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0O Kalamas, do not accept what 1 have said to you because
it has been so said in the past; do not accept it because it has
been handed down by tradition; do not accept it thinking it-may
be so; do not accept it because it is also in the holy scriptures;
do not accept it because it can be proved by inference; do not
accept it thinking it is worldly wisdom; do not accept it because
it seems to be plausible; do not accept it because it coincides
with your belief; do not accept it because it is said by a famous
or holy monk; but if you find that it appeals to your discri-
mination and conscience as being conducive to your benefit and
happiness, then accept it and live up to it,” g

Advice of Gautama Buddha
to Kalamas, a Kshatri}_'n
tribe of Kosaldesh
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EDT[O ETA

It is-only- by thé Divine ‘Grace of God that one finds 4
Sadguru in his lifetime “&nd ‘it ‘is“only by His will that one gets
an opportunity ‘to derve Him. “Not 'many amongst us are fortunate
enough to meet the Sadguru in 'person and to serve Him whilé
He is in flesh and blood. But is it not equally true that a
Sadgury, like Baba, transcends the  bounds of time and space and
the frail, physical - frame that He temporarily inhabits? The
devotees' experiencés of ‘Baba’s hmely help and guidance that
pouf’ intd the pages of ‘this m&gazlue, day after day, are elﬂqueut
testimony hot only to ‘His love-and care of His devotees but aléo
to His'continued Presence “Eranscendmg the limits of the physical
world. “Sutely, ‘if* épirittial growth and fulfilment in life be possible,
servmg such a Sndguru muost be one of the ways of attaining it !
It*ts thfrefbre in thm spmt nf hurnble service to Baba that |

have taken up thc edlturﬁh:tp ctf this magazine that has been
entrusted fo_me,

If 1 were to say lhqt 1 shall do my best for this magazine,
or “that 1 shall qpare no eﬁ'urts to bring it up, it would be
p'rr.sumptunus on my part. As 1Euhr: “Dabholkar has rightly pointed
out. m "Shn Sai Satchanta ,' wbo am I to say that *1 will do
thw" or “I wﬂl do thal?” {Chap, 2), and assume so much
to}portancp fur mysclf? After. al.l. ~we are but an instrument in
thc progess wh:lﬁ Hn 1& tha g:quug spirit behind it. It is thus
Baba Himself wbo gcts H:a work done through us. All we can
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do is to place humbly at His service whatever powers He may
have gifted us with,

Guru-seva, or serving the Sadguru is nmot always so easy.
It is at once a boon and a trial. For, the Guru tries us in
many ways to test our steadfastness, faith and patience. In the
parable of His own Guru (“Shri Sai Satcharita', Chap. 32),
Baba has described the hard tests that His Guru put Him to and
bas thus impressed upon us the importance of Faith and Endurance
(SHRADDHA and SABURI), the only form of Dakshina that
the Guru expects from us. It is in the face of hardships, in the
moments of doubt and hesitation that these two qualities are put
to a sore test and it is only by praying to Baba for strength and
help that we can stand these tests.

The difficulties in the path of Guru-seva are many and
some arise from within our own selves. The greatest among our
enemies is the Ego which raises its ugly head, sometimes even
without our knowledge. Even the great sages of old, who were
full of wisdom, found it difficult to conquer the ego. Difficult it
certainly is, but all the same, it is essential to conquer it,
Guruseva, therefore, demands, first and foremost, a spirit of humility.

Here, once again, Baba has given us valuable instruction-this
time through precept and example, as He bhas at other times
taught us through parables. The story of Baba’s service to
Jawahar Ali, narrated in Shri Sai Satcharita (Chap. §5), immedia-

tely comes to our mind. Jawahar Ali, a fakir who was in no
way comparable to Baba in his spiritual or temporal powers,
pesed himself as His Guru and was served by Baba sincerely and
in all humility. Baba seemed to suggest that unless Guru-seva is
infused with such humility, it can never lead us onwards, on the
path of spiritual progress ~ Moreover, it is worth remembering
that Baba did not say *‘] am God" (qqu g#%), but rather that
“] am the servant of God” (qﬁ g¥%). He was thus the very
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personification of humility From His example and from His
words of wisdom we come to understand the true meaning ol
“Guru-seva "’ We can only pray to Him that He gives us the
necessary understanding to imbibe the true spirit of humility so
that we may serve Him whole-heartzdly, -

[t is this desire to serve Baba in all sincerity and humility
that brings us all, the Sai devotees, together into a common
brotherhood. We all share one faith and -one goal and owe
allegiance to the one Godhead. We are inspired 'by thé one
common desire to convey Baba's message, the impact of His
Presence, of His life and teachings far and wide. And this is what
“Shri Sai Leela” primarily sets out to do, It is true that this
magazine is the official organ of the Sai Sansthan and, therefore,
the various schemes, projects, and other activities of the Sansthan
reach the public through its medium, But it is also the vehicle
for the devotees’ personal_-experiences which are nearest and
dearest to their hearts, Such experiences which find a spontaneous
expression in their articles, letters, poems etc, also carry the
power to convince those who read them., One tends to dwell
thoughtfully and for.long on Baba’s fteachings and tenets, and
various aspects of His life, as they are put before us from different
points of view by devotees who have studied them carefully and
published the studies in the pages of *Shri Sai Leela', But the
the magazine also envisages a widening; of its scope to include
articles on other Saints,~thereby stressing the universal brother-
hood of all Saints which Baba Himself emphasised from time to
time,~and on other thought-provoking topics which can help us
to understand Baba better and carry his message to an ever-
widening circle of readers, May Baba bless our efforts, ®
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Shirdi Sai Baba

Shraddha and Saburi must be your primary qualifications,

¥FXave faith and confidence in Me. Do not be idle. Chant
My name.

X am Omuopipresent, the sole controller of the Universe.
Remember Me always in all ways.

IDwarakamayee is very merciful She saves you from all calamities,
Xt is all God’s play. He is the mcreatnr. sustainer and destroyer.
Surrender to Me fully and 1 will do the rest.

Al persons and creatures are different in form because of
previous actions.

X will not allow My devotees to perish. I will take full care
of them.

Bielieve Me. Meditate on Me. Then the goal will be achieved.
Al this is God’s Leela. Brahma and Maya are My parents.

BBe contented and cheerful. If yon do not heed to this | leave
you to your fate

A llah Achha Karega. Allah (God) is the sole protector

| | V. Rama Mohana Rac
180-D Rly Quarters, Satyanarayanapuram, Vijayawada-520 011
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Shri Sainath Maharaj Fulfils My Desire

Ever since I am devoted to Lord Sainath Maharaj, there
have been several instances in my life where I have been helped
by my Great Spiritual Master. 1 shall relate below one most
important problem which was solved with ease by Shri Sai Baba.

I was previously residing at B. K, Pal Avenue (Calcutta)
where I had to confront several problems because of acute housing
shortage there. Apart from the limited space available to me, 1 had
no mental peace and I was facing this difficulty for many years,

| One day | happened to visit the Shirdi Saj Baba temple at 39,
Jatindas Road, Calcutta-29 with one of my dear friends, That
was the first time [ had the fortune of visiting any temple of
Baba. 1 had never heard of any Sai Baba temple before,

Believe it or not, the moment I stepped into the temple, |
felt Baba’s bliss and mental peace at once descended on me. |
mentally prayed to Baba to allot a separate residence for me as I
no longer felt comfortable then, in my old place.

For years | had been sincerely trying to find a new rented
flat but on every occasion the monthly rent was beyond my
capacity to pay. As a result I was disappointed and my mind
was depressed,

In the middle of July 1984, | went to see a pew flat at
Tala Park Area but | subsequently learnt that the rent was
double my salary and hence impossible for me to afford. The
broker who offered to show me the flat not only insulted me but
refused to show me the flat proprely. | had to return disappointed
and on the same night | prayed - “‘Baba, why am | facing this
difficulty when you are there?"” | immediately remembered Baba's
saying ;= * Why fear when I am there?”” So 1 left it to Him
to decide about this matter,



8 SHR I SAI LEELA AUGUST-1988

Next morning, unexpectedly, a telephone call came from my
elder sister who told me there is a vacaut flat at Tala Park - the
very place I had been the other day to see another flat and
where 1 was insulted. I immediately ‘left ‘to sée the'flat. I saw
the flat and it was apprm'ed by my family members "The''reunt was
also nominal and within my capacity “fo pay Tﬁcj*’p!ace‘ ha’d*
pleasant surroundings and was equipped with alf ‘ameities. Bver
the neighbours also are good natured and co-operative,,

So is it not Baba’s b]essmg to m:? Baba helped ma tu find a.
place at Tala Park which was tutall}' Imposslble under ;u::nrm:ml1
circumstances. Moreover, after I negotiated for this flat there
were several others who had-approached and requésted the landlord
but by the grace of Baba I got the flat.

To me, Baba is omnipresent. He is ever active ‘even after
His Mahasamadhi and is continuing to guide His devotees and
help them during their times of trouble.

I humbly bow my head at Baba's lotus feet,

At the service of the Supreme Master,
His humble servant and devotee!

Shri Chandra Nath Laha
Standard Chartered Bank, Current Accounts Department,

4, Netaji Subhas Road, Post Box. 40 Calcutta =700 0Q1.,



H. H. Narasimha Swamiji

( Revived memories )

yAnfwanes : aaaefEyEg : |
gfwafmagar 9 a8 o am @ |

Guru Purnima marks the beginning of Chaturmasya Vrata
hich is of particular significance to sanyasins. Nevertheless, others
oo celebrate the function with great pomp as a mark of respect
nd reverence for their individual gurus, Jagadguru Shankaracharya,
he living saint of Kanchi, has said that four names in the lineage
f gurus (guru parampara)-Guru, Paramaguru, Parameshti guru
nd Parapara guru should be invoked. In keeping with this tradition

let us mentally prostrate before H. H, Narasimha Swamiji and
|veda Vyas, the Adi Guru and Parapatra guru, besides offering our
prayers to Lord Shri Sai Nath, our Sadguru.

H, H. Narasimba Swamiji bas been instrumental in propa-
gating the name of Shri Sai Baba in South Indja. Swamiji had
acquired universal acclamation and admiration during his own
life time for his untiring efforts in the field of Sai Prachar.

Though | bad some authentic information about Swamiji
from my beloved father, who incidentally hailed from Salem and
also started his career as a lawyer (but later he switched over to
Goveroment service and joined Madras High Court from where
be retired as Chief Appeal Examiner), it was only in 1933 I came
into personal contact with Swamiji through the influence of my
uncle late D. Bhima Rao, Retd, Post Master General of Madras
Presidency, My uncle used to spend hours together in the company
of Swamiji, with the result, the mantle of All India Sai Samaj
Presidentship fell on his shoulders after the Maha-samadhi
of Swamiji,
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I was staying with my aunt and uncle studying for my
post, graduate Diploma course in social work (which I gave up
as per pra's guidance) in a women's college in Madras, When.
ever time and leisure permitted I used to visit AISS and have
darshan of Swamiji.

In the month of November, the same year, if I could rely
on my memory, AISS was making elaborate preparations for
performing Kumbhabhishekam to the temple. On that auspicious
day I took ‘French leave’ from my college and went to AISS to
participate in the function. Thousands of devotees had
gathered io the big hall (which had only thatched roofing) and
the Abhishekam to the Kumbhum was going on to the chanting
of mantras in accordance with Shastric rites. My eyes surveyed
the area to catch a glimpse of Swamiji. But he was conspicuously
missing from the scene of activity. When I casually enquired from
a lady standing by my side where Swamiji was, she told me that,
that very morning Swamiji had a fall while having his bath and
that he had been removed to General Hospital with a fractured
thigh! The news was too shocking for my weak nerves to bear,
I had no mind to stay till the end to receive Prasad. I took the
earliest bus and dashed to Madras General Hospital,

All along the bus journey I was thinking of Swamiji. Why
-hould such a mishap befall a spiritual person? Why could not
Baba prevent it as Swamijl was His chosen apostle? Well, 1 got
the answer for my questions that evening.

By Baba's grace I had no difficulty in locating the ward
(I had no entry pass!) and the cloth board of AISS with Sai
Nath's picture and the name H. H, Narasimha Swamiji hung at
the entrance, greeted me. With faltering steps I entered the
room, Swamiji with his thigh in plaster was reclining on the
bed. There was one other gentleman, perhaps AISS sevak, in the
room. On the table by the bed side was kept a large photo of
Sai Nath. Swamiji as usual greeted me with his benign smile.
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He looked quite composed and cheerful despite the agony he
must have been suffering. My lips quivered, words failed me,
[ bad not taken even fruits for Swamiji, not knowing or probably
forgetting my mother's injunction that when one visits the sick
in the hospital, or a holy man, or a pregnant lady or a nursing
mother one should always carry fruits or flowers for offering! I
was sitting speechless in front of Swamiji for about 10 minutes,
Swamiji and the attendant were conversing about some thing |
did not care to listen.

When I got up to take leave of Swamiji He picked up 2
pods of Orange and 2 packets of Udhi and placing them in my
hands said, **“My dear child, you are lucky, you are getting every
thing in double”. The number, | understand is auspicious, Well
this was the last I saw of my beloved Swamiji., That Tejas In
his face ever so serene, the light in his eyes, the gentle smile
playing on his lips, and above all, his prnpﬁeti: words, have all
made an indelible impression on me,

In the evening I again went to AISS to offer my prayers to
Sai Nath for the speedy recovery ot Swamiji, When I was casually
discussing about Swamiji's fall and his subsequent hospitalization, to
my pleasant surprise I heard a devotee narrate how a week prior to
the occasion Swamiji had a vision of Sai Baba waking him up in
the early hours, saying, *you perform the initial rites connected
with the Kumbhabhishekam, you consecrate the kumbham with
your own hands!"” Swamiji, who understood that the instruction was
coming directly from Sai Baba, did the consecration accordingly,

Baba did answer my question as to why Swamiji sustained
the fracture. It was his Prarabda karma and none, not even saints,
can avoid the consequences of his actions-good or bad,-of his
previous birth, but has to face them in the present life. Sai Baba,
the Trikala Jnani as He was, knew Swamiji’s destiny and could
not avert it. But since he was dear to Him he got the consecration
done at Swamiji's bands. Likewise Ramakrishna Paramahansa,
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in 1886, suffered from throat cancer and when he prayed to Kalj,
the Goddess said it was due to his previous karma and he had
to endure it!

When I visited Shirdi in Jan. 1985, to participate in the
Sai Leela Writers Gathering, I had the golden opportunity to be
blessed by Pujya Sri L. S, Naik, President of 1984 Sai Leela Meet.
I met him at Dwarakamai. He showed me the historic place and
the very pillar where Saj Baba had stood leaning and resting his arm
and had blessed him. I felt a thrill in my heart when I heard
him narrate his experience,

Likewise, I recount with pleasure my experience of H. H,
Swamijl. True, Swamiji and Sai Maharaj are not bodily present
with us, BUT there is no galnsaying the fact that they do make
their spiritual presence felt in a subtle form, throbbing in the
heart of every sincere devotee, enriching and ennobling his life,
both materially and spiritually.

Thanks to Sai Leela magazine which fulfils the needs and
wishes of ardent devotees whose number is ever on the increase,
With sincere prayers to Sai Nath to see that His Prasad in the
form of Sai Leela reaches every nook and corner of the world
I conclude,

Shri Sai Sadguru Mahara) ki Jai, ¥

Smt., Sita Sh
34/131, Bharani Colony, Sainikpuri P.O, Secunderabad 500 39




Extracts From Shirdi Diary Of Hon'ble
Mr. Ganesh Shrikrishna Khaparde,

Advocate, Umraoti

[ The Hon’ble Shri Ganesh Shrikrishna Khaparde was net
only a renowned lawyer of Amaravati (with a large lucrative
practice on the criminal side), but also a distinguished aide ot
Lokmanya Tilak who was then serving a sentence for six years
in the Mandalay Jail in Burma. A member of the Central
Legislative Assembly and an eloquent speaker, Shri Khaparde was
also a learned Sanskrit and Marathi scholar, well-versed in the
major works on spiritual matters in both these languages, There
is a reference to his exquisite exposition of Vidyaranya’s
"Panchadashi® in Shri Dabholkar’s “Shri Sai Satcharit”, (Chap. 27).

Shri Khaparde and his wife were both great devotees of
Shri Sai Baba and in the course of his visits, Shri Khaparde
seems to have made a fairly long stay at Shirdi on two occasions-
once for seven days in 1910 and again, for 3-4 months in 1911,
Interestingly enough on both these occasions, he has kept a
detailed diary, which, incidentally, has acquired historical impor-
tance for us today. The general style of writing and especially,
a certain reticence about revealing personal feelings and reactions,
tends to make it something of a memorandum for future reference,
and perhaps, such was his intention for, judging from its general
style, he could hardly bhave meant it for publication. Even so, it
has not failed to bring out the full impact of Shri Sai Baba’s
presence,~ his cryptic remarks, his teaching through parables, and
above all, his intense love for humanity. The very atmosphere
of those days is recreated for us in these pages. Unfortunately,
this “Diary"”, published years ago by the All India Sai Samaj,
Madras, is no longer avallable to the devotees. Hence this
reprint in the pages of Shri Sal Leela wagazine. Shri Baba
willing, it may even come out In the book form in the near
future. ' — Kditor. ]
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5-12-191¢

We reached Shirdi about 4 p.m, We put up in the Wad,
built for the convenience of people by R. B. Sathe. Madhavrao
Deshpande was very obliging and helped us and treated us like
guests. There are in the Wada Tatyasahib Nulkar with his family,
Bapusahib Jog, and Babasahib Sahasrabuddbe. - We all went to
see Sayin Maharaj soon after our arrival. He was in the Musjid.
After salutation I and my son offered the fruits brought by us
and gave some money at his request. The Sayin Saheb then said
that he has not been well for the last two years and more, that
he used to eat only barley cake and take a lttle water, He
showed his foot and pointed to a small sore, said it was the
stringworm, that it was extracted but the string snapped and
then it reappeared and so on. He said he heard that it would
not be well with him till he went to his native town, He said
he kept it in view but that was all, he cared more for his people
than even for his own life. He said he found no rest as people
troubled him. It could not be helped. Then he told us to
withdraw which we did, Towards-evening he passed by the Wada,
and we . went and saluted him, I and Madhavrao Deshpande
were together, After we saluted, he said *‘Go to the Wada and
sit quiet.” So I and Madhavrao returned. We all sat talking.
They bave many miracles to relate.

6-12-1910

In the morning I had a walk and after bath we all saw
Sayin Maharaj going out with an embroidered big umbrella
held over his head, Later on we went to Musjid. Sai Baba
appeared to be somewhat excited. Then he got up, distributed
the food accumulated there, and after giving Udi-ashes, requested
us to withdraw. We did so, The midday meal was not served
till pearly half past two in the afternoon, After it we sat talking,
saw Sayin Mabharaj in the evening when he came out for a walk.
Later on we went to the Chavadi where Sayin Maharaj sleeps
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tonight. He was accompanied by the Umbrella of State, Silver
stick, Chavaris and fans e¢tc, etc, The place was tastefully lighted.
The lady who is known as Radhakrishna came out with lights,
I saw her from a distance. Madhavrao Deshpande said he
would be away tomorrow and return the day after. He asked
for and obtained Sayin Maharaja’s permission to go.

7-12-1910

In the morning, after my prayer, Mr, Bala Saheb Bhate,
who is a retired Mamlatdar, came to the Wada and sat talking
with us. He has been staying here for some time and bas a
peculiar kind of calm on his face, We saw Sayin Maharaj as
he was going out and went to him in the musjid in the afternoon
I, Babasaheb Sahasrabuddhe, my son Baba, Bapusaheb Jog and
children went rtogether and sat there. Sayin Maharaj appeared
to be in good humour. He asked Babasaheb Sahasrabuddhe
whether he came from Bombay. Babasaheb replied in the
affirmative, Babasaheb was tien asked whether he would return
to Bombay. He again replied in the affirmative, but added that
he could not be certain of remaining there as it would depend
on circumstances. Sayin Maharaj remarked, “Yes. It is true,
you bave many things on hand and have to undertake more.
You should remain here some four or five days. You will be
here, you should see for yourself. The experiences gone through
are real. They are not fanciful. I was here thousands of years
ago”. The Sayin Maharaj turned to me and started on apparently
a new track. He said *“This world is funny. All are my subjects.
I look upon all equally, but some become thieves and what can
I do for them? People who are themselves very near death desire
and make preparations for the death of others. They offended
me a great deal, They hurt me a good deal, but I said nothing.
I kept quiet. God is very great and has his officers everywhere.
They are all powerful, Ope must be content with the state in
which God keeps him. But I am very powerful. I was here
eight or ten thousand years ago.” My son asked him to tell a
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story as he told him before. Sayin Maharaj asked what story it
was. My son replied that it was a story about three brothers
who went to a Musjid. One of them wished to go out and beg,
The others did not want him to do that, on the ground that the
food obtained by begging would be impure and would pollute
their chowka, The third brother replied that if the food spoilt
the chowka his legs should be cut off &c, &c. Sayin Maharaj
said it was a very good story, He would tell another when he
was in the humour. My son said he did not know when the
thing would happen, and if the humour recurred after he left,
there would not be much use, Thereupon Sayin Sahib told him
that he should rest assured that the story would be told before
he left, 1 asked him why he was angry yesterday and he replied
that it was because the Teli said something. Then I asked why
he cried out *“Do not beat. Do not beat” today at the time of
the distribution of food, and he replied that he cried out because
the Patil family was quarrelling and divided among themselves.
Sayin Sahib spoke with such a wonderful sweetness and he
smiled so often and with such extraordinary grace that the
conversation will always remain engraved in my memory.
Unfortunately other people came and the conversation was interr-
upted. We were so sorry for it but it could not be helped. We
returned talking about it. Tatyasahib Nulkar was not present
during the first part of the conversation but came later on,
Balasahib Bhate came in the evening and we sat again talking
about the conversation,

8-12=1910

In the morning, after prayer, we saw Sayin Maharaj as
usual when he was going out. Later on we went to see him io
the afternoon but had to turn back as he was washing his feet,
Babasaheb Sahasrabuddbe, myself, my son and a certain gentleman
who came this morning formed the compapy that went and had to
return. Tatyasahib Nulkar did not accompany us. Later on we
went again, but Sayin Sahib dismissed us very soon. So we
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returned. He appeared very much engaged in thinking out some-
thing. At night Sayin Sahib slept at the Chavadi and we went
to see the procession. [t was very nice. The gentleman mentio-
ned above is a Police-Officer, | believe, Head Constable. He
was charged with extracting money and tried by the Court of
Sessions, He vowed to visit Sayin Maharaj if he was acquitted,
He was acquitted and so came to fulfil his vow. On seeing him
Sayin Maharaj appeared affected and said “Why did you not stay a
few days there? The poor people must have felt disappointed”.
He repeated this twice. 'We learnt afterwards that the gentleman’s
friends pressed him to stay and that he did not comply with
their request. He bad never seen Sayin Saheb before, and ofcourse
the latter could not have seen him before. The wonder is how
Sayin Maharaj knew him and said what he did.

9-12-1910

I and my son intended going away today. In the morning,
after prayer when we went as usual to see Sayin Maharaj, he
asked my son if he intended going away and added that we may
go away. We thought the necessary permission had been granted
and made ready to start. Baba packed all things and engaged a
spring cart and another to carry our things, and in the afternoon
went to formally see the Sayin Maharaj before actually starting,
'On seeing me Sayin Mabaraj said, *“ Do you really intend going ? ”
'I replied “1 wish to go but not if you do not permit,”” He
'said, ** Then you may go tomorrow or the day after, This is
'our house. The Wada is our house, and why need anybody be
afraid while I am here? This is our house ard you should look
upon it as your own house”. [ agreed to stay and countermanded
all engagements for departure. We sat down talking. Sayin
Maharaj was in a very pleasant mood and said many pleasant
things but 1 am afraid I did not understand him.
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10-12-1910

In the morning after prayer I told my son Baba never to
mention anything about our going away to Sayin Maharaj, He
knows all and would know when to send us away. As usual
we saw Sayin Saheb as he was going out, and later on When we
went to the Musjid, Sayin Saheb was very much pleased and told
the story of a former life of a young girl who was playing with
him. He said she was an artist and died and was as usual
buried. Sayin Saheb passed that way and spent a night near her
tomb, So she accompanied him. He kept her in a Babul tree
and then brought her here, He said he was Kabir before and
used to spin yarn. The conversation was exceedingly pleasant.
In the afternoon Mir. Shridharpant Paranjpe of Wardha accom-
panied by one Mr, Pandit, another Doctor, and a third gentleman
came. Mr. Patwardhan, Junior of Ahmednagar was with them.
My son and he are old college friends. They all went to see
Sayin Saheb and we all accompanied them. Sayin Saheb treated
them the same way as he treats everybody and talked first
of Teli, Marwadi etc. etc, Then he talked of buildings that are
being put up and added. “The world is gone mad. Every man
bhas acquired a peculiarity of evil thinking. I never put myself
on an equality with any of them. So I never listen to what they
say. Nay, | never reply, What should I reply?” He then
distributed *“Udi' and told us to return to Wada. He singled
out Patwardhan Junior and told him to stay behind as usual
mentioning *“‘tomorrow’” as the day of departure. [ and Baba-
saheb Sahasrabuddhe returned to Wada, It appears Paranjpe and
his companions went to the lady, Radhakrishna, Bapusaheb Jog's
wife has been ill. She has benefited very much by what Sayin
Saheb says and he gives no medicime, but apparently she lost
patience today and wanted to go away. Even Bapusaheb Jog,
out of sheer helplessness agreed to let her go. Sayin Saheb made
repeated inquiries about her and when she was going. When,
however, in the evening Bapusaheb Jog proposed to go formally
to Sayinsaheb for asking permission, she said she felt better and
did not wish to go-we wondered.



EXTRACTS FROM SHIRDI DIARY 19

-

11-12-1910

In the morning after [ finished my prayer and had a wash,
Mr. Haribhaoo Dixit of Bombay with a few companions, Mr,
Tarkhad, son of the late Dr, Atmaram Pandurang, and Mr.
Mahajani. who is a cousin of Annasaheb Mahajani of Akola,
we went to Sayin Saheb as usual and today’s conversation was
both important and marked by two incidents. Sayin Maharaj
said that he used to sit in a corner and desired to exchange the
lower part of his body for that of a parrot. The exchange came
and he did not realise for a year and lost one lakh of ruopees.
Then he began to sit near a post and then a great serpent woke
up and was very angry. It used to jump up and also fall from
above. Then he changed the subject apparently and said that he
visited a place and the Patil there would not let him go unless
he made a plantation and hard footpath through it. He said he
completed both. Some people came in at this time. To the man,
he said. *'You have nobody but me to look after you,”” Looking
round he added that she was a relation of his and had
married the Rohillas who looted the man. Then he said, the
world is bad. People were not as they were before. Formerly
they used to be pious and trustful, Now they were unbelieving
and disposed to contemplate the evil side, and then he added
something which I could not catch. It was something about his
father, grandfather and his becoming the one and the other
alternatively, Now as to the incidents, Mr. Dixit brought fruits.
Sayin Saheb ate some and was distributing the others. Balasaheb,
Mamlatdar of this Taluka, was there and said that Sayin Maharaj
was giving away only fruits of one kind, My son told his friend
Mr. Patwardhan that Sayin Mabaraj accepted or refused fruits
in proportion to the devolion with which tHey were offered. My
son, Baba, tried to tell this to me and wished to do the same to
Patwardhan. This made a little noise and Sayin Maharaj looked
at me with an eye that blazed wonderfully and sparkled with
anger. He demanded what ] said. 1 replied that | was saying nothing
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and that children were talking with each other. He looked at
my son and Patwardhan and changed the mood immediately,
Towards the close Bala Saheb Mirikar remarked that Sayip
Maharaj was talking all thrnugh to Haribhaoo Dixit.  In the
afternoon while we were at meals Mr. Mirikar's father who is
an Inamdar and special Magistrate at Ahmednagar came. He is
a very rcspectah!e gentleman of the old stamp. I liked his
conversation very much. In the evening we saw Sayin Saheb as
usual and at night we sat talking, and Mr. Nulkar’'s son
Vishwanath did Bhajan as be does every day,

12-12-1910

In the morning after prayer we saw Sayin Maharaj passing
out as vsual and sat talking among ourselves as usual, Mr. Dixit
appears to have turned a new leaf altogether and spends a good
deal of his time in prayer, and his temper which was always
mild appears to have acquired the-. peculiar sweetness which is
entirely due to internal calm, Rao Bahadur Rajarampant Dixit
came socn after from Pulgaon, He said he had no intention of
visiting Shirdi when he left Nagpur, but somehow at Pulgaon he
made up his mind to visit very suddenly and made the journey
practically on the spur of the moment. I was very glad to see him. We
all went to see Sayin Saheb later on. I was a bit late and missed a
very interesting story told by him. He teaches in parables. It was
about a man having a very beautiful horse, which, do what he could,
would not go in pair, It was taken all round and given all the
usual training, to no purpose. At last a widwan suggested its
being taken to the place from which it was originally brought.
This was done and then the horse went all right in the harness
and became very useful. I heard tne fragment of the parable.
Then he inquired when I was going, I replied that I would go
when he gave me permission of his own accord to go. He replied,
“You go today after taking your meals”” and later on sent curds
by the hands of Madhavrao Deshpande as Prasad to me, I had
it at meal, and soon after it, went to Sayin Saheb., He confirmed
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his permission to go as soon as | went, My son did not feel
sure of the permission and so asked expressly and the permission
was given in clear words. The Sayin Maharaj today asked Daxana
of others, but pothing of me or my son. I was very low in funds
and he appeared to know it. After saying good-bye to Mr. Nulkar,
Mr. Dixit, Mr. Bapusaheb Jog, Babasaheb Sahasrabuddhe, Madhav-
rao Deshpande, Balasaheb Bhate, Wasudeorao and others we left
with Patwardhan, Pradhan, Kaka Mabajni, Mr. Tarkhad, and Mr.
Bhide who came today. We caught the train about 6.30 p. m, at
Kopargaon and travelled to Manmad, Mr. Bhide getting down at
Yeola. I and my son will soon leave Manmad by the Punjab Mail

(to be cotinued)

The First Gurupoornima in Shirdi
( By a Sai - Devotee )

According to the Hindu calender, the day of full moon in
the month of Ashadh is known as Vyas-guru Poornima, and is
observed as the day of worship of the guru. In the PURANAS
are to be found references to the practice existing from the times
of Vyas of the honouring of the guru and presenting him with
robes on that day. Sai devotees will naturally be eager and
curious to know how gurupuja came to be observed in Shirdi. .

It is a truism to say that Saibaba was no ordinary saint,
He was all-knowing, all-seeing and all powerful in the sense of
being able to influence the forces at work in the universe.
Nothing was beyond him or could be concealed from him as he
had complete knowledge of the past, the present and the future,

Saibaba's methods of imparting knowledge and grace were
unconventional and varied. He never lectured or discoursed as
others do. He often spoke in Parables and gave hints through
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a word or a sentence or other media. The inspiration to perform
guru-puja on Vyas Poornima day in Shirdi also came from
Saibaba in a strange way,

In 1908, Laxman Krishnaji Nulkar, sub-judge at Pandharpur,
had taken leave and was residing in the CHAVDI at Shirdi,
Saibaba referred to him as “the old man”. One day Saibaba
remarked to Madhavrao Deshpande that the old man should be
asked to worship the pillar, near the DHUNI in the Musjid,
against which Saibaba often sat reclining. Madhavrao conveyed
the message to Nulkar. At that time the daily worship or
ARATI (waving of lights) of Saibaba had not started in Shirdi.

Both Nulkar and Madhavrao were perplexed by Saibaba’s
instruction. Then Nulkar referred to the PANCHANG (Hindu
calendar) to see if it could shed any light and he found that it
was the day of guru-puja. So they were overjoyed at the
opportunity to perform puja In' the Musjid, notwithstanding it
was to be of the pillar, When Madhavrao went to the Musjid
Saibaba said, “Why should the old man alone do the puja? Why
don’t you participate?” Madhavrao who was very close to and
on intimate terms with Saibaba told him that he would not care
to worship the pillar, but if he was permitted to worship Baba
himself, he would obey his instruction. Baba first refused but
ultimately granted the permission with reluctance, At that time
Tatya Kote Patil and Dadasaheb Kelkar, the other two favourite
- disciples of Saibaba, were also present. Dadasaheb Kelkar was
fully aware of the significance of the day and knew all the rites
of worship. So devotees set about the preparation with enthusi-
asm. They collected the things required for puja, obtained
DHOTIS and after performing puja of Saibaba offered them to
him. Saibaba had no use for the dhotis presented to him, but
_in order to inculcate the importance of guru-puja and to comm-
ence this practice in Shirdi, Saibaba gave the strange instruction.
This is how Vyas-guru Poorsnima first came to be observed in
Shirdi. Thereafter, it has been celebrated every year in Shirdi with
great devotion and enthusiasm, *



WHO WAS THAT ARAB?

Baba’s Love is beyond all dimensions, A thrilling event took
place in the month of November 1983, Here is a short outline
of the episode. The highly tense drama took place at a far off
place in Saudi Arabia, Shri Anant Haldankar is a tailor by pro-
fession at Mapusa, Goa, He pays his deep respects to Baba,
whenever he comes to Calangute, His son Nandu was in Sawdi
Arabia. He (Nandu) and his two friends had employed a private
cook to prepare their lunch and dinner. The cook was a Muslim
by faith. One day the cook started acting funny. He added too
much salt to the food prepared by him, Nandu and his friends
came to have dinner at the usual time, They could not eat as
the food was saturated with salt. They were hungry and as a
result they got angry. Nandu lost his temper and he jumped from
his chair to slap the cook. The cook escaped and took refuge in
the nearby Mosque. Nandu entered into the Mosque and slapped
the cook. The cook in turn lodged a police complaint that he
was assaulted during his prayer session (Namaz), The Police van
arrived immediately and arrested Nandu. In Saudi Arabia enforce-
ment of Law is strict, No arguments, defences are entertained by
the police authorities. Nandu was lodged in a temporary cell for
22 days before the actual trial began. Nandu’s friends wrote to
his father about what had happened, They were apprehensive that
Nandu may not be able to see his parents any more. The sentence
in Saudi Arabia is very harsh, No mercy is shown. They feared
that Nandu’s one hand and one leg would be chopped off, After
two days Nandu wrote to his father expressing the same fear. He
wrote to his father to forget him completely. He requested his
father to go to Calangute and pray to Baba. It was the last
resort. The whole family was in panic. Nandu’s mother fainted,
his wife and his elder sister sobbed incessantly. Shri Anant,
Nandu’s father did not know how,to face the situation, He started
trembling, Shri Anant and a close friend Shri Sham arrived at
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Calangute. [ learnt all as Nandu's father slowly pushed the
horoscope of his son into my hmlad. I politely told him to keep the
horoscope back into his pocket. I told Shri Anpant that ng
horoscope will help now and that he should surrender to the
Supreme, to Baba, Sai Ram. The whole family started crying
bitterly, We were moved, but what could we do? They prostrated
before Baba and begged of Him to return their only son. I tried
to console them and told them to mail ‘UDI' to their son., The
family left Calangute carrying ‘UDI’ with them, Fifteen days
passed, but no news arrived.

The tension in the family was mounting every minute, There,
in Saudi Arabia, a miracle took place, Nandu was sentenced by
the authorities, The order was to chop off one hand and one leg '
of the culprit. Nandu was being taken by the police to execute
the orders. In a second an unknown Arab arrived on the spot,
He interrupted the police and spoke to the Kazi, The Kazi was
willing to set Nandu free provided he paid the damages. The
unknown Arab paid the damages on the spot and Nandu was
set free,

One fine morning, Nandu stood in front of his father and
mother with two hands and two legs, all intact. They could not
believe their eyes.

Glory be to SAI RAM,

We are petty men. How can we understand the infinite grace
of Baba? Understanding comes only through the heart where
Baba lives. Let Baba come to us all, *

Pralhad Hulyalkar
Masterjee, Calangute-Goa-403 516

‘Q}%&I



A Devotee's Experience Of Baba's Miracles

Sai Baba of Shirdi had declared that *“I shall be active and
vigorous even from my tomb and my tomb shall bless and look
to the needs of my devotee”. My wife and I had a vivid
experience of the above statement,

During the monsoon of 1949, the disease of polio was raging
in an epidemic form in and around Bombay, At that time my
only son who was about 13 years old was struck with polio
and within two days both his legs were paralysed upto the lumber
region. So he could neither sit up nor stand, He was removed
to the isolation ward of J. J, Hospital, Bombay, which was
specially allotted for Polio patients by Bombay Municipality and
patients were not allowed to be kept at home as it was considered
extremely infectious. On admitting him there, the Doctor-in-charge
of the Ward, Dr. Cohello, a Child Specialist of Bombay, — who
himself suffered from paralysis of lower limbs due to Polio and
used to walk with crutches-called me and said *‘‘Young man, I
have no treatment to offer for your son as I have no medicines
for this disease. Go and pray to God-who alone can do some-
thing for him".

The scenario of the hospital ward was grim and tragic,
It was full of children who were struck with Polio. *The disease
is called ascending polio as it starts from the legs and climbs
up the body in quick stages. As soon as it reaches the chest,
the child finds difficulty in breathing and starts frethieg. At that
stage, some of them used to be put in iron lungs for giving
artificial breathing; but if the paralysis spread further to the neck,
the ckild would die. The treatment used was rather painful,
The doctors used to extract the spinal fluid from the spinal
chord aod give very hot fomentation on the spinal chords with
the result that the patients used 'to shout and cry. Only the
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chtldrcn were prov:ded with beds, but the mothers, most of whom
hadf to std§’ With thé c.‘hildn:n. #ad either to sit on a stool or
sleep on the floor for the whole day and night.

Those days I was working with the Cantral Railw aysand
after completion of my training, was posted as a leave reserve to
gain experience. During this crisis of my son, I could not get
leave as the Engineer-in-charge of Manmad had proceeded on
leave, so I was ordered to go there, Hence, after leaving my
son and wife at the hospital, I had to proceed to Manmad for
work and according to rules, I could not leave my Headquarters
or Section without permission from the higher anthorities. I was
only permitted to return to Bombay on week-ends, i.e. Sunday,
to visit my son and wife,

Just after my arrival at Manmad, one of my Trollymen
asked me about my problem and on hearing the facts, told me
that there is a tomb of a great saint named Sai Baba, very near
at Shirdi, and if I pray to Him, the child will be cured, He
gave me a small picture of Sai Baba, which was kept on my
bed-side table in the Rest House. After this, 1 used to pray for
a few minutes to Him before going to sleep at night and started
visiting my family at Bombay every Sunday,

In the hospital, my poor wife bhad to keep practically sitting
by the side of my son’s bed on a stool for the whole night. In
the morning, after the Doctor’s round was over by 10 o’ clock,
she used to go to a friend’s flat nearby, to have bath, food and
few hours sleep till 4 P.M. During this period, my mother~in-
law used to be with my son, This routine continued for three
weeks and there was no further improvement or deterioration, in
his condition.

On the 2lst night, she felt extremely tired, and after my
son went to sleep, my wife slept soundly on the floor beside his
bed. About midnight, my son woke up and not seeing his mother,
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he got up and sat on the bed and got down on the floor, stood
on his legs and started waking up his mother. Seeing this, all
the nurses rushed and caught him up, But, thereafter, there was
no looking back. My son was the first child who came away
‘walking” from the Polio ward six weeks after admisson. It was
a miracle as even Dr, Cohello admitted. We then visited Shirdi for
thanksgiving and since then we are deeply indebted to Sai Baba,
My son is now healthy and subsequently became the Captain of
the Cricket team at [IT, Kharagpur in 1969. Today, he is a
Chemical Engineer and a U. S. citizen, During our life we have
experienced innumerable miracles of Baba in all the crises life
unfolds and we are deeply indebted to Him for ever. *

S. M. Banerjee
Shri Sai Samaj Calcutta (Regd. 622875) Path 13,
Lake Terrace, Calcutta - 700 029

How Baba Saved My Life

To ‘

The Executive Officer,
Editor, Sai Leela,
Shirdi Sansthan

Dear Sir,

I am a resident of Piplani, BHOPAL, With the permission
of Sai Baba, I intend to share with Sai devotees an unique
experience of a miracle of Baba to save my life, during the tragic
event of gas leakage at Bhopal when thousands of people died.

On that fateful day of 2nd December, ‘84 I had fixed the
marriage ceremony of my daughter and in the evening I had to
go to the rallway] station to see the bridegroom’s party off by the
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Indore Bilaspur Express which departs at 11.00 p. m. The traj,
was late by one hour and I had to stay back in the railway
station till 12.156 a. m.

As my residence is 11 km., away from the station the autg
drivers normally demand not less then Rs. 20/-, As such |
decided to spend the night in the Ist class waiting room and go
to my place only the next morning in the tempo. However,
when | came out of the station thinking along these lines,
suddenly an auto driver came to me and addressed as underi-

‘Saab Mee Piplani Jara Hum Ahbhpkoo Char Rupayee Mee
Judar Chodthengee’ :

I was surprised that he demanded only a very small amount
of Rs, 4/- which a regular auto driver won't do. 1
observed a peculiarity in his appearance and boarded the auto
and came to my place.

But the next day, i.e, 3rd December, ‘84, when we heard
about the gas leakage at the Union Carbide factory which
took the life of thousands of people in and around the
railway station, [ ran to my shrine where Baba's photo is kept
and tears flowed down my cheeks to think that Baba himself
had brought me in the auto taking only Rs, 4/- as Dakshina
(which he used to collect when he was in flesh and boue) to
save my life as he had done in the case of Nanasahib Chandorkar
by sending a tonga to take Babugirbuva for saving the life of
his daughter Mainatal,

I do not find any words to thank Baba and the above
incident only shows clearly that Baba protects his devotees who
sincerely leave the entire responsibility at HIS LOTUS FEET. %

L. S. Narayan
C-2-66-B~Sector, Piplani, BHEL-BHOPAL



Spiritual Guide Sai Baba

Samartha Sadpuru Sai Baba still gu‘des His sincere devotees
in spiritual matters by providing enough leisure to allow them
to do their Sadhana regularly and also clears their doubts.

It is a daily ritual with many Sai devotees to read at least
one chapter from Shri Sai Satcharita. By Baba’s Grace, [ have
been doing this very regularly save when some interruptions in
the reading are caused by unavoidable tight daily schedules, on
certain days..

It was 31-8-1983 when the turn for chapter No. 41 from
Sai Satcharitra came. This chapter gives the story of Shri Baba’s
help to Shri Dev Mamlatdar in respect of regular reading of
Jnaneshwari. The day happened to be Shri Krishnashtami. I
felt very happy at such coincidence. After the reading was over,
I felt that Shri Baba should similarly bless me and help me in
the regular reading of Jnaneshwari.

On my return home, I was in for a pleasant surprise, for,
I received two Shirdi prasad packets, one in my name and the
other, in wife’s name, 1 also received a letter from one devotee
requesting me to send a M.O. for Rs. 36/~ to enable him to
seek justice in office matters in the court of law, The letterhead
had a"pleaaant coloured photo of Baba, with the assurance from
Baba printed to devotees that ‘‘He would be speaking to them
even from His tomb,” Readers can very well imagine the joy
I must have felt that Dev Mamlatdar’s story had come true tc
the letter in my case, on Shrikrishnashtami Day.

I was thus encouraged to sit for reading of Jnaneshwari and
by His Grace I finished two chapters in one sitting. Thus Baba
gave a stimulus to my progress on the spiritual path through this
active encouragment,
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After some days I was in for one more surprise. [ came
across one good devotee, by name Shri Jpaneshwar Manebuwa
who had mastered the Holy Book through 30 years' daily reading
and who gives discourses on the book, Shri Manebuwa told me
to come to his office during lunch time i.e., from 1-30 p, m, to
2-00 p, m., so that we could both read Jnaneshwari every day
and thus at the rate of reading 300 ovis (verses) daily we could finish
one complete reading in 30 days. Thus, through Baba'’s Grace,
| started regular reading of the Pothi and thus I developed an
irrepressible liking for the book.

It was Shri Manebuwa's practice to speak on certain topics,
in the spiritual field, whenever we had free time, It was during
one such leisure time conversations that he mentioned indirectly
that I should observe fast on Ekadashi days as all Varkaris i.e.,
devotees of Vithal, do. He emphasised that by observing this
fast a devotee effects tremendous purification of mind and thus
experiences the spiritual elevation for longer periods, and it also
deepens man’s understanding of spiritual matters. Now, I was
in a fix whether to observe fast or not as Baba does not like
fasts, Further, unless I get clear instructions from Baba, I do
not take any step in spiritual matters as I have accepted
Shri Sai Baba as my Sadguru. Shri Manebuwa, further chided
me on 15-11-1983 whether or not I was to observe Kartiki Ekadashi
fast or not, which was due on 16-11-1983, For this is the most
auspicious time when lakhs of Vithal devotees flock to Pandharpur.
I told him that it was left to Shri Sai Baba to tell me whether I
should fast or not,

On 16-11-1983, on the auspicious Kartiki Eakadashi day,
Shri Baba appeared in a dream vision, He took me by His
right hand and led me to a place where Jnaneshwar was sitting
and gave Jnaneshwar ‘‘Pithale & Bhakari" i.e. a gram-flour
curry and Jowar Bread, Shri Baba told Him to give this to me,
Joaneshwar did as He was told by Shri Baba, Thus Shri Bab
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instructed me through the vision not to observe fast even on
Kartiki Ekadashi day and cleared the doubt on this point,

Thus this leela of Shri Baba proved that He is a living
spiritual Guide who gives definite instructions to His pupils in
spiritual matters and also creates congenial climate where the
aspirants can continue their Sadhana without any disturbance.

Shri Anil Keshvrao Rasal
21/382, BPT Staff Quarters, Reynolds Road,
Wadala (East), Bombay - 400037,

What Prayer Means to Every Individual

To Pray means to know His way:

To Pray involves self-purification by the Divine Ray :
To Pray is to feel His gracious sway :

To Pray is, to be free from the earth's fray 1

To Pray means to be untouched by sorrow’s spray :
To Pray means our inner foes to slay i

To Pray is to know we are the Great Potter's clay

To Pray means to grow strong in faith, wiser and
better every day !

To Pray means to cultivate Devotion and Wisdom in
this, our brlef earthly stay.

V. Ganesh
120B, Rash Behari, Avenue 1 Calcutta - 29



Sai Baba - Our Sheet Anchor

- Sai Baba has assured His devotees Divine help at all times.
He has told us in clear terms - **Throw your burdens on Me, |
shall bear them.' In the face of such assurance there remains
nothing for His devotees to worry about. Articles appearing in
Shri Sai Leela Magazine month after month are glaring testimony
of Sai-help coming to His devotees always and in every nook
and corner of the world. Inspite of being fully aware of this
fact, I am ashamed to disclose that I am given to chronic worry,
I can't help feeling anxious about inconsequential matters, |
further confess that I have experienced His presence repeatedly.
Sai Baba has blessed me with everything that an ordinary man
like me can dream of. Worrying is a habit with me.

Recently I read a short story by Shri Pravasi Vinaykrishna
that has appeared in ‘Navneet’ Hindi Digest. The story is inspiring
and touching. I give a gist of that story in the hope that His
devotees will enjoy it.

One evening, a God- loving king left his palace with his
newly wedded queen for a pleasure trip in the royal chariot, The
reins of the horses were in the king's hands and the queen,
sitting by the side of her husband, was chit-chatting in sweet
tones. Suddenly dark clouds started gathering in the sky, the
winds of extreme velocity started blowing and it looked as if a
cyclone would overtake and destory everything. The queen felt
petrified with fear but the king contlnued riding the chariot
without feeling disturbed in the least.

The queen could not contain herself and said, *'Lord of my
life, how in the face of this uncharitable cyclone, which is
threatening our very existence, you are keeping your head so
cool and calm, untouched by what is within our very sight?
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The king smiled and said, “This cyclone-there is nothing
very special about it

The queen exclaimed, '“How can you say such a thing
when we are faced with grave danger that can result in our
death any minute 7"’

The king pulled the reins of the horses, stopped the chariot,
drew the sword out of its scabbard and instantly put it against
the neck of his queen. The queen looked wonderstruck but her
face betrayed no signs of fear.

The king interrogated his queen, “Even when the edge of
my sword is at your neck and you are faced with instant death,
why don’t you look scared ?”

The queen smiled and patiently replied, *“What is there for
me to be afraid of? No doubt, the edge of the sword is at my
very neck, but its handle is under absolute control of my lord
who loves me dearly,"”

The king laughed heartily and said, ‘'Darling, the very
faith that you have in your husband, | have in my God - What
can this cyclone do to me ?”

Doesn’t this story teach us a valuable lesson? In the present
times of confusion and increasing worries, Sai Baba is our
Sheet — Ancher. He keeps us free of all material worries so
that He can fill our minds with Divine light and we may enjoy
Divine bliss and ultimately merge in Him. He wants us to lay
our burdens at His feet and be positive thinkers. We should,
however, be on our guard to ensure that when He bestows all
happinéss on us, ego may not creep in stealthily and drag us
away from the very source of Divine Grace-the Lotus feet of
Sai Baba. : i *

G R. K. Bhatnagar
Belilnd D. C. M. Shop, Railway Road,

Aligarh - 202001, (U. P.)



Sai Baba - Our Sheet Anchor

- Sai Baba has assured His devotees Divine help at all times
He has told us in clear terms - *"Throw your burdens on Me, |
shall bear them,” In the face of such assurance there remains
nothing for His devotees to worry about. Articles appearing in
Shri Sai Leela Magazine month after month are glaring testimony
of Sai-help coming to His Jevotees always and in every nook
and corner of the world. Inspite of being fully aware of this
fact, ] am ashamed to disclose that I am given to chronic worry,
I can't help feeling anxious about inconsequential matters, |
further confess that I have experienced His presence repeatedly.
Sai Baba has blessed me with everything that an ordinary man
like me can dream of. Worrying is a habit with me.

Recently I read a short story by Shri Pravasi Vinaykrishna
that has appeared in ‘Navneet’ Hindi Digest. The story is inspiring
and touching. I give a gist of that story in the hope that His
devotees will enjoy it.

One evening, a God- loving king left his palace with his
newly wedded queen for a pleasure trip in the royal chariot, The
reins of the horses were in the king's hands and the queen,
sitting by the side of her husband, was chit-chatting in sweet
tones. Suddenly dark clouds started gathering in the sky, the
winds of extreme velocity started blowing and it looked as if a
cyclone would overtake and destory everything. The queen felt
petrified with fear but the king continued riding the chariot
without feeling disturbed in the least.

The queen could not contain herself and said, ‘'Lord of my
life, how in the face of this uncharitable cyclone, which is
threatening our very existence, you are keeping your head so
cool and calm, untouched by what is within our very sight?
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The king smiled and said, “This cyclone-there is nothing
very special about it "

The queen exclaimed, '*“How can you say such a thing
when we are faced with grave danger that can result in our
death any mioute 7**

The king pulled the reins of the horses, stopped the chariot,
drew the sword out of its scabbard and instantly put it against
the neck of his queen. The queen looked wonderstruck but her
face betrayed no signs of fear.

The king interrogated his queen, “Even when the edge of
my sword is at your neck and you are faced with instant death,
why don't you look scared ?*

The queen smiled and patiently replied, “What is there for
me to be afraid of? No doubt, the edge of the sword is at my
very neck, but its handle is under absolute control of my lord
who loves me dearly,"”

The king laughed beartily and said, ‘'Darling, the very
faith that you have in your husband, I have in my God - What
can this cyclone do to me?”

Doesn’t this story teach us a valuable lesson? In the present
times of confusion and increasing worries, Sai Baba is our
Sheet — Anchor. He keeps us free of all material worries so
that He can fill our minds with Divine light and we may enjoy
Divine bliss and ultimately merge in Him. He wants us to lay
our burdens at His feet and be positive thinkers, We should,
however, be on our guard to epsure that when He bestows all
bappiness on us, ego may not creep in stealthily and drag us
away from the very source of Divine Grace-the Lotus feet of

e 7,
:}q..u R. K. Bhatnagar

nd D. C. M. Shop, Railway Road,
Aligarh - 202001, (U. P.)



We Now Present

O, Sainath, by whose hand
Thy devotees are fed;

Who through this weary life
Hast all our fathers led,

Our vows, our prayers, we now present
Before Thy throne of grace;

Lord Sainath,

Through each perplexing path of life
Our wandering footsteps guide.

Give us, each day, our daily food
And raiment fit provide.

O, Sainath spread Thy covering wings ground
Till all our wanderings end;

And at our Sainath's abode
Our souls arrive In peace.

Such blessings from Thy gracious hand
Our humble prayers implore.

Mrs. Usha Rmﬂnnthnlll
W/O Dr. R. J, Ranganathan, Primary Health Centri
Kalasapura 577 146 Chikmagalur dist, Karnataki



SAl, the Prophet of One Humanity

““Art, Science and Religion are but three different ways of
expressing a single Truth, the Supreme Reality. Man must strive
for the establishment of unity, harmony and one-ness of Humanity
amidst the numerous external distinctions in Nature'

‘* MADELINE BRIDGES *

The sublime concept of *“Vasudhaika Kutumbakam'-one
World and one Humanity, has been the Cardina] principle of the
glorious heritage of spiritual and social culture of our Bharat
Varsh all through the milienniums of the past. In this context,
‘TATTVAM-ASI' - Thou art that, represents the fundamental
identity of macrocosm and microcosm. Every living being
(micro-cosm) and the universe (macro-cosm) have the same natural
human characterstics, and they are constantly in dynamic contact
with each other, Man occupies a special position in npature,
though biologically, he shares certain common features with animals
and even plants. In our present world, man, inspite of tremen-
dous development scientifically and technologically, succeeding
in an amazing manner in tamiog the great nature to suit his aspira-
tions and needs, is beset with ceaseless strife and sorrow, toil
and tears, distress and dispair. Science has come to stay, and it
is fool-hardy to think of putting the clock back, Science and
technological development is double-edged weapon; it blesses with
one hand, and destroys with the other, Slowly but surely,
Humlmty ‘is being pushed towards a nuclear hulmult which
will wipe away 'the species of homo=sapiens from the face of the
carth. The ,common man with this sword of Domocles hanging

over hishead: precatiously, remains a helpless victim.

ralcqders)! itMls Sai Nath who becomes the mecting=point not
only oF East and West, but of South and North and also of the
padt epd future; | Saistands Bupreme as the greatest harmoniser

o,
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of all religions, faiths and creeds. There can be no better healing
balm than Sai Natt}talﬁmugrpha for bleeding hearts, unfortunately
mauled and wounded in the battle of life, The wonderful sooth-
ing effect .of Sai's Grace s not easily expressible but can only be
experienced. Universal love, .oneness of mankind and humanism
are the quintessence of Sai Nath's gospel. .

Remember there is nothing novel in the doctrinal aspect of
His gospel. Really, it is as old as the oldest religion, and is
perfectly in tune with what our great sages and saints have been
holding aloft-the most precious treasure of Divine Wisdom,
philosophy and culture, handed over with all its pristine splendour,
to Rishis of Yore. For Sai all humanity was his own and none
was an alien to him, Indeed, the enchanting impact of Sai
Nath’s influence on whosoever approaches Him or even mentally
prays to Him, is like an Oasls in a desert which provides a cool
shelter and refreshing drink to the parched soul treading the
scorching sands of Sansaric life.

May the subline tenets of Sai Nath-Compassion, love and
mercy for the bamanity, inspire the present and the future to
usher in an era of endearing harmony, loving brotherhood, and
robust bumanism. May the immortal soul of Bharat Varsh, ever
speak and work through Sal Nath,

In conclusion, Ist us bow down in reverential homage to
Sai Nath, remembering the succint and saprkling words of Albert
Einstein, the father of modern nuclear, science, “*The ideals which
have lighted my, way, aad time after time, given me new: gourage
to face cheerfully, have been, Love, Compassion jand Humanism,'

Om Tat Sat
“Yaf Jai' Sai Nath

‘M Rangachari
President
Shifdi' Sai ‘Mission; 'Hyderabad



The Ocean of Divine Grace

“Lord's grace makes a dumb man talk; enables a lame man
to cross the mountains. He alone knows the knack of getting
things done as he likes. Neither the flute nor the harmonium
can produce the notes by itself, This is the concern of the player,
The oozing of the chandrank jewel and the surging of the sea
are not to be attributed to the jewel and the sea but to the rise
of the moon"™ (Chapter III Sai Satcharitra), Words fail to
describe the unique ways in which our ‘Sai’ extends his helping
hand to his innumerable devotees everywhere, Often his kindness
and gracc makes me burst into tears of joy and the thought of
his compassion removes every fear of mine,

I came to know of our *‘Baba’ in the year 1979. In this
year on Guru poornima day, I bad a dream in which I saw that
I was standing on the railway tracks with my elder sister and
in the meanwhile an old man with a white beard, wearing a
'Kafni came to me and without speaking anything started giving
me dry fruits from his ‘Jholi’ till my ‘Jholi was overflowing with
dry fruits, but he had some more to give me and as I did not
have any place he gave the remaining dry fruits to my sister
who was standing nearby, Next day, I woke up with the
memory of the dream still very fresh, but then I ignored it like
any other dream as I was not of a very religious disposition.
Next day I saw in the market the picture of the same fakir, on
an aluminjum plate, and beneath it was written ‘Sai Baba of
Shirdi’. On an Impulse I purchased it and hung it in my room.
Two days later my M. A result was out and I had done very
well scoring a ‘first class’ and soon, within ten days, I was
offered a lecturer®s job in a Delhi university college. My mind,
filled with Marxist ideas and intellectual exercises, refused to
accept that whatever I was getting was because of ‘His Grace',

]
L]
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Out of sheer curiosity I did pay some visits to Sai memorial iy
Lodi Road, but I did not have any implicit faith. I used to
hate hanging pictures of different saints or reading religious
books or hearing ‘bhajans’, For me all this was a psuedo-orthodoy
stuff, having nothing to do with educated people. Today, almost
six years later, in my room there are just the pictures of saints
of different religions; there is a small Sai mandir in my room
where I do my puja and meditation, On my book rack, books
of different relgions, and of different saints and by great saintg
overshadow the text books of my purely academic carecer and my
tape recorder is always playing ‘bhajans’. What has happened?
Why this change 7 I myself do not know. In a slow and gradual
way He is operating upon me and taking pains to change me
internally, It is ‘His Grace’ which has crushed the ego, jealousy,
selfishness and other negative aspects of my personality. About
experiences, - perhaps like every Sai devotee, I have innumerabls
experiences, numbering more than a hundred, showing his omni-
science and omnipresence. I relate here just one of the innume-

rable experiences which I pray to Baba, may strengthen the faith
of devotees.

I had long cherished a desire to meet Mother Teresa, after
I had visited the orphange and infirmary run by her Mission
of charity, and in spite of trying I had not been able to meet
her. So one day, in the last week of March, 1982, I thought
that if I can meet Mother Teresa and hear the song ‘Shirdi Wale
Sai Baba Aaya he tere dar pe Sawali’ on Ram Navmi I would
feel blessed. This was a flecting thought and I forgot all about
it, On Ram Navmi i.e. 2nd April, 1982, my friend suggested that
after visiting Sai-Memorial, we should try to contact Mother
Teresa, because she had again come back to Delhi for some work.
No sooner did | place my foot on the temple staircase, the
Qawali Party started singing ‘Shirdi Wale Sai Baba Aaya he tere
dar pe Sawali’ and it ended only after I had handed over my
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garland and touched °‘His' feet saylog ‘O God Bless Me'. | was
very happy and surprised because I had forgotton all about the
song, but He did not ~ He never does. In a mood of ecstasy we
started for *‘Nirmal Shishu Bhawan'. As we reached there we
saw that within minutes Mother came out of the church. |
touched her feet and she placed her old wrinkled hand on my
head and with a serene smile said ““May God bless you™. [ was
in tears of joy and it all seemed like a dream,
L |

In the mood of joy and bliss I painted Mother Teresa's
portrait, but immediately I thought I should paint my ‘Baba’s’
portrait because it was all His doing - next thought was that the
painting should be perfect and I may not be able to bring the
right expression. This conflict went on in my mind for a month
and I longed for a beautiful hand painted portrait of Baba, On
17th June, 1982, when I went to Baba's temple, there I saw a
beautiful painting of Baba near the shoe-rack, On enquiry I came
to know that it was for sale. The artist gave a charming smile
and said that he often visited the temple with huge paintings of
Baba for sale. I immediately bought it. On reaching home I
saw that the name of tbe artist was not written on the painting
and later, on enquiry at the temple, 1 was told that no one with
such huge paintings ever visits temple and nor did anyone seem
to remember him, It then struck me that it was again His leela’.

On innumerable occasions He has made it clear to me through
various ‘leelas’ and dreams that there is absolutely no difference
between Him and other Gods and saints and spiritual masters of
different religions. He is at one with them and also with all of
us. We are all one. As mentioned in Satcharitra in Chapter VII,
he who completely surrenders himself to the Lord (in any form)
by conquering his ego and body conciousness and thus becomes
one with Him, is not troubled by any questions of religion, caste
and nationality,. This became all the more clear to me when I

later contacted Acharya E. Bhardawaja through letters and read
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his book ‘Sal Baba, the Master’. Today I do not want to leave
Baba’'s feet, come what may. Whole world Is desolate without
Him because - *wbat a man might give does not last long and
is always imperfect. But what my sircar gives, lasts to the end
of time. No other gift from any man can be compared to his"
(Satcharitra Chapter XXXII) *

Dr, Vijay Lakshmi Verma
7A /164, Faridabad Haryana

Prayer As Self - Offering

To pray to God is an essential part of our relationship with
God. Prayer consists in raising one's mind and heart to God.
Through prayer man prepares himself to receive God's influence,

Prayer is the activity of mind and heart. Hence all of us
pught to offer lovingly, in terms of words, our heart’s feelings to God.
(Yne who prays offers himself to the divine majesty, asks forgiveness
for sins and begs for the graces he requires for mental satisfaction.
He tries to discover the truth and how it can affect his conduct.
Prayer is our strength in temptation, courage in adversity, joy
in suffering and light in darkness. Pray to God on getting up
in the morning and while going to bed at night. Prayer is our
counsel in doubts. If we pray well with faith in and devotion
to God, He always answers our prayer. Prayer means self
offering and receiving of the Divine Grace. *

V. M. Hatwar
149, Reshimbag, Nagpur -9,



KINGDOM OF SAI

Worldly pleasures are shortlived and are bound to vanish
when conditions which created them get degstroyed. A lamp burns a
long as there is oil or strong gust does not blow it out.

On the otherhand, Moksha is like a precious gem, whose
lustre never dims. To attain Moksha, one has to cleanse one’s
mind which is the main culprit which prompts one to resort to
evil ways. One can control the sense organs but it is very difficult
to control the mind which is the playground of the senses. By
regular meditation the mind can be controlled so that the spirit
can merge with the Infinite. By strictly adhering to austerities,
prayer, meditation and satsang, one does not become a slave
of the mind.

Devotion to God is of utmost importance at all stages
of one's life for which absolute concentration and -ultimate
surrender are the essential factors. We must love god with
veneration and adore Him. We should feel it is our duty to
worship Him, Knowledge, power, learning and wealth, all come
by His Grace. ‘As the top spins fast initially, loses ‘its speed
gradually and stops finally and falls flat, so.also the human
being caught in the whirlpool of temptations, indulges in wordly
pleasures, and feels helpless in the end as a spent force.

Devotion does not meah a mere puja’ for a few hours in a
day, allowing ourselves to live as we like the rest -of the time.
The Omniscient Almighty is ever vigilant, helping the devout
ones and punishing the wicked Alihuﬁg’h' a person is known
for his good conduct in this life, but he.is I'gund “‘to go through
the wheel” because of his ignoble acts in his previous birth. Our
scriptures prescribe methods to propitiate the deities to acquire
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the fortitude to bear the agony with cheer. Sai treats all Bis
devotees without any distinction and &ccording to their conduct
and approach to Him. He is pleased when the devotee makes
a total surrender to Him, and places absolute reliance on Him.

Sai reveals Himself to those who have controlled their
senses and desires and cultivated detachment through perseverance
and fervent penance and austerities, He is ever ready to help
anyone who displays unflinching devotion, irrespective of the
turmoils and sufferings one has to undergo during the process.

In the ““Phala Sruthi ( & #fg: ) of Sai Satcharita’ it is

observed ... “If you wish to get rid of the cycle of births and
deaths read Sai's stories and always remember Him and get
yourselves attached to His feet. If you dive into the sea of Sai’s
stories and then give them out to others, you will get an ever-
new flavour of them and save the hearers from perdition. If
you go on meditating on Sai’s form, it will in course of time
disappear and lead you into self-realisation, If you completely
surrender yourself to Him, you will lose your individuality and
be merged with Him and be one with Him as the river in the
sea. If you thus become merged with Him in any of the three
states (viz) waking, dreaming and sleeping, you get rid of the
bond of Samsara ..

If you read Sai Satcharita” respectfully and regularly every
day, the calamities will disappear. Sai will be pleased and will
remove your ignorance and poverty, He will give you knowledge,
wealth and prosperity ,, "

The Gita Charya says :
69 7. @gW: €Y GRS €A |
CGEetee IEIEE IR LA I (= H
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““He who takes sorrow and joy alike, is established in the
glf; regards a clod of earth, a stone, a piece of gold as equal
in value; receives both pleasant and unpleasant things in the
ame spirit; and views censure and praise alike :

( = Chapter XI1V-24)

qi As=Afyag ufsana 533 |
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And he, who constantly worships Me through the Yoga of
'exclusive devotion, transcending the three Gunas of Satva, Rajas,
'and Tamas, becomes eligible for attaining Brahman, (Chap. XIV-26)

So, personal purity, ethical probity, implicit faith, constant
and devout meditation, guidance of a guru and total surrender
to Him are absolutely essential for one to be elevated to the
Kingdom of Sai. *

Aum Shanthi. Bow To Shri Sai - Peace Be To All

R. S. Ramakrishnan
“Nagsaivihar' 31, Dr. Radhakrishnan Road,
Mylapore, Madras = 600 004

Whatever we gain through our efforts at meditation and
prayer must be tested in the outer world; otherwise, spiritual life
may become just another extension of the conceptual unreal world
we have conjured up. Karma Yoga provides the best means of
testing the inner life in the outer, *

Swami Ananyananda



The Treasury of Thoughts

It is said that the thoughts are things and that as we think,
we become. The world outside is taken to be the projection of
our own mind. The mind is said to be the cause of both, our
bondage and liberation,

Bhagawan Sri Sainath had never taken a pen in His Hand
for conveying His thoughts to the world. Still for all that, His
thoughts were so mighty and powerful that He brought about a
transformation in millions of His followers all over the world
and He still continues to do so although no  more present in
flesh and blood amongst us. His thoughts give the inspiration to
those of His followers who are sincerely devoted to Him. This
shows that Bhagawap Baba is ‘The Indweller'” of us all. Think
of Him and He is present before us. This is really a boon of
Baba to His devotees. This is the Real Grace that He showers
upon us .rrespective of class, creed and colour. When we look
to Baba in this way, our vision becomes broad and pure. Qur
faith in Baba grows to such an extent so as to embrace the
Whole Universe, making us feel the brotherhood of man and the
fatherhood of God, Our selfish motives then no longer pester us. Our
ego then gets burnt like a rope retaining its shape without having
its original power of binding. It is Baba who has taught us with
His own Glorious example to remain in this world in a state of
“nothingness” like a lotus in the water yet untouched by it. This
is a unique way in which He has educated His devotees to remain
completely aloof from power, prestige, pomp and politics, When
Baba is our Guide and Guardian, we never feel “‘alone"; instead
we surely feel that we are “All-one'. This being so we never
compare ourselves with others avoiding thereby competition and
conflict. We are therefore happy in every situation. We undoubtedly
know that happiness and sorrow are nothing but the temporary
phases of our life which, as they come, they vanish. In that glorious
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Light of Love which Baba holds for us, we are journeying through
our lives towards the ..... Lotus Feet of Bhagawan Baba, which
is our ultimate destination. It is because of this that we receive
the noble thoughts from all around us thereby saving ourselves
from all evils of the world. The Sai-devotees are enjoying this
unique privilege of living in this world with peace and prosperity
because of the treasury of noble thoughts graciously handed over
to us by our Beloved Bhagawan Baba, This is redlly the Gift of
Grace that Baba has given to His devotees for all time to come.

When there are noble thoughts in the mind, there is nobility in
the character; this nobility helps the family to be in perfect harmony;
harmony in the family makes the society grow in an atmosphere rich
in duty, discipline and devotion; such a society helps the nation to
maintain law and order mecessary for the welfare of people living
in it; such an ideal nation will naturally strive to maintaio peace
in the world. This is exactly what the “Sai-Mission” stands for.

With Pranams at the Lotus Feet of Bhagawan Baba. *

: Shyam Juwale
Japardan Bhavan G. Chhabildas Road, ‘Dadar (West)’ Bombay

The whole thing is to love God and taste his sweetness, He
is sweetness and the devotee is its enjoyer. The devotee drinks
the sweet Bliss of God. Further God is the lotus and the devotee
the bee, The devotee sips the honey of the lotus, As a devotee
cannot live without God, so also God cannot live without his
devotee. Then the devotee becomes the sweetness, and God its
enjoyer. The devotee becomes the lotus, and God the bee. It is the
Godhead that has become these two in order to enjoy Its own Bliss.
That is the significance of the episode of Radha and Krishna. %

g — Ramakrishna



OBITUARY

It is with regret that we note the passing away of two of
the well-known devotees of Shri Sai Baba — Shri Nanasaheb
Rasane and Dr. K, B, Gavankar on 29th June, 1985, i.e, the
Ashadhi Ekadashi day. Our sense of logs is even greater when
we realise that with the passing away of these two devotees we
have also lost yet another direct link with Shri Baba, since they
both had had the good fortune to be blessed by Shri Baba when
he was in flesh and blood.

Shri Dattatraya alias Nanasaheb Rasane, who passed away
at Shirdi at the age of 87, was one of the Trustees of the Shirdi
Sansthan, prior to the take - over of its administration by the
Court Receiver in 1960, He was the eldest son of Shri Damodar
(Damuanna) Rasane of Ahmednagar, whose name is familar to
the readers of *‘ Shri Sai Satcharita, > In the 25th Chapter of
““ Shri Sai Satcharita, " we read about the birth of this eldest
son as a result of the boon conferred by Shri Sai Baba, who, it
is said, told Damuanna to name this child * Daulatshah. ’

Dr, Keshav alias Annasaheb Gavankar, who was 81, was
a former President of the Shirdi Sansthan and, for some time,
the editor of *Shri Sai Leela’ magazine. He has also written
*Shirdiche Sai Baba,”” *Shiladhi’ and other books about Shri Sai
Baba. Every year he celebrated Shri Baba's mabasamadhi day,
which falls on the Dassera day.

May their souls rest in peace.



MAY, 1985
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During the month a large number of Baba's devotees came
to Shirdi. Following were the artists who performed in the

Samadhi Mandir;

Keertan :- by Shri Madhukar Ganesh Suryavanshi, the
Sansthan artist and keertankar, on the Ekadashi day and on
other days of religious importance during the month.

Pravachan :- by 1) Shri Laxman Maharaj Wakchaure, Shirdi.
2) Shri Subhash Baba, Akola,

Vocal and Instrumental Music, Bhajan, Dance etc, :-

1) Smt, Sarojini Nandkumar Adghare, Poona, 2) Pandit
Jasraj, Bombay, 3) Kum. Seema Upadhye, 4) Shri Ratan Mohan
Sharma, 5) Shri Balkrishna Ayyar, 6) Shri Gopaldas Bhajan
Mandal, Hyderabad; 7) Shri Sardarsing Usharsing, 8) Shri Jayant
Phadke, 9) Shri Purushottam Gangurde, 10) Shri Ravinath Phadke,
'11) Shri Gajanan Kajrolkar, 12) Smt. Anuradha Arvind Bhajali,
‘Belgaum, 13) Shri G, Y, Krishnamurty, Sai Samaj, Khamam,
14) Shri Shahurao Bhagwantrao Bhosle Bombay, 15) Dr. Bhanu-
Lh:m:nuz‘.r Pandya; Ulhasnagar, 16) Shri Mobhan Madhav Parasnis,
'17) Shri Dnyaneshwar Dube, Bombay, 18) Shri Govind Prasad,
Jaipur, 19) Shri Giridbar Prasad, Jaipur, 20) Shri Bhaudeep
Prasad, 21) Shri Ramashankar Guddarshan, 22) Shri Kishor Pawar,
New Delhi, 23) Smt. Nateshwari Gupta, Hyderabad, 24) Shri
K. Jaikumar, Nrityavisharad, Nasik, (Katbak), -25) Sbhri Abdul,
Amin Shaikh, 26) Sbri Sunil Daithankar, 27) Sbri Kuldip Sing
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Hazara Sing, 28) Shri Raghunath Narayan Keskar, Abmednagar,
20) Kedar Raghunath Keskar, 30) Kum. Veena, Raghunath Keskar,
31) Shri R. Vishwanathji, Hyderabad, 32) Shri Ramayya, Madras
33) Shri V. Vijaykumar, Narayankhed (A, P.) 34) Shri Chandrakant
Chavan, Thana, (Geet Ramayan), 35) Dr. Aban Mistri, Bombay,
36) Pandit Keki S. Jijiya.

Weather i~ Shirdi enjoys fine weather, with very pleasant
mornings, and is free from epidemics. b 3

News From Other Shri Sai Centres

Shri Sai Spiritual Centre, Bangalore :-

This year Shri Saipadanand Radhakrishna Swamiji’s 81st
birthday and the 32nd anniversary of Shri Sai Spiritual Centre,
Bangalore, were celebrated on May 9th. Hundreds of devotees
participated in the Vishnu Sabhasranama Homa in the morning.
Abhisheka was performed to the idols of Sadguru Sai Baba and
Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji, Prasada was distributed to all those
present. Special Poor Feeding was arranged at the Ashakta
Poshak Sabha and the Abalashram to mark the occasion.

Shirdi Sai Baba Premi Mandali, Vijaywada :-

The Secod Anniversary Celebrations of Shirdi Sai Baba
Premi Mandali, Vijaywada — 11, were held from 17th to 19th
May, 1985, at Sivarama Krishna Kshetram, Satyanarayanapuram,
Vijaywada, Distinguished personalities like Acharya Ekkirala
Bharadwaja, Shri K. G. C. Hari Vittal, Smt. K. Aruna Vyas and
Shri J, Venkata Krishna (Gnana Shree) spoke about Lord Shri
Sainath. On the first day, i. e., on 17th, Shri T. Sambhaiah
Acharya, gave Harikatha performance on ‘Sai Baba’. On 19.5.1985
“Pallaki’” seva was arranged and many Sai devotees, irrespective of
their position, caste, creed and colour, shared the joy of carrying
the *“Pallaki'’, singing and chanting Sainamam. &
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