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GURUSTHAN

D OETA

After getting down at the S. T. Stand at Shirdi, a devotee
has to pass througah a row of shops before h: comes to the pre-
mises of the Shirdi Sansthan After he starts walking towards
the Samadhi Mandir, he sees to his right a small temple under a
Neem tree. This is the Gurusthan of Shri Sai Baba and it is also
a very important holy placr.: during the pilgrimage of Shirdi.

At His first advent in Shirdi, Shri Sai Baba was found to
be sitting under this same Neem tree. A graphic description of
how He was noticed by the mother of Nana Chopdar of Shirdi
and how the people discovered the underground cellar after digging
the ground, is given in Shri Sai Satcharit in Chapter 1V which
reads as follows:-

He (Shri Sai Baba) first manifested Himself as a young lad
of sixteen under a Neem tree in Shirdi for the sake of Bhaktas.
Even then He seemed to be full with the knowledge of Brahman.
He had no desire for worldly objects even in dream. He kicked
out Maya and Mukti (deliverance) was serving at His feet. One
old woman of Shirdi, the mother of Nana Chopdar, described him
thus- This yound lad, fair, smart and very handsome, was first
seen under the Neem tree seated in an Asan. The people of the
village were wonder-struck to see such a young lad practising
hard penance, not minding heat and cold. By day he associated
with none, by night he was alraid of nobody. People were
wondering and asking whence that young chap turned up. His
form and features were so handsome that a mere look endeared
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him to all. He went to nobody’s door, always sat near the Neem
tree, Outwardly he looked very young; but by his action He
was really a Great Soul. He was the embodiment of dispassion
and was an enigma to all One day it so happened that God
Khandoba possessed the body of some devotee and people began
to ask him, “Deva (God), you please enquire what blessed father’s
son is this lad and whence did he come.’' God Khandoba ask
them to bring a pick-axe and dig in a particular place/ When
it was dug, bricks were found and underneath, a flat stone. When
the stone was removed, a corridor was seen, in which four samayis
(lights) were burning The corridor led to a celler where cow-
wouth~shaped structures, wooden boards, neclaces were seen,
Khandoba said-**This lad practised penance here for 12 years,”
Then the people began to question the lad about the same. He
put them off the scent by telling them that it was his Guru's
place, his holy Watan and requested them to guard it well. The
people then closed the corridor as before. As Ashwattha and
Audumber trees are held sacred, Baba regarded this Neem tree
equally scared and loved it most. Mbhalasapati and other Shirdi
devotees regard this site as the resting place (Samadhi Sthana)
of Baba’s Guru and prostrate before it. (Sai Satcharita, Chapter
1V Page 20,9th Edition 1980).

As when questioned, Shri Sai Baba, told the people that, it
was ‘‘His Guru's place, His holy Watan,”” the people started
calling it *“Gurustan” and hence it is known in Shirdi by that
same name.

The Wada of Shri Hari Vinayak Sathe, Dy. Collector
Ahmednagar, is just by the side of this Neem tree, Shri Baba
said that whosoever burns incense near this place on Thursdays
and Fridays, will prosper. After the Mahasamadhi of Shri Sai
Baba, the Sansthan Committee built a small temple here. Shri
Sai Baba Himself reverred this place very much and on his way
to Lendibag, he came to Gurusthan and paid his respects to his
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Guru. As it is well known, Shri Sai Baba never gave any info-
mation about his family, his parents or the place of his birth,
Hence we are fully in dark about these things. From some casual
references in His talk the people conjecture that he came from
some place in the present Marathwada, Once however, He had
to appear in a criminal case of the Dhulia Magistrate’s Court
when Shri Baba is reported to have told that His Guru was
Venkusa, his creed or relgion was Kabir, and his caste or race
was parvardigar (God). Shri Das Ganu Mabharaj, the sincere
devotee of Shri Sai Baba has stated in his book Santkathamrit
that Shri Gopalrao Keshavraj Babasaheb Maharaj, the saint of
Selu, was the Guru of Shri Sai Baba; but he has not been able
to establish this with unchallangable proofs. Hence we have to
accept the statement of Shri Sai Baba, which he made in the
Court of Law and have to remain satisfied only with this infor-
mation that the name of his Guru was Venkusa. Anyway as
the devotees of Shri Sai Baba, we have to accept His statement
that it was the place of his Guru and believe in His words and
pay our respects to the Guru of our Guru (viz Shri Sai Baba.)

Gurusthan temple is just behind the Samadhi Mandir and
it is built on an altar just one foot high, There is only one step
which you have to climb before getting into the temple, The
place. round about this temple, is paved nicely and it is always
swept and kept clean. The Samadhi Mandir faces the east while
the Gurusthan temple faces the west. Three walls of this temple
are partly built with masonary and the upper part has iron grills.
There is a wooden door to the temple some portion of which is
fitted with grill so that even when the door is closed,
the devotees can have darshan. One brass bell in hung outside the
door of the temple, This temple was repaired on the 10th day
of the bright half of the month of Ashwin in shake 1863 (30-9-
1941 A. D.) and the present temple was built recently,

On an atlar in this small temple, the photo of Shri Sai
Baba is placed. The silver frame of this photo is donated by a
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devotee, named Shri Chandubhai Shah (Patel), from Bombay. Ij
front of this photo, there is the usual ‘Pindi’ of Shri Shankar
This Pindi was installed here by Shri Baba Himself, and so it is of
special importance. An idol of Nandi, is usually placed in front
of the Pindi of God Shankar, Similarly we find one small Nandj
in front of this “Pindi". Just outside this small temple. we see
one small marble statue of Shri Sai Baba which was donated to
the Shirdi Sansthan by a devotee, named Shri Yeshwantrai Dave,
from Bombay and it was installed at that place in 1974 after dus
religious rites, At that time rice, equal in weight of the statue,
was distributed as prasad to the devotees. One iron box is placed
in this temple for depositing the donations of the devotees, The
trunk of the Neem tree is seen just by the side of the temple.
The tree spreads all over the temple and, gives a cool shade to
the devotees sitting on the open otla of the temple. Because of
Shri Baba’s boon, given to this tree, we find that, unlike the
other Neem trees, the leaves of this iree are not bitter. In one
corner of the temple, two brass oil lamps have been kept burning
for all the time. -

Just in front of this Neem tree, the Padukas have been
installed on a marble altar, three feet in height. The story of
these Padukas in very interesting and it is described in detail in
Chapter V of the Sai Charita at pages 24 to 26 as follows:~

The Story of Padukas (foot-prints) under the Neem tree

A devotee of Akkalkotkar Maharaj by name Bhai Krishnaji
Alibagkar worshipped the photo of Akkalkotkar Maharaj. He
once thought of going to Akkalkot (Solapur District ), for taking
the darshan of the Padukas (foot prints) of the Maharaj and
offering his sincere worship there; but before he could go there,
he got a vision in his dream. Akkalkotkar Maharaj appeared in
the vision and said to him, “~Now Shirdi is my resting place, go
there and offer your worship”. So Bhai chapnged his plan and
came to Shirdi, worshipped Baba, stayed there for six months
and was happy. As a reminiscence of this vision, etc, he prepared
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the Padukas and installed them on an auspicious day of Shravan,
Shaka 1834 (1912 A. D.) under the Neem tree with due ceremonies
and formalities, conducted by Dada Kelkar and Upasani, One
Dixit Brahmin was appointed for whorship and the management
was entrusted to devotee Sagun.

Complete Version of this Story

Mr. B, V. Deo of Thane, Retired Mamlatdar, and a great
devotee of Sai Baba made enquiries about this matter of Sagun
Meru Naik and Govind Kamlakar Dixit, has published .a full
version of the Padukas in Sai Leela Vol. Il, No. I, page 25. It
runs as follows:— |

In 1834 Shaka (1912 A.D.) one Doctor Ramrao Kothare of
Bombay came to Shirdi for Baba’s Darshan, His compounder and
his friend Bhai Krishnaji Alibagkar accompanied him. The com-
pounder and Bhai became intimate with Sagun Meru Naik and
G, K. Dixit. While discussing things, these persons thought that
ithere must be some memorial of the fact of Sai Baba's first com- .
ing to Shirdi and sitting under the holy Neem tree. They thought
of installing Baba’s Padukas there and were going to make them
of some rough stone. Then Bhai’s friend, the compounder, sugge-
sted that if the matter be made known to his master Dr.Ramrao
Kotbare, he would prepare mice padukas for that purpose, All
liked the proposal and Dr, Kothare was informed. - He came to
Shirdi and drew a plan of the Padukas. He went to Upasani
Maharaj in Khandoba's temple and showed him his plan, The
latter made many improvements, drew lotuses, flowers, conch,
disc, etc and suggested that the following Shloka (verse) regarding
Neem tree’s greatness and Baba’s Yogic powers be inscribed. Ihe
verse was as follows.-

a7 faggea gefqamia |
AqEfaer faFqacaigy 44 |
a6 FAYFAIEE ArT |

qAWiAl agqE AEAET |
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—

I bow to the Lord Sai Nath, who by His constant stay at
the foot of the Neem tree, made it- which though bitlter and
unpleasant was yet oozing nectar (the oozing of this tree is called
Amrit, i, e, nectar, on account of its healing properties) better
than the Kalpa-vriksha (wish-fulfilling tree).

Upasani's suggestions{were‘accepted and carried out.The Padu-
kas were made in Bombay and sent to Shirdi with the compounder,
Baba said that they should be installed on the Pournima (15th)
of Shravan. On that day at 11 a. m,, G: K, Dixit brought them
on his head from Khandoba's temple to the Dwarkamai (Masjid)
in a procession. Baba touched the Padukas, saying that those
were the feet of the Lord and asked the people to instal them
at the foot of the Neem tree,

A day before, one Parsi devotee of Bombay, named Pastha
Shet, sent Rs 25/- by ,money order, Baba gave that sum for the
installation of the Padukas. The total expense of installation
came up to Rs, 100/~, out of which Rs75 were collected by sub-
scriptions For the first 5 years, G. K. DiXit worshipped the
Padukas daily and then this was done by Laxman Kacheshwar
Jakbadi. In the first five years, Dr. Kothare sent Rs, 2/- per
month ~for lighting and he also sent the railing roud the Padukas,
The expenses of bringing the railing from the station to Shirdi
(Rs, 7-80) and roofing was paid by Sagun Meru Naik. Now
Jakhadi (Nana Pujari) does the worship and Sagun Meru Naik
offers the Naivedya and lights the evining lamps.

Bhai Krishnaji was originally a devotee of Akkalkotkar
Maharaj, He had come to Shirdi at the installation of the
Padukas in Shaka 1834 on his way to Akkalkot. He wanted
to go to Akkalkot after taking the darshan of Baba. He asked
Baba’s permission for that, Baba said, **Oh, what is there in
Akkalkot? Why do you go there? The incumbent Maharaj of the
place is here mysclf'” Hearing this, Bhai did not go to Akkal-
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kot, He came to Shirdi off and on after the installation of the
Padukas.

Mr. B. V. Dev concluded that Hemadpant did not know
these details. Had he known them, he would not have failed to
depict them in his Sai Satcharita. (9th edition 1980)"

As the above descriptionjis quite self-explanatory, no further
comments are required to be made thereon.

It is possible to go round the temple and the Neem tree.
The devotees therefore take rounds of the temple and Neem tree
after taking darshan of the photo in the temple at Gurusthan.

Pictures of the twelve Jyotirlingas have been hung on the
four sides of this temple; In the paved open space by the side
of this temple, five concrete benches have been kept where the
devotees come and take rest, During night time also this place
is nicely lighted and it is easy to spend time there after sunset.

For coming to Gurusthan there are gates both on the north
and south sides, Near the south gate, there is a small garden
of flower trees. The history of one garden planted and watered
by Shri Sai Baba is given at page 24 of the Sai Satcharita as
follows:-

‘‘Baba’s Dress and Daily Routine

In his young days, Sai Baba grew hair on his head; never
had his head shaved, He dressed like an athlete, When he went
to Rahata (3 miles from Shirdi), he brought with him small plants
of Zendu, Jai ard Jui, and cleaning and scoring dry land, planted
and watcred them. A devotee, by name Vaman Tatya, supplied
him daily with two earthen pitchers. With these Baba himself
used to water the plants. He drew water from the well and
carried the pitchers on his shoulders. In the evening the pitchers
were kept at the foot of the Neem tree, As soon as they were
placed there, they were broken as they were made of raw earth
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and not baked. Next day Tatya supplied two fresh pitchers.
This course went on for 3 years and with Sai Baba's toil and
labour, there grew a flower-garden, On this site at present stands
the big mansion-Samadhi Mandir of Baba, which is now frequented
and used by so many devotees., (Page 24, Chapter V, Sai Satcha.
rita, 9th edition, 1980)

Though it is stated at the end of the above extract that,
“On the site of the above garden, the Samadhi Mandir is now
built”, still it appears that this garden near the Gurusthan also
must have been a part of the big garden planted by Shri Sai
Baba with his own hands and where he watered the trees by the
water carried through earthen pitchers This garden, though
small, has been consecrated by Shri Sai Baba and hence it is very
holy to all Sai devotees. This garden is fenced with iron bars,

The wada just behind the Gurusthan, is known as Sathe
Wada and it consists of only a ground floor structure having
four specious rooms, In front of the Gurusthan there is a multi-
storied building, which is known as Nulkar Wada, Most of
the rooms in both these Wada are given to the devotees during
their stay at Shirdi for residential purposes, Before the constru-
ction of Shanti Niwas, some two rooms on the ground floor of
Nulkar Wada were being used as Accommodation Office. After
it was shifted to Shanti Niwas, those rooms are now teing used
as store.

In the Indian culture, the Guru holds a very high position
and he is revered much, Hence though the Samadhi Mandir
naturally gets a first place in Shirdi, stll the Gurusthan also
gets its dues, At the time of all the three festivals, the procession
of the Pothi from the Samadhi Mandir to Dwarkamai and back
1s always routed through the Gurusthan, in order to show respect
to this place. Similarly at the time of every festival, Rudrabhisbek
is done on the Pindi of Lord Shankar on the day next to the
main day of the festival,
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There is only one servant, who looks after the Gurusthan,
He sees that the open space round about Gurusthan is always
kept clean and is free from the nuisance of the beggars, As this
open space and the benches are seen by the devotees immediately
after entering the Shirdi Sansthan limits, the devotees wait here
or in the varandahs of the Nulkar wada, upto the time one of
them goes to the Accommodation Office and secures the room
for all of them, If we sit here for a short while, we are amused
by the passing crowd and the tranquility of the place. Many
devotees have forgotten their sorrows and worries after taking
darshan of the Gurusthan and waiting here for a while, Similarly
many have been inspired to undertake different projects while
sitting here and musing, The whole atmosphere here is thus
serene and holy, Shri Vithalrao Bagwe, who looks after the
management of the Samadhi Mandir, also takes care of the upkeep
and maintenance of Gurusthan. The Mandir proper is opened at
430 a, m, and it is closed at 9,30 p. m, However, as stated
before, because of the facility of the grill, fixed in the
door of Gurusthan, the devotees can take darshan even after the
door of the Mandir is closed. May Shri Baba and His Guru
bless all devotees, who visit Gurusthan and remember about it
for the rest of their life!

B e T e T M g . e
Request to Subscribers

It is notized that while remitting their subscription,
the subscribers are forwarding cheques drawn in the
personal name of the Editor or the Executive Editors.
As such cheques cannot be accepted and are therefore
required to be returnsd the subscribers are requested
to always draw their cheques only in the name of '‘The
Shirdi Sansthan of Shri Sai Baba" in order to avoid
unnecessary correspondence, —Editor



Sai Baba's Silent Grace

Salutations to Shri Shirdi Sai Baba, who always helps his
devotees and even the future devotees, Sai Baba is full of love,
mercy and kindness, which is even seen today after lapse of
more than 60 years when he took ‘mahasamadhi’ Sai Baba blesses
through saints and fakirs as well. So much so, Sai Baba takes
care of devotees even before one comes to his fold and draws his
devotees at an appropriate time to His lotus feet.

I now write some of my Sai experiences to share with my
Sai brothers and sisters through the pages of ‘Saileela’ magazine
reading of which every month is as good as a holy satsanga,

In the year 1972, I procured from the market a small
photograph of Shri Shirdi Baba without knowing much about Him
and placed the same in my ‘Pujaroom’. Slowly my spiritual in-
terests started developing. In August, 1972, I had the good for-
tune of darshan and satsanga of a ‘Shiva Bhakta’ Swami Prema-
nandaji of Kanshi for a few days, Shri Smamiji very lovingly
blessed and instantaneously I started getting realisation and deve-
loped ‘BHAKTI’ and love for all. 1 took Swamiji as my Guru
in my heart of hearts, but, before it could have his concurrence,
Swamiji left for visits to other places without much information
to his devotees and I could not meet him thereafter, inspite of
various efforts. However, my wish to visit Kanshi had also been
fulfilled during the same year alongwith my family while I had
to go on official visit to that side even without any financial
expenses to my pocket. Indsed this was the grace of Baba
through Swamiji,

In the year 1973, 1 had been blessed again by Baba unseen,
when 1 had the fortune to attend a religious conference under
the auspices of Shri Shivanand Ashram, Rishikesh I had darshan
and blessing of various well-known saints of different religions
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and had satsanga for a few days. I had been specially asked by
president Swamiji, through one of his ardent devotees, to part;
cipate in the ‘Bhoj’ given to saints and selected devotees at the
conclusion of the conference. Above all, I had been privileged
with three other devotees to partake left over ‘Parshad’ of Presi.
dent Swamiji Shri Chidananda Maharaj as we were allotted the
scats where earlier Shri Swamiji had taken ‘Parshad’ with other
swamis. This honour was indeed unique for me, as I am a
person of moderate nieans and this indeed was the greatest favour
of Shri Baba. 1 shall ever be grateful to Baba which 1 cannot
express in words and repay in any way.

In the last quarter of 1975, I had been engrossed in profes-
sional problems. Life had been tense, I came accross an
advertisement by the devotees of his Holiness Ganapathi Sachchi-
dananda Ji Maharaj of Mysore inviting to have darshan of His
Holiness and satsanga. [ attended the satsanga and had darshan
of Shri Swamiji, who talked to me in the language of silence and
graciously blessed me with divine love. Unexpectedly my profes-
sional problems got solved within 15 days, I developed a lot
of reverance and devotion for Shri Swamiji. Virtually, I consi-
dered Shri Swamiji as my predestined Guru and attached to Him,
though we had no contact whatsoever, inspite of various efforts.
Shri Swamiji had been however enshrined in my heart and I
always thought of Him whenever free. I prayed to Shirdi Sai
Baba for help very intensely inestablishment of contact with Shri
Swamiji whom | adored so much. Sai Baba, at this juncture,
appeared before me in the form of a book ‘Sai Baba — The master’
which I read a number of times with devotion. Thereafter by
Baba's grace, | effortlessly got Shri Swamiji’s address in Bhavan's
Journal in the month of March, 1979. | contacted Shri Swamiji
by correspondence, who lovingly responded to me and at Swamiji’s
instance His devotees of Delhi presented me with pictures and
various books of Shri Swamiji. | was also chosen to offer ‘Pada
Puja’ to Shri Swamiji on His birthday that year on bebhalf of
Delhi devotees. By Baba's grace, I am constantly enjoying divine
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bliss under the lotus feet of my Gurudeva and I am developing
bit by bit in my path of ‘Bhakti’, Shri Swamiji very recently, while
blessing me with Holy Parshad greeted me with ‘Jai Sai Ram' to
prove His identity - that He & Sai Baba are one and the same.
I pray to Sai Baba, who is Swamiji now for me to bless and
enlighten all other devotees in the spiritual quest as well as provide
temporal benefits for the satisfaction of their wordly needs; so
that when satisfied of common wordly needs; they are indeed
better devotees, 3

P. K. Kapoor
1121, Chah Rahat, Delhi - 110006

.

Books on SAI BABA are coming one after the other, yet —

A MISSION DIVINE!
and HEIET W@ QLAY !

have no parallel. Mr. Anant Pai Kane of Goa has rightly
said in his letter, *,..1 have read many books on Sai Baba,
‘Sai Satcharit’ [ have perused at least four or five times,
But the way you have unrolled the life-story of Sai Baba
in a well conjoined manner has no parallel, You have very
consistently, beautifully and easily linked the events which
imprint a deep impression on the reader’'s mind who at its
end becomes conscious of the SELF within himself.'

BUT THIS BLISS DIVINE FOR MERE
Rs. 45/- for English, and Rs, 36/- for Marathi
Postage Rs. 4-50 Each
PRASHANTI PRAKASHAN

5, Vasant Apartments, 47 Kastur Park, Shimpoli Road
Borivli (W), Bombay 400 092




Activities of Shirdi Sai Samaj

Shirdi Sai Samaj was formed in June, 1980 with the aim of
spreading message of Lord Sai Nath i, e. love and brotherhood
among all the castes, creed and religions and secondly to have a
Lord Sai Nath Temple at Chandigarh.

Shirdi Sai Samaj is performing two bhajans and discourses
on the life of Sai Baba at different places on Thursdays and
Sunday, and its programme is published in two leading News-
papers 1. €, the Indian Express and The Tribune,

The Samaj has also started poor feeding on every Thursday
in Sector 17, Chandigarh where the poor are fed sumptuously,
The Samaj has made good progress under the presidentship of
Shri I. P, Mehta as Samaj has performed bhajans and discourses
on the life of Sai Baba at Ambala, Dehradun, Jullundur and
other places, Now everyone, in north and especially in Chandi-
garh, worships Lord Sai Nath at his home, Free photos are also
being distributed among the devotees.

The Samaj has also an aim to open a dispensary in Chan-
digarh for the poor. *

Jugal Kishore Puri
General Secretary, Shirdi Sai Samaj, 78/15A, Chandigarh.

KABIR

Kabir was a seer and a singer of ‘Nama’—the Holy Name,
Kabir was a saint and a singer of the Holy Spirit. Kabir’s songs
are a rich synthesis of Hindu thought and Muslim mysticism. Into
his life flowed, as Garga and Jamuna, the inspiration alike of
Rama and Allah, P



Sai Baba, the Saint of Shirdi
By Shri M. M. Amingad

(Continued from July 1981 issue)
_CHAPTER VIII

So entered not he Thy Masjidmai

And felt much disconsolate to try

But someone advised him not to lose heart

And to approach Baba through Shama his heart.

Through Nandi the devotee of Shiva

People try to approach the God Shiva

So to approach Thee, the almighty
People seck the help of Shama, Thy devotee,

This idea to Falke Siddik liking
Went in search of Shama seeking
And implored Shama finding to plead
With Baba, for him to fulfil his need,

Shama willing, for opportunity waited

And finding Thou in favourable mood stated
The long felt wish of Falke the fakir

And entreated Thou to appease his fakir,

He asked Thee why not Thou allowed him
When many came and went on seeing Thee
And he wished Thee on him to shower
Thy favours as he had then come lower.

But Thou in reply to Shama said

He was very young to know the things laid
If Allah Malik did not allow him

What ‘He' the Banda could do for him.
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None could climb the steps of Dwarkamai
Withont the grace of the Fakir Masjidmai
But still Thou asked Shama the favourite
To go and give his message to the devotee

Shama then went and gave the fakir

The news sent by Thee, the Masjid Fakir
To come to the narrow path near Bari well
And Shama returned with say yes well,

But Thou sent him again

To make Ks. 4000/- bargain

With Falke in instalments four
And Shama returned message core.

On learning from Shama, Falke’s}will

To part with seven lacs forty fill

Thou asked Shama to ask the turn coat

If willing to eat mutton hounch of cut goat

When Thou heard from Shama, Thy favourite

Haji was happy to have a crumb from the pot discrete
Thou got excited and threw away the pot inanimate
And went forth with Thy kafani upto the animate,

Thus Thou proved Haji the proud, who Thou wernt
Asking him not to brag fancy and pose himself great
And not to be proud of his pilgrimage to Mecca
Thus to know the Koran to know Thee pakka

Being confounded by the sudden danger

Haji kept silent to appease Thy anger

Then Thou went back to Masjidmai

To send few baskets of mangoes to Hajibhai

Then Thou again went back to Haji
To shower Thy favours on him like Maji
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Taking out from thy pocket everful
Rupees fiftyfive to fill him full,

Thenceforth Thnﬂ loved him the most

And invited him for lunch to taste

Thereafter Haji frequented the Masjidmai

At his sweet will to curry favour of Dwarkamai.

Thus Thou at last showed mercy on him
forgetting all the pitfalls of him

And favoured him sometimes with money

And enlisted him in Thy Darbar by Thy honey.

There lived in Shirdi a quaint and queer
A fellow by name Nanavali a peer

Who ever looked to Thy work and affairs
And did his duty to Thy will fair.

Once he came to Thee seated on a gadi
And asked Thee to vacate and he to sit on Thy gadi
So Thou vacated it for him to sit on it
But sitting for a while he vacated for Thee to sit on it.

When Thou sat on Thy usual seat
Then Nanavali fell at Thy feet to greet
~And went away from Thee for good
But still Thou proved him always good.

Though he dictated and ousted Thee

Thou never showed any displeasure to he

So he loved Thee so much to the last

And on 13th day of Samadhi he breathed his last.

Once Damuanpna wished to participate
"With a friend in cotton speculation
And wrote to Shama to request Thee
To which Thou gave a positivc nay
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On knowing Thy positive nay

Anna instantly rushed to Thee

And sat before Thee musging on thee

Or sanctioned half the share of cotton fee.

But Thou totally refused to share

The bargain, wishing the child’s welfare

And Thou asked him to drop the thought

He accepted Thy words and freed from caught.

Then he thought of a deal in grain

To that also Thou suggested a drain

Thus Thou saved him by giving bitter pills
As a mother and saved him from the ills,

Once a parcel of mangoes three hundred

Sent by a Mamlatdar from Goa, miles hundred

To Thee at Dwarkamai through Shama

Out of which Thou kept aside only four for Damya.

Damuanna had two wives but no issue

Astrologers also doubted his issues

But Anna came to Shirdi to worship Thee

And Thou told all the mangoes in the pot are his.

And further Thou foretold to all

He, whose they are, should eat and fall
And this Anona was shocked to hear
But Mhalsapati freed him from fear.

Then Mbalsapati, a devolee prominent
Told Damuanna Thy predicament
And asked him to eat the mangoes

As Thou hast blessed him through mangoes.

Then Thou prohibited Anna to eat
And directed him to give the treat
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To his junior wife, who will conceive
Four sons and four daughters to perceive.

Thus Damuanna from his wife second

Got four sons and four daughters descend
And thus Thou made Thy words come true
And the words of the astroleger came untrue.

(To be continued)

M. M. Amingad
Gulunche, Via Nira, Tal, Purandar, Dist. Pune

The Merciful Baba

My wife and I have been regular readers of Shri Sai Leela
magazine for the last few years. It gives us the greatest of
delight when our copy arrives each  month. We read the
magazine from cover to cover viz,, both the English and the
Hindi sections. While reading the magazine we feel as if we
are sitting in the very presence of Sai Baba at his lotus feet.

All through our lives, we have experienced that Baba has
been kind to us and has helped us when we were in difficulty and
had lost all hopes. 1 would narrate one experience here.

Our son psssed his technical degree course in the year 1971
in the first class with distinction, He wanted to go to U.S.A.
for higher education. Accordingly, he applied for admission to
several universities in the States, We let him apply; but we
did not know how we would be able to support him for his
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education in that country, which is exceedingly costly. Ap
average Indian cannot afford to pay for the education of hig
ward in U. S. A.

In due course the universities started sending replies. Many
of them offered admissions; but we were put off when we read
about the high tution fees and the boarding and lodging expenses.
However, the gloomy picture was short lived when one morning
we got a letter from a renowned unversity in U, S. A,, informing
that not only the boy would be admitted but he would also be
granted exemption from the payment of tuition fee. Further, a
handsome monthly stipend would be paid to him I keep a
picture of Shri Baba in my office also. The letter was received
by me in the office and immediately I placed it at Shri Baba’s
feet and thanked him for his timely help. Now yet another
leela was in store. Earlier we had been receiving 3 to 4
communications per week from various institutions; but after
the receipt of the letter from this particular university no more
such letters from amny quarter whatsoever were subsequently
received.

The boy flew to U, S, A. in early 1972, where he entered
the university for higher education and 'by the grace and blessings
of our Lord and protector Sadguru Sai Nath Maharaj he is now
very well settled.

Sai Baba always gives what His devotees ask, He is all
love and merciful. H#

B. K. Baweja
26/26 East Patel Nagar, New Delhi~110008.



My Awakening

Since early youth, the Gita teaching has been deeply rooted
in‘mj,r mind, Being a Sanskrit student, my study of some
Upanishads and Shri Sankaracharya's teaching only deepened
my faith and conviction in the permeating divinity, This has
had a sustaining influence on my career since 1935 in the Reserve
Bank, from which I retired as 4 senior officer in March 1970.
The days of strugle in the early years of my career and the death
of my wife at early age in 1948, had fortified my faculty of
Vivek and Vairagya. The later rise in status and the marriage
of my only daughter added to my conviction that only divine
grace was working subtly in my life,

I was since long searching for a Guru. In 1964 I came
into contact with Shri Sathya Sai Baba of Puttaparthi, I had
the benefit of his grace and blessing for the fsadhana, which
I had been pursuing. Swami Vivekananda’s teaching had also
great impact on my mind and action. Shri Satya Sai Baba
could not be contacted due to progressive increase .in His
followers and the distance of my location from Puttaparthi or
Bombay during the years. It seems that my feet were led to
Shirdi in 1970 and [ visited the teertha thrice, But the real
awakening was to come later. | was pursuing my practice of
meditation, Nama-Smarana and writing on Vedantic subjects,

The problem arose in respect of the flat (61, Konkan
Nagar, Mahim, Bombay 400016), which is in my daughter’s
name. My daughter and son-in-law live in the quarters of the
Paper Mill in Erode (South India). There was a sudden
development in 1980 requiring my son-in-law to seek service in
Bombay area and 1 had to hold the flat free in case of need,
With me lives my cook-cum-driver and then taxi-driver—owner,
with his wife and daughter since 1954. He was my caretaker
of the flat in my absence due to transfers, but the rent was paid
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in my daughtar's name. However, the problem was to fing
alternate accommodation in Bombay for him, which was formi.
dable due to scarcity and practice of pagadi. So, I was unequa)
'to this task,

There was a calendar with a bust picture of Shri Sai Bab,
of Shirdi bhanging on the {wall+ opposite me since 1978; by
somehow I bad the picture cut out in 1980 and I stuck it to the
wall. 1 was silently praying to Baba during meditation etg
But, when the problem, as stated above, arose in October 1980,
I felt helpless and surrendered myself to Shri Sai Baba completely
without any reservations. | prayed to him to solve the problem
When I did this, I felt relief coursing through my veins. On the
third day, an unknown person called on me and referring to my
caretaker suggested booking a flat in a Co-operative Housing
Society at Malad by paying Ks,10,000/-. 1 arranged for the money
and gave it to my caretaker in the sense of provident fund
benefit in view of his long service to me. The flat was booked,
Further payments are phased over the years, but payment of
further Rs, 10,000/~ was necessary before occupation. As mﬂ
caretaker had nearly Rs, 5,000/- with him and needed further
Rs. 5000/~ to satisfy the requirement, there was some problem,
Knowing my difficulty, he had arranged for funds from another
source. The Malad Flat will be ready only by March 1982,
1 had contacted my old colleague (Mr., P, Rama Menon), a real
devotee of Baba. He made Sankalpa to Baba on my behalf and
told me that Baba assured that there was no need for anﬂ
monetory assistance fromn me to enable my caretaker to get thd"
flat in Malad. He has been loyal to me over the last 25 years,
He has his wife and small daughter to look after. His earningg
from taxi trade are adequate. Anyhow, | have resigned myse
~ at the feet of Baba and | rely absolutely on His grace. My
- son-in-law’s need for the Bombay flat has receded meanwhile
till 1985.

In this context, my contact with my old colleague (Mr. P,
Rama Menon, living in flat B-36, Maitri Park Co-operative
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Housing Soceity, Chembur) has enbanced and deepened my
devotion to Baba since 1978. Over the years, many persons in
distress have sought Mr. Menon’s advice and help in seeking
Baba's Grace. He is doing Nishkama service and his shrine room
with the beautiful marble “moorthi”* of Baba, inspires confidence.
He is a humble and simple person deeply dedicated to Baba
since 1938 and has powers of communication with Him. It is
evident that the grace of Baba expresses itself from his Turbat
at Shirdi, as He had foretold before His Samadhi. [ believe Mr.
Menon is one of the genuine instruments of that grace. I am
always in contact with Mr. Menon and have taken a few friends
in distress to him. The benefit derived by them is concrete.
My own personal experience is a testimony to the reality of that
grace. | do ‘“parayan’ of Shri Sai Satcharita by Hemadpant
and realise that Baba is a Sadguru, perennial in His Grace. %

K. B, Shankar rao
61, Konkan Nagar, Lt, P. N. Kotnis Marg, Mahim,
Bombay 400016

| Have Not Forgotten My ‘Self’
Who am I? | am *SELF’

From the very lustrous energetic light, I was sprinkled out
in the velocity of its movement ‘*‘Chaitanya”. While tumbling
down to earth to meet “Prarabdha”, I was bagged for 9 months,
During this period, I lost all my lustrous lamenting claims and
the feeder cultivated in me motivated methods of ‘Paripaka’.

I was born. | have forgotten SELF.

Every one around me is laughing. I was afraid and cried
to see many, as I was once all alone in the past. Some aspiring
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pretty touch made me feel comfortable, I have mummed. [ wag
put to the breast of my mother and left on, Thus I am quite
used to have the comfort for every time and for all the time , .

1 am growing my habits arranged to routine. I was loved
by one and all. 1 also felt to see happiness with all. But daysg
pass when I find differences to understand that all are not one
towards me. So | was als® not even towards all, This has
become a common cult, which was under practice in this birth,
I see my neighbours fight each other to win over the rest. There
was appreciation for those who won in competition, So I too
made a practice to win over others. [ understood that jealousy
was occupying my mind, The fairness is currupted, Ambition
was rampent to deal. I used to be angry with others. I used
to envy others. Fatally the mission in this birth as a human
being with a mind to think and grasp, was only to betray others.
I always try to take advantage over others and hurt others. The
dealings with others made me never think of SELF, and the ego
caused every thing for mine.

This is the figure now stood before me for nothing and
whatever 1 admire happens only to be mine. So to fill this, I
dislike to see & gap with misery or sorrow., At the same time I
try to hurt others and keep them always in miseries. Thereby I
feel happiness as others suffer, In this method of practice I heard
scoldings and bad addressing about me. 1 feel that was all due
to the envy carried by others against me, Mine, the supreme, I
like and live with dislike for others, This is my growth,

I do not say that I am only the reason for all this, The
environments and the habits in vouge, during my existence are
the reason,

Once 1 heard about Shirdi Sai Baba, who also looked like
me; but his performance was something else and different from
mine. I want to justify the issue. This all [ would like to do
to win Him over. As I approached Him, he led me in my
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thoughts, causiug a search for Him. First I tried to see only bad
in Him; but very soon I found that what I thought bad in Him
was not seen in Him. He was not jealous. He never envies
He never wants. He never tried to win over others. He simply
looked at me, I was not able to know His looks. They are
SELF. They spoke about sacrifice, eternity, loyalty and faith,
While practising these, [ lost all mine. I have stopped at all
places in search of eternity, There I tried to establish loyalty
and jumped in for faith towards Sai Baba, Now I have turned
back to my goal from where I bhave started my journey. What
[ bave to sacrifice is all that I feel mine. Why do | sacrifice?
Because I have attained all this by robbing others’ facility. In
fairness I have to be.loyal and faithful to my Guru Shri Sai Sai
Baba. :I bhave to put the same in practice. Here I was not in-
térrupted by others or thoughts and feelings as I am loyal to my
Guru, who had opened my eyes, The faith I have showered has
kept my Guru always at my disposal. Thus mine is now occu.
pied by Guru and His drive is only towards SELF. With the
habit of sacrifice I am forced to reach eternal wave and to show
loyalty. I keep faith, The faith will never lead me to fear. The
faith will ever keep me away from all miseries. Unhappiness will
never come to my sight. All that is ;blissful and everlasting is
now around to merge mine to it. I lost all interest about mine.
I read about Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi and I am with Him always
to keep me with the SELF. Now I feel that 1 have not forgotten
SELF.

J. Bhaskara Rao
Congress Office Road, Vijaywada, 520 002 (A. P.)

W



Shri Sai Baba's Divine Grace

It is not possible for a human being to comprehend th,
way by which Shri Sai smilingly showers His Grace and grant
him lis cherished desires, Though I have been worshipping
Baba for nearly three decades, yet only once did I challengs
His power and nmnipnfencc_. For this, | crave His pardon.

Here are the details. In the year 1962 myself and’ my wife
visited Prayag .and Varanasi on a pilgrimage. At Varanaa: 1
purchased a sphatika Shivalingam for doing puja dally a]ung‘
with our family deity, Shri Venkatachalapathi of Tirupati. The
puja was going on well for sometime until a relative of mine,
who is a learned Pundit and a Shrotria brahmin; ws'lted our
house. He raised objection stating that because our famlly d::ty
was Shri Venkatachalapathi (Maha Vishnu) Shivalingam should
not be kept and worshipped in the house, He even “predicted
dire consequences for this act of mine. My wife and I were not
convinced of his objection; :but still it was working in our minds’
because'a doubt had been implanted by a respected  person.

I was doing daily, puja after removing .the: nirmalyam
(previous days dried up flowers),, We had a brahmin boy ¢ook,
named Krishna. His duty was to throw the nirmalyam outside
and bring in fresh flowers everyday in the morning, His habit
was to keep the nirmalyam till next day morniag and throw it
out and then bring fresh flowers.

My brother’s house is not far off. In their- house there is
a big tree of nagalinga pushpa. The flower has a fine aroma
and it is so shaped as if it is a hood of a serpant covering from
the top, a small Shivalinga in the centre of the flower. My
sister-in-law was kind enough to send me some flowers everyday
for my puja. One day, a pious aged relation of mine came to our
house for a few days’ stay., Everyday he was observing my
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puja, which pleased him very much, One day he offered to do
puja and [ gladly permitted him to do so and left for college
as usual. Next day he left Madras, leaving me to resume my
daily worship. When [ removed nirmalyam as usual the
sphatika lingam was not found in its wusual place., [ searched
everywhere; but there was no trace of it, The only possibility
was that the sphatika lingam could have been caught in the folds
of the dried Nagalinga pushpa and thus thrown out in the
nirmalyam. [ immediately called Krishna and enguired about
previous day’s nirmalyam. He surprised me by saying that he
had thrown the nirmalyam on the previous day itself (very
unusual) and that too into the Corporation dust bin across the
road. On heariog that myself and my wife immediately ran to the
dust-bin on the roadside for searching the article. Unfortunately,
the dust-bin had been emptied and the rubbish completely taken
away in a lorry on that morning itself, We felt very disappointed
and almost cried before the idol of Shri Sai, I had brought the
sphatika lingam with great devotion from Varanasi for performing
puja and it had gone out of our house, We felt very depressed,
dejected and thought for a‘ second that probably the learned
pundit was right and we were at fault for keeping the lingam
ia our house for worship.

Then I called out to Shri Sai, *“You are here as our
guardian angel looking after our welfare every second and
yet you allowed the Shivalingam tobe lost in- the corporation
dust-bin. If you are really as omnipotent as we think you
are, you must get me back the same Shivalingam within a
week, I will not worship you as a God any more”,

From that day onwards, I resumed my daily puja; but
both myself and my wife were feeling a sense of depression and
an unexplainable feeling of mental agony as if we had lost a
precious possession, Five days passed thus. On the sixth day
morning our gardener was cleaning the flower plant beds as
usual, There was a beautiful jasmipe plant just by our door-
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step. It was giving fine flowers everyday for our puja. While
cleaning round the roots of this plant, he suddenly got the
sparkling sphatika lingam into his hands. He did not know
what it was and as such thought that it was a piece of glass,
He called me, gave it to me and asked me innoeently what it
was. I felt so happy to get back our sacred Shivalingam. I
hugged the gardener at once and thanked him piofusely with a
liberal present. [ called my wife and showed her the precious
article, She went into ecstasy after seeing the Shivalingam in
my hands. We knelt before Baba and offered our sincere and
heartfelt gratitude. I also apologised profusely for having thrown
out a challenge to our guardian Angel and doubted His divinity
even once.

Who else other than Shri Sai could have brought back the
same Shivalingam that was taken away in the rubbish lorry
and placed it at the root of a beautiful jasmine plant in our
garden. Baba, your leclas are beyond our comprehension! At
present the sacred Shivalingam is put into a silver samputam
after Panchamrita Abhishekam and worshipped daily.

People, who have implicit faith in your greatness, O’ Baba,
only could realise your omnipotence.

With sashtanga namaskarams to divine Baba. &

Dr. A. R. Govinda Rao
Padmalaya, 22, 11 Main Road, Kasthuribai Nagar, Adayar,
Madras-600 020



If You Look To Me I Look To You

Shri Baba’s famous philosophy is condensed in this single sentence
“lf You Look To Me, I Look To You”. Shri Baba proved the
potency of this philosophy through one incident.

It so happened, that in my previous office, Shri Baba's
grace gave me a little fame and this resulted in some of my
office colleagues getting jealous. of me, Some of these colleagues
tried .to bring positive harm to me by spoiling good opinion of
my superiors. I was in the habit of taking a cup of coffee in
the Officer’'s Canteen as it enabled me to look at Shri Baba’s
Aashirvad photo, which was prominently placed in the canteen

during one of my visits to the canteen
my officer sent for ‘me and the officer was told by my jealous
colleague that I had gone to canteen. This was deliberately
done to spoil his good opinion about me, I sincerely prayed to
Shri Baba to help me in the matter. For, to remove the
misunderstanding about some one, it is always better that some
third person should do the job rather than the person concerned,

After a few days, I was introduced to one Shri Ranapise by
my office colleague, Shri Bhole, Shri Ranapise had just resigned
from the post of a tally clerk and had come to our office in
connection with settlement of his dues, ‘Shri Ranapise once again
paid a visit to our office during Shri Bhole’s absence to collect
‘his Provident Fund dues, The procedure of payment to ex-
.Emplﬂyf.‘e makes it obligatory that they are identified by the
serving employees. Shri Ranapise approached me to identify him
by appending my signature to an identification memo. I did
so. However, our Provident Fund Section raised the objeetion
that as Shri Ranapise was servingin our outdoor establishment, my
identification i.e. an indoor clerk’s identification was not proper,
Shri Ranapise could not obtain the identification from the out-
door clerk as he would have to spend full day to obtain Dock
Entry Permit to enter Docks and visit Time Keeper’s Office. He
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however, could not get a single day’s leave from the Bank as he
was newly appointed there and was on probation when he was
not entitied to a single day’s leave. He therefore, abruptly left
our office in a hurry and shortly came back with one gentleman.
Both these persons came to me and the stranger introduced him-
self to me as one Mr. Bhosale, under whom Shri Ranapise was
serving in the bank. Shri Bhosale told me that he was quite ea-
ger to see me as he had heard much about me from Shri Rana-
pise, Being eonvinced about my bonafides, continued Shri Bhosale,
he had gone to see our Officer and asked him strongly, ‘what
more proof is required by you about Shri Ranapise, when a
gentleman like Shri Rasal bhad identified him?"" The Officer was
so much impressed by the aggressive tone of sincerity in Shri
Bhosale’s talk with <him that he overruled the Provident Fund
Section’s objection about identification and signed the payment
slip in favour of Shri Ranapise. Thus Shri Baba so arranged the
event that any bad impression created about me by mischiefmakers
was immediately removed and He also showed the mischiefmaker
in his true colours.

It is my conviction, nay, it is my sheet anchor that given
the implicit faith in Shri Baba, He would reduce mountain of
difficulties to a mere mole and make impossible things look
ridiculously possible, What one has to do, is to just look at
Him and He in turn looks at us with an unfailing kindness in all
situations,

| A. K. Rasal
21/382, B. P, T, Staff Quarters, Reyn olds Road Wadala (East)
Bombay 400037.



Faith In Baba

Bhagavadgeeta, the message of which is universal, is not sec-
tarian or addressed to only Arjuna, who was depressed and whose
conscience revolted at the thought of war and the massacre that
it involves, on the Kurukshetra battle field-the killing of friends,
brothers, sons and all relatives near and dear. It is not addressed
to any particular school of thought, It is universal in its appro-
ach. Even though it is a personal conversation between Krishna
and Kireeti, it has been taken up step by step to higher and more
impersonal religious and individual duty and social behaviour of
application of ethics to human life, of the spiritual outlook based
on dharma, that should ;be given to all. Lord Shrikrishna told,
“All are in me and I am in all”. There is something in Geeta,
which seems to be capable of being constantly renewed, which does
not become outdated with the passing of time - - an inner quality
of earnest inquiry and search of contemplation of action, of
balance and equilibrium inspite of conflict and contradiction.

There is unity in the midst of diversity and its temper is
one of supremacy over the changing environment, not by seeking
escape from it, but fitting in with it, Eventhough it was written
2500 years ago, humanity has gone repeatedly through the processes
of evaluation and development and decay; experience has succeeded
experience, thought has followed thought, but it has always found
some miracle living in the Geeta, sbmething that fitted into the
developing thought and had a freshness to the :spiritual and
human problems that afflict the mind of a man constantly.

Lord Krishna also emphatically told, “All PATHS LEED TO
ME. All people are rotating with my orders, The earth is running,
wtih me and I am running with'the earth, I am the sun (RFI4F)
In fact, I never set at all. You are thinking to yourselves that I
am setting,”
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In Chhandogya Upanishad the ancient scriptures narrate
that the sun never sets nor rises. When we think that the sun
is setting, it only means that the planet has gone in a different
direction to give rise but not to disappear altogether, thus making
days and nights alternately by rotation, because the earth is
rotating like a ball.

As the sun is round like the earth, we are thinking that
the sun is rising in the morning; he only shifts himself about
after reaching the end of the night and makes day below and
night at the place, which is on the other side.

Moreover, Krishna also stressed that without foundation
of dharma and without leaving Kama, Krodha, Lobha, Moha and
without developing truth, self control, asceticismn and generosity,
there is no true happiness, Yet dharma itself is relative and
depends on the time and conditions prevailing, apart from some
basic principles, which are based on adherence to truth,

Bhagvan Shri Sai Maharaj also stressed the same and shower-
ed His blessings on one and all,

In this context, I also submit that Baba is the beacon light
fn guide us in our day to day life, His worship too gives us
peace and tranquility. So long as Baba moves about in this world,
there would be peace and happiness in the world. So long as
the name of Baba is in our mindg and the holy Shrine of Shri
Sai Baba is respected by us, there will be no shortage of food
and clothes to every devotee.

It is very rare that one comes across a saint like Shri Sai
Baba. Such saints or enlighteners or illuminaries will give peace
and solace to thirsty bearts, in a world of toil and turmoil,
struggle for power and for existance, propensity towards wicked-
ness and cruelty, social injustice and gradual decadance of reli-
gious faith and practices- Shri Sai Baba has come to our rescue
to give a ray of hope that we badly need and therefore depose
faith in Him,



FAITH IN BABA 35

We generally believe that what is apparent is real; but we
never for a moment believe, that all this is illusary and we live in
a world of make-believe. Consequently all evils spring from this
helief. Only, when we get rid of this illusion, that we can have
a glimpse of truth, There is only one thing that is true that is
Baba, that is immutable, everlasting, that has no beginning or
end. To realise this truth many a seeker have devoted, nay
sacrificed their life, with or without success.

He is a source of divine light and will continue to be so,
in an increasing measure, to His rapidly increasing number of
devotees

Strange are the ways adopted by our great Sai Baba, who
guides his devotees in getting the things done. As Shrikrishna
guided Arjuna, our great Baba is guiding each and everyone.
Baba also showed three ways for human advancement to God,
wh:ch are, the way of knowledge, the way of action and the way
nf faith, out of whlch more emphasis is lald on faith,

It is a well-known fact that Shri Baba had no particular
religion or faith, . He believed alike in &ll religions and faiths,
His teachings and preachings are meant -for one and all. The
people from all religions in India, as well as abroad, rich or poor,
respect the soul in Him, with regard and high esteem. They
have faith in Him as the greatest Kaliyug Awatar and divine source.
He has always been merciful to each and everybody, He extends
joy to his devotees by pulverising theéir ever-growing difficulties.

God is greatest, oldest and dearest. Baba said with asheervad
that *““If you look to me, | look to you™ “If you love me | love
you" “If you faithfully worship me 1 will faithfully give you
what you need. What you want and what you required, I
give grace and peace’’. Baba is author, affectioner, awakener,
auditor and advisor. He is a biographer and benefactor. He-
Iis' controller, creator. He is a doctor, driver and a dweller. He
is ether. He is father, follower, freegiver and forgiver. He isa
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helper, informer, integrator and listener and leader, He is a mes-
senger and mother. He is philosopher, preacher, purifier and
proprietor, He is observer, ruler, sacrificer, thinker, treasurer,
wonderer, saviour and victor. He is a builder, scripture and
rewarder. '

Further, | humbly pray Baba, who is guiding me all the
way with good hope and good faith. So the faith is ahead jin
me with Baba's graceful eyes.

At every stage he is guiding me and helping me. Like Shri-
krishna, Baba is showing the correct path like Arjuna at my
troubled sequences.,

Very recently the following things occurred and see how
Baba helped me in keeping my personal belongings.

On 27. 1. 81, when I was on leave in connection with my
sister’s marriage which was to be held on 8.2.81, myself and
my family weht to Rajahmundry- along with my brother-in-law
to purchase clothes for the bridegroom. After the purchase was
made we returned by bus from Rajahmundry fto Kakaraparru,
While getting down from the bus at Kakarapairu, we forgot one
packet Eontaining a saree costing Rs. 88)- in the shelf of R.T.C,
bus as we thought that it was not ours, In the meanwhile,
the bus had gone. Then what to do? We prayed Baba to save the
situation. Luckily a lorry was plying on the way. [ followed
the bus in the lorry. The bus was going towards Tanuku side,
Again | caught another lorry and at last the bus was caught on
the way, at the bus stop of Tanuku. Luckily the saree was found
there.

»On 22 2, 81, | went to Amalapuram, which is a nearby
towne#o: my native place, for the registration of the land which
was sold to perform my sister’s marriage. On that occasion, |
forgot my bag with money in a hotel at Amalapuram bus stand.
The same was got back by His grace.
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After returning to Hyderabad, Shri Baba appeared before
me in a dream as an old man. In that dream my ulser trouble
was repeated. I asked the old man what can I do as I was
suffering from severe pain. Then He told me, ‘“Operation has to
be done and I will do it"”". The dream was over, After I woke

up, there was nothing.

In all the above instances, I feel that Shri Baba’s unseen
hand is at work. I could have lost the saree, purchased for the
bride, which would be a bad omen and also the money bag, which
was left at the hotel; but the hotel keeper kept it safely and
handed it over to me on my'enquiry. By whose grace did this
happen:? It is purely Shri Baba’s grace. *

B. S. Tatapudi
13-1-1250, Seetarambaug, Hyderabad-500 006, (A. P.)

Directory of Sai Temples in India and Abroad

It is proposed to prepare a Directory of Sai Temples in
India and abroad. The managers, trustees, etc, of Sai Temples
are therefore requested to furnish the following information as
early as possible !

1. LOCATION (complete postal address)
2. Date of foundation
3. Brief description of the Temple

4, Mapagement of the Temple (i. e, persomr or body in
charge of the Temple.)



Shri Baba's Grace

Much has been said and: written on Sai Baba; but some
of my feelings I cannot help expressing, which I want to share
with the readers of *‘Shri Sai Leela”, With Bhagwan Sai Baba’y
grace, | am penning these lines.

Shri Baba’s doctrines as stated in Sai Satcharita, teach us
how to live a good and modest life full of humility. W hile going
through the pages of Sai Satcharita, one can see Shri Baba in
living form, as a hving Lord, through His teachings and enjoy
His bliss.

Baba has commanded ‘‘Cast your burden on me, I shall
surely carry it”. So, why worry? Take refuge in Him, surrender
yourself completely at His lotus feet.

Complete surrender to Baba in every case has the desired
result, Baba’s grace will reduce the extent of one’s agonies and
at the same time increase the extent of His bliss. Thereal urge, the
true devotion and sincere innermost desire to have His guidance
in all cases have the desired result. All His devotees are
benefitted by His grace, love and affection.

I have been a humble devotee of Sai Baba for a little over
four years and during ,this short span, I have had varied
experiences and have been graced by Him profusely. Our entire
family has been His devotees and whenever we really wanted
His help, His grace has come forth automatically. There is no
end of our experiences.

Here 1s a miracle by which He saved us from being killed
by a rogue elephant on the 5th August 1979 in Bandipur forest
of Karnataka. | had my second son in the womb and my
husband had come to purchase a car and take me, my mother
and son from Mysore back to the estate, where he was working
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as a doctor. The estate is just 145 km from Mysore on
Mysore-Calicut highway, but we ' had to pass through a 30 km
stretch of Bandipur forest full of tigers and elephants. We did
not anticipate any trouble as we -were travelling in day time
and the condition of the car was satisfactory.

Unfortunately, as we were passing through forest, some
defect was observed in our car. The driver stopped the car and
my husband also got down to help him. The jack was applied
but it was not in a working condition. In the meantime they
noticed a solitary elephant grazing just mnearby, Without
losing the presence of his mind, my husband informed me :the
grave situation we were in, He unsuccessfully tried to stop
a passing car.

All of us remembered the only man from whom we could seek
refuge, In our minds, we chanted ‘Sai Ram’ in full confidence.
True to His words, Baba was there, A lorry coming from
Calicut side just stopped near us. When my husband requested
for the jack and sought his help, the ;lorry driver warned
us about the elephant which stood grazing, still unaware of our
presence, He arranged for me, my mother and my son to be
seated in the lorry cabin in case of an emergency. He took
out the jack and even before he could do anything, the elephant
came charging towards the car and in a fraction of a second,
the lorry driver along with my husband and our driver jumped
on to the lorry and drove fast from that dangerous spot. My
husband has never been an athlete nor an acrobat; but the
way in which he jumped on the lorry could only be due to the
grace of Sai Baba. Even the least delay would have Kkilled all
of us.

The lorty driver took us safe to Gundlepet - a town nearby.
He left us at the S.T. Bus stand, A good samaritan he was,
he flatly refused the money we gave him., We had left our
luggage and the lorry’s jack near the car and made arrangements
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with a shopkeeper to hand over the jack to the lorry driver on
his return trip. After sending me, my mother and my son to
Mysore by a S.T. Bus and with a few people and a mechanic my
husband hired a taxi and returned to the forest to bring back
the car. All along we were all quite tense; but definite of Baba’s
everflowing grace. ' '

My husband returned to Mysore late in the night with the
elephant-damaged car towed by a taxi. It seems the elephant
had given a kick to the car, which was lying on a bush. It
required great efforts to be pulled on the road to be tied to the
taxi. Since it was a Herald car, readers could imagine the
damage caused by the elephant's kick to the body of the car!

Suppose the lorry had not taken us at the right moment,
all of us would have been killed en masse. Later we heard that
it was the same rogue elephant, who had damaged a tractor
and killed its driver just two days before. What a mishap we
escaped! I am very definite that the lorry driver was none other
than Bhagwan Sai Baba Himself, who came to save our lives.

Twenty days later our second son was born and aptly we
named him ‘Sai Prabhu’, as He was the one who gave us the re-
birt. Just as | am writing these lines, my son Saiprabhu is
playfully calling *Baba’ 'Baba’ and in his own sweet way bowiug
to the Bhagwan,

Dear Sai Brothers, there is no end of Baba’s grace. Before
I conclude let us all chant ‘Sai Ram’ with full confidence and
love, Let Sai Ram be on our lips always in good or bad days,
in fair or foul weather. Remember Him, think about Him
every day and He will always be with us as He is always
there to show us the light and path and guard us from all evils.

Mrs. Seetha Vijayakumar
w/o Dr, G. R, Vijayakumar, Mundakayam Estate
Mundakayam P, O. 686513, Kottayam Dist. Kerala State



Baba the Saviour

Shri Baba is always with us. He helps His devotees when-
ever they are in hardship. He comes running to help the devo-
tee if he remembers Shri Baba with love, from the bottom of his
heart. Whenever a devotee is in trouble or something is going
to happen to a devotee Shii Baba himself takes it upon Him and
saves the devotee, I am narrating an experience in my life, which
occured in October 1980.

Every day I used to pray to Baba in the morning and light
a jyoti before Him. One dﬂy as usual I prayed to Bata. After
ten fifteen, minutes there was-a fire in my small temple. [ was
shocked very much and many bad omens came in my mind, I
thought that | have not performed my duties to Baba properly
or some mistake was committed by me,

This incident happened on Tuesday so I was thinking that
somthing bad is going to happen. On Thursday, as I was cross-
ing between two trains, I could not balance myself and I fell
down between the two trains, where there was a fencing; but
due to Baba's grace I did not suffer any injury, I was very much
nervous. Two persons helped me and I got into the the train.
The other people who were observing were surprised and they
asked me, “Are you safe? Did you not have any injury?”’ I
replied, “*No’’ Then I thought this is Baba, who has saved me
and had given me a new life, Whatever was going to happen to
me Baba had borne the trouble and saved His devotee. I have
now greater faith in Baba.

By fire on Tuesday, Shri Baba thus forewarned me about
the coming bad event. But as no damage to the statue of Baba
was caused, though it was slightly blackened, so also I received
no injuries in the accident. Baba thus increased my faith in Him,

G. N. Chanchlani,
Blk No. 75/B, Room No. 11, Ulhasnagar-1. (Dist - Thane)



'O SAINATH --

Need you not take me to Shirdi
"May you not rush to save me
Confer your blessings merely

To realize the TRUTH -- ONE ARE ALL !

|l am not a Hindu
He is not a Muslim
Sure none is untouchable
But ‘HARI-Japns’ we are all!

HARI is the LORD
His fractions we are all
Why then have frictions
Breaking the uniting CORD 7

You run to respond

Every devotee’s call

Pray, do not do it for me
Since in me- YOU are !

R. S. Junnarker
5, Vasant Apartments, 47, Kastur Park, Shimpoli Rd.
Borivali (W), Bombay 400 092



Omnipresent Baba

There is a very trite saying in spirituality that all the
roads lead to God, In the similar way it can be said that all
the roads lead to Shirdi, where God-incarnate Shri Sai Baba
lived in' mortal coil for about sixty years, Shri Sai Baba all of
a sudden appeared in a very remote village named Shirdi as a
sixteen year old boy in the year 1858, lived there in a' dilapidated
mosque as a Fakir and took Maha-Samadhi on 15th" October,
1918, the Vijayadashami day, at Shirdi in the mosque itsel.f, His
life history resembles that of Saint-poet Kabir, who was bofn in
a Brahmin family and was brought up by a Mobammadan
fakir. He then came under the benign wings of a Hindu Guru
and finally realised Godhood by his grace.

Baba had pledged himself and declared that this Bramhin
would lead lacs of people towards salvation and He redeemed
His pledge. The kindly light led mankind towards salvation not
only. in his life-time,;but continues to do' so even today, when
sixty two years have. passed since He took Mahasamadhi.  While
in the physical form, Baba assured his devotees 'on ' numerous
occasions that He was not confined to that body of three and a
half cubits, but He was omnipresent, He manifests himself in
every human being as well as in all other beings like the cows,:
dugs,_ cats, rats, snakes, bugs and what not ! Thousands of his’
devotees have experienced this type of omnipresence- of Shri Baba
and are experiencing it even to this date. .

A very hair-raising incident which occurred recently, deserves
to be mentiond here. On the last day of October, 1980 a fatal
collision of an mxpress train with the Goods train took place
withia the precincts of the Itarsi Juction and hundreds of people-
aboard the Express train lost their lives, whose number has not
been ascertained correctly as yet. Numerous travellers were badly
hurt and admitted to the hospitals of Itarsi, Hoshangabad, Bhopal
jftc. to undergo necessary treatment.

We should just remember here the words of Baba *“*Even if
| leave this mortal coil, I will remain as active and vigorous as
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at present”, The following miracle illustrates it. A traveller
named Shri Santosh Vyas, a Govt, servant in Hoshangabad had
boarded the third bogie of that ill-fated Express train, The train
started leaving the platform of Itarsi Junction., While the train
was moving slowly an urgent voice'w s heard by Santosh Vyas
asking him to get down at once from that compartment and
to go and sit into the posterior compartment. In obedience to
this pressing invisible command Shri Vyas got down and ran to
the posterior compartment While the train was gaining speed he
succeeded in entering a rear compartment the 14th from the
engine Within two minutes of it, death swallowed most of the
occupants of the third bogie adjacent to the engine. Had that
command not been obeyed by Shri Vyas, he also would have
met the same fate which those 21 travellers of that wretched
compartment had met,

_ Shri Santosh Vyas alighted from the train and dispatched
a telcgram to his family members at Hoshangabad informing
them about his miraculous escape and continued his journey to
Shirdi for which he had entered the compartment No. 3 adjacent
to the engine. Later on. when he was approached by the press
reporters, he disclosed to them that Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi
had saved him and bestowed a new lease of life by asking
him to get down from the compartment destined to meet with
the tragedy and to sit in a posterior compartment at once,
while the train was gaining speed. He obeyed the command
and was thus saved. His narration to the press reporters was.
published in a largely circulated newspaper the Dainik Bhaskar
(Hindi) of the Ist November, 1980 head-lined as ““Shirdi Ke Sai
Baba ne Mujhe Jeevandaan Diya’. (Sai Baba of Shirdi saved
my life) The readers of Madhya Pradesh may easily find out the said|
newspaper and get the above meationed fact verified and confirmed,

Another incident, which bears testimony to Baba’s omni-
presence, is concerned with the last Loksabha election following
the fall of Charansingh Ministry in the Centre. Shri Rameshwar
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“Neekhra contested the election from the [Itarsi Loksabha consti-
‘tuency, One day before the casting of votes, a Fakir appeared
before Shri Neekhra and enquired if his name was Rameshwar
Neekhra. Shri Neekhra replied in the affirmative and asked the
'Fakir how could he know his name? The Fakir claimed that he
jknew the names of everybody. He told Shri Neekhbra that Sai
‘Baba's grace was on him and also that he would win the
-election. The Fakir gave him the Udi (Vibhooti), moved a few
steps and 'then disappeared, He was not to be found any more
in the city of Itarsi. This incident was published in the Dainik
Bhaskar of of 6th January 1980 and my eyes had lighted on
'this story. I have not the least interest in political activities,
but being a Sai devotee when election was conducted and
.counting started, I very curiously awaited the result of - Shri
Rameshwar Neekhra and to my great delight, 1 heard the radio
news that Rameshwar Neekhra had been declared elected to
Loksabha from Itarsi parliamentary constituency and thus Baba’s
words proved to be quite true.

These are only two recent instances; but such miracles are
happening every day to every devotee of Sai Baba in this
country and abroad.

I would like to suggest the readers to go through the pages
101-102 of the Incredicle Sai Baba by Arthur Osborne in this
connection, To put it in a nut-shell, every Sai devotee is an
unpublished book on Sai leelas and those interested in profiting
by them, are advised to read Sai Leela Magazine of Shirdi Sai
Sansthan published every month in Marathi, Eoglish and Hindi
languages, which would lead them to the conviction tiat though
Baba has left the world, He is still alive in this world. He is
no more in the physical form and yet he is ever present. The need
is to develop the sense of recognising Him, which will be beneficial to
all those, who have a craving to walk the royal road of Salvation. g

A. P. Tripathi
Asstt. Professor J, H. Govt, College, Betul (M, P.)



Gurupournima Festival at Sai Niketan, Bombay

On 17-7-81, Gurupournima Festival was celebrated at Saj
Niketan, Dadar. The office was opened at about 8 a. m. from
which time, the devotees started coming for darshan. At 12
Noon Aarti was sung, when more than two hundred devotees
were present. Kumari Jayashri Belsare, who had given a
programme of her vocal music at Shirdi during the Ramanavami
festival, was present for the Aarti She, therefore, sang a few
devotional songs in praise of Shri Sai Baba, after the Aartj
was over.

A staunch devotee of Shri Sai Baba, Shri Vijay Hazare,
is bringing out a Diwali number in Marahi under the caption
“Shri Sai Kripa” on behalf of the Krupashu Prakashan by the
middle of October 1981. The manuscript of a few articles, which
are proposed to be included in the publication, was consecrated
by presenting it at the feet of Shri Sai Baba at ,the auspicious
hands of Dr. S. D. Parchure, Executive Editor of Shri Sai Leela,
who attended the Aarti. Shri Hazare requests that suitable
articles, poems, bhajans etc. may be sent at his address given
below and the copies of the issue may also be booked at
the following address ;-

SHRI VIJAY HAZARE

.Krupasha Prakashan, C/6 Gumphadarshan Ist Carter Rd.
Borivali- East Bombay 400066 |

The office was kept open upto 7-30 p. m. and on 8
moderate estimate it may be stated that more than 1500 devotees
came for darshan, inspite of the fact that the festival came on

a working day.

HH R




OBITUARY

Shri Diwakar Purushottam Bhalerao, who was work-
ing in the Samadhi Mandir as Abhishek Brahmin, expired at
Pune on 7-6-81 after a brief illness, He was known for
his knowledge of the scriptures and his courteous behaviour
with the devotees, When the news of his death reached
Shirdi, all the employees of the Sansthan, held a condolence
meeting and moaned his death by passing a resolution. We
pray at the feet of Shri Sai Baba that the departed soul may
rest 1in peace,

Shri Ramnath Khanderao Samel, founder of Eagle Auto
Repairs and Motor Driving School, the father of Shri Som-
nath Samel, expired at Bombay on 10-7-81 ‘at the age of 79
years, Shri Ramnath Khanderao Samel was a sincere devotee
of Shri Sai Baba and was known for his honesty in the busi-
ness world. We extend our heartfelt condolence to the fam-
mily of Shri Same! in their sad bereavement and pray at-the
feet of Shri Sai Baba that the departed soul may rest in
peace,

— Editor
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The rush of devotees was much during the first half of thig
month, However on the opening of the schools and colleges during
the second half of this month, the rush of the devotees receded
and the staff of the Sanstan had some relief. The following
artists gave their programmes during the month, '

Keertan - Sansthan singer Shri G, V. Joshishastri and Ramrao G,
Dukremaharaj, from Buldhana, pl:riﬂrmed Ke:rtans during the
month,

Pravachan:= Shri Pandharinath Korhalebaba, from Newasa and
Shri Laxmanbuva Wakchoure, from Shirdi, delivered pravachans
on some religious topics in this month,

Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Bhajan etci- The following
artists gave their various programmes during this month 1 Yogi-
kripa Bhajani Mandal, Modasa, Gujrat 2 Shri Tilakraj S, Puta
karna, Borivali 3 Shri Jayendra Kalyani, Bombay 4 Shri Hasmukb
Onkar Patil, Nawapur 6 Shri P, Sumitra Acharya, Karnataka
6 Shri Chandan C. Reddi, Nagpur 7 Shri Madhukar Bhave, New
Delhi 8 Mrs. Sunita G, Kelkar, Sangli 9 Smt. Vimalabai B, Shirke,
Jalgaon 10 Shri Naresh L, Soman, Nagpur 11 Mrs, Uma Mokashi,
Bombay 12 Shri Vithal V. Manjrekar, Shirdi 13 Smt, Premalata
Gupta, Chandigad 14 Shri Gaianan Tade, Khairgad (M. P.) 15
Shri Brahmachaitanya Mahila Bhajani Mandal, Ahmednagar.

Weather:- The weather at Shirdi was quite healthy and free from
disease. Occasional rains have started which bring down the
temperature temporarily,
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Publications of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Shirdi
Shri Sai Satcharita (Marathi) Rs. 22.00 3

1
2. Shri Sai Satcharita (English) Rs. 12.50 4
3. Shri Sai Satcharita (Gujrati) Under Print 3
4. Shri Sai Satcharita (Hindi) Rs. 12.00
5. Shri Sai Satcharita (Kanarese) Rs. 8.00 2
6. Shri Sai Baba Jeevitacharitram (Telugu) Rs. 12,00 $
g3 do do (Sindhi) Rs. 10.00
8. Guijarati Pothi (Sharananand) Rs. 5,50 3
] 9. Shri Sainath Stawanmanjiri & Sumananjali Rs. 0.30 ¢
{ 10, do do (Gujarati) Rs. 0.30 2
{ 11, Four Adhyayas by Dasganu (Marathi) Under Print ¢
{ 12, Sagoonopasana (Marathi) 13. (Gujrati) 14. (Telugu) 3
; Re. 0.50  Re. 0.50 Rs. 2,00
¢t 15. Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi by Pradhan Under Print 3
{ 16. Sai Leelamrit Marathi 17. Hindi 18. Gujarati
! Rs. 6,00 Rs. 5.50 Rs. 4.25 -
{ 19. Sai Baba in Pictures Rs. 2.75 3
$ 20. Shri Sai Baba Awatarkarya (A. Y. Dhond) Under Print 3
{ 21, Mulanehe Sai Baba (Marathi) Rs. 125 %
{ 22. Children’s Sai Baba (Gujarati) 1.00 23. (Eng) Rs. 1.75 %
§ 24, do do (Telugu) Rs, 1.50 25. (Hindi) 1.75 3
{ 26. Sai Keertanmala (Marathi) Rs. 0.75 3
} 27. Sai The Superman by Sai Sharananand Rs. 5.25 3
; 28. Guide to Shirdi (English) 29.(Marathi) 30. (Gujarati) 3
[ Re, 1.00 Re. 1.00 Rs. 1 60

[ 31. The Great Saint Shri Sai Baba (Mar) -|50 32, (Eng.) 0.50 ¥
! 33, Sai Baba of Shirdi by Perin S. Bharucha Rs. 5.00 ¢
34, Rudradhyaya Re. 0.60 3
{ 35. Marathi Brochure Re  0;560 %
{ 36. Keertan Panchak Re. 0.50

Available at :- 1. Receiver, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan,
P. O. Shirdi, Dist., Ahmednagar.

2. Sai Niketan, 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Rd,
Dadar, Bombay - 400 014.




LICENCE No. 19
Licence To Post Without Prepayment
At Dadar Head Office, Bombay-14

Regd No. MHIBYEJ&&:

THREE COLOURED

ASHIRVAD PHOTOS

Size Price Size Price
14”x20"* Rs, 1-50 8”x10” Rs. 0-50
10x14“ Rs, 1-00 2%"x34” Rs, 0.20

43"x54“ Rs 0-30

Photos from the Blocks by Shri D. D, Neroy

Particulars Colour Size (Inches) Price
1. Baba Sitting on Stone Three-Coloured 14x20 1-50
2 o Black & White 14x20 1-50
3. B Coloured 10x14 1-00
4. Baba in Dwarkamai Three-Coloured 14x20 1-00
5. i ¥ 10x14 0-75
6 Shirdi Darshan (66 Photos) 4-50
7. Murti Photo Coloured 10x14 1-00
8. 35 o 8x10 0-50

Available at :-

1. Receiver Shri Sai Baba Sansthan P. O, Shirdi,
Tal. Kopargaon, Dist. Ahmednagar

2. “Sai Niketan" 804-B, Dr. Ambedkar Road, Dadar,
Bombay-400 014
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