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May Day Special prostration at Thy Holy Feet, O Babal!
Workers of the World, Unite! To jointly serve Him!

For we are labourers together with God : ye are
God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building...

[For we are labourers together with God
- We do nothing of ourselves, nor in reference
to ourselves; we labour together in that work
which God has given us to do, expect all our
success from Him, and refer the whole to His
glory. We labour together in the work of God.
Far from being divided among ourselves, we
jointly labour, as oxen In the same yoke, to
promote the honour of our Master.]

Ye are God’s building. Ye are not only the
field which God cultivates; but ye are the house
which God builds, and in which He intends to
dwell. As no man in viewing a fine building
extols the quarryman that dug up the stones,
the hewer that cut and squared them, the mason
that placed them in the wall, the woodman
that hewed down the timber, the carpenter that
squared and jointed it, etc., but the architect
who planned it, and under whose direction
the whole work was accomplished; so no man
should consider Paul, or Apollos, or Kephas,
anything; but as persons employed by the great
Architect to form a building which is to become
a habitation of Himself through the Spirit, and
the design of which is entirely His own.

The object of Paul was to show that all
that had been done for them had been really
accomplished by God. For this purpose he first
says that they were God’s cultivated field; then
he changes the figure; draws his illustration
from architecture, and says, that they had been
built by him as an architect rears a house. It does
not rear itself; but it is reared by another. So he
says of the Corinthians, “Ye are the building
which God erects.”

O Sai! Thou art our ideal ‘Jacob’s Ladder’

1 Corinthians 3:9 King James Version (KJV)

Who came to Shirdi, from the line of Jacob,
through the provisions of God, and redeemed us
so that we may live in heaven for eternity.

The question arises in the minds of Your
devotees, “What is Jacob’s Ladder?”

According to the Book of Genesis, Jacob
was the third Hebrew progenitor with whom
God made a covenant. He is the son of Isaac
and Rebecca, the grandson of Abraham, Sarah
and of Bethuel, and the younger twin brother of
Esau.

Genesis 28:10-12 first mentions ‘Jacob’s
Ladder’ when it says, “Jacob left Beersheba and
set out for Haran. When he reached a certain
place, he stopped for the night because the sun
had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it
under his head and lay down to sleep. He had a
dream in which he saw a ladder resting on the
earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the
angels of God were ascending and descending
on it.”

[O Baba! It would be worthwhil
recalling, retelling, remembering, and
looking back at the past here that You too
always kept a brick with You, perhaps given
by Your Guru as a sacred item. The brick
was Your constant companion and was dear
to You since Your first advent in Shirdi; and
while sleeping, You used to use it as a pillow;
and while sitting in the Dwarkamai-Masjid,
You used to rest Your hand on it.]

It is in the passage that God reveals Himself
to Jacob. In this vision Jacob sees something
similar to a ladder which signifies a connection
between God and man. In this instance, it was
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God Who provided the means necessary to link
Himself to man as opposed to the men of Babel
in Genesis 11 who tried to reach heaven by their
own actions, aside from the help of God.

This dream of Jacob’s is highly symbolic,
representing the Mediator, Jesus Christ, Who
came to carth and became that ladder for us to
reconnect the relationship with God.

According to the Bible, Jesus was our ideal
‘Jacob’s Ladder’ Who came to earth, from the
line of Jacob, through the provisions of God,
and redeemed us so that we may live in heaven
for eternity.

O Sai! You lived in a small dilapidated
mosque which You used to call Dwarkamai-
Masjid. Your devotees pestered You time and
again to let them renovate this Masjid; but You
repeatedly discouraged them to do so. You
were not in favour of giving Your ‘Home’ an
overhaul.

The wish of Nanasaheb Chandorkar,
Nanasaheb Nimonkar and Mhalsapati, however,
ultimately, prevailed, and You eventually gave
permission for it. This was a pretty amazing
instance of God’s kindness in yielding to His
devotees’ desire.

Lo! The fully equipped Renovation Crew
is here. A ladder is placed at an incline against
the dilapidated wall of the Dwarkamai-Masjid,
with the bottom of it set up on the holy soil of
Shirdi. (Shri Sai Sat Charita, Chapter 6)

O Sai! Behold Your angels! These angels

arc ascending and descending on the ladder.
These angels are the workers. These workers
include the carpenters, builders, and masons.

Workers of the World, Unite!
To jointly serve Him!

For we are labourers together with God :
ye are God’s husbandry,
ye are God’s building...

O Baba! None of Your devotees should
consider Nanasaheb Chandorkar, or Nanasaheb
Nimonkar, or Mhalsapati, anything; but as
persons employed by You - the great Architect
to renovate the Dwarkamai which is Your
Habitation. The Renovation Design of Your
Dwarkamai is all Yours.

O Sai! Thou art our ideal ‘Jacob’s Ladder’

®
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O Baba! You climbed up the ladder, and
reached the roof top; and then, started walking
with hasty steps from rooftop to rooftop until
you met Radhakrishna Mai who was then down
with high fever. After blessing her with a speedy
recovery, You climbed down; and immediately
paid Rupees two to the worker who brought the
ladder.

O Sai! You must still be remembering that
You were asked by somebody present on the spot
as to why You paid so much remuneration for so
little work. You had replied that labourers and
related workers should not be bothered without
paying prompt and handsome remuneration.
(Shri Sai Sat Charita, Chapters 18-19)

Workers! Are you listening to Sai?
Workers of the World, Unite!
To jointly serve Him!

For we are labourers together with God :
ye are God’s husbandry,
ye are God’s building...
O Sai! Thou art our ideal ‘Jacob’s Ladder’
Who came to Shirdi, from the line of Jacob,
through the provisions of God, and redeemed us ~ through the provisions of God, and redeemed us

so that we may live in heaven for eternity. so that we may live in heaven for eternity.

O Sai! One day at noon, You came near the - Dr. Subodh Agarwal
house of Your ardent devotee Radhakrishna Mai . ‘Shirdi Sai Dham’,
and asked a village worker to bring a ladder. It L ilacioa g Dlgltt-af:lfhgg(l{
was set against the thatched cottage of Vaman Mobile : (0)9897202810
Gondkar. E-mail : subodhagarwal27@gmail.com

Q00O
K

Shri Sai Baba left His mortal coil and took the Mahasamadhi on Tuesday, October 15,\
1918, the auspicious day of Vijayadashmi. Since then, Shri Sai Baba’s Punyatithi is being
celebrated on the day of Vijayadashmi every year by the Sansthan. This Mahasamadhi event
of Shri Sai Baba is completing its one hundred years on 18" October 2018, the auspicious
day of Vijayadashmi (Dussehra). To commemorate these 100 years, the Sansthanis going to
celebrate this Centenary Festive on a grand scale from October 1, 2017 to October 19, 2018.
A separate account has been opened in the name of ‘Shri Saibaba Mahasamadhi Shatabdi
Sohala’bearingnumber35420673060intheShirdibranchofState BankofIndiaforSaidevotees
intending to donate for the ‘Centenary Year Event of Shri Sai Baba’s Mahasamadhi’.

Executive Officer,
Shree Sai Baba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi

\
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1. When I first visited Shirdi and took
Shri Sai Baba’s Darshan, He gave me four
arnas (25 paise). 1 treasured it, and carefully
put it in a special box which is otherwise
used for keeping the auspicious vermillion. I
religiously worshipped it. One day, I bought
few dry coconuts from a lady, and paid her
the desired amount. However, I later realized
while worshipping the box that I had accidently
given away the special four armas to the lady
who sold coconuts. I was distraught, and kept
chanting Sai Baba’s Name. Eventually, after
selling all the coconuts, the lady came back,
and returned the valuable four annas. She said,
“Madam, please take away these arnias that you
have worshipped, and give me other annas.”
On getting back the annas, I wondered at this
miracle, and realized Sai Baba had heard my
prayer and given me the arnnas back.

2. We were staying at our ancestral house
for many years. Five years ago, one day, I got
a dream, in which I saw, I am standing on the
marble staircase, and Shri Sai Baba came there
with His usual vessel in hand, and said, ‘Descend
the stairs.” I woke up from the dream, and found
it very mystical. I could not fathom the meaning
or understand the message being conveyed in
the dream. Next morning, my son returned from
Pune and said, “We shall move to a new house
now.” On knowing the reason for shifting, I told
him about the dream and immediately, we left
for a new house. The dream was an indication
of this transition.

3. Few years ago, my son was very sick,
and I was really worried. Every night, before
going to bed, I used to pray for his health to Sai
Baba. One night, I got a dream, where He said,
“Your son is fine. Why are you worried?’ From
that day onwards, my son’s health improved,
and indeed, he became fit and fine after some
days.

4. When I visited Shirdi for the third time,
I took one rupee coin in my hand, and kept one
more in my pocket. After I bowed down and
touched His Feet, [ gave Sai Baba the one-rupee
coin, which I was carrying. He asked me for

May-June 2016

more. | obliged, and gave the rupee, which [ had
kept in the pocket. He kept saying, “Give; Give,
you have enough money.” In this way, Sai Baba,
being omnipotent, knew everything about the
devotees.

- Krishnabali S. Prabhakar
Shri Sai Leela, 5" Year, Issues 2-3

On 14% September, 1918, Saturday, I
visited my friend, Sri Ganpatrao Badkar on
the occasion of Ganesh festival. 1 returned
late, and slept almost at 2.00 am. At 4.00 am,
I had a dream, where the sovereign of Dabholi
monastery, Swami Shri Madvimalanand gave
me eight armas (consisting of silver coins), and
said, ‘Get me 100 betel leaves before 12 noon.’
I woke up immediately, and switched on the
lights. I realized that there were neither leaves,
nor eight annas. Swami too was not there. It
was a dream after all. Yet, since it was a divine
dream, I noted it in my diary like I always do
whenever I get such indicative dreams of Sai
Baba. The reason for penning down such dreams

SAI MAHARAJA'S
EXPERIENCES

®
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is that often these dreams turn out into reality in
some form or the other. I have experienced that.

My house has a tradition of celebrating the
Ganesh festival for five days and recently, on
13" September, the idol immersion had taken
place. I was sure that since the leaves are part
of worship, they will be in stock. But, I was
doubtful of how I can send them to Dabholi,
which was very far from my residence in Bandra.
I thought, and felt that these leaves can be sent
to Shirdi, if not Dabholi. I knew that I would
ecasily get the number of leaves, and confirmed
this with my family. Yet, [ was not sure whom
to send. With all these thoughts, I got up from
my bed, and started climbing down the stairs.
I heard some footsteps, and realized someone
was coming up. It was Sri Anna Chinchanikar.
I was very happy. It was a Sunday, and he had
come from Shirdi the previous night to meet Sri
Keshav Joshi. Immediately, he gave me Shri Sai
Baba’s Udi, and after resting for a while, I told
him about the dream. I asked if he knew anyone
who was going to Shirdi. He instantly replied
that Sri Balasaheb Dev would be going to Shirdi
on Tuesday, and before leaving, he would meet
him on Monday. On knowing this, I gave him
100 leaves, 2 betel nuts, eight annas, and written
description of the dream.

Accordingly, Sri Anna met Sri Balasaheb
Dev at Thane, and told him the entire incident.
He immediately took the things, and started to
prepare for his journey to Shirdi. Just when he
was about to leave, his daughter fell ill. Hence,
instead of Tuesday, he postponed the journey
by two days. He gave the leaves, annas, and
confessed to Sai Baba that due to delay in the
journey, the leaves had dried off. He also kept
the betel nuts. He informed Sai Baba of the
dream.

Usually, when devotees offered such things
to Sai Baba, he would distribute these among
other devotees; but He kept these leaves on the
mattress saying, “It’s okay even if the leaves
have dried. Let it be here.”

Sri Dev wanted to inform about this incident
through a letter to me; however, he narrated the
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incident when Sri Anna Chinchanikar and Sri
Madhavrao Deshpande met him at his residence
on 27 September 1918. He sent me the
information about the incident, which I came to
know when I visited Bhausaheb Dixit at night
at his place on the occasion of Gaj-Gauri vrat.
Next day, when [ was about to leave, he insisted
that I listen to the sermon of Eknathi Bhagwat.
Sri Bhausaheb Dixit used to read it in the
morning. I listened to it, and coincidentally, that
day, he read about dried leaves, and how even
dried leaves symbolic of the fact that though
they may be aged, devotees are always dear and
age does not lower down devotion.

Offered by hearts purely devoted,

Such offerings are always adored, and are
sacred...

Though they may wither with time each
day,

Lord cherishes them, and shall never cast
away...

(Skanth 10, Adhyay 6, Shlok 12, Ovi 41)

The dream and the subsequent incidents,
as well as listening to sermon are all unrelated;
but there is a link for sure, as both discuss dry
leaves. The answer to Sai Baba’s acceptance of
dry leaves was given though in a different way
and through a different context. To summarize,
the dream, the requirement of 100 leaves,
arrival of Anna Chinchanikar at the same time,
Balasaheb Dev’s visit to Shirdi and offering of
the dry leaves, Sai Baba’s acceptance of the
leaves, on return, meeting Madhavrao, attending
the Gaj-Gauri function, and there, listening to
the sermon which again mentioned leaves - all
these incidents are tied together. It is a pleasant
surprise, and this made me fonder ot Sai Baba.
Lord wanted to convey the message that He
loves His devotees irrespective of their age and
offerings.

While reading Kaupinpanchak written
by Shri Mat Paramhans Parirvajkacharya Shri
Machchhankaracharya, I remembered an inci-
dent where Shri Sai Baba had given His coun-
sel to His one of the loyal devotees. In previous

(Contd. on page 32)

@



SHRISRILEELR

May-June 2016

] ‘M o f,g:.f‘?»_‘,

Sl
el

(Thatwas how Shri Sai Babamade Sri K.

Gopalkrishnan Hisstaunch devotee... )

I would like to share with you a miracle
that Sai performed for Sri K. Gopalkrishnan
- a family friend of ours; and how Baba
entered into his life, and how things changed
thereafter...

Padma Ramaswamy
A-8/3, Shree Ram Nagar,
S.V. Road, Andheri {West),
Mumbai - 400 058.
Mobile : (0)9820349755

Sri K. Gopalkrishnan himself narrates
the details of his hair-raising experience...

“I left for office on 10" June 2015 as usual,
leaving my wife engaged In her household
chores. She was all alone. Suddenly, at 5.00
pm, she experienced shooting pain in her head;
and in a fraction of time, pain flared through her
shoulders. She apprehended that something was
going wrong with her. She rushed to the hall,
but couldn’t even sit in the cot as by that time
she was losing control of her legs. However,
struggling to keep her cool, she immediately
rang up her best friend in our colony (who had
returned from her tour of the South the previous
night only), and made a request for immediate
help. The friend wasted no time, and came
rushing to her aid. She found my wife sitting
on the floor of the main hall, and sweating

profusely. Through the misty veil of her half-
closed eyes in a semi-conscious state, my wife
communicated and conveyed her problem to her
friend. I was still in the office, while remaining
guite unaware of the happenings at home. There,
my wife requested her friend to check if my
cousin’s wife, who was a doctor, had returned
from duty. Yes, she had arrived; and came as
quickly as she could to attend to the patient. The
preliminary check-up revealed that my wife had
high blood pressure (170/130) and rapid heart
rate (108). The patient now started vomiting,
and couldn’t even hold down water. Somehow,
to treat and reduce blood pressure, a tablet was
forced into her mouth, which led to a significant
cut in blood pressure within the next one hour,
slashing the risk of a heart attack or stroke.

My son was informed of the sudden illness
of his mother, and he rushed out of his office and
reached home by 6.40 pm. I wasn’t informed,
fearing it would cause me anxiety and tension
while driving back home. I reached home at
around 7.00 pm only to hear the shocking
developments as she had never experienced
any problem with her health. She has been
consistently measuring her blood pressure. Her
blood pressure was 130/80 the previous day.
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Finding her in critical condition, it was
decided to hospitalize her, where she had an ECG
done. Though the ECG showed no symptoms of
heart attack, the cardiologist decided to keep her
under observation in the ICU. At around 10.00
pm, the cardiologist chose to perform a CT scan
since the ECG showed no abnormal symptoms
of any kind, and left to decide on the best way to
follow up any findings made on the CT scan. The
CT scan was performed on 11" June at around
1.30 am, which diagnosed brain haemorrhage
(Aneurysm). We were advised that the patient
be transferred to another hospital nearby for
cerebral angiography. We moved her there on
11" June at 12 noon. The angiography was
carried out to ascertain the surgical treatment
for hemorrhagic stroke caused by an aneurysm.
The surgery involved heavy expenditure. The
estimated cost of surgery made me and my
son quite upset. But, the whole-hearted co-
operation of our office colleagues and our
cashless hospitalisation policies helped us
to sail through our troubles; and the surgeon
carried out successful operation by 1.30 am the
next day, i.e. on 12" June. She was hooked on to
a ventilator and shifted to the ICU.

It was on the 12" June that T experienced
Sai Baba entering into my life for the first time.
Honestly speaking, T had never been a devotee
of Sai Baba before this experience, though I'm
sure | am not an atheist. | am an ardent devotee
of Lord Hanuman, and have been regularly
worshipping at a temple on every Saturday
for the last 35 years. After worshipping Lord
Hanuman, I moved to go back to the hospital
where the patient was awaiting recovery from
surgery.

Lo! A few yards away from the temple,
I could visibly feel the presence of Shirdi Sai
Baba around me; uttering comforting words that
my wife was safe under His personal care at the
hospital, and that, she would be back home soon
in perfect health. These touching ‘words’ of
Baba warmed my heart, and my eyes welled up
with tears of joy. Not even with one iota of doubt
and disbelief in my mind, | walked towards the
hospital with enhanced self-confidence.

On reaching the special visitors’ room,
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I was awestruck to notice a framed photo of
Shirdi Sai Baba, in which He was spreading His
protecting hands to bless the devotees, hung on
one of the walls of the room. This view endorsed
my earlier experience that Sai Baba had entered
into my life at a time when | was totally in a
helpless state.

I shared my blissful feelings with my wife’s
friend. It was really an ecstatic moment for me
to hear from her that she was a devotee of Sai
Baba, and that she had already administered Udi
to my wife when she came home the previous
day. With this revelation, it had become quite
evident that Sai Baba had entered my home
on the 10" June itself when my wife was
administered Udi. My wife’s friend then gave
me a packet of Udi and a copy of Shri Sai Sat
Charita along with a small photo of Baba. She
also requested me to apply Udi every morning
and evening on the forehead, and take some
little of it mixed with water. She also advised
me to read one chapter or few pages from Shri
Sai Sat Charita a day, and offer prayer in faith
to Baba for my wife’s rapid recovery. I started
complying with her advice from the same day.
| also made it a point to visit Sai Baba temple
in my locality to seek His blessings on every
Thursday.

During her stay in the hospital, though my
wife still had one or two critical stages to pass
through, she remained conscious all through,
and at no stage went into a coma. Her recovery
was termed as very fast and remarkable. It’s
fine to say more precisely, a ‘grand miracle’,
with the blessings of Sai Baba. Finally, she was
allowed to be discharged from the hospital in
the last week of June.

However, after the incident, we noticed
that my wife suddenly lost the ability to speak
in one of the languages i.e. Malayalam, which
she earlier could speak very fluently (especially
considering the fact that she was born and
brought up in Kerala). Though she had no trouble
understanding what people were saying, she
just could not respond in Malayalam. Instead,
she would automatically end up replying in
Hindi. When we checked with the doctors, we
were told that such conditions do surface after a

®
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haemorrhage. The doctors told us that she might
or might not get back to speaking the language,
or it might even take years for her to get in back
in this case. Nevertheless, [ assured my upset
wife that since our mother tongue was Tamil,
and she could still speak three other languages,
this minor issue really need not bother both of
us too much, and we must accept it, and move
orn.

After her discharge from hospital on the
26" June, my wife slowly started reading the
daily prayers from the books which were all
primarily in the Malayalam language. Once
her confidence increased her self-motivation
drastically, she also started reading Shri Sai Sat
Charita regularly. As a result of an awful lot of
determination, dedication, self-discipline and
effort of my wife, she suddenly, sometime in
the last week of July 2015, started conversing
clearly, confidently and fluently in Malayalam.
This again was nothing short of another ‘grand
miracle’, which came as a complete surprise to
our family.

She underwent physiotherapy for about
one and a half months on her return home; and
MRI scans, after a couple of months, showed
that all was well with her. Now I decided to
leave my consultancy assignment, and stay
with my wife all along. | wanted to be with her
to help her recover fast. Thus, I started a new
life that took me to new journey of spiritual
experiences. During all these 2-3 months, I
made three Parayans (readings) of Shri Sai Sat
Charita. My visit to Sai Baba temple on every
Thursday continues; and offering naivedya and
performing Aarati are regular happenings at our
home on Thursday evening. My family have four
people : I, my wife, my son and my daughter-
in —law. We all regularly pray to Sai Baba and
chant His Name during dawn and dusk.

After a few days, some youngsters from
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our colony were invited to conduct devotional
singing of Sai Bhajans at Shirdi. | also joined
them for the first time. When I entered the
Samadhi Mandir to have Darshan of Sai
Baba, | took the queue on the right side of the
fence that enclosed the Samadhi-platform. The
Samadhi Mandir, on the 15" of August, was
heavily crowded with pilgrims. After making
my heartfelt prayers at the Lotus Feet of Baba,
| started to walk out with my basket. As |
slowly walked towards the exit, two chaopdars
(attendants) asked me to wait near the statue of
Sai Baba as per the instructions of the priest.
I was moved, and my eyes were in tears only
to get a feeling of blessings of Sal Baba. The
priest allowed me to touch the Samadhi with
my forchead and get His blessings. The priest
also gave me an item with the embossed image
of Sai Baba on it and had His name inscribed.
After coming out of the hall, I came to the Neem
tree area (Gurusthan). While | was offering my
prayers to Baba, an attendant approached me
and offered me two leaves of the Neem tree, to
my utter surprise. My colony mates advised me
to keep these leaves near Sai Baba photo in my
home on return. T stayed in Shirdi for one day;
and, after seeking Baba’s permission, returned
to Mumbai with His blessings and Udi.

My faith that my wife would recover
rapidly with each passing day was a ‘virtual
gift’, bestowed upon me by the blessings of
none other than Baba Himself. All my family
members and I have now become His staunch
devotees. We feel our daily interaction with Him
when we pray. All of us have fully surrendered
to Sai Baba with unqualified faith. We now
firmly believe that He has always been with us
at all times.”

Sai ki leela Sai hi jane!
Compiled by Dr. Subodh Agarwal
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Avataranika on the eighth day...

...Facing the East and keeping the image of the Sadguru in the heart, do the Parayan
of the Book with a calm mind and with joy. During the seven days, read the first eight
chapters on the first day, then the next eight on the second day, followed by next seven on
the third day. Then eight, six, eight and seven chapters on the following four days, and only
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| Sri Bajirao Shinde, Member of the 3-Members Managing
Committee and Executive Officer of the Sansthan being felicitated
by Sri Rajendra Jagtap, chairman and other members of the
..| Sansthan’s employees’ co-operative credit society on the occasion
| of workers’ day...
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('Shri Ram Navami Festival - 2016 )

T he annual Shri Ram Navami festival was
organized by the Shree Sai Baba Sansthan
Trust, Shirdi this year from Thursday, April 14
to Saturday, April 16, in an air of piety amidst
chants of ‘Jai Shri Sai Ram’.

The Ram Navami festival was started in
Shirdi in 1911 with the permission of Shri Sai
Baba. A complete description of this can be read
in the sixth chapter of ‘Shri Sai Sat Charita’.
Since then this festival is celebrated every year
in Shirdi with great enthusiasm...

Well planned arrangements were made to
facilitate easy and convenient Darshan for the
devotees during the festival. Cloth mandaps
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were erected in the temple and surrounding
premises to shade from the heat. Security
guards, water and electricity facilities were
made available in these mandaps. Also, to
ensure proper shelter facility, cloth mandaps
with beddings were erected by the Sansthan
at various places on the Mumbai-Shirdi route
for pilgrims on foot (padayatris) accompanying
the palanquins. Water and electric supply
were provided in the mandaps. Mobile medical
squad was kept in service on the Sinnar-Shirdi
route to ensure instant medical care to the
padayatris. Free accommodation was arranged
in Sai Ashram 2 for the padayatris coming to
Shirdi for the Shri Ram Navami festival. The
Sai Satyavrat (Satyanarayan) and Abhishek
Pooja were suspended for three days during
the festival.

Kakad (lighted wicks) Aarati was done
in the morning on Thursday, April 14, the first
day of the festival. After the Kakad Aarati at
5 am, the Shobhayatra (grand procession)
of Shri Sai Baba's Photo, the Shri Sai Sat
Charita Grantha (holy book) and the veena was
taken out from the Shri Sai Samadhi Mandir
to Dwarkamai. Member of the 3-Members
Managing Committee and Executive Officer of
the Sansthan Sri Bajirao Shinde with the holy
book, the temple chief Sri Rajendra Jagtap and
temple employee Sri Laxman Turakane with
the Photo of Shri Sai Baba and the Sansthan’s
priest Sri Vilas Joshi with the veena joined the
Shobhayatra. After the Shobhayatra reached
Dwarkamai, the Akhand (non-stop) Parayan
(reading) of the holy Grantha ‘Shri Sai Sat
Charita® commenced. Executive Officer Sri
Bajirao Shinde read the first chapter and Sou.
Seema Shinde read the second. After that
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Executive Officer Sri Bajirao Shinde along with
his wife performed the Padyapooja (worship of
the Holy Feet) of Shri Sai Baba.

At 12 noon, the Madhyan (mid-day) Aarati
was done. After the Aarati, the distribution of
Teertha-prasad was done.

From 4 pm to 6 pm, melodious kirtan
programme by H.B.P. (Hari Bhakta Parayan)

May-June 2016

Sri Vikram Nandedkar was held.

After the Dhoop (incense) Aarati at
6.30 pm, being a Thursday, at 9.15 pm after
the routine worship of Shri Sai Baba in Chavdi,
a Procession of Shri Sai Baba's Palanquin
was taken out through Shirdi village. After the
Procession, Shej (bed-time) Aarati was done at
10.30 pm.
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Among the programmes of invitee artistes
held on the occasion of the festival in the
Sainagar ground, Kuchipudi dance programme
by Sri Muvva Nritya Niketan (Vijaywada) was
held at 7.30 pm and dance programme by the
specially challenged children of Sai Shraddha

May-June 2016

Main day, Friday, April 15, 2016

Saburi (Delhi) was held at 9 pm. The audience
applauded the performances profusely.

Being the first day of the festival,

Dwarkamai was kept open throughout the night
for the Parayan. The planned arrangements
by the Sansthan’s administration, keeping the
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possible gathering in mind, ensured easy and
convenient Darshan of Shri Sai Baba for Sai
devotees. Taking cognizance of the severe
heat, the Sansthan administration provided
drinking water at several places in the Darshan
line and other places.

Free tasty meal was provided to Sai
devotees in the Shri Sai Prasadalaya from the
donations made by philanthropic Sai devotees
- Smt. Anupamaben Satishbhai Patel, Sou.
Pushpa Shamlal Sharma (Mumbai) and Sri N.
Murali Krishna (Hyderabad) (in memory of his
late wife Sou. Namudurai Kanaka Durga).

On April 15, 2016, the main day, Friday,
of the festival, after the Kakad Aarati at 4.30
am, the Akhand Parayan was completed. The
Shobhayatra with musical instruments of the
Photo of Shri Sai Baba, the Shri Sai Sat Charita
Grantha and the Veenawas taken out. Chairman
of the 3-Members Managing Committee of the
Sansthan and Principal District and Sessions
Judge (Ahmednagar) Sri Srikant Kulkarni
with the holy Grantha, Executive Officer Sri
Bajirao Shinde and temple chief Sri Rajendra
Jagtap with the Photo of Shri Sai Baba and the
Sansthan'’s priest Sri Vilas Joshi with the Veena

May-June 2016

joined the Shobhayatra. The Padyapooja of
Shri Sai Baba was done by Sri Srikant Kulkarni,
Chairman of the Sansthan and his wife Sou.
Sharmila Kulkarni. Sri Kulkarni and Sri Shinde
with their respective wife did the worship of the
‘kawadis’ (flag posts) and the sack of wheat
in Dwarkamai. H.B.P. Sri Vikram Nandedkar
presented kirtan on the birth of Shri Ram at
10.30 am.

Before the Madhyan Aarati, the ritual
worship of the new flags was done by the
Rasane and Deshpande (Nimonkar) families
and a procession was taken out at 4 pm. After
that, at 5 pm the Procession of Shri Sai Baba’'s
Chariot was taken out through the Shirdi village.
Sai devotees and villagers participated in this
in large numbers. After the procession Dhoop
Aarati was done at 6.30 pm.

Bhajans and devotional songs by Sou.
Madhura Vinay Bele (Nasik) at 7.30 pm and Sai
bhajans by Noor-e-Sai Parivar (Lucknow) at 9
pm were among the programmes presented by
artistes in the Sainagar ground for the festival.

Maharashtra’s minister of state for finance,
planning and rural development Sri Deepak
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Kesarkar, members of parliament Sri Sadashiv
Lokhande and Sri Hemant Godse attended the
Kakad Aarati and Maharashtra’s environment
minister Sri Ramdas Kadam attended the
Madhyan Aarati.

Free tasty meal was provided to Sai
devotees in the Shri Sai Prasadalaya from the
donations made by philanthropic Sai devotees
- S. Ajit Kumar (Chennai), Rajababu Garre
(Rajmandri), Smt. Madhuri Nair (Mumbai),
Shvetanga Shaveta (Hyderabad), V. V.
Raghavan (Mumbai), Vrinda Sundaram (Delhi),
Sunil Agarwal (Mumbai), S. Purushottam
(Bengaluru), Sita Hariharan (America), Vivani
Roy Choudhary, Smt. Anita Borkar (Mumbai),
Dusmant Kumar Swain (Bhubaneshwar) and
SriN. Murali Krishna (Hyderabad) (in memory of
his late wife Sou. Namudurai Kanaka Durga).

The attractive floral decorations in the Shri
Sai Samadhi Mandir and its premises from the
donation made by Smt. Rimple Lohia of Nagpur
drew the attention of all Sai devotees; and the
main gateway erected with the images of the

Concluding day, Saturday, April 16, 2016
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author of the Shri Sai Sat Charita - late Sri
Govind Raghunath Dabholkar alias Hemadpant,
Sant Gnyaneshwar Maharaj and Sant Tukaram
Maharaj and some copies of the Shri Sai Sat
Charita displayed on it and the electric lighting
of the temple and its premises became the main
attraction of the festival.

Being the main day of the festival the Shri
Sai Samadhi Mandir was kept open for Darshan
throughout the night. Artistes presented
programmes in front of Shri Sai Baba on that
day from 10 pm to the next day till 5 am.

Shri Sai Baba’s Holy Bath was done on
Saturday, April 16, 2016, the concluding day of
the festival. Executive Officer Sri Bajirao Shinde
along with his wife did the Rudrabhishek at
the Gurusthan at 6.30 am and the Member of
the 3-Members Managing Committee of the
Sansthan and District Collector (Ahmednagar)
Sri Anil Kavade did the Padyapooja of Shri Sai
Baba in the Shri Sai Samadhi Mandir. Executive
Officer of the Sansthan Sri Bajirao Shinde and
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= Wrestling competition on the occasion of Shri Ram Navami festival
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officials of the Sansthan graced the occasion.

After H.B.P. Sri Vikram Nandedkar’s kala
kirtan (devotional narration in praise of Lord
Krishna) and then the dahi handi (breaking
of the earthen pot with curd) programme, the
Madhyan Aarati was done at 12 noon.

Free tasty meal was provided to Sai
devotees in the Shri Sai Prasadalaya from the
donations made by philanthropic Sai devotees
- P. Praveenkumar and Swapna (Hyderabad),
Nagraju Pampat and Sri N. Murali Krishna
(Hyderabad) (in memory of his late wife Sou.
Namudurai Kanaka Durga).

Programmes of Saiprem cultural dances by
Shri Sai Satsang (Gauhati) at 7.30 pm and Sai
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Member of the 3-Members Managing Committee
and Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Sri Bajirao
Shinde felicitating Sri Shashikant Dalvi, chairman
of Shri Dwarkamai Mandal of Mumbai for the grand
display at the gateway of Shri Sai Samadhi Mandir in
Shirdi for the festival of Shri Ram Navami...

bhajans by Sai Seva Samiti (Urai) at 9 pm were
among the programmes presented by artistes
in the Sainagar ground for the festival.

About 2 lakh devotees availed the free
prasad meal at the Shri Sai Prasadalaya and
free bundi prasad packets were distributed to
the nearly 2.5 lakh devotees in the Darshan line
for the Darshan of Shri Sai Baba in the Shri Sai
Samadhi Mandir, during the three days of the
Shri Ram Navami festival.

All the office bearers of Shri Dwarkamai
Mandal were felicitated by the Sansthan for
providing electric lighting in the Shri Sai Samadhi
Mandir and its premises and erecting various
displays during Shri Sai Baba’s Punyatithi and
Shri Ram Navami festivals since last 39 years.

All administrative officers, departmental
heads and employees under the guidance
of the Chairman of the 3-Members Managing
Committee of the Sansthan and Principal
District and Sessions Judge (Ahmednagar) Sri
Srikant Kulkarni, Member of the Committee
and District Collector (Ahmednagar) Sri Anil
Kavade and Committee Member and Executive
Officer of the Sansthan Sri Bajirao Shinde took
special efforts for the successful conduct of the
festival.
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Tuesday, March 22, 2016 : Dr. D. Y. Chandrachud, Chief Monday, March 28, 2016 : The procession of Shri Sai Baba’s
Justice, Allahabad High Court, Uttar Pradesh... Chariot by the Shri Sai Baba Sansthan through Shirdi

village on the occasion of Rangpanchami...

Saturday, April 23, 2016 : Sri Maninderjeet Singh Bitta, Thursday, April 28, 2016 : Industrialist Sou. Nita Ambani
Chairman of All India Anti-Terrorism Front... with her son, flanked by the Member of the 3-Members
Managing Committee and Executive Officer of the Sansthan
Sri Bajirao Shinde...

e B

Friday, April 29, 2016 : The ministry of non-conventional energy has honoured the solar steam cooking project

@D
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installed on the Shri Sai Prasadalaya run by the Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi with a national award.
Member of the 3-Members Managing Committee and Executive Officer of the Sansthan Sri Bajirao Shinde
received the award on behalf of the Sansthan on April 29, 2016 from the Union Minister for non-conventional
energy Sri Piyush Goyal in New Delhi. Informing about this, Sri Shinde stated on behalf of the Sansthan that the
Sansthan installed the solar steam cooking project on the terrace of the Shri Sai Prasadalaya to save the cost of
energy for cooking the prasad meal daily for Sai devotees in the Shri Sai Prasadalaya of the Sansthan. Generating
about 2800 kg steam everyday, 2 tonnes of rice and dal are boiled everyday for nearly 20,000 Sai devotees through
this project. The solar steam cooking project has saved 1 lakh kg LPG (gas) till date and thereby Rs. 60 lakh
financial saving for the Sansthan. Overall this project has proved to be a model environment friendly and the
largest non-conventional energy project in the country.

The non-conventional energy ministry of the government of India had organized the Concentrated
Solar Thermal (CST) Technology Excellence Awards 2016 competition to encourage solar energy sources in the
country. The Sansthan forwarded information on the solar steam cooking project on the Shri Sai Prasadalaya
for the competition. Sri Tarun Kapoor, secretary — non-conventional energy ministry informed in a written
communication to the Sansthan about the announcement of the award to the Sansthan’s solar steam cooking
project by the non-conventional energy ministry’s competition committee after scrutinizing all the entries from
all over the country.

Chairman of the 3-Members Managing Committee of the Sansthan and Principal District and Sessions
Judge (Ahmednagar) Sri Srikant Kulkarniand the Member of the Committee and District Collector (Ahmednagar)
Sri Anil Kavade congratulated the concerned officers and employees for the award to the Sansthan’s solar steam

cooking project.
Q00O

(Contd. from page 7) any family or belongings. He fell ill, and seeing

edition (Year 4, Issues 11-12) of Shri Sai Leela "0 chance of recovery, he was given a treatment
Magazine, one has read about late Sakharam of a sanyasi (mendicant). His funeral rites were

Hari alias Bapusaheb Jog. Sai Baba has said  Performed like that of a monk. He was buried
50 many things that it is not possible to record with full respect, and a samadhi was built which

each; yet, the attempt is to present His teachings, suited the ashram or monastery.
whichever we note down, and share with all. In conclusion, what Sai Baba had spoken
about him had turned out to be true. As
described In the philosophy of monks, one
who is a mendicant is liberated, and is in true
sense, a fortunate person. Shri Sai Baba was
indeed a monk, and remained detached from the
worldly, material life. While serving Sai Baba
; in Shirdi, Bapusaheb Jog had received the attire
Sal Baba answered : of amonk - a kafni. Sai Baba Himself had given
When | see you pleading from door-to- it. He worn it, and after coming to Sakori, he
door wearing a kafni like me, at that time, your ~ was living a life of a monk - free of all worldly
fortune will be the brightest, and you will get  desires. Aperson living a life of non-attachment
to taste the fruits of your action. You will be a  is indeed fortunate.
monk. Both will be happy when this happens.

Once, when Baba was resting in His Masjid
with all devotees, and was in a joyful mood,
Bapusaheb Jog said, “Baba, | have served You
all these years devotedly. When shall | see or
realize that my efforts have been paid off? When
shall | get the taste of fruits of my service?”

- Baba’s Hemad

After few years, Bapusaheb Jog lost his - Shri Sai Leela, 5" Year, Issues 9-10
wife. He did not have any children. Shri Sai Translated from Marathi by
Baba too had taken Samadhi. Hence, he went Meenal Vinayak Dalvi
to Sakori to serve Upasani Maharaj. Later, E-mail : meenalvd567@yahoo.co.in
Bapusaheb Jog became a monk, since he did not Mabile : (0)9226945333
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