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Gurupournima Festival

EDT{O ETA

This year the Gurupournima festival will be celebrated at
Shirdi for three days from Saturday the 23rd of July, 1983 to
Monday the 25th of July, 1983, The main day of the festival
will be the 24th of July 1983 as Gurupournima comes on that
day, Shri Sai Baba is the Guru of all His devotees and therefore
He is worshipped with great reverence by every devotee either
at Shirdi or elsewhere on this day. Though every devotee of
Shri Sai Baba longs to go to Shirdi for the festival, it does not
become possible for every one to attend the festival at Shirdi
Threfore those devotees, who are able to go to Shirdi during the
festival should consider themselves to be specially fortunate.

Every religious sect has a tradition and a holy place where
the followers of that sect are expected to go for darshan and for
other religious ceremonies, In the warkari sect Pandharpur is
considered to be a very holy place, as the temple of Vithoba
or Pandurang is located there. Every able bodied warkari is
also expected to attend Pandharpur on the Ashadhi and Kartiki
Ekadashi for the Wari (visit). The devotees of Shri Datta
Consider Mahur, Ganagapur, Narsoba Wadi, Audumbar etc. as
their holy places as Shri Datta is supposed by them to have
stayed at these places in person or through His incarnations.
However to the Sai devotees Shirdi itself is their Pandbarpur
and one bhajan expressing that supposition is sung at Shirdi
every day at the time of noon aarti viz, i 7§ g3l |

A TATEL ete.



EDITORIAL 3

First Worship

At present the devotees, who do * Abhishek * at the Samadhi
Mandir, worship the Samadhi of Shri Baba and garland His
marble statue. Others who only come for darshan, hand
over their "pooja' material to the priest on duty and it 1s
placed on the Samadhi by the priest. Before the statue of sShri
Sai Baba was installed in the Samadhi Mandir, the devotees
used to worship only the Samadhi. where the body of Shri Sai
Baba is interred, It would however be interesting to know how
the devotees used to pay their respects to Shri Sai Baba when
he existed in flesh and blood. Of course the devotees might
remember that Shri Buti’s Wada (The present Samadhi Mandir)
was then under conmstruction and therefore Shri Sai Baba was
tor most of the time in Dwarakamai, where many of the
incidents described in Shri Sai Satcharit had taken place.

From the description given in Chapter eleven of the Sai
Satcharit it appears that Dr. Pandit was ever the first devotee
to worship Baba in Dwarkamai, Shri Dabholkar describes the
incident as follows :-

oHal  @EeRs qeRid | &t sigex dRa Afae 0 wEAr @ $w
A=Y | WS oERiE MREE 1| ¢ | e 3fREr Bt | et
s afydta | s=f aEd ool | 298 Fai@ gt 1 4. 1
A% aFdr g | CWiE IRMEEAr 3 ) s w8 s werfa A
g1d 1 wifad mold aaig )| wt ) iRka zTEiIEE T8 | FEEE Qe
HEE % | 5.7 @[ 998 AR ) a0 w1 Gl agid o <R 0
TjeRaa ifea M9 | Tt @i QI %S foid A dlaT smEar
qu$ | Aare @ a|ig | Wy o0 o sed T OowE | w9El T
@1 7 3T | A BNt npad Gida | g d dEia qEid 0w
gt ¥ qfea A ufs | aeid qawd K gws 1 SRR
ot aRY weaw | Yew ga By 0 W ol
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(Once Dr. Pandit, who was a friend of Tatyasaheb Noolkar,
came to Shirdi for taking darshan of Shri Sai Baba. On entering
Shirdi, he went to the Masjid and after bowing to Baba, he sat
there for a while. Then Shri Baba Said to him, “Go to the house
of Dadabhat in this direction’” and pointed out the direction with
his hand. Dr, Pandit went to Dada (Kelkar) who welcomed him
cordially. Afterwards when Dada started to go to the Masjid for
the worship of Baba, he asked Dr, Pandit whether he would like
to accompany him (Dada Kelkar), Dr, Pandit went to the Masjid
along with Dada, who worshipped Shri Baba as usual; but upto
that time no one had dared to apply gandha (Sandalwood Paste)
on Baba's forehead, Let any devotee come; but Baba never
allowed him to apply gaovdha on his forehead. Only Mhalasapati
used to apply it on Shri Baba'’s neck. Others used to apply it to
His feet; but this Dr. Pandit was emotional and simple, He took
from Dada the plate in which the sandalwood paste, was kept
4and applied it on Baba's forehead from left to right.)

Though no date of the above incident is given in the Sai
Satcharit by Shri Annasaheb Dabolkar, still it appears from the
detailed description given there that before Dr. Pandit, other
devotees were not allowed to worship Shri Baba as they
worshipped God and after Dr, Pandit was allowed to worship
Baba in this fashion, all other devotees started worshipping Shri
Baba likewise and it became a common practice at Shirdi to
worship Shri Baba as a God by applying the sandalwood paste
on his forehead,

Another reference to Shri Haba's puja is found in chapter
37 of Shri Sai Satcharit, In that chapter the Chawdi procession
is referred to as follows by Shri Dabholkar :-

yr@ai ol AEE AU | AN F& RIEEE | A9 F03 @@
A | dader  faawd o e 1 ooF i afdta | gt e
ATAENA | QET @ AW AW 893 | ewdieda e || Rte || 9®
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cpoited A% &7 | 2@ RFm ¥ oga | wmEdtwstt add
usq qua g @ | Qe )

(Now I will first describe the chawdi procession. Shri Baba
used to sleep on alternate days regularly in the chawdj. One
night He would be in the Masjid and He would spend the next
in the chawdi. Shri Baba continued this programme upto His
Samadhi. Later on, on the 10th of Deceraber 1909, the worship
of Shri®Baba was started in the Chawdi)

Here Shri Dabholkar definitely mentions the date of starting,
of the Chawdi procession and Shri Baba's worship in the Chawdi
as the 10th of December 1909. Of course Dr. Pandit has been
described before as the first devotee to worship Shri Baba.
Therefore that incident must have taken place prior to the
above date. L

It might be sometime after these incidents that the devotees
must have started worshipping Baba «(n the Gurupournima day
as their Guru The following two references are found in Sai
Satcharit where the mention of Gurupournima has been clearly
made, In chapter three we find the following verses ;-

8 cgoited diwr it | G @@ 9@ W@ | gyEia demA
g | A @t BRI 0 e ) gERfaEe @ fRgg | s fGa@
qEgSiE | v ety Fafd amie | sfed R d afewr ey

(In 1916 I  (Shri Annasaheb Dabholkar) retired from
Government service on account of superannuation. [ got
the due pension and 1 visited Shirdi at that time. It was the
Gurupournima day. All devotees had gathered together at
Shirdi for the worship of Shri Baba, when Shri Anpna (Anna
Chinchanikar) made the following recommendation to Shri Baba
of his own accord.)

Thbe second reference is found in chapter 33 which reads
as follows I~
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yRa CF Y9 wifas | A gfoars sfhs | zgop aiHte =aEs |
AT qigE &3 | R’¢ 0 84 opoftedr aau | 9rEy  aedfhe
IEET | &6 e AR amn | @ yew =for @imEr 1 2’% |
Ay qar @t 1 afgon @Sl o FH 1 T ARG @ @t |
FIGAT HE 7A@ || Ree |

(One Shri Haribhau Karnik, who is a resident of Dahanu,
is a very devotee of Shri Baba. In 1917 he came to Shirdi on
the holy day of Gurupournima for the pilgrimage of Shirdi, |
will just narrate in short what happened ‘at that time. He
worshipped Shri Baba according to the rites. He gave Him
dakshina and cloth and while getting down the steps of the the
Masjid, after taking due permission of Shri Baba, it occured to
him i. ¢. Shri Karnik ).

It will be seen from the above two extracts from the Sai
Satcharita that the Gurupournima was being observed by the
devotees at Shirdi in 1916 and 1917. Shri Annasaheb Dabhqlkar
was a devotee of Shri Sai Baba from 1910. During the eight
years of his close contact with Shri Sai Baba and Shirdi (1910
to 1918) he had the good fortune to learn and hear so many
things about Shri Baba, His devotees, His leelas and the festivals
and other activities that took place at Shirdi during the life-time
of Shri Baba, Many devotees, who were at Shirdi from the
advent of Shri Sai Baba in Shirdi, were living in Shirdi at that
time and Shri Dabholkar had the good fortune to mix among
them and have heart to heart talk with them. Shri Dabholkar
has devoted one full chapter (chapter 6) for describing the origin
and development of the Kamanavami festival at Shirdi. His
description of that festival is quite graphic and it gives a good
numbar of details of that festival If therefore the Gurupournima
festival also was being, celebrated at Shirdi during Shri Dabholkar’s
stay at Shirdi, he might have given its origin also in Sai
Satcharit; but unfortunately it is not found anywhere as we
find the description of the Ramanavami festival, Only two
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casual references to Gurupournima festival are found in Sai
Satcharit which have been cited above and they refer to the
yvears 1916 and 1917, We have therefore to conclude that
this festival is being celebrated at Shirdi definitely from 1916 and
it might be being celebrated prior to that also though we cannot
name the exact year of starting of this festival from Sai Satcharit,

We have thus tried to find out the origin of this festival at
Shirdi and we find that it is being celebrated there for a long
time, The Guru has a very reverential position in the minds of
the Indian people and the full moon day in the month of
Ashadha is beiug observed every year all over India as
Gurupournima day in remembrance of Guru, Shri Vyas Maharshi,
who wrote the Mahabharat and the 18 puranas is also supposed
to have arranged the Vedic hymns and allotted them to his four
disciples, which are pow known as the four Vedas. This yomen
work of Maharshi Vyas is very commendable and therefore in
order to show our gratitude to him this day of Gurupournima
is celebrated for remembering the debt of Shri Vyas on the
mankind in general. As Maharshi Vyas is the oldest of the
gurus, he is first remembered on this day and all other
gurus are also remembered on this day for their blessings to
their disciples.

Shri Sai Baba is the Guru of all His devotees. They will
therefore offer Him pooja on that day whereever possible. Though
Shri Sai Baba lived physically at Shirdi and he was seen in flesh
and blood by his devotees at Shirdi, we should not think that He
is there only at Shirdi. From the various Leelas, which are
experienced by his devotees, who are spread far and wide in this
country and abroad, we know that Shri Sai Baba is not confined
’0 Shirdi. He has been very active even after His Mahasamadhi
in 1918. He is manifesting Himself at various places and thus
making His pressnce known to all the devotees. We Sai devotees
should consider ourselves to be singularly lucky in having such
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a Guru to guide and bless us. On the coming Gurupournima day
on the 24th of July, 1983, let us all pray at His holy lotus feet
for His blessings from the bottom of our heart. Temples of Shri
Sai Baba have already come up at various places and many more
are coming up. So it is now very easy to resort to any Sai
temple for Shri Baba’s darshan; but we need not even go to a
temple if we are not in a position to go, You have only to pray
to Shri Sai Baba sincerely from the bottom of your heart and He
comes to you as promised by Him during His life-time. *

Never find fault with others

By finding fault with others, we conveniently forget our own.
A wife always found fault with her husband for spending too much.
The husband thought it wise to entrust his entire monthly salary
to his wife, Soon the difficulties only increased and the wife
wanted more money. The husband said his salary remained at a
constant figure and his wife should control expenditure, He
learnt frfnm some of his friends that his wife never missed a
picture. She learnt from some of her friends that he had never
missed a hotel. Mutual accusations created more bitterness, A
saint who called on the family advised. Stop your fault-finding.
Now each knows the other’s fault. Remove the cause for fault.
Then you will find that though your salary is constant, it will
give you contentment which is real imperishable wealth, The
point is that every fault is born of a want and if wants are
few, faults are few. The family thereupon prospered by paying
heed to the saint’s advice. *

Saipadananda Late Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji

PlieP



Believe It Or Not

Last December, I and my wife Lla sorted out a programme
to visit Bombay, Reservations were steered well in advance.
When I was to leave, I simply showed my index finger to a picture
of Shri Sai Baba saying, 'l am coming to your end,”” With this,
| saluated Him in a military manner.

We reached Bombay on the next day. My brother-in-law,
who is a Scientist in the B. A. R. C. Bombay, received us at the
Dadar Station, From Dadar, we engaged a taxi and reached
Anushaktinagar, where my brother-in-law is living. We unloaded
our luggage, carried it to the lift and Lo ! we were at the 12th
storey. Luckily, one of my sister-in-law with her engineer husband
and kids had also come from Delhi; other sister-in-law with her
engineer husband, working in the B, A R. C. also came there
with their folk. Maturally there was hula gula. To mention here,
we have no issues. So we passed time in playing with their children.

I asked my brother-in-law to arrange for reservation for
our return journey and tickets for Shirdi for a particular date.
My brother-in-law is an influential personality. He contacted the
authorities concerned but he had to cut a sorry figure as the tickets
were pot avilable for that particular period. You may agree with
me here or not, | simply asked from within, **well, Baba, when I
lave cone to Bombay, will you disappoint me?”. On the next
cay, I asked my brother-in-law to try again for reservations, To
our utter surprise, we got the reservations and tickets for Shirdi
in a luxury bus for the particular date.

On that appointed date, | and my wife went to Dadar by
taxi. Thereafter we stepped in the luxury bus which moved at
Y P.M, We were told that we would be able to attend the morning
arti; but unfortunately the bus could not reach in time and by that
time the arti was at the final core.
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The bus was parked in the Three Star Hotel compound. We
walked a little and came inside the premises of Shri Sai. I had
glanced from every angle, One phoolwala (flower-seller) approached
us. We hired him as a guide. To seek an entrance for Abbhisek,
we were to buy tickets and we had to be in a queue, Ah | thank
God, we were at No. 25 and 26, I counted it. In the meantime
till the booking office opened, | asked my wife that [ would get in
and see the temple. She scolded me ( as if 1 was a child ), that
I should not go in without taking bath. I remarked, *‘look, my
dear shrimatijee, [ am a jat, I know not the ABC- of this or that,
I am pure and my heart has taken bath.” So saying I slipped
inside the temple. She remained- in the queue. Ah ! What a
beautiful statue of Shri Sai Baba ! [ saluted before Him in the
same military way. He laughed at me. [ was so much engrossed
in His laugh that I forgot as to what I had to do further, At
that time, pundits’ were giving Him bath with milk and water, |
went out, [ related this colourful view to my dear wife. 1 again
offered her to accompany with me inside, She again repeated the
same thing. On my further insistence, by the grace of Shri Saij,
she agreed. | requested a man, who was near us in the queue,
that we would be coming back soon and kept our air bag in the
queue and we went inside again. My wife agreed with me in all
the magnetic cores, We came out and were in the queue again.

At 7.15 A. M. we got the tickets for Abhishek. Now the
question arose, where to keep our air bag, have bath and change.
All the hotels and sarais were fully packed. we had - to leave
Shirdi by 1 P, M, for Bombay, Again | thought of Shri Sai.
‘** When we have come over here, why don't you give us shelter 7"
My goodness, it may be unbelievable to you, no joke, but it is
true. A south Indian couple-gestured us from the balcony of the
sarai to come over upstairs. We went up, They allowed us to
share their room; but we asked them to permit us to remain in
the verandah, Then we took bath and changed and were prepared
lor Abhishek. Our guide also brought a tray -of miscellaneous



BELIEVE IT OR NOT 11

— —— —

articles and a bed sheet of flowers and other garlands for Shri
Sai, We took it and went near the temple for Abhishek.

Here too, being late, we missed the ticket numbers. | asked
the Santriji, wearing a red head gown with a particular type of
cap, "to look at Him and see that Shri Baba is calling us to get
in."" A surprise again. Santriji allowed both of us to get in for
Abhishek,

There was an arti. After arti, persons attending the abhishek
were asked to put on the garlands on Shri Sai and on the Samadhi,
For your information, I may state that one devotee brought a big
garland from Bangalore. It was really a rare flower for us at
least. Rather it was our first time to see such a flower. He put
that garland on Shri Sai Baba, The phool-malas which were put
on Shri Sai, were again taken off and the pandit attending and
receiving the garlands, threw them to the dovtees who had come
there for His darshan.

| had a feeling that I must get that particular garland which
I have described above. 1did not tell it to anyone. Will you
believe me, the santriji asked the pundit to get that garland along
wilh some other garlands and give it to this sahibi e, me. Really
speaking, 1 was stunned to know the ways of Shri Sai, We got
the prasad.

After wvisiting all the places at Shirdi and making some
purchases we went to stand in a queue to buy tickets for lunch.
We also got tickets for Satya Narayan prasad, We enjoyed the
lunch. It was a big ball where | can presume that at a time, some
two thousand men can take food sitting on benches besides table.
There they provide food in the stainless steel dishes.

After taking lunch, we came down to our bus which wus
parked in the three star hotel compound We decorated the bus
with all the garlands and there was a very sweet smell in the
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whole bus. No passanger turned up till then, For your~
information let me tell you that 1 put that particular garland, in
my air bag. Thereafter we roamed here and there. We talked to
villagers and went to see their fields.

At 2. P. M, all passangers came, They were over-joyed
with our decoration and sweet smell of the flowers. The bus
moved. We were shown other religious places on the way. We
stopped there. We had tea, snacks etc, It was sunset, The head
light of the bus was dim, hence it was running at slow speed.
However, we reached Bombay at 11,45 P, M. At 12,15 A. M. we
reached home. Everybody was waiting for us. We dived into
the dining table and while eating we related the incident to all
at home, The children of my brother-in-law asked us to open the
air bag, They found that particular gariland in it. There was
‘jhapta jhapti’ among bachha log and my goodness, the flowers
were scattered all over the house. So this was an end of our
visit and it isa true incident, believe it or not. No body knows
the ways of Shri Sai, Really speaking I don't know the ABC of
worship or pujapath. The fact is that if you have faith in Him,
we can see Him and talk to Him even, like this innocent jat

(i. e, me). o

B. Advani
899, D, Road, Sardarpura, Jodhpur (Rajasthan)

Pl



Shri Sai Baba Finds Lost Property

I have been a Sai devotee since the last 7 years or so. He
has shown me a lot of his Leelas. [ have been writing the same
in my diary and never had the intention of publishing any one
of them. But this miracle which took place just last month is
the one I am sharing with all the Sai devotees, because 1 had
made a vow to my Baba that I would publish it. So I must
fulfil the vow made to my Father Baba.

I am an advocate, | am practising as a junior to
Mr. D. S. Aiyar, a senior advocate of the Pune Bar, Mr. Aiyar
is a very kind and religious person. It is mere Sai Baba’s grace
that 1 have such a nice senior. We go to court on a scooter.
I either go with him or with his son Shekhar. :

On 22-2.1983, Tuesday, as usual, the scooters (his and his
son’s) were parked npear the Small Causes’ Court building,
(before | continue, I must tell this that on 17-2-1983, being a
Thursday, I bought from Sai Baba’s temple at Swar Gate,
2 stickers of Sai Baba and I stuck one on each of the two
scooters of Mr. Aiyar),

At 2-30 p. m. Shekhar and myself were coming home and
we noticed Mr. Aiyar’s scooter. It was intact. In the evening
when I went to office I got the news that his scooter MXB 6030
was stolen from the Court premises. 1 was shocked. Mr.
Aiyar had even noticed the scooter at 3-30 p. m., while going
into Small Causes” Court premises, | was shocked. 1 felt very
bad. I said, * Sir, (that is the way | address Mr, Aiyar) don’t
worry; Sai Baba will find out the scooter, I will tell Him,
But the only thing is that after the scooter is found, you will
have to give me Rs, 2-50 for coconut and flowers.”” Then
Mr. Aiyar said, “Is it? Do you really think that Sai Baba
will find the scooter for me.” 1 said, * Yes Sir, 1 bave full
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faith in Him. He has done s¢ much for me., Won't He do this
for me ™ Mr, Aiyar said, “ Let us see ™,

Police complaint all over the town was made. [ started
praving frantically to Sai Baba, Now my faith in Him and
His powers were under test, I had full faith in him, On
Thursday, I went to Sai Baba's temple as usual and prayed,
There I asked the Panditji (Shyam by name) about the scooter
He said *‘'a thing lest orn Tuesday is rarely found, but by
Saturday evening the scooter will be found >, Then he put two
chits before Sai Baba one on which was written *¢ will be found "
and on another *will not be found"”™ After some time ihe
Panditji picked up one chit. I prayed and opened it, ** Will
be found ” was the answer, [ was very happy. 1 thanked Baba.
| went to office and told Mr. Aiyar everything that happened in
the temple, Then on Saturday there was a small party given by
one advocate, who is also junior of Mr, Aiyar, His wife, his
two Sons (Raghu and Shekhar) and another advocate, myself
and the junior advocate were the ones at the party. Mrs. Laxmi
Aivar (Mr, Aiyar's wife), who is a very kind, nice and religious
lady was a little disturbed about the scooter being lost. The
cost of the scooter is now nearly Rs. 10,000/~ or so and Mr. Aiyar
was thinking of buying another one. | said, “Aunty, don’t
worry ; we will get the scooter back in tact. Never mind, 1
we have to pay Rs, 100/- or so towards expenses in repairing
it. | am going tomorrow to Shirdi and I will pray, You don’t
worry, | am sure Baba will find it out,”” She said, “Never
mind even if we have to spend about Rs, 1,000/~ for repairing it.
But | only hope that we find it out,” Raghu and Shekhar both
said that if the scooter is not found within a week them we won't
get it, (lt may be noted here that about 6 to 7 scooters have been
stolen from the court premises; but no news of them had still been
received,) | told them not to worry ftor the scooter would
definitely be found, At the dining table the topic of the scooter
again came up. The Junior advocate, who gave us the party, said,
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**‘Maya, you put Sai Baba’s sticker on Thursday and the scooter
got lost.” | was hurt. I said in my mind, ‘because of Sai Baba’s
sticker the scooter will be found’, I said, “Dont worry, tomorrow
| am going to Shirdi and when I come back the scooter will be
found”. Then the other advocate said, ‘““How are you so sure?.”” |
said, “You don’t know my Sai Baba’s superb powers".

I took Re. 1,50 from Mr. Aiyar for putting in the box at
Shirdi. The next day I went to Shirdi, All along I was praying
to Baba that whatever time I reach Shirdi, I must get the ticket
for doing Abhishek and that the scooter must be found. Sure
enough, through Baba'’s grace 1 got tickets and did Abhishek.
That day the lustre and glow that [ saw on Baba’s face were really
great. | bave been to Shirdi nearly 11 times; but before this I
have never seen this glow on His face. All along I could see His
luminous smile. 1 prayed for the scooter. We came back the
same day.

Next day (Monday) I went to office. There was still no
news about the scooter. | was still praying. When I came back from
the court I started complaining to Baba about the scooter still
not being traced. Then at about 5.30 p, m, I got a call from
Shekbar, who told me that the scooter was “found”, My joy
knew no bounds, | told bim that it was all Sai Baba’s grace.
He said, “Yes, everyone at home is also saying the same thing”’.

I went near Sai Baba’s picture in my room and thanked Him
and cried with joy at His feet

In the evening when | went to the office Mr. Aiyar said,
‘*Maya, really within 24 hours of your saying that You'll go to
Shirdi and the scooter will be found; the scooter was found. Itis
really Sai Baba's grace.,” The police had found the scooter on
Saturday evening near *“\Wonderland” a building on main street.

I took from Mr, Aiyar Rs. 2,50 for Sai Baba. Everyone
was shocked as none of the others, who have lost the scooters,
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have found them. When the Junior advocate came to office. the
next day I said, “The scooter is found. You said that after
sticking Sai Baba's sticker the scooter was lost, but | say that
because of Sai Baba's sticker the scooter has been traced.”” He

kept quiet

Yes really it is my Baba who found the scooter, The scooter
was found intact only the petrol was over, and above all Sai
Baba's sticker was also intact.

My million prapamas to my wonderful Baba. " Cast your
burden on Him and He will surely bear it for you'.

As Baba found the mare of Chand Patil (Chapter V of Shri
Sai Satcharita when the latter had given up all hopes of finding
it.) He found Mr. Aiyar’s scooter for him, when he was nearly
losing hopes of getting it back and buying a new one.

| once again prostrate to my Sadguru Sai Baba, x

Miss Maya Sadhwani
3/16, Sadhu Vaswani Kunj, YVaswani Road, Pune 411001

Look at the Feet of Sai

Give a total look at the feet of Sai,

And surrender to the divine will;

For, through all passing events only His will prevails.
Suirender, fool | surrender at the feet of Sai,

For, they are the perfect abode of peace and bliss.
Life is short | Nay it is but a moment !,

Charge that moment with the divine lustre ;

By chanting Sai with a gaze at His feet.

| Anil Keshavrao Rasal
21/382, B. P. T ~Staff Quarters, Reynolds Road,
‘adala (East), Bombay 400037



Compassionate Mother Sai

This is an incident, occuring during the terrible cyclone
havoc, which rocked Andhra, when the Rail=Link connecting
Madras with the capital of India was badly damaged and totally
breached in some places.

My Keralite friend, who holds an important office in a
famous industrial concern here at Kanpur, is a sincere and
saturated devotee of Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi, He is in the
practice of visiting Shirdi off and on.

During one of his such visits while he was returning to
Kanpur, he could not obtain any prior Railway reservation and
was anxiously waiting at the Manmad Station to board
the train, After some time, when the (traln arrived, it
was found so overpacked that it was beyond any
possibility to get into any general compartment. Over and above,
his preseace in the office the very next day was essentially needed
to attend to some important business, Consequently there was
no other alternative but to board a reserved coach as a last
resort, when the train was actually set in motion

He requested the conductor in the coach to be kind enough
to allot him a seat as he was urgently required to reach his
destination at the earliest possible time. But the conductor
expressed his inability as there was no vacancy amd urged him
to get down and he was eventually detrained at Bhusawal.

It was about 9 p. m. in the night and he became greatly
perturbed and disappointed when he could learn from the Station
Enquiry office that there was no other Jhansi-bound train in the
night. As there was no way out, he thought himself destined to
spend the might in the statlon. In a very depressed mood and
with a sad countenance he kept oo loitering in order to pass
time, when he noticed a saffron-clad Mahatma at the distant end
of the same platform.
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On close approach, he became highly fascinated to mark
the most sober and graceful appearance of the Mahatma, He
was all the more attracted to find a majestic photograph of Shri
Sai Baba in his possession, My friend had a spontaneous urge
to pay due regards to the Mahatma, which he had complied with
in great reverence and took his seat by his side with the intention
of spending the night in the ‘August Company’ of the Mahatma,
to whom he ultimately narrated his sad plight.

With extreme love and confidence the Mahatma advised my
friend to have ‘Saburi' He assured him that his train would
shortly be coming and he would reach his destination much earlier
than the previous one, which he had already missed and as such
he should have the least worry,

Surprisingly enough, shortly afterwards a through-running
train approached the statiou in a great speed and had an
instantaneous and non-scheduled halt at the very platform. Most
lovingly the Mahatma directed my friend to board the train and
blessed him for a comfortable journey. It is extremely miraculous
to note that it was the fast running *‘Tamil-Nadu Express” from
Madras, which was diverted on account of the Andhra cyclonic
disaster on the Bombay route via Dhond to Manmad and there-
after to negotiate the Delhi route.

My friend took leave of the great Mahatma most humbly
and respectfully and approached the conductor of the train to
enquire if any berth would be available to him His joy knew
no bounds when he was informed that there were innumerable
berths vacant, which he could avail with pleasure,

My friend, after being comfortably accommodated inside the
train, reviewed the entire antecedents since the evening of that
night. Tears rolled down his cheeks in profound gratitude, love
and reverence for the ever-watchful and compassionate mother
**Sai”, who comes to the rescue of Her children in appropriate
time in some form or the other ! *

B. G, Das
305/1, Mirpur Cantt Kanpur-208 004 (U, P.)



Baba and Balayogi

The material with which all great men are made is
identical. They are all the ‘Amshas’ of the supreme and perfect
being. Consequently we find any amount of similarity in their
teachings and living. They teach and practice the same truths.
They are universal beings. They have nothing to fear. They fear
only one thing-untruth,

All devotees of Baba are aware that He never cared for
material comforts because they are mere sensual pleasures
to satisfy the five senses (Panchendriyas), He clad Himself in a
tattered Kafni, lived in a dilapidated mosque and ate occasionally
a morsel of food, unmindful of taste, for which He used to beg
at five houses per day. He used to mix the food thus collected
and partzke of the same with animals, birds and beggars that
gathered around Him. Eating food was not of any importance
too Him. It was a symbolical daily cbore for Him. Fruits, food
and money offered to Him by His devotees were invariably being
distributed by Him to His needy devotees. In His opinion food
was necessary only to satisfy the Indriyas and not the Atman,
which is indestructible. His bed would shock any body. He
used to “sleep” on a small plank suspended from a great height
in the Chavadi, by shreds of cloth, which would hardly be able
to support the wooden plank, not to speak of the weight of
Baba. There was never any distinction of caste or creed or class
observed by Baba, Every one was welcome to approach Him,
with his or her tales of woe. He was the most unique kind of
physician, who used to attend to the physical or spiritual ailments
of the humanity and Udhi or margosa leaves used to be His
vehicle for treating their ailments. No being human or . nimal
that ever came to Him for succour went back disappointed. Such
was His love for bumanity, He never allowed an animal or
insect to suffer. He could see God in every object animate or
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inanimate, Kindness was His keynote. His concept of divinity
was ‘Nirakara’ and ‘Nirguna’. He never spoke in derogation of
food or Samsara, but all the same was of the opinion that they
hinder spiritual progress and tapasya. Baba entered Mahasamadhi
in 1918.

To many people the name of Balayogi is absolutely unknown.
He was born in 1930 to a poor Harijan parents by name
Gangayya and Ramamma of the village Mummidivaram in the
East Godavari Uistrict of Andhra Pradesh, The father Gangayya
was a poor agricultural labourer. They had only thatched hut to
live in. With no schooling of any sort, the boy had to earn a
pittance as a cowherd, to augment the meagre income of the
father, On the night of 21. 6, 1946 the boy bhad some sort of a
revelation or inspiration and the next morning he began ‘tapasya,’
evidently a continuation of the ‘tapasya’ of the previous birth,
sitting under a tree in the Government waste land. Later his
father took him home by force and fed him; but the boy managed
to escape after a few days to continue the tapasya, Later a thatched
shed was erected around the boy and after a few years a room
with only one entrance had been built in its place. Since the
crowds, that used to gather there every day, used to disturb him
by touching him or unfolding his fingers which assumed a
Yogamudra,, Balayogi stopped daily darshan and since July 1949
he comes out of the room only once a year on the morning after
Mahashivaratri. The doors of the room automatically close and
open bv themselves on the morning after Shivratri, He does not
take any food or milk or water and does not attend to any calls
of pature, He sits in deep meditation. Evidently he is continuing
his Sadhana of the previous birth and there may not be any more
births for him. The doors open and close by themselves with
unerring regularity once a year, since 1949,

Shri Sai Baba had reached the state of perfection already.
Yet there are certain similarities in the way of their living and
their teachings. They both advocate tapasya for the wellbeing of
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humanity. They are very kind to all objects animate and
inanimate. Any offering they get, they utilise for the good of the
people around them. They both believe that food is not necessary
for a sadhaka and that food is meant only to satisty the Indriyas
(senses), and not the Atman. They- have both decried ahamkara
and mamakara, They both believe in karma and Punarjanma,
They strongly believe that the world and all material objects are
not permanent, Evidently they both lay had divine sakshatkara. So
they often speak in ecstacy of the brilliance of God as Sahasra
Koti Ravi Tejas. They both lay stress mainly on the subjugation of
the Indriyas, as they hamper the attainment of Atmajnana. In
short, they both believe that Manava Seva is Madhava Seva.
They see God" in every object animate or inanimate, and their
concept of God is Nirakara Nirguna Swarupa, They denounce
not only cruelty but even harsh words,

This similarity strongly proves the saying that great minds
not only think alike but also act alike, *

Devata Subba Rao
Rtd. District and Sessions Judge
70, Ramachandrapuram Hyderabad (A. P.) 32

Saibaba and Kabir

It is very interesting to note the parallelism in the lives of
Kabir and the Saint of Shirdi. If we see the records of history,
we find that Kabir merged from the depth of time somewhere in
1440 A, D. - He made exit in 1518 throwing his Hindu and Muslim
devotees in agony. In the life of Baba, it is seen that he was
first known to the world round about 1840, whereas he cast his
mortal coil in 1918. There seems to be a cycle of time in the
live. of both. The parentage of Kabir was not known. He was
a forsaken child of a Brahmin widow and was brought up by a
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Muslim couple named Nima and Niru. He had thus the combined
influence of both the religions. Similar is the case of the Saint
of Shirdi. It will be seen that the lives of these Saints were
devoted to the propagation of the gospel of humanity, service and
equality of soul. There is a record of Baba saying that he was
staying by the side of Ganges and weaving his Shelas. When he
was examined by a Commission of Dhule District Court, he
admitted that his creed was that of Kabir, There is an anecdote
in the life of Baba that his Guru Vyankusha, who had been on a
pilgrimage to Ahmedabad, was told by the Pir of the Subag Shah
Darga that he was none but the great Ramanand, the Vaishnav
Saint of Kashi, who had propagated the cult of simple bhakti in
North India. His disciple Kabir was to be borm in Pathari in
Marathwada shortly and his mission of life was to teach and
educate the boy.

In the life of Kabir it is found that he was a devotee of
Ram and his Ram was the unconditioned or Nirgupa Brahma,
He wrote the songs of realisation and simple union with the
God, the song of the Sahaja-Samadhi; He sang of spiritual
experiences of the Nada (qrz) and Shabda, (g5s7) which are the vital
Yogic experiences of aspirant souls. It was through this
realisation that he spoke of spiritual experiences, dispensed
with artificial formalities, and preached the direct way of
uniting with God. Shri Baba’s way of teaching is not different
from this, He has also preached that all devotees of the God
are one. The Sadhana of the devotee is only to look at his Guru
or God with a constant gaze and the Guru also would look back
at the disciple with grace. Y

Chakor R Ajgaonkar
Y-11/170 Govt Quarters, Bandra (E), Bombay-5l
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Shirdi Sai Baba and Sanathana Dharma

Shirdi Sai Baba has quietly worked out his mission in life
and transcended the life of his devotees to lofty heights, Baba’s
Darbar had rich, poor and sick without disparities. Devotion,
faith and loyalty are the means to enter the Darbar of Sai Baba.
None returns empty-handed from his Darbar.

Baba’s early life, his penance, dispassion, celibacy, life style,
his control over the elements and above all his promise to
protect his devotees from his tomb together convey the tenets
of his teachings.

Shirdi Sai is an inexhaustible spiritual treasure pervaded on
earth to lift suffering humanity to perennial joy, He endured
tortures silently to impart sanathana dharma in its true light.
Sanathana dharma is not an isolated culture of one religion.
Shirdi >ai Baba represented the virtues of this ancient culture.
My pranams to Swami Satyananda Saraswathy, for his soul
inspiring article in Yoga Magazine ( December 1982 issue) on
Sanathana dharma. In that article he has drawn parellel in the
lives of divine incarnations of East and West, and found in Shirdi
Sai Baba an absolute proof of Sapathana dharma.

These incarpations were the dire need of the time, but a
few misguided followers buried their teachings under religious
dogmas named after them. Yet, there came new waves from the
supremeé to dispel the darkness caused by religious fanatics.
shirdi Sai Baba is one such divine incarnation manifested amidst
us to show enternal values. He had pever rebelled with any
ideology. He neither nursed a new cult nor a particular religion
but magnified the glories of faith and devotion to Guru-God
identifying Himself with other divine incarnations.

His life itself is the inspiration for the devout. *

K. R. Gopinath
‘Sai Deep® 111, Adarsh Nagar, Hubli-580032



Sai Leelas

By the divine grace of Sadguru Sai Baba of Shirdi, | bave
been able to narrate some of my personal experiences of the Leela
of the benevolent Baba, My articles in *Sai Leela’ magazine have
given me several friends and well-wishers all over India, whom
I bhave never met, | have also been fortunate to come into
contact with Shri R, H. Shamdasani, founder of Shamdasanj
rroundation, who is doing yeomen service to the humanity in the
name of the saint of Shirdi

Miraculous recovery of valuable articles :

This happened in 1981, | was the manager of Cantonment,
Trivandrum branch, The outward registered mail used to be
taken by a peon to the G, P O. for despatch. One day, at about
.30 p. m. the said peon telephoned from State Bank of India
where he went to deliver certain instruments on his way to
G.P O, that on coming out from S. B.I, he found all the
articles kept on his cycle were missing I was shocked. The
cover contained valuable articles, instruments, bonds and even
foreign currency. 1 asked the peon to make a thorough search
in the place where he went and come back. His search wes
futile as the articles were not to be found.

It was time for my lunch. I went home very much
disturbed. In such calamities, | used to resort to Baba’s feet. |
lighted jos sticks before Baba's idol in my pooja room and prayed
to save me from the situation, | prayed for myself as well as
for the sake of the peon who stood to lose his job on the loss
of valuable articles | returned to the office at 2-30 P M. and
ieported the matter to the higher authorities. My boss asked me
what | was going to do as | will have to answer many customers
for this loss of the valuable articles. I said I have not thought
about it. I would at first try to trace the instruments. [ was
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very much worried because that was the time for my promotion
and this incident could go against *my chances, My colleagues
gathered around me and enquired what was to be done. [ looked
at Baba's photo, which | keep on my table, and said, *'Let wus
try our best”, ;

Then [ went to the Police Station alongwith the peon and
reported the loss. The Asst. Commissioner of Police was my
class-mate. He' pacified me by offering me a cup of tea and
assured to do his best; but then he made it clear that I was not
going to get back the lost articles for two reasons:-

1. If they were taken by miscreants, they will keep them for
sometime and then slowly try to make use of the same.

2. If they were taken by mischievous children and students they
will throw away the papers if no currency is found.

He added that he did not have any list of such offenders. | was
very much worried. 1 could only make a silent prayer, touching
Baba’s ring on my fingers. Then wonder of wonders the
Assistont FPolice Commissioner’s telephone rang. He lifted the
receiver and listened and said “Unni, your things have been
recovered ” 1 couldn't believe my ears, Minutes ticked and I
held my breath till he put down the receiver. He then told me
that a Traffic Constable has found out a bundle of postal
articles on the road and seeing the name of the Bank, he has
kept the same for the owner to come and collect it. The Police
Constable was trying to locate the owner by te'lcphuning all our
branches and at last came to know that I was the person
conc erned in this matter.

Baba's hano is evident in the miraculous recovery for the
following two reasons :-
I. That the lost articles were found by an honest Policeman.

2. The same Policeman took frantic efforts to trace me out to
relieve my tension,
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This was nothing but wonderful Sai Leela.

I reported the incident jo-detail to my higher authorities
and with their permission I gave a cash award to the Policeman,
These are all on record.

My Promotion :

My promotion as Chief Manager was due. It was to take
place in October, 1980, It did not materialise. I was much
disappointed, Some of my juniors were promoted. I was slowly
sinking into depression, Then I was told by my higher authorities
that I am one of the four candidates from my zone and the
promotion would be announced in October, My Asst. General
Manager even asked me to get ready for a posting outward. But
alas ! when promotion list was announced my name was not there.
It was on a Vijaya dashami day, I was very much upset. I
went -to Sai Baba Mandir on the day and literally wept, [ asked
Baba “] have been worshipping you since long, Is this the
reward?”” 1 returned home. At about 10. 30 p. m. on the same
day, telephone rang. My boss, the A, G. M, was on the line.
He told me that when he came to know that my name has been
dropped, he had contacted the Head office and has been assured
that I am placed on the top of the waiting list and that I will
be promoted in March, 1981. Even without a representation
from me who prompted my Boss to ring up the Head Office to
know abont my fate? No one other than Baba who cared for
me. This is nothing but a Sai Leela.

The promotion came in March, 81, [ was posted back to
Bombay by rhe end of April. On reaching Bombay, on 9-5-81
my first duty was to report to my bemefactor Baba. I went to
Shirdi on 10-5-82 and prostrated at Baba’s Samadhi Mandir and
distributed sugar candy before I took charge on 14th May, 81.
Baba blesses my daughter :

My daughter bad completed 20 and was doing her final
B. A. It was my wish that she should do post-graduate course or
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appear for I. A. S. as she was a bright student, But, several
marriage proposals came though we did not care much.

In March 1951 our family, friend, prof. Gopal Menon,
about whora I have mentioned in one of my articles in Sai Leela,
brought a proposal for his brother’s son. But, the horoscopes
did not match and the good professor was disappointed. However,
he said that he would certainly find a boy fer my daughter. A
few days later, prof. Menon told me to my surprise, “Unni, you
bave an eligible bachelor in your neighbourhood., So and so’s
son has just come from States after his post-Doctoral training.
If you are willing, I will try,” He gave me the boy’s horoscope
and next day I got the same examined by a well-known astrologer
known to me, To my disappointment, the. astrologer said the
horoscopes did not match and advised me not to proceed, 1| was
returning from the astrologer’s house rather disappointed, I do
not know what power made me to step into the house of a friend
of mine, whom 1 had not met' for sometime and tell him what
had happened, Then the wife of that friend told me not to rely
on the said astrologer’s verdict and advised me to consult another,
for in their case similar thing had happened, | remembered the
incident quoted in Sai Leela where Sai Baba had over-ruled the
verdict of an astrologer, Baba consoled Mrs. Tendulkar thus
“Tell your son to believe in Me, to throw aside Horoscope and
predictions of astrologers and palmists and go on with his sludies,
Let him appear for examination with a calm mind. He is sure
to pass this year, Ask him to trust in Me and not to get
disappointed (Shri Sai Sat Charit Chapter X X I X)"

I decided to proceed with the proposal and entrusted the
horoscopes to prof, Menon who consulted another famous
astroldger. The horoscopes were found well-matched by him. |
was happy but my anxiety was not over as I was not sure
whether the Boy's people were agreeable. 1 remember it was on
a Guru pournima day. I had been to the Sai Baba Mandir at
Trivandrum alongwith my wife, son and daughter. we all prayed
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for the alliance and returned home at 7. 30. When we were
distributing the prasadam, prof. Menon’s son came from the
Boy's hou¢¢ and announced that the Boy's people were happy
with the alliance and we can proceed. The marriage was fixed.

When the invitation cards were ready, I decided to invite
Baba first, and went to the mandir and placed an invitation card
at the feet of Baba's statue alongwith dakshina of Rs. 1.25 and
prayed for his blessings. The poojari, as ,usual, took some
vibhoothi from the silver bowl at the feet of Baba, wrapped it in
a newspaper and gave it to my wife alongwith flowers. When
we reached home and opsned the prasadam packet, my wife was
surprised to find a separate small white paper packet with the
writing ‘Sai Ram’ and on opening the same she found vibhoothi
inside. It was in front of us the poojari packed vibhoothi in the
newspaper and it has never been his practice to place any separate
packet. Let alone writing of Sai Ram. This was nothing but
Sai Leela, Tears rolled down my wife’s eyes and she said Baba
has accepted our invitation and everything will go on very well.

New year day at shirdi :

I had been to Shirdi on the New Year Day, 1. 1. 1982 as
I wished to start the New Year with darshan at Baba’s Samadhi
Manir. We proceeded to Shirdi from Bombay at about 5 a. m
in a fourist taxi. The Bombay - Nasik road is very clear straight
road and there is no-chance of losing the way particularly to a
tourist taxi driver, But, incidentally,” the driver lost the way.
He took us through some isolated road via Vada and we were
very anxious till we reached Nasik. This must be only another
Sai Leela to suppress my ego as I had developed an ego that I
am Baba’s man and Shirdi is my place etc. When the ego of a
devotee crops up, Baba suppresses it and then guides him, On
reaching, Shirdi, I had difficulty in getting a room inspite of an
introduction letter to the man-incharge, Perhaps, Baba did not
want devotees to go to Him with recommendations.
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I had another experience at Shirdi which 1 considered as a
blessing, Before returning from Shirdi, I went to Baba’s Samadhi
and asked the poojari for some flowers from the Samadhi, The
poojari rcadfl}r gave. [ offered him one rupee coin as dakshina.
He refused to accept. Suddenly he asked for the coin, took it
from my hand and returned it to me after touching it to Baba’s
feet saying, ‘‘take this home and worship”., There was much
crowd in the Samadhi Mandir and people were made to pass by
quickly. In this crowd, it was only Baba, who made the poojari
to take the coin from my hand and to return it to me after
consecrating the.same, *

V. K. S. Unni

Divisional Manager, Canara Bank Divisional Office 18/396,
Second Floor, Samooham Road, Tali,

Calicut - 672 002 (Kerala State)
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GURUPOURNIMA FESTIVAL AT SHIRDI

This year’s Gurupournima festival will be celebrated
at Shirdi for three days from Saturday the 23rd of
July 1983 to Monday the 25th of July 1983. The
main day of the festival will be Sunday the 24th of
July 1983. All Sai devotees are cordially invited to
attend the festival.

K. H. Kakre
Court Receiver, Shirdi Sansthan of Shri Sai Baba

i i il T P e i



A Ramanavami Offering to Shri Saibaba

On the occasion of Shri Ramanavami on April 21, 1983 the
Sai Baba Mission (formerly Shirdi Sai Cultural Mission
Vidyanagar - Venkatagiri, Nellore District, A. P,) had organised
special Pujas, Bhajan and Anna Santarpana (feeding of devotees
and the poor) at the Sai Baba Mandir at Vidyanagar. A large
number of devotees from the neighbouring towns and villages
joined the local devotees in festivities. Numerous Sai devotees in
and outside Andhra Pradesh, who could not personally participate
in the function, had sent their offerings to Sai Baba' s worsh:p and
Anna Santarpana,

However, this year’s Ramanavami had witnessed a special
offering to Baba by the Mission.

The Founder - Pi‘esident of the Mission, Shri Acharya
Bharadwaja has always been stressing the need for a systematic
propagation of the Leelas, life and teachings of Sai Baba through
well - planned satsangs in every town and village, Commencing
with an hour’s exposition or reading out of Baba's life-stories,
followed by half an hour of Bhajan and ten minutes of silent
meditation, the satsangs should conclude with Arti to Baba,
Through over a decade of his Herculean efforts, Shirdi Sai
Publications (a wing of the Mission) have brought out the most
comprehensive account of Baba’s life and Leelas in three languages
viz. 1. Sai Baba the Master (in Eeglish), 2. Sai Baba Charitra
(in Telugu), 3. Shri Sayin Thiruvilayadagal, and the most profound
and cogent exposition of Baba's teachings, Shri Sai probodhamrutham
in Telogu (all written by Shri Acharya). These books have helped
quite a large number of people all over the country and abroad
to be drawn into Baba’s fold. Shri Acharya has also started
several Sai Organisations like the Dwarakamayi Educational Society
(Venkatagiri), Shirdi Sai Cultural Mission (Ongole). Sai Satsang
Sabba (Kalichedu), Lendi Sai Bhaktha Samaj (Podalakur), and
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Sai Brotherhood (Nellore), A few more organisations are taking
shape. The first three of the above organisations have already
commenced construction of Sai Baba Mandirs in those places.
Satsang groups have taken shape in several places in Andhra
Pradesh and elsewhere under his inspired guidance. The executive
Body of the Mission has helped him in all these activities most
unstintingly,

The present Ramanavami has marked the second stage of
the Mission’s work, It has fully appreciated Shri Acharyaji's plan
to nurture every Sai devotee organisation into a band of well
equipped missionaries of spiritual and moral values capable of
guiding every section of the society out of the present cultural
chaos. He envisaged the idea that every one of them should be
capable of -

(1) Presenting the Perennial spiritual wisdom as represented
by Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi in the light of the latest findings of
modern science to the younger generation which is misled into
fancying the spiritual wisdom to be a relic of primitive man’s
superstition,

(2) Expounding the true spirit of ancient spiritual wisdom
in the light of Baba’s life and teachings so that all our religious
traditions could be undersiood by our people to be something far
more relevant and imperative to human life and civilization than
the mere dead weight of blind religious formalism that they have
become today.

(3) Separating genuine spiritual life from blind superstition
and socio - cultural evils so that the former may not be lost sight
of owing to the predominence of the latter in the present Indian life,

With these objects, the Mission bas launched a unique Telugu
fortnightly on Ramanavami (April2lst, 1983.) entitled *Sai Baba”
(half Crown size). The issue contains priceless articles on (1) the
life of Sai Baba, (2) a serialization of Hujrat Tajuddin Baba's life,
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(3) 8 few leelas of Sai Baba, (4) a serialization of an invaluable
spiritual book, Vartalapam, (6) an article spelling out the relation
between modern scientific outlook and Spiritual wisdom. (6) There °
is a special article comparing the life and teachings of Shri Rama
and Sai Baba. (7) There is one article on the famous Sai devotee
Nanawalli. (8) A very penetrating article on certain modern
ways of our society which is sure to challenge the younger
generation to.heart searching and impress on if the need to reform
its ways. Every bit of space is loaded with beautiful anecdotes’
from the lives of sufi mystics, While releasing the journal, the
founder President of the Mission has explained that the journal
promises to fulfil a need which no other single spiritul journal in
Telagu is at present doing-the need to make every devotee a
guide, friend and philosopher to everyone around, and an active
responsible and capable  individual committed to the ideal of
building a highly enlightened  society. The inauguration of the
journal was conducted in the newly constructed Dwarakamayi
Satsang Mandir at Ongole in a well attended fuction. Further,
Shri Acharyaji said that the journal was intended to link together
the various satsang groups in Andhra Pradesh into a dynamic
family of dedicated workers for the revival of spiritual values
in our society. The copies of the inaugural issue were avidly
read by large numbers of devotees. Everyone felt that not even
a part of any page in it could be thrown aside as back-dated.
It is hoped that the journal Sai Baba can do more to the cause
of Sai Prachar in particular and to the spiritual awakening of
the society in general than most others and it bids fair to the
transformation of every Sai Mandir, that utilizes its services into
a college of spiritual wisdom that caters to our suciety,‘ which
is day by day drifting into moral and intellectual chaos.

Sainathuni Sarth Babu
General Secretary, Sai Baba Mission,
58-8-5, Santhpet, Ongole - 523 001

Hf R



Report of the Ninth Annual Gathering at Shirdi
(Continued from June 1983 issue)

As stated before the delegates this year were singularly
lucky in having the blessings of the president of this year’s
gathering and four Ex-Presidents, who all had the good fortune
to get the blessings of Shri Sai Baba, when He existed in flesh
and blood, Two of the Ex-Presidents Viz, Shri Nanasaheb Rasane
and Sou. Sarojinitai Muley were requested to address the gathering
and Shri Rasane first spoke as follows, “President Dr. Kapadisaheb,
Ex-Presidents, Court Receiver Kakresaheb and delegates, | am
very happy that you all have gathered here to consider ways and
means to improve Shri Sai Leela magazine and to spread Sai
devotion, The greatness of Shri Sai Baba has no end, It is
unlimited and it will last upto the end of the world, From the
speeches of some delegates | could conjecture that they are worried
about the future of Shri Sai Leela Magazine and the annual
gathering; but let me tell you that you should not at all worry
about these things. Shri Sai Baba will solve all the questions in
a way, which will be favourable to you. Shri Baba is the doer
of all things. He knows all the things that are happening
everywhere, You should have full faith in Him. You should
not take any sort of doubts. Keep full faith in Shri Baba. When
Shri Baba is in your mind, you should not fear from anything.
Mother Sai is pervading the whole universe and is still remaining
The pame and fame of Shri Sai Baba has reached America and
England., There are hundreds of devotees of Shri Sai Baba in
those countries. They honour me because I was born due to the
blessings of Shri Baba and because | had the good fortune to
have darshan and blessings of Shri Baba during His lifetime.
When they meet me 1 explain to them the stories and the
philosophy that are embodied in Shri Sai Sachhirat. [ pray at
the feet of Shri Sai Baba that He should have His favour on me,
that he should give me good health and that I should be able to
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move about upto the end of my life. [ also wish that you should
have regards for me as you are having now upto the end of my
life. 1 thank you all for having given a patient hearing to me.?

Sou, Sarojinitai Muley then addressed the gathering as
follows, "President Dr. Kapadisaheb, Court Receiver Shri
Kakaresaheb, the executive editors, the delegates and ladies and
gentlemen. | thank you all for having called me to attend this
gathering as its ex-president. Saint Tukarammaharaj said that
you should recognise that man as a sadhu who considers the
oppressed as his own relatives and he further adds that you
should feel the presence of God there, By serving those who
were suffering from woes and from diseases like leprosy, Shri Sai
Baba proved the aforesaid saying of Saint Tukarammaharaj, Other
persons would have hated such people; but Shri Sai Baba served
them and nursed them with his own hands and showed to the
world that all human beings are the children of God. He was
caring for the good of humanity day and night and He worked
for that during the whole of His life.

I bave got a habit of noting down something very striking
which I come across, In one magazine, which is published from
Pune. I once read that Shri Akkalkot Swami was the Guru of
Shri Sai Baba. In His boyhood hri Sai Baba was at Akkalkot
when He used to prepare the "hukka” regularly in the morning
and evening and He used to present it to Swamiji. Due to this
siucere service, Shri Swamiji once threw his silver padukas at Shri
Sai Baba and said,”” Go and settle down on the bank of Godavari,
Hoist my banner there and preach real religion to the people.”
From that time Shri Sai Baba Came to Shirdi and started his
penance in front of the padukas of His Guru,

Shri Baba is reported to bave said once that the underground
cellar was the sacred place of Samadhi of his Gnru and therefore
it should not be used commercially. “These words of Shri Baba
must be quite true.
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The religion or caste of Shri Sai Baba is not known to
anybody; but it is said that because of the sincere worship of
lord Shiv done by a religious couple, Shri Baba was born as the
only son of that couple. He was later op found bva Muslim in
the forest and he took him to his house. The Muslim gentleman
brought up Shri Baba as his own son, The effects of Muslim
customs that we see on Baba may be because of that. Otherwise
Shri Baba is really a Hindu and his ears were pierced by his
parents. His advice is very simple, “Have implisit faith in the
Guru and be patient. Those who are having °‘Nishtha’ and
‘Saburi’ will not feel shortage of anything in their life. In the
desert of life they will not feel any want.

How can we describe the greatness of the touch, word,
darshan and company of Sadguru? Those who ‘got it’ are really
lucky and there is nobody in this world as lucky as them.
Because of Shri Sai Baba’s favour 1 got all these things in my
childhood, | had the good fortune to sit in his lap and get his
pat on my back. I consider myself to be specially fortunate as
I had His blessings in my childhood.

There is nothing more sacred in this world than the feet of
Sadguru. If your mind 1s fixed there, then there is no end to
your happiness. The merit of those persons, who were called
to Him by Shri Baba, must be really immence. Even 1 had the
occasion to experience that favour from Shri Sai Baba, In 198l
1 was elected as the president of the seventh annual gathering at
Shirdi., When Shri Chendwankar told me that not only once,
twice but thrice Shri Baba whispered in his ears about my name,
| really started wondering about the leela of Shri Sai Baba and
I felt that there must not be anyone in this world, who must be
so fortunate to have the blessings of Shri Baba even after many
years of His Mahasamadhi.

The story of how Shri Baba came to my house and gave
me darshan on the day previous to the day when I started to
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come for this gathering, is also very wonderful. On that day one
gentleman aged about 24 to 25 was standing in front of my house
and was shouting “Take darshan of Sai Baba of Shirdi”.
The man had an upper garment of saffron colour and on it the
words “Sai Ram’’ were printed in red ink. When we heard his
words, we all rushed outside the house and requested him to
come in our house, He no doubt came in but he declined to sit,
He had Shri Sai Baba’s photo and Shri Dabholkar’s Sai Satcharit
with him. We bowed to him and offered to him rupees five by
way of dakshina, However he declined to accept it and said, *']
have come only for your darshan. I do not want any money”’.
Ultimately when we pressed him too much, he retained only two
rupees out of that amount and returned three rupees to me. |
took those rupees as the prasad of Shri Sai Baba. While leaving
us the gentleman told me, “We will meet at Shirdi on Thursday"”
How did he know without telling him, that I was going to Shirdi ?
After coming to Shirdi, I tried hard to search him in the crowd
during the morning and noon aarti; but | could not see him.
Instead of that when [ saw at the marble statue of Shri Sai Baba,
He moved his head and smiled. In this way Shri Sai Baba gave
me darshan at Indore in the form of that gentleman, I would
request you all to keep implicit faith in Shri Sai Baba. Then He
is sure to give you darshan in some form or other, You must
only try to recognisc Him in that disguise.

I thank you all and Shri Kakresaheb in particular for
having invited me for this gathering as its ex—president. I also
thank you for having listened to my speech very patiently.”

The following delegates attended the gathering Dr. M, K,
Kirtekar, Shri Dwarkeshbhai Shah, Shri. D. R. Khadke, Shri Anil
Rasal, Shri Ramakant Pandit, Shri. Vijay Hajare, Shri Madhav
Gore, Sou. Vasundhara Chore, Sou. Kalawati Chavan, Shri
Radhakrishna Gupta (Chetan), Shri Anil Risbud, Shri Shreeram
Satardekar, Sou. Kumudini Tilak, Sou. Asmita Dandekar, Sou.
Tarabai Chendvankar, Shri. G. R. Palkar, Shri, Vasantrao Pradhan
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Shri Prabhakar Kolamkar, Shri. Bipin Swadia, Dr, A K. Pathak,
Shri Suryakant Dalvi, Shri D. R. Dalvi, Sou. Shanta Sorode, Smt.
Leelatai Golatkar, Shri, Madhusudan Karambelkar, Shri, Suresh
Satpute, Sou. Shashikala Revankar, Shri. Belwalkar (all from
Bombay) Shri. Sanjayanand Swami and Mira Sanjayanand from
Badrinath, Dr. Indutai Naik and Dr. Sumati Khanvilkar from
Lonawala. Sou, Sushilabai Hajare from Malegaon, Shri and Mrs.
Potnis from Pimpri. Shri Dattatraya More, Shri Raghunath
Sandbhor, Shri, M. B, Nimbalkar, Sou, Ushatai Mulye from Pune.
Shri. Pandurangrao Bhujbal, Dr. M. G. Shinde, Shri. Prabhakar
Kamble from Satara. Shri Madhukarrao Ambade from Baroda.
Shri Nagesh Moglaikar, Sou, Leelatai Marathe and Shri Jagdeesh
Devpurkar from Dhule, Shri. Ramesh D. Chavan, Shri Hasmukh
Onkar Patil, Shri Madhukar Mandlik, Shri. Shantilal Dave from
Navapur. Professor Patwari, Dr, Hibbare, Mrs. Mathurabai
Hibbare from Bidar. Dr. Malati Rahate from Bhandara. Shri
B. D. Jagatpuria from Shirud, Shri. Laxmanrao Rapatwar from
Nanded. Shri Bapusaheb Nirkhe, Shri. Prakash Karpe and Dr,
Babaji from Indore. Shri Jugal Kishore Puri from Chandigad,
Shri. Goyal from Garkhal. Sou. Sindhu Krishnarao Sanas from
Katol. Dr. B. G. Das from Kanpur Sou., Sarojinidevi Rajalu from
Calcutta, Shri. R, S. Ramkrishnan from Madras. Shri. M, Ganga
Reddi from Hyderabad., Shri.. /x. Machander Das from Warangal.
Smt. Lilawati Gujrathi from Shirdi, Shri, Maheshbhai Waishnay
from Ahmedabad. Shri, Brijmohan Mourya from Singahi-Khiri.
Shri Prakash Lalwani from Kurla, Bombay Shri V. Sunderam
from Calcutta, Shri Lutade from Wardha and Shri Ranjit Patil etc.

It will be seen from the above list that the contributors
to Shri Sai Leela magazing have been spread far and wide. A
few others from various other places had a mind to attend the
gathering; but they could not come due to their personal difficulties.
The places from which the aforesaid delegates came, are spread
on all sides of I[ndia and therefore this gathering of the
contributors to Shri Sai Leela magazine becomes a miniature All
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India Gathering of Shirdi Sai devotees. This gathering helpy
people from all over India to meet each other and they establish
a relation of Sai brotherhood and Sai sisterhood among themselves,
Shri Sai Baba's teaching was of universal brotherhood and it will
be seen that this gathering is helping to achieve that goal quite
effectively. There is therefore no wonder that all the delegates
feel that it should be continued for ever for fostering this Saj
brotherhood and Sai sisterhood among all the Sai devotees, spread
throughout the length and breadth of our country. *

Shri Sai The Guding Force

“ 1 shall be active and vigorous even from my tomb ",
said Shri Baba and the devotees generally happen to find one
incident or the other which proves to be very helpful for them
in future,

Further, Shri Sainath has said, "] am ever living to help
and guide all who come to me, who surrender to me and who
seek refuge in me®, Once you tell Him that it is He who has
to do a particular work and you will only be doing whatever
He governs, you will only be dancing the way He wants you to,
you will find that the work is done without any efforts or
hindrances.

I, like other devotees, experience a number of occasions
when the timely help by Him proves to be very important for
me. Rather, he is the doer of my every big and small work as
I do not believe myself as the doer of any work. However, |
would like to share with the Sai-devotees, what I experienced in
connection with Baba’s activity and help.

I was married in December, 1982 and like most of the
Sai-devotees, the first thing I wanted to do after my marriage was
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to visit the biggest shrine, Shirdi, alongwith my wife. So, I
chalked out a programme to go to Shirdi and then, to go to Pune,
Panchgani and Mahabaleshwar on a pleasure trip. A suite was
booked for me in one of the best hotels at Panchgani and
everything else was also settled.

I, alongwith my wife, proceeded for Shirdi as per my
programme. We dropped at Belapur and got a room in a hotel
to keep our surplus luggage. After taking our bath, we went to
Shirdi by bus, Like others, we also went to Dwarkamai. We
had some pooja-rice with us, which we had to offer in the sacred
Dhuni, When we were doing so, a priest came (o us and started
talking about the ‘Udi’, the remains of Dhuni, He also advised
me to take some Udi with me. Since, | was having sufficient quantity
of it at my house, 1 told him that 1 do not need any more of it
But, as he insisted that we should take some, | picked up some Udi
and kept it with me after wrapping it in a piece of paper.

We returned to Belapur and had to stay there overnight.
Next morning, my wife (who knew very little about Baba before
marriage), demanded the Udi which | brought from Shirdi
and told me that we had forgotton to bring it from our home,

Had Baba not encouraged the priest to ask us to take Udi,
our routine of applying some Udi on our forehead and lips after
morniag prayers would have been disturbed for fifteen days.

How active and vigorous he is even today! Baba has said,
"My tomb shall bless and speak to the needs of my devotees.'
How much careful He is of the needs of His devotees!

He further said, "If you cast your burdon on me, I shall
surely bear it.,* Now, Jet us see how He bore my burdon on
himself during that jouraney.

We decided to get reservation for our return journey when
we reached Pupe. During our onward journey. | was told by a
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fellow passenger at Pune that one can get reservation for Delhj
only if the application is made, at least, three weeks in advance,
We were thinking that our programme will be upset if we do not
get reservation as per our schedule. But, I thought that we can't
make any programme ourselves, Itis Lord Sainath who has to do it.

My first work on reaching Pune was to try for our
reservation for the return journey and to our surprise, we got it
on the date we preferred. which was only ten days ahead.

Next aftercoon, we reached Panchgani. When we reached the
hotel and contacted the receptionist, he told us that all the suites
were pre-occupied and that the suite booked for me was occupied
only an hour back. I could not blame the hotel men. since, the
suite was allotted to me by my employers, who have booked it
for their employees permanantly, There had been dcuble allotment
by mistake. So, 1 had no alternative, but, to arrange for my
accommodation elsewhere,

Here also, Baba came to our rescue, He did not only
arrange good accommodation for us, but, also helped us to get a
nice company, the family of a senior of mine, posted at my Head
Office. This family not only helped us in getting a suite in
State Tourism Corporation rest house, but, also took us with
them to the nearby places worth seeing. In short, we had a nice
<tay there by His grace, We returned to our place as scheduled
after experiencing hundreds of Baba's miracles.

In fact. if one wants to have any type of help, one gets it
from Him,. *

Fardeep K. Ghai
‘Sai Chaya’ 549, Friends Colohy,
Yamuna Nagar 135001 Haryana State

* *
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Shri Sai Baba is watchful on his devotees, He comes in
different forms in order to help his devotees at the time of distress,
1 would like to share one such incident that occured recently.

After attending a marriage at Ongole on 25-7-1982 we had
to come back to Nellore on 27-7-1982 in connection with *Sravana
Mangala Vara Nomulu" (a function which is performed by the
newly wedded bride for 5 years on all the Tuesdays of "Sravana
Masam®,) positively. So. we had to start on 26-7-1982, As all
the buses were heavily crowded we could not catch the bus, We
had to wait upto 9,00 P. M. My wife and myself could get into
the bus when my mother and grandmother could not, It was
decided that they should come on the early hours of 27-7-1982.
They left the bus stand after we boarded the bus, When the bus
was about to start, suddenly my wife asked me to get down the
bus as she felt that the others may not able to catch the bus on
the next day for attending the programme, On enquiry at the
R, T. C. enquiry office, 1 was informed that the last bus was at
11.30 P. M, and there were no buses till 7.00 AM, So, we
decided to go to the bride's house ar Kothapet where my mother
and grand mother would be staying, We engaged a rickshaw
and went there, where we came to know that they had left for
my grand mother’s friend's house which was nearby. On hearing
the same we rushed to that house inivain. Then 1 prayed to Baba
that there may not be any difficulty for the next day's programme.
We came back 10 the bride's residence. As we were engaged in
chit chatting, suddenly my mother came there. We were surprised
to see her.

Then we rushed back to the bus stand. On the way to the
bus stand I asked my mother how she could come to know that
we were at the bride’s house. Then she narrated the following
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incident, As the bride’s residence was full of relatives, they were
in a dilemma whether to go to my grandfather’s house at
Ramanagar which is far off. On their way while they were talking to
their friends, a rickshawwallah came there and asked my mother
whether they would like to have a rickshaw. My mother told
him that they did not need him. He told her that Sundaramma
and a man were searching for them and they were at the bride’s
residence at Kothapet, She was surprised to hear the same and
thought that he was lying as she saw us boarding the bus. So
saying he went away, She thought it better to go over to the
bride’s residence along with the grand mother. On coming to the
bride’s residence, she was surprised to see us. Our prayer to
Shri Sai was fulfilled and we could catch the bus at 10.30 P.M
and came to Nellore by 1-45 A. M, without any problem.
Everything went well on 27-7-1982. On Tuesday we went to Shri
Sainath Mandhir at Gandhinagar, Nellore. [ was astonished as

to how the rickshawwallah came to guide them to us. It is still
alresh in our memory.

We are sure that it was Shri Sai Baba who inspired the
rickshawwallah to inform my mother about our stay at the bride’s
residence ; or else we would have been put to a lot of difficulty

in searching for each other and could not have reached for the
function in time,

K. L. V. S. Sarma, Librarian
Government Junior College, Karvetnagar 517 582
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(Continued from June 1983
Issue)

SHRDI

Friday 22-4-83

As the Samadhi Mandir was open for the whole night there
was no Kakad aarti today. The programme of this day therefore
started with the holy bath of Shri Sai Baba and the Abhishek
thereafter, Rudrabhishek was done at 7-30 (a. m.) at Gurusthan.

From 10-30 a.m. to 12-30 p.m. the kala Keertan was
performed in the Samadhi Mandir by Shri Tukarambuwa
Ajegaonkar from parbhani. This Keertan also was appreciated
much by the audience; The dahihandi programme took place after
the keertan, The noon aarti was sung thereafter and teerth
and prasad were distributed to the persons present for the aarti.
From the point of view of most of the devotees the performance of
the kala keertan marks the end of the festival. Hence many of
them start returning after taking prasad in the bhojangribha. At
10 p. m, Shejarati was sung and the Samadhi Mandir was closed.

{n the cumpuund of the new bhojangriha a performance of
the drama “Gajanan Maharaj of Shegaon'’ was given by M/S
Aarti ‘Theatres from 10-30 p. m, to 1-30 a. m. Shri Kumarsen
Gupte wrote the play and he also presented it on behalf of the
Aarti Theatres, The play was acted well and the script of the
play was also well-written. The audience appreciated the
programme very much and were pleased. with the performance.
Before the play, the documentary *“Shirdi darshan’' was also
screened. With these programmes the Ramanawami festival at
Shirdi, which lasted for three days, came.to a successful end.
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During the days of the festival a sweet dish was served to
every devotee taking prasad in the bhojangriha in the usual rates,
Thousands of poor persons were served food free during the
festival days, In the premises of the Sansthan pendals and arches
were erected in order to give shelter to the devotees visiting Shirdi
and to decorate the surroundings. Electricillumination was also
dove, As during these days there is lot of heat at Shirdi, people
feel constantly thirsty, Hence arrngements were made for serving
drinpking water at several places in the Sansthan premises. In
~ order to face the water shortage, if any, the tankers of the Zilla
Parishad and the Taluka Panchayat Samiti were kept ready.

The Police, Home Guards and security force of the Shirdi
Sansthan helped a lot in maintaining law and order. Shri Bakre,
Dy. Inspector of Police Shirdi Out post, Shri Subhash Kotasthane,
officer of the Home Guards and Police Inspector Shri Gaikwad
have taken special trouble to help the maintenance of law and
“order. The Rovers and Rangers of the Bharat Scouts and Guides,
Western and Central Railway, did very commendable work under
the able guidance of District Scout leader Shri Y. K. Kakre and
other leaders.

The articles offered to Shri Sai Baba by the devotees were
sold by auction to the devotees on all the three days of the festival
and it was gratifying that the devotees vied with each other in
purchasing those articles. The State Transport aythorities arranged
for extra buses which helped to ease the traffic. Irrigation Deptt
Maharashtra Government, helped the Sansthan by supply of water
through the canal. For the first time, devotees were housed in
the new building named "Sai Uddyan' constructed at a cost of
Rs, 40/ - lacs, This new building is quite spacious and it is able
to accommodate about 1500 to 2000 devotees at a time.

On a moderate estimate we may say that over 4 lacs people
visited Shirdi during the three days of the festival, As this influx
of devotees was much beyond the expected crowd, there was
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great strain on the employees of the Shirdi Sansthan for making
adequate arrangements for the devotees, coming to Shirdi, The
Court Receiver, Shri Kakresaheb, Shri D, C. Pathak, the Office
Superintendent of Shirdi Sansthan, Shri V. S, Apte the Chief
Accounts Officer and other officers of the Shirdi Sanstban had to
work very bhard during the days of the festival in order to see
that all programmes went on smoothly,

Rangapanchami :~

On 2-4-83, the Chariot of Shri Sai Baba, duly decorated,
was taken in procession through the Shirdi village on account of
Rangapanchami. On the way of the procession many devotees
from the village took darshan of Shri Sai Baba. On that day the
Dhuparati was performed at 7 p. m, after the procession returned
back to Samadhi Mandir,

During this month the following artists gave their various
programmes in the Samadhi Mandir,

Keertan :- 1) Shri Shankar Maharaj Wadgaonkar, Javala Parbhani
2) Smt, Pramila D. Paithankar, Nasik 3) Shri Tukarammaharaj
Ajegaonkar, Parbhani 4) Shri Manohar Vasudeo Koklegaonkar
alias Manumaharaj Nanded,

Pravachan := 1) Shri Murlidhar Ramrao Deshmukh, ghirdi
2) Shri Jagannath buwa Wakchoure, Shirdi 3) Shri Raghunath
Krishnaji Karkhanis, Pune,

Yocal Music, Instrumental music, Dance Bhajan etc.

1) Shri Sai Bbajani Mandal, Shirdi 2) Shri Vasant
Dattatraya Phulambrikar, Bandra 3) Shri Vasantrao ‘Dadaram
Pawar, Shirdi 4) Sou. Rajan, Delhi 5) Smt. Jyotibehen
A. Manuja 6) Shri A. M. Manuja 7) Smt. Radhabai Sainani
8) Miss, Ratna H. Sainani 9) Shri G, A, Deonani 10) Shri Dattaram
Laxman Sathale, Bombay 11) Shri Mukund Krishnaji Mbhatre
12) Shri Shreeram Vishnu Satardekar, Parel 13) Dr. M. K
Kirtekar, Bombay 14) Shri Raghuveer Shantaram Mirane, Shirdi
15) Shri Ajit Kadkade, Bombay 16) Shri Datta Jogdand 17) Shri
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Sai Bankar 18) Shri Krishna Chari 19) Shri S. K. Kulkarni, Nagar
20) Shri Ramdas Dattatraya Daithankar 21) Shri. Dilip Mukund
Salavane 22) Shri Bholanath Samel Bombay 23) Shri Raghunath
Sandbhor, Pune 24) Shri Sudhakar Kamtekar, Bombay 25) Smt.
Gajrebai 26) Smt. Sudha, (A. P.) 27) Smt. Manorama Bajpai,
Kanpur 28) Smt. Gouri Bajpai, Kanpur 29) Smt, Srroj Shukla
30 Shri Ashok 31) Shri Subhash Mukund Munase, Andheri,
Bombay 32) Shri Vasant Dhumkar, Bombay 33) Shri Ahmad
Pathan, Shirdi 34) Shri Nandkishor Purohit, Baroda, 35) Dr. I.
Ramachari, Hyderabad 36) Shri Harakchand Chandrabhan 37)
Shri Suhas Sadashiv Kshirsagar 38) Shri Parasmal Champalal
Porwal 39) Shri. Neelesh Bhiwandkar 40) Shri G, L, Choudhari,
Anantpur 41) Shri Mahesh Rane, Bombay 43) Shri Mukesh Shirke
44) Shri Sadanand Parchure 45) Shri Balasaheb Kulkarni,
Laxmiwadi 46) Smt. Annapurnadevi, Shirdi 47) Smt. Manibai,
Shirdi 48) Shri Krishnarao, Shirdi 49) Shri Anjayya, Hyderabad
50) Shri. Dnyaneshwar Vaidya, Shirdi 51) Shri Lalit Kumar, Shirdi
52) Shri Digambar Uddhav Bhatwadekar, Rahata 53) Shri
Shashikant Dattatraya Joshi 54) Shri Arun Somani, Sangamner
55) Shri Prakash Barde, Sangamner 56) Shri, Pise Barshikar,
Barshi 57) Shri Mahadeo Dattatraya, Sangamner 58) Shri Narayan
Rajendra Chadole, Sangamner 59) Shri Shiwaji Rambhau Pandhare,
Karmala 60) Shri. Maheshwar- Anant, Bombay 61) Shri Yadav
Jadhav 62) Shri Bala Pilaji Gurav, Shirdi 63) Shri Shivram Baburao
Bidwe, Sangamner 64) Shri Bhide 65) Shri Sakharam Raghuji
Gurav, Kopargaon 66) Shri Bhimrao Shinde . Bansode, Sakuri
67) Shri Yashwant Purushottam Ranade, Kopargaon 68) Shri,
Jadusing Usman Thakur 69) Shri M. Kiran, Hyderabad 70) Shri
F. S. Chourase, Bhilai 71) Shri Rambhau Satarkar, Chandrakant
Dhavalpurkar Mandal 72) Smt. Tarabai Munshi 73) Shri Dnyanoba
Tatyaba Wadekar, Kopargaon 74) Shri Bapurao Tukaram Kamble
75) Shri. Shiwaji Tukaram Dhumal, Shirdi. 76) Shri Dattopant
Lakhe 77) Smt. Leelawatibai Gujrathi, Shirdi 78) Shri Dattatraya
Naik, Tukaram Kheckar Lokanatya Mandal 79) Shri Ramdas
Bbausaheb aud artists 80) Shri Vishwanath Kishan Kher 81) Shri
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Vasant Damoder Rasane, Pune 82) Shri Dattatraya Damoder
Rasane, Pune 83) Shri Vasant Joshi, Bombay 84) Shri Yashawant
Naik 85) Shri Vilas Pawaskar 86) Shri Datta Kadam 87) Shri
Shashikant Raul 88) Shri S, B. Narkar 89) Shri Shashanka Tawde
90) Shri Shashikant Chavan 91) Shri Haribhau Warge 92) Shri
Chandrakant Kokam 93) Shri Vilas Mahadik 94) Shri Shashi
Dalvi 95) Shri Suresh Hirlekar 96) Shri Suresh Anjarlekar 97) Shri
Barku Shet 98) Shri Ravi Satghare 99) Shri Raghunath Nagare
100) Shri Shantaram Mirane 101) Shri Madhukar Bhalerao, Shirdi
102) Shri. Anand Dattatraya Karambelkar, Bombay 103) Shri
Chaturdhan Nagare, Shirdi 104) Baraukar Kaka 105) Shri Manik
Sali 106) Shri Y., K. Karle of Rovers and Rangers, Western
Railway Scouts and Guides, Bambay 107) Shri V. S. Dhumkar
108) Shri Bhosale 109) Shri N. C, Parikh 110) Shri. Bhagubhai V,
111) Shri Narayan S, -Rane 112) Shri Uday Patil 113) Shri
Bhajanlal K, 114) Shri Madhusudan Gaurde 115) Shri Ashok L
116) Shri Devendra P. 117) Shri Shantaram B, 118) Shri S_ S
Murti 119) Shri Pradip L 120) Shri Kundan K. 121) Shri Suresh
B. 122) Shri Ganpat S. 123) Shri S. K. Bhogle 124) Shri G. T.
Suryavanshi 125) Shri P, Malkani 126) Shri A. S. Bhkshi 127) Shri
S. P, Rajawat 128) Shri P. T. Sawant 129) Shri P, B, Chawla
130) Shri F. S, Christophar 131) Shri Santanu Ambekar 132) Shri
Madhu Upaskar 133) Shri Sunil Rane 134) Shri R, S Katiyar
135) Shri P. G. Goyal 136) Shri Suresh J. 137) Shri Ramlakhan
G. 138) Shri Kesharlal B, 13y) Shri A, K. Devle 140) shri V. D.
Gaikwad 141) Shri Kaghuraj Bairagi 142) Shri Mahendrasing
145) Shri, M. A, Joshi 144) Miss, N. S, Trivedi 145) Sou. Geeta
Mechta 146) Miss, Jamna Khatanhar 147) Miss. Reskha Joshi
148) Sou. Sunita Desai 149) Miss. Usha Dani 150) Miss. Geeta S.
151) Miss. Maithelce 152) Miss. Bharti Mehta 163) Miss. Hemalata
Patel 154) Miss. P, Padmarao 155) Sou. Beena Malkani 1568) Miss.
Anamika Ambekar 157) Sou. Bharati Ambekar 158) Shri Damodar
Vasudeo Bhandarkavathe, Pandharpur 159Y) Shri Vivek Muley,
Bombay 160) Shri Vilas Paralkar, Bombay 161) Shri. Subhash
Jayawant Kambli, Bombay 162) Shri Kumarsen Gupte, 163) Shri
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Hemant Chitnis, Bombay 164) Late Tukaram Khedkar, Pandurang
Muley Majarwadikar Lokanatya Tamasha Mandal 165) Artists of
the play Shegavche Gajanan Maharaj 166) Shri Dinanath Lad
167) Shri Kishor Dandekar 168) Shri Arun Mondkar 169) Shri.
Madhusudan Angane 170) Shri Datta Kherade 171) Shri Shashi
Sakpal 172) Shri Baliram Gamre 173) Shri Shreeram Mahadik
174) Shri Anant Dhuri 175) Shri Manohar Sawant 176) Shri Vijay
Bhalekar 177) Shri. Abhinandan Patil 178) Shri Siddhesha Gupte
179) Shri Vilas Rokde 180) Shri Madhukar Shankhapal 181) Shri
Bhaskar Jagtap 182) Shri Shrikant Kulkarni 183) Shri. Prakash
Gawde 184) Shri. Datta Patil 185) Shri, Anpa Sakre 186) Miss,
Nayan Naik 187) Miss Nanda Sonawane 188) Miss Aarati Gupte
189) Miss Sangeeta Gupte 190) Sou. Mangala Joshi 191) Shri,
Datta Rane 192) Shri. Shantaram Surve 193) Shri Shankar Kambli
194) Shri, Suneel Kambli 195) Sou. Vidya Khandawe Umarawati
196) Shri Narayan Vasudo Phal, Bombay 197) Shri. Mohan
Madhukar Khandwe 198) Shri Suresh Maruti Bhosale, Natepute
199) Shri, Tanaji Laxman Pale, Pandharpur 200) Pandit Tukaram
Dhumal 201) Shri Nana Krishna Wadekar, 202) Skri Yadav Bom.

Weather .- the weather at Shirdi was quite healthy during this
mouth, Due to scanty rain last year some water shortage was
felt. The days have started getting hotter every day.
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No,

I

31.
32.
33.

Publications of Shri Sai

Name of the Book

Shri Sai Satcharita
do
do
do
do

Shri Sai Baba Jeevitacharitram

do
Sai Leelamrit
do
do
Shri Sai Baba Awatarkarya
Shri Sainath Stawanmanjiri
do
Sagoonopasana
do
Four Adhyayas by Dasganu
Sai Keertanmala
Pictorial Sai Baba
Shirdi Darshan
Children’s Sai Baba
do
do
do
do
Great Saint Shri Sai Baba

Sai The Superman (Sai Sharananand) English

Guide to Holy Shirdi
do
do
do
Pooja Vidhi
Rudradhyaya

Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi, P. Bharueha Eng.

Baba Sansthan Shirdi

Language Price
Rs,
Marathi 22.00
English 13.50
Hindi 12.00
Gujrati 12.00
Kannad 10.00
Telugu 13,00
Tamil 12.00
Maralthi 7.50
Guijarati 4.25
Hindi 7.00
Marathi 4.00
do 0.35
Gujarati 0.30
Marathi 0.50
Gujarati 0.50
Marathi 1.25
Marathi 0.75
Marathi 4.00
English 4.51)
Marathi 1.75
English 8
Telugu *© Under Print
Gujarati 1.50
Hindi 1.75
Marathi 0,50
5.25
English 1.50
Marathi 1.50
Gujarati 1.50
Hindi Under Print
Telugu do
Marathi 0.90
5.00

Postage

Ks

600
4-00
4.00
4 00
4.00
4.00
4.60
3.00
3.80
3.50
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00
300
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00

3.00
3,00
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00
3.00

3.00
3.00

Shri Sai Leela Monthly Magazine Marathi & English-cum-Hindi
Single Copy Re. 1/-

Annual Subscription Rs. 10/-
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SHRI SAI BABA PHOTOS

No Photos Size (Inches) Price Postage

Rs. P. Rs. P.

1) Ashirwad 14x20 1-65 3-00

2) " 10x14 1-10 3-00

3) ” 7x10 0-55 3-00
i 4) i 4x5 0-20 3-00
{ 5 " 2x3 0-15 3-00
I 6) Baba Sitting on Stone (Col) 14x20 1-65 3-00
8 7 .» (Black & White) 14x20 1-65 3-00
i 8) Statue Photo 13x18 2-75 3-00
9) @ 13x18 1-00 3-00
4 10) Dwarkamai Photo (Col)  14x20 1-10 3-00
q 11) .. 10x14 0-85 3-00

12) Camera Photo (Coloured) 9x12 1-65 3-00
g 13) .» (Black & White) 9x12 1-10 3-00
4 14) Baba Sitting on Stone (Blue) 9x13 0-75 3-00
4 15) Shri Sai Baba Tin Plate Calendar 16-00 8-00

Publications & Photos Available at ;-

I. Receiver Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, P. O, Shird,
ral. Kopargaon, Dist. Ahmednagar

2. “Sai Niketan"” 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Road, Dadar,
Bombay-400 014

Printed by Shri K. H. Kakre at Maratha Prmtmg Press,
Naigaum X Road, Dadar, Bombay 400-014. and published by him
at Sai Niketan 504-B Dr. Ambedkar Rd, Dadar, Bombay 400 014



