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SEARCH THE MARE NEAR THE NALA

Chandpatil, a resident..of Dhoop village, in the
Aurangabad District, lost his mare on his way to
Aurangabad. On his return journey, he noticed at a
distance of about nine miles from Aurangabad that a fakir
was sitting under a mango tree. On Knowing from
Chandpatil that he had lost his mare, the fakir said, “Go
and search your mare near the Nala” And wonder of
wonders ! Chandpatil found his mare near the Nala. This
same fakir came to Shirdi later on and became famous
as Shri Sai Baba,
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POOQOJA

Pooja (Worship) is a very favourite and sacred ritual of the
Hindus. Every Hindu likes to go through this ritual as often as
possible. In every Hindu house worship is done in some form
or the other, Apart from this worship, which is done in the
houses by individuals, worship is done publically at several places
in public festivals like Ganapati festival, Navratri festival or in
the Satyanarayan Pooja. In all Hindu temples, the ritual of
worship has a special importance and it is attended by the
devotees with great devotion.

Though sometimes a photo is worshipped or even a cocoanut
or a beetal- nut is worshipped, still the most popular form of
worship is that of an idol which is made of marble, stone, clay,
earth, wood, copper, bronze, silver or gold. This i ol-worship
seems to be current in this country for many centuries. However
if we go as far back as the Vedic times we feel that the idol
worship must not be current in those days. From the Vedic
hymns in praise of Usha (dawn), Indra, Varuna, Agni, elc, we
feel that the forces of nature were being treated in those days as
Gods and they were being prayed in tbeir invisible forms, It
appears that sometime after that different idols of Gods came to
be formed and paturally as they were created by human beings,
the idols of Gods came to be modelled after themselves.

Simultaneously with the idol worship it appears that the
worship of the invisible Brahma was also being practised by some.



EDITORIAL 3

In the very first shloka of the 12th Canto of the Bhagawadgeeta
Arjuna asks the following question to Lord Krishna :

Qd 8dagh! A WEHIEET 9591Ed |
Y ATHELHSTF a9 F AaEFET: || 2R 2 N

(Those persons, who worship you (idol) and those that worship
the invisible (Brahma), out of these two, who are knowing
Yoga better ?)

In the next three shlokas viz, 2, 3 and 4 the Lord gives a
reply to the above question that both these people ultimately go
to God, but in the fifth shloka he says :

FafaFatsammsmETaas Il 22 |y

(The path of those who are meditating on the invisible (Brahma)
is more troublesome)

It thus appears that idol worship was in practice at least
since the days of Mahabharata,

As stated above the idols of God were modelled by man
after himself. So in the worship of God also all things are done
to the idol that are being done to the human beings. The first
step in the worship is removing the flowers offered on the previous
day. The next step is the holy bath. This bath is usually given
with cold water, Sometimes milk is used or rosewater and hot
water are used for the holy bath. In big temples, the holy bath
is a big ritual and it is observed meticulously for a long time as
a daily programme. In places like Shirdi this ritual goes on as
a part of the daily programme for which a time is assigned
every day.

After the bath we put on new clothes (those clothes that
we have sent for washing on the previous day). Hence the idol
is also dressed in new clothes. Of course, this ritual of wearing
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new clothes mostly take place in temples. In the house worship,
this item is more or less absent, The next item is applying the
sandalwood paste and offering flowers of various types. Here it will be
remembered that applying ‘bhasma’ or sndalwood paste or applying
the kumkum (in the case of ladies) after bath is a practice
followed by us and therefore the idol of God also is treated on
the same lines. Waving of the light, lighting the joss sticks and
burning camphor are the practices accompanied with the offering
of ‘naivedya’ to God. As the human beings take their food
after their bath, this naivedya.is offered to God by way of food.
Singing of aarti in temples and in some houses and distribution
of prasad to the devotees brings us to the end of the ritual
pooja. It will be noticed here that only some mile-stones
have been mentioned here in the ritual of pooja and in some
places some other practices might be being followed in between.

Some people, who are conversant with Sanskrit and who
have learnt the ‘mantras’, which are to be said at the time of the
ritual of Pooja, are found to be repeating the mantras as they
proceed with the pooja; but'the majority of the people do not
know these mantras and therefore. their recitation is left to the
priest, who occasionally asks the person performing the pooja,
“sip water”, *‘say mama' -‘*‘clasp hands'’, *‘bow down'’, “offer
flowers™”, “‘apply sandalwood paste,” ¢‘offer akshatas™ (rice) and
so on, Some of the mantras are as follows 1=

“apeqid @l seRawi gAY aaifiaay
gurfifedieamesd @ qei iy |”

(For obtaining long life, health, wealth etc., for my family, I
shall now perform the pooja witht he materials that I could collect.)
 quaiafes gyt 1 (I offer these handful of flowers)

“gefivd emdmfy | ewegwd dwmemd andaify | 9e sfegaa
qd andaifi | @ andnfy ) AdG andarfy | aige afvggas ("
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(I offer tulasi leaf, I offer sadalwood paste and rice. Be pleased
to accept chandan. I offer incense. [ offer light. T offer
Naivedva. Be pleased to take the tambul etc.)

After doing all this ritual and offering all these things to
God the last mantra is “3y@mEd a4 sSrafy a ;Mg a39a | g3

37 7 WAy qAey Qi wadE Bradld aRads grat | gfEa
qa1 &9 qiRqu de&g ¥ | grar s afefs @ g@r o q@ay”

(Oh God, 1 do not know how to invite you. [ do not know
the correct way of your worship. Heace [ would request you to
pardon me. Oh God, I have not carried on your worship with
proper mantra, proper drill, proper devotion. However [ would
request you to consider my worship as complete; but considering
me as your servant, please pardon me for all my faults).

Thus the pooja ends after going through all the aforesaid
drill. Now if we see the last prayer, quoted above, we will find
that after doing everything the devotee casts away his ego
fully and says that he should be pardoned for not knowing all
the ritual properly and that he sould be pardoned as he is a
servant of the God. Now what else is this than what Sai Baba
has been telling to bis devotees that they should cast their ego
and surrender themselves fully to Him.

The traditional way of conducting the pooja is described
above and in this traditional way only, pooja is beeing conducted
in all Sai temples. Of course, the common man has been brought
up in the traditional ways and he will not feel satisfied unless
the pooja and aarati etc, are done in the traditional way,
described above and hence the management of the temples have
to continue doing these rituals in this manner. However if we
try to find what Shri Sai Baba had to say about His pooja, we
will find the following ‘ovees’ in Sai Satcharit,
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OIS waassany | Zq19q qriaRd | 333 @@ 3 s’ @1 | qfear
affafadfia @t ¢ Lo Il 'Yqq @ REar a1 | T@ F goar aks
IR AW gt SR | ®gw e3 d A | Ly oo A€ & faw
RBUS | §1d 842 S04 RS | q1 AW G 3AS | Q9T HE0
fragd ) R 11 A ST ¥ HEEER | DA T AN 1 AT WIg
HIOR | ASS o) F 3 ) 2y 0 TF A AFF@ | AgfA A
fasgrazt | amat aegf & YAz A9 ) & @ maEh 1 Y g

(ar§ e=fta arsq17 1)

(Therefore listen to what Shri Sai Baba, the store of mercy, said
for the welfare of His devotees. *‘Those who are fortunate, those
whose sin has vanised, take to my worship, If you always say
*‘Sai, Sai’ I shall take you over the seven seas. Believe in these
words and vou will certainly be benefited. | do not need any
paraphernalia of worship-either eight-fold or sixteen—fold. I rest
there where there is full devotion,”” Because of his love for the
devotees, Shri Sai Baba spoke like this from time to time. Let
us be happy by remembering these words full of love.)

( Sai Satcharit canto 13)

It will be seen from the above extract, from Sai Satcharit,
that Shri Sai Baba does not expect every devotee to worship him
in the traditional way. He simply wants His devotees to say
“Sai, Sai'’. However we are all slaves of tradition and we do
not get mental satisfaction without conducting the worship in the
traditional way. In this same issue one devotee Shri N. Machander
Das has written an article (Pages 21 to 22) where he has described
how every devotee should worship Shri Sai Baba-

Though Shri Sai Baba says above “3 @it ®s &1 duR”’

(I do not need pooja with paraphernalia) still in chapter nine of
the Sai Satcharit He tells Mrs. Tarkhad,

“Faify @ aEdw @A | W gl qwaet”

(I returned back in the noon without food). Is this a contradiction?
Some may feel that it is a contradiction; but it is not so. Shri
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Sai Baba really says that He does not need any pooja in the
traditional way; but at the same time if anyone wants to do the
pooja, then he says that it should be done without missing any
step and hence he simply points out to Mrs. Tarkhad that the
step of offering the naivedya was missed in the pooja ritual which
was carried out at her house at Bandra by her husband.

Whenever possible we may thus conduct the pooja of Shri
Sai Baba in the traditional way, for getting mental satisfaction;
but when it is not possible Shri Hemadpant has suggested how
we can conduct mental pooja of Shri Sai Baba as follows -

HHIH IT Siaq | & JV  FAWEST | QIUA  AgATET | G
qfoaa gsgear | e || § HAE geifEea 1 FEeErR qEga | 3
g9 g9a¥ | gFE9d & F | ¢ || afas A=y -—-FEe | %23
awdtE iz | 74 #efa oFm afEEe | 1 FEwE 495 ) R%
&1, YET-F1 W1 | A ezwwl Aa@@r | A qEigE wer | wn
dlgt a@fEE || 3o N dfa@Ssr dev | #& gg@ fq@@in | F&
IO FHUQEA | @afEERe amg 33 ) 3% 0 awd dE' sSEagEr |
A M-S | TH A AT FST | €S g A N IR 0

(81 g=af@ 3y=qm %)

(Let us use hot water in the form of tears of joy to wash (Sai's)
feet, Let us besmear His body wtih sandalwood paste of pure
love. Let us cover His body with Ihﬂ cloth of true faith. By
this inner worship (®rEgsT) Wwhich is different from the worship

done with outer paraphernalia we hope to please you and to give
you pleasure. Let us offer the very pure lotus with eight petals
in the form of eight Satwik emotions. Let us offer the fruit in
the form of our concentrated mind, Let us apply on his forehead
bukka (black powder) in the form of devotion., Let us tie the
waistband of sincere Bhakti and place our head on his toes. In
this way let us enjoy a very special festival, Let us decorate the
God with jewelry of love and offer our everything to Him, Let
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us wave chamar of our five ‘pranas’ which will serve the purpose
of an umbrella in order to ward off the heat (of sins). We will
thus offer our pooja with great delight and Oh Sairaja, we will
worship you for accomplishing our wishes),

At home all Sai devotees must be conducting Sai-worship
in the traditional manner, which has been described above, as*we
are brought up in a particular traditional atmosphere where
worship of God has a peculiar formula and we will therefore
not feel that we have worshipped God unless we go through all
the usual drill to which we are accustomed since our childhood.
However in addition to this pooja, every Sai devotee should try
to worskip Sai Buba mentally by offering to Him all the things
described above, which will mean complete surrender at the feet
of Sai Baba, which bhas been stressed at several places in
Sai Satcharita. 5

—

Seventh Anniversary of Shri Sainath
Shiv Mandir

The seventh Anniversary of the above Mandir, which is
located at Building No. 15, Chembur Colony, Bombay 400 074,
will be celebrated on Sunday the 17th February 1985 on the
Mahashivaratri day. All Sai devotees are requested by the
Management to attend the function and get Baba's blessings,



A Journalist Recalls - Part - |

[ Shri G. S. Kalyanpur worked as a journalist in his young
age. He is now 81. His articles, published in Hindusthan Times,
have been compiled in a book form under the caption **Reminisc-
ences of the Gandhian Era'" by an American Publisher and its
3rd edition is published recently. In the following article, Shri
Kalyanpur has recapitulated in his lucid style a few of his
earlier experiences, Editor. ]

Journalists, whether Indian or Foreiga, constitute a strange
cynical tribe. Their cynicism is definitely the outcome of a sense
of self-importance, Once they make good in the profession, they
seem to feel that they can make or mar a politician or build or
destroy an organisation, All the time journalists are conscious
that they are partly feared and partly admired by the public.
Hence their ego,

I was a member of this cynical gang for many years of my
life in Bombay, I worked as a senior sub-editor in an important
English daily npewspaper. Whenever a well-meaning friend
emphasised the need for a patron-saint or a Sadguru in one's life,
I argued that a personal God or Ishta Devata like Ganapathi
was enough to steer me through difficulties, To be honest, I
prayed to a personal God in those days only because my profession
was beset with pitfalls. A hbellous paragraph passed by me
unknowingly, while in charge of an edition, could get me a
dismissal order. A wrong heading could lead me to loss of face,

It was an unexpected turn in my life that brought me to
Shirdi as an ardent devotee of Shri Sai Baba. Some months
before I turned to Baba for help, 1 had called at the clinic of
an eminent consulting physician, Dr. Shripad S. Ugrankar M.D,
(London), M, R. C.P. (London) because | suffered from short
breath, As | entered his consulting room, | saw the doctor
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standing in front of a small photograph of Shri Sai Baba and
trying to adjust a garland of flowers.

“You seem to be an ardent Sai devotee, I observed while
the doctor led me into his X-ray room,

“Yes™, he replied'” Sai Baba has been my god-father
since my early student days. [ owe my success in the profession
to Him and Him alone.”

Dr. Ugraokar briefly narrated that he belonged to a very
poor family, which could not afford his college education. Thanks
to Shri Sai's grace, help seemed to come to him from unexpected
quarters so that he could finish his - Medical course in Bombay
and later qualify for M.D. and M.R.C.P. in London,

Dr. Ugrankar said that he returned from London with a
plan to set up a clinic in Bombay. But he found it impossible
to implement the plan for want of a god-father, It was necessary
for him to work initially as an honorary physician in 8 Government
or Munpicipal Hospital. He found many hurdles in the way of
becoming an honorary, Several senior physicians whom he
approached for help refused to sponsor him.

“One day I stood before Sai Baba's photo in my study room
and wept bitterly”, he said, **My fervent prayers seemed to have
been heard by Baba. Within a few days | was appointed an
honorary physician in the J.J. Hospital at Bombay. Soon followed
my appointment as an honorary Professor of medicine in the
Grant Medical College”.

After a thorough check up of my chest Dr. Ugarankar
expressed concern about my health. He said I was heading for
Asthma, a malady which I had dreaded the most because it was
rampant in my family both on my mother's and father’i side.

As he handed me the prescription Dr, Ugrankar said; *“You
have come to me at a crucial moment, With Sai Baba’s grace,
this prescription will give you complete relief, Let me emphasise



A JOURNALIST RECALIS = PART -1 I

|

that Baba saves a true devotee. He saved me from a fatal motor
accident only last week while I was on way to Poona.”

Dr, Ugrankar related how his car skidded and was on the
point of falling in a ditch.

“l involuntarily called out to Baba', he said. *“Our car
tilted dangerously but did not go into the ditch below' One of
the tyres seemed to rest on a boulder, which arrested the fall of
the vehicle. My driver and | were helped out of the car by a
dozen people, who were on way to Poona.”

1 came away from Dr, Ugrankar's clinic convinced of Baba's
inscrutable ways of helping a sincere devotee, And it did not
take long for me to feel His Holy presence in my humble flat at
Shivaji Park. Baba's entry was most unexpected; On a Thursday
morning, I was returning from night work when I saw my friend,
Mr. Parameshwaran, owner of a wholesale tea mart, waiting for
me pear his shop at Shivaji Park, He was holding a small clay
idol of Shri Sai,

“Take this idol home and offer your prayers every day
with flowers and joss sticks’ he said. As 1 took the idol in both
my hands, Mr. Parameshwaran added to my utter astonishment;
“In a dream last night Baba complained that my shop assistants
had neglected Him during my week’s absence from Bombay. 1 hey
had not offered Him flowers and joss sticks.”.

'Baba’s next few words were clear?, said Mr, Parameshwaran,
““He asked me to present the idol to an intimate friend of mine,
who visited my shop every morning,”

Mr, Parameshwaran had no doubt in his mind that Sai Baba
meant me bacause | was the only friend who never missed
calling at his tea mart while on my way home after night shift.

My life has changed sin'ce that Thursday 38 years ago, when
I installed the Sai idol in my study room, I am conscious all
the time of Baba's living presence in my house, particularly in
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moments of stress. | never feel lonely and lost in a crisis though
I have opted for a life of chronic bachelordom with its attendant
sense of instability, *

(To be continued)

G. S. Kalyanpur
Block-1, Madhav Nivas, 68, Keluskar Road South,
Shivaji Park, Bombay - 400 028

The Executive Editor
“Shri Sai Leela’
Bombay

Respected Sir,

Please accept my grateful thanks for your enlightening
editorial of Dec, 1984 issue of Shri Sai Leela. Non-Marathi
knowing devotees are made to understand the meaning and
significance of the parable of nine balls of stools as parrated by
Shri Sai Baba, Hope to have many more editorials of this type.
I feel all your editorials are marvellous and deserve to be published
in a book form for reference and guidance of devotees of to-day
and tomorrow.

The letter to the Editor by Mrs, Sita Shri, published in the
same issue, is free, frank and relevant .A writer, who coins words
and phrases, can never reflect his inner feelings in the articles.
What is the use of publishing lengthy articles in Shri Sai Leela
when a good number of readers connot follow them? You agree
that ours i1s pot a literary magazine to exhibit ones command
over the English language. 1 would suggest to dispense with
such articles so that the space can be better utilised for two or
three articles, which develop faith in Baba. *

Yours sincerely

G. R. Kumar
130/B, S. R, Nagar Hyderabad - 500 038 (A. P.)



Rosary Of Religions

Let me recall the inspiring editorial of *Shri Sai Leela’
‘tAugust 1984) which struck the keynote for an article by Sai-
Brother, K. Navinchander (November 1984) titled ‘Commonwealth
of Religions® They appeal to us all to unite as men of true
religion and to proclaim ‘the message of love, peace and
brotherhood to a mad world'. If sanity is to be regainad, we
must cease to quarrel on the basis of differences of religious
labels. This will demand making' a distinction between spirituality,
or the inner core of religion and formal religion.,” The inner
core rests upon the living fact that man is a religious being
because in him there is a spark of divinity. The recognition of
man's potential divinity forms the essential basis of true religion,
The outward forms of worship are non-essential,

‘Truth is one, but sages call it by various names'. We all
know this and yet most of us cling to the name, make claims
on its behalf and reject those of our fellow men, who will not
accept those claims! This is not religion but irreligion,

If true religion is that which unites, then the reverse is
equally true. Where there are disunion, strife, opposition,
intolerance and unbrotherliness in the name of religion, we face
the ugly and evil forces of irreligion,

Let us live upto the ancient concept of Religion : ‘That
which supports, that which holds together the people everywhere,
that is dharma - religion. (Mahabharatha). Religious maturity
makes for tolerance, for understanding, for acceptance of other
religions. Only the immature evince bigotry and intolerance.
As the human mind becomes enlightened, it perceives more and
more the essential unity of all religions, for it can probe behind
the form, go within the surface and discarding the husk, grasp
the nourishing core. Since every man is potentially divine, every
man has within him the latent gift of learning truth,
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The unifying spirit of true religion is that eternal truth,
that supreme Divine Presence, that one light, of which we are
all the children. That one light is theé ‘the light that lighteth
every man that cometh into the world.” It is the same light
referred to by Shri Krishna in the Bhagavadgita (13:17) =

“It is the light of all lights, and is declared to be beyond
all darkness; it is wisdom, and that which is to be obtained by
wisdom; in the heart of all it ever presideth,"

As His Holiness Saipadananda Radhakrishna Swamiji said :
‘The Lord of one religion is the:Lord of all religions and that
Lord is the self of everyone.” Thus an unbiased study of compa-
rative religions leads to a deeper realisation of the self as enunciated
by Bhagawan Ramana of Tiruvannamalai and a profounder
conviction of Universal Brotherhood.

Let us endeavour to be men of Religion, that is, brothers
to all men, ¢l see that sensible men and conscientious men all
over the world were of one religion,”” wrote Emerson. That
one religion transcends all sects and ‘isms’. It is essentially
universal and uniting all men will enable us to meet the challenge
of today. Let us cease being childish and making exclusive claims.
If we think that ours is the only religion, or even the highest
one, we are but sowing the seeds of disunion and frustrating the
very purpose. of religion. '

Indeed, the present cycle is one of tramsition, one of rapid
and revolutionary changes in all fields. Let us meet it ‘with the
message of love, peace and brotherhood,” This is the essential
teaching of all religions, In closing let me quote extracts from
scriptures of different religious traditions all embodying the
golden rule :

Christianity : “All things whatsoever ye would that men should
do to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the
law and the prophets,” (Matthew 7:12)
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Hinduism

Buddhism

Jainism

Sikhism

Hebraism

. “No one of you is a believer until he loves for his
brother what he loves for himself (Koran : Traditions)

. “This is the sum of duty; do naught to others

which if done to thee, would cause thee pain.”
(Mahabbaratha 51 15 - 17)

: “Hurt pot others with that which pains yourself",
(Udanavarga 5 : 18).

: “In bappiness and suffering, in joy and grief, we

should regard all creatures as we regard our own
self and should therefore refrain from inflicting upon
others such injury as would appear undesirable to
us if inflicted upon ourselves (Yogasastra 2 : 20)

: **As thou deemest thyself so deem to others. Then
shalt thou become a partner in heaven.”

: “What is hurtful to yourself, do not do it to your

fellowmen, That is the whole of the Torah and the
remainder is but commentary, Go learn it.”” (Talmud)

Confucianism : “Is there any one maxim which ought to be acted

Taoism

upon throughout one’s whole life? Surely the
maxim of loving-kindness is such, Do not unto
others what you would not they should do ucto
you.” (Analects 15: 23)

: *‘Regard your neighbour’s gain as your own gain;
and regard your neighbour’s loss as your own
loss,”” (T'ai shang Kan Ying P'ien)

Zoroastrianism: “That nature only is good when it shall not do

unto another whatever is not good for its own
self.” (Dadistan-i~dinik, 94 : §).
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Dear Sai-Brothers and Sai-sisters, religion as a way of life,
as Sai-devotees, mustdinclude introspection. The turning within, .
the going-inwards, in an endeavour to sense the presence of the
light Divine - Lord Sainath - in one’s own heart and consciousness.
When that Sovereign Lord is found we realise the oneness
of humanity. e

R. Radhakrishnan
938/B Vidyaranyanagar Railway Quarters, Gadag Road
Hubli 580 020 (Karnataka)

Hari Das

One of the great bhaktas (devotees) of Shri Krishna, in
Shri Chaitanya's days, was a Muslim who adopted a Hindu name
and is known, in Vaishnava literature, as Hari Das.

The Muslims of Navadwipa were deeply offended with Hari
Das, for he was devoted to Shri Chaitanya. The Muslims carried
their complaint to the Kazi, ~ the Mulsim magistrate of Nadia.
The Kazi issued an order, saying :~ ““Take this man, Hari Das,
this renegade to the Muslim Faith, to the market of the town
and there beat him hard and flog him until he falls unconscious
and is dead.”

Hari Das was taken to the market-place, Blow after blow
fell on this servant of God. He fell down, unconscious, for
sometime, The Muslims thought Hari Das was dead, They took
up his body and threw it in the waters of the Ganges, After
sometime, Hari Das revived and swam back to the shore. Then
Hari Das sang aloud the song of which he was very fond, the
kirtan-song :~ **Hari bol ! Hari bol !"



Shirdi Sai, The Source !

“Every article in “‘Sai Leela’ is designed by Lord Sainath
and he speaks his own words through the contributors” pen.”” So
declared Sai-Brother R. Radhakrishranji (Hubli) in his inspiringly
penned article, “A Divine Romance’ appearing in the Soul-eleva-
ting popular magazine ““Sai Leela’® for July ‘84. How true is this !

When I had read-the first instalment of “Sai Baba Left No
Heir or Disciple’ of Sai-Brother D. Sankariahji (Nov. ‘83), our
Heavenly Father Shirdi Sai Baba at once revived my memory of
His own feeling on the subject. But I wished to quote Sai
Himself exactly as he had spoken then, which meant a re-run of
“Sai Satcharita” and consequent loss of a couple of months to
extract His spoken gems on the subject from *“Sai Satcharita™,
pressed as | was (and is) for *‘time” by the demand of my
official duties and Postal Sai—Satsané. So I DROPPED the idea
of penning an article in defencce of the piece, ‘‘Sai Baba Left
No Heir or Disciple,"”” *If you do your best, gaps left by you
will be filled by God " affirmed Anandamayi Ma. How truly
the Mother had said it !

For, on 29-11-1983 at 2,30 P.M. sharp, my local 74-year-cld
cultured Sai-Brother B. N. Sai-Galji (46-10, S.N. Banerjee Rd,
Calcutta - 700 014) called on me at the ground floor of my office
building and gifted me wunsolicitedly a new booklet entitled,
*Golden Words Of Shri Sai Baba, Shirdi”’ and wound it up with
a costly tiffin, Neither himself nor mysell was then aware of
our Heavenly Father’'s Hand in this drama. When | scanned
through a few pages of this booklet, the next morning, 1 realised
then only its potency. Within a span of a week therefrom, |
read it and extracted from it Shirdi Sai Baba's spoken words,
wrote the piece, ‘‘Sai Baba Left No Heir or Disciple” around
them, polished it, typed it and posted it to our gentle and
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Dedicated Sai-Brother Parchure Sahib on 13-12-1983 for publica-
tion in *“*Sai Leela” magazine, It appeared promptly on PP 7 &
8 of the said magazine for February ‘84.

Yes, Shirdi Sai Bﬁba, the Living Divinity, inspires those in
whom genuine Sai devotion is present and ‘‘Fills the Gap.” to
quote Ananda Mayi Ma. *

T. A. Ram Nathen
Flat - 3, Block S - 14, Gumur Math Housing Estate,
Budge Budge Trunk Road, P.O. Sarangabad-743 319 {West Bengal)

In Love With Love

I have read with interest the ‘Doctrine Of Divine Love’ by
Sai-sister Usha Hiremath of Bijapur in the June ‘84 issue of Shri
Sai Leela, She has done an excellent depiction of how Sai's love
is beautiful, pure, eternally joyous and how we taste it in many
ways and through many forms.

[t was in the second week of March ‘84, that I called on
my colleague, Dr. G. R, Vijayakumar at his residence, He had
just returned from Bijapur and proudly displayed a memento
presented to him by Sai Sister Usha Hiremath. It was a lovely
portrait of Lord Sainath on glass painted by Sister Usha hersell.
In that portrait, I saw that Lord Sainath as the one cosmic lover,
the one fragrance that permeates all the variegated blossoms of
love in the garden of our life, | stood admiring the painting for
a few minutes, When he noticed my admiring face from a corner
of his eyes, | asked Dr. Vijayakumar, *“Why do you look at
me so ",
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He replied : *l wanted to watch the impression that the
painting has made upon you. | think you love it.”

“Yes, I do” | admitted : **‘And do you know that Sister
Usha Hiremath could not have painted such a face of Lord
Saipath unless she loves Him intensely 7"’

“Unless she loved Him?"" echoed Dr. Vijayakumar, “well,
she loves Him so much and most sincerely, she is love divine
herself, At a tender age of 21, she is Sai-pate ......"

At this I quaffed crystal waters of cosmic love from the
reservoir of God-adoring hearts, As John Keats says:

“A thing of beauty is a joy forever,
In loveliness it increases,

It will never pass into nothingness."”

I have shed bitter tears of separation and repentence to know
what love is. In this instance, I have learnt that I am in ‘Love
with love' = with Lord Sainath - our God,

St. John lived to a great old age, He preached but always
kept on saying the same words : ‘Little children, l.ove one another.’
His disciples begged him to tell them more about Jesus Christ,
whom St, John had known in the flesh. But he kept repeating :
‘Little Children love one another; there is nothing more.’

Lord Sainath wants us to love Him perfectly and equally
in all. He is Bhakta-Paraadheena,

dlis Holiness Paramabansa Yogananda, just before His
Mahasamadhi on the 7th March 1952 said, *When | am gone,
only love can take my place.” *

Dr. M. Vishwanathaiah
Badra K. C, Estate, Durgadabetta, 577 118
Chikmagalur district, Xarnataka



Shraddha and Saburi
Sai Faith :-

If one stands at the entrance of the Samadhi mandir Hall
at Shirdi he is sure to notice the two words *‘“Shraddba and
Saburi’. Hazarath Sai Baba has given more importance to these
two great qualities. If one holds strongly to these two gems of
advice of Shri Sai, one is sure to come out successful in this life

Faith is the basis of every dharma, Faith moves mountains.
If one loses faith, he loses everything in life. Therefore, all Saij
children should hold strongly these two great qualities taught by
Hazarath Sai Baba,

Sai Saburi :-

If we have God in our hearts, we can stand against any
trouble and face life’s challenge boldly. In performing the worldly
duties, there may be some trying situations in which we may
almost lose our patience for the reasons beyond our control. In
such cases only, we must behave in a wise manner. It is easy
to remain calm in ordinary circumstances; but the capacity of a
person and his strength of endurance is put to test only in such
situations in which he loses his patience and behaves like an
ordinary mortal,

A Sai child will never lose his patience and he will hold
himself in check. It is the merit of the Sai children and it should
be taken as a test.

Sai children should remain calm and display utmost care in
living up to the expectations of Hazarati Sai Baba.

May Allah bless all the Sai children with a great strength
to display the quality of patience.
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In the life of humans a test may come at any time in the
form of frustration, long hours of waiting, distress, illness, accident
or unemployment and loss of comfort. At such time God helps
us to know our worth by testing our Shraddha and Saburi.

Gracious Baba! Let no trial erase the faith and saburi ef
Sai children, #

Smt. Rafia Yusuf Ali Khan
I. C, 19, Erramanzil Colony Hyderabad - 500 482

Sai Pooja

Consequent upon my promotion as Assistant Director [ was
posted at Nizamabad district, It is a long way off from 'Warangal
district, My two sons are studying in college, Therefore I have to
mainatin two establishments culminating in heavy expenditure.
In view of the above reasons my cherished, desire was to be at
Warangal, 1 had full faith in Sai thinking that he would come
to my rescue. Man proposes but God disposes, [ was disappo-
inted, When [ approached the head of the department he could
oblige me to some extent in modifying the posting orders to
Khammam but not to Warangal for the former is somewhat
nearer to the latter. | was not very happy even then. Ultimately
I joined at Khammam on 6-4-1984 with a heavy heart and was
not sincere in offering my prayers to Lord Shri Sainath,

See the miracle of our *‘Sadguru”, the Lord of wonderful
events. After working for a period of four months at Khammam,
] was taken away by surprise to see that my cherished desire of
getting posting orders at Warangal became a reality, My Sai
Pooja, which remained inactive and nominal, increased many
times and tears of joy could only exhibit my feelings.

i
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H

Now when 1 questioned myself why Sai could not help me.
so for, then I got the following answer from Sai

I was working in Warangal since a long time. Four months'
service at Khammam was perbaps minimum and absolutely
essential to break down the long standing period at Warangal,
It was for my good that such a pleasant affair (however un.
pleasent it was to me) happened. But I abused Sai then without
understanding his leelas properly. The saying ‘haste makes waste’
was a case with me. How merciful, great and strange are the
ways of Sai 7 What is required is patience in abundance.

The second but most important aspect relates to how best
can we perform Sai Pooja. I saw some of my friends and
relatives performing pooja for hours together reciting shlokas.
There is no point in imitating them blindly without understanding
the meaning of the shlokes and pronouncing the words properly,
One should be quite clear about pooja and must not ;invite
metaphysical problems and doubts. Pooja is just like horizon and
is not subject to diminishing process. Sai Pooja is very simple and
most convenient and depends upon the element of satisfaction
which one gets from it. It is an individual affair and left to
oneself buthowever a simplified way of worshipping the Lord
is given below :-

Repeat “Om Sainathayanamaha™
“Om Samrath Sadguru Shri Sainath Maharajki Jai’’

“Om Sai Shri Sai Jaya Jaya Sai”

Or still much more and the simpliest way is to chant **Sai Baba'
““Sai Baba as many times as possible whenever and wherever
one may be. *

N. Machander Das
Assistant Director, Planning & Statistics Warangal (A. P.)



Shri Sai Baba Belongs to All

“SAIBABA OUR LAMP
SHIRDI OUR CAMP" (Shri T.A.R.)

In our country, in the name of high birth people do not
hesitate to illtreat the fellow Sai brothers and Sai sisters by
calling them Sudras or Chandalas, Even to this day some people
do not give water for drinking in tumblers. They pour water
from above into the hands of others, In some places of worship
devotees are not allowed to come inside and to touch the deities, But
in the most sacred temple of Lord Jaganpnath at Varanasi, the
devotees are allowed to touch Shiva. At Shirdi, the devotees are
allowed to touch the Sai Samadhi aad also the statue of Shri
Sai Baba. This is a great previlege we rarely find in other
places of worship. For all things that are being done at Shirdi,
the Sai Samsthan does not take any credit. They attribute it to
the will of Lord Sainath Maharaj. They say that the Samsthan
1s only instrumental in the hands of Sadguru, Shri Sainath. Shri
T. A. Ramanathenji of Sarangabad in West Bengal in one of his
letters to Shri N. M, Yusuf Ali Khan of Hyderabad has written
that on 22nd March, 1984 Shri S, D, Parchureji the Executive
Editor of Shri Sai Leela (when he visited Calcutta) was requested
to bless his family members and others present on the occasion.
But Shri Parchureji had replied that it was Shri Sainath Mahara]
who has to bless all of them, These remarks of Shri Parchureji
were appreciated by one and all.

This body succumbs to all worldly vasanas and craves for more
and more enjoyments and comforts. If we begin to feed the
body without checking, it will soon, overpower us and make the
life miserable, So we must seek the help of Shri Sainath Mahara)
to keep the body, mind and desires under control to live a
purposeful and worthy life,
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Now-a-days nobody wishes to remain as a Shishya. But
everybody wants-to become a Guru, Some people exhibit their
pomp and show and materialise things of ordinary use and
impress the public and amass wealth, They teach ‘the devotees to
seek God and discard their wealth as it hinders their spiritual progress
and they themselves gather the material wealth with both their
hands. It is not known whether such a Guru has been assured
of a heavenly life after his worldly life.

Shri Sadguru Sainath never desired to possess wealth of his
devotees, With a view to uplift his devotees and to work out
their Karma he asked for Dakshina. Shri Saibaba was a great
simple Fakir who lived in the old Dwarakamai Masjid and
worked day and night for the upliftment of his devotees in this
world and in the life hereafter,

People have great faith in Shri Saibaba, Kumari Usha
D. Hiremath, a staunch Sai Devotee, in one of her letters to her
Sai Uncle, T.A. Ramanathenji, has expressed her immense faith in
Shri Saibaba. Her desire is to become a doctor and serve Sai
Children. In her efforts in this direction she wrote as follows i1-

The Smell Of Flowers Goes
Only With The Wind

But The Fame Of A Sai-Child
Goes Against The Wind,

Further, she decided to apply Sai Udi for all her physical ills and
not to use any other medicine,

Similarly Dr, G. R. Vijayakumarji of Balanoor Estate,
Durgadabetta, left the matter of his post-graduate studies in
America to the will of Shkri Sai Baba. Shri K, Govindaswamy
Naicker of Chittoor got back to his profession by the blessings
of Shri Saibaba in January 1984. Shri R. Radhakrishpanji of
Hubli Vidyaranyapagar got his pension and gratuity matters
settled in a miraculous way by the grace of Shri Saibaba. On



SHRI SAI BABA BELONGS TO ALL 25

1-7-1984 when there was heavy rain at Delhi and no taximan
obliged to come to the airport, from somewhere came a taxi
with high speed and asked Shri Yusuf Ali Khan of Hyderabad
to get in and left him at Palam Airport in time. People believed
that it was all Shri Saibaba’s help. It is also believed that Shri
Saibaba will bless Smt. Usha Ranganathenji and also Shri Apanta
Padmanabhanji with two sons and two daughters. It is also the
hope of Shri Sai devotees that the amount advanced by Shri
Ramakrishnanji of Nagasaivihar, Madras-4 for production of the
Sai~Film will be returned with thanks. No doubt Shri Sainath
comes to the rescue of all the Sai devotees because all of us are
his dear children and he belongs to one and all. *

Shiva Jyothi M. Nanjappa
Sub-Registrar, Madakasira-Post, Anantapur District,
Andhra Pradesh, Pincode 515 301

OBITUARY

We are very sorry to inflorm our Sai-brothers and Sai-sisters
that Mrs. Sucharitabai Parchure, wife of late Executive Editor of
Shri Sai Leela, I rofessor, D.D, Parchure, expired at Bombay, at
the age of 65 years, on 25-12-1984 after a brief illness. Mrs,
Sucharitabai was a sincere Sai devotee and she was visiting Shirdi
regularly along with late Professor Parchure. She is survived by
her two sons and grand children, We extend our heartfelt condolences
to the family members of Mrs, Sucharitabai in their sad bereavement
and pray at the feet of Shri Sai Baba that the departed soul
may rest in peace. ' - Editor



Hazarath Sai Baba The Healing Master
And Integrationist

The editoral in Shri Saileela for October, 1984 at length
dealt with mainly with a disease which is a curse on humanily,
The Executive Editor Dr, S.D. Parchure M. A., Ph.ID has spoken
about it at Domalguda, Hyderabad on 14th October, 1984 and
Hazarath Sai Baba allowing Bhagoji Shindeji to loosening the
pattis, massaging the arm with ghee and lightly bandaging it
again and also holding an umbrella over Baba whenever he went
to Lendi Bagh. Baba’s mercy over the sick and unfortunate
persons was so much that he was visibly moving at their fate
and treating them very kindly and lovingly.

The following chapter 9 of the Gospel, according to Matthew,
throws light on the subject and also on not-fasting,

“So He embarked, crossed over and reached His Own City.
There they carried to Him a paralytic on a couch. And seeing
their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, *‘Cheer up Son, your sins
are forgiven"”, Some of the scribes then said to themselves, *This
man blasphemes’. Jesus knowing their thoughts said, “why do
you think evil in your hearts ? For which is easier to say, Your
sins are forgiven or to say Rise and Walk ? But to let you know
that the Son of Man has authority to forgive sins on the earth”.
He then said to the paralytic, ‘*Rise, pick up your couch and go
home !"” Arising he went home, And when the crowds saw it,
they were awed, and they praised God, who had granted such
power to men.”" (So was Hazarth Sai Baba of Shirdi.)

As Jesus passed on from there, Matthew sitting at the Tax
Office, said to him, *‘Follow Me'. So he arose and followed
Him. And as Jesus was sitting at the table in the house, numerous
tax collectors and sinners came and sat at the table with Jesus
and His disciples. When the Pharisees noticed it, they said to
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His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with Tax collectors
and sinners 7" But when He heard it, He said “The healthy have
no need of a physiciaz, but the sick, But go and learn what this
means. | want mercy and not sacrifice. For I did not come to
call the righteous but sinners to repentance. (Exactly Hazarath
Sai Baba also did likewise at Shirdi. He ate together with
animals also).

Then John's disciples came upto Him and said, “Why do
we and the Pharisees fast and your disciples do not fast 2’ Jesus
answeed them, “‘can wedding guests mourn while the bridegroom
is with them ? But the days are coming when the bridegroom
will be taken from them and then they will fast, (It is now,
upto the disciples of Hazarath Sai Baba to decide whether to
fast or not after Sai Baba's Mahasamadhi. The followers of
[slam fast for one month in a year during the month of Ramzan),

While Jesus was still speaking to them a ruler came and
said, **My daughter has just died, but come, place your hand on
her and she will live,'”” Jesus rose with his disciples and followed
him, And a woman, who had for twelve years suffered from
hemorrhages, came up behind and touched the fringe of His robe,
for she said to herself, *If I can only touch His robe, I wil,
recover’’. Jesus, turning and seeing her said, “Cheer up, daughter,
your faith has healed you”. And the woman was well from that
hour. (Hazarath Sai Baba used to call the women folk as mothers),

On reaching the ruler's house and seeing the flute players
and the noisy croud, Jesus said, “Go out for the girl is not dead
but asleep.” They laughed derisively at Him. But after the
crowd had been expelled, He went in and took her hand, and
the girl rose up.

While Jesus was walking away, two blind men followed
Him, crying out, *“Son of David pity us”. Then, when He
entered the house, the blind men came up to Him and Jesus said
to them, **Do you believe that I cav do this?” They answered,
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““Yes Lord”, He then touched their eyes and said, ““According to
the measure of your faith it shall be to you'. And their eyes
were opened. Later a dumb man was also blessed with speech,
(Very great was Hazarath Eesa Roohulla).

Hazarath Sai Baba was so kind that he blessed the visitors
by putting his hand over their heads as the dearest father/mother.
His name has reached every nook and corner of India and abroad.
We come across people. who tell us how Sai Baba is healing
every one of their mental and physical illness and spiritually
uplifting the souls of the people who are ripe enough to receive
his blessings,

Shri S, D. Parchureji, on 14th October 1984, dealt at
Hyderabad while speaking on the subject "cultural Integra tion,
Sainath Harmonizer of all Religions and Faiths’, at length from
the coming of the Aryans to India, and till the time of Sai
Baba's Mahasamadhi and explained how Hazarath Sai Baba united
the followers of different faiths at the sacred Dwarakamai Masjid.

N. M. Yusuf Ali Khan
IC-19, Erramanzil Colony, Hyderabad - 500 482 (A, P.)
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UNITED PRAYER

Lead us O God! from untruth to truth, from
darkness to light, from death to immortality. O
thou Father of truth, reveal thyself before us.
Thou art merciful, do thou protect us always in
thy unbounded goodness.

Shanti! Shanti! Shanti !



Bouquet Of Religions

After reading the scholarly editorial of Parchuresahib on
‘Equality of Religions’ (August’ 84) and the charming response
of Sai=Uncle Navinji as ‘Commonwealth of Religions' (November’
84) Lord Sainath has enabled me to pen these lines to forget our
differences and join to consider in what does exist the common
good of all of us and how we can co-operate for it.

The expression ‘Universal Religion® brings forth a variety
of images, namely a bouquet in which various kinds of flowers
have been studded or a necklace in which pearls have been
collected from different sources, In other words, it is meant a
synthesis of the best elements of the different religious systems like
Islam, Hinduism, Christianity etc., But this is an erroneous notion.

Attempts to arrive at a systematic conception of Universal
Religion through discursive understanding failed in the past and
are bound to fail in the fulure also.

Emperor Akbar’s attempt to establish a Universal Religion
acceptable to everybody (Din-i-llahi) did not succeed as it was
based on unsound reasoning. It is true indeed that Akbar studied
with remarkable sincerity the scriptures of the Hindus, of the
Christians, of the Jains and others but failed to notice the basic
unity underlying all religious systems, In his over-zealousness,
he betrayed an unfair preference of one religious faith to another.
And history shows that the Universal Religion propounded by
Akbar did not survive after his death,

Hegel and his followers endeavoured to establish a Universai
Religion on the basis of certain fundamentals which follow the
fact of man's consciousness of his own finitude or limitation. It
has been said that in order to be fully conscious of his own
finitude or limitation a man must transcend his finitude and this
inevitably leads one to the awareness of the Absolute which is
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the ground of all that exists. For example, when I go to a film
show and see the movie pictures in quick succession, I as a
cogniser do not change, for had the ‘I’ also changed corresponding
to the change in the pictures, my awareness of change would not
have been possible.

The Hegelian system failed as it lays too much emphasis on
man's intellect alone to the utter neglect of his feeling and will,
Religion is man’s total reaction to reality and if it fails to satisfy
man’s thought, emotion and volition in the appropriate manner,
it degenerates into meaningless practices and rituals.

Therefore the plan of the Universe is identity in difference
or unity in diversity and Universal Religion cannot therefore be
a substitute for dead uniformity in which all individual differep-
ces are oblitereated.

In spite of differences in the philosophies that underlie
major religions of the world, viz, Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism,
Hinduism, Islam and others, all agree in one broad principle, a
contingentia mundi, because the contingent is not necessary but
the Being is. In other words, the relative and contingent is not
self-explanatory.

Hinduism is branded as polytheism, but a Hindu does not
really worship many Gods, but simply envisages God in many
forms, As we have in the Rigveda 1 * Thers is only one; but
they call Him by many names.” That is why Max Muller
invented the term, ‘Henotheism’ to indicate worship of one God
in many forms of which only one is worshipped at a time.

Buddhism is supposed to be non-theisticc. Buddha was
convinced that religion has its roots in the deepest inward life of
man. He refrained from describing the in-describable, When
Buddha announced that his death was fast approaching, Amnanda
sought instructions from him as regards the order, whereupon
Buddha said 1 ‘Apanda, be lamps unto yourselves. Be a refuge
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to yourselves, Seek no outer refuge.” In this one can notice the
Vedantic Aparokshanubhuti comparing with the view of truth as
a lamp and refuge.

Christ’s sayings : ‘I and my Father are one’; ‘Love thy
neighbour as thyself’ might have developed an Advaitic viewpoint
if the rationale could be discovered.

The same conclusion might be dJdeduced if we know to
separate the husk from the kernal so far as Islam is concerned.
Consider, for instance, the, following verse of the Koran (25 :63)
““And the servants of the Beneficient God are they who walk on
the earth in humbleness and when the ignorant address them,
they say peace.”

I do not suggest that a mere discovery of certain points of
agreement or similarity of attitude between one religion and
another would lead us to Universal Religion. All that I wish
to submit is that toleration must necessarily lead to acceptance
and for this the followers of different religious paths must
develop a mutual understanding which results in what may be
called a confluence of selves.

Lord Sainath was perfectly certain that a standard Universal
Religion was an impossibility since unity in diversity is the plan
of the universe, He never wanted a Hindu to be converted into
a muslim or vice-versa. One must stick to one’s own religion
and yet feel the underlying bond of unity amoug all religions. The
band of unity is spiritual, it is timeless, deathless. It is pure
consciousness, the Advaitin rightly asserts.

This precisely is the goal of Universal Religion, It does
not aim at destroying one’s religion so as to achieve a common
standard. It aims at giving man a lift from where he is, Swami
Vivekananda has said (Complete works Vol. I P. 177) 1- *Take
up one idea. Make that one idea your life; think of it ; dream
of it ; live on that idea. Let the brain, muscles, nerves, every
part of your body be full of that idea and just leave every other
idea alonme., That is the way to success and this is the way
great spiritual giantg are produced,”
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Universal Religion, then, is not a motley of diverse faiths
It is the recognition of the basic truth of all religious systems
of the world., Heissenberg says: *There is a higher power, not
influenced by our wishes, which finally decides and judges. People
have used different words at different times for this central
power. They called it spirit or God, There are many ways to
this center, even today, and science is only one of them.®

To sum up : the ideal of Universal Religion is not an
unattainable ideal, We shall however fail to achieve the end if
we€ concentrate on ratiocination only. Let emotioal responsiveness
and a strong determination be our guide; I am sure the goal is
not a far-off divine event. *

G. R. Vijayakumar
Balanoor Estate, Durgadabetta 577 118
Chikmagalur Dist (Karnataka)
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Happy New Year

We pray to ‘Sai’

For your family and you,
Good health and wealth,
And prosperity too.

Never may come,
The days of woe,
This is our prayer,
Wherever you go,

A boon of ‘patience’ with ‘devotion’,
May bring you happiness and cheer,
And the coming year be,

A happy new year.

Smt. Uma Da#
305/1, Mirpur Cantt,, Kanpur - 208 004 (U. P.)



Sainath - The Magnet

Qur love to Saipath should be wholehearted. Then it
banishes the feeling of loneliness and dependence on human
relationships. The compapionship of Sai is incomparable.

Man, in his arrogance, says that he is able to do all things.
If a man thinks that he is able to do anything, he will come to
know by exprience that by his effort he is not able to do any-
thing. When that stage is reached he surrenders to God, confessing
that he is helpless. Unless we feel that we arc nothing and He
is everything, He will not accept us. So He alone must guide
us on the right path,

A devotee rightly says ‘O Sainath, I remember you because
you remembered me first.”” Sainath must draw us towards Him.
Then alone we can go to Him. It is just like a needle attracted
by a magnei. We must become needles to the divine magnet to
draw us towards it,

How to become needles? This is possible only by wishing
to have Sainath, aspiring to have Sainath and Sainath alone and
nothing else in the world.

Uatil the 9th May 1983, my husband, Dr. R,J. Ranganathan
was working as the Medical Officer of the Taluk Primary Heal:h
Centre at Koppa, in Chikmagalur district of Karnataka, He wus
posted to Koppa only 18 months back and it was a surprise
when suddenly a doctor from Mysore reported for duty on the
9th May 1983 with the orders. My husband was on leave on
that day and was expected next morning My husband was
posted to a remote place in North Canara district,

This was unexpected as the Government had announced not
to disturb a public servant for less than three years in a place.
However the new doctor took charge on the next day.
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—

Sai Ram's tests at all times come unawares. One should be
prepared for them and face all vicissitudes calmly and in complete
respect to His will, In this situation, | implored my husband to
apply for leave, go to Bangalore and try for getting posted to a
-better and nearer place. Although reluctant initially, he concurred

with me, '

On the night of 10th May 1983, we were getting ready for
catching the luxury bus to Bangalore. My husband had kept
the kits in the front verandah of the quarters, I was continually
praying for Lord Sainath’s mercy. After locking the fromt door,
I came out and saw a black dog sitting next to our suiteases.
At first | chased it away, but soon I thought that Sainath has
come in that guise to wish us best of luck in our efforts. As
these thoughts arose in my mind, the dog returned to me wagging
its tail, It was with us till we got into the bus and its very
presence gave me a pleasant feeling that our desire would
be fulfilled.

The next fifteen days at Bangalore saw my husband running
from pillar to post in the Secretariat seeking a transfer to a
nearer and a better place than the one where he was posted in
North Canara. Disappointment greeted him everywhere. Help
from expected sources did not materialise. Weariness, anxiety
and tension pulled him down to the extent of indisposition.
Although both of us were morose about the whole thing, we had
a ray of hope in Sainath. At this juncture my husband wrote to
sai-Brother Dr, G.R, Vijayakumar of Balanoor Estate, Durgadabetta
(who is a sincere Sai-devotee and a regular contributor to ‘Shri
Sai Leela’) requesting him to pray on our behalf,

On the morning of 30th May 1983, a pleasant surprise
awaited us when Dr, Vijayakumar visited our Bangalore residence
We narrated to him our ordeal and profound disappointment,
He gave us a patient hearing and adviced us to visit the Sai
shrine of Bangalore and surrender to His will in toto, When |
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told him of my frustration, he laughed at it and quoted Shri
Paramahamsa Yoganandaji as follows; which is a direct perception
of truth -

“ .. if we are influenced by. the values of outward material
consciousness, we lay ourselves open to sadness and depression,
Why ? Because in this world of duality - life and death, pleasure
and pain, wealth and poverty - everything passes away; nothing
here gives lasting satisfaction. To a person, life seems to be one
paradox and injustice after another and this produces deep
frustration. On the other hand, the person who realises that God
is with him despite all adverse circumstances cannot be affected
by the machinations of satanic force of duality. If we learn to
lift ourselves above the consciousness of duality, we can keep
our serenity amidst the crash of breaking worlds ...... »

Sai-Brother Vijayakumar who has recently enrolled for the
Self-realisation lessons of Shri Paramahamsa Yoganandaji, gave
us a good advice and it had a cheerful effect on us. Very next
day, we received a packet of Baba's prasad from Shirdi unsolicited.
It was a sure sign that Sainath was there to solve our riddle,
My husband visited the Sai shrine of Bangalore and surrendered
to His will,

Sure enough, the clouds started clearing. Soon we got a
list of places having a vacancy for my husband. As if Sai-sent,
Shri G.S. Ranganath of Sastry Memorial Hospital, Bangalore (a
one-time collegue of my husband in the army) offered his car so
that we could make a whirlwind trip of a couple of vacant places.

Unsolicited, a gentleman in the higher-ups offzred his help.
When we visited a particular place in Chikmagalur district, I was
impressed by it and secretly prayed to Lord Sainath to get us
that place, | vowed then and there to visit Shirdi if my wish
got materialised (Readers would excuse my impertinence, as |
know Baba is not a bribe-taker but a boon-giver, But my tension
made me take this vow).
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On the 23rd June 1983, we returned to Koppa for two days
to vacate the quarters and pack our personal effects, A big
cover, containing three photographs of Lord Sainath and udi from
Shirdi, was awaiting us, What a miracle it is - Sainath showered
His grace on us by sending prasad unsolicited !

Soon the events moved fast, Within a couple of days, my
husband received the revised orders of transfer to the very place
we bhad desired. Our joy knew no bounds.

In these two months of uncertainty, anxiety and tension,
Lord Sainath looked after us in all aspects and we got help from
unexpected quarters and unsolicited, This only reminds me of
Tiruvalluvar when he says :-

““Oozhir peruvali yaavula matroddru
soozhinum thaan munnurum'

(what is there so potent as fate? Even if we devise some way
of counteracting it, it takes us by surprise.)

When the storms of life seem to be crashing all around, we
might wonder if Sainath is aware, Indeed He is. He is always
watching over us, silently guiding us, speaking to us through the
voice of eternity, when we turn within and hecome calm.

So we must become needles to that great magnet — Lord
Sainath.

Mrs. Usha Ranganathan
C/o Dr, R.J. Ranganathan, Primary Health Centre,
Kalasapura 577 146, Chikmagalur district, Karnataka




Shri Sainath Maharaj Fulfils My Desire

Ever since | am a devotee of Lord Sainath Maharaj, there
have been several instances in my life where I bave been helped
by my Great Spiritual Master. [ shall relate below one most
important problem, which was solved with ease by Shri Sai Baba.

I was previously residing at B, K, Pal Avenue (Calcutta)
where I had to confront several problems because of acute housing
shortage there. Apart from the limited space available to me, |
had no mental peace and [ was facing this difficulty for
many years.

Recently, about three months back, I happened to visit the
Shirdi Sai Baba Temple at 39, Jatindas Road, Calcutta-29, with
one of my dear friends. That was the first time I had the fortune
of visiting the only temple of Shri Baba. 1 had never heard of
any Sai Baba temple before in Calcutta,

Believe it or not, the moment I stepped into the temple |
felt Baba's bliss and mental peace at once descended on me.
Though I had visited several other temples in Calcutta before, I
could feel Baba’s holy presence in this temple, Though small, the
temple has a very quiet atmosphere and barring the rush, usually
witnessed on Thursdays and other religious festival days, the
mandir is otherwise quiet, The miniature marble statue of Baba
is most impressing and appears lively to every passerby,

While sitting in the mandir on that particular day (incidentally
my first visit) 1 mentally prayed to Shri Sainath Maharaj to help
me find a new place to live as | no longer felt comfortable then,
in my old place.

For quite some time I was desperately trying to find a new
rented flat but in almost all the cases my efforts were fruitless
as the monthly rents of nearly all were eyond my capacity to
pay. As a result I was disappointed and my mind was depressed
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In the middle of July' 84 | was taken to see a new flat at
Tala Park area; but the rent, that I subsequently learnt, was
double my salary and hence impossible to pay. The land broker
who offered to show me the flat not only insulted me but refused
to show me the flat properly. 1 had to return home disappointed
and on the very night I prayed to my Master, *““Baba, why am
1 facing this difficulty when you are here?” I immediately
remembered Baba’s saying “Why Fear When I Am there?'" Thus
consoled, I left it entirely to Him as I was now helpless.

Next morning unexpectedly a telephone call came from my
elder sister who told me that there was a vacant flat at Tala
Park- the very place | had been the previous day to see another
flat and where 1 was Insulted, I immediately left to see the
flat, 1 saw the flat and it was approved by my family members
and the rent was also nominal and within my limits. The place
had pleasant surroundings with all amenities available in plenty,
Even the neighbours were good-natured and co-operative,

So is it not Baba’s blessings to me? Baba helped me to find
a place at Tala Park which is totally impossible under normal
circumstances as the demand for vacant flats there is extremely
high. Moreover after I negotiated for this flat there were several
others, who had approached and requested the landlord; but by
the grace of Baba I reached first. To Baba nothing is impossible.

Baba is Omnipresent., He is ever active even after His
Mahasamadhi and is continuing to help and guide His devotees
during their times of trouble, One must surrender wholeheartedly
to Him and then only would one find His invisible presence at

all times. *

Chandranath Law
C/o The Chartered Bank, 4, N.S. Road,
Calcutta 700 001 (West Bengal)



The Best Of Medicines

Recently during May 1984 there was Akbanda Rudrabhi-
shekam at Hyderabad. 1 bappend to attend the Yagyna along
with my friends, Since it was also a puja to Matha Shri
Kanyakaparameshwari, | carried puja materials to offer her.
When I went to that place tiuere was a big queue and I had to
stand and wait for more than 3 hours to complete the puja,
During this process I felt uneasy and | could not lift or move
my left hand which caused severe pain, 1 determined that |
should leave only after finishing the puja,

Somehow 1 could achieve my wish and returned to my house
and completed my lunch, Then also | was having severe pain in
my left hand and found very uneasy to do any work. I took
some pain killing tablets, best to my knowledge, satisfying
myself that the pain will subside; but there was no improvement:
Further I did not worry and went to bed. All of a sudden in
the midnight I felt again severe paio in_the left hand, and I was
unable to lift it or move. I cursed myself for not showing it
to the doctor in the day. I was in tears. There was none in
the house except my eldest daughter, who was fast asleep.

All of a sudden, my attention was drawn to the Ashirwad
photo of Baba, which was hung on the wall and 1 was reminded
of the powerful Udhi. With great difficulty I got up from my
bed and went to the puja room and took Baba’s Udhi and
applied it to my left hand with tears in my eyes,

Alas, after a few minutes, I felt as if I had a shock
treatment to my left hand, and the terrible pain which I was
suffering from disappeared and [ had a sound sleep.

Is not Baba's Udhi the best of Medicines ? +r

Mrs. H. K. Lakshmi Kuppuswams
2-2-1145-B/2 New Nallakunta Hyderabad (A. P.)



Sainath's Tonic

Sai-brother, Dr, M, Viswanathaiah has shared with the
readers of Sai Leela, Lord Sainath’s telephone number (October
1984 issue), it is myp leasure to share the recipe of Sainath’s tonic
with Sai-bandhus.

When Sai-brother, Dr, G ,R. Vijayakumar of Balanoor Estate,
Durgadabetta (Karpnataka) visited our home, along with his family,
in February 1984, he gave us a recipe of ‘Sainath's tonic’ for the
health of the body and soul, He does not claim any originality
of this recipe but has modified it from a recipe used by a
Christian missionary.

The recipe of this beautiful tonic is as follows :-

Equal parts as much as you can secure of the following ingredients

The Ttoots of faith in Lord Sainath,

Flowers of hope in Lord Sainath,

Lilies of Sai-purity,

Wormwood of Sai-contrition,

Violets of humility,

Garlic of contentment in having Sai as a saviour.

All these ingredients to be ground in the mortar of Sai-consciousness,

dissolved in the water of tears,

mixed in the syrup of confession of our sins,
stewed in the fire of tribulation

and made into a potion,

of which, a liberal portion should be taken interpally morning,
noon and night every day of life This is a tonic for all ills.
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Dear Sai«brothers and Sai-sisters, it is so wonderful to be
in tune with Lord Sainath and to trust Him implicitly, being
content wherever He places you and whatever He makes of you,
accepting all with humility and devotion,

His Holiness Shri Yukteswar Giri has rightly said, *Remember
that finding God in your life is the funeral of all sorrows,"* *

Miss Usha D. Hiremath
C/o Shri D. P, Hiremath, District and Sessions Judge,
Bijapur 586 101 (Karnataka)

R i i e e

Divine Power and aspirants

Divine power is really a mysterious power, which is conferred
on an aspirant by the Almighty when the former attains spiritual
maturity through utmost devotion, austerities and consistent
meditation. Performance of miracles through divine power is
generally aimed at leading the masses on the right path. However,
at times miracles occur due to tremendous divine power of the
aspirants much against their wish, To be precise, a wheel of a
speeding vehicle sometimes emanates sparks, Likewise certain feats
of highly elevated aspirants are in fact the outcome of their divine
power, Such aspirants are fully aware that performance of feats
brings fame and at the same time hampers spiritual progress. As
such, they are reluctant to perform miracles just for amusement.
Spiritual Science permits performance of miracles by aspirants
only for a noble cause - in other words, for cure of cronic
diseases, eradication of evil spirits, protection of down-trodden
and the like, Use of divine power for revival of dead is considered
to be interference with the plans of the Almighty and is regarded
as an offence as per code of conduct in spiritual field, Miracles
of divine power are generally performed by sages of the Nath

order to alleviate sufferings of down-trodden and of devotees of



42 SHRI SAl LEELA FEBRUARY-1985

various sects secking enlightenment. A group of people had the
good fortune to witness @ miracle performed by a sage of the
Nath order, when a large number of devotees assembled in a
village near Igatpuri (Dist : Nasik) in the year 1975, A religious
ceremony was held at the said place and various programmes such
as Bhajan, Kirtan and chanting of hymns were organised. A
temporary shed was constructed for preparation of food, to be
served to devotees. The organiser had expected 400 devotees as
per invitations sent, However, more than 1000 devotees attended
the function. The organiser was in a fix since he had ordered
limited food to be prepared due to lack of provisions. The
organiser was advised by a respected elder to request a sage of
the Nath order, who was present there, to enter the shed and
glance at the prepared food, Accordingly, the worried organiser
approached the said sage and prayed to him to glance at the
prepared food. The sage in gerua robe entered the shed and
glanced at the various utencils, holding the food, He then ordered
the volunteers to serve food assuring them that the existing food
would be sufficient to feed all the devotees, The baffled volunteers
were soon at the job. 'Time and again they would peep in the
shed out of curiosity and glance at the utencils; but every time,
even after serving food, the utencils held certain amount of food,
Thus all the devotees were fed sumptuously and the organiser
gave a sigh of relief. He then made a diligent search for the
sage, but the sage had quietly left,

Shri Sai Baba was a highly elevated aspirant. He possessed
tremendous divine power so much so that even after his samadhi,
he could pay visits to some of his devotees as if he was alive.
This feat of divine power is termed as ‘Resurrection’. Such feats
are generally performed by few highly elevated aspirants like Baba
with intention to bring consolation to the devotees, *®

S. N. Awachat
Section Supervisor, BTD, Globe Chambers,
5th floor, Fort, Bombay ~ 400001



Sai - Quest

1 had great regards for Smt, Indira Gandhi,
Merely because she had dynamic quality,
Whatever she had her diplomatic policy,

I hail her as "Mother India® for her humanity,
And who gave first preference to her duty.

But the facts extremely grieved me,

That she was denied entrance at Jagannathpuri,
(Merely because she had married a Parsi),

And also that she was never drawn to Shirdi,
To have the blessings of our Sai Hari.

What could have been the reason ?

In her lifetime did she not have the vision
And wished to take the darshan,

Of our Saibaba even for a fraction

Of a second from her busy session ?

This thought perturbed me absolutely,
Which lingered in my mind continuously,
This puzzle could not be solved so easily,
Which drove me to question ardently,
Any Sai-devotee to answer suitably.

Miss Neelam B. Sanglikar
University Womens’ Association, 270-E, Senapati Bapat Road,

Gokhale Nagar, Pune - 411016



OCTOBER 1984

(Continued from January
1985 issue)

Thursday 4-10-84 (Punyatithi day)

In the afternoon from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Aradhana was done.
Dhoties were given to Brahmins, Sarees and blouse pieces were
given to ladies and dhoties and cloth were distributed among the
servants. Seemollanghan (crossing the border) was done in the
evening by taking a procession upto the Khandoba temple
accompanied by music, There the flag of Shri Baba, Shami elc.
were worshipped and the gold in the form of apta leaves was given
to each other by the participants in the procession. All the
devotees, then took darshan of Khandoba. The procession then
visited all the temples in the village and returned to the
Samdhi Mandir.

From 9-15 p.m. to 12 midnight the procession of the Chariot
of Shri Sai Baba was taken through the Shirdi village. The
procession was accompanied by the Shreekrishna Band Troupe
from Bombay, Shahnai, Band troupe from Rahata and Bhajan
parties of devotees from various places, When the procession
came to Gurusthan, some local devotees and Shri R.B, Sandbhor,
from Pune, gave programme of Garud and Bharud, which was
appreciated much by all the persons accompanying the procession,
In the Samadhi Mandir the programmes of the artists were already
started from 9 p.m, The devotees, who had accompanied the
chariot procession, joined the audience in the Samadhi Mandir,
who were listening to the programmes in the Samadhi Mandir.
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As the Programmes in the Samadhi Mandir continued upto
6 a.m. on the next mnrnmg (5-10-84), the §amadh| Mandir was
kept open for darshan fur the whole night.

Friday : 5—19—_11931

As the Samadhi Mandir was open for the whole night there
was no question of singing the Kakad aarti today. So the holy
bath was started as usual at 6-30 (a.m ) and all other further
programmes went on in the Samadhi Mandir as usual. From
7-70 a.m. to 8-30: a,m. Rudrabhishek was done in Gurusthan
From 8-30 p.m, to 10 p.m., Shri Laxmanbuwa Wakchure from
Shirdi delivered pravachan on account of the auspicious day of
Ekadashi. Shejarati was sung thereafter and the Samadhi Mandir
was closed. A special temporary stage was erected near Shanti
Niwas and the drama *Shirdiwale Saibaba®’ (in Hindi), written
by Shri Kumarsen Gupte, was staged thereon.

Saturday : 6-10-1984

This was the last day of the festival, The Samadhi Mandir
was opened as usual at 5 a,m. and the Kakad aarti was sung at
5-15 a.m. The holy bath was started at 6.30 a.m. and the Abhishek
was started thereafter at the usual time, From 10-30 a.m. to
12 noon, Shri Manumaharaj Koklegaonkar performed the Kala
Keertan in the Samadhi Mandir and the Dahihandi programme
took place thareafter. Noon aarti was sung thereafter and teerth
and prased were distributed to the devotees, who were present
for the aarti, After the Dhuparati was sung a programme of
vocal music was given in the Samadhi Mandir from 7-30 p.m,
to 10 p.m, by Shri Oka, Sou. Asawari Waikul and Sou, Aparna
Mayekar. After the Shejarati was sung this Punyatithi festival,
which lasted for four days, came to an end. During the days of
the festival nearly four lacs people visited Shirdi.

Some special features of the festival :-

The pmgrammc of the drama was fixed at the eleventh hour.
However Shri D.C. Patil, the Chief Engineer of Shirdi Sanstbap,
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rose to the occasion and within a short time he arranged to
erect the stage in spite of his busy schedule. For erecting the
stage Shri Patil had even to get sorne material on loan from outside.

Dahihandi is a regular feature of the programme on the
concluding day of the festival after the Kala Keertan; out it used
to take place without discipline every year, Devotees used to
rush there aand only young and strong persons used to get the
prasad from the handi, Others, who could not struggle in the
rush, had just to witness the incident. In order to avoid this
indiscipline and rush, the prasad from the handi was collected
this year in a cloth and it was mixed with the prasad that is
distributed to the devotees after the noon-aarti. This was appre-

ciated much by all the devolees as every one got the prasad from
the handi.

In order to avoid the inconvenience caused to the devotees
for purchasing the Abhishek coupens, a special railing was erected
in the Saramjame garden, near the Samadhi Mandir and a special
cabin was erected therein for the sale of Abhishek coupens, A
shed is also put up on the cabin so that the devotees are not
required to stand in the hot sun, Similarly arrangements were
made for the darshan of Shri Sai Baba by arrangiung proper
entrances and exits, Drinking water was also provided near the
exit, This arrangement was also liked by the devotees, who came
for darshan during the days of the festival.

Within the premises of the Shirdi Sansthan, mandaps and
arches were erected, which helped to decurate the whole area.
An imposing arch was erected on Nagar-Manmad main road.
In addition to this arches were erected pear Gurusthan and
Dwarakamai. Samadhi Mandir, Gurusthan and Dwarakamai buildings
were electrically illuminated during the festival. In order to
maintain regular electric supply during the festival, Shri Bode and
other staff of the Maharashtra State Electricity Board kept constant
watch over the electric supply and therefore a regular supply
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could be maintained throughout the festival. In case of failure
of the electric supply, alternate arrangements were made to
maintain the supply through generators which were procured
from Vaijapur and Shirdi.

For maintaining law and order the Security Staff of the
Shirdi Sansthan worked very hard. However in view of the
heavy rush, the Security Staff of the Sansthan was found to be
inadequate, Hence the N,C.C. Cadets from Sainath Secondary
School, Scouts, Home-guards, Police, Security Guards from the
Mabarashtra State Agricultural Board and Rovers and Rangers
from the Railway were requested to help the Security Staff of
the Sansthan in maintaining law and order. In all a batch of
170 persons was busy for this work., The following officers helped
in maintaining the law and order .-

1) Captain Shetty, the Senior Security Officer from the
Godawari Sugar Mills Ltd., Laxmiwadi and Sakharwadi, Shri
Hirubhai Patel the Chief Officer, Homeguards.

2) Shri Mobanrao Ambodkar, The Security Officer of the
Maharashtra State Agricultural Board at Laxmiwadi.

3) Shri Pohekar, Dy Inspector of Shirdi Outpost and Special
Dy. Inspector Shri Pundalikrao Shinde.

4) Shri Subhash Kotasthane, Chief Officer, Homeguards, Shirdi.

5) Shri Raut, Superintendent of the residency of the Sainath
High School, Shirdi.

Arrangements for the residence of the devotees was done as
usual in Lendibaug, all the buildings of Shirdi Sansthan, Sainath
High School and the Primary School; but as these arrangements
even are usually found to be insufficient, additional residential
accommodation was provided at the High School and Marathi
school of the Rayat Shikshan Sanstha at Sawli Vihir, Sharada
Vidyamandir at Rahata, Guest houses of the Sanjivani Co-Operative
Sugar Factory and the Pravara Co-Operative Sugar Factory,
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Nearly 2000 devotees were provided residential accommodation
at the above places. A Mandap was also erected on the terrace
of Sai Udyan; but it was damaged due to storm and rain

on 1-10-1984,

In order to maintain regular water supply, Shri Jadhayv, the
Executive Engineer of Nasik Division, arranged to supply water
continuously through the canal. Three water tankers of Ahmed-
nagar Zilla Parishad, at Sangamner, were brought and kept at
Shirdi for emergency and therefore no shortage of water was felt
during the festival. Shri Kshatriya, the Chief Executive Officer
of the Ahmednagar Zilla Parishad and Shri Zendepatil, the Prant
officer at Sangamner, paid personal attention for making available
the tankers at Sangamner. The water of the wells in the Sansthan
premises was treated with disinfectants,

Due to shortage of plates, only 500 people could be served
lunch in the dining hall at one time. Hence additional plates
were provided and now 1000 people can take lunch there at one
time. The crowd at the dining hall was therefore not to be seen
during this festival and the devotees were also pleased that they
could get lunch immediately after buying the coupen.

Sale of food - packets was a new feature of this year’s
festival, which was welcomed by the devotees very much. Tea
and Coffee was as usvual served at concessional rates at Dixit
Wada and during the time of the festival tea and coffee was
served even during night. Prasad packets (Shira), prepared in
ghee, were also made available only at a nominal price of 50
paise per packet. Sweet dish was provided on all the days of
the festival in the bhojangriha at the wusual rates. During the
festival 7404 food packets were sold. 24,982 devotees took luuch
in the Bhojangriha and 9309 prasad packets were sold. A new
beggars shed is constructed near the Bhojangriha where "annadan®
is done, During the festival as manay as 2279 beggars were
served food by way of annadan.

( to be continued )
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SHRI SAI BABA PHOTOS

Photos Size (Inches) Price Postage
Rs. P.

1) Ashirwad 14x20 1-65
2) " 10x14 1-10
3) ) 7x10 0-55
4) . 4x5 0-20
5) o 2x3 0-15
6) Baba Sitting on Stone (Col) 14x20 1-65
7) . (Black & White) 14x20 1-65
8) Statue Photo 13x18 2-75
9) " 13x18 1-00
10) Dwarkamai Photo (Col) 14x20 1-10
11) " 10x14 0-85
12) Camera Photo (Coloured) 9x12 1-65
13) » (Black & White) 9x12 1-10
14) Baba Sitting on Stone (Blue) 9x13 0-75
15) Shri Sai Baba Tin Plate Calendar 16-00
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