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EDITORIAL

Gurupournima

Every year, three festivals are celebrated on a grand scale,
at Shirdi. They are Ramanavami, Gnrupournima and Dasara,
According to the Hindu calendar, the first festival in the year is
Ramanavami, which comes on the 9th day of the bright half of
the month of Chaitra. The next festival to follow is Gurupournima,
which is celebrated on the full-moon-day in the month of Ashadha.
The third festival, which is also known as the Punyatithi festival
is held on Dasara i, e. the tenth day of the bright half of the
month of Ashwin. AIll Sai devotees are aware that the Rama-
navami festival was held at Shirdi from 23rd March 1980 to 25th

farch 1980 and now the Gurupournima festival will be celebrated
at Shirdi for three days from 26th July 1980 to 28th July 1980.

The festival of Gurupournima, as its very name indicates, is
celebrated to pay homage to Guru, In the Indian culture, the Guru
was held in very high esteem. Every student was given the
following orders “grg2ar 93" ‘R34t w3” and “araTIar Wa.

All these three orders are in the imperative mood. They mean,
“Be one to whom the mother is like a God, Be one to whom
the father is like a God. Be one to whom the preceptor or the
teacher or the Guru is like a God”. The sequence in which
these orders were given have also, it seems, some underlying
meaning, A child lies in the womb of the mother for a period
of nine months and therefore it is the mother, whom the child
sees first. Hence the first order relates to the mother. Next
comes the father and after sometime the child is given in charge
of the Guru and therefore the father is followed by the Guru.
These three orders show very clearly the importance of the Guru
in the life of a child. The Guru has been given an equal status
with the father and the mcther of a child., These orders, tbat
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werée given to the child, did not remain only in theory. From
the Puranas, we find that the incarnations of God like Rama and
Krishna also served their respective Gurus, Vasishtha and Sandi-
pani in_their: boy-hood, when they were their students. Both
_Ehese incarnat_iunsﬁ of . {.‘ia;i_ were 'Ire,a_led. by their Gurus on par
“with their other students and they too behaved like other students
of their Gurus. This tradition of honouring the Guru and
following him continued in our country for ages. 1f we scan
carefully the lives of many great people in our country, it will
'be seen that they have acknowledged the debt of their Guru in
some form or the other in shaping their personality.” In other
countries of the world, the allegiance to the Guru may not be
found to the same degree to which it is seen in India; but many
great personalities, all over the world, allude to their. Guru in
s ome conlext or the other and acknowledge his influence over them,

Shri G. R. Dabholkar alias Hemadpant, the author of Sai
Satcharita, was brought up in these old traditions and hence he
had very great reverence for his Guru, Since he came into
contact with Shri Sai Baba, Shri Dabholkar considered himself as
the disciple of Shri Sai Baba and therefore Shri Sai Baba was
the spiritual preceptor or Guru of Shri Dabholkar. Because of
this great reverence for the Guru, Shri Dabholkar takes every
opportunity to eulogize the Guru. Hence we find that the great.
ness of Guru is stressed at several places in Shri Sai Satcharita.

In chapters 18 and 19 of Sai Satcharita, Shri Sai Baba has
explained the behaviour of His Guru towards Him as follows -

“I resorted to my Guru for 12 years, He brought me up.
There was no dearth of food and clothing. He was full of love
nay, he was love incarnate. How can I describe it? He loved
me most. Rare is a Guru like him. When I looked at him he
seemed as if he was in deep meditation and then we both were
filled with bliss, Night and day 1 gazed at him with no thought
of hunger and thirst, Without him 1 felt restless, I had no other
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subject to meditate nor any other thing than my Guru to attend.
He was my sole refuge, My mind was always fixed on him".
(Page 98 of Shri Sai Satcharita 9th Edition 1980),

In those same chapters, while giving advice to Smt. Radha-
bai Deshmukh, Shri Sai Baba says, ‘“Oh mother, my Guru never
taught me any mantra, then how shall I blow any mantra in
your ears? Just remember that Guru's tortise like living glance
gives us happiness. Do not try to get mantra or upadesh from
anybody. Make me the sole object of your thoughts and actions
and you will no doubt, attain Paramartha (the spiritual goal of
life.) Look at me whole-heartedly and I in turn look at you,
Similarly, sitting in this masjid, I speak the truth, nothing but the
truth No sadhanas nor proficiency in the six shastras are neces-
sary. Have faith and confidence in your Guru. Believe fully
that Guru is the sole Actor or Doer. Blessed is he who knows
the greatness of his Guru and thinks him to be Hari, Hara and
Brahma (Trimurti) incarnate’” (P. 99 SaiSatcharita, 9th Edition 1980),

The above two extracts are very clear and need no comment.
In the first extract, Shri Sai Baba tells how He behaved with
His Guru and How His Guru showered his favours on Him. In
the second extract Shri Baba explains the greatness of Guru and
tells what he expects from the devotees, who consider Him as
their Guru.

In chapter 32 of the Sai Satcharita, Shri Sai Baba explain
how He, alongwith his three other collegues, who ““were studyin
religious scriptures and other books’’ went out in search of God
After rambling about in the woods in quest of God, He say
that they came to the conclusion that ‘it was impossible to g
jnana without a Guru'’. Explaining the importance of the Gurn
in the spiritual ficld, Shri Baba says as follows:-= *The Shr
(Taittiriya upanishad) exhorts us to honour and worship moth¢
father and preceptor and to study (learn and teach) the sacr
scriptures. These are the means of purifying our minds
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unless this purification is effected, self-realization is not possible.
Neither the sences, nor the mind and intellect reach the self
Modes of proof, such as Perception and Inference will not help
us in the matter. It is the graace of Guru that counts, The
objects of our life such as Dharma, Artha and Kama are attain.
able with our effort, but the fourth object, Moksha (liberation]
can only be had with the help of the Guru’ (Page 177 Sai Sat:
charita 9th Edition 1980). |

In this passage Shri Sai Baba has pointed out clearly the¢
special function of the Guru and it is this that Dharma, Artha
and Kama can be attained by a person with his personal efforts.
but Moksha can never be attained without the help of a Guru

The high position held by the Guru, can be seen from th
books, written by the Indian authors from ancient times, Evcrg'
religious book wusually begins with a homage to the favourit&,
God of the author; but who immediately follows thereafter is the
Guru, It is found that these authors are quite eloquent while prai-
sing their Guru and some of them have ultimately said that, it it
beyond their capacity to describe their Guru properly. Somt
of those authors bave very good command over language and
their books are famous for lucid and sweet language; but thei
regard and devotion for their Guru is so profuse that the,
ultimately accept defeat and say that their language falls shor
while describing the greatness of their Guru.

Gurupourpima is also known as Vyas-pournima, Th
ancient sage Vyas is traditionally supposed to be the author o
the eighteen Puranas and he was said to have assigned the hymn
of the Vedas to his four disciples and thus perpetuate them
Because of this latter work of Vyas Mabharshi, he is also know:
as Veda-Vyas, It is because of the efforts of Shri Vyas Mabarsk
that the hymns of the Vedas have been preserved in their origine
form, as they were said by the Vedic Rishies, through all thes
thousands of years, As there is a tradition of acknowledging th
debt of everyone in the Indian society, a day has been assigned fc
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. paying homage to Maharshi Vyas and it is this day of Guru.
pournima, As Maharshi Vyas was also a preceptor or Guruy,
this' day is now traditionally celebrated for felicitating the Guru
and paying him homage, . ‘
Because of this high position, - that the Guru holds, in the
Indian society the festival of Gurupournima is observed all over
India on a mass scale and a public homage "will be paid to the

Guru on the Gurupournima day coming on the 27th of July 1980,
As Shri Sai Baba is the Guru of all His devotees, they all intend

to pay their homage to Him on this occasion. Hence for the
convenience of the devotees, this festival is celebrated for three

days at Shirdi, so that it should he possible for as many devotees
as possible to come to Shirdi for felicitating and worshipping

their Guru, Shri Sai Baba, Inview of the greatness of the Guruy,
described in the Sai Satcharita and in all our scriptures and in
view of the directions given by Shri Sai Baba in this behalf as

quoted before in this article, all Sai devotees will be entertaining
an ardent desire to go to Shirdi to attend the festival; but though

Shirdi has expanded much in the recent years, still it has got its
own limits and hence if all the Sai devotees decide to go to Shirdi

for the festival, it will not be possible for Shirdi to accommodate
all of them, Hence knowing this, Shri Sai Baba makes it possible
only for a few lucky devotees to attend Shirdi for the festival

Shri Sai temples have now cropped up at several places in India
and those devotees who are not able to go to Shirdi, for some

reason or other, will go to these temples for this festival. All
Sai devotees should remember the assurance given to them by
Shri Sai Baba that he would remain present at any place where
his devotees would think about him. From the various experi-
ences of the devotees, that are being published in this magazine

from month to month, it will be seen that Shri Baba is mani-
festing himself whenever His devotees are praying sincerely and

are remembering Him from the bottom of their heart. Hence
let us, all Sai devotees, pay our homage to Our Sadguru Shri
Sai Baba, wherever we can, on the occasion of the Gurupournima
and feel the presence of Shri Sai Baba near us. On this occasion
let us all say, “Shri Satchidanand Sadguru Sainathmaharaj ki Jai.”" s



KARMA

By Sadguru Dr. Sai Kumar
Founder - Svan Ashram, Gandhinagar, Secunderabad (A. P.)

The boy came out and explained to Lord Brahma all that
he heard from his Guru and said that he had only one desire;
but since his Guru did not permit him, he has no other desires
to be fulfilled. Thus saying the boy requested Lord Brahama to
take leave from him. Lord Brahma was wonderstruck at the
student’s Guru-bhakti. Under any circumstances Lord Brahma
had determined to give a boon to such a great devotee, |

He immediately ‘went to Lord Shiva and  said, “Hey:
Maheshwar! Please go to the boy and give him some boon, I
have failed in my attempt”’. Lord Shiva immediately went to
the Guru’s place and appeared before the boy. The boy experiencinyg
the inexpressible bliss fell on the Lord’s feet, Lord Shiva told
the boy to - ask for a: boon, The 'bay replied, **O' Lord! My
Gurudev is taking rest, Please wait till he wakes up, so that
I may take his permission,” For two long hours the Lord had
to wait in the hot sun, When the Guru woke up from sleep,
the boy explained to him about Lord Shiva's arrival and asked
him to permit him to ask for a boon to relieve him from the
disease. Hearing this the Guru got angry and said, *I have told
you everything in detail, and again you are asking for the same
thing. You please ask l.ord Shiva to give boons to those Yogis
who are sitting in caves and meditating for years with their
noses closed. Neither he has any work, nor have you any sense,’’

The boy came out and repeated his Guru's words to Lord
Shiva, Lord Shiva thought to himself that both the Guru and
shishya are equally stubborn, He now went to Lord Vishnu and
pleaded to him to somehow bless the boy with a boon. *When I
went to offer him a boon, I was banged by him, He is a great
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devotee and under any circumstances we must give him a boon.”
said Lord Shiva

Lord Vishnu, the devotee of His devotees, went with Shankh,
Chakra and Gada to the boy and gave him His darshan. The
boy seeing the divine form of the Lord rejoiced. The whole
atmosphere was filled with the fragrance of divinity, He could
not overcome the joy and ran to His Guru and said, “This time
Lord Vishnu Himself has come to give the boon. What should
I do?" Then the Guru told the boy to ask any other boon,
except curing his disease, Hearing this the boy thought for a
while and according to his Guru's permission, he went to Shri
Vishou and said, “O, Lord, my Guru is not satisfied with my
service. Give me the power to serve my Guru to his heart’s
content and see that there is nothing less for him ™ Lord Vishnu,
with a smile. on his face, granted him the boon and disappeared,

The Guru, who was watching all this from his bed, was
filled with tears of joy. Love flowed in his heart for the boy.
The Guru thought to himself, ‘he is my real disciple, who is
worthy to be initiated’. -

Guru Gopalshastry called the boy to initiatethe *‘Tapashakti”
knowledge and Yoga secrets, which he had attained through many
births, He embraced the boy and asked him to have a head bath,
He then asked him to sit on the mat and on the other seat the
Guru sat to initiate the boy. To the Guru’s surprise, he forgot
everything. Inspite of his best efforts, he could not recollect the
procedure to transfer his powers to his disciple. With a sorrow-
ful beart the Guru thought to himself, *Is this all the reward
that I am giving to a disciple, who has sacrificed all his happiness
for my service alone 7™

With suoch thoughts in his mind, be turned tuward# the boy,
who was compietely immersed in deep meditation, - The Guru was,
shecked to see the divipe lights rotating around the boy. . .«
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The secrets, which the Guru intended to initiate to the boy,
were now repeated by his shishya, He started reminding the pro-
cedure to initiate by which the Guru was wonderstruck. In fact
the boy initiated something more than what the Guru knew, by
which the Guru realised the path to reach the final state of
consciousness. The divine sounds of “Omkara’” and conch shell
could be heard by the Guru, who was also immer'éed_ in divine bliss

The Guru questioned, “Who are you? Who are your parent:?"
From where have you come?”” In reply the boy smilingly said,
“All the living creatures are in me. I have neither birth nor
death, There is no place where | am not present. I am the
destroyer of sinners and saviour of the Bhaktas ' (devotees). The
boy then took to His real form of. the Lord and said, “To test _
you, I myself came in the form uf Lurd Brahma, Shiva and
Vishnu and also as your disciple. You are indeed a great devotee”.

The Lord blessed the guru and dlsappearﬂd

Alas! a day dawned when Gopalshastry's Karma was co -
pleted. He was relieved from the disease of leprosy for. the
Lord hircself shall serve a real devotee and rescue him from
t{oubles.‘

Since our present life is the result of our past deeds, our

future life will be the result of our present deeds. . So let us from"
today be pure in thought, word and deed for a happy futuce,'
Face the troubles that come to you in our daily life. [0 not
murmur for, they are the results of your past deeds. e )



Shri Baba Confirms His Commad

On 15th November 1979, according to the instructions of
an ‘inner voice’, I started the *Sai-Satcharita Saptah’’. 1 did not
know till I came on duty that the day happened to be Kartiki
Vadya Ekadashi day when theg Varkaris pay respect to saint
Shri Dnayaneshwar’s samadhi at Alandi.

Shri Sai-Satcharita is a veritable confluence of all holy rivers
and the devotees bathe themselves heartily in them to emerge as
new men, since as per Shri Baba's own words wherever it is read
there is His Samadhi, Dwarkamai, Guru Paduka Sthan and also
‘Chavadi. The pure currents of Shri Baba’s words therein drench
men to their marrow in the colour of devotion.

While reading a Holy Book, I was caught in a dilemma,
whether, I should read Dnyaneshwari or re.read Sai-Satcharita,
Somehow, I had a strong desire to continue reading Sai-Satcharita.
But in this matter, I did not know what to do. I therefore,
instructed my younger sister to visit Sansthan office at, Dadar
with my elder daughter and to take a decision through drawing
lots on 17th September, 1979. Incidentally, this day happened to
be the Samadhi Day of Shri Dnyaneshwar, when Shri Baba told
me through the chit that I should read Dnyaneshwari hereafter.

The Saptah concluded on 22nd November 1979 and on that
day I was blessed by Shri Baba by Shirdi Prasad, which was
kept in my office-table drawer by one of my Sai-devotee friends.
At dinner, | had the good fortune of 'having three surprise guests
one of whom resolved to read Dnyaneshwari 108 times and had
just completed the 58th reading, The other friend had just then
finalised his plans to visit Alandi to read Dnyaneshwari at the
holy place. The third one had just started reading Dnyaneshwari.
s he invited guests were my elder sister, a confirmed Sai-devotee
of long standing and her children, The atmosphere at the
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“conclusion .ceremony was surcharged with devotional fervour
and it lingered till Friday evéning, when | packed saptah-prasad
in one wrapperbag and thought of calling on one great Sai-
devotee, Shri Vishnubuva Pingulkar and: thereafter to call on
another great Sai devotee to give him the prasad.

As | entered Shri Pingulkarbuwa’s house and informed him
of the saptah and Shri Baba’s command to read Dnyaneshwari,
he immediately entered his pooja-room, which had a Dhuni. He
"called me there, and told me that a few minutes before, he had
received Shirdi prasad, and thus told me that Shri Baba has
blessed my plans of reading Dnyaneshwari by giving me prasad.
Shri Baba thus actively encoaraged me to commence reading Dnya-
neshwari on that day. As it got very lats to take leave of Shri Pin-
gulkar, 1 dropped my plans of visiting suburb to see another friend,

I returned home and after praying to Shri Baba, resumed
my reading of Dnyaneshwari, whick 1 had abruptly abandoned
about 3 months back, By Baba’s grace, 1 completed two chapters
in that sitting and as !'gnt up | thought that something is going
tp happen which will confirm Shri Baba's command. Immersed
in this thought, 1 cisually picked up the saptah prasad bag
meant for my suburban friend and just peered into itand oh! The
bag paper inside had a coloured picture of Shri Krishna seated
at the front of a cheriot and directing morose and sorrowful
Arjuna to fight the battle. 1 carefully tore the bag and straightened
the picture and oh! the painter’s name happened to be Ved
Prakash and it was printed at Arunodaya Printing Press!!
Dnyaneshwari is an epic treatise on Bhagavadgeeta which is the
condensed light of the Vedas i. e. the picture in my hands was
the work of Ved Prakash i. e. the light of Vedas. The Geeta
is also referred to as the sun of knowledge that dispels darkness
of ignorance and the picture, which I received was printed at the
Arunodaya Printing Press i, €, sun-rise press. Further the picture
was an advertisement of a company which had given its address
as at Sant Bazar i. ¢. market of saints.
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. Readers| Please wonder at this most wonderful leela o
Shri Baba that He should get the ‘sapath started on Kartiki Vady,
Ekadashi, the day when devotees flock to Alandi to pay respect ¢
Dnyaneshwar, who penned Dnyaneshwari and that He shoy)g.
command me to read Dnyaneshwari on Shri Dnyaneshwar’g
Samadhi Day, On top of it all, Hé should make me reaq
Dnyaneshwari and ‘give me a picture depicting the scene relating
to Bhagawadgeeta just to confirm His cct_nr_mand on that day by
making me drop the plan of further visit to suburb so that |

could preserve the picture as a memento to this octcasinn of reading
Dnyaneshwari. Sai-Devotees, nothing is impossible when Shri §aj

_is commanding our ship. : ‘ . *
2 Shri A. K. Rasg)

.211332,'BPT Staff Quarters, Reynolds Road, Wadala (East),
-‘Bombay 400 037

COEAEEROBEDR0ODE

‘Truth 'is the Sheet Anflh?f'

. When ,Mahatma Gandhi was a student at school, he was
gripped by the story of Harishchandra., Influenced. by this, -he
chose the path of Truth in his public life, inspite of all hardships
and ‘sufferings. Harishchandra 'lost ‘everything but ‘would not tell
a lie to \?jshwamitra. The gods in the heavens applauded him,
A votary of truth is loved by 'God and humanity. -It may not
‘be possible for all to stick to Truth in daily life in every detail,
and bécomf: Harishchandras, but it isI possible to avoid telling lies
and uttering falsehoods to a very great extent. 'We become perfect
by degrees. L Ty w2 '
& | Late Saipadanand ‘Radhakrishna Swamiji
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On Pathway To Pradakshina

By :- Dr. K. B. Gavankar
Indira Niwas, Bombay Agra Road, Kurla, Bombay 400 070

I consider Shirdi as Pandharpur and Shree Sai Baba as
Lord Vithoba.

Let us go to Shirdi to meet Shree Saibaba - the fountain
of affection. Look at this new S. T. Bus Stand of Shirdi. Some
years back to réacp Shirdi, one had to get down at Kopargaon
Railway Station and from there one had to travel the distance of
eleven (11) miles in tonga to reach Shirdi., In the course of
time, transport facilities have developed fast and the pilgrimage
to Shirdi has become easier and more comfortable than before,

Let us get down at Shirdi in the early hours of the morning,
The goiden Kalash of Shree Saibaba’s Mandir is visible right
from the S, T. Stand. We now bow down to the dome in utter
reverence, On the 28th September 1952, i, e. Vijayadashmi day-
Dasara, this gold dome was mounfed on Samadhi Mandir by
Shree Parnerkar Maharaj.

Now we go round to take darshan of Shree Saibaba. One can
convert a sinner by showering affection on him. Shree Saibaba made
this as gospel of his teachings. The small plant of devotion of
the almighty, which he planted long ago, has grown abundantly,
The more his devotees enjoy the fruits, the more it will flourish.
In order to teach this gospel of love, Shree Saibaba had to incarnate,

Walk a few steps further and see on the left “Sainath
‘Hospital” constructed and conducted by the Sansthan Committee,
Beyond this on the other side of the highway there is a temple
of Shree Khandoba. It is the place where Shree Sai Baba appeared
first along with a Muslim wedding procession. Shree Bhagat
Mhalsapati, the priest of this temple, addressed him as *‘Saibaba™
and received him in front of the temple. Both smoked chilim,
Considering him to be a Muslim Fakir, Shri Mhalsapati directed
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Shree Baba to a mosque, where he was introduced to Shri
Kashiram Shimpy and Shri Appa Jagdale.

In the beginning there were two Mosques, one Dharmashala
.and two old wells at Shirdi. After some years the Sansthan
-Committee constructed some more buildings and added to the
beauty of Shirdi. There is a huge building of Post and Telegraphs
' =Sevadham built specially for big dignitaries, visiting the place,

To the left of the temple and near Lendi-baug, there are
stalls of flowers and prasad. Thisis another Mathura Vrindavan
spreading the joy and delight of the Lord’s association. We now
enter the Lendi-bag,

This garden was used by Baba for physical excretions, baths
as well as meditation, During the old days many trees of tasat, -
margosa etc. were growing in abundance in this garden.. A stream
called “*Old Lendi'’ runs through this garden dividing it into two
- parts. Shree Baba used tu throw silver coins' on the dry leaves
- floating in the stream,

An Ashwatha tree, the abode of Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh,
was planted by Shree Baba in this garden, It was planted as a
. dry branch; but subsequently it blossomed into life to form the
present big tree. A Nanda-deep was also erected and Shree Baba
used to pass hours after. hours there, Recently the Nanda-Deep
was renovated and a platform has been erected. With the help
of devotees and for their welfare, a well (Vapi) with steps has
been also constructed, Just opposite the Ashwath tree, we see
the Samadhi of *Shyam-Sunder”, Baba’s horse, It is beyond my
power and imagination to describe this garden, the baug, itself is
a stream of life, a fountain of love.

Now we come out of the Lendi-baug. To our left, we find
samadhis of departed devotees, old power-house, bath-rooms and
.latrines. Now we go straight = where cool drinking water is
"served by the Sansthan, ' ;

L]
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Just opposite Dixit-wada stands a wada formerly owned by
Mr. Sathe, Mr. Navalkar. It is at present in the possession, of
the Sansthan. By the side of this building we come aeross a
margosa tree and a Guru Padukas, It is the place where
the champion of the down-trodden, Shree Saibaba, appeared for
the first time, before settling in Shirdi. A hundred years ago
Shree Baba was seen sitting under this margosa tree by Shri
Nana Chopdar’s mother. Subsequently He disappeared for about
three years. When he returned to Shirdi to settle down there, he passed
some of his days in a mosque and some under this margosa tree.
Baba never disclosed where he came from or why he sat under
the margosa tree. However, the mystery was uncovered by a
man possessed by the spirit of Khandoba, who directed that he
practised penance at a place 12 feet deep below the tree, 'When
the place was dug, a room measuring 10x10, with Samayas
(Brass Lamps), tiger skin, and rosary of rudrakshas was discovered,
Shree Saibaba explained later that it was the place of his Guru,
placed his right hand on one of the branches of the margosa tree,
facing the east and said, This branch would abandon its bitterness
if his statement was true. It happened so within a trice.

The small temple has been constructed by the Committee
on the same spot, Similarly a great house and some chawls
have been constructed in the front and at the rear of this temple,
A small garden has been developed near this house. In the
interior of this temple, we can have darshan of the portrait of
Shree Saibaba, which was presented by Shree Saibaba himself to
Shri Megha, a devout devotce. There is a Shiva-Ling nearby
showing the Shiv bhakti of Megha, To the left of this temple,
we see the portrait of Shree Akkalkot Swami and the margosa tree,

After taking a round around the Guru Padukas, we approach
the Samadhi Mandir.

In front of the entrance of the Samadhi Mandir, a beautifuf
garden and an old village' temple of Shree Gajapan, Shani and.
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Shankar. with  Nandee . are, seen, , 'l;'mp situation gives a, glimpse
of India’s celestial Alkapurii One day some derveshis brought 3
sick tiger, tied. with  strong iron chains, before Shree Saibaba,
The ' moment Shree Saibaba ,and the tiger stared .at each other,
the tiger set himself free from the bondage, roared frantically,
jumped at the feet of Shree Saibaba, and breathed his last, He
was buried then. behind. Nandee and his Samadhi has been
constructed over it. » ;

A pl‘lmary School has been constructed by the Committee
bj? the side of Bhakta Nivas. When we go further we see old
school and the temple of Maruti, There are two idols in the
temple Once when Shree Saibaba was in jovial mood, He told
Shri Kakasaheb Dixit that they were his parents,

Now we proceed towards east and to our left is seen the
Chawdi. Village Court is an office of the Gram-panchayat.
The Chawdi is divided into two parts, Shree Baba used a part
of the room as his sleeping chamber, He used to sleep in
Chawdi on alternate days. Pictures of the Godheads are seen
fixed in these chambers. Today we see a portrait of Shree Sai-
baba as well as His padukas on the wooden sinhasan. Ladies
are strictly prohibited from entering the chamber. '

Let. us now visit Dwarkamai to see the venue of the divine
deeds .of Shree Saibaba. In order to appreciate those deeds, one
must have a clean mind, a clear vision and a broad perspective.
Our senses are windows of the mortal body through which the °
soul behoulds the infinite to infinite. The outlook from definite
to infinite; the outlook of the saints is different from that of the
scientists, who look from infinite to definite, The saints, who
sce from higher plane, behold the world as love-play of God,
while the ignorant who see from warldly plane, visualise that
God is intercepted by worldly Maya. This is incorrect, The
body, mindand intellect must concentrate on the Lord i. ¢, they must
become Paigamber (Path Guides) of self realisation. ST,
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At this particular corner of Dwarkamai, Shree Baba useéd
to accept namaskaras of devotees and before blessing devotees
He used to gaze at the sky and utter abuses, Then He used to
‘say, ““May Allah bless you'". This particular spot has become
'sacred to all devotees. Dwarkamai is considered by the learned
philosophers as a place, which opens the doors of four purusharthas,
i e. Dharma, Artha, Kaam and Moksha and four varnas i, e.
Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra,

There is a stone-slab in the mandap in front of Dwarkamai,
where Shree Baba used to sit. His padukas are kept om the slab
to remind us that the place is charged with the constant touch
of Shree Saibaba. |

There is a Tulshi-Vrindavan a symbol of Hindu-culture,a
wall where Shree Baba used to rest his hand and a pillar which
is leaning which is touched by all devotees. A chariot is'in the
next room Wwith the hearth near the pillar. Thus Dwarkamai
gives us an appearance of the abode of Lord Krishna.

Once during Shri Baba’s life~time an earthen pot was on the
hearth to cook the food for hundreds of devotees. The firewood
was burning. The liquid in the pot was boiling, Shree Saibaba
wanted 1o stir the mixture in the pot. He called Nana and told
him to do so. Shri Nanasaheb Chandorkar started searching for
a spoon, As soon as Baba realised that there was no spoon
available to stir the mixture the rolled up the sleeves of his Kafani
and plunged his hand upto his elbow in the boiling pot and stirred’
the mixture. When he removed his hand it was unburnt,

To the right of Dwarkamai there is a stone-seat where
Saibaba used to take bath, The wall opposite to the staircase
is the place of Allahmia. Turbati and Shawls (cloth pieces) were
offered at this place. We see Nanda-Deep to the left of Allahmia’s
Place. one gunny bag, containing wheat, is kept along with two
grinding stones near Nanda-Deep. In the right hand corner we
sce an earthen pot for drinking water, and a box containing Shri
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Baba’'s cﬁillims_. Another earthen pot for food, other earthenwares
and tumblers also are seen there.

On the spot, where Shri Nandalal (Baba) had heart to heart
talk with his devotees, where he distributed to his dear ones,
sweets, fruits, etc. with his own bhand, ‘is a life size portrait of
Baba in the huge ‘Devhara’. A chillim and padukas are displayed
at the bottom of this portrait, A railing is constructed around
the photo. The fire He lit long ago is kept incessantly burning
in Dwarkamai, the ashes from which are called his blessed Udi.
His robes (Kafnis) are very well preserved in the cupboard nearby.

The articles which are now exhibited in Dwarkamai remind
us of our beloved Baba. They do touch our heart and give us

heavenly happiness, which makes us aware of Bhav-Shakti as
distinct from Vastu-Shakti, In Shirdi we receive Vastu-Shakti
because of the omnipresence of dear Baba.

(to be continued)

= e e ]

" Abodes of God and Moral Law

Temples or mosques or churches,..... I make no distinction
between these different abodes of God. They are:what faith has
made them. They are an answer to man’s craving somehow to.
reach the Unseen.

The highest moral law is ... that we should unremittingly
work for the good of mankind. When once we have grasped
this vital truth, all other laws of morality will stand self-revealed.

Mahatma Gandhi

&



Nunneries in India

In India women have often shown Kkeen interest in the
religious pursuit, Since time immemorial there were women,
who tried to follow the spiritual ideals and led a life of austerities.

Hnwcw';-.r, we find that there were some amongst them, who
tried to realise God, while leading a house-holder’s life, while
there were others, that endeavoured to make spiritual attainments,
living a life of renunciation,

Information about women, that were married and followed
the ideals of religious life, is very scanty in the Vedic times; but
when we come to the Upanishadic period, we come across the
names of women, who led the life of an ascetic. We may quote
the example of the wife of Yajnavalkya, who was interested in
the philosophical discussion. The name of Gargi is also mentioned
as a religious teacher.

There is abundance of saintly women in the epic period.
Ramayana mentions the names of Anusuya, who was a great
Yogini,. She retired to the forest, giving up all worldly pursuits.
Mandodari, Tara and Sita reveal spiritual greatness.

Mahabharata presents us with great ideals of Indian woman.
hood, Lives of Gandhari, Kunti, Draupadi, Damayanti and
.Savitri were the embodiments of these high ideals.

The mention of spiritually advanced women is not wanting
in the Puranas. In the Markandeya Purana, there is a
reference to Madalasa, who possessed highest spiritual wisdom.
Devahuti was another great worhan, who had reached heights of Y oga.

P Regarding the nuns, we find early reference in the Upanishadic

‘period, In the times of the Upanishadas, tliere were some women
‘who, discarding the worldly career, preferred the life of asceticism,
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'Nuns existed in  Indian society, though in small numbers, even
before the rise of Buddhism, There was a growing tendency
towards asceticism and marriage was regarded as incompatible
with spiritual life, _

It is, however, with the rise in Buddhism and Jainism, that
we find for the first time saintly women’s organisation modelled
on the lines of that of men,

L

In the present century, new movements have been started
for the cultural awakening of women in different parts of India,

Efforts for the cultural revival of women were made by the
Ramkrishna Mission in South India and Bengal. Shri Sharada
' Ashram was founded by'the Ramkrishna Mission at Ottapalam in
‘South India, in the year.1948. It came into being due to the
“efforts of Swami Nirmalananda, a disciple of Shri Ramkrishna.
A few girls were trained by the Swami in the spiritual path,
Later on, they dedicated their lives to the pursuit of spiritual ideals.

- The aim of the aforesaid institution is to afford facility for
women to lead a monastic life. They live a life of renunciation.
“They are all the time engaged in Sadhana, with God-realisation
as their goal. They practise devotion and Raja Yoga and Karma
Yoga also,

The Sharadapeeth was founded by the Ramkrishna Mission
at Calcutta, in Bengal, in the year 1954, This was shifted, later
on, to Dakshineshwar. It is exclusively meant for women, who
intend to spend their life in spiritual pursuit, observing celibacy.
‘The daily programme in the Ashram consists of worship, scriptural
study and a life of meditation. Religious classes are held weekly,
and there is a special Namsankirtan done on Ekadashi days.

The ashram is managed by the nuns themselves with some
‘help from the Belur ‘Math, They also manage the sister Nivedita
Girls’ School, Matribhavan and women’s welfare centre in Calt:uttp-
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The Brahma Kumaris Ishwariya Vishwa Vidyalaya was,,
founded about the year 1940 in Sindh, by Swami Narayan. The
ashram was afterwards shifted to Mt. Abu in Rajasthan. It has
got its branches all over India. Divine Mother is the spiritual
as well as institutional head of the ashram.

The ashram consists of Brahmacharinis, known as Brahma
Kumaris, They are imparted the knowledge of yoga, and spiritual
discipline. The main object is to create a band of Brahma
Kumaris for the dissemination of spiritual knowledge.

Shree Ma Anandamayee Kanyapeeth was founded at Varanasi,
in the year 1938. It isa residential school for young girls, that
live the life of ashramites,

The chief object of the, above institution is to guide the
students to the understanding of the duties of a woman according
to the Indian ideal, and the observance of strict Brahmacharya.
The institution aims at the combination of the teachings of the
modern curriculum with the ancient ideals, taught in the Guru’s home,

Brahma Vidya Mandir was founded at Pavnar in the Wardha
district in the state of Maharashtra by Shri Vinobaji Bhave, in
1959. The Ashram consists of Brahmacharinis, who possess a
jpiritual bent of mind.

The main objective of this ashram is to collect a band of
Brahmacharinis, and to train them in doing spiritual sadhana in
order to create out of them women-seers, '

e

The inmates of the above ashram are kept busy practically
the whole day, They are engaged in singing Aarti, reading of
scriptures and meditation or prayers. Besides it, they study
_ sanskrit under the supervision of a learned Pundit. Shri Vinobaji
guides ‘them in spiritual matters. The inmates devole a part of
their time for doing spinning and fieldwork,

(Continued on page 23)



Gurupouﬂ-ﬁmﬁ F estivalb at Shirdi

My Dear Sai Devotee,

L]
| would be grateful if you, with your family and friends.
as usual, join us in celebrating the Guru Pournima Festival
at Shirdi from 26-7-80 to 28-7-80 both days inclusive :

Detailed programme is as under :-

26-7-80 (Saturday)

5.15 a. m. Kakad Ari
- 6.00 ,, Procession of
Shri Sai Baba's.
Photo & Pothi from
Samadhi Mandir
to Dwarakamai
Starting of
Parayan of Shri
Sai Satcharita
Holy bath of Shri
Saj Baba and
Devotional Music
Collective Abhishek

630 .,
6.30 .

800 .
5.15 8. m. Kakad Arti
6.00 .. Procession of

. Shri Sai Baba’'s
Photo and Pothi
from Dwarkamai
to Samadhi Mandir
Holy.bath of Shri
Sai Baba and, .
Devotional Music

Public Auction of
Shri Sai Baba's

630

. a'w &

8.00 ,, Public Auction of
Shri Sai Baba's
Clothes by way
of Prasad

12.00 Noon Mid-day Arti and
Prasad

4,30 p. m. Pravachan or

; Kirtan
700" 5 Dhuparti
730 Programmes by
] Artists
9.30 ,,  ‘Palkhi’ Procession
11.00 .. Shejarti

27-7-80 (Sunday) Shri Guru Pournima Day

Clothes by way of
Prasad

8.00 .. Collective Abhishek
12.30 Noon Mid-day Arti and
Prasad
4.30 p. m. Kirtan
7.00 . Dhuparti
9.15 p. m. Rath (Chariot)
Procession.
10.00 ,, Programmes by
~ Artists

_* Mandir will remain open ’fur the whole night for Darshan.
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PR 28-7-80 (Monday)
606 a. m. Holy bath of 11.00: ,, Kala Kirtan and
) ' Shri Sai Baba Dahihandi
7.30 . Rudrabhishek in Programme
Ay Gurusthan 12.00 Noon Mid-day Arti and
8.00 ,, ~Collective Abhishek Prasad
800 ,,  Public Auction of | 7.00 p. m. Dhuparti
Shri Sai Baba's 7.30 ,, Programmes by
Clothes by way Artists
of Prasad 10.00 ,, Shejarti

The programme is subject to change according to
convenience.
Yours Sincerely.
K. H. KAKRE
; Court Receiver,
Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, Shirdi

P W P e e e e e e e e e e et W W e By o e
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(Continued from page 21) y

Shri Upasani Kanya Kumari Sthan was founded by Shri Upa-
sani Baba in ’the year :1932. He realised fthe 'spiritual potentia-
lity of women and hs was fully .convinced that if given an
opportunity, they will not only elevate themselves but redeem. the
society. With this objective in view, he founded the Kanya
Kumari Sthan, . The number of Kanyas here is nearly 45. They
belong to the different parts of India. A definite and planned
curriculum is laid out for them, which they carry out very rigidly.
They are absorbed in aarti, bhajap, namasmaran and prayers
throughout the whole day. Occasionally they perform Yagnas,
which is a noteworthy feature of this Ashram, After the passing
away of Shri Upasani Maharaj, Shri Godavari Mataji is continuing
the work of cultural awakening, | *

I

| Dr. S. N. Tipnis
Shn Upasani Kanya Kumari Sthan, Sakori, 'Taluka Kopargaon
' Dist : Ahmednagar,



SAI-RAMANA -

To sing Sai Baba's divine sport is a part of my spiritual
discipline. All saints are one, and an example is better than
precept. Acharya E. Bharadwaj authored recently a  lucidly
written and thematically divided book on Sai Baba under an
apt title, “Sai Baba The Master”, 1 am reproducing hereunder.
from this book (Pp. 370 and 371) a factual incident which conﬁrms
Sai Baba is all, Saints:

“Smt. Susheeladevi and Shri Bhatkal were devotees of
Bhagavan Ramana Maharshi and considered Him as their Guru.
At the time of Bhagavan’s Mahasamadhi, they were in Switzerland
.and could not take His last " Darshan'. A fortnight afterwards,
when they arrived in Madras, they were approached by some
devotees of Sai Baba for the construction of a Sai Mandir. Smt,
Bhatkal told them that her Guru was Bhagavan and she had to
go to Tiruvannamalai first. The devotees said that Shri Ramana
and Sai Baba were not different from each other and assured
her that she would realize it if she visited Shirdi. She went to
Shirdi on 3-3.1953. There at Gurusthan, she and her fellow-
devotee Smt. Dongre had a vivid darshan of SHRI RAMANA
MAHARSHI in SAl BABA’s photograph. She was immensely
pleased with the *“Darshan™ and stayed at Shirdi for seven days
and read *‘Shri Sai Satcharita®. | *

T. R. Anand
‘Flat 3, Block S-14, Gumur Math Housing Estate,
P. O. Sarangabad-743 319 (West Bengal)

#
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To \ Dated ' 8th May 1980

Respected Shri K. H. Kakre

Editor, Shri Sai Leela

Receiver, Shirdi Sansthan (Shirdi)

Sai Niketan, 804-B, Dr, Ambedkar Rd.,
Dadar Bombay - 400 014

Sai Ram,

With Baba’s blessings and to seek your blessings and guidance

I, on behalf of all local devotees of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi,
bring to your kind notice the following information :-

Sai Informuation Centre of Sai Prachar Kendra came into-
existence on Ram Navmi day 24.3-80 to preach and spread Baba’'s
teachings among the people of Punjab in general and Chandigarh
in particular,

L3

Weekly programmes of Kirtan and discourses on the life of
Shirdi ke Sai Baba are being held regularly c¢n Sundays at
different places which are being volunteered by devotees at their
homes. The programmes are published in two local dailies in
their ‘Engagements’ columns,

Popularity of above programmes can be judged from the
ever increasing attendance of devotees every week attributed
mainly to selfless devotees viz Sarvshri I. P. Mehta, Bhagwan
Dass Juneja, J. P. Khanna, J. K. Puri, Khurana, Mrs. Prem
Gupta and Mrs. Arora. Every devotee gets a chance to
speak or sing.

This centre has made life~size portraits, in colour, showing
Babaji in different poses and other Kirtan apparatus, which is
carried to the place of Kirtan every week, Shri Baba’s photos
and calendars etc, are distributed free of cost by this centre and
other items and books, being procured from Shirdi Sansthan, are
sold at cost price. These items are duly displayed at a show-
window in this centre.
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This centre has no programme to accept any donations
from the devotees, becausf ,ve do not have any project where
money is required. The petty expenses, including free distribution
of Baba's photos, are being met by the undersigned, who has
pledged to spend a part of his income in Baba's Prachar and to
feed the poor hungry souls. There is some Arti collection which
is being sent to the Sai Temple Garkhal (Kasauli) H. P. duly
accounted for.

We have been encouraged by the local devotees in general
and Shri R. S, Chitnis (of Delhi) in particular, to start thinking
of Sai Baba's Temple here similar to the one at New Delhi and
Garkhal (H. P.). It is unanimously proposed to form a body
with a name “Shirdi Sai Samaj" under the presidentship of Shri
B. D. Juneja, I. P. Mehta with the assistance of Shri J. K. Puri
as Secretary and J. P, Khanna as Prachar Secretary, The above
proposed body is already in close contact with the Sai Sudha Sabha
(Regd.) Garkhal (H.'P.) and will continue to do so6 till the last
phase of the temple (installation of Baba's marble statue) is over.

With kind regards,

Yours truly,
J. P. Khanna

Sai Infurmatmn Centre, S. C. F. 18, Sector 19-D
Chandigarh 16009

e



Dated 8-3-1980

Dear Shri Kakre,

Last Saturday, I was at Shirdi and you were kind enough
to spare 1/2 an hour for me, I sincerely thank you for the same.

It was a Holi Day and I could get a chance to perform
Shri Sai Satyanarayan pooja as well as Abhishek, These two
rituals really developed a sort of pleasure and satisfaction. The
atmosphere at Shirdi was also satisfactory for me. I could nét
locate anything at Shirdi, which I read in news~papers; but I
observed discipline and encouraging atmosphere, 1 narrated this
report to H. H. Shri Sadguru Anand Baba and respectable Shri
Kakaji, President Satsang, Maharashtra.

H. H. Shri Sadguru Anand Baba has expressed his satisfaction
over the report and asked me to convey his blessings as well as
good wishes to you. Shri Kakaji of Satsang also expressed his
satisfaction over report given by me,

The magazine of Sai Baba called *Saileela” is popular in
Marathi community due to blessings of Shri Sai Baba; but 1 feel
that some aspects are still neglected. Teachings of Baba are of
utmost importance; but it is concentrating mainly on miracles. But
even in miracles, there are some valuable principlcs hidden behind
them, These principles are like jyoti to disciples. However, I
stop here and request you to reply if you can spare some time.

Last but not the least 1 thank you for your co-operation
at Shirdi. Please convey, if possible, my regards to Shri. Pathak,
Office Supdt. Shri Modi and others,

Dr. A, K. Pathak
Pathak Wadi, 174, Aarey Road, Goregaon, (East) Bombay 63



Thoughts to Ponder-Over

‘With whatever wealth and happiness we have been bestowed
upon, that is only and only for us and not for any one else. This
sort of foul and evil thinking (sfag w=AT) is dangerous to
human - life. On the contrary if we s'art thinking
that with whatever things God Sri Sai has blessed me is for all,
whether it is wealth, happiness, pleasures and joy-these all things
should never be restricted or limited to self alone. Invite and
allow others too, to enjoy the same. This very sincere feeling
(s3maar) must be created within us.

I must be in service of every one and should never deny
or never try to escape from these moral duties of human beings,
Otherwise these worldly things will positively disquiet me and
then I will wander here and there due to lack of peace. This
particular sense of understanding can be met amongst all those,
whom we call as a pious devotee, saint, or incarnation of God,

TH &g [ar agar afe !

God does exist in various forms but the aim is one,

R o Afa eyl
FEUERT at o ||

(He manifests in uvarious forms, stiil he is only one).

Get absorbed in meditation of any form of God. Stick to
that particular form alone just like a leech. Try to obtain shelter.
of His lotus-flourishing feet by chanting His holy name all the
while, This will positively remove impurity of your he_aft and
mind and will make it more and more pure. Then alone
concentration can be attained. Concentrate ourselves on Him and
Him alone. Undoubtedly it is the matter of courage, faith,
patience and great length of time; but the stage comes when
detachment about all these worldly affairs does occur, Selfishness
vanishes, ‘‘a1g aegrien’’ starts being felt,
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Then to such personality nothing except God or His
remembrance remains in this world,

What a pity that the writer of these lines has not ever
walked on this charming path that makes one to reach the holy
destination. The writer is still absorbed in worldly pleasures,
enjoyments and sinful activities partially or fully.

To instruct others is rather simple,

To write about religious matters in philosophical way is
more and more simple; but it is too difficult to behave accordingly.

I find that I myself can’t remain adherant to the above
teaching strictly. 4

Dr. Anil Jaiswal
M. B. B. S, M, R, S, H., (London),
Shri Sai Clinic, Chitar Oal, Nagpur-2.

OMNIPRESENT SAl

It was on 3rd Feb, 1980, I, with my wife Meera, had
lodged in a house of a Sai devotee, at Orai (Dist-Jalowne, U. P.).
It is our daily programme to sing bhajans in the evening from
6-00 p. m. to 8.00 p, m. and then, to take supper or have milk
after the Aarti’.

As usual we had sat for singing bhajans in the small temple
in the house. All the Sai devotees had come in time for singing
the bhajans. As the singing of bhajan was to start after a short
while, we were talking about the miracles of Saibaba. Just at
the same time, all of a sudden an old man with white beard,
saffron coloured clothes, and a staff in his hand came in without
anybody's permission, and sat amongst us. The inhabitants of
the house, where we had lodged, were the devotees of Satya Sai
Baba as well as the Saibaba of Shirdi. We started chatting with
that old man, We asked him how, and wherefrom he had come
and who told him that there was singing of bhajan in that house,
Thereupon the old man replied that a clerk in the P. W, D,
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office had told him that there was a bhajan programme at the
lawyer’s house and so he had gone to A, D. M.’s house, but he
did not like to speak there anything and hence he had come to
this house and was glad to see us,

Then the old man began to tell about the great saints and
yogies. [Even though no yogi or saint used to call my wife as
‘Beti” and *Munni’, my wife could not help laughing when this
old man called her ‘Beti’, She then remembered that whenever
Saibaba had come in incarnation before us, he used to address
her as ‘Beti'. Thereupon the old man said, *Beti, I have used
different languages in different states. 1 have to speak Gujarathi,
Punjabi, Hindi and English. When he had told this, the lawyer’s
wife asked him about his food; but the old man said he would
take neither food nor milk, when she asked him whether he would like
to take tea, he said, “If it is quite essential, I will take,”” Then he
had tea with us. My wife gave him apple and guava, He said,
“l am an old man of eighty without any teeth. How can 1 eat
these fruits? I eat fruits of love only if anybody speaks to me
with affection.” Then he asked me for how long 1 was to stay
there, I replied, *““As long as Sai Baba orders me to stay, I
shall stay.” Then he said that he would go and saying *Good-
Bye’ he stroked on my wife's'back. Then he began to walk on
his way out without any word to anybody else in that house.
As he went upto the doorway, he said that he had forgotten his
staff in the temple. So my wife went back to the temple to
fetch it, Just.at this time, Jyoti, a girl in that house, asked him
when he would come back. Then he said, “Where am I going
at all? I am always in that temple; but you are unable to notice
me there, I am there in your heart, If you call me with
affection, I will come,”” Saying thus he went into the street and
blessiag us both, said ‘Good-Bye’ and disappeared. We all came
back to the temple and started discussing about that man. lam
sure that the old man, who came to our house that day, was
none else than Omnipresent Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi, *

Sri Swami Sanjayanand, Badrinath Himalaya.



'SAINT GADGEMAHARA)
By Dr. S. D. Parchure M, A., Ph, D,

( Continued from June 1980 issue)

There was Kumbhamela at Haridwar. Shri Gadgemaharaj
was to perform a keertan there. Hence Shri Maharaj started
from Rinamochan in his car. He reached Haridwar in good
time and returned from there after performing the keertan on the
day fixed for that purpose. As this was a good opportunity to
visit north India, many people were accompanying Shri Maharaj
on his tour to Haridwar, The car was therefore almost overloaded.
On the way back, the car came alright; but at distance of about
stwentyfive miles from Dewas, one tyre of the car burst and the
car overturned. All were hurt to a certain extent; but through
good luck, there were no ,casualties in this accident, When all
the people came out of the car and were waiting on the road,
one truck was seen going towards Dewas. Henee Shri Maharaj
got into it and came to Rajurwadi near Dewas. At this place
there lived a gentleman, named Mohite, who was a devotee of
Shri Maharaj., On knowing that Shri Maharaj has come to
Rajurwadi, S8Shri Mohite went. for his darshan, When
Shri Mohite knew from Shri Maharaj about the accident, he
sent his own truck to the site of the accident, In the meanwhile,
the car which had turned topsy-turvy was put on the wheels
with the help of the village peoplé and the tyre of the car,
which had burst, was replaced. The car of Shri Maharaj and
the truck thereafter started for Dewas, One Mang from Nanded,
who used to play on the Shehnai, was in the group, which
accompanied Shri Maharaj to Haridwar. After the car was
repaired, it started towards Dewas and Shri Mohite's truck
followed the car, The aforesaid Mang was sitting in the truck
at the Starting point; but at some intervening place, he changed
over and sat in the car in which Shri Maharaj was sitting. After
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both the vehicles travelled a little distance, the Mang fell from
the car. The truck and, the cdr were moving at a brisk speed.
Hence on falling from the car, the Mang was badly hurt
Because the truck driver was alert, he stopped the truck
immediately and noticed that the Mang was bruised to a great
extent. All the people got down, picked up the Mang, placed
him in the truck and the car and the truck hurried up towards
Dewas The condition of the Mang appeared to be serious and
hence Shri Maharaj got him admitted to the hospital at Dewas
immediately. Because of the serious condition of the Mang, it
was necessary for someone to attend to him by night and Shri
Maharaj decided to wait by his bedside during the night. On
coming to know about the decision of Shri Maharaj to attend in
person, Shri Mohite offered to make all the arrangements for
attending to the patient. Shri Maharaj however said, ““Inspite
of your arrangements, I will have to remain present in the
hospital, because he is our man,”

After replying to Shri Mobite in that fashion, Shri Maharaj

remained by the bedside of the Mang during that night and
~ continued to do so night after night; but all human efforts and
the medical treatment were not of any avail. Ultimately the
Mang succumbed to his wounds and he had to be cremeted at
- Dewas! After the funeral was over, Shri Maharaj immediately
left Dewas and straight went to Nanded via Indore. He met
the wife and children of the Mang and consoled them in the
same fashion in which an elderly person in a household would do,
He also gave them clothes, utensils and hundred rupees in cash
and then left Nanded. It will be seen from the above incident
that though Shri Maharaj had renounced his family for achieving
the good of the society, still he was quite alive to the woes of
the family people and his soft heart used to melt away at the
sight of grief, ' '

On some occasions Shri Maharaj used to be grave and used
to review his own behaviour. Once Shri Maharaj was at the
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native village of late Shri Bhausaheb Hire for keertan. After
reaching there, Shri Maharaj as usual swept clean; the place
where the keertan was proposed to be held, He then called
out all the people, who accompained him and just asked them
to sit under a tree. He then stood up and delivered the following
speech to the gathering, *‘We all stay together day after day.
You may be under the impression that you are staying with me;
but it is not correct, [ am staying with you all! You all know
my merits and demerits. Because of the favour of all of you,
I am leading this life of a social reformer, It is because of the
belp and houvour that you are giving to me, that I am strutting
about as a “Sadhu". If you were not to do it, who would
have given any value to me? [ would have been totally worthless
if you were not to become my followers. | am occupying a high
position in the minds of the people because of you. People call
- me Debujibuwa, Gadgebuwa, Latakebuwa because of my sincere
followers like you !

After addressing the audience in this manner, Shri Maharaj
requested them all to go to their respective job. This review of
his own life, taken by Shri Maharaj, shows very clearly his
humble attitude towards others and absence of any ego in him
or high flown ideas about his greatness.

The first work that Shri Maharaj accomplished, was the
construction of the ghat on the Poorna river at Rinamochan.
This work made him known among the philanthropists all over
Maharashtra. Therefore none of his works thereafter had to
wait for want of funds. Money started pouring for his works
from all over, Shri Maharaj had a dynamic personality. He was
very active and whenever any project would sprout in his mind,
he would never stop or rest until the project was completed,
Because of this constant toil, Shri Mahkaraj was continuously
building dharmashalas, rest houses and sucb other institutions of
public interest, After the completion of all these institutions,
tbey had to be run and for that purpose honest and selfless
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workers were necessary, Shri Maharaj usually picked up such
persons and they did the work of the institutions with interest. The
people working in these institutions were normally loyal to Shri
Maharaj and hid great regard for him; but human nature s
varied, All people are not alike. Some people some times used
to speak something out-of-the way about Shri Maharaj. Some-
times such talks used to reach the ears of Shri Maharaj. He
would then bear that in mind and after sometime he would see
that the person concerned was retorted properly.

One such incident happened about one trustee of the
dharmashala at Nasik. This trustee was a bit cunning. Before
Shri Maharaj, he would behave very humbly; but at his back.
this trustee would speak something, which would raise doubt in
the mind of the listener about the honesty and fidelity of Shri
Maharaj. Once this trustee said, **So many people are joining
the fold of Shri Maharaj with implicit faith in him; but he
simply is making them work by giving them only food to eat.
He does not give them any money over and above that.”

Somebody pricked the years of Shri Maharaj and told him
about this talk of that trustee, The statement of the trustee was
not correct. Shri Maharaj never took undue advantage of anybody's
economic position. He sent every one on work with a definite
understanding that he would get certain salary as the institution
could afford. This salary was being regularly paid to all
employees after deducting certain amount for their food. This
amount was being deposited by these employees in banks for
which they had their own passbooks. Under these circumstances
therefore Shri Maharaj decided to teach a lesson to that trustee.

Once when a meeting of the trustees of the dharamashals
at Nasik was called, Shri Maharaj went there. He had also
arranged to call a number of employees from that dharmashala
at the time of the meeting. On arrival of Shri Maharaj at the
place of the meeting, the concerned trustee welcomed Shri Maharaj
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and showed him all honour, Shri Maharaj also in his turn
enquired about the arrangements at the dbarmashala and the
trustee replied that the work of the dharmashala was going
on smoothly and without any hindrance. After this formal talk,
Shri Maharaj kept quiet and he did not give an inkling to the
trustee about his intention to clarify about his malicious talk.

As soon as the meeting of the trustees started, the employees
came there as per instructions of Shri Maharaj. On seeing them,
Shri Maharaj feigned ignorance about their having come there
on invitation and he asked them all to sit, Then addressing them
he said, “Well, I want you all to speak without any pressure or
without any fear., Please let me know whom I have deceived
and brought here without his consent or his willingness ™

On seeing that all kept quiet and that noboy would speak
out a word. Shri Maharaj again said, “Why don’t you reply?
Do not be afraid. Speak without fear. Tell all the facts™.
Even after this appeal, nobody uttered a word, so Shri Maharaj
further asked, “Well now tell me; who works here without
any remuneration 7*

On this question one employee said, “No one Maharaj."”
Shri Maharaj further asked, **Does everyone here get his salary
or not?'"" The unanimous reply came *‘Yes Maharaj, everyone
gets his salary.” *“What do you do about the extra money which
you save, over and above your food 7' Shri Maharaj asked.

“We save that money and deposit it in the bank” came the
reply. On getting this reply Shri Maharaj questioned further.
“Have you brought your passbooks?"

“Yes Maharaj. Here are our passbooks,” Replied the
Yemplyees and they produced them before the meeting.

After this proof was produced before the meeting, Shri
Gadgemaharaj said, ““You are saying like this; but one of our
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trustees here says that I am deceiving you all. I am taking
your labour without paying you anything, free of charge”.

All the employees thereafter said im one voice, ‘‘Maharaj,
this is not correct, We do not work on mere food. We are
getting our wages regularly and no one can accuse anybody of
doing injustice to us.”

When all this was going on, that particular trustee, who
was doing the back-biting, hung his head down like a culprit
and all other trustees were looking aghast as lhey_did not know
the background of the whole episode.

Shri  Gadgemaharaj just cast a look at the trustee, about
whom he had got the report and from his downcast head, Shri
Maharaj knew that he must have learnt a lesson for his life.
He therefore immediately left theé meeting along with the employees
telling the trustees to carry on their scheduled meeting

. Shri Gadgemaharaj was very strict about his behaviour,
Our readers will remember that even when he had to go for
making purchases, he never kept the money with him. It was
kept with someone, who accompanied him. He did not even
allow his wife or daughter to take undue advantage of the
residence at the dharmashalas put up by him. As far as he was.
concerned, he never spent a pice out of the public money for his
personal needs; but when the people started casting aspersions
against such a noble soul, with a clean state, it was quite natural
that he should get enraged and this is what happened to Shri
Gadgemaharaj in this case.

(to be continued)



His Unseen Blessings

1 got my B, Sc. (Hons) degree from the University of
Bombay in 1944, With a view to joining textile industry, I
obtained a Diploma in Chemical Technology from Kala Bhavan,
Vadodara in 1947.

In June, 1 went to Ahmedabad; the Manchester of India.
For a couple of days, I surveyed the various avenues to explore
the possibility of the entry into the dyeing and bleaching depart-
ment of some textile mill, but no fruitful outcome resulted, even
after strenous efforts. The strongest heat of those days, plus the
negations from all the directions were frustrating.

I stayed with. my uncle, who was a teacher, during those
days, 1 used to tell him the resuls of my huntings for a paltry job.

One night he told me, ‘“Mahesh, why don’t you try to
enter our profession? You know your grandfather was a teacher,
your father is also a teacher. It is therelcre worthwhile to
follow the heritage.” | simply remained quiet ina dilemma of “To
be or Not to bel” On my silence, he issued the following sermon,

“Don’t entertain an idea that education is a non-challenging
field. You will work with your younger generations. You will
thereby maintain your youthful spirits with them. This will keep
you ever young. India of tomorrow will need the visions of
good teachers to guide the patterns of life of the coming gene-
ration......."" He dragged on this touching soliloquy and my
heart, against all my wishes, throbbed with the melody of “To be"’.

The very evening, a teacher-like man, clad in handwashed
khadi kurta, dhoti and acap,came to my uncle. He was jn search -
of a suitable person for the post of a science teacher in
Praveensinhje High School, Santrampur, a princely state in the
interior of Panchmahal District,
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My uncle called me and introduced me to the visitor saying,
*He is my nephew and is a B, Sc.”” He shunted off the diploma
from my degree. At the same time my uncle, very lovingly,
advised me to try for the coveted post at a place thirty two
miles interior to the nearest flag station ‘Sant Road’ on
Baroda-Dohad-Delhi line.

I still fail to reconcile how I agreed to undergo the ordeal.
I left Ahmedabad, on that very night with that young teacher-
seeker from the princely state, unknown to me, by a passenger
train, leaving Ahmedabad at 23-00 hours. We reached Baroda
at 0-3 hours from where we were supposed to catch Deharadun
express in the early morning, We passed our time on a bench

with intermittent doses of naps.
: \

. When the express steamed in, after about an hour, we drove
the hazy alaap out of our eyes and boarded the train, We got
seats with an advantage of the vicinity of a window.

The moving train brought fresh breezes. We could recover
a part of the lost sleep at intervals.

For me it was a first ride on this section of railway line,
so I told my escort to awaken me quite ahead of our destination.
In fact he had passed two sleepless nights in connection with
the search of a teacher,

No doubt he awakened me; but a shade too far, for the
train had already taken a jerky start and was gaining momentum
from the Sant Road Station, where we were supposed to land, I
managed to take a dash and actually landed on the ground level
road, My mathematics of built up platform proved wrong and I
was actually thrown out and fell flat on no man’s land, |
could faintly hear the rattlings of the wheels and I saw my
escort in the action of following my suit; but fortunately he was

dragged in by the fellow passenger telling him, “He will die; but
you should not”,
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There was no one on the platform and I was trying to lift
my body. My first attempt failed me. The station Master’s
Office was quite away. With the office closed and in the faint
light of the dusk I could see no one coming for my rescue; but
suddenly I felt the blissful touch of someone. I gazed through
the eyes of a hurt man. He gave his grip and raised me up
saying in a very divine tone, “Rise, my son,” I stood up as a
fresh man and moved to the exit gate: but, a flash moved me in
the other direction with a view to saluting the man, who had
saved me, but alas! He was not there, I had an indelible
impression of His glorious face, his dress and the child-like smile
He bestowed upon me. 1 searched and searched; but no trace
was found.

Three years passed after this, Once when I was strolling
on the roads of Baroda, I saw a framed photograph of the divine
man, who had rescued me on that day, From that time, I knew
that He was Shirdi Sai Baba and till this day His unseen touch,
His blessings, I experience in every walk of my life. His blessings
will ever low on me, my family and on all the devotees, who
look to Him with faith undefined, wunlimited, and with all
the patience. w

Maheshbhai Vaishnav
Dy. Chairman Gujarat Secondary Education Board,

Gandhinagar, 382023



Some Cardinal And Vital Truths

We should have a superb control over ourselves, and face
:all allments, frustrations and tribulations with serenity and without
any_ murmer, It is our inner faith in our great master, that
makes us feel the presence of a silver lining in the darkest clouds.
‘When we are ailing, we must exert to get strong, and approach
.our suffering with an unbending, and optimistic determination,
It is the memory of our past happmess. that makes our present.
misery all the more woeful. ) '

We should not allow our mind to roam about almlcssly,
and pester us with our failings. '

Life is the greatest gll‘t of God to man. Jt is equipped
with trinity of ‘tools to help a person not to succumb to pains,
SOTTOWS, dlseases, and defeat, The trinity is Conscience the
vigilant corrective, and warning counsellar, the Heart, the prin-
cipal channel of compassion, tenderness, and sympathy, and the
Brain, the seat of intelligence, that regulates the working of
emotions to the realities of life. It directs our actions, and
reveals to us the forces, under the surface of a prnblem It
enables us to accept life in its true prespective- spemally in its
relation to old age, One never thinks, one will grow old. But
age starts creeping on an individual, and makes it graduallly
felt. Apges differ, when its effect is pronounced. In the case of
an average aged person, he feels its effect more strongly through
the onset of diseases, their multiplication, and weakness of physical
strength to resist such maladies. But such lapses, retardations
and decline are the wages of longevity, of a span of life beyond
the normal.

Even then it is worthwhile to live, Life in this world is a
mixture of joys, achievements, satisfaction, sorrows, unfulfilments
and failures, which is a reality and cannot be ignored.
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By their very stress, the storms of human life awaken into
action man's dorment powers. By employing them properly a’
man develops the capacity both to still the storm within himself,
and to render effective aid to the storm- ridden fellowmen,

About life after death or death after life, although we do
not know much, it is conclusively proved, that the fear of death
is. absolutely wrong, because in fact, it is only an incident in an
endless life, It is to be viewed with equanimity, and with a
calm serenity, because it opens the gateway to a fuller and more’
glorious existence. Truly speaking death frees us from physical
limitation. Hence, it is an episode, not a tragedy; and a joy to
thuse, who have lived the true and unselfish life.

If we count our joys and sorrows, we would find that the
total of the former is decisively bigger than the latter,” We should
_ maintain our interest in Ill:, and 1ts affairs, hut at the same time,
we shouid not lose sight of our great master, a true guide, and,
remember Him in all our actions, so as to avoid any evil, or.
injuring anybody. We must share others’ sorrows and help the
needy. If we want to become happy, we must make, others. feel
happy, because it is in the giving that we receive.

All men are not born equally good, and in their dispcnsi‘ng
comes the hand of destiny, which in other words is the etfect of
our past actions. We must know, that Geod, the unbiased,
dispenser of perfect justice, expects us to be content with our
present and as such His will must prevail.

We must have an unflinching faith in the theory of
KARMA, Every action has a past, which‘leads up to it. Every
action has-a future, which:proceeds fromit. An action implics
& desire, which prompted it, and a thought, » which shaped. it, as
well as a visible movement, to which the name of act is usually
confined. Each action is a link in an endless chain of cause.
and cffect,
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‘ Adversity introduces a man to himself. If God brings us
intu_ deep waters, it is not meant to drown vs, but to cleanse us.:

It is not learning or intelligence, but it is love, that inspires
a man to be a true devotee of the Lord. To remember Him
only is to solve the riddle of life and death, Faith does not
need any argument,

~ Undoubtedly thus:' whom we love, and who have passed
away, we are bound to meet them because the union is sure,
where affection exists. In fact love is stronger than death.

Man has the power to pull the sting out of misery, Troubles
ind difficulties are the testing challenges to a person, and &
cleansing and purgatory exercise,

We should develop love for all living beings, including thé
dumb, and the mutilated, as it is love, that binds people together,
and gives a charm to their lives. We should fill our hearts with
the love of God and then turn our whole attention to the practical
expression of it in love of our fellowmen. Not only is such
pouring of love a better defence than any number of shells, but
it is an investment producing tremendous results, For the man,
who thinks nothing of the results is practically he, who is
producing the greatest of all results.

When some misfortune takes hold of us, we blame fate, but
we forget that fate is nothing extraneous to us but it is the sum-
total of the results of our past actions. God is only the dispenser
of the fruits of our actions and does not impose the fate upon us,

The spiritual advancement, or peace of mind can only be
achieved through the spritual exercises, and one of these is
PRAYER. Prayer is a direct link, a direct approach, and a
difect communication between man and God, the creator, and
the creatures, the meek and the mighty. Prayer does not need
any particular form, word, pattern, or a particular language, but
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it should be the feelings in our heart, .and those are to be
communicated to the Almighty, and that too without any ritual,
or any other medium,

If you help someone in distress, you think you have been
generous, but vou forget, that when you give, you cannot take
any credit for generosity, unless you have desired yourself something,
in order that you may give.

The waste of life liesin thelove, we have not given, the powers
we have not used, the selfish prudance, which will risk nothing,
and which shirking pain misses happiness as well.

AS LONG AS WE LIVE, WE MUST KEEP ON LEARNING,
HOW TO LIVe. At present we have music without melody,

‘dance without grace, thythm without harmony, art without content, |

writings  without _message, comic strips without inhibitions or
proprieties, lurks without delicacy, humour without wit, and wit
without humour. We have woman without modesty, and men
without honesty, we have marriages without love, and births are
accidents of sex. We talk without saying anything, and think

without reflection. We put party above country, and world above -

our own nation, and loyalty is in the discord.
. The present world is topsy-turvy and in complete chaos.

Let us bend our knees to our peerless Lord Sri Sainath, and
let the spokes of a wheel represent us in the hub standing for
Shri Sai, The closer, the spokes get to the hub, the closer we
get to one another, The closer we get to the great Master, the
more united we are with one another, Destroy the hub, and the
Ip;okcs fall apart,

Lastly we should invoke a clear picture of the inimitable
Baba’s personality in our mind, which will facilitate our efforts
to cultivate HIS spiritual presence, Let the grand and majestic
SHRI BABA, POSSESSED OF UNCANY WISDOM, humdrum
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love and divine power bless one and all, and keep us sound in
all manner in the earnest praying of the humble writer of this

unpretentious article, r *

H. B. Sawheny
C-1/A/63 B, Janakpuri, New Delhi, 110058
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Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Puja Mahotsavam - 1980

Under the auspices of Shri Sai Samaj, Kharagpur, by the
supreme grace of prabhu Sainath, the above Mahotsavam was
celebrated on a splendid scale and to the great applause of the
local public, from 24-3-80 to 31-3-80 with a regular ‘HOMAM’
(Dhuni). - Every day a huge crowd collected to witness the
programme of 'pooja, archana, regularly iu the morning and
evening. Bhajan, religious discourses, cultural programmes,
gawalis and ‘film shows were also arranged in the Mahotsavam,
On the concluding day i. e. 31-3-80, there was mass poor feeding
to over 600 persons. On_the same day in the evening fiom
6 p. m. Baba's portrait was taken in procession on a flower-
decked, flood lit, big decorated truck, accompanied by bhajans
by the local groups and recorded music from ‘SHIRDE KE SAI
BABA’ (Hindi Picture). ;

Local devotees and public gave very good co-operation and
co-ordination to keep up law and order throughout the function.
Special mention is required to be made about the sincere efforts
and “devotion of the youhg and energetic organiser Shri
Subramaniam and his associates. :

Revered Smt, Sarojini Devi, founder president : Shri Shirdi
Sai Baba Mandir-39, - Jatin Das Road, Calcutta 29, graced the
occasion with her presence on 27/28-3-80 and impressed upon
the devotees the need to construct Shri Baba’s mandir at Kharagpur,

&



SWAMI KALA KENDRA | 45

His Holiness Tridanda Sarvananda Tirtha Maharaj of
Gaudiya Math, Kharagpur, attended the celebrations along with
his disciples on'27-3-80,

Very good hopes are there for construction of Shri Baba’s
mandir at Kharagpur in due course as it is an Industrial place.
Over and above this it is sanctified by H. H. Upasanibaba of
Sakori by his stay at Kharagpur from 4-10-1914 tll the end of
1915 and by Sati Godavari Mataji's stay on 14-11-76. Besides,
this place is frequented by othér holy personages from time to time,

T. R. Naidu

Shri Sai Samaj /L / L/ 8-1-MKT
P, O. Kharagpur - 721304

»S. E. Rly. (W, Bengal)

SWAMI KALA KENDRA

Shehnai Recital for Auspicious Occasions

The only JUGAL BANDI of Shehnai and Dholak,

which has made a name in Foreign Countries

like. marriage ceremony etc.

Our Special Programme
by Delhi Darbar Shehnai ‘Party

CONTACT :

SHRI APPA SAMANT

11/20, Khandke Building,
N. C. Kelkar Road, Dadar, Bombay 400 028



Shri Baba Helps the : Devotees in Time

My family consists presently of self, wife and a daughter,
_whn had come for delivery. She delivered a female, lovely and
sharp child on 29-12.1979. We wer¢ all very happy, being the
first grund-daughter in my family, However this happiness did
not last for a long time. After 15 days of the delivery, all of
a sudden my daughter's breast milk was stopped. We were afraid
and' started feedinu the child externally which was upsetting the
child’s health. The child’s condition was deteriorating day by
.day, Doctor’s treatment was on, for both the child and the
mother. The mother however did not get breast milk at all till
30-1-1980, We were afraid that anything may happen at any
time. But I had my own belief in BABA and therefore I used
to request him during my prayer, **BABA! If I have served you
sincerely ‘and affectionately, my daughter must go back to her
husband’s house, -along with her child. If she goes back bar:-
handed, your name only will be spmled I have g‘bt nothing to
do with that”. '

On 30-1-80, the child’s condition was very serious and
hopeless. Exactly at mid-night, I went away for night duty.
Only my wife and the daughter were at home, |/

At about 2.20 A, M. due to seriousness of the case, the
child simply stretched her hands and legs, and was lying dead
on the lap of my wife, My wife was helpless. She cried out
doudly and called the neighbours and within 15 minutes, :6 to 8
members came and saw that the child was breathless. Everybody
confirmed that the child was dead. But my wife was confident
that nothing will happen to the chlld so long as BABA is there
to protect the child. She took the child in her hands and stood
before BABA's photo and said, *““Oh ! Lord of Lords, what have
yoa done this? Is this the repayment that you have done to us,
for serving you sincerely and affectionately? If you do not come
and save this child, then who else can do it? Take it from me
that if this child is not saved by you now, 1 will confirm that
you are powerless; I will throw your photo outside and will
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never utter your name from this mouth™ After uttering these
words, she was gazing at the photo. At this gravu stage, all were
~very anxious and were looking at BABA'S phota. The miracle
was that the unbolted front door, which was closed by the
neighbours of my house, was. forcibly opened by somebody at
that dead part of the night i, e. at about 2-30. hours in the
morning On hearing the rattling of the door, all the persons,
who were concentrating their eyes on BABA’S photo, turned dnd
looked at the door; but they found none ‘at the door. By the
time, #they turned their eyes back to Baba's photo, the child, whch
appearéd to be dead for more than 10 minutes, started crying and
opened her eyes, pulled out her legs and hands and started
respirating, Everybody was astonished and stunned at this miracle.

1 My wife and daughter were very glad and fell at the feet of
Baba and begged to pardon them, for the harsh words uttered" to
- Baba, in ignorance without knowing his power. Further my wife
told the neighbours around her that her husband frequently used
to repeat at home and at the mandir not to underestimate BABA
at any stage. He has given' a commahdment, “Such of my
devotees, who believe and surrender themselves fully at my feet,
even if they are thousands of miles away from me and even if
they are in the jaws of death, | will pull them out of its jaws
and protect them”. This has come to be true in my house on
30-1-1980. This is how Baba protects his sincere devotees even
after Samadhi,

My wife and daughter were lucky to see Baba’s power and
miracle personally and the same may be conveyed to other 'Sai’
devotees through Sai Leela, which will enrich the Sai devotion
in them. _ %X

K. M. Bhide, Wireless Operator (Railways)
6/A, Goods Shed Road, Railway Colony, Hubli - 20 (Karnatak)
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The flow of devotees to Shirdi in this month was quite

normal. As the examinations of the schools and colleges were
in progress, the devotees did not come in very large numbers so

as to have extra pressure on the staff of the Shirdi Sansthan.

The following artists gave their various programmes in the
Samadhi Mandlr during this month :-

Keertan :- Sansthan Singer Shri G, V. Joshishastri performed
keertanson Ekadashl days and other important religious days,
2 Smt Krishnabai Yewalekar, from Satara, also performed keertan,

Pravachan:-" 1. Shri Nivrittirao Patil Gondkar, Shirdi. 2, Shri
Laxmanbuwa Waghchoure, Shirdi,

Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Bhajan etc:-

The following artists gave their various programmes in the
Samadhi Mandir during'the month: 1. Sau. Alaka B, Riswadkar,'
Bombay. 2. Shri Pandurang D. Ambekar, Ratnagiri. 3. Sou.

Shobhatai M. Page, Solapur. 4 Shri Satyasai Sewa Samiti, Balsad,
5. Sou. C.” H, Nateshwari, Hyderabad_ 6. Shri Appasaheb

Ganpatrao, Kolpewadi 7, Shri Pri}f‘anath Gupta, Kalloor. 8, Sou.
Shakuntala M, Josi, Nasik. 9. Smt., Narvekar, Andheri. 10. Sou,

Miratai Pauskar, Aurangabad, 11. Shri Nagcéh Churia, Mangalur,
-12. Shri Mahadeo S. Gokhale, Girgaum, Bombay. 13. Kumari

Asha Pandit, Pune. 14. Kumari Padmaja S. Phenani. 15, Master
Vinayak S. Phenani, Bombay. - '

Anniversary of Sant Bhau Maharaj:- The anniversary of Shri
Sant Bhau Mahardj, who was a sincere devotee of Shri Sai Baba,
was celebrated on 12-1-80, After the noon-aarti, the Photo of

Shri Maharaj was taken in procession from Samadhi Mandir to
Lendi Baug, where the Samadhi of Shri Mahara) is located. After

holy bath was given to the samadhi, it was covered with a new
cloth. Aarti was sung thereafter, Teerth and prasad were
distributed to the persons present for the Aarti. Poor feeding
was also done in honour of the celebration. In the evening
programmes of keertan and pravachan were also arranged on
the same day,

Weather:(- The weather at Shirdi was quite healthy and free
from any sort of disease.”" Though days have started getting
warmer, still the night temperature is rather low and hence tulerabl:
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Due to vacations for-the School and Colleﬁes, the Sai devotees
took this opportunity to visit Shirdi along yith their families,
Hence Shirdi remained crowded throughout the monmth as it
remains full during the days of the festivals, The staff at Shirdi
had therefore a very trying period during the whole of this month,
The following programmes were presented in the Samadhi Mandir
during this month :-

Keertan :- Sansthan singer Shri G. V. Joshishastri performed
keertans in the Samadhi Mandir on Ekadashi days and other days
of religious importance, -

Pravachan ;= Shri Meghashyam V. Ranade, from Madgaon, Goa
and Pandit Utsawlal Sharma, from Ujjain, delivered pravachans
during this month on religious topics.

Vocal Music, Instrumental music, Bhajan etc.

The following artists gave their various programmes of music,
bhajan etc. during this month:- 1, Shri Balkrishna Bidve, Pune,
2, Shri Adinath T. Bhuingal, Sawli Vihir. 3. Shri Shiwaji T,
Dhumal, Shirdi. 4. Sou, Kowsalyabai C. Chopda, Shirdi. 5. Shri
Shreedhar N. Kulkarni, Bombay, - 6, Sou, Jyoti A, Manuja.
7. Shri Aisheeram M. Manuja. 8. Miss Meena Manuja. 9. Shri
Chand Manuja. 10, Shri Mahesh Manuja, Bombay. 11l. Shri
Madhukar Sojwal. 12, Shri Suresh Sojwal. 13. Shri
Nandakumar Pathak, 14. Shri Kondiram Padwal. 15. Shri
Chandrakant Salunke, Sakharwadi, Kopargaon. -16. Smt. Vimalbai
B. Shirke, Jalgaon. 17. Shri Manohar V. Parekh, Bombay. 18.
Miss Vibhawari Antarkar Vasai. '19. Shri V. Vitthalrao H,
Ulhe, Amarawali.

Weather :- The weather at Shirdi was dry and free from any
sort of discase. The days were hot but the temperature used to
fall during night. No shortage of water was felt during this hot
season though the daily consumption of water was very high,
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; - dal Baba Medical Centre
' (THE SHAMDASANI FOUNDATION )

% FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL COMMUNITIES
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J Daily: 10 a m to 12 Noon
5pmto 7 p.m.
Except Sundays and Bank Holidays.

Naviivan Housing Society, Block No. 3, Room 104-5
Lamington Road (Dr. Bhadkamkar Road), Bombay 400 007

UNDER MANAGEMENT OF
br. SUBODH MEHTA MEDICAL RELIEF TRUST
KHAR, BOMBAY 400 052

Suggestions Welcome To The Director

Phone: S4006 2
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