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Humble Appeal
to Sai Devotees




SAI AMBULANCE PROJECT

A PROJECT CALLED ‘SAl AMBULANCE' PROVIDING EMERGENCY HEALTH
SERVICES TO THE NEEDY PATIENTS IN THE RURAL AND
REMOTE REGIONS OF MAHARASHTRA

Shri Sai Baba, in His incarnation, has served, nursed and cured many sick people.
The Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi has been taking all efforts to continue providing
the services to the patients the way He did. Today, two hospitals, namely ‘Shri Sai Baba’
and ‘Shri Sai Nath’ at Shirdi provide medical services at reasonable rates.

In order to carry on the work of providing health care, and to expand it further, the
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi, along with kind donors and devotees, has decided
to start a scheme for providing emergency health care to the needy, poor and deprived
patients in the rural and remote regions of Maharashtra by donating ambulances to the
NGOs (Non-Government Organization) working in those regions. In order to implement
this scheme, 500 ambulances are required. For this, it has been decided that 75% of the
cost will be collected from philanthropic Sai devotees who are willing to contribute and the
rest 25% from the NGOs.

The ambulances donated through this scheme will be termed as ‘Sai Ambulance’
all over Maharashtra, and their functioning as well as maintenance will be looked after by
the social service organizations which are willing to participate in this noble scheme. Donor
Sai devotees can make this donation in memory of their parents/relatives/loved ones, on
their birthdays or other occasions. The name of the donor making more than 75% share of
the total cost of one ambulance will be displayed on the ambulance along with the Shree
Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi. Besides this, those who want to contribute voluntarily can
also donate as per their will.

The Sansthan appeals the donors to make a payment by cash, cheque, demand
draft, or pay online on the Shree Saibaba Sansthan’s official website (www.online.sai.org.
in)

All the devotees are requested to make contribution with all the fullness of their
heart to the above-mentioned scheme of ‘Sai Ambulance’.

COST OF ONE AMBULANCE

Sr. | Proposed Amount 75% of the cost (Share 25% of the cost
No. [Ambulance (Approx.) of Sai devotee) (Share of N.G.O.)
01. |Mahindra Bolero | 4,72,000/- 3,54,000/- 1,18,000/-
(Diesel) Non A/C
02. |Mahindra Bolero | 5,00,000/- 3,75,000/- 1,25,000/-
(Diesel) A/IC
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|3 First time in the Sansthan’s history...

g& Officer from the Indian Administrative

' Services holds the post of Sansthan’s
Chief Executive Officer
Efficient, Dynamic, Versatile...
Smt Rubal Prakher Agarwal

------

- Birth Date : 21.8.1983 == Birth Place : Devali, Tonk, Rajasthan :: Educational
Currlculum B.A. (Economlcs) Beginning of Career in the Administrative Services
:1.9.2008... :: Posts adorned : S.D.M. - Kurduwadi (Solapur), Chief Executive Officer
- District Council, Ahmednagar, Collector - Ahmednagar, Collector - Jalgaon ::
Awards : Mahatma Gandhi Peace Award (2015-16), Best Collector in the Campaign of
‘Beti Bacho, Beti Padhao’ (2016), Best Collector Award of Maharashtra Government
(2016-17) = Aim : To bring the motion in the administration of Shirdi Sai Sansthan
and transparency in its work, as well as enrich the Centenary Ceremonies of Shri
Sai Samadhi successfully.

Awarded with the Best Collector Award (2016-17) of
Maharashtra Government [
at the hands of Y J
the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, ==
Sri Devendra Fadnavisg: N2
h L—
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Chanting The Glory of Shirdi Sal,
The More Pleasant Than Powerful Narrative of
Shri Ram, Hanuman and Samarth Ramdas InView

Hanuman is seen by Ram and Lakshman for the

first time near Mount Rishyamukha, on the outskirts
of Kishkindha.

Hanuman is introduced in Kishkindha Kand
when he speaks words of reassurance to Sugriv who
is gripped with fear when he spots two young men
with bows and arrows in the vicinity. Sugriv did not
mince matters and expressed his fear to Hanuman
that these two could be in partnership with Vali. He
advises Hanuman to find out about the antecedents
of these two men and asks him to go in the guise of
a hermit.

Hanuman, attired as an ascetic, goes to meet
Shri Ram and Lakshman. When he sees the two
princes, he wonders at their dresses. They look like
princes, but where are the ornaments? They look
like those who should be wearing ornaments, but are
without any.

Hanuman then establishes his presence in
their midst by beginning a conversation. His words
reflect his knowledge of the vedas, his proficiency in
grammar, and his superior intelligence which Ram
is quick to notice. Ram was charmed by Hanuman’s
communication style and art of speaking. Shri Ram
tells His brother Lakshman :

“See how excellently Hanuman has spoken!
He did not utter a single word without relevance and
significance. He has not wasted a single word. Nor
did he omit an appropriate word. He has not taken
more time than it was strictly necessary to express
what he wanted to say. Every word that he spoke can
never be forgotten.”

Firstimpressions are believed to make a striking
impact, and Shri Ram’s appreciation of Hanuman’s
excellences is a fitting tribute to him. Shri Ram says
that an envoy of this calibre is the greatest asset to
a king; and that his enthralling speech is capable of
even diverting the attack of even an enemy with a
drawn sword. How Hanuman speaks is analyzed by
Shri Ram in the Kishkindha Kand.

Shri Ram tells Hanuman that He has come to
make friendship with Sugriv. As Shri Ram speaks,
Hanuman notices the strength of Shri Ram’s
hands. Hanuman is focused on one thing - helping
Sugriv. So he pays particular attention to Shri Ram’s
strong arms, which give Hanuman the confidence
that Shri Ram could, indeed, help Sugriv.

Hanuman then leads Shri Ram to Sugriv... And
the rest is the ‘Ramayan’.

O Sai! We, who are Your Hanuman, too realize
the real strength that lay hidden beneath Your entire
persona; and, therefore, chant Your glory all the
time:

Hey Sain! Aadi na ant tumhara,
tumhein shraddha naman hamara
Dharti pe rahke Prabhu tumne
tan ambar tak vistara

Ishwariya aalok liye Prabhu



manav roop dhare ho

Chamatkar hi chamatkar se

tum sampoorna bhare ho
Saubhagya mile Prabhu darshan ka
saubhagya mile tab sara

Meru saman brihad vakshasthal aur
bhuj dand dishayein

Unnat bhal vishal sulochan

pag baikunth lajaye

Prabhu tum ho jahan rahate,

ho sada ujiyara hi ujiyara

Ham to tum se jod ke baithe

nata duniya wale

Roop virat dikhakar tumne

man acharaj mein dale

Hey Sain! Louta do phir se ham ko
vahi pavan roop manhara

That means :

O Sai! You have no beginning and no end,
Accept our humble devotion and worship
While You were on the Earth,

Your glory touched the Heavens
Wrapped in divine light,

You came to us in human form

You are a Treasure House of miracles!

If we have the good fortune of having
Your darshan, then will we be

fortunate always

Your chest is as vast as

the heavenly Mount Meru

And Your arms are like the vast directions
Your glowing, prominent forehead and
Your beautiful Feet shame the heavens
Forever illumined is Your Abode!

You have amazed us and

we wonder at Your Virat Roop,

Your expansive presence,

O Sai! Return to us once again

in Your worldly Avatar

that we loved so well...

O Sai! You first manifested Yourself as a
young boy of 16 years under a Neem Tree in Shirdi,
wearing tattered clothes. The people of Shirdi used
to wonder who this boy was... how come he was
able to meditate day and night not minding the cold
and hot climate. Saint Devidas already was in Shirdi
before You came; and there was another saint called
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Imaginary picture
based on the real incifle

saint called Gangagir. He came to Shirdi and watched
You from a distance. He watched You carrying water
from the well in two pots in Your hands and walking
towards the present Samadhi Mandir surface to
water the plants there. Gangagir never disturbed You
by trying to talk to You. He just noticed Your labour
for the welfare of the Shirdi people and asked the
village folks, “When did this person come here? He
is a pure gem. He has great worthiness. It is the great
good fortune of the village that you have acquired
this gem”. O Sai! Then Gangagir approached You
with absolute humility, and You started spending
time with him in discussing spiritual subjects for a
while.

O Sai! Your exterior semblance did belie!
Undoubtedly, You looked like Shri Ram. But You,
like Him, were not in exile. So yet, why were You
putting on tattered clothes with no ornaments? O
Rajadhiraj Baba! Please tell us, where was Your
crown?

When one who looks to Shri Ram with faith and
worshipfulness, one becomes wide in heart, pure in

®
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spirit, good in nature, dispassionate in thought, word
and deed.

O Sai! So is in Your case. “If you look to
me, | shall look to you,” You always assured Your
devotees.

O Sai! You are always quite truly impartial,
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like Shri Ram, to all Your devotees. Your judgement
is objective and detached.

O Baba! There was a devotee of Yours by
the name Damodar Ghanshyam Babare alias
Anna Chinchanikar. He was a simple, rough and
straightforward person. He cared for nobody
and spoke plainly. He hailed from the village
Chinchani, and hence everyone used to address
him as Anna Chinchanikar. Though he always wore
an unfamiliar and unfriendly countenance, he was
a good natured, guileless decent human being,
friendly and unpretentious. His virtues quickly
earned him popular affection that he never lost. So,
O Sai! You loved him so dearly. One day, this Anna
was shampooing Your left arm, that rested on the
kathada (railing of the Masjid). On the right side,
one old widow named Venubai Koujalgi whom
You called mother and all others Mavshibai, was
serving You in her own way. This Mavshibai was an
elderly woman with clean hands and a pure heart.
She clasped the fingers of both her hands round Your
trunk; and was at this time kneading Your abdomen.
She did this so forcibly that Your back and abdomen
became flat (one) and You moved from side to side.
Anna on the other side was steady, but Mavshibai’s
face moved up and down with her strokes. Once, it
so happened that the faces of Anna and Mavshibai
drew together. Being of a little playful taunting and
witty disposition Mavshibai remarked, “Pooh! This
Anna is a very lewd, loose fellow. This grey-headed
old man has no shame and is lacking propriety and
good taste in manners and conduct; he wants to kiss
me.” These words enraged Anna. He turned red and
puffed up like a beetroot. Pulling up his sleeves, he
protested, “You say that [ am an old bad fellow. Am
I quite a fool? It is you that have picked up a fight
with me.” The entire gathering of devotees present
in the Dwarkamai was enjoying this nok-jhok
(war of nerves) between these two of Your darling
devotees. You who loved both of them equally and
wanted to pacify them, managed the affair very
skillfully. Lovingly You said, “O Anna! Why are
you unnecessarily raising this hue and cry? I do not
understand what wrong, immoral act or impropriety
is there if a son kisses her mother.” Hearing these
words of Yours, they both calmed down, and all the
devotees laughed merrily and enjoyed Your wit to
their heart’s content.
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Here is a more pleasant than powerful narrative
of Shri Ram, Hanuman and Ramdas :

Samarth Ramdas was a contemporary of saint
Tukaram. He was a great devotee of Shri Ram and
Hanuman. He had darshan of Lord Ram even when
he was a boy. Lord Ram Himself initiated him.
Thousands of years after Shri Ram walked on the
earth, Ramdas was reciting His story again - after
thousands of years. The way Ramdas used to tell
the story of Ram
was so captivating,
so compelling, so
enigmatic that a vast
multitude of people
came together to
listen to him.

Once, in a
packed  assembly,
somebodyquestioned
Hanuman, whether
he really had Sita
and Ram in his self,
he literally tore open
his chest to reveal both, in his heart. Seeing such
zealous devotion, Ram embraced him and granted
a boon :

“Wherever my katha is being recited, you shall
always be there... | shall never ever be estranged
from you.”

Thenceforth :

Yatra Yatra Raghunath Kirtanam,
Tatra Tatra Krita Mastak Anjalim;
Bashpawari Paripoorna Lochanam,
Marutim Namascha Rakshas Antakam.

This means : 2

That wherever
the deeds of Shri
Ram are sung

At all such
places does
Hanuman -

with his palms
folded

above his
forehead - cry
Tears of
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devotion and joy,

At all such
places

does his
presence

remove the

fear of demons, —
we bow to
him.

It is said
that Hanuman,
the unqualified
devotee of Shri
Ram, who himself
was a witness to all the happenings, used to come to
listen to Ramdas. He would sit, of course, in disguise
amidst the crowd, enjoyed the Ramkatha very much,
with his palms folded above his forehead, and cry
tears of devotion and joy.

Sometimes it happens that when one is
involved in the action itself one can’t see the whole
happenings, the perspective cannot be that big. One
is involved in the thing, one is doing one thing, and
there are a thousand and one thing is going on; one
cannot be watchful of all.

Many things that he had only heard through
rumours, Hanuman was listening to again from an
authentic source.

But, one day, a problem arose. Ramdas was
depicting a scene. Ravan, after kidnapping Sita - Shri
Ram’s wife, kept her captive in the Ashok Vatika.
Ashok Vatika was a beautiful garden in Lanka, the
kingdom of demon king, Ravan. The Ashok Vatika
was a beautiful garden for spending time happily for
royal women. Ramdas was telling that the garden
was full of white flowers.

Because Hanuman had himself visited Sita in
the garden and had not seen a single white flower,
Ramdas’ narration of white flowers was too hard to
believe for him. He had seen only red flowers there.
So he stood up. He forgot that he should not interfere
as he was there in disguise. Raising his objection,
he said, “There was not a single white flower in
the garden; all the flowers were red, bloody red. So
there is a need to change the version of this part of
your narration.”
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Ramdas said,
“You, please, sit
mutely! Who are
you to correct
me?”

Hanuman’s
face grew red with
anger. He threw
his blanket; and,
thus, with his tail
and everything he
appeared out of the
blanket. He dared
Ramdas, “You ask
me who I am? I
am the Hanuman about whom you are talking! And
I was the one who went to the garden. But you never
ever visited that garden. After thousands of years
you are telling the story. | wonder how you have the
cheek to dispute my description of the colour of the
flowers. How dare you to keep me quiet! How I can
stay calm on this issue! Please modify the colour of
the flowers in your commentary. The flowers were
red, absolutely red!”

But Ramdas insisted, “O Hanuman! Don’t be
stupid! In the first place you are not expected here.
In the second place, though you had certainly gone
to the garden and had seen the flowers yourself, but
I cannot change the story, altering the colours of the
flowers. | know for sure that the flowers were white.”

Now this was too much. Hanuman was an eye-
witness; and this man (Ramdas), after five thousand
years, was telling a story. To Hanuman, he seemed
to be too stubborn or proud to admit his mistake. Not
only that, he called Hanuman stupid!

Hanuman said, “I cannot allow you to proceed
with your story. | will take you to Shri Ram. Only
Shri Ram can decide the issue.”

So Hanuman took Ramdas on his shoulders,
flew back to the heaven, reached Shri Ram,
and said, “Prabhu, Look at this man! After five
thousand years he is narrating the story. | didn’t
object him at any point, because | was not an eye-
witness. And | love his story; he is a beautiful
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story-teller. But about things which I was involved
in, he is not ready even to listen to me. You tell
him to correct his story. The flowers were all red,
and he goes on insisting that they were white. Not
only that, he calls me stupid. And I repeat it again,
the flowers were red! What is Your verdict, my
Lord?”

Shri Ram hugged Hanuman and said,
“Hanuman, Ramdas is right. The flowers were
white. But you were so angry at the act of Ravan,
your eyes were full of blood; hence you saw the
flowers as red. You should not interfere. When
persons like Ramdas say something, it cannot
be challenged. It is not a question of time - five
thousand or fifty thousand years. It doesn’t make
any difference. For a man like Ramdas, there is no
time barrier. He has entered into eternity; all time
limitations have disappeared. When he is telling
the story he is not only telling the story, he is seeing
the events too. For him there is no restraint of time.
It is not something of the past.”

Hanuman said, “Prabhu, You were not present
there, but I was! So, we must leave it to Sita Mata to
pronounce the judgement. She was there; and I am
sure nobody can question her words.”

And Sita started laughing and said, “‘Hanuman!
You simply apologize to Ramdas. The flowers were
white; you were just so angry, your eyes were full of
blood; hence you saw the flowers as red. You could
not see the white flowers. Hanuman! Please also
make it a point that in the first place you need not
go, and if you go, then keep yourself in hiding. And,
in any case, don’t get in the way of one’s narration.
Nothing can be changed. Whatsoever Ramdas is
saying is right, because he has a more aloof, distant
witnessing than you can ever have. You were too
much involved in it.”

Hanuman apologized to Ramdas, and Ramdas
bowed to Hanuman as the former was a great devotee
of Shri Ram and Hanuman.

- Dr. Subodh Agarwal

“Shirdi Sai Dham’,

29, Tilak Road, Dehra Dun - 248 001, Uttarakhand.
E-mail: subodhagarwal27@gmail.com

Mobile: (0)9897202810
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5, 2017, in an air of piety amidst chants of ‘a i
Shri Sai Ram’.

The Ram Navami festival was started in
Shirdi in 1911 with the permission of Shri Sai
Baba. Acomplete description of this can be read
in the sixth chapter of ‘Shri Sai Sat Charita’.
Since then this festival is celebrated every year
in Shirdi with great enthusiasm. Sai devotees
from all over the country and abroad come to
Shirdi for this festival.

Well planned arrangements were made to
facilitate easy and convenient darshan for the
devotees during the festival. A cloth mandaps
were erected in the temple premises to provide
shade from the heat. Security guards, water and
electricity facilities were made in these. Also, to
ensure proper shelter facility, cloth mandaps
with beddings were erected, by the Sansthan, at
various places on the Mumbai — Shirdi route for
pilgrims on foot (padayatris) accompanying the
palkhis (palanquins). Water and electric supply
were provided in the mandaps. Mobile medical
. - squad was kept in service on the Sinnar — Shirdi
Shirdi News = route to ensure instant medical care to the

padayatris. And first aid centers were started at

Mohan Yadav ) .
= - . s e the temple premises, darshan line, 500-rooms
-~ % Public Relation Officer = . . s
= e g New Bhakta Niwas Sthan, Sai Ashram, Shri Sai
e LU Sansm"?"_] i (_Sh"d') Prasadalaya and other places. Accommodation
= Trmgae\?ig:’x;rﬂgﬁmg;;&g“g’ by was arranged in the Sai Dharmashala at a very
SR = : nominal rate for the padayatris coming to Shirdi
E-ma?!-' vnsh;\l/lv‘arg;hnayarr@gm,al,l.com for the Shri Ram Navami festival. Similarly

The annual Shri Ram Navami festival was
held by the Shri Sai Baba Sansthan this year
from Monday, April 3, 2017 to Wednesday, April
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independent biometric pass counter was
started to facilitate easy and pleasant darshan
for the padayatris.

Kakad Aarati was done in the morning on
the first day of the festival on Monday, April 3,
2017. After the Kakad Aarati, the Shobhayatra
(grand procession) of Shri Sai Baba’s Photo,
the holy Grantha ‘Shri Sai Sat Charita’ and the
Veena was taken out from the Shri Sai Samadhi
Mandir to Dwarkamai. Vice Chairman of the
Sansthan, Sri Chandrashekhar Kadam with the
Veena, Trustees Sri Bhausaheb Wakchaure
and Sri Sachin Tambe with the Photo of Shri Sai
Baba and the Trustee and Chairperson of Shirdi
Municipal Council Sou. Yogitatai Shelke with the
holy Grantha participated in the Shobhayatra.
Trustee Adv. Mohan Jaykar, Executive Officer
Smt. Rubal Agarwal, Deputy Executive Officer
Dr. Sandeep Aher, villagers and Sai devotees
were present in large numbers on the occasion.
After the Shobhayatra reached Dwarkamai, the
Akhand (non-stop) Parayan (reading) of the holy
Grantha ‘Shri Sai Sat Charita’ commenced. Vice
Chairman Sri Chandrashekhar Kadam read
the first chapter and Sou. Rupali Tambe read
the second. After that at 6.15 a.m. Executive
Officer Smt. Rubal Agarwal along with her
family performed the ritual worship of Shri Sai
Baba’s Feet (Padyapooja).

At 12 noon, the Madhyanha (mid-day)
Aarati was done. After the Aarati, the distribution
of teerth-prasad was done.

From 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., melodious kirtan
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programme by H.B.P. (Hari Bhakta Parayan)
Sri Vikram Nandedkar was held on the dais in
front of the Samadhi Mandir.

After the Dhoop Aarati at 6.30 p.m., a
procession of Shri Sai Baba’'s Palkhi was
taken out through the Shirdi village. After the
procession, Shej Aarati was done at 10.30 p.m.

Among the programmes of invitee artistes
held on the occasion of the festival in the
Sai Nagar ground, a drama ‘My mother, her
father’ produced by Sri Anant Panshikar was
staged. Sou. Smita d ykar and Sri Mohan @ shi
played the lead comedian roles in the drama.
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The audience applauded the performances regional manager of Vijaya Bank graced the

profusely. occasion.

Being the first day of the festival, On April 4, 2017, the main day of the
Dwarkamai was kept open throughout the night  festival, after the Kakad Aarati at 4.30 a.m.,
for the Parayan. the Akhand Parayan was completed. The

On the auspicious occasion of Ram Shobhayatra with musical instruments of the
Navami, Vijaya Bank donated Rs. 7.5 lakh  Photo of Shri Sai Baba, Shri Sai Sat Charita
worth Multi-currency Desktop Bank Note Grantha and the Veena from Dwarkamai
Counter/Sorter Machine to the Sansthan. Sri  via Gurusthan was taken out. Trustee of the
Kishor Kumar Sansi, the managing director of = Sansthan Sri Bhausaheb Wakchaure with
Vijaya Bank handed over the machine to Sri  the Veena, Trustees Sri Pratap Bhosale and
Sachin Tambe, Trustee of the Sansthan. Sri  Advocate Mohan & ykar with the Photo of Shri
Babasaheb Ghorpade, chief accounts officer  Sai Baba, Trustee Sri Bipin Kolhe with the holy
of the Sansthan and Sri Vinayak Bhissikar, = Grantha joined the Shobhayatra. Dr. Suresh
Haware, Chairman of the Sansthan, Sri Sachin
Tambe, Trustee, Sou. Yogitatai Shelke, Trustee
and Chairperson of Shirdi Municipal Council,
Executive Officer Smt. Rubal Agarwal, Deputy
Executive Officer Dr. Sandeep Aher, villagers
and Sai devotees were presentin large numbers
on the occasion. The Padyapooja of Shri Sai
Baba, the kavadi (temple flag-post) worship in
the Shri Sai Samadhi Mandir and the worship of
the sack of wheat in Dwarkamai were performed
by the Chairman of the Sansthan, Dr. Suresh
Haware and Sou. Nalini Haware. H.B.P. Sri
Vikram Nandedkar presented kirtan on the birth
of Shri Ram at 10.00 p.m.

Prior to the Madhyanha Aarati, the ritual




R0 277 LEELR

R, Tt

worship of the new flags was done by the
Rasane and Deshpande (Nimonkar) families
and a procession was taken out at 4 p.m. After
that at 5 p.m. the procession of Shri Sai Baba's
chariot was taken out through the Shirdi village.
Sai devotees and villagers participated in this

March-April 2017

in large numbers. After the procession Dhoop
Aarati was done at 6.30 p.m.

Sri Vijay Sakharkar from Mumbai
presented the ‘Saiswarnrutyotsav’ programme
on the stage in the Sai Nagar ground from 7.30
p.m. to 10.30 p.m.

Being the main day of the festival the
Shri Sai Samadhi Mandir was kept open for
the darshan throughout the night. Artistes
presented the programmes in front of Shri Sai
Baba on that day from 10 p.m. to the next day
till5 a.m.

Being the occasion of Shri Ram Navami,

b
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philanthropic Sai devotees Sri Ajay Gupta and
Sou. Sandhya Gupta of Agra donated to the
Sansthan a Rs. 35 lakh canopy for Shri Sai
Baba’s Photo in Dwarkamai made of 67 kgs. of
silver and 142 kgs. of wood in the presence of
Sri Sachin Tambe, Trustee of the Sansthan. And
the ritual worship of two silver donation boxes,
weighing 15 kgs., donated to the Sansthan by
a philanthropic Sai devotee of Mumbai, was
performed by the Chairman of the Sansthan,
Dr. Suresh Haware and Sou. Nalini Haware in
the Shri Sai Samadhi Mandir.

Being the occasion of Shri Ram Navami,
saint Sri Sairam Guruji of Bharuch in Gujarat

@
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Concluding Day, Wednesday, April 5, 2017
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availed the darshan of Shri Sai Baba after
covering the 560 kms. distance from Bharuch
to Shirdi walking backwards.

Shri Sai Baba’s holy bath was done on
Wednesday at 5.05 a.m. on April 5, 2017, the
concluding day of the festival. Vice Chairman
of the Sansthan Sri Chandrashekhar Kadam
along with his wife Sou. Priyatama Kadam
performed the Padyapooja of Shri Sai Baba in

Deputy Executive Officer of the Sansthan Dr.
Sandeep Aher and Sou. Kalpana Aher did the
Rudrabhishek in the Gurusthan.

After H.B.P. Sri Vikram Nandedkar’s kala
kirtan at 10.30 a.m. and then the Dahi Handi
(breaking the pot containing curd) programme,
the Madhyanha Aarati was done at 12.10 p.m.

Dhoop Aarati was done at 6.30 p.m. and
the Shej Aarati at 10.30 p.m.

The railing of the Samadhi was covered
with gold weighing 12.65 kgs. costing Rs. 3.5
crores from the donation of Sri Bhaskar Reddy,
philanthropic Sai devotee of Hyderabad.
Chairman of the Sansthan Dr. Suresh Haware,
Sou. Nalini Haware, Executive Officer Smt.
Rubal Agarwal, Sri Rajendra Vikhe Patil and
other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

The attractive floral decorations in the Shri

Sai Samadhi Mandir and its premises from

the donation made by the philanthropic Sai
-
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devotee of Indore Sri Arun Dagria was drawing
the attention of all Sai devotees; and the main
gateway erected with the display of Hanuman’s
devotion towards Ram-Sita on it and the electric
lighting of the temple and its premises became
the main attraction of the festival. Dwarkamai
Mandal has been doing spectacular electric
lighting in the Shri Sai Samadhi Mandir and
its premises and erecting innovative, unigue
decorative main gate on the Shri Ram Navami
and Shri Sai Punyatithi festivals since the last
39 years. On behalf of the Sansthan trustee Sri
Sachin Tambe felicitated the directors of the
Mandal Sri Shashikant Dalvi, Sri Vilas Mahadik,
Sri Satish Rao and others. The Sansthan’s
Deputy Executive Officer Dr. Sandeep Aher,
chief accounts officer Sri Babasaheb Ghorpade,
administrative officers Sri Suryabhan Game,
Sri Uttamrao Gondkar and Sri Ashok Auti, chief
of the electricity department Sri Vijay Rohmare,
Sri Prakash Chitte and others were present on
the occasion.

Free tasty meals were served to Sai
devotees in the Shri Sai Prasadalaya from

the donations made by the philanthropic Sai
devotees — Sri Dushmant Kumar Swayeen
(Bhubaneshwar), Sri V. V. Raghavan (Mumbai),
Sri Sriniwas G. Shirgurkar, Sri Sunil Agarwal
(Mumbai), Smt. Vrunda Sundaram (Delhi),
Sri Hemantkumar & in (Kolkata), Sou. Sita
Hariharan (America), Sri Prakash Kumar, Sri
Sanjay Sod (Ludhiana) and Sou. Binaben
Sameerkumar Patel.

About 2 lakh Sai devotees availed the free
prasad meals at the Sai Prasadalaya and free
bundi ladoo packets were distributed to the
nearly 2.5 lakh devotees in the darshan line for
the darshan of Shri Sai Baba, during the three
days of the Shri Ram Navami festival.

Deputy Executive Officer Dr. Sandeep
Aher, all administrative officers, departmental
heads and employees under the guidance
of the Chairman of the Sansthan Dr. Suresh
Haware, Vice Chairman Sri Chandrashekhar
Kadam, all the Trustees and Executive Officer
Smt. Rubal Agarwal took special efforts for the
successful conduct of the festival.

Q00
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Wednesday, March 1, 2017 : Sri Bapusaheb Gund, Sai
devotee from Pune availed the darshan of Sai Baba’s
Samadhi after walking backwards from Pune to Shirdi.

-

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 : 15 Sai devotees from Austria
availed Shri Sai Samadhi darshan. Trustee Sri Sachin
Tambe greeted them on behalf of the Sansthan on the
occasion.

: g 4 ..... o i

The newly appointed Executive Officer Smt. Rubal
Agarwal being greeted by the Chairman of the
Sansthan Dr. Suresh Haware... in the presence of Vice
Chairman Sri Chandrashekhar Kadam, Trustees Sri
Bhausaheb Wakchaure, Sri Pratap Bhosale, Sri Sachin
Tambe, Trustee and Chairperson of Shirdi Municipal
Council Sou. Yogitatai Shelke, Deputy Executive
Officer Dr. Sandeep Aher and other dignitaries.

March-April 2017

The newly appointed Executive Officer of the Sansthan
Smt. Rubal Agarwal accepting charge from the former
Executive Officer Sri Bajirao Shinde...

é Shri Sai Baba left His mortal coil and1
took the Mahasamadhi on Tuesday, October
15,1918, the auspicious day of Vijayadashmi.
Since then, Shri Sai Baba's Punyatithi is
being celebrated on the day of Vijayadashmi
every year by the Sansthan. This annual
commemoration ceremony of Punyatithi
is completing its one hundred years on
18" October 2018, the auspicious day of
Vijayadashmi (Dassehra). To commemorate
these 100 years, the Sansthan is going to
celebrate this Centenary Festive on a grand
scale from October 1, 2017 to October 18,
2018. A separate account has been opened
in the name of ‘Shri Saibaba Mahasamadhi
Shatabdi Sohala’,  bearing number
35420673060 in the Shirdi branch of State
Bank of India for Sai devotees, wishing to
donate for the ‘Centenary Year Event of Shri
Sai Baba’'s Mahasamadhi’.

- Executive Officer,
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi

\_
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Sunday, March 12, 2017 : Holi fire was lit on behalf
of the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi at the
Gurusthan. Deputy Executive Officer of the Sansthan
Dr. Sandeep Aher along with his wife did the worship
of Holi on the occasion.

The

March 24, :
1.S.0.-9001-2008 certification to Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust Shirdi’'s accomodations at

Friday, 2017

Saiashram Bhaktaniwas, Sai Dharmashala,
Dwaravati Bhaktaniwas, Shri Sai Baba
Bhaktaniwas and Saiprasad Bhaktaniwas
renewed for further one year was received
recently.

The 1.S.0. certification’s  renewal

acceptance function was held at the sub-
committee meeting of the Sansthan’'s

March-April 2017
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Friday, March 17, 2017 : Shobhayatra of Shri Sai
Baba’s chariot on the occasion of Rangapanchami...

management in the presence of the Vice
Chairman of the Sansthan Sri Chandrashekhar
Kadam, Trustee Sri Bhausaheb Wakchaure,
Trustee and Chairperson of Shirdi Municipal
Council Sou. Yogitatai Shelke and Executive
Officer Smt. Rubal Agarwal. Philanthropic Sai
devotee Sri Keshu Moorti, Deputy Executive
Officer Dr. Sandeep Aher, chief accounts officer
Sri Babasaheb Ghorpade, administrative
officers Sri Suryabhan Game, Sri Uttamrao
Gondkar, Sri Dilip Ugale and Sri Ashok Auti,
department heads of all accomodation places
and others were present on the occasion.

Various Bhaktaniwas accomodations were
constructed by the Sansthan for Sai devotees
coming for Shri Sai Baba’'s darshan from all
over the country and abroad. Accomodation
arrangement for about 18,000 devotees are
made in 2534 rooms and 166 halls in all the Sai
bhaktaniwas accomodations. Reasonable rates
are charged to Sai devotees for accomodation
in these and tea, breakfast and meals are
provided for a token charge. Facility for advance
online reservation from home for rooms in
these Bhaktaniwas accomodations has been
provided on the website : online.sai.org.in.
The [.S.0. certification was awarded to the
Bhaktaniwas accomodations of the Sansthan
on a nuary 3, 2015 for the service orientation
experienced by the devout devotees in the
Bhaktaniwas accomodations, promptness,
quality, cleanliness, booking method, and the
rates charged. The Sansthan was the first to
be honoured with this certification for devotees’

@
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accomodations. The programme was anchored
by professor Sri Vasant Wani and planned by
Sri Punjahari Kote.

Sunday, March 26, 2017 : The Sansthan-
managed Shri Sai Baba Kanya Vidya Mandir and
U nior College in Shirdi registered spectacular
success in the district level essay competition
on the occasion of World Consumer Day. In the
competition held for schools, colleges and open
categories, the Sansthan’s school bagged the
first 3 prizes and 2 consolation prizes.

The prize distribution function was held at
the C.D.J Commerce College in Shrirampur.
This competition was organised at the
district level in memory of the champion of

March-April 2017

the consumer movement Sri Bindumadhav
0 shi on the occasion of World Consumer
Day. Keeping consumer awareness and the
consumer movement as the central theme
the essay by Kumari Sakshi Lokhande of the
school bagged the first prize, and Kumari
Komal Pawar and Priyanka Sonawane bagged
the second and third prize respectively. Kumari
Shrutika Bhalerao and Kumari Ankita Solse
were awarded with the consolation prizes in
the schools category. The first, second and
third prizes included a memento, certificate
and cash and the consolation prize included a
memento and a certificate. These girl students
were guided by teacher Sri Vasant Kisan Wani
and principal Smt. J S. Mirajkar gave valuable
suggestions. In the college category the essay
by prof. Sri Sunil Kandekar of Shri Sai Baba
0 nior College was also awarded.

The Chairman of the Sansthan Dr. Suresh
Haware, Vice Chairman Sri Chandrashekhar
Kadam, all Trustees, Executive Officer Smt.
Rubal Agarwal, Deputy Executive Officer
Dr. Sandeep Aher, chief accounts officer
Sri Babasaheb Ghorpade, all administrative
officers congratulated the school for their
astounding success and wished them well for
all such competitions in future.

Q00O

Drinking Water Facility Through Tankers
For Padayatri Sai Devotees...

Ten truck-tankers were dispatched to the
palkhi halts on the Mumbai-Shirdi highway

route for providing drinking water facility to the
padayatri Sai devotees coming from various



places for the Ram Navami celebrations to
Shirdi by the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust,
Shirdi. A symbolic worship of these truck-
tankers was performed by the Trustee of the
Sansthan, Sri Sachin Tambe. The chief of the
water supply department of the Sansthan Sri
Rajendra & gtap and employees were present
on the occasion in large numbers.

Lakhs of Sai devotees come to Shirdi
from the nook and corner of all the states for
the darshan of Shri Sai Baba’'s Samadhi on the

Monday, March 27, 2017 : Om Sai Sadhana Sansthan
(Shirdi) donated 14 water coolers of 400 litres
capacity each and costing Rs. 9,58,500/- to Shri Sai
Baba Sansthan. The worship of these water coolers
was performed by the Chairman of the Sansthan Dr.
Suresh Haware and Sou. Nalini Haware. The Vice
Chairman of the Sansthan Sri Chandrashekhar Kadam
and Trustee Sri Sachin Tambe graced the occasion.

%L .| » ..»-i’ *? g -.:'_i'.._“-r. B B

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 : Chairman of the Sansthan
Dr. Suresh Haware and Sou. Nalini Haware performing
the ritual worship of the ‘Gudhi’ on the occasion of
Gudhi Padva. Trustee Sri Sachin Tambe, Sou. Rupali
Tambe, Executive Officer Smt. Rubal Agarwal, sou.

March-April 2017

occasion of Shri Ram Navami. Padayatri Sai
devotees carrying hundreds of palkhis register
their attendance at Shirdi in large numbers for
Shri Ram Navami. Maximum palkhis come
from Mumbai. Hence palkhi halts having been
erected at several places on the Mumbai-Shirdi
route, to ensure proper stay facility for the
padayatris coming with palkhis for the festival,
the Sansthan has erected additional palkhi halts
with beddings and clothes covered mandaps.
Electricity and drinking water facilities were
provided in these palkhi halts. Sri Valmikrao
Katkade of Kopargaon having provided 10
water tankers free of cost for this water supply,
the Sansthan paid for the fuel and put 26
employees on this duty.

Q00O

Saraswati Wakchaure and other dignitaries graced
the occasion.
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Tuesday, March 28, 2017: Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi has decided at the
Sansthan’s managing committee meeting
to contribute Rs. 22,69,91,510/- for the
development of 8 roads in the Shirdi Municipal
Council jurisdiction and pay the municipal
council's share (people’s contribution) of Rs.
4.206 crores for the planned road development
project in the urban pilgrimage areas under the
Maharashtra Suvarna & yanti Urban Renewal
Scheme, informed Dr. Suresh Haware,
Chairman of the Sansthan.

Vice Chairman of the Sansthan Sri
Chandrashekhar ~ Kadam,  Trustees  Sri
Bhausaheb Wakchaure, Sri Bipin Kolhe, Sri
Pratap Bhosale and Sri Sachin Tambe, Trustee
and Chairperson of Shirdi Municipal Council
Sou. Yogitatai Shelke, Executive Officer of
the Sansthan Smt. Rubal Agarwal, Deputy
Executive Officer Dr. Sandeep Aher and others
were present at the meeting.

March-April 2017

Giving detailed information about this
Dr. Haware stated that the expenditure of Rs.
22,69,91,510/- has been approved for the
concretization of the road in Dr. Hedgewar
Nagar in the Shirdi Municipal Council limits,
to enclose 12 4-ways road (reception office to
Nandurkhi Shiv road) and to develop 8 roads,
Pukhraj Lodha to Pimpalwadi road, Poonam
Nagar lane no. 1 adjoining Razak Shaikh to the
road till the residence of Ravji Kondaji Kote,
roads in Shri Krishna Nagar, roads in survey no.
134 in Sir colony, roads in Ganeshwadi, hotel
Shraddha Park to Pukhraj Lodha — 12 4-ways
Inamwadi road and other roads. Similarly
a decision was taken to pay the municipal
council's share (people’s contribution) of Rs.
4.206 crores for the planned road development
project in the urban pilgrimage areas under the
Maharashtra Suvarna d yanti Urban Renewal
Scheme, informed Dr. Haware.

Q00

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 : The book
translated in Sinhalese language of Sri Lanka
from the Marathi book ‘Shri Saicharitradarshan’
authored by Sri Mohan Yadav, public relation
officer of Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi
was released by Dr. Suresh Haware, Chairman
of the Sansthan, Sou. Nalini Haware, Trustee
Sri Sachin Tambe and Executive Officer Smt.
Rubal Agarwal.

The original ‘Shri

book in Marathi

Saicharitradarshan’ was translated in Sinhalese
language by the Shirdi Sai Center of Sri Lanka,
Colombo, a Sai temple in Sri Lanka. This will
facilitate the understanding of the life of Shri Sai
Baba by Sai devotees in Sri Lanka.

Public relation officer Sri Mohan Yadav
penned ‘Shri Saicharitradarshan’ in Marathi
based on the original poetic Grantha ‘Shri
Sai Sat Charita’ authored by Sri Annasaheb
Dabholkar alias Hemadpant with the blessings
of Shri Sai Baba and the prosaic translation
‘Shri Sainche Satyacharitra’ (Marathi) by late
Lt. Col. M. B. Nimbalkar. The second edition of
the book has also been published.

This book has been published in other 10
languages till date — Hindi, English, Gujarati,
Assamese, Telugu, Tamil, Punjabi, Kokani,
Marathi and Sinhalese.

Sou. Rupali Tambe, Sou. Saraswati
Wakchaure, public relation officer Sri Mohan
Yadav, temple dept. chief Sri Rajendra & gtap
and others graced the book release function.

Ghe life story of Sai is like a vast ocean - endless,\
inexhaustible, full of jewels. | am just a lapwing,
how can | empty the ocean? How can it ever
happen? Similarly, the life of Sai is profound. It is
impossible to describe it fully. Therefore, | will do
as much as possible, and please be content with
that. The inexhaustible and unexcelled stories of
Sai give peace to thosewho are so deeply involved
in their worldly affairs. The listeners will rejoice by
listening to them and His own devotees will have

Uuietude of mind. - Shri Sai Sat Charita )
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Friday, March 31, 2017 : The Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Shatabdi Mahotsav Action Draft Committee meeting was
held in Maharashtra’s Vidhan Bhavan. The Chief Minister of Maharashtra Sri Devendra Fadnavis was felicitated
on behalf of Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi by Dr. Suresh Haware, Chairman of the Sansthan. Leader of
the opposition in the Legislative Assembly Sri Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil, Guardian Minister Prof. Ram Shinde,
Legislator Sou. Snehalatatai Kolhe, Vice Chairman of the Sansthan Sri Chandrashekhar Kadam, Trustees Sri
Bhausaheb Wakchaure, Sri Sachin Tambe and Sri Pratap Bhosale, Trustee and Chairperson of Shirdi Municipal
Council Sou. Yogitatai Shelke, Executive Officer of the Sansthan Smt. Rubal Agarwal and other dignitaries

Q00O

graced the occasion.

Saturday, April 1, 2017 : Sri Sachin
Tambe, Trustee of the Sansthan appealed to the
security personnel to give priority to security and
facilitate easy darshan for Sai devotees during
the chariot, palkhi and kavadi processions,
keeping in mind the crowd of Sai devotees at
the Ram Navami festival to be celebrated by
the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi.

Sri Tambe was speaking at the meeting of
security supervisors organized in the meeting
hall of the Sansthan. Police inspector of Shirdi
police station Sri Pratap Ingle, administrative
officers of the Sansthan Sri Suryabhan Game,
Sri Uttamrao Gondkar, Sri Dilip Ugale, chief of
the security department of the Sansthan Sri
Madhukar Gangavane, security supervisors
and security guards were present on the
occasion.

Sunday, April 2, 2017 : Renowned singer Sri Ajay
Gogavale with the Sansthan’s Trustee Sri Sachin
Tambe...
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Sunday, April 2, 2017 : Sri Manikrao Thakre, Deputy
Chairman of Maharashtra Legislative Council with the
Sansthan’s Trustee Sri Sachin Tambe...

i I
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 : Sri Chandrashekhar
Bavankule, Minister for Ministry of Energy, New and
Renewable Energy, State Excise of Maharashtra
State after taking darshan of Shri Sai Baba with wife
being felicitated on behalf of the Sansthan by the
Sansthan’s Trustee Sri Bipin Kolhe... Trustee of the
Sansthan Sri Sachin Tambe, Trustee and Chairperson
of Shirdi Municipal Council Sou. Yogitatai Shelke and
other dignitaries were present on the occasion.
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Sachin Tambe felicitating the Deputy Chairperson
of the Haryana Legislative Assembly Smt. Santosh
Yadav, who came for Shri Sai darshan...

/

Humble Appeal to the A

Philanthropic Sai Devotees

The Centenary Festivities of Shri
Sai Baba’s Samadhi will be celebrated
fromOctober1,2017toOctober18,2018
on a large scale by the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi. The front sides
of the Samadhi Mandir, the Dwarkamai,
the Chavdi and the Gurusthan are
proposed to be decorated with fragrant
flowers of different varieties on every
Thursday that falls during this length
of period (total 5 Thursdays).

The cost of floral decor
and arrangements is estimated
approximately Rs. 6,000/ - (sixty

thousand) per Thursday. The Sai
devotees, who are willing to give
donation for this noble cause, may
credit the amount in the State Bank of
India, having the Sansthan’s Account
No. 80836, and enroll their
names on the following e-mail addresses

garden@sai.org.in or saibaba@sai.
org.in

- Executive Officer,
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi/
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