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A TIGER GETS SALVATION

Once three Derveshis came with a Bullock-cart to
the Masjid with a tiger in it, who was fastened with chains.
The derveshis brought the animal before Shri Baba with
His consent, On account of Baba's Lustre, the tiger
looked at Baba with affection. It moved its tail, dashed it
thrice against the ground and fell down senseless. The
tiger got salvation at Baba's hands, Its samadhi could be
seen at Shirdi even today,

May 1984 Rupee One

‘ﬂ!ﬁﬂwm

‘h WA waorre el N G |




—
= W o gt B b -

L —
[ o

13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

J"I' ;‘nﬁ

SHRI 3

MAY
CONT
Editorial
To The Editor
Hari Das

Faith and Patience Pay
Baba is always Alive
Sai’s Sudba

Baba is ever with us
Bow To Thy Holy Feet
Baba’'s Blessings

My Experiences with

Shri Sai Baba

Greetings to Sai Devotees
Drawing Lots At The Feet
of Shri Sai Baba

SAILEELA

1984
ENTS
Page
Sixtytwo years of publication 2
Shri H. K. Kuppuswamy 7
8
Shri A. N. Ramesh 9
Shri B, S. Tatapudi 11
Shri T. R. Anand 13
Shri J, Bhasker Rao 14
Shri M. R. Chakrawarti 17
Shri T, A. Ram Nathen 19
Shri V. K. Thakur 21
Shri M. Shyam Mohan 24

Lt. Col M.B. Nimbalkar (Rtd) 26

Searchlight in Sea B. Rajeshwer Kumar 29
Divine Grace of Shri Sai Baba Shri M., Narasimha Rao 31
Visions and Dreams Shri M, Menon 33

Sai Baba accepted our
Gayatri Yagna

Japnaam

To the Editor

The Magnanimous Sai Baba

Shri Navinchandra D, Pandya 34
Shri K. L, Sharma 35
Shri C. M, Chandawarkar 37
Shri M, Venkateswara Rao 38

Baba-A Successful Physician Shri J, R, Laroiya 39
Report of the Tenth Annual Gathering at Shirdi 41
News from Shirdi March 1984 46
Ramanawami Festival at Sainiketan Dadar 47

Andhra Pradesh Sai Devotees’

Conference (Anuonncement) 49



Dr. S. D. Parchurc

M. A., Ph. D,

, fird iR, H. KAKRE 3
Leceiver, Shirdi Sansthan = Gy
of Hnxi Sai Baba

A

Editor:

Executive Ecitors :

Shirdi Sansthan

nre

Chri Sadanand Chendwankar

B.Se, S.T.C. R.B.Pravin

23RS LACIRBBLILILICALICILI LI LILIICICIESIST
To guide the world on the right path

is the principal, cim of SHR! SA! LEELA

VOLUME 63

ra

MAY 1984

No,

“E@@@E@EE@E%E@@@@@E@@@@EF
office ;
Sai Niketan,804-B,Dr.Ambedkar Road,Dadar,Bombay400 014.

Telephone 1 8822561

Annual Subscription Rs.10.00 O SingleCopyRs.1.00



Sixtytwo years of
Publication

We are glad to inform our readers, subscribers, contributors
and well-wishers that Shri Sai Leela magazine has completed its
sixty two years of publication by the end of March 1984 and it
has entered into its sixtythird year of publication from the issue
of April 1984, There are many other periodicals which have conti-
nued their publication for still longer period and some have evep
celebrated their centenaries; but it should be remembered that
they are all mostly news oriented and as ‘hot news’ is always
eagarly awaited by all readers, those news papers and periodicals
got continued paironage from the readers and consequently they
could continue their publication for so long a time. In case of
some magazines it may be said that though they were not read for
their news, it was because of their literary value that they got
patronage from their readers. In the case of Shri Sai Leela, no
such factors, which attract the common public, play an important
role, This magazine is published only for the devotees, who
want to march on the spiritual path and such devotees being a
very few in number, it is really creditable for this type of
magazine to have continued its publication for so long a time.

Advertisements are very important for all periodicals, because
their financial side mainly depends on them and not on the sale
of the periodicals to the readers or subscribers. As is wellknown
the advertisements are depending on the circulation of a periodical.
The producers want that their product should be advertised to
as many people as possible. Hence they would naturally like to
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advertise their pt}‘nds in a periodical, which will go to all the
members of the public and therefore this will depend on the
circulation of that particular periodical. As Shri Sai Leela maga-
zine was not having much wide circulation and as it is read
even today not by all the members of the public at large, but
only by a particular section of the society, who are devotees of
Shri Sai Baba and other Gods, the producers would think ten
times before they would like to advertise in Shri Sai Leela maga-
zine. By the blessings of Shri Sai Baba, the circulation of the
two editions of the Sai Leela has now gone to more than 9000
per month. Hence the producers should now feel confident about
saufficient advertisement of their goods through Saileels magazine.
Of course this may come true in future. However at present we
have to say that the use of advertisements for supporting the
financial side of this magazine is not there and like other perio-
_di_cals, the Sai Leela magazine is not depending on the adver-~
tisements for making its two ends meet properly.

The cost of the magazine is another important factor in the
publication of a magazine. If we look at the annual subscription
of all magazines and the cost of the dailies and weeklys, Shri Sai
Leela is the cheapes of all of them, The subseription of this magazine
was only Rs. 6/- per annum when it had 48 pages, However
with the increase of the pages to 64, the subscription of the magazine
was increased to Rs. 10/- per annum. This price however is not
the real price of the magazine. At the present high rates of
paper, composing charges, printing charges etc. the actual price
of this magazine would be much higher than what it is at present.
However the Shirdi Sansthan is paying a very large subsidy for
the publication of this magazime. One of the aims of the Shirdi
Sapsthan is the spread of Sai devotion among the masses by
various means, Shri Sai Leela magazine was started for giving
publicity to the experiences of the devotees and for circulating
the Sai Satcharita, written by Late Shri Annasaheb Dabholkar.

+ Due to the paucity of funds and due to the want of subscribers
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it was quite difficult to run this magazine in the past. However
with the increase in the devotees of Shri Sai Baba by leaps and
bounds by the grace of Shri Sai Baba, there are lot of funds
with the Shirdi Sansthan and it can now offer a good amount of
subsidy for publication of this magazine. As the publication of
the magazine is in conformity with one of the objects of the
Shirdi Sansthan, a good amount of subsidy is given towards its
publication and the devotees are able to get the magazine at a
low price.

Having thus examined the financial aspect of Shri Sai Leela
magazine and its capability to get advertisements, we may now
turn towards its contents and-examine them. At the outset it
may be pointed out that the pledge of this magazine is stated on
its very first page as ;-

“To guide the world on the right path
is the principal aim of Shri Sai Leela"’

and the contents of this magazine will be found to be quite
faithful to the above pledge. Every article that is chosen for
publication in this magazine has something to tell to the devotee
about going on the right path,

A special word about the editorials, that are published in
this magazine, would be necessary, It is always said that Shri
Sai Baba never wrote a book about his teachings, It is also
said that He never gave any long sermons to his devotees.
Similarly Shri Sai Baba is said to have guided the devotees by
telling them simple stories and occasionally by speaking only a
few words, which used to be full of meaning. Under such cir-
cumstances it is clear that lot of commentary would be necessary
in order to explain the teachings of Shri Sai Baba in simple and
plain language, which would be understood by the common
people. The editorials of this magazine, especially in the last
eleven years or so, are written on the teachings of Shri Sai Baba,
explaining them in simple language so that even the common man
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would be able to follow them. Many readers of Shri Sai Leela
have been kind enough to express their appreciation of these
editorials by sending letters to the editor and by expressing their
applause in person to the executive editors in their personal
meeting, We are really thankful to all these readers, who go through
these editorials minutely and try to extract spiritual advice out of
them as the bee sucks the honey out of the flowers.

Experiences of the devotees is a very common feature of
every issue of this magazine. The Sai Satcharita -is full of the
experiences of the devotees some of which are so wonderful that
one cannot help calling them miracles, Some devotees do not
like that word and they therefore call them as Baba’s Leelas. The
word that you use is not material, The real thing that is note-
worthy is the experience of the devotee and the belief that Shri
Baba is still alive in the form of a spirit and that He is ever
ready to help His devotees at their beck and call. Shri Baba is
our sadguru and He is considered as God by some other devotees.
In both cases the faith of the devotees is implicit and it is required
to be fostered and spread as far as possible, The spread of such
a faith in the world, is another way of guiding the world on
the right path and this is being thus achieved by publishing the
experiences of the devotees in this magazine. After looking to
the places from which these devotees are sending their experiences
we come to know how far and wide the sai devotion has spread
not only in Bharat but also outside our country,

Many articles regarding good behaviour and remaining away
from vices as well as getting control over the common enemies
of the mankind are also published very often in this magazine.
The devotees, who want to follow the spiritual path, often tumble
against such hurdles and they want guidance how to overcome
them, [ will be seen that all such devotees will get suitable
advice from these articles.

Saints are said to be Gods on earth. Some devotees, who
are staunch devotees of Shri Sai Baba, sometimes say that in Shri
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Sai Leela magazine nothing else should appear which does not
refer to Shri Sai Baba. The ardent devotion of these devotees
can be no doubt understood and is worth appreciating; but it
may be pointed out (o them that they are not doing full justice
to Shri Baba’s teachings. Shri Sai Baba had never shown any
disregard or envy of any of His contemporary saints. On the
other band saints like Tembye Swami (Wasudevanand Saraswati)
called Him his brother. Similarly Shri Sai Baba never showed
any disregard for any God. On the other hand he reminded
certain devotees about the worship of their family deities, which
they had forgotten and which was required to be revived. Under
such circumstances we should welcome all articles about saints
anywhere in the world and about deities which may be having
their temples anywhere else. This will help us to see how God
is manifesting Himself in different places and in different forms.
The Vishwarupadarshan (f«gq23/) and ths vibhuties (fF4fa)
explained by Lord Krishna in Bhagawadgeeta can be explained
very well by articles, referred to above, that are being published
in this magazine. '

Shirdi being the most holy place of pilgrimage for every Sai
devotee, he is always thinking about Shri Sai Baba and Shirdi
along with it. The Shirdi news published every month helps the
devotees to know about the festivals and other activities that are
going on at Shirdi, The Sai Temples and Sai Samajams are also
coming at several new places all over our country. Every Sai
devotee is happy to know how Sai devotion is spreading far and
wide for the welfare of the people of the world., The reports
about the various Sai temples and Samajams, that we are
publishing, thus keep the reader informed about the activites of
the temples and Samajams and if he happens to visit that place,
he is able to visit the Sai temple in that city or town.

It will be seen from the above analysis of the articles that
are being published in Shri Sai Leela from month to month that
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with the blessings of Shri Sai Baba, this magazine is continuously
helping the devotees to proceed further on the spirituval path and
we hope to continue doing the same in future. We therefore
request full co-operation of our contributors, subscribers, readers
and well-wishers to carry on this job with zeal and enthusiasm
fer the good of the whole world. *

B T i e T i i i i S i . e

To

The Executive Editor,
Shri Sai Leela

Sir,

I and my family members are devotees of Shri Sai Baba,
since a long time, I am also a subscriber of Shri Sai Leela
(English). We eagerly wait to receive the magazine every month
which is propagating of Shri Sai faith.

[ am also to state that | have commenced to make the 12
monthly issues of the year in one volume for circulation to
my friends,

The guide lines to devotees visiting . Shirdi furnished in the
January 1984 issue are very good, and it helps the visitors for
easy reach. | congratulate the Samsthan Authorities for their
noble deed to Sai devotees, who visit Shirdi.

Yours Sincerely

H. K. Kuppuswamy
Room No Y, Police Club, Gandhinagar, Vijayawada 16 (A P))

(We are glad that articles published in Shri Sai Leela are
found helpful by our readers. Shirdi Sansthan has also published
a Shirdi Guide in four languages (English, Marathi, and Hindi
Gujarati) which will be found uscful by new comers to Shirdi. This
guide 1s available in the Hemadpant lLibrary at Shirdi — Editor)



HARI DAS

One of the great bhaktas (devotees) of Shri Krishna, in Shri
Chaitanya’s days, was a Muslim who adopted a Hindu name and
is known, in Vaishnava literature, as Hari Das.

The Muslims of Navadwipa were deeply offended with Hari
Das, for he was devoted to Shri Chaitanya. The Muslims carried
their complaint to the Kazi, the Muslim magistrate of Nadia.
The Kazi issued an order, saying :- “Take this man, Hari Das,
this renegade to the Muslim Faith, to the market of the town
and there beat him hard and flog him until he falls unconscious
and is dead.”

Hari Das was taken to the market-place. Blow after blow
fell on this servant of God. He fell down, unconscious, for
sometime. The Muslims thought Hari Das was dead. They took
up his body and threw it in the waters of the Ganges, After
sometime, Hari Das revived and swam back to the shore, Then
Hari Das sang aloud the song of which he was very found, the
kirtan-song:-*“Hari bol ! Hari bol !"’

Singing thus, Hari Das came back to his cottage. The
Muslim were frightened. ‘A Miracle has happened,* they said,
Hari Das was dead: Hari Das has arisen !”

Some Muslims went to the cottage and asked him to forgive
them all. Hari Das continued to sing, and then fell into a
swoon. After sometime he woke up. The wvery first words he
uttered on waking up were:-“[ am very happy. How sweet it
is to suffer for Krishna’s sake !”

Significant words these. Yes,~the man who comes from the
heights of contemplation to the plains of active life and, mingling
with men, tries to serve them, suffers much, for he enters into
conflict with many. But, like Hari Das, he may well say :- "I
am very happy, How sweet it is to suffer for the sake of
my Master !" x

Dadaji (Sadhu T. L. Vaswani)



Faith and Patience Pay

There must be ample instances in the lives of ‘Shri Sai
| eela’ readers, when they would have realised that faith in Baba
and a patient wait has given them the results that they had been
craving for. Therc also would be ample instances when Baba
has showered his blessings even unsought for. In the following
instance Baba's blessings came our way only after a patient wait
and firm faith in Him.

On May 24, 1983 there was a very heavy downpour in
Bangalore, We have a pharmacy in Basaveswaranagar, a developing
layout. I and my wife were at the shop, It was raining still
when two men came to the shop and asked tor some cough
drops and Bandaids which | gave them the time was around
8-45 pm. The two men remained at the shop for a few more
minutes and then left. Immediately after, the lights also went
off. [Earlier at about 8 (p.m.) the lights had gone off and so |
had lighted a kerosene lamp and it had been burning still. As
it had been nearing 9 (p.m,) we got ready to leave, As | bent
down to collect my helmet |1 heard footsteps and |l stood up.
Lhe same two men had returned and one of them poked a knife
on to my side and told me not to make any noise. The other
man pulled down the rolling shutter and took out from his
shoulder bag a chopper and waving it in front of my wife
demanded that she should hand over the gold chain she was
wearing. Looking at me she said “Jai Sai Ram, let us give them
what they want’’, She took off the chain from her neck and
asked the fellow weather she could take out the mangalyam at
least, The man saying no, almost snatched the chain from her
hand. This was followed by the two bangles and wrist watch
she was wearing, Then the man demanded cash from me. 1 dipped
my hand into the cash box and gave oflf whatever money that
came in my hand. Then they lifted the shutter, went out and
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closed it behind them. Soon after I lifted the shutter and came
out to see which way they went; but they had vanished into the
darkness. @A complaint was lodged with the police and
investigations were started. No apparent results came our way.
However I wish to add here that though we had lost around
13 tolas of gold our minds were not that depressed and there
was this feeling that Baba would help us to retrieve the stolen

property.

On the first Thursday of every month, we go to the Shirdi
Sai Mandir at Thyagarajanagar, which is founded by His Holiness
Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji, This has been the practice with us
for the last two years. It was nearly four months since the
robbery, We got a new mangalyam made and on our visit to the
mandir in October we got it blessed by Baba and my wife wore
the same in His presence. In the first week of December a Police
Inspector, Shri Gangi Reddy, called on us and informed that the
two culprits had been arrested and that we should go to his
office and identify them, Accordingly we went to his office and
identified them. Afterwards they were asked to narrate the
incident, which they did, Later I was asked to give an application
in the court requesting for release of the items pending finalisation
of the case. Accordingly, I gave the application on January 02,
1984 and the next day I collected from the Police Station what-
-ever had been recovered, which was about sixty percent of that
which we had lost, We took the items to the mandir on January 05,
1984 and got them blessed by Baba and took them home as His
prasadam, We are certain that it is only by Baba's grace that
we could get back even this much after the lapse of nearly
seven months. *

A. N. Ramesh
394, Il Stage, Bangalore 55 (Karnatak)

3% 2



Baba Is Always Alive!

May our almighty Bhagawan Samartha Sadguru Shri Sainath
Maharaj of Shirdi shower His blessings on one and all !

I was reading keenly the best article written by Shri D.
Sankaraiah, Hyderabad in November and December, 1983 issues
of Shri Saileela describicg that Shri Sai Baba left no heir or
disciple. This prompted me to write this small article,

I am completely accepting the views expressed by the Sai
Brother Shri bSankaraiah garu and say that no successors, heirs
or disciples were left by Shri Sai Baba,

Shri Sai Baba told his devotees, "Believe Me, though 1 pass
away, My bones in My tomb will give you hope and confidence.
Not only Myself, but My tomb would be speaking, moving and
communicating Wwith those who would surrender themselves
whole-heartedly to Me. Do not be anxious that I would be
absent from you. You will hear my bones speaking and discussing
your welfare; but remember me always, believe in me heart and
soul and then ycu will be most benefited”. It shows that Baba
had no rebirth and that he is always alive like Maruthi and Shri
Raghavendra Swami and that He will reply from his tomb to
those who call on him with pure meditation, As per Sai
Satcharita saints like *‘Baba never die, though they look like man,
they are in reality God Himself”’,

Now-a~days the present so called modern babas/swamijis
/Avatharas are misleading the common people and propagating
that they are born with the powers of Sai Baba, so on and so
forth duly prefixing/suffixing Sai to their names which are given
to them by their parents. They are also misleading Sai Baba's
good name and misusing the spiritual progress obtained by
Upasana. It is a sorrowful affair,
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As stated in para 7 by the author, “if a saint lives at a
particular place, the place will attract huge crowds and the
importance of that place will gradually decrease with the phys:ral
appearance of that saint”. But in Shirdi, there is no such change
even after the lapse of 66 years i.e, after the Mahasamadhi of Shri
Baba in 1918. The mob is increasing from day to day at Shirdi.
Huge crowds of devotees are visiting Shirdi for the darshan of
Baba’s Samadhi. During Mahasamadhi, Shriraménavami and
Guru Poornima festivals, the pllgnms are coming to Shirdi from
all over India on a mass scale and not one mch nf space will be
available at Shirdi at that time.

There is no occasion for the devotees to present Guru
Dakshina to Him as nobody knows the date of birth of Baba.
But nuw-a—days the modern iﬁabas{Gurus are accepting Guru
Dakshina for the development of Ashrams/Nilayas etc. and
providing air-conditioners, fans etc; but Baba never thought of
the above luxuries,

In conclusion | may be permitted to say that Baba is
Chiranjivi like Maruthi and His mortal coil will always be alive
in His tomb and His bones will speak and discuss about our
welfare. He is always alive. *

B, S. Tatapudi
13-1-1250, Seetarambagh, Hyderabad-500 006




Sai's Sudha

1 started belief in Sai Baba from the year 1972. Since then
I rely on Him and accept his advice in my day to day life, My father
Shri T. A. Ram Nathen also follows his footsteps sincerely.

My wife Mrs, Lalitha Anand conceived our second baby in
the month of April‘84. As she had no responsible family member
to take care of her delivery, I took charge of the total responsibility. |

On hearing from my father, Dr. Vijaykumar of Karnataka,
who is also a close devotee of Sai Baba, | felt that I may pass
through some problem due to calloas treatment of doctors in
Calcutta hospitals, | replied back to him, saying that Sai Baba
is always everywhere, He will never allow his devotee to get '
drowned; but instead he will save him at the final hour.

I admitted my wife in “Lake View Nursing Home'' under
Dr Thampi’s supervision on 3rd February 1984. Luckily the
owner of the nursing home was also a Baba’s devotee. Dr.
Thampi too believed in Sai Baba right from her 29th year of age.
Sai has even directed some of the patients through dreams to
Dr. Thampi. | was relieved very much with the Sai relations
and felt that the delivery will be most normal,

Dr. Thampi started administering Saline water right from
9-15 A.M. as my wife had no labour pains till I admitted her
in the nursing home. At 3 P.M. on 3rd February’ 84 she slowly
felt the pains and around 4 P .M, the pain became severe. | was
waiting outside the lobby for hours together and felt restless and
returned back home at Wederburn road with my Sai daughter Sai
Deepa. 1 switched on our lamp kept above the photo of Sai
Baba and lit sandalwood sticks, with sincere prayers to Him to
1elease the baby at the earliest. It was 4,15 P.M, when | was
requesting at our prayer room.
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Lo ! Sai Baba answered my prayer immediately as my wife
delivered a female baby exactly at 4-15 P.M. the time of my
prayer. The star was Avittam and Lagnam Kumbha, [ profusely
thanked the almighty for answering our prayers. My Father had
a sigh of relief on hearing the news and also thanked Sai in
answering his 6 week old prayer to him,

Now the paming problem arose as we were not ready with
suitable names Myself suggested to my father that “Sai Sudha™
would be apt, which was immediately accepted. My mother Mrs,
Vijyem Ram Nathen and younger sister Miss, T.R Geetha also
were finalising the same name *“‘Sai Sudhba’’ at Budge Budge 18
Kms away from our Calcutta residence.

I am very much indebted to Lord Sai for blessing our family
with Sai Deepa and Sai Sudha both in auspicious time. i

T. R. Anand
Ground Floor 1 A, Wederburn Road, Calcutta - 700 029

Baba is Ever with Us

On the day on which Shri Sai Baba entered Mahasamadhi
all his lovers were sorry and melancholy, It was a glorious
occasion of the successful endeavour of a great Siddha Purusha,
who had proved that departing from this world was not actual
departing. It was a change of course through which one should
understand that Atma, the realised parmatma, will be everlasting
and will retain jn this hemisphere his presenec in a different manner,
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On my recent tour to New Delhi I liked to visit Baba's
temple where I felt that Baba was actually alive. The figure in
the 1dol was so gracious to bless the devotees sitting before Him,
I do not understand how | have requested Baba to bless me to
go to Shirdi, As soon as I returned to my place of residence, |
was astonished to notice that Shirdi Samsthan was inviting writers
to attend a conference in the last week of of January, 1983. The
qualifications they had fixed to attend the function were being
fulfilled in my case, and I was tempted to fill the form and post
it for availing the occasion for going to Shirdi.

Eventually necessary arrangements for the journey were at
my disposal and 1 was able to reach Shirdi. As soon as |
arrived, the reception manager was highly helpful to receive me.
On that day, | had the fine occasion to witness that Kavisammelan
which functioned with admiring deliberations of the devotees from
all corners of the country, The assembled devotees were much
inspired to speak about Baba, who was attached to Maharashtrians
and their culture.

Shri Baba's mission was then to paralyse the dispassions
between Hindus and Muslims in our country, He dealt the
problem in a passive method spreading the arms of love to the
neighbours for the right co-existence of all, His practices made
the people understand the universal brotherhood aond thereby to
realise their Atman as Paramatman that could be seen in every
particle of the creation. their observations were the philosophical
waves of Shirdi Sai Baba, who moved with them more than their
God. As Baba pguided them for their uplift and proper
understanding of this creation, they felt and worshipped him as
their Sadguru, Baba in the course of His mission proved that
he was parmatman and the Guru of Gurus,

A's the fragrance of flowers is carried to all corners of the
world by the wind, His philosopby also spread all over the
world. Though there was a dispute at the time of his death,
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ultimately there was compromise between the two parties and as
a result of that Baba was worshipped by all people of this land,

Baba declared Himself alive, though he was buried, He
prompted to protect those, who were aware of Him, known to
Him, came to Him, call Him, and come in contact with Him|
He was very particular to be by the side of such devotees and
protect their interests.

Some devotees may take His assistance as a miracle and
some take it as a wonder, It need not be discriminated as it is
even to all.

To understand the difference between a miracle and wonder
is not easy, One cannot authoritatively discriminate the difference
between the two. Decvotees, who attend Shirdi, have a feeling
that they are at the Samadhi of a Siddha Purusha,

Shirdi Sai Baba was buried before the eyes of several
devotees, Though years have passed it is felt that Baba was
buried and the idol was installed there as a mark of reverence
for his existence.

Let literates feel that the idol is made of plaster of Paris
and the tomb was a marble stone laid on a pious soul. But the
devotees see him always alive with his deep looks to catch the
hearts of those that come to him for renunciation - realisation
and help. He will never dispute or go back on his promises. His
mortal body may have been buried; but his eternal soul is seen
even today and is known to be present to answer all the doubts
and difficulties of His devotees, Baba is for all and He 1s in all
Let we believe that Baba though buried was not dead. *

J. Bhasker Rao
Congress office Road, Vijayawada (A,P.) 520 002
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Bow to Thy Holy Feet our Sainath

BABA said to Megha *‘I carry on as a wirepuller of all the
activities of the men who trusts ME and merges in ME” (Sai
Satcharita, ch: 28 p. 155). Yes, our SAINATH is Antharyami.
HE 1s all pervading, omniscient and omnipresent. BABA said
“My eye 1s ever on those who love ME. Whatever you do,
wherever you may be, bear this in mind that I am always aware
of evervthing you do.”

In this communication I shall narrate some of my recent
experiences, 1 accepted the outcome of all my attempts very
boldly and with a smiling face, because *‘l surrendered myself
with body and soul at HIS lotus feet,”

I quite often, am eriticised and questioned by my close
associates on the gquestion of my absolute surrender and steady
devotion to BABA. This arises especially when 1 attempt to
explain to them that each small event which occurs has something
to do with HIS wishes and desire. Yes, | always examine even
a small matter as BABA’S wish, irrespective of my success or
failure and | feel extremely contented with this act. Let me
first confess that it was BABA who has been constantly encou-
raging me to apply for some academic distinctions and honour
since | was summoned by HIM to Pune to my present assign-
ment. Prior to my coming over to Pune | was never thinking
of going for such academic competitive attainments for which
one has to be in the run always in the national field related to
science and technology. After | working for about a year and
preparing the needed foundation to succeed in an academic race,
Il could see that my papers did not reach concerned person
although sufficient precaution was taken care of and with ade-
Quate margin before the dead line. In order to satisfy myself I
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went to SHIRDI during this Diwali and again I prayed to HIM
with my desire. In a closed envelope my feelings were also
narrated and placed over BABA'S tomb, | was satisfied with
_this ritual. When the deadline for the academic race came very
near | could learn that | was out of the competition since my
papers did not reach the person concerned as informed by the
person to me. My wife informed me of this news from New
Delhi first and it was only a few moments, | came to my cons-
ciousness and replied to her that it was HIS desire and | am
not at all sad about this. Since then a few months have elapsed
and 1 could find out that the person who had denied that the
papers did not reach her was interested in her own candidate
and had not cared for my candidature, BABA bad saved me
because if 1 would bave remained as a candidate | would not
have succeeded since the person is poltically and bureaucrati-
cally very powerful,

In another event in this connection I got defeated and soon
after the result was out. I told my wife that probably BABA
has something in HIS mind since HE only knows when the time
is ripe for accomplishment. Anyhow, I was encouraged by HIM
onlv and it was HE only who took me with HIM for this exercise,

But these two failures have opened one more avenue, BABA
has been again encouraging me to go for ancther larger academic
race and this is having more distinction and honour in Indian
academic circle. | am getting ready because it is HIS desire that
I should try, | am least concerned about the failure since |
fully believe that BABA takes me with HIM to give me an
opportunity to experience and at the same time generates strength
to gain confidence and this is much more valuable to me than
that of these malerialistic distinctions. So let all of us make
attempt to fix our eyes on HIM so that we should never fecl
pleasure or pain, Let our mind get rest at YOUR lotus feet
our SAINATH.
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This materialistic world does not or cannot bring bappiness
to us and bhaving disgusted and frustrated we should not move
around blindly. But why not explore that the eternal peace and
happiness as well as solace with bliss exists only in HIS DARBAR,

M. R, Chakravartti
98/1 Erandawane, Poona 411004

Baba's Blessings (A Clarification!)

[ have bhad the Saipleasure of reading Sai-Brother M.
Gangareddy’s article, ‘‘Baba’s Blessings’® in Soul-stirring *“Sai
Leela” magazine (PP. 38 & 39, December ‘83) with avid interest,

He stated that his wife forgot to honour her vow of
dropping Rs. 5.00 in the *“Sai Samadhi Shrine” hundi and
ever-alert Sai Baba realized it from her by influencing the "mind”
of a Sai-brother, who approached her while leaving the Shrine
and requested her for a change of Rs. 5.00. His request instantly
flashed back to her mind her vow to Sai and she took it as Sai's
reminder and honoured it at once.

But Reddyji wound up his article with a discordant
note thus :-

““To me, the only answer is that it is Baba's call to realize
the debt due to him from His devotee.”

It is to be understood that our Heavenly Father Shirdi Sai
Baba had never cared for “money' and would least bother to
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realize the vowed money from the Sai devotees unless it i
otherwise, Men generally view things from the money lenders’
viewpoint even when it comes to judging saints. [ may be
permitted to quote our Sai Himself on this subject :-

“One Has To Perform His Vows. Else He Has To Bear
The PUNISHMENT.”

It is now clear as day light from Sai’s own advice that He
reminded Sai-sister Smt. Reddyji indirectly of her commitment
only to save her from punishment.

In “Sai Satcharita’, it is stated that a blind old man's
eyesight fvas restored by Sai Baba after demanding from his son
Rs, 4.00 by simply placing his large palm .on his head. When asked,
he had stated that the old man had failed: to honour his vow of
paying Rs, 4.00 to "his family deity in his former birth and in
consequence he suffered from blindness.

“Saints do not distinguish ' between gnlﬂ and .dust_" said
Ramakrishna Paramahansa,

B )

On all counts, 1t is clear that Sai Baba rescues (not extracts
from) His devotees from pitfall as His golden heart beats in
symphony with the suffering hearts of mankind, Those men and
women are Sailucky to have entered into the Sai-orbit of
infinite love,

Swami Ramananda 'Tirth had rightly observed : *Guru then
is a guide, a wayfarer,? *

T. A. Ram Nathen
Flat-3, Block S-14, Gumur Math Housing Estate, Budge
Budge Trunk Road P,O. Sarangabad — 743 319 (West Bengal)
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My Experiences with Shri Sai Baba

In 1969, winter days when my baby was one year old, she
had repeated attacks of bronchites and fever, followed by tonsa.
lites infection. Of course medicines were administered to her but
there had been no permanent relief,

A distant relative of mine, Mr. Manoranjan Mazumdar,
R.T.O. Agent, who is a ‘Sai devotee’, advised me to go to ‘Sai
Baba Darbar’’, In our Town, Baba’s Darber meets at Mr. H.
R. Kichlu’s Bunglow, located at Wright Tewn, Jabalpur. This
place had been near from my residence but | had never gone
there before,

On advice of Mr. Mazumdar, accompanied by my mother.
in-law, wife and baby, 1 went there, ! remember it was Thurs-
day, when I entered the room. I could see that the walls of the
room were decorated with Sai Baba's photographs, hanged on the
wall each of which had a red rose offered to them, The hall
was packed to the capacity. The surroundings were filled with
the fragrance of scented sticks and lobhan. Baba's idol was
covered with the smoke of lobhan,

While sitting, there I could learn that ‘Sai Baba’ is a ‘power’
who knows our inner heart. I decided to keep fast, on every
‘Thursday’, in the name of Baba, This my family still continues.
We take our dinner only after evening prayer of Sai Baba, after
that date,

With blessings of Sai Baba my baby is away from illness,
quite healthy and intelligent, At present she is 14 and is studying
in the VIII standard,

On 19th June 1970, in the early hours, my wife had pre-
natal pains, We had been living at a great distanee from the
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maternity home, There was no conveyance readily available,
Even there was nobody near myv wife. I rushed to the nearest
telephone, and contacted the ‘Taxi Stand'. During this time, all
the way, | had been praying to ‘Baba’ for help,

- My wife, accompanied by a neighbouring lady, reached the
maternity home in the Taxi. I followed the Taxi on a Scooterette,
On the way, I had been praying to ‘Baba’ for help to my wife,
who was in quité serious condition, owing to severe pain.

After 3 minutes of reaching the maternity home, she deli-
vered a male child, Thus ‘Baba’ heard my prayer, and extended
timely help.

This incident occurred in July '71, [ was returning from
my office. On the main road of M. P. Electricity Board, there
are ‘C’ Type Residential Quarters where there is a blind turning
on account of the Quarters constructed in round shape, While
overtaking a bullock cart there a ‘Leyland tractor trolly’ came
on the way speedily from the front, leaving very marginal distance
and my scooter came in between these two. | applied the brake,
but it had failed.

I don’t know how I could be saved at this crucial moment.
When I stopped my scooter, and took a clear breath, I saw that
Baba’s locket fixed in the key ring, installed in the ignition hole
of the scooter, was separated from its original place and was
lying on the foot-board of the scooter, | am very sure that the
locket was tightly fixed in the key ring and how it eame out of
it was a question, ‘Baba’, who saved me, can only reply.

In Augast 1977, I was admitted to M. P. Electricity Board
Hospital for treatment of low blood pressure, I came back after
‘X.Ray’ of ‘KUB region’ at about 1 P. M., from the Medical
College. I saw my wife sitting on the bench at the hospital
entrance. She was quite nervous. I asked her, whether all was well.
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She said, *“Neeta, who had high temperature last night, is
baving urinery trouble. She has not passed urine for the last
24 hours."”

By this time I saw Dr. G, L, Goswami and lady Medical
Officer Mrs, S. B. Jain, coming hastily towards my wife.

Dr. Goswami told us that the baby was not permitting to
insert tube, to outlet the urine accumulation. If this stage con-
tinues, urinery bladder is likely to burst. Mrs. Jain advised us
to take her to the Medical College Hospital in the ambulance.

On way to Medical College when the ambulance, stopped
for fuel at the petrol pump, 1 prayed to ‘Baba’ *“What you are
doing Baba? On the one hand, | am under treatment, feeling too
weak, and this baby... Baba shower mercy on us, ‘kripa karo
Gurudev."'

I keep Baba's ‘Udi' in my purse all the time. 1 dropped
a little of *Udi’ in the mouth of my daughter and also put it on
her forehead, praying to Baba, to save her,

When we reached the Medical College Hospital, the lady
doctor on duty in the emergency room listened to us patiently,
and took my baby to the attached bathroom, The baby was
asked to keep her hands in water in a ‘tub’ and try to pass
urine, She passed the urine without any trouble. Was it not,
that Baba’s ‘Udi’ saved her at that crucial juncture?’” Since then
she has no trouble, and is well with the blessings of Shri Sai Baba,

V. K. Thakur
152, Shakti Nagar, Gupteshwar, Jabalpur (M, P.) 482001



Greetings to Sai Devotees
Sai Leela Meet - 1984

At no other time we need Thee most
SAI, at this time utmost.
Why and where is not the question
We want Thee to answer !!

with filial love and faith we beg Thee
To repeat your miracles.
Why you ask us
We are sinking, while the world is shrinking

A sprinkling of Thy grace may save us
From falling into abysmal depths of
Hatred, flying at each others’ throats,
Firing with bullets through and through

Or the unforeseen tragic fatality
Our own inner weakness points to futility,
At this juncture of world holocaust
We beseech you, Lord of all worlds

To save our skin to pull us out of sin
We beg that you, a fakir, can save
For the rich gods are not approachable
For mankind demands entry pass, fees,
Flowers, fruits, gifts and gadgets,
Your doors are thrown open
We shall run riot to approach you
To save us from the world’s dooms day.

M. Shyam Mohan
176/A, Nehru Ijagqr, SECUNDERABAD 500 026



Drawing Lots - At the Feet of
Shri Sai Baba

In October 1983 issue of Shri Sai Leela Magazine, there is
an article by Shri K. Vasudev of Bangalore in which the author
has narrated how he took Shri Sai Baba’s advice, when faced
with a business problem, by putting chits on the silver feet
(padukas) of Shri Sai Baba at Shirdi. |Initially the author felt
that this was a silly thing to do at the noble feet of Lord Shri
Sai; but in the end he was convinced that there is nothing wrong
in taking this liberty of asking approval of one’s plan of action
from your father Lord Sai.

I quite agree with the author’s later conviction. Actually
during Baba’s life time His devotees used to approach Him for
such advice and found that it was invariably correct and profitable.
For instance in chapter 25 of Shri Saisatcharita, Damu Anna of
Ahmednagar asked Shri Sai Baba through a letter whether to join
a friend in trading in cotton and grains or not. Baba told him
not to take chance and be content with his present earnings,
Damu Anna was unhappy at Baba's advice, but nevertheless he
listened to Baba and sure enough his friend lost the deal and
became a bankrput. Thus Damu Anna was saved from insolvency,

Normally Baba being in the know of further happenings and
keenly interested in the welfare of His devotees, told them on
His own what to do and what not to do, For instance Baba
advised Rao Bahadur S, V. Sathe, who had crossed 50 years of
age already, tc marry second time and assured him that he will
get a son, Shri Sathe re-married and got a daughter first and
also the second time; but Shri dathe had full faith in Baba's
words and accordingly he did get a son third time. The well-
known pleader ol Nasik, Shri S, B, Dhumal asked Baba's per-
mission by a letter to leave Nasik because of the incidence of
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plague in the town, Baba did not give permission and Dhuma]
also :stayed on against the pleadings of his family members
Nothing happened to Dhumal or his family members, Prof. G
G. Narke, an England returned intellectual and son-in-law of
-Shrimant Butty, was jobless at Shirdi for |3-mohths. There were
offers to him from Calcutta and Burma for employment; but
Baba refused permission. In the end there was a vacancy in the
Government Engineering College, at Pune and although Narke
had doubts about his being selected, Baba asked him to apply
and he was promptly selected Ihus listening to Baba, Narke
got a permanent and well-paid job and quite close to his home-
town, Shri R, B. Purandare of Bandra once went to Shirdi and
while leaving asked Baba’s permission to go to Nasik on pilgri-
mage. Baba said ‘yes’ and told him to stay there for two days.
On reaching Nasik, Purandare’s younger brother caught fever,
His mother and other family members got scared and pressed
Purandare to return to Bombay immediately. But Purandare
replied that Baba had ordered him to stay feor two days and he
would not move before that period. Next day his brother’s
fever subsided and they returned to Bombay after two days happily,

It was customary for the devotees during -Baba's lifetime to
seek His permission while leaving Shirdi. In chapter 9 of Shri
Sai Satcharita there are various instances quoted as to how those
who left with Baba’s permission had a safe journey home and
those who did not obey Him were faced with obstructions, delays
and accidents, We have read how Tatya Kote Patil and the
European visitor got into trouble because they did not pay heed
to Baba's advice not to proceed. However, Kaka Mabajani and
his friend who returned to Bombay from Shirdi on Baba's orders
inspite of threatening rains and storm, reached home without any
hindrance. Once Kaka Mahajani wanted to stay on at Shirdi
for a week for Krishna Jayanti but Baba ordered him to return
the very next day. Kaka Mahajani accordingly left Shirdi and
on reaching Bombay learnt that his boss wanted him badly on
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duty and had already sent a letter to Kaka to that effect. Once
Shri R, B, Purandare of Bandra wanted to go to Shirdi, but
Baba appeared in his dream and said, “Why are you coming to
Shirdi? What is there? Don’t come. If you come I'll hit you ™
Purandare did not go and next day he found that the workers
in his company, where he was employed, had gone on sudden
strike and if Furandare had gone to Shiidi, his bosses weuld have
suspecled him to be cooperating with the strikers,

After Bata left His physical body in (A.D.) 1918, His
devotees missed this chance of taking His advice personally both
in temporal and spiritual matters, However on going through
Hemadpant's Shri Saisatcharita (chapter 45) and H H Narsinh-
swami's ‘Life of Shri Sai Baba' (Vol. I1Il) we find that Baba's
prominent devotees like Kakasaheb Dixit, Bhausaheb Dhumal,
Raghuvir Purandare and Sthers had devised an interesting method
of still getting Baba’s advice in matters of diflicult problems
posed to them. They would put two chits (one pcrmitting them
to follow a particular course and the other asking them not to follow
that course) in front of Baba's picture and ask a small child to
pick up ore of the chits —= the contents of which these devotees
considered as EFaba’s advice in the matter. As stated by some
of these devotees personally as late as (A.D,) 19:0 (12 years
after Baba's Samradhi) to H. H. Narsinhswami, the advice given
in the picked up chits, when followed was always found to be
bepeficial and giving protection from mishappenings il any.
H. H. Narasinhswami himself also lollowed this method to consult
Baba in difficult matters. (vide pages 31 and 32 of Sri Narsinha
Swamiji - Apostle of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi by (Swami
Saipadapnanda).

W hen such clear-cut examples are before us, why should
we hesitate to make use of this device to solve our difficult
problems? Sometimes 1 feel that Shri Sai Baba himself must
have prompted Hemadpant to npariate this method followed by
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Kakasaheb Dixit in chapter 45 in detail so that His devotees who
would be groping in dark for want of this advice after His
Samadhi, could make use of this device to find solutions to their
doubts and difficult problems. I myself have followed this
method for the last 7-8 years and found it most infallible.

To get the correct advice from Baba, 1 feel that the follo.
wing conditions must be fuliilled :-

(a) One must surrender completely to Baba with perfect
Shradha (Faith) and Saburi (Patience). Once the advice is obtained
through the chits, one must follow the advice given thoroughly
without hesitation even if it is against our wish and even if
constantly and hardly pressed to act otherwise by friends and
relations. In the initial stages the regults may look harmful; but
one must bhave full faith that the omniscient and all powerful
Baba will always see that we are benefitted and protected ultimately,

(b) Similarly once a decision is obtained, a second consul-
tation on the same issue should not be sought because Shri Sai
Baba does not revise or reverse His decision,

(¢) The advice should not be sought too frequently and on
trivial matters but should be sought on really difficult and genuine
problems. Asking Baba’s advice for securing easy money through
lotteries or races and for ways and means to harm or infuse
others will not fetch a correct answer. Remember Baba never
liked such things. Doubts regarding spiritual matters would
always get a correct and prompt solution. As you know Baba
was always too happy to help such devotees,

(d) It is not necessary to go to Shirdi and draw lots by
dropping chits on Baba’s silver padukas in the Samadhi Mandir.
Actually one should avoid this due to the constant rush at Shirdi
these days and for fear of causing inconvenience to devotees
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lining up for Baba's darshan. Baba's picture at horoe is as good
as Baba Himself and putting chits in front of this picture will be
equally effective. *

Lt. Col. M. B. Nimbalkar (Retd)
1/14, Five Star Apartments, Bund Garden Road, Pune 411 Q0]

B g B

“SEARCHLIGHT IN SEA™

Baba had given word that whenever and wherever darkness
is there, 1 will show the lights to get a road to your ‘“Moksha".

In Andhra Pradesh, like many great saints and sages, Sadguru

Dr, Saikumar, was born on the auspicious Guru Purnima day in
Dundigal village, in Medichal Taluq in Hyderabad District, Due
to many domestic problems and financial hardships, facing the
family, Sadguru had to undergo many difficulties in his childhood
itself. o . 4
The sudden demise_of his uncle, due to the evil effect, of
sorycer, had a great impact on the mind of young Saikumar.
This incident proved a turning point in his life and he at once
set forth to find out ways and means to save the innocent people
from such evil practices. Even at that tender age young Sai-
kumar dared his journey into the thick wild forests and with the
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help of a stranger (None other but BABA) he was able to reach
Malayala region in the Kerala State. But this stranger disapp-
“eared leaving him alone in Malayala. However young Saikumar
came across a great saint there and with the blessings and guidance
of this great saint he performed severe penance and thereby
acquired great power to relieve people suffering from the evil
effects of spirits, etc. Later he took up Medical course and
became a full-fledged doctor.

After that since the last 25 years he is serving the poor,
rich and.all who seek his guidance. He founded “Saikumar
Vyadhi Nivaran Ashram', at Secunderabad near Padmarao Nagar,
with Mangal Murthy of Shri Saibaba, of lifesize. Every second
Sunday of the month from 10 a, m. to 12 noon Adhyathmic
probodharis and bhajans, and above all his discourses on **Baba’s
Leelas’ and preachings of simple practice in thought, word and
deed are carried on at the Ashram. He is inducing spiritual
interest among roany and is thus leading them on the spiritual
path, By the grace of Lord Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Dr. Saikumar
is relieving the physical and mental troubles of many persons for
leading them on the road to his lotus feet for sadgathi and mukthi,

B. Rajeshwer Kumar
12/181, Indira Nagar, Near Ram Theatre,
Lalapet, Secunderabad 500789 (A, P.)



Divine Grace of Shri Sai Baba

By the divine grace of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi I arrived at
Bombay at about 4 P.M. by Air on 2lst February, 1984, from
Hyderabad for appearing for an official interview at Bombay, |
had visited Bombay, earlier in 1960 on a study-tour on behalf
of the Job-cum-orientatior Training Centre for Block Development
(Officers located at Hyderabad and later in August 1982 after
visiting Shirdi and worshipping Shri Saibaba of Shirdi in
Mahasamadhi-Mandir at Shirdi, and later again in October, 1982
on my way to Baroda on some urgent official work (via) Bombay
by Air and reached back Hyderabad to be in time on ‘Vijaya
Dasami’’ ‘*‘Punyathiti day” in October, 1982 to perform *“Shri
Satyaparayana Vratham’” to Shri Saibaba of Shirdi in Shri
Satyanarayana Swamy Temple in Ashck Magar, Hyderabad duly
placing the photo of Shri Saibaba of Shirdi (on the occasion of
Punya Thithi day of Shri Saibaba of Shirdi which will be
performed and observed with all splendour at Shirdi and also
in various places of worship of Shri Saibaba all over the world).

On all the above three occasions when I happened to visit
Bombay, I could not visit Shri Sai Niketan at Bombay and
worship the idol of Shri Saibaba installed there in 1975.

But this time it is purely due to the divine blessings of Shri
Saibaba of Shirdi that I could visit for the first time Shri Sai
Niketan and could worship the idol of Baba between 10-3C A .M.
to 11-30 AM. 1 could perform “Namajapa’” by chanting
“Sai-Sai’’ and received His sacred “Udhi” (Sacred Ash) and His
blessings, 1 felt for a moment as though | was before the
“MAHASAMADHI MANDIR"™ at Shirdi, Later, 1 met, Mr.
Apte the Chief Acconts Officer and the editorial staff members
of Shri Sai Leela Journal and obtained a new copy of *Shri Sai
Sat Charita’’ and a few available copies of “Shri Sai Leecla
Journal” and *‘Sai Dairy 1984”.
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| found that entire staff were working in divine atmosphere
with calm and cool temperament and were quite responsive and
courteous Wwith love. May Our Baba of Shirdi ever bless
Sai - Niketan.

Let us, His sincere devotees practice His twin commands
~Shraddha (i.e., Faith With Devotion) and Saburi (i.e., Patience
With Courage) and become eligible to receive His blessings and
guidance in our every day life and ultimately realise the supreme
goal of eternal freedom and liberation from the circle of life
and death.

May Lord Sainath bless me to revisit again and again ‘Shri
Sai Niketan’ as I have been a contributor to Shri Sai Leela
journal besides His devotee since my boy-hood,

May Lord Sai path bless us all to make our sweet homes
as **Shri Sai Niketans’® and May He bless us all to ever carry
Him in our hearts (i.e., enthroned in the inner core of our hearts).

I take this wonderful opportunity to congratulate Dr, S.D.
Parchure as well as Shri Chendwanker executive editors of Shri
Sai Leela Journal in English and Marathi respectively for their
exemplary, erudite, elegant editorials with devotion to Baba
of Shirdi,

I was told by Mr. Apte that this very impressive idol of
Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi, with its divine radiance, was carved by
the son of Late Shri Talim whe carved out the imposing
majestic Divine idol of Shri Sai Baba installed behind the
*“Mahasamadhi’” of Baba in His Mahasamadhi Mandir at
Shirdi in 1957.

““Let us all bow to Shri Sai. Let peace be to all !”’ w

M. Narasimha Rao
H. No. 1-1-336 /104 Shri Sai Krupa, Viveknagar,
Chikadpally, Hyderabad 500 020



Visions And Dreams

Some time back I happened to see in "Sai Leela® magazine
(English) about favours received from Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi
and along with it the writer has remarked that "Visions and
Dreams' can be had to exceptional few only,

Then | remembered the Vision | had of ""Shri Sai Baba
of Shirdi".

In the "Sai Leela Magazine" of April 1983 the Editor has
written that *‘it is dedicated to the spiritual uplift and that is
done by publishing articles relating to sages past and present etc,
This induced me to write this article.

[ would like to share exhilarating experiences of my Vision
and dreams and its materialization with the readers and hence
this article.

By the end of 1984 1 joined the Seva Samathi of Erpakulam
and regularly attended the Bhajans on Thursdays and Sundays.

After some years, Shri Govinda Bharatan started a Samathi
near Kacherippadi, Ernakulam and kept a small library
consisting of books on Sai Baba’s of Shirdi. He was also getting
Sai Leela Magazine in English. After some months he
discontinued getting the magazines when | became a subscriber
Shri Govinda Bharatan presented me a photo of Sai Baba of
Shirdi and I got it framed and kept it in the Puja room.

I was staying at Ernakulam for the past 40 years. On
15-10-*75 after my bath in the morning | entered the Puja room,
stood in front of the pictures and was meditating. Suddenly I
had a vision of Bhagavan Sai Baba of Shirdi standing in front
of a house at the end of a small road having small terraced
houses on both sides, Bhagavan was wearing a Kafni very bright
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and dazzling in the bright Sun, upto his knee. His legs were
black. In the brightness the image melted and a bright light
slowly merged in the picture of Bhagavan Shirdi Sai Baba in the
Puja room and the Vision closed and all this happened in a
few seconds. *

M. Menon
Kripa, Vadakkanthara-P O. Palghat - |12 Kerala

Sai Baba accepted our Gayatri Yagna

In Jamnagar, there is a fine Sai Temple in Gandhinagar
area. The inaugural rituals and ceremonies were performed by
Late Swami Sai Sharananand Maharaj of Ahmedabad on Ram
Navami day of 1958, The idol is so life-like and living that
many devotees have experienced that Baba spoke and smiled
with them. Many spiritual activities are done under divine
guidance of Baba ie, Rudra-dhyan, chandi path etc. On one
occasion, I had proposed to perform a Gayatri Yagna on one
Sunday. On Saturday night (previous day) | had gone to invite
my doctor friend, This doctor friend intormed me that his son,
who 1s a Sai devotez, had gone to Bombay and he is expected
to return on Sunday (very next day), Exactly when the ceremony
of Yagna started my doctor friend arrived and informed us that
his son had arrived that day from Shirdi and handed over "Udi"
and prasad from Shirdi. The chief prist of the yagna, was
pleased with Baba’s leela of arranging to send Udi'' at the hour
when the Yagna started. The receipt of Udi and prasad at the
exact juncture of starting Yagna is Baba's leela, *

Navinchandra D. Pandya
X/5 3, Godrej Quarters, (Creek Side) Vikroli - Bombay-400 079



JAPNAAM

In our religious holy books certain manners have been
introduced for devotion and can be achieved by following them
rigidly. The main intention to introduce fhese systems was
preferablv for the persons who used to do meditation, sandhya,
yoga, tap, tantra sadhna and Kirtans, In that time devotion was
in it’s full existance and therefore, it was possible to do them. Now
a days there is a mass change in people, atmosphere and living
standard. There is therefore seldom attraction towards religion
and devotion. At present our life is fast running having enough
responsibilities, One cannot spare himself for meditation, asans,
pranayam, yog, tap etc. In these circumstances a short way to
worship is ‘‘Japnaam”, There are no specific instructions any-
where to do Japnaam at a particular time, manner and place.
Thus *‘‘Japnaam” can be done anywhere and at any time.

+ Besides, other works can also be carried over. Japnaam is only

possible if there is devotion, It is stressed upon in the books to
have full faith and surrender first and then to have devotion A
devotee shirks his responsibility on the Almighty. If we fully
surrender to Sai Baba, then there remains no doubt that He
takes our all responsibilities upon Him. The only thing is that
we must always remember and keep ourself bowed before Him,

Such an incident took place with me and now when |
recollect it | feel that our life was saved by Lord Sa: Baba as
He saved a child from burning fire and put his own hand ia the
Dhooni at Dwarkamai,

On 2nd July, 1981, after summer vacations were over, |,
with my family, was returning by bus from Jaipur. The Bus
left Jaipur at it's scheduled time at 500 A M. and was driven
speedily. In the way Japnaam *Shri Sai Ram Shri Sai Shyam"
was being chanted by me continuously. At about 7,00 A M. the
bus was passing through a village where a man riding a cycle
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came from another side and tried to cross the road. Since the
bus was running in speed, it was rather difficult to control it at
the very same time and hence the bus driver took turn to the
left side where an electric pole was installed near a big well,
having no wall above the ground, at a distance of about fifteen
feet. Since the bus was in speed and moved to the left side the
balance was lost and it then dashed directly on the electric pole
and stopped. Had it not been stopped by the electric pole it
was sure that it would have fallen in the well, and none of us
could have been saved. Surely, Lord Sai saved our life when we
were in danger.

If we remember our beloved Sai, He removes our danger
and turns the grief into pleasure. His ‘Japnaam’ is so powerful
as is evident from the above instance that one can remain safe
from troubles coming ahead in life, Sai Baba thus takes all
responsibility of his devotees upon Him provided we fully
surrender to Him. e

K. L Sharma
R/18, L.I.G, Colony, Indore (M. P.))

Get Attached to God's Feet

“Those who are attached to the feet of God are free from
lust, arrogance and anger; they behold the world as full of their
beloved Lord”, Shall we try to become one of them for our
good and the world's good ? *

Saipadanand Late
Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji

W W



Dear Dr. Parchuresaheb &
Shri Chendwankarsaheb,

I am writing this common letter to you as you are like
twins in the cause of devotion to Lord Sai Baba. | am writing
this letter in order to express our deep sense of gratitude and
appreciation for the nice manner in which you conducted the
conference at Shirdi. The whole atmosphere was really cordial
and brotherly and we were really happy to meet several new Sai
brothers and sisters. Sweet memories of the visit haunt us
even now and it will be so for ever. Your Shri Subhash was
also like a live wire behind the curtain. Words fail me to give
full vent to our feelings. We look forward at meeting in such
atmosphere often,

Seeking Lord's blessings. *
Yours Sincerely,

C. M. Chandawarkar
C/o Shri Avad Pathological Laboratory, Bagalkot Karnatak

(We are happy to note that, like so many other delegates,
you also were much impressed by the tenth annual gathering,
held at Shirdi at the end of January 1984, It is specially
noteworthy that you carried sweet memories of the gathering
and are longing to meet again at Shirdi in such cordial atmosphere,
which vouchsafes the complete success of the gathering.

- Editor)

o



The Magnanimous Sai Baba

Sai's grace is infallible and unfathomable, [ shall narrzte
a few of my own experiences to illustrate this point,

In July, 1982, I happened to visit Pune on some official
work along with a colleague of mine, While we were half way
through our work, there was an interruption, since Thursday
was a holiday for most of the factories in the industrial belt
including the place of our visit. So, we decided to pay a visit
to Shirdi to have darshan of Sai Baba. This opportunity was
quite unexpected and I was simply thrilled at the prospect of
visiting the holy place for the first time,

We packed a few essential things in a brief case and took
a night bus from Pupe on Wednesday. We reached Shirdi at
about 3.30 am. on Thursday and straightway made a dash to
Sai Sansthan where huge crowds of devotees were already getting
ready for the worship of Sai Baba,

After the ablutions, we went to Sai Mandir just before
5.00 a.m¢ holding some flowers in our hands which we purchased
on the way. Sai Baba gave me the privilege of standing very
close to His majestic statue during the Kakad Aarti and enjoying
the ecstacy of the divine atmosphere which prevailed during the
bhajan. It was such a rapturous experience that we decided to
stay back for the after-noon bhajan also., This time we appeared
before Sai with a garland of flowers and offerings of coconut
and sweets.

The second darshan of Sai made me feel as if I met a
bosom friend or a close relative with whom I could frankly
discuss my personal problems, I took liberty to ask Sai Baba to
grant me a wish namely an opportunity to go abroad to brighten
my prospects, It might be an innocent longing or it could be a
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foolish wish arising out of ignorance, but Sai Baba has fulfilled
the same with such promptitude that I shall ever remain
grateful to Him.

In March, 1983, the company where | am employed as an
Engineer, decided to send me to West Germany in connection
with purchase of a certain machinery., I set off on a three-week
trip to Europe and by the grace of Lord Sainath everything went
on well. He came to my rescue at my every beck and call and
protected me throughout my sojourn there.

Thus, within one year of my visit to Shirdi, my long-
-cherished desire has been fulfilled. A miracle was performed in
a way exemplified by Sai Baba, the magnanimous. *

M. Venkateswara Rao
H-43, Central Avenue, Korattur, Madras-600 080

Baba - A Successful Physician

[t is said that whosoever puts his feet on the soil of Shirdi
his sufferings would come to an end, This universal fact was
experienced very recently by us,

Dear readers, my wife had been suffering from throat trouble
for the last many years. It started as an ordinary ‘cough & cold’
problem; but it went on increasing day by day inspite of usual
medical treatment. During my service as a pay & Accounts
Officer in the Central Excise, Indore, I consulted many physicians
of repute but there was bardly any improvement. At time she
felt very miserable when she could not even eat or drink properly.
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Apart from the treatment from various doctors, she had to take
many precautionary steps like avoiding quite a large number of
food items.

Recently, when we had the invitation to attend the Annual
Gathering of Writers at Shirdi, we were in a fix whether to go
or not due to her ailment. It, however, oppears that Baba issued
latent instructions to my wife, who suddenly insisted that we
must attend despite her problem. Immediately after we reached
the pious city of Shirdi, both of us presented ourselves before the
lotus feet of Sai Baba and submitted our preyer to Him to rid
her of her long suffering.

Dear readers, you will be glad to know that before leaving
Shirdi after the ‘Summelcn,’ surprisingly, my wife felt that she
had no throat trouble at all, Lest it should be only a temporary
relief, we did not mention it to anybody then and there. With
the passage of so many days now, we are able to openly tell
that she has completely recovered from her long outstanding
throat trouble. Not only that, she has since given up the various
precautionary steps and is able to take anything she normally
likes to take,

The miraculous recovery is simply on account of Baba's
super-human powers as a successful physician, 4

J. R. Laroiya
S~19-A/475, Noida, Distt Ghaziabad (U. P.)=201 301



Report Of the Tenth Annual Gathering
at Shirdi
(Continued from April 1984 issue)

The Court Receiver, Shri Kakresaheb, felicitating the
President of the gathering, Shri Laxman Sadashiv alias Bala-
saheb Naik,

SUNDAY (29-1-84) Second Session,

Shri Anil Rasal said, “Do not imprison Shri Sai Baba in
language, Do not bring Him in the controversy of languages.
Baba was not confined tv any one language. He spoke many
languages. Shri Sai Baba is within you and I and also in
everybody. Therefore let there not be any difference on the
problem of language. as per the advice of Shri Sai Baba, We
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should bury all our differences and unite together for spreading
Sai’s teachings, which work is being done very efficiently by the
Sai Leela magazine”,

Shri T, Kesav Rao, *In the old issues of Shri Sai Leela
many good articles have been published. They are required to
be preserved for the future generation. They will vanish with
the magazine. It is therefore necessary to select good articles
out of the old issues and publish them in a book from so that
they will be read by future generation, Universal love 1s preached
by thc Sai Leela magazine. Shri Narsimha Swamiji, who spread
Sa) devotion in the south always said that the advice of Shrl Sai
Baba is nothing but universal love. Editorials of Shri Sai Leela
have lasting importance and | feel that they should be printed in
a separate book for the benefit of the devotees.”

Shri Prakash Karpe, *We people from the young generation
have no knowledge of articles in the old issues of Shri Sai Leela.
Hence [ request that in the current issues of Shri Sai Leela,
extracts from the past issues may be reproduced so that the
ghmpses of the past will come before us. Contributors, who have
Marathi as their mother tongue, should also write articles in
Hindi so that they will also get a chance for being known as
contributors to Shri Sai Leela magazine’'.

Shri Bapusaheb Nirkhe, *‘It s the request of all Hindi
speaking people that there should be a special Hindi i1ssue of Shri
Sal Leela Magazine and [ feel that their demand is justified.
Even today I can give you four hundred subscribers for the
special Hindi issue. As is done in other magazines we should
also give extracts from old issues of Shri Sai Leela",

Radhakrishna Gupta, *“People who know Hindi and who
can write in Hindi should flood the office of Shri Sai Leela
magazine with their articles so that in order to give place to
those articles it will be necessary to publish a separate Hindi
issue of Shri Sai Leela magazine'"
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Shri Gokul Gopal, "Sai Baba is an Avtar. He grants the
wishes of all his devotees. He has fulfilled all my desires also.
Sai Leela magazins is spreading Sai devotion and | feel that it
should continue to do the same in future in full swing.”

Dr+ (Mrs) Sumati Khanwilkar, *‘Some delegates say that we
have gathered here to consider the ways and means for the uphft
of Shri Sai Leela magazine; but | say that who are we to uplift
the magazine ? Sai Leela magazine has lifted us up and it will
continue to lift us up further in future. Sai Leela magazine is a
pinnacle and this gathering is the base of that pinnacle. Hence
we should continue to hold this gathering in order to continue
the Sai Leela magazine, This gathering is being held for the last
ten years and therefore it has become a permanent f[eature of
the programmes of the Shirdi Sansthan®.

K. Navin Chander, "In this gathering the Shirdi Sansthan 1is
affording an opportunity to meet persons who have seen Shri Sai
Baba during His life-time. ] am thankful to the management of
the Shirdi Sansthan to bhave made this possible every year, We
get here a uniqne opportunity to exchange ideas through personal
contact.

We are lucky to have Shri Balasaheb Naik as president of
the gathering this year, who has seen Lord Sainath during His
life-time and who can speak of those occasions. Shri Sai Sansthan
is doing a yoeman service in invi