyal of injection for our use with her
and if it were not there all our efforts would have failed, as
we could not have got it from medical shop especially at that
hour of the night. We were waiting eagerly by her bed side
chanting the name *“Sai Ram™ all the while. At about 5.30
A.M. by Baba's grace she opened her eyes and talked to
us. She had improved a lot. |If Baba had not sent that lorry
with brilliant lights, we would never have reached Adoni and
the family would have been ruined. Thus Baba helped me at
the right time and saved not only my wife's life but also
saved the family from ruin. So brother devotees! Baba’s ways
are unfathomable and his unfailing mercy and love are
always with those who depend on him.

May Baba Bleas.all Shri D.V.K. Krishnamurthy
30-25, Sri Sai Nilayam, Srinivasa Nagar,

2 Nandyal-518 501 (A.P.).
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‘HOW | CAME IN CONTACT WITH SRI SAP

It was in the year, 1980, August 13th, that | was placed
under suspension (I work in the City Civil Court) and the
suspension ran for nearly 6 months, till 16th January 81,
when | was re-instated. | would like to mention here how |
came in contact and got firm faith in Sri Sai Baba of Shirdi.

After suspension, one day | went to see my sister, and
my brother-in-law was also present, when | told them my
problems and that my mind was in a state of confusion and
was not calm. He (my brother-in-law) got up and went to the
pooja room and brought out a book and gave it to me and
said, ‘Read this book any number of times, with faith and
devotion, you will achieve what you desire and will get peace
of mind'. So saying he handed over the book. | took and
opened the book and turned some pages here and there and
when | came to the photograph of Sri Sai, | put my hand on
His feet and prayed. What my brother-in-law says, must
come true as he is a great devotee of yours and one day | too
shall be one. That book was ‘Sri Sai Charitra’.

| started reading the book with great devotion, and in
Chapter 15th there is an instance wherein one Mr. Cholkar
was present at a Keertan of Sri Sai, and he mentally prayed
that his services be made permanent as he was a poor man
with large family to support. When | read this | thought what a
co-incidence this was and that is why Baba sent me to my
sister's place. | prayed that | was suspended for no fault of
mine and that | should be re-instated and posted to a Court
of my choice. Baba has said in His Eleven Sayings, ‘| shall
guide and help all those who come to me, surrender to me
with heart and soul'. Now | write this article to confirm the
faith in Him of others, | am His devotee and visit Shirdi every
year, and He looks after me in times of danger and also
solves my problems.

Pray to Sri Sai, to give peace and Happiness to all.

l. Prathap
‘Chiranjivi’ 225/A/l, Opp: AOC Gate,
W.M. Road, Secunderabad 500 026.
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NEW SAITEMPLES — SIGNIFICANCE
AND SOCIAL ASPECT.

With the spread of Sai-devotion, we frequently learn
about construction of Sai Temples in various States. Though
this would provide an opportunity for Sai-devotees scattered
all over India to come closer and thereby promote love, it
should not be forgotten that Saibaba strove to bring about
social reforms through eradication of evil customs, besides
being of great help to aspirants in the matter of spiritual
enlightenment.

As for elevation of the aspirants in spiritual field, Baba's
teachings have been followed by millions as can be seen
from the increase in the number of His devotees day by day
— so much so that barriers of States and languages have
almost been smashed through medium of Sai-devotion. This,
all will agree, is an amazing feat of Baba's divine power.

As for second aspect of Baba's mission viz. social
reforms, a great deal has to be done by His devotees. Sai-
devotees have to play an important role in moulding the
attitude of society to suit Sai-doctrine. We visualize Sai as
the force of good battling with the forces of evil. This, of
course, is to be achieved by following the teachings of Baba
and in the light of His deeds.

From the talks of Baba with His close devotees
who would assemble in Dwarkamai, it would be seen
that He attached utmost importance to social reforms.
In the course of conversation, Baba would often point out
social evils through fables for he firmly believed that these
evils are the root cause of all sufferings. Many evil customs
such as observance of untouchability, animal sacrifice,
woman-torture and the like still prevail blocking the way of
progress of the society (of late more evils such as spread of
liquor and narcotics, indiscipline among youngsters,
violence etc. have been added and have become a great
concern for the rulers and the respected elders in the
society).

In order to tackle the above problems, Sai devotees
have to launch a drive through teachings of Sai so as to bring
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about a change in the attitude of people. This would be in
conformity with second aspect of Baba's mission viz. social
reforms. Apart from arranging religious functions in newly
built Sai Temples, devotees should pay attention to
eradicate the various evils cited above, especially in villages.
This should become a code of conduct for all Sai-devotees.
In other words, while arranging programmes in newly built
Sai Temples, importance should be attached to eradication
of social evils through sermons as also by keeping a vigil
with the help of appointed Sai-volunteers who would const-
antly watch activities in their village and report events to
respected elders in the village who had taken initiative in
constructing Sai Temple. This system, if adopted as an
experiment, may put an end to various social evils.

May the newly constructed Sai temples become source
of joy to aspirants and centres ot social reforms.

S.N. Awachat

Section Supervisor,

Indian Globe Chambers,

4th Floor, Fort, Bombay 400 001.

AN EARNEST APPEAL

Subscribers to “Shri Sal Leela” (English or
Marathi) are requested to always quote their Roll
or Registration Number whenever they happen to
communicate with Sansthan Office regarding non-
receipt or otherwise of Sai Leela or renewal of
their subscription etc. Also while remitting M.O./
D.D., they should invariably mention their specific
object behind the payment with a view to avoiding
unnecessary correspondence and delay in action
by Sansthan Office. Issues of Shri Sai Leela are
posted to every live subscriber invariably by the
3rd week of the month at the latest. Delay in Postal
transit may be kept in mind.

25




A *
thid
T

SAI'S GRACIOUS MIRACLES TO FORCE MY
RE-ADMISSION IN HIS BLISSFUL FOLD.

The year 1982 is a year to be reminisced and a year to
reckon with for me as it was during that year | was
readmitted to Sai Parivar like a failed old student getting
readmitted to an Educational Institution.

| had known about Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi earlier from
my boyhood days. When | was studying in a High School at
Chitradurga during 1964-65, | chanced to visit Shri Sai
Mandir every Thursday along with my dear mother in one Dr.
Rama Rao's house near by.

Being a young lad of only 13 years, | was greatly impres-
sed by the conspicuous, intense devotion of Dr. Rama Rao
and his family and other visiting devotees there. lronically
enough my visits to Sai Mandir were not born out of any real
piety on my part to Sai Baba the Great as by my boyish inqui-
sitiveness to listen to the sweet melody of the devout
bhajans and to pamper my palate, with the sweeter still,
Baba's Prasad distributed invariably at the close of the
function everyday.

And at home it came my way perchance to conduct Sai
Pooja as and when my father, a State level Officer in the
Educational Department of the Karnataka State, happened
to be out of station on official tours. And in deference to the
wishes of my father | did the Pooja not with the necessary
devotion or shradhdha but mechanically as a matter of daily
routine in the family.

When all was thus well, before long as irony of fate
would have it, to our utter and unbearable shock my father
was snatched away from our midst as a result of an acute
heart attack. The untimely and premature death of the only
earning member and the head of the family deprived us all of
his august and imposing presence amidst us, his ever-
affectionate touch and loving care. My young widowed
mother and we, her five children, were thrown to suffer the
consequential loneliness in this world and were bereft of the
sense of security and the comforts of a well-looked after and
disciplined family.
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Despite being young but not so young, | knew to the
best of my knowledge and belief that my father was all along
enjoying the unanimous and unsolicited admiration of not
only the entire officialdom but also of the public outside for
his honesty and uprightness in service till his passing away.
After his disappearance from the face of the material world,
the so-called entire circle of friends and colleagues and also
our close relations who were hitherto crowding at my
father’'s office and residence for favours of all kinds now
began to exhibit, unashamedly though, an uncanny
indifference and disregard. With tears in my eyes | had to be
a passive and helpless witness to the pinching sigh of grief
and anguish of my mother and the pitiable condition of the
youngsters, the youngest of whom was still on the lap of the
indulgent mother. The egoism and the basic selfishness of
man perhaps has no limits or remedy. As one of the direct
and immediate consequences of the abrupt cessation of
income to the family, sizable as it was, | had to discontinue
my high school studies just to save a few coins and to be of
help to my mother in her daily routine.

Under the circumstances, with no prospect of any
immediate relief to the deprived family it was thought wise
and expedient to leave Chitradurga and shift to Bangalore
where my father had managed to erect a small and modest
house, which was our only asset.

And yes! we moved to° Bangalore and occupied our
house with a view to settling down once and for all. Life
became really miserable to us with no monetary income; but
with an unflinching faith in the Omini-potent and All-merciful
God, my mother and | struggled on and on to keep our body
and soul together. Imagine the pathetic condition of a
middle class family in a city like Bangalore when cost of
living was shooting up almost every day. As we, the children
were growing up in age, the demands of the family were also
naturally growing more and more. And what would the young
helpless mother do except console and pacify us with
soothing words while praying inwardly for better days to
dawn. Upon her fond and persuasive goading | began to put
in efforts in a small measure to resume my interrupted
studies and by His Grace came out successful in my S.S.L.C.
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Examinations in due course. It should be called the most
trying and difficult period for our family as a whole. Feeling
desolate and dejected and unable to bear up the seemingly
insurmountable financial difficulties and the plight of our
family, many a time | wished to attempt to suicide myself or
to desert the house. But on every such occasion an unseen
power held me back and advised me to face life as it came to
me boldly.

On the advice of my mother and other elders |
approached the Government for employment as the legiti-
mate ward of a deceased Government Servant and was fortu-
nately offered the post of a second division clerk on
compassionate grounds, in the Educational Department. |
joined duty in the year 1974 and have since been working.

My first younger sister who had already come of age
was married to an M.D. in the year 1973 and the couple are
now settled in Princeton, U.S.A. and reported to be happy
and peaceful. Gentlemen, this is another concrete proof of
the unfailing protection and Mercy of God, for can we, by any
stretch of imagination expect a Doctor of Medicine willing to
wed a girl from a comparatively poorer family when
mounting demands of dowry are so rampant in our society?
No. we can never. But had not God willed otherwise in
our favour?

Subsequently in the year 1977, God blessed me with a
loving and understanding wife and | am a father of three
children now.

My first younger brother got his B.D.S. Degree from the
Bangalore Dental College and is now prosecuting his higher
studies in U.S.A. My youngest brother is flourishing with a
lucrative business of his own using his ambassador Car. My
youngest sister has also been recently married to a busi-
nessman in Bangalore itself and the couple is well off.

| was often driven to wonder as to how all the above
mentioned good things took place in my family at the proper
time while the family itself was passing through hard days
with a very meagre income. It thrills me and shakes to the
nerve whenever | happen to compare the happenings in the
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family following my father’'s demise to the condition now
obtaining in which we are looked upon by the society with
respect and love. Ofcourse we are self-sufficient in every
way.

Although my material and worldly life was apparently
satisfactory and there was nothing to feel agreived about,
personaily | was restless and there was constantly a sense
of emptiness in me; | could not possibly find out what was
wanting in me innately. Had | been with my father at his
beside, | could have in all probability sought his mature
guidance and advice as | would do from a Guru. This state of
mind then made me wander about visiting Ashrams in quest
of peace and tranquility that would keep me steady in the
household.

Not too long after, | was invited to attend the marriage
of a good friend of mine at Brindavan, White Field, Banga-
lore. When | reached the place of the function at 9 a.m. |
witnessed a large number of devotees, both Indians and
Foreigners, eagerly waiting for the gracious darshan of Shri
Satya Sai Baba while some others were rendering devoutly
melodious bhajans.

In the atmosphere surcharged with divine vibrations,
when | was watching the goings-on of the function in the

Kalyana Mantapa, my eyes accidently fell on a book with a
gentleman on my left. Curiously | dared to ask him much

against my wont as to what book it was and if | may please
see it. When the gentleman, obviously a devotee of Shri Sai
Baba, handed me the book in his inimitable humble manner,
| was taken by utter surprise, to find that it was Shri Sai Sat-
charitra in Kannada version, with a majestic and magnani-
mous picture of Sai Baba on the outer cover. | felt over-
whelmed with an inexplicable joy and surprise at the very
sight of this wonderful good old man after a long lapse and a
sense of gratification and fullfilment were felt running
through my veins. | felt elated and exalted for an unknown
reason. Where was this old prophet all these years? And
from where has he now come to my sight so unexpectedly?
It would be no exaggeration to state that | felt | was back
again with my own father infusing in me a sense of security
and bliss. | could not withhold my tears of joy and weepingly
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querried from the owner of the book as to where | could
obtain a copy for my own reading. | was blessed with the
address of the author and a copy from him subsequently. My
frequent questioning and my wonderment at the mystery of
the creation with its variety and immensity were all answered
to my entire satisfaction. The restlessness and the un-
explained tension in my head also vanished never to
return. In the innermost chambers of my heart, | felt that it

was Sai Baba who had been rendering succour all these
years, although | had forgotton him after we moved to
Bangalore.

Not only myself but the whole family have now become
staunch devotees of Sai Baba and are worshipping him with
renewed strength and devotion.

At His behest | visited Shri Shirdi twice and drank to my
heart's content the nectar of His love and Grace. | am
hopeful to the core that He shall take me there once more
this year along with my family.

My fervent Pranams unto Him for ever and ever and
sincere prayers to bless us all with the right vision of life
Divine.

C.G. Padmanabhan,

110, 11th Main,

Vasantha Nagar East,
Bangalore 560 052, Karnataka.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The 23rd All India Sai Devotees’ Convention
will be held at All India Sai Samaj, Mylapore,
Madras 600 004 from 29-1-1987 to 1-2-1987 and
Guru Bhakti will be the theme of the Convention. A
marble idol of Sri Sai Baba will be installed on
2-2-1987. It is proposed to bring out a souvenir to
mark the holy occasion.
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PROPHET OF SECULARISM

Looking through the life of the Great Avatar, it appears
his main mission was to weld the two major and other
communities of this country together and cement their
relations for a purposeful life. Despite many efforts made by
some bakhtas to know His origin, it was not possible to
confirm whether he came from Hindu or Muslim parents, and
those who did some research were dumb-founded and
enthralled by His grace so much so that they forgot their
objective. The radiance of Lord over whelmed the enquirer so
much that he would completely surrender himself to him by
getting rid of ego and merge himself in Him, a position in
which there is no knowing of caste or creed or nation. He
could recite Quran Shareef with ease and yet He knew all
Yogic practices. Those who have had the great karma of
having His darshan have testified that ‘if you think He was a
Hindu He looked like a Yavan and if you thought Him to be a
Yavan, He looked like a pious Hindu." He celebrated the
Hindu festival of Ram Navmi with great eclat and encourag-
ed the Sandal procession of mohammedans. Wrestling
bouts were arranged during these festivals and He gave good
prizes to the winners. ‘Gopal Kala’ ceremony was religiously
arranged on Gokul Astami and during Moharram a Tazia
was prepared in Dwarkamayi and then taken in procession
from there through the village of Shirdi. As is well known, the
Dhuni was started in the mosque from the very beginning
but on Id festivals, He allowed Mohammedans to perform
Nimaz in the place. His ears were no doubt pierced
according to the Hindu practice, but it is on record that he
advocated the practice of circumcision. All the Hindu
practices were usual with him, i.e. like grinding on the hand
mill, blowing of the conch and bells, oblations in the fire,
singing of Bhajans, worshipping of Baba’'s feet after a due
wash. Even the best of Agnihotris and Ved Pathis fell at his
august Feet and surrendered themselves to Him. even
though some of them came to test Him.

There is a story recorded by Hemadpant that one Javhar
Ali came to Shirdi and started living with Baba in the Masjid.
Baba in His Grace allowed him to dominate Him so much so
that Ali began calling Baba his disciple. This was chiefly on
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account of his being a muslim theologian and because he
could recite Koran in sweet tongue. Ali, being ignorant of the
Greatness of Baba, tried to exploit him and when he was
tested by the people and ultimately found wanting, he ran
away from Shirdi and returned after many years to fall at
Baba's feet and begged for forgiveness. It was a clean
example of clearing away the ego of a so-called theologian
and putting him on the correct path of a truly religious
person.

Megha, a poor illiterate Brahmin, was motivated by his
Master, Rao Bahadur H.V. Sathe out of good faith to go to
Shirdi for darshan of the Lord. While travelling he learnt that
Baba was a mussalman and so he shuddered at the prospect
of falling at His Feet. When he arrived at the Masjid, Baba
just on setting eyes on him told him that since he was a high
caste Brahmin, and Baba a low Muslim, he would lose his
caste by coming there and asked him to go away. Megha on
hearing these words perspired from head to the foot and was
perplexed as to how Baba came to know what was passing in
his mind. Since he was not allowed entry ‘nto Dwarkamayi,
he had to go away and came back after some years when on
the intervention of a good Bhakhta of Baba, Megha was
allowed entry. Seeing the innocence of the man, Baba felt
pity on him and changed him from inside and in due course
of time, Megha felt that Baba was an incarnation of Shiva. To
worship his Shiva (Baba), he drank the washing of His Feet.
He used to do this after worshipping at all the temples of
Shirdi and when once he returned to Dwarkamayi without
worshipping God Khandoba as the door of the temple was
closed there, Baba sent him back saying that the door of the
temple was open, and when he went again, the door of the
Deity was really open and Megha performed his Puja there,
after which only Baba accepted the Puja on Him.

Baba used to hear verses from Koran Shareef with great
pleasure. Once a Rohilla, tall and fat came to Shirdi and
stayed there because of Baba. Day and night he used to
recite in a loud voice kalma and shout “ALLA HO AKBAR".
The people of Shirdi tolerated this harsh noise and shouts
for some time, but when they could get no sleep and got
disturbed, they approached Baba requesting Him to check
the Rohilla, but Baba told them to allow him to recite God's
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name, as He liked to hear prayers to God better than
anything else. As is well known, the name of ALLAH was
always on his lips and He was always engrossed in self the
outward happenings making no differences to him.

In those days, Shirdi was considered to |y within the
limits of Pandharpur, a highly religious centre in Mahara-
shtra, which itself is the southern-most centre of Dwarka,
and therefore Baba gave the name Dwarkamayi to the old
and dilapidated Masjid. This is the place which welcomes all
people from all Varnas, religious sects and beliefs, nations
and colours, with open arms. The one particular thing about
coming to the abode of Baba was that no one could leave it
without His permission and if anyone did so, he would invite
calamities on himself, and if Baba ordered anyone to quit the
Mosque, he could stay there no longer. Since He had the
good of His people at His Heart, He sometimes gave them
hints or suggestion, which people would obey with great
pleasure, and if these were not acted upon or some deviation
took place, calamities would befall them. An European
gentleman, who came to Shirdi to see Baba, was asked to
leave the next day but he did not heed the advice and left on
his own schedule with the result that he met with an
accident in his tonga on way to Kopergaon and had to be
hospitalised there for some time.

It is believed that Sant Ramdas, who flourished in the
seventeenth century, had also come with the mission of
uniting the two major communities of India, in which he
succeeded to a considerable extent. He persuaded Muslims
not to injure the sentiments of their Hindu brethren by refra-
ining from killing cows and protecting Hindu Idols in their
temples. His influence on Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was
greatly responsible for latter's extreme secular way of ruling-
Within a period of two centuries, however, the two communi-
ties again started splitting apart and it is then that Sai Nath
Maharaj had to come to bridge the rising gulf.

He always uttered Allah Malik and advised people that
Ram and Rahim are one and the same, and that there was not
the slightest difference between them and it was sheer
ignorance out of which their devotees fought between
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themselves. He would say ‘You ignorant folk, join hands and
bring both the communities together, act sanely and thus
you will gain your object of national unity. It is no good to
argue on religion, because all religious tenets are mere
truths and if you stick to them, God will protect you. Yoga,
sacrifice, penance, knowledge and devotion to duty are the
means to attain God and if you do not stick to these things, it
is useless to think of any other thing. Return evil with good
and do not retaliate. Think good for everybody, even for
those whom you do not like for any reason.’

Sidik Falke was a good muslim gentleman from Kalyan,
who after returning from Haj, came to Shirdi to obtain the
grace of Baba. The Lord Sai Nath ignored him for nine
months and did not allow him to step into the Masjid.
Ultimately, Madhavrao Deshpande (Shama) who was very
close to Baba, intervened and requested Baba to take pity on
the old Haiji. It is said that Baba told him that without the
grace of God, nobody could enter the Masjid. To test the
Haji, Baba told Shama to enquire from the Haji if he was
prepared to pay Rs. 40,000 in instalments and when Shama
came and replied that Haji was prepared to pay even forty
lacs; again Baba told Shama that He was going to butcher a
goat in the Masjid and asked to enquire if the Haji would like
to have mutton, haunch or testicles of the goat. Shama
returned with the reply that the old man would be happy to
receive a small crumb from Baba's mud pot. On hearing the
reply, Baba approached the Haji and advised him not to be
proud of being a Haji and read the Holy Koran dutifully.
Being admonished thus, the old man felt humbled and was
happy that after all Baba had accepted him. Baba got a few
baskets of mangoes purchased and sent to the resting place
of the Haji and zi-0 gave him Rs. 55/- Himself. It is after this
that the Haii was enlisted in Baba's Darbar. Similar is the
incident of oiie Moolay Shastri of Nasik, who was an
orthodox Agnihotri Brahmin, well read in six Shastras and
respected by all. The shastri wanted to see Baba’s hand to
which He did not agree and instead offered him four plain-
tains. After his usual ritual at his resting place, when Mooley
Shastri again came to Baba, and when people began to
worship Baba, he threw flowers at him from some distance.
It is said that all of a sudden the Shastri did not find Baba at
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His seat but saw his late Guru Ghilap Swami there. He was
thrilled and became speechless for some time. Ultimately

" true sense dawned on him and he fell at Baba’s feet and

stood before Him with hands folded.

Amir Shakkar, a butcher, belonging to a village in Koper-
gaon had an attack of rheumatism, which put him to
immense pain and so he came to Shirdi and prayed to Baba
to relieve him. Baba placed him in Chavadi, where from Baba
passed every morning and evening and every alternate day
went there in procession to sleep there. Amir was lucky to
get Baba’s darshan often and it is thus that he got cured.
One night Baba asked Abdul to see what was dashing
against his bed. When Abdul brought the lamp, he found
something moving near Amir's cushion. it was a serpent,
moving its head up and down. The serpent was immediately
done away with Baba’'s timely warning, the life of Amir
Shakkar was saved.

One Fakir Pir Mohd of Malegaon, whom Baba called
Bade Baba, once lived with Baba in the Masjid. An old sickly
goat was got by somebody there and Baba asked Bade Baba
to cut it at one stroke so as to offer it as an oblation. The Pir
refused to do it. Then Baba asked Shama, so close a
devotee, to kill it but he went to the wada and did not return.
Baba's eyes then fell on Kakasaheb Dixit for the job. Though

‘he was a high class Brahmin, he brought a knife and was
ready to kill the goat. All the people present were wondering
as to when Bade Baba, a Mohammedan, was unwilling to kill
a life, how this pure Brahmin, who never knew killing, was
prepared to do this heinous job. But, when his hand was just
about to come down, Baba stopped him from doing the
thing. It was a test for the devotee out of which he came out
successful. The goat was then sent to a place called Takkya,
where fakirs used to sit, but before it could reach there, it fell
dead on the way.

Baba was always encouraging people to utter God’s
name and in his presence made His Bhakhtas sing the name
for seven days, which is called Namasaptaha. Once he asked
Das Ganu Maharaj to do the Namasaptaha. Das Ganu was
originally a devotee of Lord Vitthal, and so he put forward a
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condition. He said that he would do it only if Baba assured
him that Vitthal would appear on the seventh day. Baba
assured him of this, saying that the Pandhari of Vitthal and
Dwarka of Lord Krishna was also in Shirdi and that no one
need come from outside. Vithal would very much manifest
himself and all that was required was devotee's earnestness
to have the darshan. After the saptaha was over and when
Kakasahib Dixit was sitting in meditation, he saw Vitthal in a
vision. At noon, in the Durbar, Baba asked him if he had seen
Vitthal. This was before all and in the evening a Hawker
came to the Masijid for selling the pictures of Vitthal, which
tallied exactly with the figure which Kaka Saheb had seen in
the vision. This showed what Baba would do for his Bhaktas
and how much he cared for them.

Sai Baba was an apostle of Hindu-Muslim unity, a
beacon light to show us the way in life. It is on record that He
guaranteed the welfare of his Bhaktas, announcing clearly
that there would never be any dearth or scarcity of food and
clothes in the homes of my devotees. It is my special chara-
cteristic that | look always to and provide for the welfare of
those devotees who worship me whole-heartedly with their
minds fixed on me. Fix your mind in remembering me
always, so that it will not wander elsewhere, towards body,
wealth and home. Then you will be calm, peaceful and care-
free.’ It is unfortunate that even after this clear exposition,
we suffer in various ways because of our ignorance. It is high
time we took Baba's words to heart, and without
consideration of faith and religion, colour or region, love
each other as brothers from the same family and raise this
Nation to the same heights to which it once belonged.

Mr. N.N. Shalla
104/15, C.P.W.D. Qur.,
Saket, New Delhi-17.
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PURE DEVOTION PAYS.....

| learnt this at the tender age of 13, and it has only made
my love for and faith in Baba all the more strong. Since then
‘Sai Baba' is inscribed indelibly in letters of gold in my young
mind.

It was just 7 or 8 months since we had returned from
Zambia and with much difficulty | had got myself admitted in
a good school in the 8th standard. Accomodation had been a
problem, but soon, by the grace of Baba, we managed to get
comfortable accomodation. From the new residence my
school was about 22 kms. away and | had to travel by the
local trains, and during the typical Bombay monsoons, it was
obviously a great problem. Almost every other day | took ill.
In the middle of the scholastic year, it was impossible to
secure admission in any of the nearby schools were | to
escape the incessant down-pour. Moreover, my 2nd
language being French, it was necessary to get admission in
a school that offered French. As far as our knowledge would
go, there were no such schools in our area. It therefore was
really an issue engaging the mind of all at home. But my
parents did not lose hope. They kept on saying that Baba
would find a way out for us.

On one fine day, my father's colleague told him of a
school, quite close to our house, that offered French. But he
also warned that admission should be a problem, since it
was one of the best schools in the area, and a very strict one
at that. It was indeed a thrilling news for us. We made
inquiries here and there, but got the same reply; "It is futile
to seek admission there”'.

Unexpectedly, all our relatives planned to make a week-
end trip to Shirdi. We also joined them. | was pretty young
then and | do not now recall the details of the trip. But one
thing | remember very vividly. | remember sitting in the main
Mandir and becoming oblivious of all around me while |
concentrated only on the statue of Baba. Well, | did not have
to tell Him my problem; it seemed as if He knew everything. |
just sat there, and for the first time in my life, | experienced
something new — something that | cannot define in words
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even today. | must have sat there for an hour or so and all the
time there was Baba in my mind. Since that day, each time |
want to think of Him, | just have to close my eyes and right in
the centre of forehead between my eyes, | can see Baba
clearly. Sometimes | can see Him walking around in Shirdi,
sometimes seated on the stone.

The very next day after returning home, my father and |
went to the school and in a matter of fifteen minutes, | was
enrolled as a student. No more details are required as every
thing speaks for itself. Baba has become so much a part of
me that | do not do anything without a thought of him. Since
that event, | have been to Shirdi 4 to 5 times. A fortnight ago
too, | had been to Him. Actually, there is no need to pray. He
knows all that we need. You just have to look into those love-
filled eyes with devotion and all your problems and worries
melt away. | am almost 19 now and all these years have only
strengthened ‘our relationship’!!

My prostrations to SA| BABA.

Miss. Lata Balasubramanian,
A-1, Shivaji Park Telephone Exchange Quarters,
Anant Patil Marg, Dadar (W),

Bombay 400 028.
v kg
WHY GOOD PEOPLE SUFFER AND THE WICKED
FLOURISH?

The above question hovers in the minds of good people,
so much so that at times they begin to doubt the existence
of God. People versed in scriptural lore are prone to ask the
said question very often. This happens mainly due to lack of
knowledge of the cosmic law. Once Arjuna put the very
question to Lord Krishna, the latter being the Supreme
Judge in spiritual matters. The Lord, however, kept quiet for
some days and one fine morning asked Arjuna to accompany
Him.

Disguised as mendicants, they stood before the
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mansion of a wealthy man in the town. As the Lord asked for
alms, the man appeared shouting at the Lord with a con-
temptuous look, “Get out from here at once or else | may
have to ask my servant to drive you out from my courtyard”.
The Lord quietly walked out, stood at a distance and blessed
the wealthy man; — **May your riches multiply and bring you
luxury — May you live happily in this mansion for hundred
years’’. Arjuna, who witnessed Lord showering His grace on
the arrogant wealthy man, got annoyed with the attitude of
the Lord and remarked; “O Lord! how is that you bless this
evil-doer who has just used harsh words and insulted you?
What makes you to shower your grace on this arrogant man?
“The Lord smiled and asked Arjuna to follow Him quietly.
Then they made their way towards the house ofaman; — poor
and destitute. The man received the Lord and Arjuna, in the
guise of brahmins, with a warm welcome and requested
them to partake of the food which was being served in the
inner room, nay he fed them by giving his share. After meals,
the Lord called the poor man and his family members and said
that before saying good-bye, he wanted to bless them; ‘*“May
your cow die after fifteen years — May you and your family
members die one by one thereafter”. Saying this, the Lord
left the house of the poor man, Arjuna following him with
fury and doubt. “O Lord! What is wrong with you? You
blessed that arrogant wealthy man who poured all sorts of
abuses on us and cursed the poor helpless man who starved
himself and fed us with his share.” The Lord smiled and
said. “Cool down Arjuna, | understand your unrest. Let me
explain my attitude which seems to be strange from your
point of view". Listen! The wealthy man was blessed by me
so that he may indulge in activities which would tie him to
the wheel of birth and death permanently. In other words, his
so-called riches would, in due course, cause his complete
ruin. Now as for poor man, what you regard as a curse is
actually a boon for, through ‘curse’ of death | had the poor
man, his cow and family members liberated from the wheel
of birth and death. In other words, | put an end to their
sufferings for, they would merge with me, a state saints and
sages seek through meditation and hard penance”. Delighted
at the explanation of the Lord, Arjuna bowed down to Him
with deep reverence.
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To sum up, the so called riches cause complete ruin
whereas the good deeds lead a man towards the lotus feet of
the Lord. That is why Saibaba ignored riches and attached
utmost importance to good deeds.

S.N. Awachat

Section Supervisor,

Telephones,

Indian Globe Chambers, 4th Floor,
Fort, Bombay 400 001.

1 8. 8.8 .0 1

HOMAGE TO HIS HOLINESS
SWAMI KESAVAIAHJI

Presiding over 5th Anniversary function of the Maha-
samadhi of His Holiness Swami Kesavaiahji under the
auspices of Sri Sai Baba Bhaktha Samajam (Regd), Sri Shirdi
Sai Baba Mandir, Shenoy Nagar, Madras 600 030, in the
evening of 14.8."86 Hon'ble Mr, Justice P. Bhaskaran, Judge,
High Court, Madras said that the life, work and teachings of
H.H. Swami Kesavaiahji are of eternal value and paid

glnrinus tributes to the qualities of head and heart of H.H.
wami Kesavaiahji. He appealed to all to cherish the

services of the Swamiji and said that the Swamiji's message
of peace and his service to society were unique. The Swamiji
had become a Guru to thousands of followers of Shirdi Sai
Baba. Those who came to him were spiritually elevated. The
Swamiji had dedicated his whole life to spread the message
of Sri Sai Baba of Shirdi. Referring to the Shirdi Sai Baba
Mandir, the great edifice, he said that he considered it as a
temple, a house of God, constructed not by an ordinary
human agency, but by a Godly person, H.H. Swami Kesa-
valahji, who was able to do it by the blessings of Sri Sai Baba
of Shirdi. The Hon'ble Judge also spoke on Guru Bhakthi
and the role played by His Holiness Swami Kesavaiahji in the
spreading of Bhakthi and Sai cult. He congratulated the
Samajam for the excellent work it was doing in propagating
the ideals of Sri Sai Baba of Shirdi.
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Samajam celebrated the 5th Mahasamadhi day of its
founder H.H. Swami Kesavaiahji with solemnity and
devotion on 14th August, 1986, with a day long programme
of puja, poor-feeding in the morning and public function in
the evening at Sri Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir, Shenoy Nagar,
Madras.

Messages received from Mr. Justice P.R. Gokulakrish-
nan, Chief Justice, High Court of Gujarat, Ahmedabad and
Mr. Justice Venkataswamy and Mr. Justice S. Swami Kannu,
Judges, High Court of Madras and other notable personali-
ties wishing the function a success were read out.

Earlier Shri- M. Uttam Reddy, Chairman of the Samajam
welcoming the gathering said that His Holiness Swami
Kesavaiahji, Founder of the Samajam had done more than
any one else for spreading the message of Sri Sai Baba of
Shirdi, for over 40 years. The Samajam which was establish-
ed as instrument for the propagation of the message of Shri
Sai Baba of Shirdi was 25 years old.

Thousands of devotees circumambulated the Samadhi
of Gurudev Swami Kesavaiahji. After the meeting Udhi and
other items of prasadam were distributed to all the devotees
and Sri Malaysia Vasudevan, Cine play back artist and party
sang devotional songs.

Sri L. Narendradoss proposed the vote of thanks.

Raja Krishan Moorthi,
Clo. Sri Sai Baba Bhaktha Samajam (Regd),
Shenoy Nagar, Madras-30.

L 2 4 4 4
UNISON

Mammon-worship leads to division,
Sai-worship leads to unison!

T.A. Ram Nathen

Flat No. 3, Block S-14,
Gumurmath Housing Estate,
Budge Budge Trunk Road,
Sarangabad-743 319 (W.B.)
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BABAJI IS STILL ALIVE!

I,Shri Chandubhai Mehta, my wife Smt. Manuben and my
entire family are ardent devotees of Shri Shirdi Sai Baba. We are
residing very near Shirdi Sai temple, in Ahmedabad in a street
named as Kavishar’s Pole near Balahanuman Khadia.

We had been fortunate enough to serve Shri Swami Sai
Sarananandji, for 17 years. We also accompanied Sai Sarananan-
dji to Shirdi, a number of times. Our Omnipresent.Omnipotent and
Omniscient God Shri Babaji has personally appeared to us many
times and has given many experiences. Few of them are narrated
below.

1. In 1980, between 12th and 15th March, a man dressed in
silken shirt and dhoti came to my house one day, between 2 and 4
p.m. He gave a packet to my wife. My wife requested him to sit for
a while. But, he went away without speaking anything. She opened
the packet and found that there were 4! tickets from
Ahmedabad to Manmad by Navjivan Express. On my return from
the office my wife told me of the above incident. I inquired with the
Railway authorities and found that it was true. I firmly believe
that it was Saibaba.only who gave us the tickets. I told the incident
to Swami Shri Sai Sarananandji and he also assured that Baba
wanted us to go to Shirdi,

2. In 1981, between 12th and 15th March, a man came to my
house between 12 and 2.00 p.m, and threw a packet. My daughter
opened the packet and found that there were 4'4 tickets from
Ahmedabad to Manmad.

3. In 1982, on 12th March, between 2 and 4 p.m. a man
looking like Rikshaw Driver came and gave one packet to my wife
and went away. On opening the packet, she found 4 tickets from
Ahmedabac tc Manmad by rail.

4. In 1983, on 15th March my wife and daughter went to
have darshan of Swami Shri Sai Sarananandji’s Samadhi at 14,
Prakrutikunj Society, Shreyas Tekra, Ambawadi, Ahmedabad. My
wife carried neivedya with her. The lady looking after the Samadhi
asked her to clean a jar and then to put neivedya in it. As my wife
inverted the jar for cleaning, there came out a bundle containing
414 tickets (Reserved). This time I thought to preserve these tickets
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as Prasad. Accordingly, I travelled on my own, on 30-4-83, I have
still preserved the tickets, given by our Baba’s own hands.

5. In 1984, on 15th March, in Shri Kusumben’s residence
(Kusumben is also an ardent devotee of Sai Baba and owner of the
Hotel Capital, Mirzapur, Ahmedabad) a bundle of 4% tickets and
reservation form were lying, between Babaji’s Photo and Swamiji’s
photo. Shri Kusumben gave us the bundle on the next day morning
Aarti at Baba’s temple in Surti Pole, Ahmedabad.

In 1985, in the morning of 12th January, as my wife came out
of Surti’s pole, for going home, a man appeared before her and
said that he wanted to go to Gangasagar, but the ticket was not
available. He gave one bunédle to her. My wife requested him to
come to my place, but he said he would come afterwards. The
packet contained 2 mangoes, Udi and Rs.280/- for the tickets. A
week before this incident,in a dream, my daughter saw Swamiji,
asking for mangoes. We also offered mangoes as neivedya twice in
a day in Sainath’s temple.

This year, between 3rd and 4th January, a couple appeared
before my wife, near the Sainath’s temple, as she was coming out
after morning Aarti. They told her that they had been going to Gan-
gasagar every year for the last eleven years, but this time the tickets
were not available. At 11 O’clock in the night of 4th January
we had just slept and there was a knock on the door. My daughter
woke up and found a packet containing two mangoes, Udi and
Rs.280/-. She opened the door and went out in the street but she
could not trace anybody.

Thus continuously for the last seven years, Babaji has been
showering His blessings upon us. It is my firm belief that Babaji
appears before the Bhaktas even after so many years of his
Mahasamadhi on 15-10-1918. We continue to believe that Babaji is
still alive. May He shower His blessings upon all of us.

Chandubhai Mehta
A&
\) /"F
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SADGURU SAINATH IS IMMORTAL
HIS MIRACLES ARE INCREDIBLE & INFINITE.

To be frank, I knew nothing about Sri Shirdi Sai Baba earlier.
One Mr. Rao, a retired Engineer has been staying in our colony for
the past nearly two years with his family. They worship Sai on all
days and conduct Bhajans on Thursdays. We, as neighbours, took
part in all bhajans and thus became aware of Sai Baba and His
leelas.

It is said that Chy, Syamala, daughter of Mr. Rao, is a gifted
child and would sit in meditation for hours together during
worship. While she is in dhyan, it appears, Baba gives darshan to
her and talks to her. When she puts forth any of the problems of
the devotees, Baba gives the solution to them. During Bhajans, the
spirit of Baba speaks through Syamala, blesses all the devotees and
answers their questions. Only with His grace and kind blessings we
could perform the marriage of our daughter in May, 1985.

One night, in the month of December, 1985, while I was
sleeping close to the window in my bed room, at about 2.00 A.M., |
saw Sadguru Sainath inserting His hand through the window and
-- showing His ‘Abhayahastha’ to me. On seeing this remarkable
manifestation of His Qmnipresence, I woke up in great pleasure
and surprise and prayed to Him with folded hands. Meanwhile, 1
heard a big sound of breaking of the doors of the rear room of my
house. Immediately I got up from my bed and switched on the
lights. Then I saw three thieves throwing away the crow-bar and
taking to their heels by jumping over the compound wall. Then
only I understood that Baba had come to my room to wake me and
to save me from the possible theft. Baba has thus proved His
saying, ‘Even when you sleep, I will be awake and watchful’, It is
literally true that Baba always protects His devotees, who have full
faith in Him.

Beginning from the last Datta Jayanthi day (26-12-85), Nama
Saptha Sapthaham was performed in Shirdi Sai Mandir at
Vijayawada. I used to attend and participate in all Arthis through-
out and receive thirtha prasadams. 1 had the good fortune of
having the darshan of Baba’s Padukas brought from Shirdi;
meeting and receiving blessings from great devotees who came
there. Soon after the completion of the Saptha Sapthaham, with
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the kind blessings and promptitude of Lord Sainath, I could visit
the Holy Shirdi-and have His darshan. The Blissful form of all
pervading Sainath is indescribable. On return from Shirdi, as usual
I have been attending the Thursday Bhajans in our colony and
spending the spare time in reading Sai Satcharitra etc.

Chy. Syamala has not been keeping well for the past four days.
I have been attending on her both morning and evening, enquiring
about her health etc. On Monday 24-2-'86 afternoon, I was stunned
to see the situation there and I was shaken to my bones. I could not
control my agony — tears rolled down. Chy. Syamala, a beloved
child of Baba was in bed with a paralytic attack, unable to move her
right hand and right leg. I could not even speak for some time. I
could not understand how this beloved child of Baba became a
victim to this deadly disease. On enquiry, I came to know that Chy.
Syamala was all right in the morning. At 9.30 A.M., it appears she
complained of head-ache and heaviness in the head and went to
bed to have some rest. After a while she became practically uncon-
scious and continued to be like that for about four hours. No one
could wake her up by any means. At 1.30 P.M. she opened her eyes
by herself and expressed, in a very low voice, to her father, who
was helplessly sitting by her bedside, that she was feeling very heavy
and painful in the left half of her head, as though all the blood
veins and nerves in that part were twisted and bundled up and
also that she was not able to move the right leg and right hand and
they were also heavy. It was considered by her father as a case of
Cerebral Thrombosis and paralytic stroke of the right side.
Immediately he tried to get the help of his cousin brother to secure
the services of a Paralysis Specialist. But his cousin was not
available, They were all in a confused mind and grief-stricken. I
was helpless and unable to see her condition. I went back to my
house and was eagerly awaiting my husband. As soon as he came
back home, I explained the situation and we both came to see
Syamala with the intention of taking her to a doctor,

In the meantime, thinking that Sadguru Sainath the protector
of all, alone can help them in this crisis, and with firm faith in Him,
Mr. Rao took Syamala to Pooja mandir and made her to sit. She
was asked to pray and meditate on Baba. On this occasion she was
in meditation for 40 minutes. During this period, it appears Baba
gave darshan to her, rubbed her head with His hand and said ‘Why
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fear when I am here’'. He also said that her paralytic condition
would disappear within five days, but wanted her to attend the Sai
Mandir and do pradakshinas for three days — 21 times each day. He
also wanted her to take His Udi both morning and evening mixed
in milk. After Baba’s touch over the head, she felt a great relief in
the head. Syamala’s father said that there was no need to take her
to any doctor, but requested our help in taking her to Sai Mandir.

In the evening at 7.30 P.M. myself along with my husband and
Mr. Rao took her to Sai Baba's temple with great difficulty.
Devotees present in the mandir felt very sad for the girl’s pitiable
condition. With great difficulty, I could manage and made her to
complete 21 pradakshinas. After this we noticed a slight movement
in the fingers of the right hand. The whole of the night, she was
suffering with severe pain in the right leg and hand. She could not
sleep.

On the second day again myself and my husband together with
Mr. Rao took Syamala to the temple and started doing pradak-
shinas. As I did on the previous day, I had to hold her and
somehow drag her with difficulty to go round the idol. After
completing eleven pradakshinas, when the 12th was about to
begin, by the grace of Baba, suddenly her right leg got released and
she could freely walk around, with out any assistance. She jogged
like a child with quick spacings and made more than forty pradak-
shinas. As arathi bell rang, she stopped and stood near one of the
pillars. After arathi to Baba, she asked to fetch some water to
drink. There was no water nearby. I found a big tumbler with water
near Dwarakamai portrait. It appears the poojari used to keep that
tumbler of water near Baba during nights. Without any thinking or
hesitation, I brought that tumbler of water and gave it to Syamala.
Lo! Baba’s grace! Surprisingly Syamala held the glass tumbler with
her right hand and quickly drank the water fully. Earlier the right
leg and right hand were just like hanging snake-gourds without any
control of movement. In the middle of the 2nd day pradakshinas,
the leg got released and at the end, the hand started moving. It sent
thrills of joy in me and I thanked Lord Sainath mentally. All those
present in the mandir were struck with wonder and gazed steadily at
her for some time. They all praised Baba for this miraculous leela.
On the third day I was able to make Syamala do 21 pradakshinas
without any difficulty.
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Shri Sai Leela, January 1987

Fourth day being Thursday, while Bhajan was going on as
usual in their house, Baba entered the spirit of Syamala and blessed
all the devotees. Baba said that Syamala would be completely
relieved of the trouble by the next day i.e. 5th day (28-2-1986). He
further wanted us to do Bhajan in Sai Mandir on 28-2-1986. We all
felt very happy for Syamala being very fortunate. As a result of her
poorvajanma sukrutam and good deeds she has always been with
Sainath, the Perfect Master and Personification of all knowledge,
the God-state. In that Bhajan, Baba called one Mr.
Sreenivasamurthy, a devotee, and said, ‘You are suffering — is it
not? Come tomorrow to Mandir, I shall get some Udi for you’.

On the 5th day, as ordained by Baba, Bhajan was going on in
Sai Mandir. In the middle, Syamala could see Baba smiling and
standing on the steps in the front with a stick in his hand, To bring
Him in, Syamala went up to the steps. She did not know what had
happened afterwards. Baba possessed Syamala and put Udi in her
hand. She then walked in to the hall slowly, gave some Udi to
Sreenivasamurthy as intimated on the previous day, and applied
Udi to the foreheads of all the devotees present there. The good
fortune of all of us in the Mandir on that day is indescribable.

Mr. Srinivasamurthy, an asthma patient suffering for a long
time says, he is now free from the trouble after using the Udi for
three days. The two difficult cases — Paralysis and Asthma were
easily cured by Baba’s Udi. Thus His leelas are incredible, Infinite
and beyond our limited understanding. Baba is an ocean of love
and kindness and bears the sufferings of his devotees patiently as
his own. He is the Divine effulgence that offers His hand of
protection to the devotees with all the cheerfulness. He is the
personification of Rama, Krishna, Siva, Maruthi and all other
deities. Our two hands are not enough to raise in His worship. Our
voices are incapable of singing His praise adequately,

Jai Sadguru Sainath Maharaj ki jai
Jai Sadguru Sainath Maharaj ki jai
Jai Sadguru Sainath Maharaj ki jai.

Lingamsetti Sita Ravamma,
W/o. Sri. L.K. Rao,

H.8, State Bank Colony, No. 2,
Vijayawada-10.
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REMEMBERING SRI NARASIMHA SWAMUJI

As the Sai Movement is racing towards the twentyfirst
century with increasing awareness that Shri Sai Baba was
Sri Rama or Sri Krishna who had been born in the modern
world for the welfare of mankind as a Saviour, it is good to
remember as a measure of thanksgiving the evocative role
that Shirdi Sansthan is playing in providing opportunities to
seekers of peace and educating the people with the warm-
hearted participation of devotees through the medium of
Shri Sai Leela journals.

In the divine enterprise of Sai service, the pioneering
contribution of Sri Narasimha Swamiji of All-India Sai Samaj
of Madras in spreading the Sai Message with the co-
operation of Shirdi Sansthan is worthy of grateful remem-
brance. On the auspicious occasion of the installation of the
marble statue of Samartha Sadguru Shri Sainath Maharaj in
the Samaj temple in Madras, it is proposed to publish a
souvenir to recount the work of the great Apostle of Shri Sai
Baba, Sri Narasimha Swamiji in making Sri Sai Baba's name
a household word everywhere in India.

As a journalist seeking Sai Grace to publish the souvenir
with the co-operation of all the Sai organizations in the
country and the devotees, | invite thieir participation in this
sacred work with their messages and articles. | soulfully
welcome their assent to associate their names with a project
to felicitate the All-India Sai Samaj on this historic occasion.
A copy of the souvenir will be sent to all the devotees and Sai
Organizations participating in this sacred duty of remem-
bering Sri Narasimha Swamiji, the founder of All-India Sai
Samaj.

Vuppuluri Kalidas
168, Thambu Steet,
MADRAS-600 001.
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SHRI SATI BABA SANSTHAN SHIRDI

Publications of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi

Packing and
‘L No Name of the Book Language Price Postage
Rs. Rs.
1. | Shri Sai Satcharita Marathi 31.00 6.50
p % do English 14.50 5.25
3. do Hindi 8.50 5.25
4. do Gujarathi 19.00 5.25
5. do Kannada 10.00 4.00
6. do Telugu e =
T do Tamil — e
8. do Sindhi 22.00 4.50
9. do (Pothi) Gujarathi 31.00 6.50
10. | Shri Sai Leelamrit Marathi — _
11. do Hindi 10.50 4.00
12. do Gujarathi 6.65 4.00
13. | Avtar Karya Marathi 6.00 4.00
14. | Stavan Manjiri Marathi 0.65 3.50
15. do Hindi 1.00 3.50
- 16. do Gujarathi == LN
17. | Sagunopasana (Arti) Marathi 0.70 3.50
18. do Hindi 1.25 3.50
19. do Gujarathi 0.80 3.50
20. do Telugu — -
21. do Sindhi 1.25 3.50
22. | Four Adhyayas (Dasganu’s) | Marathi 1.85 3.50
23. | Pictorial Sai Baba Marathi/Eng, — =
24. | Children’s Sai Baba Marathi 1.65 3.50
25. do English 1.65 3.50
26. do Hindi 1.65 3.50
27. do Gujarathi 1.65 3.50
28. do Telugu — —
29. | Rudradhyava (A-11) Marathi 0.80 3.50
30. | Shirdi Guide Marathi 1.50 3.50
31. do English 1.50 3.50
| 32. do Gujarathi 1.50 3.50
33. | Sai the Superman English 7.25 4.00
£ | 34. | sai Baba of Shirdi
(Bharucha) English 6.50 4.00
35. do (Pradhan) English 3.00 4.00
36. | Ashtottar Shat Namavali Marathi 1.00 3.50
37. | Raghunath Savitri Bhajan
Mala Marathi 15.25 4.50
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SHRI SAI BABA PHOTOS *

No.| Name of Photo Size Price | Regd. P. &
Pac. Char.
Rs. Rs.
1. | Dwarkamai Photo
(Plastic coating) 17" x 22" 3.50 3.50
A do 14" x 20" 1.50 3.50
3. do 7" x 10" 0.60 3.50
4. | Baba Sitting on Stone
(B & W) 14" x 20" 0.80 3.50
5. | Statue Photo 14" x 20" 1.50 3.50
6. do 10" x 14" 0.90 3.50
¢ o do 7" x 10" 0.60 3.50
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1. Executive Officer, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan,
P.O. Shirdi, Tal. Kopargaon, Dist. Ahmednagar,

2. *“‘Sai Niketan’’ 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Road,
Dadar, Bombay 400 014.
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