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<A QUOTE FOR THE MONTH *

l"f Q: Is fasting necessary to the conquering of one’s own
;. mind?

el 5.': o

L

» An: As to fasting, Rama sayvs. do not starve or
overfeed. Both extremes are to be avoided.

'~ Sometimes fasting comes naturally, we feel within

s ourselves a natural desire to abstain from eating.

P Such instincts of the heart should be obeyed, but at

b . . . S

other times the inner self tells you to take

;-rr nourishment. Follow these instincts. Fasting
Ak should be taken as a help but it should not master
’;; us. People often fast because it is forced upon them
Ca they then become servants of this slavery of
i; fasting. Rama does not countenance slavery. True
¥, fasting means ridding ourselves of all selfish
A designs, desires. not feeding them but purging
of . ourselves wholly of them.*
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";, * Swami Rama Tirtha
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ME BABA'S PROSTEGE

I came to know about Sri Baba in late fifties i.e. 1958 or so!
One Leela Sai came to Trivandrum and was staying at Dr.
Narayan Nair's house. She used to predict the future of the people
who visited her, with Baba’s blessings. My mother, a young widow
with five children, also went to her for her help and guidance.
Slowly she brought a photograph of Baba and kept it in her pooja
room. That is how I started worshipping Sri Baba. Then I read

many books and as a result was completely drawn to Him!

In 1961, I got married to an army officer, and left my home
town to stay with him in the North. As soon as we reached there,
my husband got orders to move to Goa for military operations. I
was left all alone in that hill station. That was my 1st time to be
away from home. I stayed all alone in that huge building, our house,
with no neighbours near-by. Then came the 1962 Chinese aggres-
sion. It was a very bad experience for me. Silently I prayed to Sri
Baba to give me enough strength to go through all these crises.
Things were happening so suddenly that we did not have time to
think about any thing else. My -husband was posted from his
original battalion to another Bn. Sri Baba knew what was going to
happen to that Bn. When I now look back I can see so clearly all
His love and protection for me, nay, for us.

We came to the new place Hyderabad, and the preparation for
the move was going on. In the mean time I fell sick and underwent
some treatment. As a newly married and sick person, I was very
much upset about the whole thing. On top of it, my mother-in-law
wrote to my husband saying that astrologically there was a
possibility of early widowhood to me. I started crying and did not
know what to do except pray to Sri Baba. Somehow my husband
was left back in the ‘Rear Party’. Otherwise I don’t think he would
be alive to-day. I was so overjoyed by His kindness and grace and
thanked Him immensely,

I have an innate feeling that He alwn)'rs protects me. As a young
girl I have seen a person like Sri Baba with the headgear etc. He
used to come to our house for alms. The same person came to my
house after so many years when I was in distress. Again it was con-
nected with my husband. He was in the field area and I was not get-
ting any letters from him. So many days passed but no news, what-
soever. | was naturally worrled. That was the time Sri Baba came tc
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. Shri Sai Leela, March, 1988

our door step. I gave him some money .;md He disappeared. After
few hours the postman delivered my husband’s letter to me. See,
how Gracious my Baba is!

I can narrate so many incidents. When [ was a young woman my
parents, grand parents and other members of the family were stay-
ing in a double.storied, terraced building. One day my kid and
myself and sister were playing near the terrace. The minute we
moved out of that place the whole terrace collapsed where we had
been playing a little ago. Thank God we both were saved by Baba’s
Grace. I remember my mother saying, ‘‘She has got some protec-
tion, otherwise see what would have happened to her’. I was so
shocked at the sudden event that I could not imagine what would
have been our fate had the terrace collapsed while we were in its
neighbour-hood! Sri Baba only saved us from that calamity.

As the years rolled on I began and continue to leave everything
to Him. I have complete faith in Him. After my marriage most of
the time I was in and out of the hospital. I had three major opera-
tions. During those times only Sri Baba helped me to keep calm and
quiet. With His blessings I always came out of the hospital without
any damage to my health.

Then we came to Bangalore to settle down. To get a site in
Bangalore is very difficult for obvious reasons. As soon as we
reached there we started applying to the B.D.A. 3 or 4 times we ap-
plied and afterwards we completely forgot about it. In the mean
time I was involved in collecting some money for a Sai Baba temple
there. I did collect some money and handed over to the persons
concerned. During that time in 1983 on a Sri Ramanavmi day the
post-man brought a letter for me. When I opened it I was overjoyed
by the contents. It was an allotment letter for a site from B.D.A.
authorities. See, how kind and helpful Sri Baba is! So friends have
complete faith in Him. He will lookafter you, not only here in this
world but hereafter too.

OM SRI SAI RAM

Mrs. Lalita Nair,

44, Kodehally Layout,
Bhimanagar P.O.,
Bangalore,
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BABA LOOKSAFTER US IF WE LOOK TO HIM
or

EVEN IF WE MAKE FRIENDS WITH HIS
DEVOTEES

After reading the article ‘‘Baba the Saviour’’ contributed by
Sri D.V. Krishna Murthy from Nandyal in January, 1987 issue of
Sai Leela, I would like to express that **Sai looks after us even if we
make friends with Sai's devotees’. Sri Krishna Murthy has been
my friend for the last few vears. He retired as Headmaster and [ am
going to retire soon. My wife reached Sai in December, "84 and his
wife in December, '85. Sai granted extension of life to them many
times as prayed for by us. In May, 1981, Sri Krishna Murthy in-
vited us to attend a Sat Sangh at his house which was addréssed by
Sri Sam Charan Baba, an ardent devotee of Sai. Moved by his
devotional speech, my wife and my self started worshipping Sai. Sri
Krishna Murthy encouraged and advised me not to be depressed. 1
surrendered to Sai and | wds able to carry on my duties as Head-
master only by uttering Sai’s name. This brought me name and
some reputation to the institution. My wife, a known diabeti: pa-
tient used to sing Sai Bhajan and always looked at Sai’s portrait

hung in front of her bed, whenever she felt that she was to leave the

earthly world.

As we had no children, we adopted a boy. He was eighteen and
my wife had a desire to celebrate his marriage. As he was very
young | hesitated but left every thing to Sai. One day in July, '84 at
2 P.M. her condition became worse, Her body became cold and she
could not breath. Her brother who was there began to weep. |
stood before Sai’s portrait and requested to grant extension of life
until she witnessed the marriage of the boy. I rubbed Sai's Prasad
on her body. In five minutes she was alright. In August, 1984 we
celebrated the marriage of the boy with my wife's brother’s
daughter who was sixteen. My wife passed away in December,
1984,

After my wife’s death | prayed to Sai to bless me with a grand
daughter to fill the gap in the house, caused by my wife's demise. As
desired by me, in November, "BS, a female baby was born and she
was named after Sai (Sai Saraswathi). My grand-daughter has been
a solace to me. The baby is lulled by singing Sai Bhajan. Thanks to
Sri Sai Charan Baba and my friend Shri Krishna Murthy who put
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me on Sai's path. Those wh : have chosen the path of Sai have no
feelings of pain, sorrow and sin. Sai helps those who helps the
needy. Once we seek his asylum we will not be thrown out by Sai.

““JAl SAI RAM”

. B. Venkateswarulu, B.A. B.Ed.,
4 Saraswathi Venkateswara
Nivas, 236-37/25,

Sanjeevanagar, NANDYAL.

- YOk
AN
CHANGES

Things change
Friendships fade
Money is spent out
N Glories forgotten
Power is lost
Seasons change
So do people
Day turns to night,
Sorrow to joy,
Pain to pleasure,
Rules are broken,
Promises forgotten,
Trust betrayed,
Life ends,
Love cools,
Hate dies,
stars fall
K Things change....
} But God Sainath is ever as before.

M. Rama Rao,
497, IX Block East,
Jayanagar, Bangalore 560 069.
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IF HE CAME TO MY HOUSE....!!

If Lord Sai Nath came to my house,
First I shall hide Him from my spouse,
To avoid unnecessary questions,

I shall have to answer creating tensions.

I shall take Him straight to my room,
Make Him seated comfortably and assume,
That it is time for Him to consume,

Some delicacies prepared for the noon.

Once He shows His contentment by burping,

I shall take Him to the garden in front for resting,
And fan Him quietly while He sways on the swing,
Till He lays down for deep slumbering.

In the meanwhile I shall go inside,

To attend to my daily chores which I set aside,

When He had entered suddenly from outside,

Leaving everything, I ran to welcome Him with arms outstretched.

Before it is time for Him to wake up,

The table is laid with tea, snacks and ketchup, v
With attractive flower arrangement for pleasant get up,

The curtains drawn aside, while He freshens up.

Sitting next to Him [ shall cherish,

My dream come true to see Him relish,

All the preparations served in the dish,
Although the dinner is also without meat or fish.

I leave it to Him to stay overnight with me,

Or bless other devotees at Shirdi during Shejarti,
If I am blessed, 1 shall wake Him with Kakad arti,
Till He stays, I shall serve Him as my Deity.

Miss N.B. Sanglikar,

' C/0. M.A.C.S. Research Institute,
Law College Road,

Pune 411 004;
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SAI SAMARTH'S LEELA

Sri Sai Baba is available to His devotees even after His
Mahasamadhi and this has been the experience of thousands of
sincere bhaktas all over the world. True to this statement made by
devotee Sri N.N. Shalla of New Delhi in his article ‘‘Sai Baba Im-
age of Self-effacement’” published in Shri Sai Leela in December,
"86, I desire to narrate to share my happiness of the divine bliss I
experienced by the grace of our Lord SAI BABA, the omnipresent
with all my Sai brothers and sisters.

On a particular day, I was travelling by an express night bus
from Bangalore to Bellary on official duty. On the mid-way the bus
driver and stopped the bus for a few minutes and informed the pas-
sengers to ease themselves. I got down from the bus and after
answering the nature’s call, drank the sweet water of two small co-
coanuts to quench my thirst at mid-night. After a short interval ol
time, the bus again started its journey, piercing its way through the
darkness of the night. All passengers made their efforts to sleep in
their sitting posture. The sweet water from two cocanuts started
its function and made my bladder inside to swell. I felt uneasy and
uncomfortable as I had the severe urge to answer nature's call
again. Any amount of my controlling that urge became useless and
the discomfort in the lower abdomen was unbearable due to the
swelling of the bladder with the accumulation therein. No words
could describe my agony in that situation. 1 was afraid and felt
ashamed of myself to request the driver to stop the bus for a while
for enabling me to get down for nature’s call when all other co-
passangers were in their deep slumber. I was looking out eagerly for
the approach of my destination so that I could get down to ease
myself but there was no such symptom as two more hours of
journey was left behind to reach my destination.

When the pain became extremely unbearable, 1 cried out to
our Swamy SAI SAMARTH and prayed in my heart of hearts to
stop the bus under some pretext or other so that 1 could get down
and ease myself. What a wonder it was! My humble prayer reached
instantly our Lord Sainath, the Omnipresent and indweller of the
heart, as Draupadi’s prayer reached Lord Krishna when her saree
was pulled off in the darbar hall of Dutchasana. The speeding bus was
suddenly stopped to my surprise and astonishment. The driver of
the bus simply got down on his own from the bus with a tinful of

9
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water and dissappeared in the darkness of the night. The Omnipre-
sent SAI SAMARTH on hearing my prayer had created a similar
urge in the driver in order to relieve the sufferings of His dear
devotee. Who can speak adequately of His leelas!

I wholeheartedly thanked our Lord and got down from the bus
to ease myself without any loss of time. I rushed myself to a nearby
bush to ease, but to my dismay, | couldn’t ease myself at all,
perhaps due to control for a long time as well as anxiety. I was
afraid whether I may have to board, the bus again without getting
myself relieved of my problem and continue to undergo the torture
again in the bus. Though several minutes passed, there was no relief
for me. Again I turned to our Lord SAINATH and prayed to save
me in my critical position. Relief came instantly as my prayer was
answered by the all prevading benefactor SAI SAMARTH and 1
was completely relieved of my problem in the next few minutes.
What a joy it was for me at that moment. It can't be expressed in
words. I prostrated to our Lord SAINATH in my heart for coming
to my succour in a miraculous manner in that midnight and then I
boarded the bus. The bus driver unaware of the miracle of our
swamy, returned to the bus with his empty tin and resumed driving.

When the bus reached my destination after some hours of
journey, I got down from the bus and expressed my gratitude to the
driver in whom our Lord Samarth Sai had manifested Himself and
acted His divine drama in His own way to relieve the sufferings of
His dear devotee. My humble pranams at the Lotus Feet of our
Lord SAMARTH SAINATH PRABHU.

JAI SAl RAM

D. Thirugnanam, M.A.,
1450, Sri Sai Laxmi Nivas,
13, Main II Stage,

West of Chord Road,
Bangalore 560 086.

10



Shri Sai Leela, March, 1988

SAl, EMBODIMENT OF LOVE,
PLEASE, HELP ME !

In every need let me come to vou
with humble Trust saving, Sai Help me!

in all my doubts, perplexities and
& Temprations, Sai help me!

/n hours of loneliness, weariness
And trials, Sai Help me!

In the failure of my plans and hopes,
In disappointments, ‘troubles and
sorrows, Sai Help me!

When others fail me and thy grace
Alone can help me, Sai Hesitate not!
When I throw myself on thy tender

Love of a Father and Saviour,
Sai do Help me!

When my heart is_cast down
on failure ar seeing no good
y. Come-from my efforts, Sai Help me!
When [ feel impatient,
And restless
Sai help me!

When I am ill And my head and
Hands do not work and 1 feel
Lonely, Sai help me!

Always, in spite of my weakness,

. Failures ahd short-comings of every kind,
Sai Help.me, and never for-sake me please!
Dear Lord, | pray thee
Accept my prostrations
In making an impossible
Thing possible by Thy grace.

> Stephen

Lovenest House,
G- Bhart, Merces,
Panaji Goa (India)

11
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Salutations to Sri Sai Nath, our Samartha Sadguru who was
designated by the Almighty to guide the masses caught up in the
whirlpool of worldliness and to steer them clear towards God-
realization. Self-awareness is the spiritual goal of all human beings
and though Jnana Marga is tne direct path of self-enquiry, it has
proved an up-hill task requiring herculean effort and was given up’
even by Pujya Narasimha Swamy, the apostle of Sri Sai Nath,

Pujya Swamiji, Sai devotees are well aware, first approached
Sri Ramana Maharshi seeking solace and spiritual enlightenment.
In his book Self-Realisation — Life and Teachings of Sri Ramana
Maharshi (Edn.8) he frankly admits his incompetence to pursue
this path. To quote his own words ‘‘Few have analysed and
vnderstood his (Maharshi’s) attitude and realization on matters of
vital interests. More than twenty years back even Seshadri Swami a
great tapasvin failed to see through this Swamy. How can others,
puny souls make it out. Yet, having started a biography one has to
face the task as it is the mark of wisdom to complete what is
begun’’. Pujya Shri Narasimha Swamiji’s words sound very hum-
ble; yet it remains an undisputed fact, his work, the first of its kind, |
attracted people not only from other parts of India but also the“f
famous English journalist Paul Brunton to come over to India and
also paved the way for his widely read book, ‘*A Search in Secret
Indija.”’ :

As Sai Nath was the Guru earmarked for Narasimha Swamiji,
he was advised in a silent manner, say in Dakshinamurti’s style to
go westward to Shirdi, in as much as the same way when Paul
Brunton approached the living sage of Kanchi, Sri Sankaracharya,
the Senior, was directed verbally to go to Tiruvannamalai, the
abode of Maharshi (Ibid). By choice or accident — nay by Sai's
divine will we are all drawn towards SAL the saviour of mankind.

Beloved Sai Nath has Himself declared pointing to his chest —
““This Brahmin can bring lacs of men on the white path and take
them to their destination. This is a Brahmin's masjid"’. (Sai Sat-
Charita Edn. 10. P. 39, Footnote). Having received this assuran
from Sai Nath Himself, one has to sit silently and ponder over the
word SAI which will reveal a fund of meaning with spiritual
significance. The abbreviation SAl stands for Self Awakening In-
stitute; Sai Nath as the teacher, organizer, administrator, all func-

12
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tions rolled into one admits in His School. His children with no
caste or colour distinction without any discrimination whatsoever
and also without any age restriction. Nay, He goes beyond space
and time in the matter of selection. One cannot think of a more
suitable example of Sai's choice than our Pujya Narasimha Swamiji
"*in this regard. %

What should a Sadhaka do? As Hemadpant points out in Sri
Sai-Sat-Charita, he should develop firm faith packed by in-
telligence and to which he should add patience.”” Thus equipped, a
Sai devotee should go on remembering Sai's divine form and con-
stantly chant SAI, SAI; the reverse of SAI is ISA meaning Lord,
and the fruit of Sai manthra japa is realization of self. In other
words the Sadhak merges with SAI and becomes SAIl as he
discovers the truth of the Mahavakya (Upanishad saying) ‘‘Aham
Brahma Asmi’’. I am Brahma, i.e. Self Am I.

Sai Nath has given us in a nut-shell the essence of Gita, the
cream of the Upanishad, the profound truth of Vedanta easy to
understand and practise, where the means and the end are not
divorced from each other but where Jivatma is linked with

aramatma. Let us prostrate before Sai Nath and ‘‘Arise and
Awake and stop not till the Goal is reached’’ (Katha Upanishad
111:14)

JAI SAI NATH

Sita Shri,

34/131, Bharani Colony,
Sainikpuri P.O.,
Secunderabad 500 594,
Andhra Pradesh.

, BRI
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HIS MYSTERIOUS WAYS

In December, 1984, I had a problem in Uterus and underwent
a major surgery in abdomen in January, 85. After the operation |
grew weak as I am past fifty-five. I needed help for everything,
even 1o turn ovgr or sit up in bed. It was very discouraging and
uncomforting. »

One day, f;:e[ing utterly helpless, I complained to my Sai-half,
Sri R. Radhakrishnan: **“Why do I keep on living? What good am
I?7 I am just a nuisance. I can’t do anything for anyone.”’

My beloved Sai-half was preparing himself to go to Shirdi for
participating in the SAI LEELA Meet scheduled for 27th and 28th
January, '85. He answered with a smile: *'Oh, 1 don't know about
it. I think there is something you can do. You can pray to Lord
Sainath for the sake of others’.

What a good timely medicine that was! There, flat on my
back, I began to pray for my fellow-patients, for the doctors and
nurses, for Sai-bandhus, for anyone who came to my mind. And as
I did that, I found I was moping less, and focussing more on the
world outside. Without knowing it, [ was getting out of myself, Qﬁ
into the world — if only in spirit. And eventually I was ther¢
physically too!

In fact, my health improved so much so that a year later, I
could accompany my husband to Shirdi in February, '86 for the
Annual Gathering of Sai Leela Contributors and later to Vi-
jayawada to participate in the Akhanda Sai-nama Saptha Sap-
thaham.

Today living at home, | am able to take care of myself and yet
I am still following that excellent prescription for feeling myself
useful to others.

Mrs. Subbulakshmi,
W/o. Sri R. Radhakrishnan,

: 78/B, Vijaynagar
Hubli 580 032, Karnatak

BEEEEE
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A SAI-GIFT INDEED

This was a soul-stirring incident that I experienced when I was
in U.S.A. in 1984-85. I was waiting for my husband in the
Hospital, on a cold forenoon in December, 1984.

I noticed a young mother, about six months pregnant. She was
holding a year-old child, a little girl in her arms. Squirming nearby
was another little girl who had a brace on her foot. I thought to
myself: ‘Oh, she should not be having another child. She has too
much to do now’.

“That is a pitiable fami]y’ I said to the nurse after they had
gone into the Examination Room with the doctor.

““Not at all’’ the nurse answered: ‘*Those children are the most
fortunate I have ever known. They are adopted. The parents
thought they would never have children of their own, so they chose
babies who needed love more than a normal child. They can well
afford to give them the help that will overcome their handicaps in a
few years.”’ I was told that the one-year old in her arms was blind!

I really felt like adoring the couple. They had really
understood God's love and they had gone the second mile. Now
they would have an added blessing, what they had always hoped for
— a sister or brother for their two adopted children.

This was indeed a Sai-lesson for me. As I offered a short
prayer: ‘Om Jai Jagadeesa Hare, Sai Jai Jagadeesa Hare' the
young mother returned from the doctor’'s room. She smiled at me
and as | returned her smile, I recalled Sainath’s words: **Shri Hari
will be certainly pleased if you give water to the thirsty, bread to the
hungry, clothes to the naked and your verandah to strangers for sit-
ting and resting’.

I thanked Lord Sainath heartily for this first hand evidence of
Sai-lovel

Mrs. Usha Ranganathan,

W/o. Dr. R.J. Ranganathan,
Belavady 577 146,
Chikmagalur Dust., Karnataka.

15



SELF-REALISATION THROUGH SRI BABA'S
WAY

Guru Madhve Stitam Viswam
Viswa Madhva Sthito Guru
Gururviswam Nachaanyosthi
Tasmai Sree Guravenamah.

Salutations to Sri Baba who is Omniscient, Omnipotent and
Omni-present.

In the present materialistic way of life, many people do not care
to remember and meditate on God. They are always busy with their
mundane activities and hence are mentally restless. They seem fed
up with the monotony and the mechanical routine in their dav to
day life. Dejection, drudgery and dullness become, in due course,
a part of their life. Clanity of thought and transquility, therefore,
elude such people. The lost mental peace and tranquility will
automatically return, Alas, il only they care to find sometime in
their daily life to remember our Maker and sit in meditation on Him
for a few minutes at least, as peace and tranquility are corollary to
grateful rememberance of God, the controller and protector of the
Universe. This habit should become an integral part of every one’s
life. Indeed, it was very much so, far before.

All sadanas for spiritual enlightenment, such as daily japa, tapas,
voga, satsanga, study of the spiritual scriptures, doing bhajans,
acquisition of knowledge of Vedas and Upanishads, daily
abishekam and poojas, listening to and learning of puranas are all of
no avail to a person desiring to become a *Brahmagnani” unless and
until he has developed a sincere and heartfelt devotion to God and
thus has learned to see God both in animate and in-animate and in
existence and non-existence; to acquire and adopt this attitude and
this vision, there appears to be two ways. The first one is Nishkamya
Karma and the other is development of' sahaja samadhi in which a
person, while living an ordinary man’s life, constantly and
continuously lives with the thought of God. In the process He
becomes God Himself.

Nishkamya Karma is one in which a person apparently lives a
worldly life in its ordinary sense, while mentally consecrating every-
action of his to God such that the reaction or the fruits of action
belong to God alone and not to him, the doer. In other words, this
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karma is rendered in a dispassionate manner in letter and spirit,
Such a person is completely devoid ol hatred for any onc and
anything. Human-beings, animals & birds, plants and trees are all
one and the same, Almighty's manifestations. Such a man, while
living tn this world, lives in Heavens, He receives the ulumate end
with a smile characteristic of such persons, While in life, he becomes
a living God on account of His purity in thought, word and deed.
Detachment, dispassion and consecration of all to God produces
Godliness in Him.

The second method of realisation of selfl or God is through
attainment of sahaja samadhi state. This is verily difficult of
attainment. But with the necessary determination and the
unflinching faith in the All-Merciful God, a person can attain to this
state of super-consciousness in this very life. Such a person is not
alfected by pairs of opposites. Hunger & thirst do not disturb him,
Climatical changes do not affect his the least. Rich or poor,
sickness or robust health do not disturb him. He is in the nature of
God in all ways. The Universe 1s_His temple. the manifest and the
unmanifest are the same God which He lives every moment of his
life. Such a person is a walking God in Himself and has the power to
control and command the panchabhudas. the five elements.

Our Shirdi Sai Baba is an example to the point in focus. All
through His life, He spoke of God, He preached God and helped
needy people as God Himself. He at times chastised those who
came to Him with vile thoughts and wicked notions but even such
people were dramatically transformed by His Will. He always
advocated unflinching faith in God., utmost devotion and Shraddha
and Shaburi.

Let us behold the oneness of spirit in everything,the oneness of
the goal of all religions thus live a Godly life in this very birth.
Bow to Sri Sai & Peace to all. !

Sreenivasa Moorthy
3-18, Street No. 4
Vikrampuri Colony,
HABSIGUDA,
Hyderabad-500 007.
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ONLY WAY TO HAPPINESS

One day during my Sai-Pooja, | was bemoaning the fact that
there was so much imperfection in me. when suddenly | heard the
sweet voice of Lord Sainath saying, *But do you love Me7T” At once
my whole being was bursting with the love for Lord Sainath in
floods. From that day to this, my mind has been absorbed in one
thought : ‘l am in love with my Divine Mother — Lord Sainath and
in that love my life is surrendered to Him, to do as Sainath wishes™.
I have complete faith in Him, 1 know that His Love will never fail
me.

Lord Sainath loves all of us in the same way. The sun shines
equally on the charcoal and on the diamond. One cannot say that
the sun is partial because the diamond reflects more light than the
charcoal. Similarly, the light of Lord Sainath’s love shines equally
on all. We must become like the diamond, which receives and
reflects His light.

We should unceasingly take the Sai-nama-japam- OM SAl
SRI SAT JAYA JAYA SAI — not in absent-mindedness, but with
full attention. Sai-communion requires our utmost concentration.
No matter what we are doing outwardly; our inner mind be
absorbed in the One, ever whispering : “Sainath : Thou art my only
love", :

I was in Madras on the 19th November, 1986 in order to
plarticipale in the marriage function of Sai-brother M.V.
Venkatesam's daughter Sow. Nirmala of Secunderabad. I attended
the wedding, as per His command. It was in the early hours of the
19th Nov. 86 — may be around 5.15 A .M., the Kakad Arathi’ time
at Shirdi, 1 had a dream in which the Senior Jagadguru
Shankaracharya of Kanchi-Kamakoti Peetam granted me a
darshan, This Paramacharya is our *family Guru’ and considered to
be the ‘living God® on this earth. My late father had the rare
privilege of being the class mate of Kanchi Paramacharya in his
‘Poorvasaram’ at Villupuram,

I was thrilled when the Parmacharya appeared in my dream. |
prostrated at his holy feet praying that my ‘ego’ should be
completely removed by his grace. He nodded his assent and the
dream also came to an end. For me Kanchi Acharya is Lord Sainath
and vice versa
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By his grace on the 24th November '86, | visited Kanchi along
with my brother, Sri R. Subramanian. It. being a Karthika
Monday. was a very auspicious day. We had darshan of Sn
Paramacharya to our heart's content and we were blessed by him.
Later we visited all the important temples and we were full of bliss
and profound joy.

Lord Sainath urged us to seek God in Him, for only with our
consciousness anchored in Him can we win the battle of life. When
we are brought face to face with difficult times in this everchanging
world, we must turn divine warrtors. Why wait for life to take us by
surprise, to disillusion us, to beat us down? Let us cultivate devotion
for Lord Sainath now and begin our search for Him. He who is with
us in times of peace will not forsake us in the hours of trials.

Let us set aside some time every day for worshipping Lord
Sainath — for a deep. joyous communion with Him. Out of the 24
hours each day give one hour to the Divine, Beloved Lord Sainath.
Wise is that man who takes to heart this advice. “Life is sweet and
death a dream; joy i1s sweet and sorrow a dream, when Thy song

flows through me™ so said Paramahansa Yogananda (Cosmic
chants).

Lord Sainath., “Thou art wisdom, Thou art Bliss, Thou art
Love, Thou art our Saviour and That is our Reality.”
BOW TO SRI SAlI PEACE BE TO ALL!
OM TAT SAT

— R. Radhakrishnan
78/ B, Vijaynagar,
Hubli-580 032.
(Karnataka)
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I SAW THE HAND OF SAI

“What happens ro all has happened to vour son" said Buddha
with compassion. The widow was consoled. Revealing the truth was
Buddha’s miracle. It is useful 1o all at all times.

— The Way of Buddha

¥ * * ¥ =

I have always believed in Lord Sainath. But over the years my
beliefs about who Sainath is, and what He can do have changed. It
was not until my son was gravely ill two years agﬁ that | learned that
vou can believe in Sainath while vet not knowing Him at all.

Know. knowledge. logic. When | was young, those were the
words | wanted to live by, | read great books of the western world
and out of my reading formed my strongest beliefs. 1 believed in
logic. in the mind's ability to put all creation into neat. rational
categories.

At the same time | was growing up in a strongly orthodox
Hindu family, and so 1 believed in God. But I insisted and my
insistence caused a lot of arguments that God Himself was also a
Being bound by logic and His own natural laws. | guess | pictured
God as a great scientist. Miracles? No, God could not and would not
break laws that way.

It was at this juncture, in the early fifties, that 1 came under the
magnetic spell of Lord Sainath through that great apostle, H.H.
Narasimha Swamiji, when 1 was a student at Mysore.

| turned to Lord SAINATH. His spirit answered: “I don't
simply want belief that I exist. I want you, your will, your life, your
dreams, your goals, your very being. And 1 want your faith, faith
that I am sufficient for all your needs™. My despair overcame my
logic and | yielded all to Him. But just saying you have faith is not
the same as having it. In my mind, I still had Lord Sainath in a box.

May be that is why | never thought to pray to Lord Sainath,
when my eldest son, Chi. Nagaraj came home from his school one
day in 1984 and said he did not feel well. What would Lord Sainath
care about Flu”?

Our local doctor who my wife Vimala and | had consulted was
not very alarmed about Nagaraj’s illness at first. "It is really not too
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serious” the doctor assured us. “just a bad case of {lu complicated by
a little acidosis. Give him this medicine and in a few days he will be
fine™.

But Nagara) was not fine. not at all. The medicine worked for a
day or so, but then his symptoms — the gagging. choking, swollen
face etc., came back more violently, His small frame started sinking
and emaciation had set in. My cousin, Dr. K.S. Srinivasan. who was
then a Senior Scientist at Central Food Institute, Mvsore had come
to our place and on seeing my son’s grave illness suggested that we
take him to Mysore for further treatment.

The doctors at Mysore, after an initial examination and
laboratory investigations told me: “.... We think vour son has
Nephntis. It is a terminal kidney disease....” He paused, and I could
feel the blood running from my face. “But we have found that in
children there is a good chance of recovery. Your son has a fifty
percent chance of being as good as new".

In the next couple of days we learnt that the X-rays showed
that my son’s kidneys are badly infected. The odds were not in our
favour.l looked at my wife Vimala, watching the tears well up in her
eyes. as a huge lump formed in my throat. We were too shocked, too
upset to -even talk. All afternoon we sat at our son’s bedside
watching. 1 searched in the doctor’s eyes for an answer. for some
ghmmer of hope, and got nothing. | could only cry in desperation.

Later in the evening, our cousins gave words of encouragement.
And.for a fleeting moment,. | thought I saw in my wife’s eyes the
spark of hope that I had been looking for from the doctors.

By next day, that spark ot hope had ignited a flame of
confidence in her. “1 turned Nagaraj's life over to Lord Sainath last
night,” she told me excitedly, before we were even out of bed, “l feel
a real peace about what is going to happen, that Sai-will is going to
be done”.

“Sainath’s will?” — 1 said angrily. “*What kind of God makes
little boys sick? He does not care.” And | rolled over. Peace? Sai-
will? No, my little son would need more than that to get well.

But my anger did not stop me from trying to reason with Lord
Sainath. The whole day | begged and pleaded and screamed at Lord
Sainath, daring to ask Him to disprove my skepticism, trying to
goad Him into action.
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“*Who do you think you are”" | shouted once. “Why are you
doing this to my son”? He is only 12. Evervbody says you are such a
loving God. why don’t vou show it”" | velled until | was exhausted.
Finally. convinced my arguments were falling on deaf ears. | headed
to the hospital.

1 was told that there i1s a temple of Shirdi Sai Baba at Mysore.
We went there and offered our respects. Suddenly this unjust God
spoke to me. | felt His presence, soothing my still-hot anger. And |
heard His voice. gentle. reassuring. He reminded me that 1 had
made a commitment to Him, that | had promised to trust Him with
my life. my all. And He had promised to take care of me. in all
circumstances. “Take Me out of the box you have put’Me in.” He
said: “and let Me work."” By the time 1 left the Sai-temple my heart
vas beating wildly. 1 sat for a few moments longer and uttered but
two words in reply to all that had happened: ‘Forgive me”.

By the time | returned from the temple. 1 knew what 1 needed to
do as clearly as if someone had given me written instructions. There
had been no change in my son's condition. Placing my shaking
hands on my son, | prayed to Lord Sainath as | never believed 1
would ever pray: “Lord Sainath: forgive my ego. for trying to make
you what 1 want you to be. If you will, heal my son and if you won't, -
that is alright too. 1 will trust you. But, please, do either right now™.

That was all. There are no lightening flashes, no glows, no
surges of emotion, like the rushing mind. | calmly sat down and
began to wait for Lord Sainath's answer. There was only one
difference. For the first time in my life, | knew | was going to get
one.,

Over the next two weeks, my son underwent a battery of tests,
consultations and sub-consuitations with leading doctors of
Mysore. But with every report, | could hear Lord Sainath saying to
me: “l am, and | care".

A slow improvement came over my son. One regimen of drugs
suited his system. Even the doctors were amazed to see the progress
he made and one of them remarked: "I think we have been
privileged to witness an act of God.... it is a definite miracle™?

And this time 1 was not about to argue. At last | fully believed
in Lord Sainath whose love knows no bounds.... not the bounds of
logic, not the hold of natural laws. FAITH — that is what | know
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had.... that and the knowledge that one’s belief in Lord Sainath is
essentially hollow if the belief is not founded on faith.

H.V. Srinivasan

Land Lord
DEVARAYASAMUDRAM 563 127
Kolar District, Karnataka

A THURSDAY SAI MESSAGE

1 had the privilege of having ‘darshan’ of Lord Sainath in the
Sai-temple at New York, when we went to the U.S.A. in 1984, |
came across an unforgettable incident on a Thursday evening.

An elderly white-haired Gujrath-born Sai-brother was next to
me. After the worship, | noticed that this brother put a small slip of
paper, but no money in the *‘Arathi’ plate. Just then, a gust of wind
from the open window blew the paper on to the floor. Bending over
to retrieve it, I could not help but see these words printed in large
letters : “I will pray one hour a day”.

| became curious and as such requested him to explain the
message he had put in the *‘Arathi’ plate. What he told me is quite
moving.

His wifé had died following a long and very expensive illness
and he had been forced to sell his home to pay medical bills. Now he
lived with his married daughter, "I am too old to work and I have no
money” he said: “But I can pray. Lord Sainath has assured, “If you
spread your palms with devotion before Me, I am with you day and
night’. So He is taking care of me.”

His story brought to my mind Sai Baba’s assurance — ‘1 always
- think of him who remembers Me’ and reminded me once again that
when we give sincerly what we have, na gift brought before Lord
Sainath is too small or insignificant.

— Mrs. Usha Ranganathan
W/o. Dr. R.J. Ranganathan
BELAVADI-577 146
Chikmagalur Dist. Karnataka
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THE SYMBOLISM OF BABA OF SHIRDI
EXPLAINING HIS OMNISCIENCE

Bemg an Incarnation of the Brahman, the omniscience of Baba
ol Shirdi s too well known to all Fis devotees. This omniscience it
was that came to succour the devoltees even whenever unknown to
themselves, problems arose to be solved. The god-devotee
rclationship reached an exeleis. showing how sincerity of worship of
Baba as god personified was reciprocated by Baba in wayvs which at
first looked mysterious but later to thnll the devotees mmwardly
with emotions inexpressible. Baba's methods were symbolic and so
His greatness was revealed only after the-events took place. A few
ilustrations given n this article are as convincing as edifving to a
Sai “Bakta™ or not.

The Tarkhads of Poona. husband and wite, belonged to the
category of unimitiated devotees of Baba. On one visit to Shirdi they
had taken their servant with them who was suffering from intense
pain in the waist. Mr. Tarkhad appeared before Baba in the absence
of a hospital in Shirdi. Baba complained to Tarkhad of having
unbearable pain in His own leg and when some one asked Baba for
the remedy, the reply from Him was that certain green leaves when
spht and warmed over the fire and applied to the region of pain will
relieve the pain. Tarkhad at once divined that it was to his own
servant that Baba was suggesting the treatment and after verifying
from Baba that the leaves were Aloe leaves found near the Lendi
(brook) found the leaves and applied the same on his servant
according 1o the instructions of Baba and no doubt the servant was
cured. See the symbolic way ol Baba's interest in the servant of
Tarkhads and does 1t not fill one with amazement as well as
conviction of Baba's greatness?

W._ Pradhan, another great devotee of Baba, following the
reading of Das Ganu's “Bakta Lilamrita™ describing the miracles of
Baba was to ¢xperience the revelation of Baba's greatness as in the
case of Tarkhad and in a way almost similar to Tarkhad's. Pradhan
went to Shirdi in the company of the two sons of Chandorkar and
did his full-hearted obeisance and paid the “Dakshina™ %s
demanded by Baba and experienced spiritual bliss. The same
evening Baba gave a hint of His omniscience to Pradhan by
touching His limbs on one side and remarking of experiencing
excruciating pain which would disappear in two or four days. Baba
appeared perfectly healthy at the time, but Pradhan was to learn of
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the symbolism of Baba only after returning to Bombay. Baba with
His infinite kindness had so arranged that Pradhan could catch the
Punjab Mail and reach Bombay earlier. Imagine Pradhan’s surprise
and astonishment on arrival at his house to find that his mother was
stricken with partial paralysis, the ailment cocresponding exactly to
what Baba complained of on Himself at Shirdi. According to the
doctor attending her condition was highly critical. With full faith in
Baba and with prayer in his mind to Him Pradhan administered on
his mother the “Udi” and the “Paada Theertham™ (part of “Paada
theertham™ the result of worship of Baba by Chandorkar, a very
unusual performance by Chandorkar himself). The mother
recovered in two instead of four days to the wonder of all.

The two cases cited above are very clear illustrations of two
phenomena. One is the symbolic way of Baba showing His
omniscience and the other more edifying is the love which Baba
reciprocated to his devotees worshipping Him as god Almighty.

Baba of Shirdi is a most unique phenomenon of the modern
age and is it any wonder His devotees and worshippers are
increasing day by day?

SAI RAM ! SAl RAM !  SA]l RAM !

— C.R. Narayanan,

B.1, Sasi Apartments,

R.K. Mutt Road,
Mylapore, Madras 600 004.

R
IN THE WORD OF PRAISE —

In the word of praise

or taunt of blame

In friend or foe

and weal or woe

In calumny or fame

With equal vision I see the same
Sri Sai playing the maya game.

— P.J. Reddy
C-3, P&T Colony, Ashoknagar,
Hyderabad-500 020.
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SAI — THE SAVIOUR — SHIRDI AN ABODE
OF BLISS

To millions of devotees spread all over the country Shirdi is an
Abode of Bliss. Shri Sainath by his inspiring gospel of humanism
elevated it and made it a place which enables you to discover our
hidden potential.-1t does not ask for abstinence and isolation from
natural human life. Here you are in the midst of the voice of reason,
of compassion and harmony which uplifts man so that he becomes
the instrument of God.

You come across a vastly different composition of devotees free
of the foul odour of fear and suspicion and familiar with our
ancient culture. There is an obvious lesson in this situation. The
devotees’experience — the supreme satisfaction of being able to give
and do for others and display a unique spirit of mutual tolerance
towards -different religions. Men of eminence, intellectuals and
natjonalists who came in contact with Sri Sainath felt elevated to
glorious heights. Their thoughts and emotions have been moulded by
the great Master.

Sai devotees have « common urge and aspiration. Here you feel
the greatness of the power you are seeking. There is a new warmth,
respect and affection in their minds. A wholesome influence is
arising which is expected to assert itself. We owe it to Sainath to join
together and halt the process of decay of reason and rationality.

Dr. V.S. Rao,

1183 Modi Boda
Jabalpur

Cantt. - 482 001 (M.P.)

188 8 6 ¢

BELIEVE IT OR NOT

I would like to narrate my experience to Sai brotheres and
sisters. Since I happen to be the eldest son of our family, burden of
responsibilities is on my shoulders. After getting my degree, |1 had
done many odd jobs and a good job was only a dream, At this
juncture, my friend, Sri K. Radha Krishna asked me to pray to Sri
SAl BABA for getting rid of my worries. From that day onwards, |
have been worshipping Sri Sai with utmost devotion.
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As necc::sar}" | was appearing for different competitive
examinations including the ones by Banking Service Recruitment
Board, Railways, etc. etc. | passed the bank test at last though,
earlier, | had not succeeded in three attempts. After a few days. |
reccived a letter from B.S.R.B.. Hyderabad. asking me to appear
before the interviewing Board at Vijayawada on March 11, 1986,

Before the receipt of this letter, | had decided to visit SHIRDI
on March 3, 1986. At this stage, | could not decide whether to put
off my visit or to prepare for the interview and visit Shirdi
afterwards. My friends advised me to cancel the visit at least for the
time being. Even the members of my family suggested to me to first
prepare for the interview. I was in a dilemma as to what to do. Then
I approached my friend R. Radha Krishnaji, for his advice. He said
that if I cast my burden on Sri SAI, He would get the things done
smoothly. 1 did as he said and fixed the 3rd March. 1986 as the date
for my journey to Shirdi. |

| reached SHIRDI safely on March 4, 1986 and had darshan of
Sri Sai Baba. After staying for three days there, | came back to my
place, Masulipatnam, on the 9th morning with bounteous blessings
of the Master, Sri Sai. |

And now there was only one day for me to prepare for the
interview to be held on March 11, 1986. 1 attended the interview and
answered all the simple questions put to me. By the grace of Sai. |
did my best in the interview. My friends and relatives did not expect
my selection to come through as | had not prepared for it well
enough. Just my luck! I was selected as a clerk in Andhra Bank and
posted at Tanuku, That is how Sri Sai helped me to get an
employment, 1 firmly believe,

If you earn the grace of Sai, you are reinforced with so much
strength that you can carry out the most difficult tasks, successfully.

May Sai bless us all !

J. Paghuram,

Do. No. 5/5-4,
Inugudurupet,
MACHILIPATNAM
(Andhra Pradesh)
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TEACHINGS OF SAI BABA AND DATTATREYA

Sai Baba, when he was in flesh and blood, assured his devotees
that he would be active even from his tomb after His Mahasamadhi.
The expenences of his devotees everywhere in the country prove it.
Sai Baba is Dattatreya to his devotees as he is blessing and directly
guiding those earnest seekers who accept him and surrender to him
without any reservation.

Sai-devotees who accept Sai-sat-charitra as their authoritative
scripture, accept with equal reverence that Sai Baba is Dattatreya,
who is a full incarnation of God and accept him as their greatest
teacher. They accord the same position and importance to
‘Avadhootagita’ attnibuted to Dattatreya as they do to Sai-Sat-
charitra. Indeed both are divine songs; they shower infinite
compassion and eternal wisdom on suffering humanity.

The essence of Sai — Datta philosophy is the ‘oneness of the
individual soul with the universal soul’. This is explained briefly as
iollows :

Dartta Philosophy

|.  World of Plurality: “The world of objects is a jugglery akin to
a mirage in the desert and the one immutable and auspicious
alone is real.

2. The sages declare in many ways that all is God and that one is
never the body and therefore one has neither birth nor death.

1. That individual who neglects his immortal self which is his real
nature, like the despicable crow is speeding towards hell.

4. Means to attain Mukti: Know that with form to be unreal and

-

the formless alone to be eternal. By absorbing this instruction

rebirth 1s destroyed.

5. Advice to the mind: O mind, give up finitude, abandon it; give
up even the notion that ‘l have renounced’. The pure and
immortal principle will destroy, like poison both renunciation
and non-renunciation,

6. Facing challenges of life: What 1 do, what | eat, what oblation

I offer, what I give — they do not concern me because I am the
ever pure, unborn -and immaculate one.

7. Concept of ‘Jevanmukti’s The state of liberation while still
living in this body, is alone “Jeevanmukti’. If it is a state that is
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attained after the fall of the body, then even dogs and pigs will
attain it.

Even now, Dattatreya is blessing and guiding those earnest
seekers who accept Him and surrender to Him.

SAIl Philosophy

Look to me and I will look after you. Trust in the Guru fully.
This is the only sadhana. Guru is all the Gods.

If one meditates on Me, repeats My name, sings My deeds,
and is thus transformed into Me, his Karma is destroyed. I will
stay by his side always.

Give up all desires and dwell upon GOD-IN-ALL. If the
mind is thus concentrated, the goal is achieved.

If you make Me the sole object of your thoughts and aims, you
will attain ‘Paramartha’ the supreme goal.

Meditate on Me either as with form or as formless, mere
Anand If that is hard, then think of my form, just as you see it
here. Think of it day and night. With such meditation, the
mind dissolves into unity.

My Guru asked me for two pice: I gave them to him. What he
asked for was (i) Faith (Sradha) and (i1) Patience (Saburi) i.e.
cheerful endurance.

Be the real and true sons of Dwarakamayi. What is to become
of us? Earth will return to earth and breath will return to the
air. This opportunity will not return. Sit quiet. I will do the
needful. I will take you to the goal.

My tomb will speak and move with those who make Me their
sole refuge. I shall be active and vigorous from the tomb also.

Salutations to Lord Sainath, who is Dattatreya Himself

incarnated to bless us. He is bound to His devotees. He, the
indivisible and mighty, and the embodiment of the greatest bliss is
ever calm and composed. He is a promoter of good fortune. He is

beyond the worlds and incomprehensive; yet He is the warder of all

fears of ‘samsara’. Lord Sainath is a veritable sea of kindness. He is
the supreme God; He is absolute Bliss,

— P.K. Kapoor
1121, Chah Rahat
Delhi 110 006.



THE FENCE OF TRUST

“Mankind is engaged in an eternal quest for that 'something else he
hopes will bring him happiness, complete and unending. For those
individual souls who have sought and found God the search is over.
He is that Something Else.”

— Sri Sri Paramahansa Yogananda

® * * = *

It was on Highway 17, in the west coast that our car broke
down on the l4th March, 1981. We were on our way to
Mundakavam in Kottavam district of Kerala, as my Sai-half,
Dr. G.R. Vijayvakumar was transferred there. We had halted at the
holy Guruvayoor the previous night and had continued our journey
on the l4th morning. | hoped the trouble with our car was not bad.
because we had to be at Mundakavam that evening.

But a look at the car’s rear left wheel made my husband feel
that the axle must have snapped. Even though I was worried, 1 did
not want to talk. Instead | started reminding myself of the
wonderful way Lord Sainath had led us during the thick and thin of
our life and His sustained help. If Lord Sainath could do so much, 1
thought, surely He could help us overcome the present situation
also,

We had stranded at a small roadside village — *Karukutty' -
midway between Trichur and Cochin. What shall we do? 1 thought.
Knowing that we would never find a mechanic on a Sunday and
with hardly Rs. 300/~ in my purse, | had a sinking feeling of being
hopelessly stranded.

I looked at my watch. 1t was 11.15a.m. The sun was bright and
it was very hot. *Trust in Lord Sainath and He will care for all your
needs ! Surely we have a need now, 1 thought. Somewhat
hesitatingly 1 prayed to Lord Sainath for help, wondering how He
would get us out of this mess.

There was a small house closeby. But we did not really expect
to get any help from strangers. Feeling pessimistic, my husband
went and knocked ar the door anyway. When a man appeared, we
told him of our problem. To our great surprise, he came near the car
to have a look at it.

Right away he suspected the Joint-star to be damaged and the
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axle broken. He said : “I can talk to my [riend 1h the garage | km
away'from here. Don’t worry. Even if it is a holiday. | will ask him
to help you." He added : "Where are you headed 7"

My husband replied. “We have to be at Mundakayam this
evening. | have been transferred there.”

“*Mundakayam” he exlaimed, “Why! that is my native town™.
Then he took my husband to his friend’s garage one Kilometre away.

I watched him withi hesitancy.-When we first came to Kerala in
1978, we had some bad experiences with strangers that had lelt me a
bit wary and suspicious about futuré encounters. Why should this
man want to help us? Or was he trying to fool us for some reason?
Anyway | left everything to Lord Sainath.

Soon they returned with the person in charge of the Garage. he
explained that he was not a professional mechanic but that he knew
something about cars. After caﬁrefully examining our car, he gave us
the bad news : a broken axle, a burnt bearing. | thought : *In this
village there 1s no way to get the parts. Being Sunday the shops
would be closed even in Cochin or Trichur. Even this man who had
gone so far out of the way already, probably could not help us now’.

“My friend at Chalukudy has a junk yard.... Chalukudy is hardly
5 km from here", the stranger said suddenly, "1 am going to see if |
can find the parts you need”. 1 was stunned by his kindness, yet
anxiety gnawed at me once more, Why should this man want to bé
so helpful? What would he want in return? In that hot noon the
minutes passed slowly for me and my husband, but | had plenty to
think about in the strange chain of events that brought us there. To
find such a man, who has access to a garage, even Lo spare parts was
a lot to think about.

At | p.m the man returned. “I found a part I think will do 1t”,
he said cheerfully. With the help of two boys of the garage he fit it
on the wheel after nearly an hour's efforts.’“Drive her down the road
and see how she runs”, he said ultimately.

Again | had- to wonder. What kind of a man is this? How does
he know we won’t drive off without paying?

The car ran beautifully and my husband returned to our friend.
“How much do | owe you for all you have done, Sir” — my husband
asked.
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He smiled and said — "1 don't know. You-ust pay what you
want to. If you don’t have any money, that's okay, too”.

My heart was full as I said — “Nothing can compensate for
what you have done but | have to pay something. I can’t let you do
so much for nothing". | took my purse and gave him one hundred
rupees — not much for an afternoon’s work and running here and
there. However he returned fifty rupees saying that he was content
with the other fifty rupees.

Before we left we thanked him from the depths of our hearts,
and I wished my Malayalam were better to say all 1 felt. When we
arrived at Mundakayam in the night, I suddenly ralised that I had
not even asked him his name,

Since that day, | hav@ done a lot of thinking about the strange
szquence of events, about the basic goodness of people; about the
kindness hidden in the remote villages of this great country.

Was it all happenstance? No. | believe Lord Sainath led us
through that trouble to teach me a lesson — a lesson in willingness
not only to trust others, but also to forever put my trust completely
in His unique and mighty powers. Lord Sainath used that episode to
show me just how He really loves us, cares for us and guides us in‘all
situations. | should never have doubted that something | thought 1
knew, | never will again, '

— Mrs. Seetha Vijayakumar
Wio. Dr. G.R. Vijavakumar
Kil-Koragiri 643 216, Nilgiris.

IRERIRIRRY
THE PERFECT MAN

Those that taste THAT, are fulfilled. They are the perfect ones
and they wander no more."

(from Sukhmani of Guru Arjun)

L *® = * L

Sai Baba was a perfect Master. The ideal of every Sai-devotee
should be to strive to be as perfect as Sai Baba. It was Jesus who
said : “Be ye perfect — even as your Father in heaven is perfect.”
Even as Sai Baba is perfect, even so must we aspire for perfection.
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Sai Baba has stated that MAYA teased him often — “the
inevitable Maya teases me often.” Though I forgot myself, | cannot
forget her.” She always envelops me..: this maya teases God,
Brahma and others, then what to speak of a poor fakhir like me?
Those who take refuge in the Lord will be freed from Her clutches
by HIS grace...”

Sai Baba spoke to us of the three faces, the three prongs of
MAYA :

1. The first one is pleasure, sense gratification. See how pleasures
draw us. The cinema, the T.V., the Radio, the club, the hotel
etc., draw us and rise up within us desires. And it is desires
that make us wander. The whole world is running after and
dancing to the tune of desires. This dance of desires, Sri
Radhakrishna Swamiji said, is the dance 'to death. If you
would be perfect, keep away from desires, control desires; do
not let desires control you.

2. The second prong of maya is wealth. See how people run after
wealth, They keep on amassing wealth, more and more. They
may not have time to spend it. Suddenly death comes and
pounces upon them. And leaving all their millions behind,
they move on empty-handed to the eternity.

3. The third face of maya is name, fame, earthly greatness. There
are people who shun pleasures, who keep away from wealth,
but who want name and fame, popularity and publicity. They
want the applause of the people. They too are prisoners of
maya and do not attain perfection.

Dear Sai-brothers and Sai-sisters: keep away from these three
snares — pleasure, wealth and power. Sing the holy name of SAL
Sing it again and again with love and longing of the heart, with tears
in your eyes — and give the service of love to those who suffer and
are in pain — and you too will grow in perfection and you too will
be filled with SAI-BLISS, the joy that mo ending knows !

— R. Subramanian
3, Lakshmipuram,
High Court Colony,
Villivakkum,
Madras-600 049.
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SAI-WAY TO SALVATION

“Evil would die a natural death; and nothing transient be desired,

And error from the soul would pass; and leave the senses pure and strong

As sunbeams, but the best, alas has neither memory nor 1ongue”.
— Coventry Patmore : Life of Life *

* * * * * .

One of my colleagues died in March. 1986 at a tender age of 37.
During his short tenure as a doctor, he had earned the respect and
admiration of both professionals and patients, especially for his love
and compassion to the sick and disabled. This doctor had reached
the pinnacle of success in his chosen field. and enjoyed the status
and financial rewards that accompany such accomplishment. He
had tasted every good thing, by the standards of,the world.

At the staff-meeting following his death, a five-minute eulogy
was read by a member of his department. Then the Chairman
invited the entire staff to stand, for one minute of silence in memory
of the fallen colleague. | have no idea what the other staff members

contemplated during that pause, but 1 can tell what went through
my mind. e

I was asking * “Lord Sainath Is this what it all comes down to?
We sweat and worry and labour to achieve a place in life, to impress
our fellow-men with our competence. We take ourselves so
seriously. over-reacting to the insignificant events of each passing
day. Then finally., even for the brightest amongst us, all these
experiences fade into history and our life is summarised with a five-
minute eulogy and sixty seconds of silence. It hardly seems worth
the effort, Lord ™ :

But I was also struck by the collective inadequacy of that Staff-
meeting to deal with the questions raised by our friend's death.
Where had he gone? Would he live again? Will we see him on the
other side? Why was he born? Were his deeds observed and recorded
by a loving God? Is there meaning to life beyond our investigative
research and expensive automobiles? The silent response by learned 4
men and women in that staff-meeting symbolised our inability to
cope with these issues.

Then a wave of relief spread over me-as | thought about the
message of Sai Baba : “Wherever you are, if you think of me, I am

34



Shri Sai Leela, March, 1988

there at any time you please.” His assurance: “Believe Me, though |
pass away. My bones in My tomb will give you hope and
confidence. Not only Myself but My tomb would be speaking,
moving and communicating with those, who surrender themselves
wholeheartedly to Me." It provides the only satisfactory
explanation for why we are here and where we are going to. The
final heart-beat for a Sai-devotee is not the mysterious conclusion to
a meaningless existence. It is. rather, the grand beginning to a life
that will never end. That i1s why we can proclaim, even at the
graveside of a loved one : “O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory? (I Corinthians 15 : 55)”. In fact, Sai Baba told
Shama that thev were together for 72 births,

How extremely important it is for the man of the home to know
the answer to these perplexing questions, and be able to lead his
family in the path of righteousness. When he accepts that spiritual
responsibility as Sai Baba intends, the entire family is likely to
follow his example. Sai asked: “Give me two-pice dakshina —
Nishta and Saburi, i.e. faith and patience.” This issue is of such
significance that 1 feel compelled to set down here my convictions
regarding the basic plan of salvation. Perhaps someone will
comprehend the Sai-message for the first time through reading these
words, which is my prayer.

| &

I used to ponder over a difficult question that appeared
unanswerable at the time. It seemed strange that God would
incarnate as Sai Baba and live amidst us for over eighty years and
undergo sufferings for the benefit of His devotees. | reasoned that
God, as Creator of the universe, was in charge of everything. That
entitled Him to make His own rules and establish His own
boundaries ®It seemed to me that God could have provided any plan
of salvation He chose — anything that suited His fancy.

Sai Baba's aid was daily sought by so many hundreds during

His life. He said to G.S. Khaparde that constant attention to the
thousands that sought his aid ruined his system and would continue
to ruin it till the fleshy tabernacle should break, and that he did not
» mind the trouble and loss, as he cared more for his devotees, than
for his own life or comfort. This is the cross he bore for decades —
the cross he was nailed to. From that cross, his soul has ascended
and regained its spiritual perfection and is blessing all devotees.

I could not comprehend why He would put Himself through

such grief and sorrows on our behalf when He could have offered a
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fess costly plan of salvation. I struggled with this.issue as a Sai-child
and was perplexed by the questions it raised. H.H. Narasimha
Swamiji provided me the answer in one of His ‘Mahasamadhi
Messages' : “The central truth of Sai Baba’s life is : ‘A life spent in
sacrifice and loving service is life; And that a life spent in indulgence
and other ways is death".” If all of us do but strive to reach this ideal,
our individual and natural goals are sure to be achieved. “Deserve
and you will get it” so said Sai.

It i1s interesting to look back on the things that troubled us in
earlier days. I now have a better understanding of Sai Baba’s plan of
salvation and what motivated it. And the explanation i1s of great
significance for me, because it deals with the very essence of Sai-
philosophy.

Here, then, is my concept of the plan of salvation and why Sai’s
physical death was necessary; It begins, as it should, with an
understanding of Sai Baba's nature. Throughout Sai Satcharitra,
the Almighty is represented by two uncompromising characteristics
“His love and His justice”. Both of these aspects are reflected in
everything God does, and none of His actions will ever contradict
either one.

The love and justice of God were especially evident when He
created us — human beings. Obviously, He could have
‘programmed’ us to love Him and obey His laws. This could have
been accomplished by creating us as highly sophisticated robots or
puppets. He did, in fact, program the brains of lower animals,
causing birds to build a certain kind of nest and wolves to kill
wounded deers. They have no choice in the matter. My pet-dog
plays an assortment of wired-in behaviour about which nclther of us
has a choice. For example, he cannot help barklng when the
front-bell rings. Nor can he keep from gobbling his food as though
he would never get another meal. God has imposed instinctual
behaviour in him, which operates without learning.

But Lord Sainath elected to put no instinctual behaviour in
mankind, leaving it free to learn. This explains the utter helplessness

=, |

of human infants, who are the most dependent of all creatures at ~

birth. They lack the initial advantages of unlearned responses, but
will later run circles around the brightest animals with ‘locked-in’
reactions. Such is the nature of our humanness.

By granting us freedom of choice, therefore, Lord Sainath gave
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meaning to our love. He sought our devotion, but refu: i to
demand it. However the moment He created this choice, it hecame
inevitable that He would eventually be faced with man’s sin. Sai
Baba told people that if they quarrelled with and hurt each other his
heart was burning within him and that, if they endured each other’s
faults and attacks with patience, his heart was rejoicing. In His own
mosque Hindus, Christians, Muslims, Parsis have stood side by side
in their adoration to Him, the great Guru of all. Far from destroying
each other, they are building each other’s temples, mosques and
sacred structures, and helping each other to have unmolested
celebrations in the same building. The Hindus rebuilt his mosque
and a brahmin devotee of his,Upasini Baba, built a mosque next to
his own temple. The Muslims perform their ‘Idd’ in the same
mosque without noise and when the turn for the Hindu worship in
the same place comes up, the Muslim brother beats the drum in the
mosque to help Hindu-worship.

Inspite of Sainath’s advocating ‘Saburi’ we do come across
stray instances wherein Sai-devotees lose their calmness and
confront each other, with the most serious dilemma of all time. Sai
Baba's love for His devotees is unlimited and He forgives His
disobedient children. The Bible says : “As a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.” (Psalm 103 : 13).
That 1s an anology I can comprehend. I know how [ pity my
children when they have done wrong. My inclination is to forgive
them.

Lord Sainath is close behind our thoughts. In every moment of
our life his declaration comes true : “Be wherever you may, you
may remember this always, I ever know whatever you do or say.”

But inspite of Sai Baba's great love, His justice required
complete obedience. It demanded repentence and punishment for
disobedience. So herein was a serious conflict within Sai Baba’s
nature. If He destroyed the human race, as His justice would require
in response to our sinful disobedience, His love would have been

violated; but if He ignored our sins, His justice would have been
sacrificed. Yet neither aspect could be compromised.

But Sai Baba, in His marvellous wisdom proposed a solution to
that awful dilemma: “Do not try to get Mantra or Upadesh from
anybody. Make Me the sole object of your thought and actions and
you will no doubt attain ‘Paramartha’. Look at Me whole-heartedly
and I, in turn look at you similarly.” Years after His Mahasamadhi,
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when Kaka Dixit had a doubt as to how he could attain the
*devotional status” of Nava-nathas (Chapter 45) Sai Baba cleared his
dilemma through a dream-vision to Anand Rao Pakhade
Devotion in the form of bow to, or worship of Guru’s feet is
sufficient.”

This understanding of the plan of salvation is not based on
guesses and suppositions. of course. It is drawn from the literal '
interpretation of Sar’s word. This message is in fact. the primary
theme of Sai Satcharitra.

Isn’t that a beautiful explanation of Sai Baba’s purpose here on
earth? It makes clear why Sai Baba’s plan necessarily involved his
own exchange of life with Thathya Patil. Only by paving this
incredible price could He harmonise the potential contradiction
between love and justice, and provide a *way of escape’ for mankind.
It also explains why there 1s no other means. Sai Baba said : “simple
remembrance of my name as SAl SAI will do away with sins of
speech and hearing™ (Chapter 3).

Just how does a person proceed, now to accept this plan and
follow the risen Lord? Prof. G.G. Narke in 1936 said : “Sai Baba is
now in the flesh, and when he was in flesh he was in the state in
which he is now". We are aware that there is no change in Sai Baba.
“He was, He 1s and will ever be an Apantaratma”. The Bible says :
“Anyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved
(Romans 10 : 13)". So the first obligation for anyone is to accept
what Sai Baba did as being for him personally,

But as | undersiand the Sai-philosophy there 1s a second
responsibility, “Are there still some among you who hold that *only
believing” 1s enough? Well, remember that the demons believe this
too — so strongly that they tremble in terror ! Fool ! When will you =
ever learn that ‘believing’ 1s useless without doing what God wants
you to? Faith that does not result in good deeds is not real faith
(James : 2 : 19-20)". So something else is required. While it is true
that you could ‘work" your way into salvation, you cannot do
enough good deeds to earn it — repentence is still an important part
of the process.

‘Repentence’ is a word that is often misunderstood. What does
it really mean? Sapatnekar’s incident in Chapter 48 of Sai Satcharita
defined repentence as having three parts to it. The first s
Conviction. You have 1o know what is right before you can do what
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1s right; and vou have to know what is wrong in order to avoid those
misbehaviours. Repentence also involves a deep awareness that you
stand guilty before the Lord. When Sapatnekar went and placed his
head at the holy feet of Sai Baba, he seemed to have no real
awareness of his own sin and guilt, He had no ‘contrition’ of heart.
That i1s why Sai Baba rebuked him ‘Get out’.

But where does this spirit of repentence originate from? It must
come through the teaching — ‘Look to Me, 1 look after you'. We
should have this relationship with Lord Sainath. Sainath must be so
important that you will allow Him to turn your life around and
change your behaviours. In summary, then, repentence includes
conviction, knowing right from wrong, then contrition, being aware
of your guilt and sin, and finally, a resulting change of mind and
heart and behaviour. We are aware that Sapatnekar led a blissful
life after Sainath ultimately blessed him.

I think it would be helpful to give an example of the kind of
prayer that a person might pray if he understands what I have been
writing and wants to accept Sai Baba as his own Lord and Saviour.
Let me express it in this way :

“Lord Sainath : I do not have anything valuable to offer except
myself and my love. 1 accept your control of my life, and intend to
serve you, obey vou and follow you. You have my past, my future,
my family, my money and my time. Nothing will T withhold.
Thank you for loving me and forgiving me and making me your

own.

— DR. G.R. VIJAYAKUMAR
Kil-Kotagiri Estate

Kil-Kotagiri 643 216

(Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu)
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SAl BRETHREN — BEWARE OF CONFIDENCE
TRICKSTERS

It was a dry noon on 16.10.87. 1 just had my meal and entered
the hall. My wife, the only other member of the house, was still at
her dining plate in the kitchen. Through the half-open main door of
the hall I noticed somebody knocking at the gate of the compound.
The calling bell was not used though 1ts button was conspicuous
beside the gate. | approached him. He was a middle aged man with
‘kum kum’ on his forehead. He was thin and wore ‘Lalchi’ and
‘dhoti’. He opened a book in which a small photo of Shirdi Sai Baba
was kept. The book was in ‘Devanagri’ script. He was still outside
the gate. He started conversation in Hindi with Marathi accent. I
two replied in my faltering Hindi. It went on like this.

He: “Do you recognise this photo?"

I: “Yes. It is Shirdi Sai Baba.”
He: “Did you ever visit Shirdi?

I: “Yes, only once in November, "86.
He: *1 have come to you at the instance of Lord Shirdi Sai Baba.

Last night 1 participated in a Sai bhajan programme in Birla

kL]

Mandir on Naubat pahad and there Lord Sai Baba prompted

me to visit you, We do not visit any house unless ordained by
Baba.”

‘He appeared to me as a genuine devoteg of Shirdi Sai Baba and
I gave credence to what he said.

He:  “Will you please give me some water to drink?"
I: “By all means. Please come in."”

| opened the gate, allowed him into the hall and offered a chair,
he declined it and sat on the floor near the wall adorned by two big
photos of Shri Shirdi Sai Baba. While I was bringing water from the
kitchen my wife asked me who he was. 1 told her that he appeared to
be Sai Baba's devotee. But she cautioned me not to give any money
on Fridays to anybody.

I gave him water, requested him to wait for 2 minutes, went to
the toilet and returned. He asked me to show my right hand.
Peeping into it he started studying the lines and narrated some of
the past events in my life almost correctly as follows.

He — “You are not a rich man but people around you think
that you are well-to-do”. “You cagee up in-your life on
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}'uuﬁm\fn duc to yvour wile's stars and changed
departments in your service. You are not alter amassing
wealth and do not want to harm anybody. You always
desire peace in your life. You do service to people and
they do not reciprocate it. Your thumb is suff which
imdicates that you are a man of strong will. Recently
p Shirdi Sai Baba came to'your house in the form of a
Fakir but vou could not recognise him and turned him

away.”
¥ L J

This is a fact. 1 took the Fakir to be a professional beggar.

He “A few days ago you ran the risk of an accident but Sai
Baba averted it.”

This is also true. Just a week ago before this man arrived I lost
balance on my scooter which skidded while crossing a road when
the back wheel came into contact with a loose stone. The scooter
swerved to my left and 1 was about to fall down but I felt some body
pushed me up to regain my balance and 1 could cross the road
before an A.P.S.R.T. Bus coming in that direction crushed me and
the vehicle under its wheels. 1 felt at once that it was Lord Sai Baba

~Who came to my rescue at the moment. | did not disclose this to any
body, even to my wife.

s

He — “You have two issues — Girls. Is 1t

I — *"Yes. But the elder one passed away at the age of 21
years after completing her B.Sc. and getting married.”

He — “Do not tell me any-thing else. 1 will tell you. Your
daughter's marriage came off unexpectedly without your
effort.™ (This 1s a fact).

At this stage another man entered the Portico and stood
outside the open main door. He was well built, chubby and taller
than the first man. He wore white ‘Dhoti’ and ‘Lalchi’ and had
*Kum-Kum® on his forehead giving the appearance of a religious man.
He asked the first man to come out early as they were to attend
another programme where tea as kept ready and people were

» waiting for them. The first man asked him to come in and wait for a
few minutes. | allowed him inside and showed him the chair but he
too declined it and sat on the floor.

I offered to get tea prepared for them but they refused. The first
man continued his narration.
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He :— "“As | already told vou. we atwr?dcd a ‘Bhajan’
programme at Birla Mandir on Naubat Pahad last night. There one
of the participants uttered a lie. While returning home after the
programme, he broke his hand in a scooter accident nearby. He
managed to return to us in the Mandir and | told him that Baba
would never tolerate lies. He begged me to invoke Baba's blessings
and | gave him reluctantly some *Vibhuti' with a warning not tell lies
in future.”

The second man confirmed this story,

I — “There is a theory that Sri Satya Sai Baba of Puttaparthi
is the re-incarnation of Shirdi Sai Baba. What are your
comments?”

He — *1 have not scen Satya Sai Baba and | never visited
Puttaparthi. We are devotees of Shirdi Sai Baba Only.”

I wanted to continue this discussion but he did not permit me to
do so. He resumed his palmistry.

He — "“You live upto 90 years.” Your daughter is childless.
Do not worry. She will have two children. She will
conceive and deliver a male child in 1988". \1

4

! was indeed enraptured with ecstasy by this statement as | have
been yearning for it since a long time. .

He — “You will buy a car in place of your scooter in 1988".

This is an impossibility as 1 am a retired person. So 1 did not
take this seriously and simply laughed away but he reiterated that it
would come true,

]

He — *Do not sleep cross legged. Do not shave on Thursdays.
Do not use your fore finger to clean your teeth. Use
always a tooth brush.”

In fact | always use a tooth brush.

He — "“Lord Shirdi Sai Baba gives you ‘darshan’in your dream
on ‘Diwali’ night ie., 22.10.1987., Thursday —
Remember it is ‘Diwali’ coming next week".

My joy knew no bounds at this, being an ardent devotee of
Shirdi Sai Baba and my faith in the” soothsayer was getting
reinforced.
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| thought that his prophecy was over and requested him and his
companion to have their food in my house. He begged excuse saying
that they would certainly come and dine with us after | begot my
grandson 1n 1988,

At his behest 1 called my wife who was still in the kitchen doing
some cleaning work. He made her sit on my left side and do
*Pranam’ to my feet. | being her ‘Pati Dev’. (It was declared so by
him) She does not know Hindi. 1 acted as her translator. He started
reading her left palm as follows.

He *Your wife 1s a Mahalakshmi. Due to her stars you came
up in your life. She lives upto 82 years. She is very
talkative and indiscriminately liberal in feeding others.
Next Friday i.e. 23.10.87 yvou take a lottery ticket in her
name. She gbts Rs. one lakh. But you are not that lucky.
But you never get a lottery in your name. Your wife is
sure to get if the ticket is taken on the Friday after
Diwali. Do not forget this.”

| was not at all enticed by his assertion as our life taught us that
luck would never favour us either in our domestic life or in service
matters and laughed at his suggestion, but agreed to follow his

advice as his assertion was so credulous that 1 decided to give it a
trial.

By this time he drew both of us almost completely into his grip
and he started coming out in his true colours which we could not
suspect — faith transcending our reason.

He — “We perform Sai Bhajans regularly at Sai Mandirs
around Dadar in Bombay".

(He named some places but unfortunately 1 am unable to
recollect them).

He — *“Have vou ever visited those Mandirs?".

| — “No. We visited the Sai1 Mandir at Panaswadi only twice
or thrice and offered our pravers.

He — *Yes at Panaswadi too there is a Sai Mandir. We now
require some funds for white washing and colouring etc.,
of some Sai Mandirs where we perform Bhajans. Can
you donate some amount? It is left to your will. You can
give any amount you can afford.”

| — “Yes.”
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I went inside and brought Rs. 101 -, He directed me to bring a
small mat. I brought it. He placed the book on the mat and opened
the page wherein Sai Baba's Photo was kept. He instructed me to
place the amount on the photo.

He — “Tell me in the name of Baba whether you are parting
with this sum wholeheartedly without succumbing to
pressure.”.

He asked this question thrice and each time | answered in the
affirmative. He closed his eyes for a while covering his ears with his
hands and then returned the amount of Rs. 101 /- to mv wife saving
that Sai Baba desired 1t so. He warned me not to use that amount as
it was hers,

He — “Are you prepared to donate vour wrist watch? If so
bring it.”

| said “ves™, brought it and placed it on Baba's photo. He again
ascertained from me thrice that 1 was willingly donating it. He
closed his eyes and ears as before and returned the watch to me
saving it was Baba's desire,

At this moment the second man intervened to say that Baba
would not accept any thing from any body.

He — *“Can you contribute Rs. 1000/~ for Baba’s work?”

I was shocked and embarrassed at this question as it was 100
much for a retired person without any other means of income to
contribute such a huge amount. Apart from this I .was really
doubttul whether 1 had that much balance with me. | am not in the
habit of maintaining accounts for writing diaries. So 1 expressed my
doubt regarding availability of so much amount with me.

"y

He “No. You have that amount with you. Go and Sce.
(He told his emphatically twice.)
I took it to be a test of my devotion to Baba. Though | became
a little shaky initially, 1 soon regained my composure. | went inside
and found a balance of a little over Rs, 1000/ - with me, I brought
Rs. 1000, - and placed 1t on Baba's Photo.

He “Do you willingly offer it to Baba?"
(He asked me his question thrice one again).

1 “Yes. All 1 have 1s given to me by Baba the Almighty™.
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This time he did not return the amount to me and allowed it to
remain on Baba's Photo,

He then turned to my wife and asked her whether she could

offer her Gold Bangles to Baba. As mentioned earlier she too came

~under his spell completely. This process started the moment she sat

_) before him. So she forgot her belief that no money should be paid to
anybody on Fridays.

The Gold Bangles demanded by him were not there on her
hands. Yet she agreed to donate them and went inside to search for
them.

Some time ago we kept the few gold ornaments she had in my
daughter's residence in Bombay, to escape the risk of decoities
rampant at that time in Hyderabad outskirts,

My daughter, in her recent visit to Hyderabad in August, 1987,
brought back a few of them and advised her mother to wear them
atleast on festive occasions. My daughter herself kept the items in
the Almirah. My wife had not taken them out since then. Her
memory is as poor as her health. She was really not sure which of
the items were here.

v After searching the Almirah she could not trace the Bangles.
She declared so to me from inside. | conveyed this to him.

4

He — *“No. They are certainly here”.

I asked my wife to search again which she did in vain and told
me so. When | conveyed this again to him he reiterated with more
emphasis that the bangles were here undoubtedly. My wife
conducted a third search and said that she could not trace the
bangles but instead she found her gold chain.

As | firmly believed in the man's’ words, I thought that the
Bangles might have been misplaced; if | challenged his suggestion
and in case they were found later | would be deemed a liar depriving
me consequently of the grace of Lord Baba. So 1 asked her to bring
the gold chain, In fact I did not know the weight of either the gold
chain or the bangles. 1 never cared to ascertain this. They were

» actually given by her parents though a small amount was
contributed by me for the purpose.

My wife brought the gold chain and placed it on Baba’s Photo.
He asked her thrice as usual whether she would willingly surrender
it to Baba and she said “YES". He did not return it.
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At his request my wife brought some ‘KUM — KUM'. turmeric
powder and a few incense sticks. He then performed *PUJA’ with
‘KUM — KUM' & HALDI on Baba’s Photo and got the incense
sticks lighted. He made my wile bring some sugar. He got some of it
placed in his empty left hand, closed it and swung it around Baba’s
photos on the wall as an oblation chanting *"SAI RAM, SAI RAM™.

When he opened the palm before us, miraculously a small heap
of *VIBHUTI" materialised on its broad side along with some sugar
deposited in the centre separately.

He declared “This is BABA'S Prasad from Shirdi” and asked
me too tosay so. He wanted me to smell the Vibhuti. It had pleasant
fragrance. He applied some of 1t to my lorehead and gave some
sugar to me to eat. He put the residue of “VIBHUDI & SUGAR™
into his mouth

He turned to my wife, took again some sugar into his empty left
hand and repeated the same ritual and marerialised fragrant
*Vibhuti® and sugar as before. He applied Vibhuti to her forehead,
gave some sugar to her and consumed the rest.

At his request my wife brought some “KARPUR™ and placed it
in his right hand. He got it lighted by her. He performed “"ARATI™
to Baba's Photos on ihe wall and after we offered our ‘'PRANAMS
to it, he gulped the ‘Karpur’ with its burning flame.

Reminding us about Baba’s ‘Darshan’ to me on Diwali night
and purchasing lottery ticket by my wife on the following Friday, he
wound up his establishment along with an amount of Rs. 1000/ - and
the gold chain offered by us. He asked us to construct a SAI
BABA'S Mandir in our precincts soon after my wile got the lottery
amount and promised to visit us again then and perform Sai Bhajan
in my house. He advised us to visit Shirdi after getting the Lottery
prize.

Cautioning us not to reveal our “DONATIONS" to any body,
he took leave of us along with his companion and walked out
honourably.

Even while they were leaving, doubts started lingering in our
minds about their integrity as they did not return the large amount
and the Gold chain as was done in earlier offerings and as to why we
were asked not to inform anybody especially when the second man
declared that Baba would not accept any thing from anybody. But
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we did not venture to raise the point for fear of breaking our
affirmation before Baba's Photo that we offered them willingly My
wife informed me later that the weight of the 22 Carats gold chain
was about 9 sovereigns (72 grams).

My inner conscience discouraged me from suspecting any foul

-4 play and advised me to wait till ‘DIWALLI to see whether Baba

"

b

“would give me his ‘darshan’.

My wife suggested that we should even wait till she tried her
luck at a lottery on Friday (23.10.87).

We were terribly disappointed on both the counts. Neither 'SAI
BABA® gave me ‘DARSHAN' on DIWALI night nor my wife got
any prize on any of the Lottery tickets she purchased on the
specified Friday.

On 25.10.87 | learnt from my daughter in Bombay on phone
that the gold bangles were with her only there.

Realisation came to us too late to conclude beyond doubt that
the man-and his accomplice were seasoned “TANTRIC" confidence
Tricksters who accomplished their task with meticulous care and
dexterity exploiting our deep faith in ‘SAI BABA'. My age,
experience and reason vanished before their master minded trickery.
I did not care either to enquire their names at any stage or to
demand receipts for our so called "DONATIONS".

I should confess that we fell victims to the cheats mainly due to

blind belief in every-body appearing in the name of ‘SAI
BABA' in whom we have immense and unshaken faith and
Fervent desire 1o beget a grand child.

We were not at all lured by avarice to get rich overnight with
easy money through a lottery. We did buy lottery tickets on the
TANTRIC'S advice in order to test his credentials and afrive at a
firm conclusion about his bonafides.

This incident happened for the first time in the six decades of
my life. '

Desire is the source of grief but some-times human weakness
causes temptation to invoke Lord’s blessings to obtain material
gains.

47



A '

—— ":_"I.LI

Let us surrender ourselves totally belore our LORD
SAINATH with a clean muind and He will certamly take care ol us.

OM SRI SAI NATH
K. Sri Krishnamurii
(Retived Lecturer in Political Science,
Andhra Pradesh Educational Service. ) ‘l
Plor No. 40, H. NO. 42-26/ 14,
Gavarri Nagar, Moula Ali.
HYDERABAD-500 040,

(ANDHRA PRADESH)
—_——

““SAI GREETS NEW YEAR — 1987”

On the morning of December 31, 1986 while taking morning
tea, I was wondering telling my wife and children, casually, that
how lucky we would be — if we receive ““NEW YEAR
GREETINGS" from Sri BABA Himself, They also agreed with
me.

I returned home from office as usual at 6-30 p.m. My wife
handed over to me a covér, addressed to me and told me that we
had received New Year Greetings from ‘BABA’ as desired by us in#
the morning. There was no indication on the cover from where and i
by whom it was sent. I then opened the cover and found the
‘BABA’ photo with some sacred sayings inside. There was no in-
dication even on the photo by whom the cover was sent. I could see
only my residential address written by hand on the cover.

QOut of curiosity, | examined the place of posting of the cover.
To my utter surprise, | found that the cover was posted at ‘SHIR-
DI’ on 23-12-1986. This I found out from the Post Office date
stamp on the envelope.

We can assume from the above that ‘BABA’ Himself appeared
in our house as desired by us, on the eve of New Year. We felt very
happy. We have kepl the photo for our daily puja.

From this, one of the Eleven sayings of Baba i.e. “‘IF YOU !
LOOK TO ME, I WILL LOOK AFTER YOU" is proved. ﬁ{

G. Nagaraja Rao,
H.No. 14/11/806,
Begum Bazar,
Hyderabad 500 012,
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SHRI SAI BABA SANSTHAN SHIRDI

Publications of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi

Packing and
' No. Name of the Book Language Price Postage
i Rs. Rs.
1. Shri Sai Satcharita Marathi 31.00 9.05
2. do English 14.50 6.50
3. do Hindi — -
4. do Gujarathi 19.00 6.50
5. do Kannada 13.50 8.00
6. do Telugu 18.00 8.00
7. do Tamil — -
8. do Sindhi 22.00 7.50
9. do (Pothi) Gujarathi 31.00 10.50
10. Shri Sai Leelamrit Marathi s —
11. do Hindi == =
12. do Gujarathi 6.65 4.00
13. Avtar Karya Marathi - -—
14. Stavan Manjiri Marathi 0.65 3.50
’Ps_ do Hindi 1.00 3.50
16. do Gujarathi 0.90 3.50
17. Sasunopasana (Arti) Marathi 0.70 3.50
18. do Hindi 1.25 3.50
19. do Gujarathi 0.80 3.50
20. do Telugu 2.50 5.50
21. do Sindhi 1.25 3.50
22. Four Adhyayas (Dasganu’s) Marathi 1.85 3.50
23. Pictonal Sai Baba Marathi/Eng. 4.80 5.50
24. Children’s Sai Baba Marathi — =
25. do English 1.65 1.50
26. do Hindi - —_
27. do Gujarathi 1.65 3.50
28. do Telugu — —
29. Rudradhyaya (A-11) Marathi 0.80 3.50
30. Shirdi Guide Marathi = e
1. do English — —
P‘H. do Gujarathi 1.50 3.50
33. Sai the Superman English 7.25 4.00
34, Sai Baba of Shirdi (Bharucha) English 6.50 4.00
3s. do (Pradhan)  English 3.00 4.00
36. Ashtottar Shat Namavali Marathi 1.00 3.50
37. Raghunath Savitri Bhajan
Mala Marathi 15.25 4,50
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No. Name of Photo Size Price Pac. Char.
Rs. Rs.
1. Dwarkamai Photo
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2. do 14" x 20" 1.50 5.50
3. do 7" x 10" 0.90 5.50
4. Baba Sitting on Stone
(B& W) 14" x 20" 0.80 5.50
5. Statue Photo 7% 10" 0.90 5.50
- 6. Palkhi Photo T 10" 0.90 5.50
7. Offset Photo - 7"x 10" 0.90 5.50
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