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Sixty Years of
Publication

EDT[O ETA

The first issue of Shri Sai Leela magazine was published
on Gudhi Padwa in Shaka 19456 (1923 A D.) Thereafter April
was fixed as the starting month of the year and hence with this
issue Shri Sai Leela is completing its sixty years of publication
and it is entering into sixtyfirst year of its publicati on, Shri
Laxman Ganesh Mahajani was the first editor of this magazine
and it contained articles only in the Marathi language, Later on
it was noticed that with the spread of Sai cult in the south,(the
present states of Tamil -Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnatak and
Keral) some articles in English were also required to be published
in this magazine for benefit of the Sai devotees staying in those
states. In addition to that Sai cult started spreading in the north
and Hindi being the lingua franca in the the nothern states, it
became necessary to publish some articles in Hindi also. Thus
the issue of this magazine prior to April 1973 contained articles
in three different languages viz, Marathi, Hindi and English,
Of course the majority of the articles used to bz in Marathi and
therefore the devotees not knowing Marathi or Hindi had a
feeling that they do not get enough opportunity to express their
devotion, This latent grouse of the devotees was taken into
consideration by the ex-executive editor Prof, D. D. Parchure
and he proposed to the then Editor and _“ourt Receiver Shri
K. S. Pathak to separate the issues, This suggestion was upheld
by Shri Pathak and Shri Sai Leela started publication in two
languages viz. Marathi and English The spread of Sai cult first
started 1n Maharashtra and therefore the rush of articles writien
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in Marathi was npaturally on the high side. It was therefore
decided to have a separate issue only for Marathi articles and a
combined issue for the English and Hindi articles, The publication
of Shri Sai Leela was started in this manner from the April
1973 issue. Late Professor Parchnre had tried hard to improve
Shri Sai Leela in various ways & it would have been better if he
were to see the publication of these two separate issues for a
long time, but unfortunately Professor Parchure succumbed to a
heart attack on 1-6-73 and he could only publish three issues
viz. April, May and June 1973 according to the new arrangements
proposed by him.

The Sai cult is spreading far and wide. The devotees are
multiplyine by leaps and bounds, Naturally the subscribers to
this magazine also are increasing repidly. If we have to give
place to the articles of some more contributors 1o this magazine,
then naturally we must bave more pages. It was therefore
decided to increase the number of pages of this magazine from
48 to 64 and we are publishing a 64 page issue of this magazine
from April 1980, Because of this increase in the number or
pages, articles of many more contributors can now be given a
place in the Marathi issue. Out of the 48 pages in the former
issue, only five or six pages could be given to the articles written
in I-iindi. However the devotees having Hindi as their mother
tongue always used to feel that injustice is being done to them
and therefore with the increase in the number of pages from
48 to 64, we have started allotting sixteen pages to the Hindi
articles, Formerly there was a custom of publishing the names
of the donors in this magazine. In former times it was alright.
Because in those days the donors were very few and by publishing
their names in Sai Leela, the Shirdi Sansthan had to encourage
other devotees to give generous donations to the Sansthan; but
this situation bas now changed altogether. The number of
donors has increased so much that even four pages are not
sufficient to publish their list every month. The Sai devotees do
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not give the donation with the intention of publicity. Hence a bold
decision was taken.to discontinue the publication of the names
of donors in Shri Sai Leela and thus some more pages were
also released for publishing articles of the devotees.

Subscription

As we are now entering into the sixtyfirst year of publi-
cation, it will be interesting to know how the subscription and
publication of this magazine changed from time to time. As
stated before the first issue was published in 1923, At that
time the cost of printing and paper was very low. No cost was
printed on the first issue of this magazine and according to the
note in that issue, it appears to have been sent to known Sai
devotees free of cost as a sample issue, with a request to become
subscribers of the magazine. From the second issue the subscription
appears to have been printed on the issue and the annual
subscription was only rupees three and six annas, while the cost
of a single copy used to be only six annas.

After five years of publication, the mode of publication of
this magazine was changed, Instead of publishing the magazine
every month, it was changed to a bimonthly and therefore there
used to be only six issuesina year. Due to this change the number
of pages in each issue were increased; but the annual subscription
remaind the same, It appears that the financial position of the
Shirdi Sansthan was not very sound for a few years after the Maha-
samadhi of Shri Sai Baba and hence after publication of the
Sai Leela magazine for some years its publication was suspended
due to paucity of funds. However when the veteran Sai devotee
Dr, K. B, Gavankar, from Kurla, became the Chairman of the
Committee of the Shirdi Sansthan, he did not like that this
vehicle of the spread of Sai cult should have been discontinued
He therefore revived it as a quarterly in 1948. From that year
the issues of this magazine were being published in January, April,
July and October, As there were only four issues in a year the
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yearly subscription was reduced to two and a quarter rupees
and the cost of a single copy was fixed at ten annas,

So Shri Sai Leela continued its publication as a quarterly
for some years and from April 1959 it was again converted into
a monthly. With the increase in the number of issues, the cost had
to be increased proportionately The annual subscription was
therefore increased to rupees five from that year and a single
issu¢ used to cost only eight annas This same arrangement
continued upto the end of March 1973 However as stated before
the publication of Shri ‘ai Leela was started in two separate
languages from April 1973 and therefore the annual subscription
was again revised to rupus six and cost of a single copy was
fixed at 60 paise. From April 1980 further sixteen pages were
added to this magazine. The prices. of printing and paper had
gone up very much at that time and therefore taking into
consideration the enhanced prices the annual subscription was
raised to rupees ten and the cost of a single copy was fixed at
rupee one. Our readers must be aware of the prices of other
magazines that are being published in various languages. In
comparison with those prices the price of Shri Sai Leela is very
low and it has been purposely kept at that level as the object
of publication of this magazine is to help the spread of Sai cult
and not to make any profit. [f the accounts of Shri Sai Leela
are scrutinized carfully we will find that the Shirdi Sansthan
has to subsidise its publication by giving an annual subsidy of
over thirty thousand rupees. The devotees are giving donations
to the Shirdi Sansthan very generously and hence the Court
Receiver is spending such a lot of money for publication of this
magazine because it 1s a very effective vehicle for spread of
Sai cult,

Annual Gathering.

From 1975 an annual gathering of the persons, who are
contributing their articles to Shri Sai Leela magazine, is being
held at Shirdi. Contributors staying at various places in India
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come in large numbers and attend this gathering annually. They
all are sincere Sai devotees and therefore they also have to come
to Shirdi for Shri Baba's darshan at least once a year. Thus this
annual gathering serves for them a dual purpose. This gathering
gives the contributors an opportunity to stay for two full days in
company with other contributors, whose article they are reading in
this magazine, Similary the serene and devotional atmosphere of
Shirdi gives tranqility and peace of mind, A relation of Sai-
brotherhood and Sai-sisterhood as well of friendship is established
among the contributors during the gathering and it is cherised
and fostered by them throughout the next year.

The two main objects with which the gathering was started
were as follows ;-

1) Receiving suggestions from the contributors for improving
the getup and standard of Shri Sai Leela.

2) Boosting up the sale and circulation of Shri Sai Leela
by giving it more and more publicity,

It is gratifying to state that every year many valuable
suggestions are beitg  received f[rom the contributors
and they are being implemented as far as possible, All readers
will agree that during the last few years there is a marked
improvement in the getup of Shri Sai Leela and sixteen more
pages have been added to the magazine. As regards the quality
of the material that 1s published, there is a general impression
that the quality of the articles has also improved. The devotees
coming from the area where Hindi is prominently spoken, have
been constantly demanding a separate Hindi issue of this magazine.
Their request is quite reasonable and a separate Hindi issue
woud be able to spread Sai cult far and wide in North India
where Hindi language is widely spoken and read. Similary the
Gujarati speaking devotees are also requesting that this magazine
may be published in Gujrati also. Though the aforesaid two
requests are under consideration of the administration, it has not
been possible to meet them so far excepting increasing the pages of the
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Hindi section from six to sixtesn. As regards thc second object,
we may say that the contributors, who attend the gathering, are
trying their best to increase the number of subscribers and every
delegate is adding, on an average, six to eight subscribers every
year In 1973 when the two issues were separated the number of
English and Marathi issues was respectively 400 and 800. During
the past few years the number of subscribers is increasing
steadily and our readers will be happy to know that very soon
the English issues will cross the border of 2000 and the Marathi
issues will go beyond 4000.

In the last gathering, held at Shirdi, on 31-1-82 and 1-2-82
some contributors complained that the literary standard of some
articles is not quite upto the standard, In reply to this remark
some other contributors replied that essentially this magazine is
meant for voicing the devotional emotions of Sai devotees The
contributors whose articles are published in this magazine are
basically not literary personalities, but they are sincere Sai devotees
and they express their emotions through their articles. It is
therefore necessary to look more to the emotions expressed by
the contributors in the articles rather than consider them from
the literary point of view. The general view of the editor and
the executive editors is also similar and while giving a reply to
the suggestion in this behalf it was made clear by Executive
Editor Dr. Parchure that Shri Sai Leela is essentially a magazine
of the. devotees of Shri Sai Baba and it is published by and
large for the devotees of Shri Baba Though the articles and
poems reccived from the devotees are corrected and literary touch
is given as far as possible, still the articles are selected not
because of their literary value, but because of the devotion
expressed therein quite emotionally. Thus emotion and devotion
form the base of this magazine and not literary value. In
Marathi and English there are many other magazines which deal
with literature and the articles published therein are measured
from their literary value.
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Editors and Executive Editors

As we have followed above the track of the annual
subscription in the bygone years similarly it would also be interesting
to know the names of the editors who shouldered the editorial work
of this magazine during the last sixty yeary, As stated before Shri
Laxman Ganesh Mahajani was the lucky person to have become
the first editor of this magazine. After Shri Mahajanmi worked as
editor for some time, Shri Ramchandra Atmaram Tarkhad joined
him in editorial work and from 1928 we find the names of Shri
Mahajani and Shri Tarkhad as editors of Shri Sai Leela From
the next year i.e, from 1929 it appears that Shri Tarkhad
continued alone as the editor of Shri Sai Leela. Shri Tarkhad,
it may be recalled, was a sincere devotee of Shri Sai Baba,
during the latter’s life time and his name appears in Chapter IX
of Shri Sai Satcharita.

As Shri Sai Leela was revived by Dr. K. B. Gavankar in
1948, he was npaturally the editor of this magazine for some
years after the revival of this magazine. Shri Nagesh Atmaram
Sawant was a sincere devotee of Shri Sai Baba and therefore
from 1954 he was entrusted with the editorial work of this
magazine, However during the years 1067 and 1958, the name
of Shri Ramchandra Mahadev Rane appears also as the joint
editor along with Shri Sawant. Dr, Gavankar, it will be recalled,
revived this magazine as a quarterly; but from 1959 it was again
changed to monthly & the name of Shri Nagesh Atmaram Sawant
alone appears thereon as the editor of Shri Sai1 Lecla.

Soon after this the affairs of the Shirdi Sansthan went into
the hands of the Court Receiver from 1961 and the name of
Shri G. V. Kshirsagar, the first Court Receiver of the Shirdi
Sansthan started appearing on this magazine as editor. After Shri
Kshirsagar the following Court Receivers were appointed to look
after the work of the Shirdi Sansthan from time to time &their names
have therefore been printed on this magazine as editor of Shri
Sai Leela :-
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Shri S. B. Darp December 1962 Shri B. G, Potnis December 1064
. D.D. Patankar July 1967 . K.S. Pathak December 1970
Shri K. H. Kakre June 1978

The Court Receivers are appointed by the Court after
taking into consideration their administrative capacity. Shirdi
Sansthan is a constantly growing institution. Lhere is therefore
a lot of administrative work, which the Court Receiver has to
attend to. He has therefore hardly any time to do the editorial
work of Shri Sai Leela. Hence though in the capacity of the
administrative head of the Shirdi Sansthan, the name of the
Court Receiver is printed as the editor of Shri >ai Leela, in
practice the executive editors have been attending to the editorial
work of this magazine. The names of the executive editors do
not however seem to have been printed on the -first page of Shri
Sai Leela, though since 1962, this practice is in vogue. During
the time of Shri K. S. Pathak however we find the name of
Professor D, D, Parchure appearing on the first page of Shree Sa)
Leela as Executive Editor from the month of march 1972, After
the separation of the two issues from April 1973, the editorial
work of Shri Sai Leela started increasing. A need was therefore
felt for appointing two separate executive editors for the two
issues Dr. Parchure and Shri Sadanand Chendvankar have there-
fore been appointed as executive editors for the English and
Murathi issues respectively from 1974 and they are working in
that capacity to date,

A reader gets his copy of the issue of the magazine every
month regularly; but he hardly thinks about the people who
work in order to bring out that copy. The articles that are
printed in a magazine originate in the minds of the contributors,
lhey think hard and give their thoughts a clothing in the form
of words. When these articles reach the editor, he goes through
all of them and selects a few of them for publication. Before
sending them to the press the editor has however to go through
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I, Dr. K, B. Gavankar, resident of 158, Indira
Niwas, Lal Bahadur Shastri Marg, Kurla, Bombay,
hereby express my profound regrets and tender my 2
unconditional apology for having falsely and baselessly #
described Shri Sai Baba Temple of New Delhi as a
Smuggling Centre in my speech delivered at the
Conference of Writers and poets of both the English |
and Marathi editions of ‘Shri Sai Leela’ Magazine, ¥
held on the 3rd and the 4th of February, 98! at
Shirdi, at which conference | had presided.

| fully realise that on account of my aforesaid
speech | have caused tremendous and irreparable
harm to the good name and reputation of Shri Sai
Bhakta Samaj (Regd), New Delhi-3, its President,
Shri R. S, Chitnis, its other office bearers and
members of its Managing Committee
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Continued on next page




In atonement of my guilt and in order to make
#% full amends to the Samaj, its President, Shri K 5
57 Chitnis, its other office bearers and of its Managing
3¢ Committee, | am publishing this unconditional apo-
: logy and Shri Sai Bhakta Samaj (Regd.), New Delhi-3,
through any one of its office bearers, would be
_: at liberty to give publicity to this apology, In any |

£ manner they deem fit, by issuing circulars, pamp- %
y hlets, letters etc. or publishing it in any magazines, %
N periodicals, newspapers etc. of their choice, published
7 in India in any languages.

(Or K. B. GAVANKAR) %%

Prayer to God

O most loving God, make me gentle and kind.

Teach me not to think only of mysclf but also of other
people,

Let me notice my neighbours’ needs and help them as far
as I am able,

Let me be generous towards the poor, Let me treat
everyone politely and hurt no one by my conduct,

Let me be prompt to render service, cheerful when |
visit the sick or old people,

O my God put into my heart a little of Your infinite love
for all men, Your children.



§ APOLOGY

; I, K. H. Kakre, Editor of both the English and
E{ Marathi editions of ‘Shri Sai Leela’ magazine, hereby
1 express my profound regrets and tender my
& unconditional apology to Shri Sai Bhakta Samaj (Regd.),
! New Delhi-3 its President Shri R. S. Chitnis, its
- other office bearers and members of its Managing
8 Committee for having inadvertently published on.
pages 22-23 of the May, 1981, issue of the English
edition of ‘Shri Sai Leela’ magazine, excerpts from
the speech delivered by Dr. K. B. Gavankar, in the
conference of writers and poets of both the English

at Shirdi on the 3rd and the 4th of February, 1981,
in which Dr. K. B. Gavankar had described Shri Sai
Baba Temple at New Delhi-3 as a smuggling centre.
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Delhi-3 on a couple of occasions. | know Shri R. S,
2% Chitnis, President of Shri Sai Bhakta Samaj (Regd.),

RILTE]
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: Shri Sai Baba Temple, New Delhi, in his aforesaid
7%, speech is false and baseless and this has also been
7% admitted by Dr. K. B, Gavankar himself in his un-
conditional aplogy published elsewhere in this issue.

& In atonement of my inadvertent act which has
37 regrettably, caused incalculable and irreparable harm

Continued on next page

and Marthi editions of ‘Shri Sai Leela’ magazine, held 3%

i
&
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| had visited Shri Sai Baba Temple at New fig

#% New Delhi-3, intimately. | categorically state that
7 the allegation made by Dr. K. B. Gavankar against +



to the good name and reputation of >hri Sai Bhakta
Samaj (Regd.), New Delhi- and in order to make
% full amends to the Samaj, its president Shri R. S.
Chitnis, its other office bearers and members of its
Managing Committee, | publish this unconditional
apology in this magazine and further agree that Shri
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~ Sai Bhakta Samaj (Regd.), New Delhi-3 through any
N . ” "

¢ of its office bearers would be at iiberty to give publi-
%ﬂ city to this apology in any manner they deem fit, by
r

% Issuing circulars, pamphlets, letters etc. or publishing
%E the same in any magazines, periodicals, newspapers,
_,‘_5 etc., published in India in any language of their choice.
i (K H KAKRE)
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OM SHRI1 SAI
500 Grams of Best Tea for Rs. |!1/- Only
A Sai devotee is offering to give HOME DELIVERERY
anywhere in Bombay, Suburbs and New Bombay
500 grams of BEST TEA directly imported from tea garden for
Rs. 11/~ only
Also 500 Grams of Coffee for Rs. 11/- only
We send tea and coffee even outside lombay by Post
PLEASE REMIT RS, 15/- FOR 500 CRAMS

PATNE TEA AND COFFEE

Direct In perters ard W helesale and Retail distributors of Tea and Coffee.
Post Box 6490 Navroji Building, Jagriti Housing Soc. Estate,
Lady Jamshetji Road, Maturga (Western Rly ) Bombayv 400 016
Telephone : 462159 Sales Office: 571991 (Residence)

Closed on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays
Time 11-30 a,. m to 8-30 p m,

Member of Marathi Vyapari Mitra Mandal, Dadar, Bombay 400 028
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APOLOGY

I, L B. Malvankar, printer of ‘Shri Sai Leela’
(English) magazine published by Shri Sai Baba
Sansthan of Shirdi, hereby express my profound
regrets and tender my unconditional apology to
Shri Sai Bhakta Samaj (Regd.), New Delhi-3, its
President Shri R, S, Chitnis, its other office bearers
and members of its Managing Committee for having
printed on pages 22- 3 of the May 198 issue of
‘Shri Sai Leela’ (English) magazine, the excerpts from
the speech delivered by Or. K. B. Gavankar as
President of the conference of writers and poets
held at Shirdi on the 3rd and the 4th of February,
1981 in which Dr «. B, Gavankar had described

Shri Sai Baba Temple at New Delhi-3 as a smuggling
centre,

| categorically state that the allegations made
by Dr. K. B. Gavankar against Shri Sai Baba Temple
in New Delhi-3 are false and baseless and this has
also been admitted by Dr K. B, Gavankar himself
in his compounding deed and unconditional apology
published elsewhere in this issue.

(L. 8. MALVANKAR) B
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Sai Baba, The Saint of Shirdi

(Continued from March 1982 issue)

CHAPTER XIV

Dasaganu's problem solved by Kaka's maid servant —
Unique method of teaching — The Ethics of Isha —
Anantrao Patankar — The Parable of Nine Balls ..

Yoga and onion,

Next day Pradhan offered when

Praved Pradhan to offer her a sari then
Pradhan presented next day a sari fine’
The poor girl's joy knew no bounds line

Next day she in her new sari nice
She in merriment and joy sang in dice
She, with girls, whirled and danced
To avail the opportunity chanced

The day following she in her rags seen
Putting her new sari in cupboard vein
Singing ‘a sweet song as merrily as before
Put Dasaganu in surprisc as before

Secing this, Dasaganu's pity for the girl poor
Was transformed into admiration sure

The girl being poor 4 new sari given
Kept it in reserve the new sari crimson.

Sorrow nor_dejection traced in her acquiescence
Joy and merriment covered her countenance
This proved Dasaganu a poet saint

Pain and pleasure depend on our mind faint
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Dasaganu giving this a thought deep
Tried to dive deep in this sea to peep
And found a precious jewel creep

In the maid. Dasaganu a tasty treat.

Revealed this a fact true

An ardent and earnest truth to prove
Not to hark after what one not hath

But be contented with what one hath

Whatever is to happen will happen

As ordained by God in Heaven

So, one must submit to the will of God

And be contented with what is given by God

Thou though never left the Shirdi fen

Sent Thou the people to different kens

To Kolhapur, Sholapur etc., for meditation

Proved thus the teaching method a unique gradation

Thus Thou sent Dasaganu to Vile Parle

To get his problem solved by a girl

Taught him thus Thy all pervasiveness

And made thus all believe in Thy omnipresence

Ishopnishad offers an ethical note
To mankind in the life to quote
Not to covet for others’ lot

But to be contented with one’s lot.

Whatever is ordained by God

Is always ordained for good
God being the short form of good
One must do good to see God

Fire can’t burn away Atma
Nor wind can carry away Atma
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Water can,t gulp away Atma
Nor can thicves steal away Atma

Atma is imperishable

Atma is indivisible

Atma is one in all beings

Ope must try to koow all livings

If one is engaged always n action
Never will be find time for inaction
And not being possessed by senses six
Will always do good to fix

One who sees the self in all beings

Will never try to harm any beings

And never will be tried by common foibles
Always seen in human foibles.

Thou thus taught the people

To believe in Thee and do the right
And to leave the rest unto Thee
And all is well at Shirdi with Thee

Shri Patankar well-versed in Vedas four
A master in puranas cighteen

And all shastras holy six

Could not appeas¢ his passions six

So thought he, his readings all
Vedas, Vedantas, Upanishads all
Failed the peace of mind to call
So are they useless to say all

Thought he so himself no better
Than simple devout devotees poor

As all book learning is of no avail
Unless the mind becomes calm avail
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So prostrated he before Thee once

To know this enigma from Thee thence
So Thou told him a parable fence

And made him know the story tense

Narrated Thou a story very simple

Came a soudagar with a horse dimple

The horse nine balls of stool passed suddenly
And the soudagar picked them up hurriedly

Could not he know what the story lay

So ran he to know it from Kelkar gay

Shri Kelkar did not know also there what lay
Kelkar so prayed Thee to inspire in him the lay

Kelkar to reveal the enigma dared
God's grace is the mare fair

The balls nine the cult of bhakti fine
And made Him know the bhakti nine

Hearing, praying and remembering are

The first three ways of bhakti fair
Prostrating, worshipping and bowing are
The next three ways of bhakti care

Service, friendship and surrender are
The last three ways of bhakti glare

Are these the types nine of bhakti clear
To please the Lord Thee, the seer

Art Thou pleased by bhakti when
Will Thou willingly manifest then
To make thc devotee's home sacred
To purify the hearts of all distressed

Worship, penance, yoga practice all
And studying scriptures holy all
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Are all useless to say them all
Unless followed by bhakti call

All knowledge and holy Vedas pride

Jnana of volumes great and all fame

Thy formal worship for mere lure

Are all of no avail without loving devotion pure

Asked him Thou to be a secker of truth fine
And be cager to cultivate devotion types nine
To attain stability, welfare and peace of mind
And to live a peaceful and contented life kind

Patankar came for salvation to Thee

Thou then asked him if collected nine balls fee
And Patankar prayed to grace him first

Will it be easy then to collect them next.

Thou then blessed and comforted him

And assured him peace and welfare trim
On hearing this Patankar became overjoyed
And returned to Pune his home over.cxalted

A Yogi who had studied Yogasutras

But who had no practical experience of sutras
And who could not concentrate his mind a minute
Came to Thee with Nana to know the infinite

If Thou be pleased with him
Wilt Thou show the way to him
[o attain medtation deep

So he came to Masjid peep.

He entered with Napa the Masjd when

Saw he Thee cating stale bread with onion thes
A grave doubt in him then arose

How could Thou solve his marrows
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Seeing Thou ecating a stale bread with onien
Suddenly changed he his opinion

Thou then his mind reading unknowingly
Asked Thou Nana to wait 8 while silently

Said Thou to Nana finally

One who could digest onion naturally
Should venture to eat it normally
Otherwise none could eat it formally.

Hearing this the yogi spellbound
Fell at Thy lotus feet round
Surrendering his will complete
With pure and open mind replete

Then difficulties placed he to Thee

And got all the solutions from Thee

Thus being satisfied and happy glee

Left Shirdi with Thy blessings and Udi fee

Study who the metaphysics are loved by Thee
So Thou encouraged them to study fee

An instance of Bapusaheb Jog Thou gave
Who had studied metaphysics grave,

(To be continued)

M. M. Amingad
Gulunche, Via Nira, Tal. Purandar, Dist, Pune




SHIRDI

Shirdi, which is situated 8 miles south of Kopergaon in the
Dhond-Manmad section of Central Railway in Ahmednagar
District, Maharashtra State, is a powerful ceotre that radiates a
divine light to Sai devotees from all parts of the world. While
thousands visit Shirdi daily, still none can go to that place
unless Baba calls him.

Sai Baba first came to Shird: in 1854 A, D, spent a few
days and later on He was seen again in the year 1856 with a
marriage party of Chandbhai. He settled thereaf ter in Shirdi. 1in
an old Masjid which He called Dwarkamai. Sai Baba was then
hardly a lad of 16 years, His parentage or native place is still
not known exactly. He spent most of His time in the old Masjid.
Shirdi was an absolutely dry and neglected village when Sai Baba
came to it, He dug a well and laid out the Lendi gardcn around
it. Dwarkamai, where the holy fire lighted by Sai Baba is still
kept alive and is fed with wood and ghee, holds a central position,
having the Samadhi Mandir on one side and Chawadi on the
other. The Thursday evening procession starts from here. The
Chawdi seems even now to resound with music and dancing
steps of the Master. Shirdi is at the present moment throbbing
with life, and s gay with music and movements every where,

The Samadhi Mandir, situated right near the gate of the
sacred place, commands the devotion of the pilgrim, In the
olden days Baba's picture was found behind the Samadhi. But
today we sec the majestic marble statue of Shri Sai Baba,
measuring six feet in height which was carved by the famous
sculptor Shri Bhausaheb Talim and was installed in the Samadhi
Mandir at Shirdi on the 7th October 1954 at the hands of Sai
Sharananand Shri Wamanbhai Patel. *““HOW MAJESTICALLY
HE SITS IN THE DURBAR SCATTERING HIS GRACE AND
GIFTS."
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The strain, pain and the inconveniences caused during .
journey to all the devotees vanish immediately after looking
the face of Shri Sai Baba in the Samadhi Mandir. Baba ,
always with us, wherever we are, Hindu, Muslim, Sikh all stax
together as one man. No caste or creed, rich and poor, s
and sinner, high and low all stand up alike, We may mae
differences and distinctions; but betore Baba we are all the same

May we all carry this realisation of universal brotherhood as we
leave Shirdi ! *

V. Sunde
10-A Jatindas Road Calcutta - 700 02

We don't exaggerate. We inly reproduce what th
readers write to us about our novels on SA| BABA,

A MISSION DIVINE -~rs
ARIEIA 2B AT Rs. 36/

No V. P. P. Postage for English-Marathi Rs. 4-50 Each

Shri R, S, lyer, Principal, Government Post Graduate
College, Panna, M, P. writes : “| have gone through your
book ‘A Mission Divine’, It's simply marvellous. | have
read almost every book available in English and Hindi on
Shirdi Sai Baba, but yours is unique in detail, exposition
and manner of presentation. Without Baba's grace it's
difficult to write such a book...."

PRASHANT|I PRAKASHAN

5, Vasant Apartments, 47 Kastur Park, Shimpoli Road
Borivli (W), Bombay 400 092

Soon in beautiful HINDI to !

o7 afwE & AR g !




Efficacy and Significance of Shirdi Pilgrimage

In Baba’s lifc and teaching there is a unique departure
from the myth and blind religious dogmas prevaleot in all
religions. He seldom preached’ but practiced to the letter, rare
wisdom banded down by the sages of the lore from various
faiths, Baba needs no language 1o communicate to his devotees.
He kept rapport with his devotees inconceivably through
dreams, visions and at times assuming any form to protect them
from their bitter trials of ife. The pages of books or periodicals
and the media used to express one's experience are nevertheless
insufficient to reveal the depth of Baba's love and compassion.
The experiences of Baba!s devotees, who sought his bhelp, form
the major part of ''Saileela” articles. Thus experiences of those
who go to Shirdi out of curiosity draw attention from earnest
seekers of truth,

How Baba came to the reecue of a friend of mine who
visited Shirdi in a picnic spirit with no reverence to Baba, marvels
experience hitherto heard of, Our aspirant in the story is the
son of rich parents, brought up iIn ultra- modern society,
indifierent to spiritual pursuit. My association with the family
however inspired his elder brother and others to visit Shirdi
repeatedly. Whereas ke alone was critical of superhuman powers
and expressed his resentment privately on the blind belief of
his relations, His onslaught to me rightly found expression to
the extent of naming me as a fanatic. After some years of discord
to satisfy his rational mind he finally resolved to visit Shird:
with his wife and kid accompanied by a servant. He chose to
arive the car himself all the way from a neighbouring state to
Shirdi,

Everything went on according to his presumptions
confirming non-existence of any superhuman phenomena in
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Shirdi. Our picnic party resumed their return journey enroute
Poona. On their way to Poona, they came across a mob
obstructing their journey by main road. He managed to take a
diversion from the main road aimlessly to save their life and
valuables, This route came to a dead end and on enquiries it
was found that there are no alternate roads except the main
road towards Poona. The time was nearing dusk placing him in
a fix unable to proceed further, suddenly there appeared a
stranger on a bicycle wearing a turban, speaking chaste Hindi,
enquiring of their plight. Consoling them he readily promised to
show them a safer way leading to Poona, and steadily directed
the party to drive through the field to a distant spot shown by
him. Our helpless friend had to follow his direction in despair.
After driving for a while he stopped the car and enquired from
the farmers, passing along, about the possibilities of reaching
Poona road through the field. Bewildered at the ruthless proposal,
the party was wisely guided to drive back to the main road
to go to Poona. Our cyclist, who rushed to the scene, chased away
the farmers, and took the lead to guide them towards their
destination. The car once again proceeded along the field to a
hill top. By this time they were suspicious of crucial plot
dramatically arranged by the stranger. Soon came the cyclist
reassuring confidence and helped to lift the car in their effort to
drive down to the wvalley. At this stage the party in their
disgust had no option except to request the stranger o accompany
them in the car upto Poona. Unilaterally accepting their proposal
he managed to dispose of the bicycle and accompanied them
safely upto Poona.

On arrival at Poona, rejoiced by their miraculous escape,
our friend offered room to the staranger in the lodging and
handed over some money for his return journey. Thanking for their
offer and accepting the money, the stranger expressed his
inability to stay overnight, as there were many awaiting for him at
Shirdi, On hearing this remark our curious spectators were
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shocked and before realising it, the stranger disappeared unnoticed
Mernitorious s the life of this soul whose questioning mind
brought Baba face to face to enlist him in His durbar,

His veil was removed by Baba demonstrating, to him the
efficacy and significance of Shirdi pilgrimage, in all its splendour

and glory.

K. R. Gopinath
‘Sai Deep' 111, Adarsh Nagar, HUBLI-580 032

A
WHO YOU ARE

Can | call you the greatest of the great
Because you give me peace and comfort ?

Like ap erring child

| may go astray and wild,

Still you are tender,

You ignore my anger

And give me the love of a mother,

Hence | ponder and wonder who you are!

Sweet Sai, you are the hope of hope.
Divine Sai you are my sole guide.
Om Sai, | can never never forget
Humbly | take the dust of your feet.

K. Sitaraman

A 1/3, Mahindra Nagar, Haji Bupu Road, Malad (East)
Bombay ~ 400 064




Rootiause of Misery

Mr, X was a philospher. He decided to find out the rootcause
of misery in the interest of the world !

Everyone acclaimed his decision and requested him to star
working on this in right earnest.

Mr. X started his work. Day in and day out he went deep
into scriptures, listened and discussed with great pundits and tried
his best to solve the riddle. As a result he neither slept nor
took any rest,

At long last, he discovered the rootcause of misery and
decided to write a big book on this subject.

His continuous work had made his body very weak, No
rest and sleep had their own consequences. He fell ill even before
he could start writing his book on the rootcause of misery.

Nothing could cure his ilinéss, Day by day his sickness
mounted. He was on the verge of death.

People from all over rushed to have his last glimpse. All
felt bad at the impending loss of a great philosophér.

One person in the gathering boldly asked him as to what
happened to his laborious project on finding out the rootcause
of misery.

Mr. X had a wry smile. Slowly he said:

“Yes. | completed the book. To think of misery itself is
the rootcause of misery'’., Then he breathed his last.

Mrs. Seetha Vijayakumar
cjo Dr. G. R. Vijayakumar, Balanoor Estate, Durgadabetta, 6§77 118
Chickmagalur Dist. Karnatak



Sadhana of Self-discipline

All human beings strive for freedom from some inadequacy
or distress in the human condition or circumstances, irrespective
of  either poverty or aflluence The mind does not
accept its lot in life and faces the challenge of contradictions
inexperience of human effort, Want, distress, disease or wealth
and acquisition share the same fate in the fire of desire and self-
esteem (ego). Relief from distress or inadequacy in fulfilment s,
the urge of all minds at all levels of society. Pravritti (pursuit
of material fulfilment) has no solution for the problem of
sclfishness, pride of possession or discontent in poverty. The
mind finds no peace or continuity of balance except in a coatented
state, albeit with effort and honesty in thought and action. Only
in Nivritti (withdrawal from desire and ego) is contentment
practicable, In our present-day complicated living, with dominant
scientific advance and individualism, the crises of character has
presented the hard choice between preyas (path of pleasure) and
Shreyas (path of righteousness). Even in our practice of religion,
we are at the cross roads of this choice. The conclusion 1s
undeniable that much of error in living is (raceable to our own
thoughts and actions which break the moral law (Dharma),

That man is master of destiny is a truism, when thought
and action are in accordance with the moral law. The famihiar
exhibition of conflicts and traits of anger, conceit, greed, etc, is
bowever traceable to desires and self-conceit. (ego'. The desire
for freedom is distorted to the way of living under compulsions
of necessity. The heritage of truth revealed by our saints and
sages underline the basic goal of hfe through self-discipline, self-
dinial and detachment from Pravritti. Their example of living
bas corroborated the truth of their message. They price the value
of self-discipline through devotion and surrender to the grace of
God or Guru, as the key to retrieval from wrong or evil. The
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cardinal principal in self-discipline is eradication of Vasanas and
innate tendencies inherited by the mind. The paths of jnana,
bhakti and karma culminate in atma-nivedana or self-surrender
to God The Bhagvadgita contains the core of this teaching,
expressed in the words of Lord Krishna -

FAATAg | A sAn 9g9Ea |

i frenfygwmi grrgw agraga (1 (Ch. 1X-22)
ggaaigfgsa qi® @eo a4 |

wg @i A gyt 51 g9: ) (Ch. X VIII-66)

Here lies the quintessence of Hindu philosophy. No sadhana
of intellectual thinking and reasoning or erudition can suppress
the innate tendencies to do wrong or think evil. Jnana and
Karma or Raja Yoga cannot resolve the crucial problem without
the help of surrender. Though Nirguna upasana is valid, Saguna
bhakti is effective or esier. Personal example of saints and sages
or Gurus has direct influence on common minds and teaches
the truth of living accordingly. The crux of such self-discipline,
through surrender, is to refute personal responsibility for thought
and action and to dedicate them to God's or Guru's grace
(Anugraha). Sharanagati reveals the futility of self-will and desire
and drives out of the mind the doubts and compulsions of desire
and ego. The extent of one's shraddha and nishtha of ‘sharana’
(zrTw) determines the purification of mind (Chitta Shuddhi)

attainment of peace (Shanti) and continuity of balance (Sthirata)..

Only personal experience of self-surrender can prove the
efficacy in eradication of desire and ego from the mind. From
self-surrender to the Guru or God, will follow a sense of equality
(Samata), tolerance and compassion and also the weakening of
ego-base in the mind, The great saints and sages have stressed
this basic truth in their teachings. In our recent times too, the
glorious example of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi has demonstrated
that no sadhana for self-discipline is necessary other than that
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of *Sharana'’ to the Guru and living according to the norms ol
Neeti (moral or ethical law). The fundamental principles have
been spelt out by Baba viz. Shraddha (faith and devotion) and
Saburi (concept of reliance). Devotees equate Him as the avata:
of Lord Shri Rama, Shri Krishna, Shri Shankar and >Shrn
Dattatreya. Instances of His revelation of these forms 10 some
devotees are narrated by Hemadpant and other bhaktas His grace
diffuses even today, over 60 years after His Mahasamadh) in
«sctober 1918. He declared before He cast His body that His
bones from His *"Turbat' will come to protect devotees who have
surrendered to His grace

WM AIASEN HAq W | @ATEAAGEY §O ge29T |
ar@ fqaa w1@ w"Tw ) g@re 3w @12 w0

This is a clear echo of Lord Krishna's call to Arjuna. Shn
Sai Nath taught devotees to be content with their lot in life and
to live in absolute reliance on Guru's grace so as to attain Chitta
Shuddhi and Samadhana.

Our social philosophy is rooted in Preyas, which never lails
to encounter a crisis. Baba's call is to awaken us to Atma-
Vichara in order to retrieve our minds from unreality of bodily
fulfilments and to seek theigrace of God through self-surrender. %

K. B. Shanker Rao
61, Konkan Nagar, Mahim, Bombay 400 016



Sai Baba Fulfills the Desires of His Devotees

1 have been a devotee of Shri Sai Baba since 1979. Shri
Shirdi Sai Baba is the only god before our eyes and He is looking
after us by guiding and protecting us in our day to day life |
am visiting the Shirdi Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir along with my
family and children every year.

In the year 1979 in the month of October, | felt like reading
Sai1 Satcharita. [ thought any how Baba’s Mahasamadhi day
nearing, | must do saptaha by reading Sai Satcharita within
7 days and complete it on Mahasamadhi day. I started reading
Sai Satcharita early in the morning hours between 4 to 7 A M.
and do pooja to Baba as usual. On the seventh day i. ¢,
Mahasamadhi day of Baba., | completed the reading of Sai
Satcharita, Since it was Mahasamadhi day of Baba, myself and
my wife desired to serve the meals to one beggar,

The meals were ready at 12.00 noon and it was kept
before Baba and I did arti to Baba, Afterwards we were waiting
cagerly for the beggar. All of a sudden raip started. We closed
the main door of the house and we were discussing that since
it was raining, no beggars will come to beg. My children were
feeling hungry and asking to serve the meals. Then myself and
my wife both were looking at Baba’s photo with full faith and
confidence in Him,

All of a sudden a voice came from outside **Amma!’* When
my wife opened the door and saw an old man asking for bhiksha,
She was overjoyed and requested him (o take meals in the house,
I'he old man happily agreed and requested my wife to give water
to wash his bands and feet. My wife gave water to wash. My
wife served the meals to the old man which was kept before
Baba. The old man completed his meals and he wanted to lift
the leaves on which the food was served, But my wife requested
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him not to do so and she lhfted the leaves and cleaned the
place Afterwards the old man insisted on my wife to keep at
least 10 paise as dakshina. Immediatelv my wife kept
10 paise.as dakshina before  him. [he old
man tock it and “ asked for a match box for smoking
beedi. While smoking beedi the old man told that he was
satisfied with the meals, He then blessed us and went away.

While serving meals to the old man, we saw that the rain
had stopped. We all felt that the old man was none else but
Shirdi Sai1 Baba because when the door was opened, the old man
came in but his clothes were not wet though it was raining,

Shirdi Sai Baba, our Samartha Sadguru, responds to u

devolee's prayer and fulfils his desires. *
R. Chandrashekaran

619JC, Cement Chawl, Gadag Road, HUBLI
R e o o e

Golden Opportunity for Sai Devotees!
FIFTY STORIES OF SHRI SAI BABA

A book in Marathi by Sai Devotee Shri K. A, Bhojane in
Sweet and Fluid language. A rare picture of Shri Sai
Baba on the cover page. it also contains memorable
incidents from Sai's life, Stotrat and Ashtottarshataknamavali

Price Only Rupees 7/-
AVAILABLE W!TH ALL BOOK SELLERS.
ONLY LIMITED COPIES
PUBLISHERS !

SHEI LALIT PRAKASIHAN

Karnatak House, Chira Bazar Bombay-2400 002
Phone : 384964
DISTRIBUTORS :

HALBE AGENCY
Krantiveer Rajguru Marg, Girgaum Bombay-400 004




Lightning Flash of Shri Sai

It was dark, dark, dark
When | was not awake;
I heard a sound, which whispered
When none was around, and 1 was surprised
Thunder rumbled and lightning flashed
Lord Sai showered the rain and cleansed my mind
| began to think, and was awake
He whispered in my ears
““You should surrender yourself to Me,
I weuld take you in my confidence;"
Then, | surrendered to His will
He stamped His ‘Idol' on my heart
| am now fit to serve Him with all my nerve!
And wander in His realm
Full of devotion and enlightened mind;
My body and mind fixed on His Idol
| stand, praying for eternal salvation
Away, away, away from
All bonds of this evanescent world !

T. V. Sreenivas:
2483, 2nd Ploor 10th ‘A’ Main Road ‘D’ Block®' Rajajinagar

Bangalore-560 010

R IR LT oo 2 o

Maha Shivaratri Celebration at Hyderabad

Shirdi Sai Bhakta Mandali, Hyderabad, celebrated on an
elaborate scale Maha Shivaratri on 22nd February 1082 at the
famous Sri Maha Ganpathi Temple with eleven Rudrabhishekams,
Sai Archana, Parvati Kalyanam, Bhajan by renowned artists of
A 1. R. and Akhand Nama Sankirtan throughout day and night
amidst surging concourse of devotees in deep devotion, offering
homageful prayers. By way of prasad Baba's Udhi and fruits
were distributed.

Achyut Afzalpurkar
Secretary Shidri Sai Bhakta Mandali, Hyderabad



"Shri Sai Baba's Divine Help

This was an incident of 1979, during one of my visits to Shirdi
for the holy darshan, We were in a party of seven members
including two ladies and three children. During the onward
journey we had reservations from Kanpur to Manmad by the
Lucknow Bombay Express. Before starting from Kanpur, how-
ever, 1 got telegram despatched to Bombay V,T. railway station
by the Kanpur railway authorities for providing us raturp
jourpey reservation from Manmad to Kanpur by the down
Lucknow Bombay Express and a tentative date for the same was
also fixed.

We had a very pleasant journey althrough to Shirdi. We
were all full of thrill and emotion as if we were going to meet
our most near and dear one there. On arrival at Shirdi we
were nicely accommodated in the Shanti Niwas building of the
Sansthan. For three days we stayed there and had great pleasure
in all the programmes from early morning to late hours in the
night. We were so happily engrossed in all events of the
Sansthan that we could not know how swiftly the three long
days and nights passed away.

Thereafter we started packing up for the return journey.
I was not at all sure of securing railway reservations on (the
basis of the telegram we had carlier sent from Kanpur. Ip the
absence of valid reservation, the very idea of boarding the
over-crowded general coach of Lucknow bound train with so
many persons With their luggage became a nightmare to me
I prayed to Almighty Baba to bless us with a comfortable return
journey also.

From Shirdi we started by bus and reached Manmad
railway Station about one hour before the scheduled time of our
train, | ran to the reservation counter to enquire about the
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confirmation of my reservation; but 1 was simply greeted with
a negative reply. However the clerk was kind enough to advise
me to enquire in the T. C. Office also as sometimes the late
informations are sent there directly. I frantically ran to the
T.|C. Office, where also 1 was served with the same negative

reply.

i

Now the only alternative left for us was to try our luck
in the over-crowded general compartments for which services
of two or three strong porters were needed. I ran to and fro in
search of porters; but none was visible and only a few minutes
were left for arrival of the train., At last I spotted at a distance
one porter in the symbolic red uniform,

| approached him, He was too old to serve my purpose,
Still 1 requested him to come hurriedly with a couple of more
porters to help us boarding the train. 1 also promised him
sumptuous payment for the service.

The old man, however, very calmly advised me not to be
so much impatient. He also assured me of a very pleasant
journey as we all would be getting reseived berths in the} train.
Moreover with an air of old acquaintance, though it was my
very first meeting with him, he told me that there was no need
of so many porters and also to spend so much money as the
coach containing our reserved berths would stop in front of
the waiting room, where our luggage was kept and that he
would be coming there to help us in time. A worldly man, as
I was, these wordings sounded most vague to my ecars. On the
other hand 1 felt that the man was not only old but he was
crazy tool

After a few minutes the train steamed in. The old porter
directed me towards a sleeper coach, which came to halt in
front of us. On enqiry the conductor of the coach replied in
affirmative and asked us to get in as early as possible as the
halting time was very short. We all collectively carried our
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luggage into the coach and the old porter also played his part
according to his own strength and fitness.

After being comfortably settled down, | searched my pocket
and brought out seven 'One rupee notes” and paid the same (o
the porter. Other members of our party, who were looking at,
objected for paying so much for the nominal service rendered by
him, But I told them that 1 would have paid him more if |
had more change with me, The old man unconcernedly accepted
the money and blessed us all while assuring of his services
at all time to come. He got down and disappeared in the
crowd,

On my subsequent visits to Shirdi, when 1 pass through
Manmad | always remember this old man and very anxiously
look for him, But alas! He is found no more. Since then the
only questions ring in my ears, Who was this grand old man?
Was he actually a raillway porter? How could he know the
details about our reservations when the concerned railway staft
were unable to tell anything about it 2 ™ *

B. G. Das
305/1, Mirpur Cantt,, Kanpur-208 004 (U. P.)

Who Art Thou?

I have no home, not even a thatched roof! Nor caste
have I, nor creed! When God will ask me, *“Who art thou"?
What shall 1 say ? Only this may I to my Lord declare, I
ask, O Lord ! for the dust of the feet of the saints ! ™

— Bhakta Kabir



The Compassionate Sai

“If you look to me, | look to you'’ - Sai Baba

Sai spells c¢-o-m-p-a-s-s-i~o-n in His above words. A
sincere prayer to Lord Sainath is unfailingly answered. I narratc
the very first experience I bhad, which bears eloquent testimony
to it.

It was 18 years ago,

I was then a lecturer in English at Neemuch. My younger
brother Shriram, who was a teacher, lived with me. He was
then a bachelor. He has a long history of serious illness. He
had spent two years in a sanatorium and undergone a maim‘;
operation before he entered government service, He had put in
only two years of service, when he was unhappily transferred
to a remote village, which had no civic amenities worth the
name, His transfer naturally upset me very much, because ié
was virtually a death-warrant for him. [ resolved, therefore,
more so at my wife Kanta's instance, to go and see the Divisiona
Superintendent of Education at Ujjain, with a view to getting hiq
transfer cancelled,

Before leaving for Ujjain, I thought it fit to meet Shri M, L.
Upadhyaya, the then Principal of Govt. H. S. School, Neemuch,
for help and advice. He told me that the D, S. E., Shri
Nizamuddin who was known for his independence, had boldly/
shunted out many a tuition-monger from Ujjain, who had managedi
to hang on to that coveted place for years on the strength of
political influence. He added that the D. S. E, had a natural
sense of justice, & therefore he advised me to approach him directly,

It was in a2 most diffident mood that I boarded the bus.
No sooner had | taken my seat than the driver clambered on to
his, just in front of mine. Presently, he garlanded a small framed
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picture of Sai Baba, and lighted a fragrant agarbatti, Then he
started the engine.

What | saw now, | had seen umpteen times before during
bus journeys and the customary ritual had never meant much to
me; but, on this occasion, | found myself looking at the picture
intently, almost reverentially, After all, had I not a boon
to crave !

“If | succeed in my mission” | solemnly vowed, “I will
have & picture of Sai Baba and offer it worship everyday”.

On reaching Ujjain, | was sorely disappointed to be told
that the D. S. E. was out of station, and that he had left oo 2
long tour for an unknown destination, presumably, intelligently
to ward off the usual political pressure.

My host, Shri Tiwari, Principal, Jal Seva Niketan H. S.
School, Ujjain, advised me to stay overnight, have a darshan of
Lord Mahakal (Shiva) next morning, and inquire at the D, S. E.'s
office again, before leaving for Neemuch. | agreed,

The same night, | received an unexpected trunk call from
Neemuch. My younger brother, speaking excitedly from the other
end, asked me to return right at that moment and gave me an
ominous cryptic message, that | might here something good
Oon my return.

The next morning, | offered worship at the holy Mabakal
temple, Later, | inquired at the D. S. E's Office to know whether
had returned. He hand't. So I took the first available transport
to return home,

An agreeable surprise awaited me, My joy knew oo bounds,
when | was told that my brother's transfer had been cancelled
by the D, S. E., who was camping incognito, of all the places,
at a rest house on the outskirts of Neemuch !
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[ could not fail to see that the prime mover was compassionate
Sai Baba, who motivated him to choose to go to Neemuch, It
was He again who impelled Shri M. L. Upadhyaya (who had
significantly been chosen to attend on the D, S. E. during his
incognito stay there) and endowed with enough courage to broach
the subject of my brother’'s inconvenient transfer and boldly to
plead his case. Above all, it. was He who induced the D. S. E.
to revoke the orders then and there on compassionate grounds,
That was perhaps the only transfer he cancelled,

[ told my family all about my vow. Ancther agreeable
surprise awaited me. | was told that my daugbter, Vinita, aged'
3, on her way back from her. nursery school, had found a
rectangular metal pendant, 4x3 centimetres, with a black-and-white
portrait of Shri Sai Bab?‘ on it ! What a divine favour !!

As | held the pendant in my hands, tears of gratitude stood
in my eyes, How merciful, how kind, how compassionate, how
bhakta-parayan Baba is !

Sainath, who (I learnt later) is Lord Shiva Incarnate, in
His infinite compassion, had thus mercifully chosen to infuse,
slowly but surely, unshakable faith in me and my family, in his
distinctive and characteristic way.

The holy pendant, which benignly presides over my life, is
dearer to me than anything else in the world. It is my lamp
and my armour., It is a token royal of grace abounding that
Sainath unquestionably symbolises to millions of Sai bhaktas all
over the world. It is a proof positive, if proof is needed, of the
solemn promise - He made to mankind when He pledged : *'|f
you look to me, | look to you", ¥

L]

He does ! Doesn’t He 7

B. L. Gite
Prof. of English, J. H. Govt College Betul-460 00!
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Report of the 8th Annual Gathering at Shirdi

(Continued from March 1982 issue)

Second Session (31-1-1982)

The suggestions made by certain dalegates were given in
the last issue, Suggestions made by some other delegates were
as follows :- Professor Gunderao Patwari - Because of this
annual gathering a sort of a close relation has been established
among the contributors, poets, the Cpurt Receiver, the executive
editors and the subscribers. This annual gathering should
therefore be continued in order to maintain and increase this
love for each other.

The President Shri Nanasaheb Rasane with the Court Receiver

Dr. Babaji says that some people are reproducing extracts
from Sai Satcharita and are passing them as their own articles.
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The executive editors should be careful hereafter to see whether
this is a fact and if such things are being done by the contributors,
the articles should be rejected.

Some things which cause defamation of some persons of
repute have been printed in Shri Sai Lecla as a result of which
they have filed defamation suit against the Shirdi Sansthan. If
the executive editors had taken care to see that such articles
were not published in Shri Sai Leela, then all the trouble to
nght out the case could have been averted. The executive editors
should be more careful in future and see that such controversial
articles are not published in our magazine.

Shri R.S. Pujarii- The contributors to Shri Sai Leela
Magazine are devotees, They are not literary personalities,
They do not steal literature or ideas from elsewhere. The
articles of the devotees, which are being published in this
magazine, give full satisfaction to the devotion-minded readers
of this magazsne. Learning and knowledge are shown by the
persons contributing their articles in other literary magazines,
That is not the case with this magazine, We want to foster
devotion and love through the articles which will be published
through Sai Leela, I know what troubles are being taken by
the executive editors in doing the editorial work of this magazine
The executive editors are doing their best to 1mprove this
magazine. All the delegates that have gathered here should have
the feeling that this is their magazine and they all should try
their best to improve this magazina and help its progress.

Dr. Tipnisi- Every year, it is a practice to invite Sati
Godavari Mataji, from Sakuri, for annual gathering at Shirdi.
On many occasions when Mataji was at Sakuri, she attended
the gathering. However this year .she was out of station hence
Dr. Tipnis attended the gathering on behalf of Mataji aad
conveyed her blessings. In his speech be said, “As Sati Godavan
Mataji bas gone to Kalyan for attending some functi::n, it is
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not possible for her to attend this gathering. She has however
directed me to couvey her joy on getting the invitaiton of the
gathering as usual. Shirdi Sansthan and the Kanyakumar
Ashram at Sakuri have very close relation because Shri Sai Baba
was the Guru of Shri Upasani - Maharaj, who was the founder
of the Ashram at Sakuri, as directed by the former. A book
captioned Sant Samagam (43 s&gwrg) written by executive editor

Shri Sadanand Chendwankar was published this morning.

R ' g T =

Wm

The Court Receiver, Shri Kakresaheb
Delivering the inaugural speech.

I congratulate him for that., By going to Saints and taking
refuge at their feet we get solace, Hence we approach the saints
and get their blessings. The saints guide the common people
and lead them to moksha, As directed by revered Mataji | am
conveying her blessings to all the delegates, who have come to
attend this gathering.
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After the speech of Dr. Tipnis, the de'egates resumed they,
speceches, Shri Prakash P. Karpe, from Indore, said:—

A condolence resolution should be passed mourning the
death of the contributors who have expired during the last year,
I'he children whose articles have been published in the special
Issue may also be allowed to attend this gathering. The condition
of the publcation of a certain number of articles should not
be made applicable to them, They should be c¢ncouraged by
granting them prasad. The form required to be sent by the
delegates is now printed in the body of the magazine Hence
the cover page 1s saved. | thank the Court Receiver for having
relaxed the condition of the number of articles required to be
published for being calld as a delegate for this gathering. For
the last two or three years the programme ‘‘Ask anything about
Shri ~ai Baba' is not being held. Only those programmes which
can be held may be kept in the gathering, The first] night of
the gathering, may be reserved for delegates for their programme.
The pages for Hindi articles in the English issue should be
increased further.

Shri Madhukar Mandlik:~ For spread of Sai devotion it
1S necessary to have a Gujrati edition of Shri Sai Leela
magazine. The Sai Satcharita in Gujrati is not ,available at
present. It may be reprinted soon,

(To be continued)

,



FEBRUARY 1982

The rush of devotees, visiting Shirdi, was normal in this
month and hence there was no extra prcssu'rc on the staff of
the Shirdi Sansthan, The following artists gave their various
programmes in the Samadhi Mandir during this month ;-

Keertan:- Sou. Lalitprabha Kulkarni, Ganeshpuri and Shri
Jadhav Guruji, Shirdi performed keertans during this month.

Pravachan ;- 1 Shri P. G. Swami, Medak 2 Shri Laxman
Maharaj Waghchoure, Shirdi and 3 Shri Kulkarni Mabhara),
Pandbarpur, delivered pravachans on various religous topics.

Vocal Music. Instrumental Music, dance etc.

| Shri Madhukar Hatkar, Bhagini Bhajani Mandal, Dombiv!
2 Sou. Alaka Bhalchandra Riswadkar, Andheri 3. Shn K. \
Gopalkrishna, Vishakhapattan 4 Shri B. Ram Moban Rac,
Vishakhapattan 5 Shri V. S, Hatode, Bhaindar ¢ Yuwak Sanghz
tana Mandal, Girgaum, Bombay 7 Shri Vishwanath Bapa:,
Kolhapur 8 Shri Bal Chawre, Bombay 9 Shri Sandesh D, Kulkarn,
Satara 10 Smt, Mirabai and Party Vijaywada 11 Shri Satya Sa
Sewa Samiti, Thane 12 Shri Shankarrao Parshuram Tharwal
Ghatkopar 13 Shri K, V. Ramanmurti Kakinada.

Mahashivratra :- On 22-2-82, the palkhi of Shri Sai Baba
was, as per convention, taken in procession through the Shird
Village from 0,15 p. m. to 11.15 p. m. on account of Mabha.
shivratra. The procession was accompained by music and bhajan
partics, Many devotees also joined the procession. After the
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return of the procession, the shejarati was sung and prasad
and teertha were distributed to the devotees thatf were present
for the aarti,

Kavyateertha Shri G. V. Joshishastri Passes away -
Retired Sansthan Singer, Kavyateertha,Shri G.V_ Joshishastri passed
away at Ahmednagar at the age of 71 on 3-2-82 due to old age,

Shri Joshi was born at Borgaon in the Beed District on
14th October 19}1, He served at Pandharpur for 25 years. During
this period he learnt playing on the tabla and acquired the art
of singing. He also acquired the knowledge of performing keertan
during this period. By studying the Sanskrit literature and
grammar he got the degree of ‘‘Kavyateertha' and because of
thist he came to be known as *“Shastribuwa’ from that time.
He performed keertans and pravachans at various places in
Marathwada for over thirty years, He had good command over
language and his keertans and pravachans used to reflect his
knowledge of the Sanskrit literature.

In 1945, he started serving as a Sanskrit teacher in the
Gokuchand Vidyalaya at Kopargaon and retired from that school
on 8th June 1970 on account of superannuation.

He joined the Shirdi Sansthan as the Sansthan Singer from
Ist June 1971 and served the Shirdi Sansthan and Shri Sai Baba
with complete devotion. He had studied the literature of Marathi
saints and the Puranas. He was very pious and was revered by
all the staff of the Shirdi Sansthan,

We pray to Shri Sai Baba that the departed soul may rest
in peace.

Cancer diagnosis and operation camp = With the
co-operation of the Cancer Society at Shreerampur, the Sainath
Hospital, Shirdi, arranged at its hospital premises at Shirdi a
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camp for diagnosis and operation of cancer from 7th February
to 14th February 1982,

The main objects of this camp were :-

| To give complete information about cancer to people staying
in remote villages,

2:To remove all mis-conceptions about cancer.
3 To encourage the affected persons for getting examined.

4 To convince the people that cancer is curable if it i1s diagnosed
and treated in good time,

For achieving the above objects an exhibition was held from Ist
February 1982 to 6th February 1982 in which models of the
limbs and organs of the human body as they would app:ar, if
affected by cancer, were cxhibited. A good number of people
visited the exhibition and got the information about the discase.

Women's diseases’ specialist Dr. (Miss) Sutaria from Pune,
Surgeon Dr. M. G. Joshi, Pune, Women’s diseases’ specialist
Dr. Uparanikar Pune, Ear, Nose, throat specialist Dr. A. V.
Bhide, Dr.Marathe and other specialists from Shreerampur and Shirdi
examined the patients and operated them wherever necessary

On 7-2-82 Honourable Shri Lecladhar Vyas, Dy. Minister
for Co-operative Housing, Irrigation etc, paid a visit to the camp
and expressing his satisfaction for the good arrangements made
by the Sainath Hospital, he praised the organisers for educating
the village people and giving them the medical help, which they
needed utmost,

Dr. Vyas from Tata Memorial Cancer Hopital, Bombay. Dr.
Bapaye, from Pune, Dr. Keny from Shreerampur performed six
major operations on 14-2-82 and by the grace of Shri Sai Baba they
were all completely successful, On that same day, in the evening,
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the Court Receiver Shri Kakresaheb [elicitated all the doctors
who took pari in the camp,

Dr. Prabodha Joshi, resident Medical Officer of Sainath
Hospital, took great pains for making all the arrangements of
the camp and making it a complete success. His colleagues Dr,
P. S. Deshpande and all the staff of the Sainath Hospital also
gave valuable help in conducting the camp.

Weather :- The weather at Shirdi was quite good, healthy
and free from any sort of disease.

Sai Satcharita in Tamil
Unique opportunity for Sai devotees knowing Tamil

GET YOUR COPY VERY SOON !

After publishing Sai Satcharit, composed originally in
Marathi by Shri Annasaheb Dabholkar, in many Indian languages,

The Shirdi Sansthan now offers it in Tamil Language to Sai
devotees knowing Tamil.

Price only Rs. 12/~ Pos*age Extra

AVAILABLE AT:

1. Court Receiver, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan,
P. O. Shirdi, Tal. Kopargaon, Dist. Ahmednagar.

2. Sai Niketan, 804-B, Ur. Ambedkar Road, | |
Dadar, Bombay 400014
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Publications of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi

I. Shri Sai Satcharita (Marathi) Rs. 22.00 %
2. Shri Sai Satcharita (English) Rs. 12.50 2
3. Shri Sai Satcharita (Gujrati) Under Print 1
4. Shri Sai Satcharita (Hindi) Rs. 12.00 3
5. Shri Sai Satcharita (Kanarese) Rs. 8.00 3
6. Shri Sai Baba Jeevitacharitram (Telugu) Rs. 12,00 ¢
1. do do (Tamil) Rs. 12.00 3
8. Gujarati Pothi (Sharananand) Rs. 5.50 3
9. Shri Sainath Stawanmanjiri & Sumananjali Rs. 0.30 %
L 10. do do (Gujarati) Rs. 0.30 §
{ 11, Four Adhyayas by Dasganu (Marathi) Rs. 1.25 ¢
{ 12, Sagoonopasana (Marathi) 13. (Gujarati) 14. (Telugu) %
Re. 0.50 Re. 0.50 Rs. 2.00 :
15. Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi by Pradhan Under Print J
16. Sai Leelamrit Marathi 17. Hindi 18. Gujparati '
; Rs. 7.50 Rs. 7.00 Rs. 4.25 s
! 19. Sai Baba in Pictures Rs. 2.75 4
! 20. Shri Sai Baba Awatarkarya (A. Y. Dhond) Rs. 4,00 3
[ 21. Mulanehe Sai Baba (Marathi) Rs. 1.25 3
} 22, Children’s Sai Baba (Gujarati) 1.00 23. (Eng) Rs. 1.75 §
{ 24, do do (Telugu) Rs, 1.50 25. (Hindi) 1.75 2
[ 26. Sai Keertanmala (Marathi) Rs. 0.75 ¢
[ 27. Sai The Superman by Sai Sharananand Rs. 5.25 2
{ 28. Guide to Shirdi’(English) 29.(Marathi) 30. (Gujarati) ;
: Re, 1.00  Re. 1.00 Rs. 150

31. The Great Saint Shri Sai Baba (Mar) /50 32, (Eng.) 0.50 3
{ 33, Sai Baba of Shirdi by Perin S. Bharucha Rs. 5.00 §
{ 34, Rudradhyaya Re. 0.60 3
35. Marathi Brochure Re. 0;50 $
36. Keertan Panchak Re. 0.50

{ Available at :- 1. Receiver, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, :
P. O. Shirdi, Dist. Ahmednagar.

2. Sai Niketan, 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Rd,
Dadar, Bombay - 400 014,
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‘At Dadar Head Office, Bombay~Ii4
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THREE COLOURED

ASHIRVAD PHOTOS

Size Price Size Price
14”"x20 Rs. 1-50 8x10” Rs. 0-50
107°x14°° KRs, 1-00 24"x 4”7 Rs., 0.20

434"x54 Rs 0-30

Photos from the Blocks by Shri D. D, Neroy

Particulars Colour Size (Inches) Price
1. Baba Sitting on Stone Three-Coloured 14x20 1-50
2. o Black & White 14x20 1-50
3 i Coloured 10x14 1-00
4. Baba in Dwarkamai Three-Coloured 14x20 1-00
5. - - 10x14 0-75
6. Shirdi Darshan (66 Photos) 4-50
7. Murti Photo Coloured 10x14 1-00
8. . | Ex10 0-50

Available at =~

1. Receiver Shri Sai Baba Sansthan P. O, Shirds,
Tal. Kopargaon, Dist. Ahmednagar -

2. *“Sai Niketan" ¥04-B, Dr. Ambedkar Road, Dadar,
Bombay-400 014
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~ Printed by L, B. Malvankar, at Maratha Printing Press,
Naigaum X Road, Dadar, Bombay 400-014,
¥Yublished by Shri K. H. Kakre, Sai Niketan 804-B.
Dr. Ambedkar Rd ., Dadar, Bombay 400014



