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After coming to Shirdi Shri Sai Baba wanted a
place to stay in. There was a dilapidated Masjid in
Shirdi which Shri Sai Baba chose as his abode. He
named the Masjid as Dwarkamai and lighted His
Ohuni there, He was often seen sitting in the
abhove pose in Dwarkamai
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GURUPOURNIMA UTSAY will be celebrated at
Shirdi between Monday, the 5th July 1882 and
Wednesday, the 7th Ju'y 1982. AIl are cordially invited

to participate.
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TEMPTATION

The story of Adam .and Eve.is known. all over the world.
God gave every freedom to Adam dnd Eve; but He told them
not to eat the fruit of a particular tree. .  However Eve persuaded
Adam to eat the fruit of the forbidden trec. and Adam was
tempted to go against the orders of God, The Christian religion
believes that this temptation is' thé 'foot cause of all human
woes and sorrows. Whole mankind would not have suffered in
the way in which it is suffering at present if [Adam would have
avoided the temptation of eating the fruit of the forbidden 'tree.

The above belief of the Christian religion is not incorrect.
Temptation has been called as an enemy of the human race by
the Indian sages also, though it has been placed fourth in the
rank, the first three being 7, M9 and ~ &y which have been

dealt with at length in these editorials before. Temptation
( #itg ) bas got very [close relation with greed (@ ). When a
greedy person wishes to obtain anything, then he does not
worry about the means which he uses for obtaining that thing.
For example a person who wants to acquire wealth goes to
any length, Some wealthy people are stabbed for their wealth.
There are cases where people have poisoned others for getting
their ,wealth. Many heirs of wealthy ladies have deprived them
of their estate by preparing fraudulent documents and obtaining
the signatures of the wealthy ladies on those documents under
coercion, Scme cases have come to light where some doctors
bave killed their wealthy relatives for obtaining their wealth by
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giving them poisonous injections and ultimately certifying that
the patient died due to some other cause.

Kacing and drinking are two other vices which cause great
damage to a person. Racing is advertised to be a ‘royal sport’.
But there are very few persons who go to races for sport. The
temptation to become rich all of a sudden is behind racing.
Those people, who go to races, know it very clearly that when
thousands of people back one horse, only- one person becomes
rich all of a sudden; but knowing these facts fully well the
race goers overlook them and fall a prey to the temptation of
becoming rich overnight. Liquor is another temptation to
human beings. Time and again medical meén are warning the
public about the damage that is caused to health by drinking
liquor; but confirmed drunkards are tempting: others to drink
and new people are falling a prey to the temptation of either
forgetting their worries temporarily by taking a high dose of
liquor which benumbs their nerves or of going mentally into
another world where there are no limitations on thought and
ultimately they themselves becoming confirmed drunkards or
adicts.

Sexual impulse (#%15) also tempts a person to d o things
which bhe should not have done and therefore which ultimately
lead him to disaster. Our epics and Puranas as well as the epics
“of other countries also abound in stories in which ladies have
become an object of temptation to men, who have ultimately
been ruined because of that temptation for the woman. The
story of Ravana, as told in Ramayana, clearly shows that a
learned scholar like Ravana, who had pleased God Shankar with
his penance, would not have met with his fate at the hands of
Rama if he had not abducted Secta the lawfully wedded wife
of Shree Rama, Indra was using the beautiful damsels ol his
court, who were popularly known as Apsaras, for seducing the
Rishis, who were observing panance and were conscquently
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likely to be more powerful than he. The story of sage
Vishvamitra will be remembered at once in this context
Menaka was the apsara, who was deputed by Indra on this
mission and as per the story told in the Puranas, she was quite
successful in breaking the penance of that great sage. After
being tempted by Menaka, however, sage Vishwamitra repented
for having fallen a prey to the God -of love (xgs ); but by the

time, repentance dawned on him he had already lost all the
merit of his penance.

Indra made use of a lady just to seduce a Rishi, but Lord
Vishnu took advantage of this sexual impulse for destroying
certain demons and freeing the people of the world from
oppression. The following two examples would be noteworthy
in this respect. Once there were two demons named Sunda and
Upasunda, These two brothers had performed penance and
acquired extraordinary power, with which they wused to
disregard the Gods and started oppressing the people in the
world. Ultimately when the Gods and the people approached
Shri Vishnu to relieve them from this trouble, Shri Vishou
thought of taking advantage of the sexual impulse of men, which
when not curbed leads to destruction, Shri Vishou therefore
appeared before these two demons in the form of a beautiful
young damsel. Temptation to marry that beautiful girl was
generated in the minds of both the demons and they started
quarreling for the hand of that girl. In the end they both
fought and killed each other. Thus the temptation for the hand
of the young damsel resulted in utter ruin of the demons Sund
and Upsund.

Another example of this type, which is quoted often is that
of the demon Bhasmasur, This demon prayed to Lord Shankar
and he got a boon by which he got such power that whenever
he would place his hand on the head of a person that person would
be reduced to ashes (wem ). With this boon, the demon started
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creating atrocities and his oppression was so much that the
whole world did not know what to do. Ultimately when the
Gods and the human beings approached Lord Vishnu for relief,
Hersaid that He;would do away with their danger. Shri Vishnu
therefore appeared before Bhasmasur in the form of a beautiful
young lady whose name was Mohini ( the tempting one). This
demon too simply fell in love with Monini and started entreating
her to give him her company. Mohini then started dancing and
requested Bhasmasur to immitate her. Bhasmasur however was
carried away so much by the beauty of Mohini that he never
knew what he was doing. While dancing, Mohini took different
poses and at one stage she kept her hand on her head. Bhasmasur
however did not know what he was doing and in the process
of imitating Mohini, he unknowingly placed his hand on his
own head, The boon of God came true and Bhasmasur was
reduced to ashes! Thus in this case also the temptation of a
woman proved to be disastrous.

The power of a woman to tempt a male person appears to
have been used by the Gods in one case very cunningly for a good
end, Another demon Tarakasur by name, once started torturing
people and the Gods to whom the complaint was made, were
also non-plussed. However it was declared by an oracle that the
son of Shiva and Parwati would be able to defeat and kill the
demon; but it was a very difficult affair to bring them together
as Lord Shanker was sitting in the Himalayas in meditation and
it therefore appeared that He would never come out of it. The
Gods however requested Parwati to lure Lord Shanker and give
birth to a child, who would kill Tarakasur. Goddess Parwati
therefore appeared before Lord Shankar in the disguise off a
huntress and distracted Lord Shankar from his meditation. The
temptation for union with a woman aroused-in Lord Shankar
and Parvati gave birth to Shadanan who killed Tarakasur! Hence
we find that temptation was used in this case as a trick for a
good cause,
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The servants working in the public sector like Government,
Municipal corporations, Panchyats etc. have some sort of power,
The public at large need so many permits, no objection certiftcates
and various other types of concessions from these public servants.
As 1s well-known all our public sector is tied down with a red
tape and there are delays at every stage. In order therefore to
get their work done within a short period and many times
against the rules, the public is offering illegal gratification to
the public servants. In popular language this is known as
"greasing the palm'. A public servant who is shrewd enough is
able to manage the public by accepting something from them
for doing their work. If questioned in private he says boldly
that if he does the work of somebody;what does it matter if he
accepts that as a remuneration for that work; but while arguing
in this way the public servant forgets that he is already being
given_a pay for doing his legitimate work, The temptation for
accepting some illegal gratification therefore looms large in the
public sector and unless a public servant avoids the temptation
of getting additional money by his  cleverness, he is likely to
come into trouble. People, who are handling cash, are also
often tempted to commit frauds by manipulating the accunts,
These people have extra faith in their cleverness and they :feel
that their fraud would never be detected; but the temptation of
grabbing the money some day or the other leads them to disaster.
These people are no doubt clever; but theyi never realise that
there are some persons cleverer than they,

It will thus be seen that there are various temptations in
human life. In fact we are faced with temptation at every step.
If we have tc avoid these temptations.we have to develop a high
sence of duty and high morality. Ifa person is at a high moral
level he will be able to overcome all temptations in life and he
will be able to lead a smooth and a bappy life. As per teachings
of Shri Sai Baba our ultimate aim in ilfe should not be mun-
dane progress and happiness, If we have devotion and faith io
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Shri Sai Baba we automatically get all worldly pleasures; but to
have 'shraddha' in Shri Sai Baba we must be able to have
concentration of mind which we can get only if we learn to
avoid temptations by getting control over our mind, In
order therefore to achieve progress on the spiritual path we
should have firm faith (Shraddha ) on Shri Sai Baba, which
will help us much in avoiding the all pervading temptations of
our daily life and we will be jable to concentrate our mind on
Shri Sai Baba. *

To

Dr, S. D. Parchure, M. A., Ph. D,

Executive Editor, Shri Sai Leela Magazine (English)
Bombay

Dear Sir,

I have made a mission to polularise this magazine to as many
devotees as possible as my humble efforts allow me to do. | have
also started to subscribe the annual subscription for some of the
devotees as a first step to inculcate the habit in reading this bea-
utiful magazine, | wish others also to follow such a thing with
a missionary zeal. Shortly I would be sending decently worded
pamphlets for popularisation of the journal for distribution
among Sai devotees at Shirdi counters.

In the meanwhile several dovotees have come to me giving
some stunning revelations of Sai experiances. | promised them
all that I will record their experiances and: regularly submit
them to the Sai Lecla Magazine.

With my deep regards,
Yours truely,
K. Navin Chander
251/2RT. Vijayanagar, Colony. Hyderabad-500 457, A.P.



Homage

Professor D D, Parchure, forme:
executive editor of this magazine succumbed
to sudden heart attack on 1-6-73 at the
age of sixty, Though he was working as
a professor of Mathematics in Siddharth
College, Bombay and though his profound
knowledge of that subject and his
proficiency in teaching that subject was
applauded both by his colleagues and
stndents, still in addition to his "study of
Mathematics he took great interesi io
philosophical and spiritual literature, and
preached devotion to Shri Sai Baba through
his keertans and pravachans. In fact on
the night previous to his death (i. e. on
31-5-73) he delivered a pravachan at
Worli and he was quite hail and hearty at that time.

When he got acquainted with Shri Sai Baba's biography and
philosophy, he was attracted by them so much that he solel
dedicated his life for preaching Sai devotion. Having 3
literary bent of mind, he was requested by the then Cour!
Receiver Shri K. S. Pathak to take over the work of editing
Shri Sai Leela magazine When he took over that work be¢
put his whole and soul in it. When he noticed that Shri Su
Leela was having articles published in three languages, (viz
Marathi, Hindi and English) he thought of the inconvenienct
caused to readers, who did not know a particular language
He therefore proposed to separate the issues language—wis
The Court Receiver, who liked the idea, requested Professo!
Parchure to go shead with his proposal. Accordingly the two
issues were separated from 1-4-73, onc containing oal
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Marathi articles, and the otber containing English and Hindi
articles. As the magazine was known very little to the Sai
devotees at that time, only 800 copies of the Marathi edition
and 400 copies of the English edition were being printed from
1-4-73 onwards. The pages in each issue also used to be only
48. They were subsequently increased to 64 from 1-4-80,

By the grace of Shri Sai Baba, Sai devotion is spreading
far and wide and with that the circulstion of Shri Sai Leela
m agazine is also goirg up by leaps and bounds. At present we
are printing 4000 copies of the Marathi issue and over 2000 copics
of the English version, Professor Parchure could unfortunately
publish only three issues of this magazine in the revised form
(viz. April, May and June 1973). He would bave been very glad
to find that Shri Sai Lecla has covered so much ground during
all these years.

In view of all the troubles taken by Professor -Parchure to
improve the get-up and standard of this magazine, we pay our
homage to him on his 9th death anniversary coming on 1-6-1982,

- Editor




Shri Sai Baba's Grace To One And All

During May 1980, I along with my wife and two daughters,
studying in school, had been to-Erachakulam which is 3 1/2 miles
from Nagercoil and 9 miles from Kanya-kumari and which is my
sscond daughter’'s mother-in~law’s place. We spent the May
vacation well there visiting the nearby holy places viz,
Kanyakumari, Triuchendur etc, along with my wife, daughters’
son-in-law and grand daughter.

[o front of ,my son-in-law’s house, there is a ‘‘Perumal
Koil” viz, Vishnu temple, where I used to attend pooja and arati
every morning at 6,00 A. M. and 7.00 P.-M. in the evening
along with other devotees, The temple used to be closed at 8.00
P. M. on ordinary days after distributing ‘“*Prasadam’™ to those
present at that time. Some poor people used to come and sleep
outside the temple in the spacious covered varandah during nights,
One amongst them was a poor farmer, by name Mahadevan Pillai,
who used to entertain _others by his jokes upto 11.00 P.M. He was
not well educated but gifted by God to please one and all by his
wits and jokes, Being summer, I used to sleep in the verandah
of my son-in-law's house, which is very close to the temple
verandah; and [ could enjoy his fun for some time till I got
sleep. But from one Monday onwards (I do not remember
the exact date) \uPto Friday morning, Mahadevan Pillai did not
turn up for the pooja and arathi, both in the morning and
evening and also in the nights for sleeping after meals. [ felt
his absence very much for the past four or five days as* he had
great regard for me and he used to take my leave before going
to his house after attending the arathi in the temple. On Thursday
night of that week I met his, son by name Aachi Pillai and 1
enquired with him about his father’s whereabouts. He was in
tears and said, ‘“For the past four days my father, myself, my
brother-in-law are all roaming about without food and sleep all
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over the places, nearly 50 miles north, south, east and west in all
directions from our village in search of our one pair of
buffaloes which are missing from Monday evening. '™ He further
said, ‘‘there was no hope of getting them back, if they were
already taken to Kerala border (40 Miles from this place) and
sold to butchers there, My father has taken a loan of about Rs.
2,000/~ last year from the co-operative bank on instalment
basis and has purchased them. We are entirely depending on
them for our daily livelihood."

I was very much moved and [told him that there is one
Shirdi Sai Baba who always helps 1o such crisis and advised
him to pray to Him from the bottom of his heart to get back
their lost Baffaloes. During that night, with tears in my eyes.
I stood before Baba's phojo, kept in my daughter’s Pooja room
and pleaded with Him as follows, 'Baba, he is a poor farmer and
also a sincere devotee of Lord Vishnu, who is not different from
You. Kindly save him now by helping him to get back his lost
animals'”. My prayers were answered by Bbagawan Shri Sai as
I had a dream at 4,00 A. M. on Friday morning in which | saw
clearly a pair of buffaloes ecating green grass in a field near
Thazhukkudi, a village which is 2miles south of Erachakulam, At
6.00 A. M.-in the morning 1 sent for Mahadevan Pillai, On seeing
me, he began to .cry, | immediately consoled him and said,
**This Vishnu whom you worship and Baba are one and the same.”’
I also told him about .the dream and directed him to proceed
immediately to a field near Thazhakkudi as pointed out by Baba
and take over charge of his buffaloes, His son, who came along
with his father, said, ‘'we have alrecady searched many a time all
the fields near Thazbakkudi.” I told them that if they want their
buffaloes, they should immediately go to Tharhakkudi and have
them. Mabadevan Pillai told his son not to argue and went away
believing in my words. In the afternoon at 3.00 P jM. both the
father and the son came in a joyful mood and informed me that
they located their+buffaloes in the same place which was pointed
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oul by Baba in my dream. | immediately remembered Shri Chand
Patil of Dhoop village and his story in Sai Satcharita in which
Baba helped him to get his lost mare.

To conclude this article, 1 pray to Shri Sai Baba, the
indweller of all beings and saviour of the whole universe, to
give more and more strength to all his devotees to serve Him
and the world at large. T

R. Radhakrishnan.
938/B, Vidyaranyanagar Railway Quarters, Gadag Road
Hubli 580020

Shn Baba Repeats Leela from Shri Sai Satcharita

Shri Baba is Ommnipresent and is still repeating His Leelas
as illustrated in Shri Sai Satcharita so as to confirm the faith
of His devotees in Him, His recent Leela will prove this.

On Tuesday, the 9th March, 1982, the Holiday, in the
early morning, I had most beautiful dream in which Shri Baba's
colourful picture appeared with a dazzling aura around Him.
Gradually, behind the picture the form of Shri Dattatraya clearly
appeared and around it also appeared an aura of light,
spreading in all directions.

After usual morning routine, [ came to office for overtime
work and at about 10.40 a. m. 1 left the office to attend to
personal work at Dadar. Soon after 1 returned to office, |
learnt that a friend of mine Shri H. V. Talreja, had come to see
me during my absence and left for me a calendar consisting of
six colour photos of Shri Baba with His right band in the
posture of blessing. The sudden arrival of calendar of Shri
Baba confirmed His early vision to me in the morning.

After office hours, as | came bhome I was in for a more
pleasant surprise as | received a letter from Dr. Gajananrao
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Dabholkar, son of late Shri Dabholkar, ahas Hemadpant, who
wrole that masterpicce on Shri Baba Shri Sai Satcharita in
Marathi. Dr_ Dabholkar bad replied to my earlier letter wherein
| bad requested him to send a little udi which Shri Baba had
personally given to him. Dr. Dabbolkar had sent the most
precious udi with instructions pot to distribute it to anyone
else. The receipt of udi on Holiday, also confirmed His arrival
at my place as indicated in the dream. So the entire sequence
of events as stated in chapter forty of Shri Sai Satcharita,
where Shri Hemadpant has stated in detail Shri Baba's appearance
in His drcam io the morning to say that He would come for
lunch on Holiday and the sudden arrival of picture of Shri
Baba before Hemadpant was just starting to take food, was

repeated,

Thus Shri Baba's assurance to His devotees in chapter
twentyfive that, "Believe Me though | pass away my bones in My
tomb will give you hope and confidence. Not only Myself but My
tomb would be speaking, moving and communicating with those
who would surrender themselves wholcheartedly to Me. Do not
be anxious that | would be absent from you. You will hear
My bones speaking and discussing your welfare. But remember
.Me always, belicve in Me heart and Soul and then- you will be
most benefited.' came true.

Readers, who can now say, that Shri Baba is still ‘not
with us and that He is not guiding us in the light of the above
Leela ? *

Anil Keshavrao Rasal
21/382, B,P.T Staff Quarters, Reynolds Road, Wadala (E),
Bombay - 400 037.

@



BHAKTI

We caress our children; we fondle them and hug them in
order to show our love and affection for them, They relish it
This filial love is reciprocated by the child. It runs to its
parents at sight, clings to them and returns its affection by
imprinting sweet kisses on the cheeks of the parents,

Animals and birds too love their young ones. The cow
bellows if the calf is out of sightt When the mother bird, who
had flown out in search of food for the young ones gets

delayed, the latter make chirping noise till the mother bird
comes and feeds them,

God also reciprocates love. We devotees adore Him with
archana, reciting thousand names attributing to His Kalyana
Gunas, We shower our love and affection on Him which is
called Bhakti. Meerabai was so devoted to Lord Krishna, that
she by her melodious and exquisite Bhajans, merged herself in
Him. Gora Kumbhar, the potter, when he started his
namasankeertan, while working, went into trance forgetting
himself. His child who had crawled to the workspot got mixed
with the damp clay under his feet and was crushed to death
while he was dancing in ecstacy with closed eyes uttering the

name of the Lord Panduranga, who, pleased with his Bhakti,
brought back the child to life,

The Gitacharya says that ths devotees are of four types.
Some pray to get relieved of their sorrows and sickness while
some pray for wealth, A third type of devotees seek Him to
attain Gnana and the Gnanis, who crave not for the material
benefits, surrender themselves at the Lord’s Feet, The Lord

likes all these devotees and grants their prayers according to
their merits.

The Lord says "I consider him the best devotee, who
endowed with supreme faith and ever united through meditation
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with Me worships Me with single minded devotion, surrendering
all activities completely devoid of ego. | speedily rescue him
from the ocean of birth and death.”

By Bhakti, one can get rid of his sins and-by His grace
-attain Gnana and get released from the samsara bandham.
Pralhad says .that the bhakti marga is of nine ways, They are
1. Sravapam 2. Keerthanam 3. Smaranam 4, Padhasevanam
5. Archanam 6. V andhavam 7. Dhasyam 8. Sakhyam and
9. Athma Nivedhanam,

We should desist from being swayed by pleasures and
pains which accelerates the turbulent mind. Grief grows from
desires & attachment, Happiness cannot be attained from satisfying
the materialistic desires, Happiness lies in contentment, which
leads to the peace of mind. Peace of mind begets concentration
which is the basis of meditation, Through meditation, mind
gets merged with Sai and gives the greatest happiness. (Sat-
Chit-Ananda.)

What is important is bhakti and not how we do it, If
with 1cal bhakti we lie down and pray, Sai sits up and listens.
If we sit_and pray, He stands up and listens. If we stand up
and pray Sainath dances and listens,

Though Adi Sankara preached gnana marga in the initial
stages, he declared that the path of bhakt: is easier than the
path of knowledge. Bhakti transcends priest craft. Just as bhojan
is necestary for the bedily development, bbajan is pecessary for

the development of the soul. Kamakrishna Paramabhamsa says,”
Bhaktiyoga aids to keep the mind on God by chanting His
name and leelas, and one cannot see God if one has the slightest
tinge of worldliness on the mind. For, a mind soaked in
worldliness is a damp matchstick which won’t strike fire,”

By constant chanting of “Ram Nam’ was not the hunter
transformed to Maharshi Valmiki?.
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By Sadguru Sainath’s grace we should get rid of our ego.
Let us sing His glory. All that we enjoy is His gift to us
Let us surrender ourselves at His holy feet. Let us pray to
Him fervently to lift our mind and intellect from this mundane
world and kindle our inner nature, Not a small particle of
dust moves without His command.

JA1 SAINATH

'R. S. Ramakrishnan
**Nagsai Vibar" 31, Dr. Radhakrishnan Roa d, Mylapore,
Madras - 600 004

Mother As A Messenger

I was brought up in holy atmosphere. My mother whose
articles are being published frequently in Shri Sai Leela is a
great devotee of Sai.

I got married in 1975. Before one month of my marriage,
there was some mishsp in my inlaw’s family so [ felt wvery
much disgusted after my marriage. At that tims, [ had not
much faith in Sai. | was not fully aware of Sai leelas.

Last year in October my mother advised me that [ should
read Sai-Satcharita, one chapter daily, From 4th Nov, | read
one chapter daily. The result is that my mind is now free from
tension and worldly worries, | adore Sai from the core of m)
heart. My husband and daughter also remember Sai throughout

the day.
My Sai blesses every soul that remembzars Him. *

Rama Sood
13, Arya Nagar, Dehradoon (U P.)



Sai Baba, The Saint of Shirdi
CHAPTER XVI
(Continued from May 1982 issue)

(1) The quest continues (2) Shri Sai Darbar
(3) Fasting disapproved (4) Baba's sircar
(5) Signs of sadguru (6) The necessity of mendicancy

Perception and inference fail
Purification of mind helps to sail
So the grace of Guru only thelps all
Self realisation to attain in all

The objects three of our life’s happiness

Dharma, artha, kama main principles

Are attainable with our efforts pure

But moksha is attainable only with Guru's favour

In Thy Darbar dignified

People of all sects cognified
Ordinary and extraordinary
Appear in Thy Darbar missionary

Astrologers give out their predictions
Princes offer their valuable presents
Men poor and rich come to Thy darshan
Ascetics and singers pray for darshan

Accept Thee their all conceptions
And give them all a hearty reception
And advise them as per their deeds
Blessing them all with their needs

Never Thou Thyself observed fast
Nor allowed any of Thy men to fast
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As the mind of the person fasting is never at peac
And onc can’t attain paramarth without being at ease

The soul has to be appeased flrst

If God, the Almighty is to be seen first
As God is not attained with empty belly
So has one to go with a satisfied belly

With empty belly eyes can’t see God

With empty stomach tongue can’t describe God
With empty belly ears hear not God's praise
Thou thus preached the way to attain God

Organs all being fully satisfied

One can practise devotion fructified
Thus being blessed with self realisation
One will be able to see God realisation

The day previous, to Kelkar Thou declared
Allow not Thou Thy children to starve
During the days of Holi festival

When Thou wert there to look after them

The day when Mrs, Gokhale came to Thee
Said Thou, ““No need to fast for days three'”
And sent her to Dadabhat’s poor cot

And bade her to sweet stuffed pancake lot

Thus Thou arranged to feed kids
And to feed hersell her bid

As Mrs. Kelkar was in her menses
Thus Thou designed a plan senses

Thy advice being timely

Mrs, Gokhle being kindly
Prepared the cakes finely

Fed the children and herself nicely
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Thou once told a story of Thyself
When Thou wert youngster Thyself
Being in serrch of bread and butter
Went to Beedgaon in scarch of a master

There Thee got embroidary wosk

Spared Thou no pains to hard work

Were there three more with Thee to work

But got Thou the fee three times more for Thy work

Thy employer being pleased
Loved Thee and praised

He with dress so honoured Thee
Which Thou kept in tact the fee

What men give lasts no long

But what God gives lives long
Thou said so low are others gifts
Compared when to God's gifts

God is prepared to give all their need

But none come forth with any heed

God’s treasury is full of wealth spiritual
Only the blessed venture to wealth spiritual

The skill of Thy Fakir is sharp

The Leela of Thy God is sweet

The aptitude of Thy sarcar is unique
But none could heed this story unique

Earth mixes with earth

The air mixes with air

Thus ends the life full of care
The time once gone is never fair

Thou said once Thou went somewhere
And sit Thou never anywhere
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But still Maya pervades Thee
And makes Thee anxious for Thy mhen

Once for all Thou blde us all

To do mythmg lpltltl.lll to rup its t:runt
Who remembers Thy words ;kind
Will at Jast their happiness find

He who knows all Vedas sacred
He who controls breath placid
He who blows Mantras clear

Is not himself a seer.pure.

He only his disciples bades
And does not act as he bades
Does not assure any result fair
As he cannot s0 say dare

Explains he, who ultimate principles
By his wordy knowledge cripple
Expressing no self realisation

Could never be a sadguru realisation

He who creates distaste far wordly pleasurcs
And creates taste for self realisation theasures
And who js well-versed in self realisation
Deserves to be called a sadguru realisation

Who he devoid of self realisation

How could he give disciples realisation
And who can't control passions six
Can't himself be a sadguru fix

Expects nothing a Sadguru from disciples
But wishes only to serve his disciples

As he sces in him His own disciples

And in bimsell be sees his own disciples
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Never a sadguru feels himself great
And his disciples always small treat
He sees all in Him and Him in all
Advocates so Guru and disciples are one all

An abode of peace is Sadguru
Who never feels restless is sadguru
Who never ruffles is sadguru
Thou art so to all a sadguru

Knowledge without love is dry
Contentment without love is a try
All is insignificant always before
Unbroken and unbounded love lore

No reading without love
No hearing without affection
No study without any urge
Is of no avail to all of us

Devotion follows in the wake of love
Dispassion follows in the wake of repose
Peace follows in the wake of oneness
Liberation follows in the wake of justice

Love begets love is the say

Real yearning for love is the way

God manifests himself in heart here

As love is the means of liberation clear

Being an incarnate of God Thyself

Still led the life of mendicant vneself

People with knowledge insufficiency

Could not know the reason of thy mendicancy

All Thy life time through and through
Thou took recourse to begging bowl through
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Thus gave rise to points two Thy begging
First who is fit for begging bowl living

Persons free from desires three

Progeny, wealth or fame three

All the life who accepts renunciation

Are fit to live on begging bowl concession

A hermit neither can he cook

Nor can he food at home take
The feeding of an ascetic hence
Falls on the householder thence

Thou wert neither a householder nor a hermit
Thou wert a sannyasi celebrant permit
Universe being Thy home conviction

Thou wert the Lord Vasudeo perfection

Thus Thee taking birth on earth itself
Proved Thee fit to live on begging alms self
So none but Thee alone could

Have the right to live on begging food.

(To be continued)

M. M. Amingad
Gulunche, Via Nira, Tal, Purandar, Dist, Pune



Who That Beggar Was ?

I bad been to Shirdi for Dasara festival. It was on the
Vijayadashami day, when the Lord Dattatreya incarnate Shri
Sai Baba left off mortal coil. That was my. twentythird visit
to Shirdi. Though | am a reguler subscriber to 'Shri Sai
Leela', yet I purchased the Punyatithi number of Oct. 81 and
read it in full at Shirdi itself, The ‘leela’ contained in the two
articles - published therein impressed me much because both of
them are parallel to my own life's happenings. The first article 1s
by Devata Subba Rao and the second one is by Gokul Gopal.

Here I wish to narrate my own paralle] expericnce with
reference to the marriage episode of Mr. Krishnamoorty's
daughter published in the above magazine on page 14 to 16
My ecldest daughter Ku, Indu Tripathi, aged 23, passed bher
M.A. in Economics in lIlnd Div, and then again M.A, in Hiod)
in the 1st Division. | was much worried about her marriage
I simply went on writing letiers to my friends in ‘this connection,
but it was of no avail. My wife continvally and critically
nagged me for not stirring out in search of a suitable groom.
] always told her not to worry for our Lord Sai Baba will
facilitate and ma nage cach and cvery thing at the time He
thinks fit, but she persisted and made me sad.

Our Lord was so kind and gracious to Indu as to grant
her darshan time and again in her dreams. | had taken her to
Puttaparthi for Vijayadashmi festival 1o Oct, '79 with a firm
belief that Baba knows my problems well and He will solve
them at the appropriate time. Only a few months after that
journey, the Govt, of M, P. selected my College to organisc a
workshop on Re-orientation of Teaching Methods in English in the
Colleges, One of my best friends, . Prof, Dipesh Chandra
Tripathi, Asstt. Professor of English at MANDLA (M. Py)
participated therein, We both bad been colleagues formerly at
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T. R, S. College, Rewa for a few years. When [ met him a
Betul, | found the same sweetness and light in his behaviour as
ever. | put my problem number one before him about the
marriage of my daughter. He very graciously gave me then and
there the name and address of Shri Kamalakar Mishra, A.D.LS,
MANDLA and asked me to contact him by post. Shri
Kamalakar Mishra's eldest son Shrikant:Mishra, Advocate was an
eminently eligible young man. Naturally so many rich and
ambitious parents were already in contact with Shsi Kamalakar
Mishraji with attractive proposals for his son. A poor teacher
in the College, | had little to offer except sweetness and light,
But as this match was suggested by my sincere friend and
well-wishier, | began to visualise this boy as a fit 'groom to my
daughter without even -caring to see him once. But Shri
Kamalakar Mishra insisted that it was my *‘FIRST RIGHT’ to
visit Mandla and see his son before further talks could go on.
So I had to go and see the boy at Mandla and approved of
him. But the father of {the boy had many other attractove
proposals to choose from. There were ;some staggering offers,
My offer compared most unfavourably with them. Fersons
told me that it was a very good and prosperous family and |
will have to spend at least forty thousond to win over this
‘groom, But my BABA was helping me in His own way. A
very pious Sai devotee, mother of the 'groom's fast friend Shri
Ramesh Shukla (Advocate) joined hands ,with another Sai devotee
Principal B.P. Pandey and came to my rescue. Here [ may
mention that then the Mishra family was not believer of }SAl
BABA as was the case with Krishnamoorty's. prospective in-law’s.
This is how BABA tilted the scales in favour of my daughier
and me,

One night Shri Shrikant Mishra, Advocate was sleeping.
He saw in his dream a big photo of BABA hangingjon the wall.
Baba unmistakably and emphatically told him that il be
married the girl from BETUL, only then his life would be
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bappy and prosper ous. The bappy outcome was that though |
had a palitry sum to offer, he changed his mind, accepted our
offer and- approved of my daughter and thus the marriage was
settied, [ could not give the customary rich gifts to my
‘Samdhee’ Shri Kamalakar Mishra and nothing exccpt a golden
ring and a wrist watch to the "groom. Still they were all very
pleased and well-satisfied. At the time of *‘Dwar-Char’ [ had
put Shri Sai Baba's and Shri Sathya Sai Baba’s photos sanctified
with garland and agarbatti in the ‘Mandap’ and they presided
over the nuptial ceremony.  Neither my ‘Samdhee’ Shri
Kamalakar Mishra demanded anything in the form of ‘dowry’
nor my son-in-law Shri Shrikant Mishra pressed for any gift.
I could not belp sheding big tears of joy and gratitude for |
co uld not give them anything worthwhile, befitting their status
as Ex-Zamindar. But-Shri Kamalakar Mishra, now a ‘devata’
to me wrote from Mandla that all the ‘baraatees’ during the
return journey expressed their satisfaction again and again and
commended my hospitable treatment, At Mandla, the ladies
were also very hapyy and satisfied. When [ receiced that letter,
[ wept in joy and gratitude before BABA, because really
speaking, | bad done but little, spent ever so little, instead of
incurring forty thousand rupees as predicted by my well-wisher
S.D.M, Shri K. S. Chauhan Saheb and his wife, 1 bad spent in
all only Twenty flve thousand rupees and still received such
appreciation from my ‘devopam’ samdhee Shri Kamalakar
Mishra, Indeed our BABA motivated all this.

My daughter Indu Tripathi has now become Smt, Indu
Mishra. When my son-in-law Shrikant Mishra came to BETUL
a second time to fetch her with him to Mandla, he himself asked
for BABA's Udi (Vibhoot1) in a good quantity for his daily use.
By the grace of Shri BABA my daughter is happy in her new
environment and is also thankful to BABA and to us for giving
ber such an angelic Shwasur' like Shri Kamalakar Mishra.
Whenever | remember Shri Kamalakarji tears weil up in my
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eyes in gratitude. So merciful is our Lord Shri SAl BABA.
Immediately after marriage [ rushed to Shirdi to offer my
heart-felt gratitude and thanks to Lord Sai Baba on 19th May,
1981. The date of marriage was 13th May, "81.

It is ooteworthy that soon after my daughter's Vidai
(farewell) on 14-5-81 a poor man in tattered and dirty clothes
came direct to me while I was weeping in sweet memory of my
daughter and tears were rolling down incessantly and He asked
for onlv one ‘ROTI' (bread) to eat. I provided him with a
sumptuous meal. He took it and went away. .Suddenly it
struck us who he could be. But where he came from and
where he went away. none could find out, All attempts to
trace him out were in vain,WHO that beggar was? My Sai-
brother Shri T. A. Ramanathan will vouch that the mendicant
was none else but my God-father the Lord of Lords Shri
Sainath and how can anyone refute it ? %

A.F. Tripathi
Head of Hindi Department J. H. Govt. College, Betul. M.P.

BT L U i i L ot

PESTALOZZI

In the last century appeared in Europe & great teacher of
the young. His name shines today in History of the modern
education, ‘The world salutes :him today with affectionate
reverence, Pestalozzi, one of the great interpreters of educational
psychology of the modern era was a truly great man, for in his
heart was beautiful love for the Ilittle ones, His one great
discovery. was the child, The child’s heart, he said over and
over again, was divine, The child’s intuitions are needed to take
us on the road to wisdom,

HEEH




Efficacy of Sai Grace

Scriptures say that of all the debts the most irredeemable
is the debt we owe to parents. My father, Shri K. Satyanarayana
Murthy, born in 1911 or so, spent his young days in abject
penury without even two square meals a day, Last of the
children, he were the only one to have a pretence to education,
So much were his indigent circumstances that he had to study
many times under street lamps of flickering tapers of those
days. His cfforts, though full of enthusiasm, ended with IX
Class because of poverty, Later when he was married, his
in-laws helped bim to complete his Matriculation and’ provide
him with a job in the ex-Nizams Railways,

He was a very ordinary man with common weakaoesses |in
facing the problems of life. One divine quality he thad was his
utter devotion for his children’s welfare - 6 sons and 2 daughters.
Before them he was a man of complete self-denial rarely |found
in others, The legacy of his defeated efforts at education in his
young days perhaps spurred him to provide his children with
the highest of education despite his ridiculously low salary, In
doing so, he stretched his efforts beyond human limitations to
the extreme point of spapping. He chose to work in leave
vacancies of Station Masters, hopping from station to station,
just to earn some money to supplement the growing family
needs. In the process, he literally went hungry everyday for lack
of cooking hands at way-side stations. His family could not
accompany him for short durations at each place and these
small places had no hotels in those days, His health therefore
failed miserably and at the young age of 30 he acquired diabetes
even though he bad no such lineage among his forefathers.

I am giving this detailed background with a view to enable
the readers to appreciate how the grace of Shri Sai Baba works
differently with different devotees. My father had no pretence to any
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regular form of worship nor he had any big idea about the spiritual
side of life. Nevertheless he had the normal devotional bent of mind
towards all Hindu Gods, Somehow he came to know about the
greatness of Shri Sai Baba in his _early career and anchored all
his hopes on Him. He started making trips to Shirdi along
with his family members whenever he could afford it, Thus a
good number of times we all visited Shirdi not knowing the
full impact of Shri Sai Baba's greatness.

However, all his efforts in life came as an anti-climax in
a series of failures. His mild manners were taken advantage of
and exploited by many. He had to face crisis after crisis in
running the family because of long hospitalisation of family
members, thefts ‘of valuables, education of children at long
distances etc. The relentless Lord Sai was severe on him,
giving him no scope to see any silver lining on the horizon.
He faced rebuffs in his service too. Once The Pointsman in a
drunken state took away keys without my father’'s knowledge
and gave signals to receive two opposite goods trains
simultaneously one night. My father noticed it at the last
moment and he immediately lifted back one of the signals and
frantically ran and stopped the train beyond the home signal.
Still he was technically held responsible and had to face
punishment and humiliation. The purple patch of luck was
like an elusive pimpernal in his life. Shri Sai, the beacon light
for all others, was a mere spectator before my father’s macabre
drama of life. Any other man in his boots would have cringed
back and committed suicide. But not my father, He was a
man, dedicated for a purpose. He took all calamities in his stride,

The worse was, however, still in the coming. After
suffering from diabetes for two decades with daily pokes of insulin
and a strict, austere diet, he developed gangrene of the foot in
most pathetic circumstances, He was admitted into hospital
but despite the best of care it grew worse and spread to the
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entire area below the knee. Much against his wishes, the
affected portion was amputated. This was'a fatal decision which
precipitated his end. The puss reappeared after a few days and
all types of complications like thrombo-phlebitis, ,Uremia,
Septicemia started. His last days were a miserable sight, with
blood transfusions, intravenous feeding of glucose and saline
bottles, insertion of catheter tubes for ‘emptying urine and hourly
pokes of ipjections, all done simultaneously. He ‘went into a
coma for 13 days., During his last days lasting four months in
hospitals, he was constantly remembering Shri Sai Baba, My
mother, Smt. K. Sunandanamma, herself a staunch devotee,
wept bitter tears night and day before Baba's photo, pleading
for His mercy and did several austerities. They were of no
avail, Just before the final moments my brother, Shri
K. Bhaktbavatsala Rao; while attending on my father in the
night felt drowsy. When he opencd his eyes a little later he
saw ap old man, the exact likeness of Shri Sai Baba, serencly
sitting on a stool and looking intently at my father’s face. My
brother, a maverick by attitude, was pleasantly surprised at the
sight; but be does not ‘know when be sank into drowsiness again,
When be re—opcned bis eyes he saw my father going into severe
convulsions. Minutes later his end came when a quantity of
phlegm coming into his mouth could not be vomited jout. Our
urgent eflorts failed as it went back and closed his Lrespiratory
system, It was 12,30 midnight of 8/9 April, 1963 Chaitra
Purnima and Hanuman Jayanthi day -- a divine tribute to a
man who celebrated Hanuman Jayanthi every year. He went in
the company of saints as his death closely followed that [of
Swami Ramdas of Apand Ashram and Swami Shivananda
Saraswati of Rishikesh,

Looking back, I feel that Shri Sai Baba did not desert my
father at apny time. Though he faced a cruel fate all through
life, Shri Sai Baba in His wisdom reserved His devotec the
greatest gift of Moksha, An e¢xample can be bad from the
sacred chapters of Shri Sai Satcharita itself. Mhalasapati, His
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carliest and most close devotee, was not helped materially
despite his extreme poverty, Shri Sai Baba actually forbade him
from accepting gifts of money. Obviously He reserved the
highest gift for bim, Similarly, Lord Krishna physically worked
against (he mundape interests of Karna of Mahabharata %ll
through his life but helped him with deliverance when he died |
manfully on the battlefield against all cruel odds.

Every person has a carry over of self-imposed Karmic
injunctions from previous births in varying degrees, It is a
closed back to the mortal eye, Only the Kundalini inside a
man and a God-realised Soul, a '‘Sarvaantaryami, who can see
it and prescribe what is best to each man. Spiritual austerities,
done with the right .attitude of sincerity, alone are the infallible
antidote for the exacting processes of Karmic actions. Else one
has to undergo sufferings till the account is closed. The ardent
devotees, if they face sufferings and disappointments, should
not blame Shri Sai Baba. Highest good comes only when facing
difficulties. My father literally walked on the proverbial razor's
karmic edge all through his life; but nevertheless he realised his
one big ambition though posthumously and today we are all in
happy positions as Surgeons, Physicians,Engineers Lecturers Officers.
The tragedy of his life, however, was all the more poignant
because he did not enjoy anything out of our hands. He died
without a debt of Karma to anybody. By his supreme sacrifice,
my father consecrated himself to get the ultimate gift of Life
from the ever-benevolent Shri Sai who Himself graced to come
down to receive my father persomally and to take him by the
Celestial Chariot to give him a royal welcome at the portals of
His heavenly abode. It is an inexorable axiom which Shri Sai
devotees should know is that His Grace is always *available in
abundance but it is only our jholi which is not big enough to
receive it. One should always try to enlarge it! #*

K. Navin Chander,
251/2 RT Vijayanagar Colony, Hyderabad - 500 457.



Devotion And Namasaptaha

It is universally accepted that ‘‘bhakti marga'" is.the safest
and simplest path for self realisation for all people in general
and ‘gribasthas’ in particular in the Kaliyuga. Parayan of holy
scriptures, bhajans, repetition of divine name are some of the
ways of bhakti marga. Shriman Narayana declared to sage
Narada that He would be present whepever His devotees sing
His pame. - We all know that immortal saints like Meera, Kabeer
Tyagaraja resorted to namajapa as their only sadbana in
realising their goal.

Sai Baba was very fond of remembering and singing God's
name. He always uttered Allah Malik (God is Lord) and in
his presence made others sing God's name contiouously day and
night for 7 days, This is called nama sapthaha. Once he asked
Das Ganu Mabaraj to do the namasapthaha. He replied he
would do it, provided he was assured that Vitthalgwould appear
at the end of the 7th day, Then Baba placing his band on his
chest, assured him that certainly Vitthal would appear, but that
the divotee must be *“‘earnest and devout,” (Chapt. IV Sai
Satcharita),

We who believe in Sai Baba participate in the Sainama
sapthahams with devotion to see/experience our Shiva, Rama,
Krishna, Maruthi, Vitthal, Datta and Devi as assured by Sai to
Dasganu Maharaj, Sai Baba further declared to Shama, “If a
man utters my pame with love, I shall fulfil all his wishes,
increase his devotion, It is my special characteristic to free
any person, who surrenders completely to me, who worships me
faithfully, who remembers me and meditates on me coanstantly.
The simple remembrance of my name as ‘Sai Sai' will do away
with sins of speech and hearing,’”* (Chap. 1Il1 Sai Satcharita)

No doubt Sai is Omnipresent, Sai Baba Himself said to a
devotee, *‘The person, who thinks that Baba is in Shirdi only,
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has not at all seen Baba (known 'Him really)’”* Baba is not
confined to Shirdi alone but lives in every devotee’s heart. Al
must repeat mentally Sai nama with each breath even while
performing our worldly duties when we ourselves will not be
aware of such repetition, which becomes automatic after some
practice and no moment goes waste having missed Sai-nama. Sucp
a state of mindsassures one’s complete surrender to Sadguru, who
becomes visible everywhere and .deprives of one's worries aad
ego. Sai smarana leads you to Sai but when you help others
to follow similar path then you will find Sai Himself coming to
you in flesh and blood. Try and see, Do not seek worldly
comforts from .Baba, as once you start seeking Baba the
worldly comforts would follow you. As namajapa is so power-
ful, all Sai detotees should resort to it with devotion for their
spiritual uplift, *

D. Sankaraiah
18/B CIB Quarters, Khairatabad, Hyderabad - 4,

IN SOLITUDE

Solitude is sweet, O God, for in solitude one enjoys Thy
lovely (lonely ?) whispers, When | am alone Thou speakest to
me much deeper truths than those Thou revealeést in the
market-place before the multitude. There Thou speakest to us.
but here to me, How [ desire, O my dearest Saviour, to open
my heart to Thee in the unreserved language of filial tenderness
divested of all forms and ceremonies; ,and how | wish to hear
Thee speak to me with all the familiarity of a loving - Father
and Mother| Speak, O God, freely and unreservedly, and tell
me all Thou hast got to say to instruct me, cheer me and
save me, (Selected Prayers of Keshub Chuander Sen page 67)

S VR



Shri Sai Baba's Favour

I wish to narrate here one incident which took place on
Thursday, the 25th February, 1982, and from this one would
gather that Sai Baba does come to the rescue of those who
fervently pray for help, and also to others who have full faith
in Sai’s blessings,

My office is situated in New Delhi. | catch a train at
7.15 a.m. from Bahadurgarh for reaching Delhi, From my
residence to Railway Station it is about 15 minutes walkable
distance. In order to avoid walk, both to myself and my
brother, who also accompanies me daily for attending his duties
in New Delhi, we have a bicycle for travel between our
residence and Ba hadurgarh Railway Station.

On 24-2-82 (the time was around 8 p.m,) [ told my
brotlers to inflate the tubes since there was very little air left
with the result the cycle could not withstand the weight of two
persons. Bhth of my younger brothers forgot to pump the
cycle with the result | wanted to inflate the tubes in the
morning on 25-2-82. But when I tested the tubes, the air was
full and to our surprise the tubes did not nced any further

pumping.

| again and again asked both of my brothers if they had
inflated the tubes to which they replied that they bad not. |
enquired about this from my sisters and mother and they also
replied that none had pumped the cycle .

Incidentally, on 24-2-82, before going to bed, | just
visualised that even if none of my brothers infiated the tubes,
| was sure to find both the tubes with full pressure and this is
exactly what 1 observed the next day at 7 am.! How one of my
desires was fulfilled by Baba! One can imagine the thrill
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every one in our family feit that it is none other than Baba

Himself who troubled ﬁlmqelf to such an extent that even the

meanest desire of the devotee Was fulfilled by Him. Baba is
really great and ‘we all bow our heads to Him in reverence!

Harish Chander
169/4 Dharampura, Babadurgarh-124507 Haryana State
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S SAI BHAKTA MANDAL CONVENTION
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Sai Bhaktl Mandal has callad the yearly convention
of Sai Devotees on Sunday the 13th June 1982 In
the premises of ILE. Society in the Basement Hall
of Raja Shivaji High School, Hindu Colony Dadar,
Bombay 400014, The function commences from 6-45
a,m. with Shahanai and religious rites and ends at
night by 10 pm. All Devotees whose addresses are
not with us and all those who fail to receive the
Invitation in time due to Postal delay should please
consider this invitation as personal and cordial one
and maKe it a point to see that they, by their
presence, make the function of the Convention a
grand success,

Dr. M. K. KIRTIKAR

President

Address : Sai Bhakta Mandal. c/o Dr. M K Kirtikar.

7, Dharamputra, Or. Ambadkar Road, Dadar, Bombay 400014
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Sai Baba The Eternal, Immortal And
Mighty Master

Dear Sai Bhaktas, with grace of Sai Baba and the inspirations
from Sri T, A. Ram Nathen, an ardent devotee of Baba, [ share
with you my Sai experiences as to how miraculously the sincere
prayers for the welfare of friends and acquaintances have been
answered from time to time by Shri Sai Baba.

Shirdi Sai Baba is indeed a great Avatar of *Avinashi’,
‘Sidddhara)’, ‘Yogira)’ and ‘Avadhoot’ Sri Param Guru Lord
Dattatreya, 'like other such Avatars in different period of history
from the Vedic times. The life mission of such Avatars has beep sver
advising & guiding devotees in the worldly and spiritual affairs,
Yoga Sadhana and devotion to God. Since Sai Baba is Lord
Shri Dattatreya Himself, He continues to f{ulfil unfailingly even
today as in His life-time, the legitimate wishes and needs of
devotees. We are indeed fortunate that we bave today in owur
midst spiritual leaders of such stature who are also cither in
carnations of Lord Shri Dattaterya or of Datta Tattwa, All
of them are indeed rendering likewise valuable selfiess services
to the devotees in India and abroad. 1 say so because [ got
such inklings and identifications in various ways. Significantly,
when | meditate, gracious Sai Baba appears in my visualizations
standing in beautiful surroundings holding three chained dogs in
his right band. So does Sai Baba prove his identity with many
great sages of our times, It is indeed Sai Baba's prized grace
that His Holiness Shri Ganapathi Sachchidananda Swamiji
appeared in my life miraculously in answer to my sincere
prayers to Baba in the middle of 1979. [ had heard about
Shri Swamiji before but I could not meet Him inspite of best
efforts, 1 assure you my dear Sai devotees, if Sai willing, 1
shall soon be able to give you more details about Shri Swamiji.
Let us wait for that opportune time and pray ‘Sai Baba',
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I had known about Sai Baba ecarlier but I became His
devotee only in early 1979, In the beginning, I had to be
content only with puja at home till late 1980, I bhad known
.only now from one Sai Bhakta Shri V,A. Dorkar of Nasik, who
unexpectedly met me and informed me the existence of Sai
Baba temple at Lodhi Road in New Delhi. Thereafter 1
usually visit the temple oot only -with my family but also
alongwith many friends and their families, who had been later
also benefitted in many ways. Some of them are- Baba's ardent
devotees and the chain continues. Is it not Baba's Leela ?

Shri S.N. Dhawan one of my old acquaintances who is
now a Sai brother bad started his own trading business in early
1979 after quitting his long service, In late 1980, he opened
his heart that his business was not even giving profits to
cover up his family needs. He also planned to close it shortly,
I gave him encouragement and suggested to visit Baba's temple
once and then to decide his future action. He could not go
for some time due to unseen obstacles, However, one Sunday
with the grace of Baba we both, our families, visited the
temple, We kad divine darshan of Shri Baba and also did Abhishek of
Baba, Later, his business started improving and he now earns
well for hjs family needs. | am sure he will soon progress
further with the grace and blessings of Baba. He was also worried
about the marriage of his only brother who depended on him as no
suitable match was coming their way and also for financial
requirements for the ceremony. In the same period, it too was
fulfilled. His brother is now happily married, Whole of this
family is now Sai devotee. I wished his welfare. Sai fulfilled it.

In our neighbourhood there are two Jain families. There
were two girls of marriageable age and their parents some
times used to take me into confidence and discuss with me their
problems in regard to the marriage. casually, I assured them
that Baba will take care of your problems. Within four months,
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both the girls were married to good boys of rich families without
much difficulty to the parents and financial needs were also not
felt. Both the girls are a happy lot in their homes.

On Guru Poornima ecach year, I offer my special pooja to
My Guru Deva and Sai Baba at my house. My family joins
me, On Guru Poornima day in 1980, the lamp we had lit
suddenly extinguished in the midst of pooja. Later, when |
noticed it I thought of lighting it; but before I could do it, it
miraculously lit up without any e¢ffort from us. We all indeed
had been very happy to witness this divine miracle and felt the
divine presence of Shri Baba by this Leela.

In the year 1980 one day my wife promised Sai Baba to
offer a Chaddar and Patka if her so and so wish was fulfilled.
The very pext day, it was fulfilled and that too more than
expected. She could not offer the Poshak as promised for
more than one year. With Baba’s grace she succeeded on
11.11. 1981, Shri Guru Nanak's birthday to fulfil her vow. My
‘wife witnessed with her naked eyes that after wearing Poshak
and accepting garland etc,, Sai Baba’'s statue was all smile
and nodding. This 4s how He accepted bher offerings and
blessed her with His Leela.

Baba is universal, above class, creed or colour. He
blesses all, even non devotees, Baba takes individual care of
each devotee in the manner it will be beneficial to the devotee,
His only tenets are truth, love and selfless service. His
dakshina is faith and patience. May Sai Baba give happiness
and prosperity to all. *

P. K. Kapoor,
1121, Chab Rahat, Delhi - 110006.
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Report of the 8th Annual Gathering at Shirdi
(Continued from May 1982 issue)
Monday 1-2-82 (2nd day of the'gathering) Morning session.

In the afternoon session on 31-1-82, some delegates gave
their suggestions. As some more delegates wanted to speak & give
their suggestions, they were requested to speak in the morning
session. The speeches of some delegates, giving their suggestions,
were reported in the last issue ( May 19082). As two or three
delegates continually referred to the continuance of the annual
gathering at Shirdi, Shri Kakresaheb felt like clarifying the
matter. He therefore rose in the middle and said

‘1 have no intention of discontinuing this gathering. Though
all the staff of the Shirdi Sansthan is trying their best to provide
every facility to the delegates, who are attending this gathering,
still there are certain delegates, who are in the habit of
complaining in and out of season. If the delegates will go on
complaining in this manner, | am afraid | may have to discontinue
this gathering, "'

Mrs. Smita Da ndekar ;- We all the delegates are w_litinl
for this gathering for one full year. So we are very happy to
come here and stay here for these two days of the gathering.
No one should have any sort of misunderstanding. We should
help each other and see that this gathering ends successfully.
The delegates have no intention to offend anybody,

Shri Khadke 1~ In order to boost up the sale of the
magazine and Sai literature, there should be a book stall just
outside the Samadhi Mandir, which is frequented by all devotees.
I am making this suggestion continuously for the last four years,
still the stall is not coming up. I will be thankful if the reasons

for this are explained. All delegates should try individually ¢
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boost up the sale of the magazine. [ feel that the standard of
the magazine is going down, Hence all of us should think
sbout this seriously. Creating a devotional atmosphere is also
s very important thing. We all should take a note of the same.

Smt. Shree Shahane: -~ Because of rush some inconvenience
is sometimes caused; but we should not complain for such fimsy
matters. The arrangements made by the staff of the Shirdi
Sansthan for this gathering are quite good. [ feel that we should
compliment the Court Receiver of the Shirdi Sansthan for
holding this gathering and the Staff of the Shirdi Sansthan for
giviog him full co-operation in making all the arrangements of
the-gathering.

Shri Nagesh Moglaikar ;= The thread ceremony of a child
is performed when be is cight years old and at that time his
'boroscope is written down. Similarly this gathering is also now
eight years old and hence from its horoscope I can say that this
gathering is going to thrive and prosper. The articles that are
published in this magazine should not be examined from the
literary point of view. This magazine is meapt for giving an
expression to the emotions of the devotees and we should look
upon the articles that are published here from that view point
We should have a separate issue of this magazine in Hiodi.
All delegates should try to boost up the circulation of this
magazine. If there is any honest difference of opinion, we may
certainly express it here, but we should not allow any
ill feeling to be developed in the minds of others.

Dr. A, K. Pathak :- | bave come to this gathering on the
st s ik of ny four articles published so far in Shri Sai Leela
Some delegates complained that the atmosphere in this year's
gathering is not quite hilarious; but let me tell you that it is

we who heve to create the enthusiam and toe congenial
atmosphere required for the gathering. Therefore we all should
think in that direction and we will be able to give a suitable
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turn to this gathering. A special issue of Shri Sai Leej
( Marathi edition) dedicated solely to poetry was publisheq
yesterday in this gathering. To be able to crnrriz a p oem i
no doubt an art; but I would requ:st you not be carried away
in the deluge of poetry. Writing good prose is also an equally
important literary art and therefore we should not forget pros
altogether, We should give equal importantce to prose, What
I feel is that we should try to carry out some sort of research
through Shri Sai Leela, Research is of very great importance
as it brings to light true things and drives away our wrong
notions, [ find that some delegates have been criticizing other
delegates. Let me tell you that this is against the very spirit
of this gathering. There were many saints who were the
contemporaries of Shri Sai Baba. I feel that we should carry
on research about the biographies and activitics of these sainls
and the Shirdi Sansthan should publish special issues of Shri
Sai Leecla about these Saints. (To be continued)

Next month, on the auspicious day of Guru Poornima
We offer our proud publication
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Publication Ceremony of Shri Sai Geetanjali

Thursday is a .very auspicious day for the Sai devotess
Shri Sai Baba is considered by some people to be an incarnation
of Shri Datta and in the Datta cult Thursday has always been
considered to be very auspicious. Henge the Sai devotees also
in geoeral attach special importance to Thursday. At Shirdi
also every Thursday the Palkhi of Shri Sai Baba is taken in
procession through the Shirdi village with the accompaniment
of bhajan and music. At the Sai Niketan at Dadar, Bombay
many Sai devotees usually come for darshan. Shri ‘Prabhakar
Kolamkar, a poet and Sai devotee therefore decided to publish
his book of poems on Shri Sai Baba on Thursday the 6th of
May 1982 at Sai Niketan, Dadar, Bombay.

At about 1] a m, in the morning on that day nearly one
hundred devotees had gathered at Sai Niketan for the publication
ceremony which was started under the Presidentship of Dr. 5.
D. Parchure, Executive Editor of Shri Sai Leela (English
Edition), After taking the Chair Dr. Parchure requested Shri
Kolamkar to narrate the circumstances that led to the
composition and publication of Shri Sai Geetanjali. Shri Ko lamkar
said, I am a poet and whenever I get inspiration I am
composing poems on various subjects; but ohce my friend and
neighbour Shri Vijay Hajare, who is a staunch Sai devotee, fold
me that, 1 should compose poems on the leelas and teachings
of Shri Sai Baba and from that time I concentrated on that
subject. Shri Sai Baba favoured me so much that within a
short period I was able to compose acout 200 poems, From time
to time | am getting inspiration from Shri Sai Baba, which helps
me in composing poems. After composing so many poems |
spoke to Shri Hajare about publishing them in a book form.
I knew Shri Junnarker, another Sai devotee and author of the
famous novel on Shri Sai Baba ‘A Mission Divine” and I
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decided to take his help in publication of my collection of
poems on Shri Sai Baba, When | approached Shri Jucnarker,
he gladly agreed to help me and selected some 54 poems out of
my whole lot and advised me to publish them, On my request
he further gave a summary in English of each of the poems
selected by him. In this way both my friends Shri Vijay Hajare
and Shri Junnarker helped me in publication of this book and
with the blessings of Shrl Sai Baba that book is being published
today. I thank these two friends at the very outset and
request Dr. Parchure to conduct the meeting™'.

Shri Sudhakar Samant, Editor of Bhakti Saogam and
Kokan Vaibhav was then introduced to the audience by Dr.
Parchure and he was requested to speak about the book, Shri
Samant said, ‘I have been observing that during the last ten
to fifteen years many religious books are being published by
various authors, Some people say that in general the devotion
to God is becoming extinct; but I feel that it is not correct.
Devotion to God is on the increase and it is giving good fruit
to those who are publishing devotional and religions books,
Shri Prabhakar Kolamkar is a budding poet and he has written
good poems on Shri Sai Baba. His poems are full of emotion
and devotion. I wish him every success in his endeavour and I
hope that this collection of his poems viz. Sai Geetanjali will
create expectations about his further collections in the minds of
the readers and Sai devotces.'

Shri Junoarker, who wrote the summary of each poem in
the book, was then requested to deliver his speech. He said,
*+Shri Prabbhakar Kolamkar is a good poet and he has composed
very good poems on Shri Sai Baba. When bhe approached me
with his collection of poems | told him that in a book on*Shri
Sai Baba you must have certain order of the poems according
to their subject. On being told so, Shri Kolamkar requested
me to select the poems out of the whole lot and also to give a
summary of each poem in English. I accordingly applied my
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mind and selected the fhfty four poems included in this book
and arranged them in a sequence with reference to Shirdi. For
example the first poem i1s about requesting poeple to come to
Shirdi, Later poems relate to describing Sai Baba as seen at
Shirdi. Then there are several prayers addressed to Shri Sai
Baba as if they were offered after standing in the Samadhi
Mandir etc. and so on, | also gave a short summary of cach
poem in English, 1 think that this will help the people not
knowing Marathi properly to know the beauty of the poems,
There are a few advertisements in this book and 1 was not
really in favour of having them but the financial question has
to be solved by each individual and in order to kecp the price
of the book so as to be within the reach of the common people
Shri Kolamkar had to take some advertisements. This book is
just the beginning of Shri Kolamkar's publications and I am sure
that very soon he will eome forward with his next volume of
poems. | wish him good luck'"’

After Shri Junnarker, Shri Hajare was requsted to speak.
He *‘Said, Shri Kolamkar is my neighbour, He is a good poet.
After secing his early poems, | requested him to compose poems
about Shri Sai Baba and nothing is difficult for a poet. Shri
Kolamkar shifted to Sai poems and as told by him he was able
to compose about 200 poems within a short period. This shows
his strong devotion to Shrl Sai Baba, | am glad that today his
book of poems under the caption of “Shri Sai Geetapjali’’ is
being published. Shri Kolamkar has already composed over 200
poems out of which only 64 have been taken in this books, so
I am sure that he will very soon come out with a new book,
which will also he liked by the Sai devotees. 1 am glad that one
more poet has been inflhenced by Sai devotion and has vsed his
talent for praising Shri Sai Baba. I wish Sbri Kolamkar
every success',

In bis speech Dr., Parchure said, “Shri Kolamkar showed
the manuscript of this book to me during our last gathering
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held at Shirdi on 31-)-82 and 1-2-82, | was much impressed
with his poems. ©ne old Sai devotee had censured the poems
that are being published in Shri Sai Leela in our gathering held
at Shirdi in 1981; but I bave to say that we should not look
upon these poems from the literary point of view. We have to
look to the emotions and devotion of the poet in such poems
and | find that these poems are emotionally written and ,they
are full of devotion to Shri Sai Baba* Onpe special feature of
tHis book is that it gives a summary of the poem in English.
There are many Sai devotees, who do not know Marathi properly;
buf they are interested in poems about Shri Baba. Hence all
such devotees can also understand this book with the help of
the summary and appreciate it, Many of the poems can be
sung in popular tunes and | am sure that very soon a cassette
of the poems from this book will be issued. I wish Shri
Kolamkar every success. in life and I am sure that Shri Sai
Baba will shower his favours on him, [ hope that the next
book of Shri Kolamkar will be awaited by the Sai devotees.
I declare the book Shri Sai Geetanjali as published and hand it
over to you for reading. | thank Shri Kolamber for
having given me this opportunity of presiding over this function
and thus singing a few praises of Shri Sai Baba’,

In the end Shri Kolamkar thanked all concerned, who
helped him in publication of the book and all the speakers and
the president Dr. Parchure for having graced the occasion and
made the function a complete success, He also announced that
the book though valued at Rs.5/- it would be available for
Rs, 4/- per copy to those who would purchase it on spot
After sweets were distributed and sugarcane juice was served to
all, who were present, the function came to an end, X

¥
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MARCH 1982

In this month the examinations of schools and colleges
had started. Hence the rush of devotees, who visited Shirdi,
was more or less normal. Therefore there was no extra pressure
on the staff of the Shirdi Sansthan in attending on the devotees.
The following artists gave their various programmes in the
Samadhi Mandir during the course of this month 1~

Keertan :- Keertans were arranged in the Samadhi Mandir
on Ekadashi days and on other important religious occasions,

Pravachan:~1) Shri Laxmanmaharaj Waghchoure, Shirdi and
2) Shri Kumar Siddhartha from Indore delivered pravachans on
various teligions topics.

Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, bhajan etc.

1. Shri Jayawant Kulkarni, Bombay, 2. Shri Anant
Panchal, Bombay 3. Shri Manohar Dhadsay, Bombay 4. Shri
Dhondiram Shankar Adhav, Kopargaon 5. Shri Ajij Bahurupee
and Party, Herle, 6, Shri Shaukat Bahurupee 7. Shri Makbool
Bahurupee, Herle, 8. Shri Bapu Bahurupee, Herle, 9. Shri
[lahi Bahurupee, Herle 10 Shri Suresh Shrivastav, Kanpur 11 Shri
Datta Prasadik Bhajani Ma ndal, Chembur, 12. Shri Shreeram
Vishnu .Satardekar, Bombay 13. Shri Ratnakar Vyas, Bombay.
14, Shri Ratanlal Sharma, Nagpur 15. Dr. Kirteekar, Bombay.

Rangpanchami:~ On account of Rangapanchami on 14.3-82,
the charijot {{tz) of Shri Sai Baba, which was decorated, as
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usual, was taken in procession through Shirdi Village at 5 p. m.
The Dhuparati was sung after return of the chariot procession
from Shirdi Village.

Gudhi Padwa:- The first day of the month of Chaitra
is the beginning of the Hindu New year and is known as
Gudhi Padwa This year Gudhi Padwa came on 26-3-82. Hence as
per usual practice, the chariot of Shri Sai Baba was taken in
procession through the Shirdi Village from 5 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
The Dhuparati was therefore sung on that day after return o |
the procession of the chariot from the Shirdi village,

Weather :- The weather at Shirdi was very nice and
enjoyable. No epidemic or other disease was active in the
village during the month.

APRIL 1982

At the very beginning of this month the Ramanavami
festival was celebrated at Shirdi from 1-4-82 to -3-4-82. The
rush of the devotees, attending the [festival, is increasing
enormously and therefore it is necessary to plan all things in
advance in order to avoid chaos. Hence the Court Receiver,
Shri Kakresaheb, held a meeting of all the heads of different
departments in the first week of March and prepared an estimate
of the expenditure required to be incurred. The work of mandap,
water supply, security, conservancy, loud speaker, lighting
arrangements, attendance of the artists, provision of Shahnai etc,
poor feeding was also chalked out and assigned to different
persous and therefore the whole show went on very smoothly.

(To be continued)
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Publications of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi

1. Shri Sai Satcharita (Marathi) Rs. 22,00 $
2. Shri Sai Satcharita (English) Rs. 12.50 3
3. Shri Sai Satcharita (Gujrati) Under Print 3
4. Shri Sai Satcharita (Hindi) Rs. 12.00 3
5. Shri Sai Satcharita (Kanarese) Rs. 8.00 3
6. Shri Sai Baba Jeevitacharitram (Telugu) Rs. 12,00 4
1. do do ( Tamil) Rs. 12.00 3
8. Gujarati Pothi, (Sharananand) Rs. 5.50 4§
9. Shri Sainath Stawanmanjiri & Sumananjali Rs. 0.30 3
10. do do (Gujarati) Rs. 0.30 5
11, Four Adhyayas by Dasganu (Marathi) Rs. 1.25 3
12, Sagoonopasana (Marathi) 13. (Gujarati) 14. (Telugu)

Re. 0.50 Re. 0.50 Rs. 2,00 :
15. Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi by Pradhan Under Print
16. Sai Leelamrit Marathi 17. Hindi 18. Gujaraty

Rs. 7.50 Rs. 7.00 Rs 4.25 .
19. Sai: Baba in Pictures Rs. 2.75 3
20. Shri Sai Baba Awatarkarya (A. Y Dhond) Rs. 400 3
21, Mulanche Sai Baba (Marathi) Rs. 1.25 3
22, Children's Sai Baba (Gujarati) 1.00 23 (Eng) Rs, 1.75 ¢
24 do do (Telugu) Rs. 1.50 25. (Hindi) 1.75 %
26 Sai Keertanmala (Marathi) Rs. 0.75 ¢
27. Sai Ihe Superman by Sai Sharananand Rs. 5.25 2
28. Guide to Shirdi (English) 29. (Marathi) 30. (Gujarati) $

Re. 1.00 Re. 1.00 Rs. 1 50

31. The Great saint Shri Sai Baba (Mar) /50 32, (Eng.) 0.50 3
3. Sai Baba of Shirdi by Perin S. Bharucha Rs. 5.00 ¢

34, Rudradhvaya Re. 0.60 3

35, Maratthh Brochure Re 0;50 ¢

36. Keertan Panchak Re. 0.50 ¢

Available at :- | Receiver. Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, :
P. O Shird), Dist. Ahmednagar.

2. Sa1 Niketan, 804-B, [>r. Ambedkar Rd,
Dadar, Bombay - 400 014.
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LICENCE No. 1Y
Licence Te Post Witheut Prepaymaent
At Dadar Head Office, Bombay~i4

Regd. No. MH/BYE/26

THREE COLOURED

ASHIRVAD PHOTOS

Size Price Size Price
14"x20"" Rs. 1-50 8”x10”" Rs. 0-50
10”x14” Rs, 1-00 24"x34” Rs, 0.20

44"x54" Rs 0-30
Photos from the Blocks by Shri D. D. Neroy
Particulars Colour Size (Inches) Price

1. Baba Sitting on Stone Three-Coloured 14x20 1-50

7 B ., Black & White 14x20 1-50
3, o Coloured 10x14 1-00
4. Baba in Dwarkamai Three-Coloured 14x20 1-00
5. " - 10x14 0-75
6. Shirdi Darshan (66 Photos) 4-50
7. Murti Photo Coloured 10x14 1-00
k. i i Ex10 0-50

Available at -

1. Receiver Shri Sai Baba Sansthan P. O, Shird,
Tal. Kopargaon, Dist. Ahmednagar

2. “Sai Niketan" 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Road, Dadar,
Bombay-400 014
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