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EDT‘[OETA A Self-less Saint

In Chapter X of the Sai Satcharita, Shri Annasaheb Dabholkar
has explained the easiest path to cross the ocean of worldly
existence in the following way:-

“The Easiest path

Hearing the stories of the saints is not so difficult as the
other Sadhanas mentioned above They (stories) remove all fear
of this samsar (worldly existence;, and take you on to the
spiritual path, So listen to these stories, meditate on them, and
assimilate them. If this is done, not only the Brahmins but women
and the lower classes will also get pure and holy. You may
attend to your worldly duties, but give your mind to Sai and
His stories, and then He is sure to bless you. This is the easiest
path, but why do all not take to it? The reason is that without
God's grace we do not get the desire to listen to the stories of
saints. With God's grace everything is smooth and easy. Hearing
the stories of the saints, is, in a way, keeping their company.
The importance of the company of  the saints is
very great It removes our body-consciousness and
egoism, destroys completely the chain of our birth and death,
cuts asunder all the knots of the heart, and takes us to God, who
is pure consciousness. It certainly increases our non-attachment
to sense objects and makes us quite indifferent to pleasure and
pains, and leads us on the spiritual path. If you have no other
sadhana such as chanting God’s name, worship or devotion etc.,
but if you take refuge in them (saints) whole-heartedly, they
will carry you safely across the ocean of worldly existence. It
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is for this reason that the saints manifest themselves in this world.
Even sacred rivers such as the Ganges, Godavari, Krishna and
Kaveri etc., which wash away the sins of the world, desire that
the saints should come to them for a bath and purify them, Such
is the grandeur of the saints,’ (Pages 61-62, Ninth edition 1980)

In an earlier chapter (Chapter IV page 15) Shri Dabholkar
has explained the mission of the saints, After explaining the
purpose of the incarnation of God as explained by Lord
Shrikrishna in the Bhagwadgeeta (Chapter [V, 7-8), Shri Annasaheb
Dabholkar states that, the mission of the saints is similar to the
mission of the incarnations of God and that in our country many
saints have taken birth from time to time and have shown the
right path to the people,

In the extract at the beginning of this article, while
explaining the fruit of the company of the saints, it is stated,
“Hearing the stories of the saints is, in a way keeping their
company.” Bearing this in mind, we started publishing regularly
the biographies of the saints in this magazine from April 1974
and the publication is being continued to date. In the meanwhile,
the birth centinary of saint Gadgemaharaj came in 1976. The
biography of this saint was therefore started from the month of
October 1976 and was being published seriatim in this magazine
upto the month of January 1981, Hence we were hearing the
stories of this saint for the last over four years and thus ‘“keeping
his company”. It is hoped that our readers have liked this series
and enjoyed the company of this great saint for so long a period.

As the main incidents, that took place in the life of this
saint, are now known to our readers, it will now be possible
to estimate the greatness of this saint in view of his work and
preaching. The first and foremost thing that we notice about
this saint is that he did not preach only the devotion to God.
He himself was preaching through his keertans and he used to
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give advice to the people to concentrate on God in view of
quotations of previous saints like Tukaram, Kabir etc. During
his keertans he used to sing bhajans and also used to make the

people sing his favourite bhajan “sitatar, fiere | FFF ag7 M)
He also attended namasaptahas as well as encouraged others to
hold such saptahas, He took keen interest in the fairs, which
were being held at different places of religious importance and
used to preach to the people, gathered there, through his keertans.
He used also to manage the bhandaras, that used to follow the
namasaptahas; but inspite of all this, Shri Gadgemaharaj did nvot
want that the people should only try for their spiritual uplift.
While quoting certain verses from the old literature, Shri Maharaj
was always referring to mundane life. He always used to point
out to the bad condition of the people and used to request them
to leave all vices like drinking, squandering money and taking
loans. He wanted all people to lead a much better life than
what they were doing. Like saint Ramdas, Shri Gadgemaharaj
also wanted people to first lead a happy and prosperous life.
Saint Ramdas clearly told in his Dasbodh. “amdff nd=s &3|T J2F7 |

g1 g3 quqrafaasy |’ meaning that you should first lead a
prosperous family life and then think about the spiritual life,
which is supposed to help you in the next world. Shri Sai Baba
also advised his devotees to keep faith in Him and to lead a
prosperous and happy life in the present birth, If a person is
not free from the cares and worries of the affairs of this world,
then he is not able to concentrate on God. Hence the view-
point of all these three saints about the worldly life seems to
be alike,

Begging of alms is another peculiar habit of Shri
Gadgemaharaj. From his biography, we see that he never
maintained a house or a family, He never stored food nor
provisions for the next day; but begged his bread from someone
and ate it. His argument was that he dedicated his whole life to
public service. He never thought about his comforts, but worked
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for the well-being of the whole society.. Then was it not the
duty of the society to give food to him? Saint Ramdas also was
an advocate of begging food. He clearly writes in Dasbodh,

“greon<h ged dwr Afad qifgs den’? It is a main rite of a
brahmin to sak for alms. Saint Ramdas and all his followers used
to go from house to house for begging alms, Of course saint Ramdas
was in favour of leading the life cleverly and hence he says that
when a person goes for begging alms, he should observe closely
the things around him while moving under the garb of begging.
Shri Sai Baba is also known to be begging his food in Shirdi
village. He also never maintained a house and stored any
provisions.. He also felt that when he was looking after the
spiritual well-being of the villagers and his devotees, it was their
bounden duty to provide food for him He never felt that he
remained under the obligation of the devotees by accepting alms
" from them. Similarly the devotees in Shirdi village also felt that
they were acquiring merit by giving alms to this illustrious saint,
Even in later years, when the devotees used to offer variety of
of articles of food to Shri Sai Baba, He never stopped his practice
of begging alms. Thus we see that Saint Ramdas, Shri Sai Baba
and Saint Gadgemaharaj all had more or less the same views
about begging alms and continued that practice throughout their
life as a matter of principle. :

Humility was another quality which we see in Shri
Gadgemaharaj, Saint Tukaram was a person without ego and he
always behaved humbly before everyone. Saint Gadgemaharaj

also imbibed humility in himself to that extent to which we find
it in saint Tukaram. After having achieved so much in life and
after getting recognition from the public, it is possible for anyone
to get egoistic, It is therefore quite difficult toremain humble
at that stage. It therefore goes to the credit of Saint Gadgemaharaj
to have followed Saint Tukaram in toto in this respect and to
have maintained his humility up to the last.

Love and affinity for the poor, oppressed and invalid or
maimed is another great quality which we rarely come across.
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The rich and ablé-bodied are loved by all, but such persons as
mentioned above are disliked in general. Saint Tukaram makeg
a special mention of the love for such persons and says
as follows:- '

R & oo wiee | Jid wR [ g |
iy ang Nzt | 9 AR SoET |

The meaning of this verse is ‘*“He is really a sadhu, who
considers the oppressed and the invalid as his own kith and kin.
We should know that God has manifested in him.” In view of
the sympathy shown by Saint Gadgemaharaj for the poor and
oppressed and in view of the self-less work done by him for
giving them utmost relief, we can surely say that God had
manifésted Himself through this saint, Shri Sai Baba also had
great sympathy for the poor and he] spent the whole of his
dakshina for them.

Saint Ramdas, in one of his shlokas, while advising the
people for leading a righteous life, said, “gar 32a/™ q@ & =
meaning, “‘Oh man, you should make use of your body for the
“uplift of others andfreduce it bit by bit like the sandalwood”,
is used for preparing a paste for the worship of God and everyday
it gets reduced bit by bit, The life of3ithe sandalwood block is
meant only for giving fragrance to others. It exists only for
the good of others, If we now look impartially towards the
biography of Saint Gadgemaharaj, we find that he also lived only
for the good of others. He even discarded his family for that
purpose. It has always been a point of dispute whether a family
comes in the way of a person’s spiritual life. Apart from the
biographies of the ordinary people, even if we look to the
biographies of some saints, we get baffled. We cannot say
definitely anything in this behalf. We have therefore, to come
to the conclusion that this depends more or less on the individual.
Out of the Maharashtrian famousg saints, we find that saint

Dnyaneshwar was a bachelor, Saint Eknath led a family life; but
he could do the necessary progress on the spiritual path. Saint
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Tukaram was similarly a person with family, Though unlike
the wife of Saint Eknath, the wife of Saint Tukaram did not
co-operate with him in his spiritual work, still inspite of her
non-cooperation and opposition, Saint Tukaram continued his
progress on the spiritual path. Saint Ramdas resolutely remained a
bachelor and Saint Gadgemaharaj thought that the fetters of the
family life would bind him and thus come in the way of his
selfless work for the poor and therefore he mercilessly cut the
bondage and freed himself entirely for dedicating his life to the
uplift of the poor. After acquiring a family, it -really requires a
very strong mind to get out the fetters of the family life. The
greatness of Saint Gadgemaharaj thus lies in his resolute mind.

We know from the biography of Saint Gadgemaharaj that
he was an illiterate person. He was, however, very intelligent
and all that he heard was meticulously assimilated by him. Thus
from the quotations of Saint Tukaram and Ramdas given above,
it will be seen that he had mastered the teachings of most of the
old saints and was keen upon bringing them in practice. We
really feel wonderstruck to see how such an illiterate person
could think so much and shape his life for the uplift of others.
Perhaps we can compare him in this respect with saint Tukaram,
who also like Saint Gadgemaharaj had no opportunity to educate
himself, We have therefore to conclude that this progress in
life does not depend on learning or education but it comes
automatically if you are blessed by God. Lastly we see that the
behaviour of Saint Gadgemaharaj is very much parallel to another
modern saint Shri Sai Baba in many respects. Begging of alms
and sympathy for the poor has already been explained above
and the parallel has been aptly drawn. Shri Sai Baba was a
contemporary of Saint Gadgemaharaj and it is quite interesting
to see the common way of thinking of both these saints. The
self-less work of Shri Sai Baba is of equal importance and
though Saint Gadgemaharaj appears to have drawn his inspiration
from some other source, the nature their self-less work is almost
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alike We really lived in campany of this saint for the last four
years and in appreciating his greatness in many ways, we have
to follow his principles in whatever way possible and try to
lead a self-less life, which this great saint lived for so many
years of his life.

PEOOOORAVNRRDEEE

T e )
OBITUARY

We regret very much to inform our readers that Shri
S. Ramakrishnan, Secretary Saidas Mandal, Shiwaji Nagar, .
Pune, 5, cast away his mortal coil and left for his heavenly
abode at Pune on Saturday the 27th December 1980, after
a brief illness He was 78 years old, As the Secretary of
Saidas Mandal, he took great pains to collect funds for
constructing the temple and hall at Shiwaji Nagar, Pune, 5

The seventeenth All India Convention of Sai Devotees
was held at Pune in December 1978 under the auspices of
the Saidas Mandal. Shri Ramakrishnan toiled very hard
to make the Convention a complete success, Shri Rama-
krishnan made ceaseless e¢fforts to collect advertisements
and funds for the souvenir which was released on the
occasion. By his death Shri Saidas Mandal has lost a
sincere and honest worker and it will be difficult for that
Mandal to fill in the vaccum thus created. We extend
our heart-felt sympathies to the family members of Shri
Ramakrishnan and pray at the feet of Shri Sai Baba that
the departed soul may rest in peace.

I — Editor l



Sai Baba, the Saint of Shirdi
Byt Shri .M. M. Anfingad
(Continued from January 1981 issue)
CHAPTER II1
BABA'S SECOND APPEARANCE, AND
LASTING STAY AT SHIRDI

Chandbhai a renowned patil of Dhoop
Once lost his fair mare and began to hoop,
With 4 bufdencd saddle on his back,
‘Started in gearch of his mare in lack.

He tread ‘many ‘a path in: forest,

[n quest uf ,_it'll,ln}:ﬁ_l%nre nearest,
DL A% Vain he JoRiriod and iRl
“To find his fair mare anywhere saddled.
While rosming-in & jungle-pearby,’

In vain he lost his way thereby

To hear a peer’s voice calling him'

To come and sit and chat with Him,

Suddenly hie turned ‘to-thie' voice'so pleasing,
And found a teenager lad so beaming,
With a bright appearance S0 chai‘g’ilihg,l -
Sitting in muse under a tree so gleaming.

With a cap on head and a kafani on body bare
With a Satka under his armpit there,

Preparing & chilim smoke for lighting,

A bright boy in teens was seen under a tree sitti

The lad seeing Chandbhai passing by,
Called him to pause a while nigh,
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To smoke a pipe and rest a while,
Under the shade of a mango tree file, -

Chandbhai came and sat by ‘His feet in grief
When asked by the Fakir about his brief

He told Him he was drowned in severé care,
As he was in futile search of his lost mare.

The Fakir said, *“Go and search the nala nigh
Where thy favourite mare is grazing by”’

He went and saw his fine mare standing bye
And was struck with wonder thereby.

He thought the Fakir a wonderful lad dear

Ap Avalia knowing all past, present, future clear
He was back to the Fakir with his fair mare,
Being completely free from his worry-and care.’

The chilim was filled with tobacco for smoking,

But fire to light and water to wet were wanting,

So He thrust the prong and got the live coal burning,
And dashed the Satka on the ground-and water oozing.

Thus Thou lit the pipe with live coal

And wetted thc ‘chhapi’ with water mld

Then Thou smoked and made Chandbhai smoke
Who: then bowed his head in complete yulu.

The divine play between Fakir and Patil unded in joy,
And Chand again touched the peer's feet nigh,

prayed the Fakir to reside in his simple house,

And belp him the divine cause to espouse.

The Fakir was pleased and said, “Yes sure,
As your prayer has sprung in spirit pure”,
Thus the peer Sai with joy began to stay,
In royal renown in Chand’s house with gay.
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With marriage party alighting there,
Thou wert seen sitting fair,

Under a tree near Khandoba temple,
With a simple and in cheek dimple,

Mhalsapati the priest temple,
Called Thee first *‘Sai’ simple,

Thus Thou bore the title Baba Sai,
Till the doom’s day O! Sai.

It was Mhalsapati and Tatya who felt,
An urge to serve Thee-peer great,

They did feel something, in them wanting,
Without Thee they felt their heart panting.

This spiritual urge in them continued’
Their aimless spirit got fully thrived,
At the feet of Sai to be more sure,
His parting they could not ever endure,

To them He said, preach as you act
And don’t forget the religion you act
As religion is not a market trading,
And serve God without an eye on Grading.

Neither the name nor fame,

Is not for God the meant Game

It is selfless service which only,
That will always please God mainly.

The miracles the peer can do,

Simply by their words Ganu knew,

And Ganu’s praise brought into limelight,
The sacred seer Shri Sai to this height,

He is of just worth and strength
As He in all himself seeth,
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A yogic ni-l is: needed, to u'stand,
A seer of his status and stand.

He knew past, present and. future,

He is here and every w'ere’ forever,

If you say Sai in prefect devotion,

He is there to guide you in pious notion.

Shri Sai the seer is still a mystery,

Though his name is writ in eternal history,
None can affirm him dead and gone

As He can control and wield every dawn,

Thus O! Sai the peer Thou landest

At Shirdi, the spot on earth holiest,

To make the suffering souls happy,

By enveloping them by Thy enternal trophy.

Thou landest at Shirdi with party marriage,
And lived Thou there Thy full age,
To free the souls from worries temporal

And to give them bliss eternal,
(to be continued)

B A e e o

Dear Editor, Shri Sai Leela, Bombay

I am really grateful for the favours you have shown me
and the loving ‘Sai Prasad’ you have been sending. Your
encouragement tempts me to continue my humble contributions
to your good magazine. The new get-up is wonderful though
costly. Those who had the good fortune of visiting the holy

of Shirdi will be compelled to visit the place perpetually
through their thoughts, which is important, May Baba bless you

to keep it up!

With deep regards, Respectfully yours,
V. Ganesh

Flat 12, 120 B Rash Behary Avenue, Calcutta 700029



Towards A Purposeful Life

( Continued fromi Jdnudry 1081 issie)

‘13. ELEPHANT - Even a mighty elephant gets trapped by the
touch of a she-elephant dand a devotee should be so carefal not
even to touch a doll, shaped like a woman, Baba has said “Avoid
sins if you want happiness and peace of mind”’.

14, THIEF - As a thief cleverly steals the honey collected by
millions of bees in the forest, so also a devotee should acquire
knowledge from othérs, *“Rejoice at others’ happiness’ is
Baba's command.

15. DEER - The. deer are trapped by the melodious songs of a
hunter, A devotee if attracted by worldly pleasures will never
attain salvation. The  great sage Risyashrunga, even though he
had never seen a woman's face, was very easily attracted by the
music and dance of court-dancers, To quote Baba “Truth is
your best friend; it will save you lot of worries; will give you
joy and peace of mind; and what is most important to remember
is God ever helps and even serves the truthful’’.

16. FISH - Out of temptation to eat the worm tied at the end of
a fisherman’s bait, a fish gets caught. Unless a devotee controls
the temptation to eat, God-realisation is impossible.

17. PINGALA - Ambition is the greatest sin in life. A desire to
achieve more, shatters the peace of mind. Ultimately disappointment
leads to unhappiness. This is learnt from the life of Pingala,
a prostitute, who used to dress neatly and wait for a paramour,
Whenever anyone used to approach her, she used to ri:ject him
expecting that ao:ﬁcbody. who would pay more than him, will
come later. There were many days when she used to wait till
midnight without getting a paramour, who would pay upto her
expectations, This prolonged disappointment brought forth the
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truth to her and she repented, *What a fool I have been! When
the all pervading God exists in me, instead of meditating on Him,
I have been aspiring for ‘worldly men, who would only give
money and misery. God would not only give me money but also
a happy and blissful life.” This disappointment changed the
attitude of Pingala's life. While glorifying God, Baba has said
“But for His will, earth will, crumble to pieces, water will dry
‘up, wind will stop, the sun shall not rise, the moon shall not
shine, the rains shall stop, the crops shall not grow; men, animals
and creatures all will perish; the world would be no more.”

18. BIRD - A Bird got a piece of meat. It was afraid that
some other bird might steal it away. It could not therefore eat
it peacefully, While it was in this dilemma, an eagle comes and
snatches away the piece of meat, Once it loses the piece of
- meat, the bird regains peace of mind. A devotee who is attached
to worldly objects, can never have peace of mind.

19. CHILD - A child is considered to be God. It never thinks
of good or bad, fame or ill-fame, It has no botheration to
search for food or worry about a family. A devotee meditating on
God islalso child-like and thus leads a quiet and worry~free life.

20, WOMAN - There lived a young woman in a village and once
she had to entertain some guests. At that time she was pounding
rice inside the house and the many bangles, she wore, were
making noise. The clever gir]l did not want the guests to know
of her poverty and hence one by one she removed all the bangles
except one in each of the arms. A devotee also attains salvation
by remaining alone like the single bangle on the girl’s arm.

21, HUNTER - The cuncentratmn power of ahuuter is well-
known. It is said that when a hunter :; sharpenmg the tip of
his arrow, he would not even notice an emperor pﬂillug across
him. Wuh this concentration a devotee should meditate on God.

22, SNAKES ~ The snakes remain single. They are too ahy to be
scen and they never stay in one place. A devotee should remain
alone, talk very little, avoid a crowd and always think of God.
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P;?. SPIDER - The spider weaves a magic web around it and
roams in it,. Ultimately, it swallows/ the entire ‘web and. getains
inside, This is similar to the all pervading paramatman, who
with His Leelas roams in the world, created by him and ultimately
retains everything in Himself Baba has glorified by saying
“this world is nothing else but His ‘own- manifestation. His
is the order paramount."
24, WASP - The wasp collects a worm and daily goes on pricking
it by its sting. The worm by its constant fear of the wasp,
ultimately attains its shape. Similarly a devotee by continuous
‘Namasmaranam’ realises God and attains salvation, While asking
the ‘devotees to always chant God’s name, Baba has said, *“‘Let
your -Life serve as a lesson to others’’.

Thus by following the examples of these 24 Gurus, one can’
lead a happy and purposeful life,

Our minds are clouded with the conceit of the inventions

science, Which have blinded us to the existence of God Himself.

But human destiny "and the fulfillment of creation lies in remnvmg
this conceit and establishing the supreme bond of Iuve. which
ties the human world to the feet of God, waa] and regeneration of
this fine feeling in the heart of man isthe supreme need of the hour
and Shn Sai Baba has lmposed upon himself this labour of tnve.‘

Denr Sal bruthars, now our duty is to m—opuatc w:.th
Him in the awakening of the spirit i us to the reality of the
world. Let us not pester Him with our petty demands of
wurldly ameliorations. Let us rise to the occasion and shar
our intellect with all the rétinue in its struggle to catch hc'
glimpse of reality. only its aim should be to accept its deteat
and melt with its whole personality into continual flow of -love
towards Bhagwan Sai Baba, unchecked by sorrows and unimpeded
by other odds of life and pain of death. Baba has-lived his.
philosophy of life and has taught.the world not merely by precept,
but by example the serious lesson of life. &
' Dr, 'G. R Vijaykumar
Medical Ofﬁctr Malayalam Plantations: (India) Lid
Pozhuthana, South; Wynad 673575



Shree Sai Baba is Always with His Children

When my fatber-in-law, Shri T. Nageswara Rao, showed
me the letter of Shri Madhukar Wakhare to the editar. published
in the September 1980 issue of Shri Sai Leela, I remembered
about the letter of Shri Sai brother T. R, Anand, encouragisg
me to pen down my blissful experiences of Shri Sai Leelas. The
outcome is this article; but Shri Sai gave me so many wanderfyl
experiences making the title of this article real and truth in my
life, I do not know which one of those Shri Sai Leelas to pen
down first. When | read the article “Shri Sai Baba Came To
My Rescue” by Shri Vyayaraju Bhima Raju, appeared in Ogtober
1980 Shri Sai Leela issue, | remembered similar Sai Leela
happened in my life and I would like to shace. it with-my Shri
Sai brothers and sisters.

On 29th mnrmng, November 1979 my marriage [ook ?chc
at Emani (A. F). After midmght{ our marriage party returned
to my native place Guutur taking the b bnde with us. My weddmg
ring was loose to my ring ﬁpgul‘ and ugsht to thc mlddle finger.
During the Gruhapmvemm in the oarly morning hours ol’ ‘ t.h
our priest t‘rcquently asked my weddmg ring for using in the
puja. After that puja, I was allowed to have a nap. When |
got up in ‘the morning, | found my weddirig ring missing.
Without “telling anybody, [ ‘searched éveryw‘herc in the house,
but” I could not find it My mother and maternal uncle sensed
my perturbed mm'cmcnts and insisted to know about my ueggh,
I told them abput my predicament. They searched for it but
were not successful. An inmate of my hosse, Smt. Jayaprada,
prayed to Shri Baba and sweared that she would offer a coconut
if Shri"Baba gets the wedding “ring back,

«QGn that'day I tried to avoid meeting my wife for the news
would be bitter todny daughiter=in-la won the day-df her entering
into 'hef husbafid's’ House.
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I prayed to Shri Sai that His new child should not be
punished for my carelessness. If this ring is not found the event
would become a painful memory to the new bride and it would
be a stigma on her in our superstious society. [ was confident
that this was a play of Shri Sai and the wedding ring would be
found. Everybody in the house was worried about the missing
ring. I told them that Shri Sai would get us the ring, and not
to worry about it.

In the night on 30th, when my uncle was searching for a
comb over the mirrored almerrah, he found the ring there, He
took it and gave it to me.

Smt. Jayaprada broke a'coconut at the feet of Shri Sai. We

were so happy that our joy knew no bounds because the wedding
ring was found,

Many people at a higher spmtual plane say that we should
not be after miracles; but Shri Sai Leelas make us feel His
presence, His Love and G;ace '[hese Leelas 11‘ experienced
frequently, how much electr;ﬁcd would. be our dcvotmn to Him.
By His Leelas we know that He is with us and that will develop
in us Nishtha and Saboori, ®*

K. Saratchandra
Old Bank St.,, Near H. P. O., Kothapet, Guntur 522001




Offering To Sadguru Sai

O’ SADGURU SAlI

I offer you in imagination,

The throne of my heart
Bedecked with jewels,

The creation of my mind...

A cool bath, par-excellent dress,
All shining and edged

With design of gold...

Sandal paste scented

With musk for application

To your pious forehead...
Flowers~colourful and of
Surpassing fragrance and beauty
Jasmine, marigold, champak, roses,
I offer at your holy feet...

Burning incense and camphor
Which I place before you

And bhold a sacred light...

0’ SADGURU SAI

You are compassion incarnate,
Kindly accept these offerings...

My offerings are nothing

But the offerings of love,
Dedication, devotion and worship...

Mrs. Snehlata Bipin Swadis
307-B Kamal Kunj - Datta Mandir Road
Opp. Sangita Theatre- Malad (East) Bombay-400064




NEED FOR PRAYER

Shortly before noon, near the Lake Market, I met my
youhg'friend Sunder, who had returned from Shirdi a few days
back. He had come back from Shirdi, but memories linger... He
was ecstatic about his visit, He said, some lakhs of people
gathered before the great Shrine of Sai Baba. Such is the
compelling influence of Sai Baba, who had shed His mortal coil
long, long ago! Such is His infinite mercy towards those, who
come to see him! However, had Sunder continued to relate his
experiences, we would lose track of the passage of time and
block the busy thoroughfare. So, after a brief talk, we parted.

When [ left him, my mind recalled my own visits to that
’hd, pm-

The august presence of the marvellous statue of the Master
poured love-laden light and brightened up the clouds of sorrows
of the humanity, who thronged there. The prevailing sentiment,
so to speak, is one of joy full to repletion, although I had seen
heavy hearts with their burdens of woes to be cast at the feet
of Sai Baba as light hearts, who rejoice since their prayers were
answered in due time.

Prayers ? What’s the need of prayer?

Is it the act of stretching out the bowls of endless wishes
to be fulfilled or placing mile-long petitions of ills of the world
to be warded off at the wide-open portals of the palace of God?

Or, is prayer, a magic soap to rinse off the grime of frequent
foibles, the countless sins, which tarnish us while we are amidst
our mundane avocations?

Is prayer a mere flattery before the Lord out of fear or to
gain some favour or is it a sincere song of praise of the
Merciful One ?
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Is it set-phrases one utters mechanically morning and evening
because so-and-so advised it? Or is it an escapism from the
problems of life? Is it then a probing into the mysteries of life?

Is it a convenient cloak to hide our guilts? Is it a fortification
from the onslaught of evil things or malefic planets ?

Is it an electric whip to tame and humble the demonaical
‘Ego’ that romps like a wild elephant in the jungle of our hearts!

Is it the mobilisation of our soul, seeking its way to the
original home of bliss? Can it be a knot of the individual soul
and the Cosmic Soul? Is it the process of deepening our
consciousness? What else could ‘prayer’ be?

Well, one could go on doing research in this line if one is
inclined to do this. We all know, since Vedic times prayer
has been dancing on the lips of mankind. We have prayers for
health, wealth, peace, prosperity of mankind. Every race, religion
including the Theosophists have a set of prayer for them. Each
according to their evolution. Prayer, as someone remarked, is,
‘a continuation of evolution.’

It is a settled practice with many that they tend to pray
God for every little difficulty they encounter in life, whereas,
those of a stronger fibre rely on their own strength and intelligence
and seek God’s help when their problems loom like spikes of the
gateway and reduce their minds to a nonplus, Very few of us
pray for a ‘stronger back’ to bear the trouble. Likewise, quite
a lot of us pray for a change of bad circumstance and not for
a change of character.

Bertrand Russell believed in the human potential and
observed in ““The Impact of Science on Society’” that man should
“get on with the job of fertilising the desert, melting Arctic ice
and Kkilling each other with perpetually improving technique.
Some,..activities will do good, some harm, but all alike will show
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power. And so, in this godless universe, we shall become gods...”
But then, I feecl, man cannot bgunma qu by displaying his
arrogance and not for Iung. anyway Prayer to the Supreme
Power ;is; an indispensable .component of machinery of human
life. God does not favour free-wheeling activities of man. Even
if man were to forget God, He reminds of it. Sometimes all of
a sudden, He causes a crunch, and lo, even he, who boasts of his
animal strength and intellectual acumen, is brought on his knees
to lift up his bands in prayer. In other words, God, who is the
Source of all living beings, wants man back home like our
mother. Enough of wandering! Gandhiji aptly said: **Prayer is
the longing of the soul.”” But, most of us bave made prayer as
a mere appeal to ask useless things whose implications we little
know about.

My late father (Sri PSV Aiyer) in one of his writings on
Baba wrote: “‘Let’s pray Baba to help us in getting single~hearted
devotion to him that we all may come in for His grace and
share in the bliss, He is so eager to give.” Yes, Baba desired
that from his beloved ones. He had remarked, “Look at the
mango tree in blossom! If all flowers turned into fruits, what a
splendid crop it will be! But do they?” Precisely, as Lord Krishna
told Arjuna in the Gita, ““Among thousands of men, one, perchance,
strives for perfection; even among these successful strivers, only
one, perchance, knows Me in essence.”’ We can search our hearts
and find out in what category our prayers fall.

Summing up, one can say, the essential condition of prayer
is a simple, pure, sincere, loving heart wanting Him alone with
a mind totally free of all attachments. A man, who satisfying
these conditions, will raise from prayer a saintly being radiating
peace and joy all around, his love embraeing all, including animals
and birds.. . Thus, the end-product of prayer would then be a
total change of heart and mind ~ from the brute to a true image
of God in flesh and blood, F

Varadaraja Ganesh
Flat 12, 120B Rash Behary Avenue, Calcutta-700029



Baba: a Perfect Actor!

Every Saturday, in the evening I visit the ancient Hanuman
temple in new Delhi. After offering puja and prasad, [ proceed
to the platform in the main hall, occupy a particular place on
it, which faces the idol of Shri Hanuman in the sanctum sanctorum
and recite Shri Bheemrupi stotra of Swami Ramdas in Marathi,
Shri Hanuman Chalisa in Hindi and Shri Vadvanal stotra in
Sanskrit, This ritual I have followed for years now, Praise be
to the Master, I do not remember a single occasion when |
had found my favourite place having been occupied by any
other devotee,

It was Saturday, but not an ordinary one. It was the 26th
of January too. The Republic Day was being celebrated with
much gusto, pomp and pageantry in the metropolis of India. The
whole city was wearing a festive look. Thousands upon thousands
of people had poured into the city from the neighbouring towns
and villages to participate in the celebrations elaborately and
meticulously organized by the New Central Government and
witness the breath-taking army parade, exhibition of tableaux
and performance of folk dances of India. Roads, streets, lanes
and bylanes were crowded with jay walkers and merry makers
and all around one saw and breathed an atmosphere of bonhomie,
gaiety, festivity and fraternity.

In the midst of all this, while on my way to the temple,
I was constantly assailed and distracted by one fear. Since
thousands of people from the neighbouring areas had wended
their way to the Capital, 1 was sure a large number of religious
minded people among them would not let go the opportunity to
visit a famous and hallowed place like the Hanuman temple io
New Delhi. If this happened, I feared, would I get my usual
place on the platform for recitation of Hanuman Chalisa and
the other stotras? The matter was indeed so small and insigoificant!
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Yet human nature being what it is, even this small and
insignificant matter worried me no end all the way from my
residence to the temple.

I arrived at the temple. For a while | stopped at the
marble staircase leading to the main hall and silently prayed to
the Master to grant my wish, small and petty as it was and keep
the place on the platform ‘reserved’ for me!

With much trepidation, I stepped into th¢ main hall of
tbe temple and alas! My worst fears' came true! The main
hall was over~crowded with devotees and the sanctum' sanctorum
was iampacked - with/ 'worshippers: There wds a serpertine queue
also. of. worshippers waiting. to enter the sanctum. sanctorum.
[ nervously but hopefully looked sideways- at:the: platform: and
lol , The worst .had come to- happen! Deyotees:had cornered.every
available space on  the: platform.-and my: favourite place was
ocoupied. by a . couple of persens, who;seemed:to: have: made
themselves - so- very, comfurtable. that; |.imagined; they. would:
coptinue (0:.sit there. till eternity.

Crestfallen and with my enthusiasm almost at its nadir,
| joined the long queue of worshippers outside the sanctum
sanctoruam.” After a tithe, which seémed’agesto méf_.ii:_-%t'h_g{fuppy
and " self-pitying state of mind ' 1 then was, I faﬁ'ﬁﬁhmyéﬂlf‘:'g
the head of the queue. I handed over fiower garland, prasad
and other things to the priest, bowed down before the idol of
Shri Hanuman and hurriedly came out into’ th¢ main hall,

I tookia- furtive glande 'at the"platform &#nd*noticed that
there was no' change-in the gitbation &xcepfthat my" favourite
place ‘on thé platform ‘was’no longer dcéipiéd by persons,” whotir
| bad’ seen “earliét. In* their pldite stood“a than ‘Who, "6y’ his
dress and * depertment, | 'appeaféti*4o '‘beVa - peon’ br * pet§oral
attendarit of ‘a MdHiraj¥ or a big"dhot, ' THE mah*was tall
sturdy “and’ hud @ " teINHE® look “abdut Hid. ' He Was elefadily
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dressed in green ‘achkan’ with a matching belt embroidered
with ‘zari’ and spotlessly white ‘churidar’ pyjames and wore
a beautiful white turban with golden and red stripes which
further enhanced its beauty. Near his feet lay two trays, one
filled with puja articles such as a flower-garland, agarbattis,
dhoop, camphor etc. and the other with fruits and sweets of
various kinds. Obviously, 1 thought, the man was waiting for
the arrival of his master. As [ slowly made my way to the
platform, I noticed that the man was intently looking at me with
a smiling face. But frustrated and sour as I was, | saw wicked-
ness in that smile! I imagined the man was taking a secret de-
light in my plight and discomfiture! What cheek ! I thought.

I inched my way through the thick crowd of eager
worshippers and stopped a few inches away from the platform
to take-stock of the situation, Suddenly and clearly I heard
the words, *“Welcome sir, I am waiting for you'.  (“Aiye Saab,
main apkahi intazar kar raha hun’’). [ looked up and saw that
the manp; with the two trays at ‘his feet, was beckoning me to
where he was standing. He put. away the two trays, stepped
aside and lovingly, with his face lit up with bewitching smile,
invited me to occupy my favourite seat on the platform.

I was so elated at my good fortune in retrieving my
favourite place that I simply failed to comprehend that something
strange - and incredible, something out of tbe ordinary had
happened! 1 not only completely forgot to show the elementary
courtesy of thanking the man for his great and gracious act,
but even did not take another look at thr man.

I settled down in my seat to read the Hanuman Chalisa
and the other stotras. It took me six minutes or so to complete
the reading and then good manners returned to me as suddenly
as they had left me! 1| decided, though late, to expréss my
thanks to the man for his exceptionally kind gesture in giving
up his place on the platform for my sake, I rose from my
seat and looked around me for the ;ood samaritan but he was
nowhere near me,
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Standing on the platform, I surveyed the whole crowd before

me to look for my benefactor, who would have been easily
i /the ' iddt of

spotted by me 'ih ‘the 'thidét of the’orowd because of his very

distinctive dress, But where was he? I got off the platform
and frantically searched for him inside and outside the temple;

but he had vanished without a trace!

I approsched a priest, who was known to me and who
was sitting on the platform a few paces away from me. I gave

him an exact description  of the man and asked him if he had
seen a man of that description coming in or going out of the

temple. He said that he had been sitting there for quite a long
time, but had not noticed the man I was-looking for.

: WIS?DI‘R then dawned on me! I realized that “‘the peon
or _personal attendant of a Mahnra]a or a big shot'* was none
other than the master Himself, ever watchful, ever alert, ever
compassionate, ever mercifull The dress, the Master had donned,
(perfect actor and clever masquerader as He is!) completely
misled me and put me off my guard! But I ought not to have
been so daft as not to have understood the significance and
nature of the words, “Welcome sir, I am waiting for you’.

I came out of the temple in a mood full of remorse and

self~reproachment. On my way back home, I reflected on the
very strange and incredible happening, Recollection came to me

of that chapter in Shri Hemadpant's ‘Shri Sai Satcharit” in
which the author, in his inimitable style, has recountéd how
the Master, masquaradmg s a rajput tohga’drivér hdd ca¥ried

Bipu gir in his tnngﬁ fo' the' 'testdénce “of “Shri ‘Natihsdhe®
Chandorkar, 16ft him théré"dnd*thén'disappeared without a trace.

The lesson that was brought home to me éaa it was umpteen
times befure) was that the Master in His infinite mercy fulfills

the smallest wish of His devotee just as a luvmg mother attends
to the slightest whim of her beloved child, regardless ‘of the
trouble or sacrifice she has to undergo. Glory be to the Master!

'R, ‘8. 'OChitnis
‘27, Rajpor Road, Qivil Lines, Delhi §4



RAMAVALLABHADAS

Marathi literature abounds in devotional and philosophical
writings of the great saints Tukaram, Ramdas, Jnaneshwar,
Eknath, Namadev and others, However Ramavallabhadas, whose
Shri Krishna Jayanti Vratakatha is celebrated with great eclat
by Chitrapur Saraswats (who speak konkani), is virtually unknown
to many people. The author discovered this repeatedly whenever
he mentioned Ramavallabhadas to his numerous friends and
acquaintances, including some top literateurs. Hence this article
is being written so as to acquaint them of their lost treasure,

Saint Ramavallabhadas in his ‘poorvashram’ was known as
Tukopant, He was born in 1610 A. D, at Deogiri (LDaulatabad)
of parents of a religious bent of mind. From his childhood, he
displayed high intelligence and soon after his Upanayanam,
Ramavallabhadas acquired a mastery over the Vedas and the
sacred literature, The religious atmosphere at home fostered
bhakti in the young boy and gradually he developed a complete
dispassion towards the world and its glittering attractions.
Ramavallabhadas spent most of his time in Satsang, Shravan,
Kirtan and worship. His father went on a pilgrimage of holy
places and so even at a young age, Ramavallabhadas had to
leave his village and work for administration of the ruler of
Deogiri in order to support his family. He, however continued
his sadhana as before and gradually his desire for self-knowledge
developed into a deep yearning which, in turn, resulted in
spontaneous writing of poetry. This intense love for the Lord
naturally brought a Guru in the form of a sannyasin, who
gave him a [Mantra and taught him the traditional wisdom.
Ramavallabhadas became a Jnani and he completely renounced
the world.

Tukopant’s father, Ambajipant, was a Nayak in the historical
fort of Deogiri mear Aurangabad. In his eighteenth year, he
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runs through every line of the bhajans composed by Saint
Ramavallabhadas, which are sung during $Shri Krishna
Jayanti Pestival,

Several disciples of Ramavallabhhadas-Lakshmidhardas,
Krishnadas and others also wrote beautiful songs in the same
style as that of their Guru. Krishnadas went to Hemmady
in Coondapur district where he celebrated Janmashtami, The
author remembers with nostalgia, one of the Janmashtami
celebrations at Hemmady which he attended in his childhood.
Gradually this vrata spread among the Chitrapur Saraswats all
over North and South Kanara. Naturally the vrata travelled
with them to Bombay and other places wherever the members
of the community migrated.

One of the most enjoyable annual events in the author’s
childhood was this Krishna Jayanti celebration in Saraswat
Colony, Santacruz. In addition to the public celebration, the
author's grandmother had her own vrata at home, Of course,
we, the children of the Colony, loved and adored Krishna for
his pranks and mischief, We admired Him for being so colourful
and for His excellent tastes in food, which we received as
prasad. (In the last however, Ganesh was a strong competitor
of Krishnal)

In the Saraswat Club at Santacruz in Bombay, there is a
beautiful sculpture of Krishna which is decorated differently
every day of the eight day festival. On Monday Krishna becomes
Shiva, on Tuesday or Friday He assumes the form of a Goddess,
on Saturday Hanuman and on Sunday the Sun. Slowly we learnt
to sing the bhajans set to beautiful ragas and talas unknowingly
developing appreciation of the great classical music of India, We
knew most of the bhajans by heart, Whenever any word in a
bhajan reminded the children of somebody in the Saraswat
Colony, they uttered the word loudly; this “‘mischief”’ was passed
on to the sueceeding generations! Last year the author was
happy to note that this tradition still continues!
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It is only recently that the author began to appfetiate the
deep meanings contained inthe devotional songs of' Ramavallabhadas.
Here an attempt is made to present a small sampling of his
great philosophical poetry and urge the ' teaders: to read the
original EBWIWAIRET sftFwwsigdt aasar 4th Edition, 1978,
B. R. Karkal and G. S. Sthalekar, Flat no. 78, 3/6 Talmakiwadi,
Tardeo Road, Bombay, 400007, |

All of us are born innocent. As we grow up, we soon dis-
cover that there is no total happiness in any of the life experiences.
Certain events such as successes, achievements etc. make us bappy
for some time and some others such as loss of relatives or friends,
failures etc. make us sad, Instinctively we aveoid unpleasant
situations and hanker after the pleasant ones. [Every experience
leaves something to be desired and we feel inadequate. We
yearn after something that will give us complete happiness.
During this time we are constantly exposed to the enchanting
stories from the Puranas and léearn how Prahlad, Dhruva and
others won over the Lord asa result of their intense devotion. We
begin to live in a world of faptasy hoping to receive the Lord’s
darshan and pray intensely. The following bhajan of Shri
Ramavallabhadas calls Lord Krishna ardently and requests him
to meet the saint. |

Go || Ro || qareqT FEA1 | FATSAT WEA | FIWiGH
g WA | g 3T wrRr Nl o n HT FE T HYETD M L
geR@EAl Al @ aler | afeafeea gaaEar | § A X
g1 Il R | gegi gm@ar g fGEar | e 9ve B
QT A1 143 Fg 0N USiEEET | 8a FE | oA
Xge R AT A1 1T AXFFE 0 ¥ | FEGET M
zigr ar | gfeafeaaaaman | § 3 X g1 |« | shEsan
smar | garsar faear | sfaEeere /) AT | g A7
s I & 0 ¥z X T AgEEA s
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When nothing happens after years of worship, bhajans etc,
then we begin to blame ourselves for our sins and ask for the
.Lord’s pardon, In the following bhajan Shri Ramavallabhadas
- requests the lord to excuse him for his sin.

(-39, qe-fEe

Jo [ 2RO N JAYUY @HI, FR T MY | THAENRT

1 || go | & gW, THRRAT T | FEv HOAR,
gt 0 ¢ 0 Rerfar g9, Afe @ 9@ 1 smfrn &,

o RN FgEEE, G e | wEeadE,
s a3 s

We visit holy places, meet holy men, read ‘self-help’ books
and try anything that anyone suggests such as Asanas, Pranayama,
fasts etc. The following bhajan describes these various ways

of praying to the Lord.

o | PR || IAT R 3 | SEHTR 653 |
S FHagew | 3g 93 frds | R av anfu &=ne |
AMT & gez | Rifr and Wil | §a ¥ gEEw
53 |l L1l FWET WAt | JqI Wi @ &= | S
Riaum arfaat | #az R sygamn | TR ff=3aT |
g1 WA AT | dav AWEta | 390 IQ wwarEn
N go || o0y wReR | @ifa et alt | a5z «ify
Shmt | Raf s=el s | 3 S =98 1| I wwE
sl | malk Rfrat | o @ ==l 1 R 1 Tt
Tiea® | qesdar Isgw | SwaE fewer a% | 3w aifg
W18 | AT ARTH GZHd | g9 W® JAATE | §HAMR
g | wEgagE || R |l )

(to be continued)
Prof. S. A. Naimpally
Professor of Mathematics

Lakehead University, Thunder Bay, Ont P7 B, 5 E 1, Canada



Sai Baba Corrects A Defaulter

A young man came to Shirdi. At Bhojangraha (Gurukripa)
he saw the crowd, His mind was overpowered by a sense of
mischief. Without purchasing lunch coupon he entered the dining
hall and managed to eat food free of charge,

Under the above circumstances, he could have been caught,
scolded and humiliated. It is understood that those who worship
certain deities suffer heavily if they commit a default. On these
lines Baba could have created pain in his stomach or could have
inflicted any other physical or mental punishment.

Merciful Lord adopted a unique method to correct the above
defaulter. Assoon as he came out of the dining hall, instantaneously
Baba made him hungry again. He felt as if he had not taken his
lunch. He was extremely sorry for his mischief; but he was also
happy to learn a lesson. Such a correction did not leave the
bitter effect of punishment, He developed devotion to Baba and
not only silently accepted his mistake but took a bold step to
narrate the incident to others for the benefit of Sai devotees.

Man by nature is quite selfish, He tries to solve his own
problems at the cost of others and in this process many a time
he does not care to preserve the rights of others. In daily life
he commits several defaults. Force of habit causes similar defaults
(to a lesser degree) at the place of pilgrimage. People jump
queues, seek favours for personal comfort and gain by creating
inconvenience, hardship and loss to others, Those who behave
in this fashion should note that the net result of such manipulations
is zero as referred to in the above story,

By the grace of Baba, the conduct of Shirdi Sansthan
employees and devotees in general is quite satisfactory as discussed
in the editorial of December, 1980, $r

S. R. Joshi
7 Archana, M. G, Road, Ghatkopar East, Bombay 400 077



The Ways of Sai Baba are Inscrutable

The ways of Sai Baba are inscrutable He did not ever
blow any mantra or gave initiation to His devotees even during
his life~-time. He had never attempted to institutionalise the
process of Guru - disciple relationship, Yet He took full care
of His devotees, who felt that they are totally secured under
His all - pervading compassion, He prescribed many a method
to several of His devotees in order to awaken their higher senses
and to put them on spiritual path, He asked some devotees to
recite daily the sacred scriptures (to do nitya parayana); some to
repeat God’s name of their faith; some to undertake pilgrimages;
some to do intense japa and meditation; some to take up repairs
to temples and masjids etc., We many recall numerous such
instances from ‘Sai Satcharita’. Sai Baba had asked Upasani
Baba to desist from doing any work and to sit quietly in
Khandobamandir for a period of 4 years. Sai baba alone knows
the method best-suited to each one of His devotee, judging from
the level of the spiritual development one did attain,

It may look curious and even puzzling as to why Sai Baba
had asked Upasani Baba to sit quiet in Khandobamandir without
involving himself in any work. Sai Baba assured, in no uncertain
terms, that He would look after Upasani Baba in fulfilment of
the promise made to him viz. to confer a Suvarnapatra on him
by transforming him into a Siddha purusha of highest calibre.
One may doubt whether it was a joke cut on him or else how
can one expect to grow spiritually to the staturc of a
Siddhapurusha by sitting quictly in a corner? But the words of
Sai Baba were always impregnent and were never untrue. Let
us make an in-depth study to understand the secret of the method
suggested to Upasani Baba,

By reading ‘Sai Satcharita’ one can understand that Sai
Baba had asked His devotees not to bother about attaining
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ashtanga siddhis, practising yoga and mastering ancient scriptures,
etc. He made it clear that those ‘methods would add to more
confusion and illusion rather than illumining oneself, One would
be intoxicated with pride and- arrogance when once he gains
proficiency in scriptures or attains siddhis and ceaselessly involves
himself in self-aggrendisement rather than self-illumination, This
happens because the man, the average man, has not learnt to
regulate himself and his thoughts. This must have been the reason
why Sai Baba discouraged such methods to His devotees.

The two cardinal principles Sai Baba taught to His dévotees
were 1. Nishtha (unflinching faith) and 2. Saburi (patient
perseverence). He cited certain instances from His own life
(service to His Guru for 12 years) to instil confidence in His
devotees, In the story of Radhabai Deshmukh (chap XVIII
& XIX of Sai Satcharita) Sai Baba narrated how ‘He served
His Guru with pin-pointed devntmu for 12 years, how H: spent
days and nights in gazing at His Guru’s gleeming eyes for getting
His self alltogether, how His mind was filled with no other
thought except that of His guru, how He achieved total
identification with His Guru in thought, spirit and deed. Sai
‘vaba advised the stubborn old lady, Radhabai Deshmukh not to
expect to receive any mantra from any body but to follow Hik
own example and to make Him and His physical form as an
object and idol of worship and to let her thoughts gradually bg
filled with that of Sai Baba, To quote from ‘Sai Satcharita’
“Oh mother, my Guru never tayght m2 any mantra, then how
sball I blow any mantra in your ears? Just remember that Guru’s
tortoise=like loving glance gives us happiness. Do not try to get
mantra or upadesh from anybody. Make me the sole object of
your thoughts and actions apd you will, no doubt, attain
paramartha (the spiritual goal of life).. Look at- me whole
heartedly and I, in turn, look at you similarly, Sitting in this
Masjid, I speak the truth, nothing but the truth. No sadhanas,
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nor proficiency in the six shastras, are necessary, Have faith
and confidence in your Guru. Believe fully that Guru is the sole
Actor or Doer. Blessed is he who knows the greatness of
his Guru and thinks him to be Hari, Hara and Brahma
(Trimurti) incarnate".

This gospel of Sai Baba was intended not only to that
lucky Radhabai Deshmukh but also a nectar to all His devotees,
to every one of us,. The method prescribed by Sai Baba has
indeed a deep spiritual significance. Such a practice, if followed
ceaselessly, would help a seeker to detach his mind from his
actions and he would shape himself, in course-of time, into a.
true karmayogi, doing things for things’ sake and yet concentrating
his mind on Sai Baba, the bliss incaramate. -The mind. of such,
a secker gradually attains a state of steadiness.. It is the ‘steady.
mind" that is clearly receptive to spiritual awakening and is sure.
to attain the state of total identification with the object of worship,
as ‘described by Sai Baba in the story of Radhabai- Deshmukh..
Sai Baba assured His devotees that such ‘seekers are sure to
expericnce a total merger with the divine or cosmic consciousness.-
Under the wake of this assurance of Sai Baba, under His all-.
pervading compassion and omniscient guidance, it is up to His:
devotees to put into practice, honestly and earnestly, the methods
prescribed by Sai Baba.

In the context of the golden advice given by Sai Baba to
Radhabai Deshmukh -and Hemadpant regarding the method of
practising meditation, we may try to understand the significance
of the method 'sugygested to Upasani Baba. Sai Baba knew fully
well that Upasani Baba was a highly developed soul, having
done intense tapas and attained the state of samadhi in his earlier
years, His mind might have attained the state of ‘steadiness’.
Sai Baba had therefore asked him to sit ‘quiet’ in Khandoba
mandir, quite aloof from the crowd around. The real intention
in.asking Upasani Baba to sit quict was to_keep his mind ‘quite’,
free from” d)l thoughts, Upasani Baba was asked to achieve a
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state of ‘thought-free’ and a ‘still mind® during his seclusion in
Khandoba Mandir. ‘Stillness’ of mind is the highest state of
of spiritual development one can perceive and it is possible only
when oneself is, in and out, detached, Such a ‘still mind’ is
ready to realise the self and experience merger with the supreme
consciousness. We can now understand that what was best
suited to him was prescribed to Upasani Baba by Shri Sai Baba.

It may be interesting to know that the method suggested
to Upasani Baba was not casual as it was apparent but carries
the crux and essence of what all is said in the sacred scriptures,
The most peculiar aspect of Sai Baba’s methods is that the seeker
follows the path laid down in the ancient scriptures unknowingly
and involuntarily and every devotee of Sai Baba feels assured
that he is receiving the guidance of Sai Baba at every step
and at every stage.

It is pertinent to recall here the famous quotation from
Jagadguru Adi Sankaracharya (Bhaja Govindam)

geguE fA:dman | fdva fagigam!
faqigad frweaay| fraea shaqafs: i

“Satsangatve Nissangatvam, Nissangatve Nirmohatvam
Nirmohatve Nischalatatvam, Nischalatatve Jeevanmuktihi®’

Is it not astounding that the method prescribed by Sai Baba
to Upasani Baba is not different from the sayings in the scriptures?
How apt and true it is that Hemandpant repeatedly proclaimed
in ‘Sai Satcharita' that the ways of Sai Baba are inscrutable?

Let us humbly bow before the Lord Sainath, the Lord of
Lords, to shower His grace in abundance and to guide us on the

right path. *x

S. S. Madhava Rao
16-11-741/3 A, Moosarambagh Dilshuknagar, Hyderabad-500036
Andhra Pradesh.



Mrs. Sarojini Mulye

Mrs. Sarojini Mulye is
the President Designate of the
Seventh Annual Gathering of the
contributors to Shri Sai Leela
Magazine, which is proposed to
he held at Shirdi on the 3rd
and 4th of February 1981. She
is the daughter of late Shri
Laxman Ganesh Mahajani, whose
mention is made in Chapters 12
and 35 of the Sai Satcharita
as ** Kaka Mahajani*. Mrs.
Mulye was born on 2nd May 1910 at Bandra and she was
blessed by Shri Sai Baba in her childhood. She inherited Sai
devotion from her father, who was a sincere devotee of Shri Sai
Baba. The name of the mother of Mrs. Mulye was Savitribai,
who was also a Sai devotee.

Mrs. Mulye studied upto Matriculation at the Hujurpaga
High School, Pune. She was married with Shri Bhaskar Vinayak
Mulye at Indore in December 1928. Shri Mulye was orginally
serving in Holkar State Offices at Indore and after the merger
of the states, he was taken over in the Administrative Services
of Madhya Bharat and Madhya Pradesh. When he retired from
service in 1962, he was holding the responsible post of Education
Secretary. After retirement, Shri Mulye is doing social work
in various public institutions at Indore.

Mrs. Sarojini Mulye has only one daughter, named Leela.
Mrs, Mulye has love for classical music and she plays on the
Harmonium and Dilruba, wherein she has passed many
examinations. She was an Office Bearer of the Tukoganj Bhagini
Mandal for a long time and has liking for social work, Only due
to our good luck, we have been able to persuade such an
accomplished lady like Mrs, Mulye to preside over the ensuing
gathering, — EDITOR.



What i1s-Vedant Philosophy ?

What philosophy does Bhagawadgita inculcate? At the outset
it may be said that, *‘it showers {he nectar of advaita.” It sets
forth the divine origin of man and the ‘way to reach the divine,
being freed from the thraldom of maya, The gradual stages and
modes of treading in the path of parmartha are clearly though
succinctly shown by the Lord to Arjun. Bhagawadgita is thus the
basis of the adwaita or Vedant philosophy.

‘gt sgafer’’ *“He I am' or “That thou art” ggsgafg These

two short sentences form: the basis of the whole doctrine of the
Vedant or the adwait philosophy and on the realization and proper
understanding of their inner meaning lies the theory of salvation.
In these sentences “g'’: and ‘‘gg’’  stand for the Almighty and

a;gy and &y for the finite soul are shown by-the words afEq
and 3fa.

The adwait philosophy inculcates that the supreme soul and
the embodied soul are essentially one and that the finite being
(sftarem), freed from the veil of maya (qm}-Nescicnce) is Brahma.

By gqifiy and the other ways discussed herein, the embodied soul

begins to realize the intrinsic condition and becomes identified
with the Almighty.

During g#1fy, the embodied soul and the supreme soul are

in upion ‘‘(gHIfy : awaArEEd SEEATEHAETA ;). There is much

to be done before one can reach the stage of being able to have
a grify perfectly, So one can follow the ways of Shri Sai Baba

when He went into gqif§, The Bhagawadgita shows mq:n"(thc
ways) of salvation and is thus a science for actual practice.

It is not a mere verbal knowledge of “sgg snfew |. That
is the aim, There should be a realization, experience (37q+d)
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of such a stage, the highest goal of the Vedant philosophy, which
is sg (salvation). When this stage is reached, then the devotee

obtains an experience of the condition, described as follows:~
“Rrer gedfy ;| e eddman )
shad s swfifr | aferg == quay 1 ”

“Samsara or phenomensal existeace, whose main factor is the
bondage of birth and death in succession, is unreal and is the
result of illusion. Due to ignorance, the supreme self, is mistaken
for the unreal world in the same way in which a rope may be
mistaken for a serpent, in the dusk of the evening, Both bondage
and liberation are thus illusory., Since there is no real bondage
at all, how can there be liberation from it? Yet, liberation or
moksha is relatively spoken of and can only result from a thorough
knowledge of the reality behind and beyond and undearneath and
within the real.”

The Vedant philosophy is discussed in the Upnishads. After
passing through the preliminary stages of action and devotion,
the devotee becomes fit for the higher stage, which sets forth
how the human soul is a spark of the divine soul or Supreme
being and how sftgwT can reunite with paramatma This process
of sfigin becoming ready to be united with qumimy is naturally

a long one and must take a long time as Bhagwan well points
out when He saysi-

“ameewafieEn afy @ afe |”

We all acknowledge the gradual rise from one step to
another in the pursuit of worldly sciences or arts,. Why then
and how can the present tendency to jump to the highest step
be justifiable? Even at the cost of repetition it must be said
emphatically that when several years are required to learn the
arts or sciences that epable one to earn one's bread and live
comfortably in this world, is it not necessary that much more
‘-2 ztould be reauired for attaining the highest good? Where
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then lies the mistake? The fault lies with us, who while earning
our bread, forget the higher duties and our God,

Shri Tukaram's memorable words ‘“‘sreqT 3gudi JraTdisgT
grzr’’ must always be borne in mind. Vedant does not discourage
any good act, but on the contrary that greatest system of
philosophy advocates the doing of everything for the public good
and offering it up as the worship to the supreme soul.

The Bhagawadgeeta preaches the philosophy, which the
great and small may follow, without any distinction. Nothing
is to be abandoned for the performance of the functions which
lead to paramartha, but everything, every good and useful thing,
is to be done in a higher frame of mind, in a self-less manner,
Activity, however, is not the be shunned, for the constant refrain
of thé Lord’s advice to Arjun is “Fight for duty’s sake’” with
tbe mind devoted to the Almighty,

The embodied soul owes a duty to the family, to his country,
to the people amongst whom ke moves or is born. The service of
all these in a disinterested manner is a noble worship of God,
the Creator of this phenominal world in the ordinary sense, who
pervades it, witnessing like a lamp the actions of the finite beings
who are endowed with a power of raising themselves to the
highest stage and being reunited with the paramatma. That thou
art (gqeawfg) this is the aim to be realized and of course it is

the highest stage.

Why the Almighty created all this world? This question is
answered by the Upanishads thus: “q#lsgq wgeas| g |”
The endeavours of every man are directed to secure comfort by
acquiring wealth in these days of struggle for existence, The
general tendency secems to be care for today, with little thought
for tomorrow. The life to come is doubted and the past existence
is ignored. In persons of such temperament, it is difficult to
plant spezy (faith). Blind faith in the region of the search 'after
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the infinite is better and more safe than no faith at all, [t is
impossible for a finite being to investigate everything and then to
believe it. The collective wisdom and experience of humanity
cannot be thrown aside or ignored altogether.

In this connection it may be said aptly that too much of
inquisitiveness or display of learning is not desirable or required
in treading the path of paramartha, With strong faith in the
Almighty, the devotee must proceed realising the moral in the
well known words of the Maharashtrian saint 1- “Fftfizr fivft

a1 N 3rsgr sfEgam=r ax1”’. The Almighty can be approached by
various ways of worship and all are, if sincerely and truly followed
acceptable to the supreme being, This is what Lord Shri Krishna
has said to Arjun :

A gur A Uy diGds werEgy | 7

True devotees must fearlessly and zealously proceed, working
for the good of humanity and lending their help in the national
uplift, bearing in mind the hopeful and unfailing words of
Shri Krishna : -
BEANAIENIREATAS aW ¢ |
ARATIEAHEE] FA0dA wrear 0 ¢ |

The Almighty never disregards His devotees, He gives them
&= by which they can approach Him, provided they unswervingly
and constantly devote themselves to Him, living a life of harmony
with the Divine Law. It should be ever borne in mind that a
bhakta will never be ruined in any sense of the term, for the Lord
has emphatically told this to Arjun .

“graq gfaerfife @ 7 uw; g’
“a fg wervFa sfan gl am TRy

With such divine assurances and with the aid of the company
of His devotees (saints) the worker in the path of paramartha,
should hopefully and undoubtingly go on trying and wishing to
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do good to all his family, his country and the world at large
because the very desire to'do good to others is the surest way

of securing one's own good.

Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi was a real or incarnate Saint, in
fact Lord, He followed the path explained by Lord Krishna to
Arjun, He was all in all a Vedantist, 7

Vaman H. Pandit
17, Khatipura Road, Indore City ( M. P.)

The Best Book on SAl BABA

A MISSION DIVINE! ™

Sri A. N. Ramaswamy of Bangalore says;

“Your book is INCOMPARABLE, UNPARALLELED,
SUPREME, SUBLIME and STUPENDOUS!"

520 pages of a thrilling reading experience for only
Rs. 45-00 : Postage Rs. 4-50 : No. V. P. P.

PRASHANTI PRAKASHAN

5, Vasant Apartments, Plot 47, Kastur Park,
l - Shimpoli Road, Borivli (W), Bombay-400 092
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Presentation of Peacock—=Chariot
to Shirdi Sansthan
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The Peacock-Chariot, Shri Bhausaheb Vartak, Barrister Babasaheti
Bhosale and Shri Jadhav Master

Shri D. K. Jadhavmaster, Dirécfor of Mahila Kdala Mandir,
Bombay, fabricated a beautiful Peacock-Chariot decorated with
cut-glass pieces and presented it to the Shirdi Santhan at
function, held at Shirdi, on. Sunday the,2nd. Nevember 1980, i

Shri Sai Baba gave darshan’to-Shri Jadhavniaster and blesseci
him with these words, “In fabricating a peacock-chariot fi me
you will reach the zenith of your art and all the devoteés from
abroad, coming for my darshan will appreciate your art very
much.'”” Due to these blessings. Shri Jadhavmaster decided to
fabricate a chariot for Shri Sai Baba ,and overcoming all
difficulties he completed thé work,

of taking darshan of the chairot, Shri Jadhav inaugurated i

As the Sai devotees in Bombay, should .l;avg}.qg___sp,portuniti
at Guruprasad, Kalanagar, Baidra (E), at the #uspicious Hands
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of Shn Gajanan Mnl;.prnj, Pnttuhr from Thlne- Thnuﬂnd: of ,
Sai deyotees saw the Cbarmt at thnt time and ppmcutad th:l
art of Shri Jadhavmaster mth one voice.

The Peacok-chariot is ecighteen feet in length. It has a
pair of .two white horses. There are in all sixtyone earthen
lamps (gqu™r) on the chariot, which indicate the sixtyfirst year
of the mahasamadhi of ShriBaba. There are in all four peacocks,
two on each side, which decorate the chariot, The driver is sitting
at his place and inside the chariot Shri Mhalasapati, the best of
shri Baba's devotees, is seen sitting and bowing to Shri Baba.
Three trucks were required to transgport this chariot from Bombay
to Shirdi and it is now placed in the garden just opposite to the
Samadhi Mandir in a specialnglass—'-houﬂclerecwd for that purpose.

Barrister Babasaheb Bhosale, presents the Chariot to
Shri Kakresaheb

The function of presenting this Chariot at the auspicious
hands of Barrister Shri Babasaheb Bhosale, Judiciary and Law
Minister of the Mabarashtra State took place at 6 p. m. on
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Sunday the 2nd November 1980. At the beginning Shri Jadhay
Master worshipped Shri Baba’s Samadhi and offered a shawl.
Then the worship of the Chariot was done by Shri Babasaheb
Bhosale and the function took place under the Presidentship of
Shri Bhausaheb Vartak. Ex-Minister of the Maharashtra State,

At the outset of the function, Shri K. H. Kakre, the Court
Receiver of Shirdi Sansthan, welcomed all in his inaugural speech
and explained what the function was about. Shri Martand
Bhagat, the son of Shri Mhalasapati, Shri Nanasaheb Rasne and
Shri Amrit Patil, who are old devotees of Shri Baba, who had
seen Him in fiesh and blood and who were blessed by Him,
were felicitated by the Shirdi Sansthan by offering them a shawl
and a cocoanut, Shri Jadhavmaster was thereafter felicitated
by offering him a shawl and a cocoanut. The art of Shri
Jadhavmaster was highly appreciated and it was wished that in
future Shri Jadhavmaster will produce such beautiful pieces of
of art, which will bring fame to Maharashtra State.

Barrister Babasaheb Bhosale felicitating Shri Jadhavmaster
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Shri Bhausaheb Vartak, the President, then delivered a
speech appreciating the highly technical art of Shri Jadhavmaster
and congratulated him for having fabricated such a masterpiece
after taking great pains and labour, Mrs. Vartak also was
present on the occasion,

In his speech, Shri Babasaheb Bhosale also praised the
artistic work of Shri Jadhavmaster and after wishing a long and
happy life to Shri Jadhavmaster, he declared that the peacock
Chariot was dedicated to the Shirdi Sansthan and formally handed
it over to the Court Receiver,

All the guests, invitees and the President praised Shri
Kakresaheb, the Court Receiver, for having looked to all their
comforts during their stay at Shirdi, This unique function ended
after a vote of thanks was proposed by Shri G. A. Chavan, the
F'Stcrctary of the Mahila Kala Mandir, Bombay,

T e SR SN e e e e
! OBITUARY

5 We are sorry to inform our readers that Mrs, Malati-
| devi Mulay, wife of Shri M. V. Mulay, retired Judge of the
~ Labour Court at Nasik, expired at Ahmednagar on Sunday
the 21st December 1980 (Datta Jayanti) after prolonged
illness. She was a sincere Sai devotee and stayed at Shirdi
for long time for worshipping Shri Sai Baba daily and for
attending all the functions in the Samadhi Mandir. Because
of her loving nature she was famous at Shirdi as *‘“*‘Mulay
Bai''. We sincerely pray at the feet of Shri Sai Baba that

the departed soul may rest in peace.

—EDITOR




Silver Jubilee Function of The Charity
Commussioner s Office

Twenty five years before, a separate office to look after
the Charitable institutions in the Maharashtra State was started
and the Charity Commissioner was placed at its head. In order
to commemorate the occasion a grand function was held at Shiwaji
Mandir, Dadar, on Monday the 19th January 1981 at 4 p.m.
The whole atmosphere was sanctified by the melodious tunes of;
Shahanai, The Charity Commissioner himsalf, and, his officers
were welcoming all the invitees. The staff of the Charity
Commissioner’s office was requesting the invitees to occupy' théir
earmarked seats,

The function started exactly at 4. p, m.. - The'Dy. Chatity’
Commissioner, Shri Kadam, in his inaugural speech, welcomed
all the invitees and raquested Shri Babasaheb Bhosale, Judiciary
and Law Minister of the Maharashtra State, to take the Chair
and to conduct the function. After Shri Babasaheb Bhosale
formally took the chair, the Trustees of the various Charitable
Trusts, who were the invitees, felicitated Shri Bhosale by
garlanding him.

In his speech, Shri Deshpande, Director of Accounts said,
““Shirdi Sansthan is a leading Charitable institution in Maharashtra,
whose accounts are maintained so meticulously that no one can
raise the slightest doubt of mismanagement there, The Shirdi
Sansthan is more or less an ideal charitable institution in the
Maharashtra State. Shri V. S, Apte, the Chief Accounts Officer
of Shirdi Sansthan, then felicitated Shri Babasaheb Bhosale by
garlanding him. Miss Rekha Dighe, Senior Accountant of the
Shirdi Sansthan, thereafter felicitated Sau. Bhosale by offering a
garland to her.
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| All Ex-Charity Commissioners were then felicitated at the
hands of Shri Babasaheb Bhosale by offering them a shawl and
a cocoanut. - A medal of meritorius service was presented to all
the employees of the Charity Commissioner’s Office, who had
completed 25 years of their service in that Office. The book
captioned ‘‘Public Trust Act’" written by the Charity Commissioner,
Shri G, S. Pande' and the Silver Jubilee Souvenir were then
published by the President, Shri Babasaheb Bhosele.

Maharashtra is a state where the people, speaking various
languages and professing various religions stay in harmony. This
was manifested in the speeches, delivered by different people in
various languages during the function. Shri Vijay Merchant, who
is having Gujrati as his mother tongue, spoke in Marathi. Shri
Ruiya spoke in Hindi, One Trustee from Ghatkoper, addressed
the meeting in Gujrati, while Shri Gogte spoke in Marathi,
One trestee of the Shanmukhanand Society addressed in English.
The special feature of the meeting may be mentioned as the
speech of Shri Gulam Dastagir in simple Sanskrit, which was
understood by all. In a way this speech suggested that Sanskrit
was the mother of all Aryan languages. Many trustees from
different Charities, who attended the function, praised the staff
of the office of the Charity Commissioner for the co—operation
that they are giving to them whenever they go to that office for
any work.

Shri G. S. Pande, the Charity Commissioner, explained in
short the working of his office and pointed out the way in which
his office keeps control over the Charitable institutions in the
State. In his Presidential address Shri Babasaheb Bhosale said,
‘*All the office-stafl’ should attend to their duty faithfully. This
itself will amount to service of the God. The service to humanity
is nothing else but service of God. As God does not eat the
naivedya offered to Him, but only looks at it and fulfills the
desires of his devotees; similarly all the employees in Government
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Offices should adopt this same attitude towards the work entrusted
to them. This will solve most of the problems of the public.”

After a vote of thanks was proposed by Shri Jadhav, the
Dy. Charity Commissioner, the programme of the firsr day of
the Jubilee function of the Office of the Charity Commissioner
came to an end.

Joy is A Noble Virtue

A very wealthy man had no children and he was gradually
losing the joy of his wealth. He became a picture of sorrow.
In the opposite house lived a very poor man with a dozen children,
and he was happy all the time. The rich man openly asked the
poor man one day what the secret of his joy was in spite of his
poverty. The poor man bluntly said : ““You want children to inherit
vour wealth, but to us our children are our wealth. Your wealth
gives you fear and anxiety but our wealth gives us perennial joy
in spite of our poverty.” On serious reflection, the rich man
understood the secret of joy. He decided to treat the poor man’s
children as his. Slowly he gave away all his wealth for children’s
welfare and thus became the father of all children. He became
immortal by the immortal joy he enjoyed. *

Saipadananda Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji
President All India Sai Sama) Madras 4
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Publications of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi

Shri Sai Satcharita (Marathi) Rs. 22.00 3

Shri Sai Satcharita (English) Rs. 12.50 %
Shri Sai Satcharita (Gujrati) Under Print 32
Shri Sai Satcharita (Hindi) Rs. 12.00 §
Shri Sai Satcharita (Kanarese) Rs. 8.00 %
Shri Sai Baba Jeevitacharitram (Telugu) Rs, 12,00 $

do do (Sindhi) Rs. 10.00
Gujarati Pothi (Sharananand) Rs. 5.50 %
Shri Sainath Stawanmanjiri & Sumananjali Rs. 0.30 ¢

do do (Gujarati) Rs. 0.30 3

Four Adhyayas by Dasganu (Marathi) Under Print ¢

Sagoonopasana (Marathi) 13. (Gujrati) 14, (Telugu)

Re. 0.50 Re. 0.50 Rs. 2.00 /

Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi by Pradhan Under Print
Sai Leclamrit Marathi 17, Hindi  18. Gujarati 3§
Rs. 6,00 Rs. 5.50 Rs, 4.25 .

Sai Baba in Pictures Rs. 2.75 %
Shri Sai Baba Awatarkarya (A. Y. Dhond) Under Print 3
Mulanche Sai Baba (Marathi) Rs. 1.25 X
Children’s Sai Baba (Gujarati) 1.00 23. (Eng) Rs, 1.75
do do (Telugu) Rs. 1.50 25. (Hindi) 1.75

Sai Keertanmala (Marathi) Rs. 0.75 %

Sai The Superman by Sai Sharananand Rs. 5.25 &

Guide to Shirdi (English) 29.(Marathi) 30. (Gujarati)
Re, 1.00 Re. 1.00 Rs. 1 60

The Great Saint Shri Sai Baba (Mar) -/50 32, (Eng.) 0.50 3
Sa; Baba of Shirdi by Perin S. Bharucha Rs. 5.00 j
Rudradhyaya Re. 0.60 ¢
Marathi Brochure Re. 0:50 ¥

Keertan Panchak Re. 0.50

Available at := 1. Receiver, Shri Sai1 Baba Sansthan,

P. O. Shirdi, Dist Ahmednagar.

2. Sai Niketan, 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Rd,
Dadar, Bombay - 400 014,
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