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EDITORIAL
The Holy Month

The month of September of this year (1980) may be aptly
called to be a holy month., because two important religious
festivals are coming in this month. On the first of this month
we will be celebrating the birth day of Lord Krishna and the
Kala will be celebrated on the next day viz.2nd Septembcr 1980.
On the 13th of this month, we will be celebrating the Ganesh
Chaturthi, the day dedicated to Lord Ganesh Decorations will
be made in the houses for placing the idol of Shri Ganesh. The
public festivals will go on for about ten days thereafter, Cinema
shows, music recitals, lectures and dances will ente'tain ths
public in all these days and the big idols will be immersed on
the 14th day of the bright half of the month of Bhadrapad after
they parade through the streets in a procession, accompanied by
music, bhajan etc. Thus because of thess two religious festivals
coming in this month, a sort of serene atmosphere will prevail
everywhere in our country.

In the Puranas, ten incarnations of God Vishnu, have been
described at length, God Vishnu is supposed to have incarnated
on all these occasions in the first instance in order to destroy
the bad element, prevailing on the earth, which was oppressing
the people,  The second object of all these incarnations was to
re-establish religion on a very sound footing. The incarnation
of Lord Krishna is the eighth in this series of incarnations. The
Bhagwat Puran deals with the biography of Lord Krishna and
we may say that the great sage Vyas has done.adequate justice
to this incarpation by describing the incidents in the life of Lord
Krishna in minute detaijls.

The number eight is connected with Lord Krishna in several
ways. As mentioned above, he is the eighth incarnation in the
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‘'series ‘of ‘incarpations. He is the eighth child of his* parents He
.was ‘born.on the eighth day: of the dark half ofs the month .of
Shravan and in the Bhagwat Puran,. the . ,bir.th of Lord Krishna
is ‘also described :in the. 8th Chapter!. .

' The hfe—stury ut‘lLord Krtsﬁna is qmte charmmg and IE fall
.of mt:rastmg events, 'whlcﬁ gwm a spéc'lal pfac-a: to this' incarnation
Tamang all the mcirnatmns of God The thrill in the life of Lord
Krishna starts from his very birth. Now- a-days the children arée
_bu_rnlm husp:ta'ls In thosé days they may Be being born in their
'rrcspectwe homes; but Lord Krishna was born in ‘@ prison, where
his - parents were interned by “his very maternal-uncle: The
-atmosphere =gt 12 midnight. at. the birth, of Lord Krishna was
‘quite grim, i1t .was raining heavily. The prison doors were barred
“with the help of strong locks and this: child that was born in the
prison . was .to. be taken out safcly from that place and was also
required. to be carried safely. un,th_c other side of.the Yamun,a
river -to. Vrindavan for saving him from the clutches, of Kaunsg;
‘but every sort of: miracle is not impossible for the Lord. Henge
the doors of the prison opened for Shii Vasudeo and he carried the
Lord safely to Vrindavan after crossing the turbulent Yamuna rivgr.

The Life ‘of Lord Krishha as a child is also very interestifg.
Nanda, who brought him up in Vrindavan, was'a cowherd 4fid
hence the -Lord played. lot of pranks with other cowherd boys
and the milk-maids, ' This span of the life of the lord wagpso
enchanting that it inspired many poets to compose poems on the
incidents that. took pilace in the childhood of Lord Krighna.
‘Language has not been a barriar in this casce and poets haye
composed a number of poems in different languages on this,pait
of the life of Lod Krishn:. Though the Lord escaped from the
prison of Kaunsa, he never forgot him, On the other hang, he
tried at every juncture to do away with Lord Krishna, Howgygr
fighting against the Lord was not an easy job and all pegsops,
who were sent to kill Shree Krishna, were exterminated by dhe
Lord himself
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One episode from the life of Lord Krishma during his
childhood is often quoted. It is his stay with his Guru Sandipani.
The Lord, who was an incarnation of Ged Vishnu knew all things
and did not really require to acquire knowledge from a Guru.
However as the Lord was born in the form of a human being,
he grew and behﬂad like other human bemp of his time and
led @ life similar to their life, Thus while leading his life as a
student It the Ashram of Guru Stndnpanl. Lord Krishna went to
the Jun;lf for cpllor.-tm. l':uwoocl lnd even helped the wife of
his Guru in ber dum:um dut:e:. fhe Lord thus set an ideal of
devotion to the Guru by his own example.

In his later life also the Lord led a very dynamic life. Jn
his childhood even he aiways was a leader of the cowherds.
Whenever any calamity befell Vrindavan, all approached the Lord
for finding a way out and he led the village folk to a successful
end. In his youth he was the leader of the Yadavas and he
fought several foes and vanquished them. Kaunsa, Jarasandha,
Shishupal aod the Kauravas may be pointed out as the main
oppress.ve people, who were sentenced by him in person or
through some other agency. It was in this manner that half of
the duty of this incarnation viz. suppressing the oppressive people
was achieved by Lord Krishna.

The other half of the duty is to establish the religion on a
sound footing.  This was done by Lord Krishna by means of
hi; famo>as composition, the Bhagwadgeeta. This work forms
a part of the gieat epic, Mahabharata, composed by Maharshi
Vyas. It is supposed to be narrated to Arjuna, the disciple of
Lord Krishna, on the field ot battle when the former was cough!
in a web of doubts about his real duty, According to one
shloka in the cighteenth canto of this book, Arjuna says that all
his doubts have been cleared and that he would act accoiding)
to the advice of Lord Krishna, The philosophy embodied in th
book is the cream of all tne Upnishads and it therefore gives 4
lot in a nutshell, Like the Bible, this work also has bec
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translated in almost all the languages of the world and has
inspired one and all. Our great national leaders Jike Lokamanya
Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi, Dr.Annie Beasant have publicly
acknowledged their allegiance to this great work in shaping their
philosophy of life.

Lord Krishna selected Dwarka, in the Gujrat state, as his
capital and ruled there for a long time, Thus Gokul, Vrindavan,
Mathura and Dwarka have all become holy because of their close
association with Lord Krishna. The devotees of Lord Krishna
consider all these places as holy places of pilgrimage, because it
it was at these places that Lord Krishna lived. The dust at
these places has become holy, because it had the good fortune of
having touchea the holy feet of the Lord.

It will thus be seen that this eighth incarnation of God
Vishnu viz Shree Krishna is very popular among the masses. Hence
the birth and the Dahi-handi are observed as great festivities all
over India, Shri Sai Baba always advised people not to discard the
worship of their family deity and even reminded some people
about the worship of their fimily deity, which they had forgotten.
Hence he always encouraged the observance of all important
festivals like Ramanavami, Dasara, Gokul Ashtami etc. During
the life~<time of Shri Sai Baba, even the Dahi~-handi programme
was being attended by him in person and he used to appreciate
the acrobatics of the children, who did them on that day. His
love for lord Krishna is very clear from the fact that the Masjid
was named by him as Dwarkamai. It appears that the Masjid
was named by him in this fashion in order to perpetuate the
memory of Lord krishna and because of the reverence that He
had for that deity.

GANESH CHATURTHI

On the thirteenth of this month, the Ganesh Chaturthi will
be observed all over India. Shri Ganesh is a very ancient deity,
which was worshipped not only in this country, but it was also
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- worshipped in many foreign countries, Of course the deity must
"have been carried along with them by the people from this
country when they ;went and settled in those countries; but it is
really a- wonder how the idols of this God are found in places
far off from India. Thz peculiar form of this God viz. the human
body and the head of an elephant, at once attracts the attention
of every person, who happens to see him,

Originally this festival was only a’ religious one. People used
to b.ing the idols and place them in their houses for limited days
according to their choice.  The festival would also last for one
"and a half day, five days according to the will of the individual;
but our great national leader, Late Lokamanya Tilak, thought of
making use of the devotion of the people for the cause of the
nation. He thercfore advised prople to celebrate this festival
publicly and the programmes like lectures, melas, keertans,
. pravachaus etc. that used to be performed during the ten days
of this festival, were ail meant for stimulating national awakening
among the people. The only aim that Late Lokamanya Tilak placed
before the people of this country was independence (Swarajya)
and he cleverly used every activily of the people to focus their
attention on this aim,  The birth day festival of Shri Shiwaji
Maharaj was similarly started as a public festival by Late
Lokamanya Tilak and this made the people to remember their
past glorious history and converge their attention on achievement
of independence.

Lord Ganesh is a very auspicious deity. He is worshipped first
at the beginning of every function, in order to ward off .all sorts
of obstacles that may crop up during the course of the function.
Lord Ganesh is attributed with verious qualities, He is the deity
of wisdom and knowledge.  All children were being formerly
asked to learn »imizTigaH: at the beginning of their study This
bow to Lord Ganesh was supposed lo 'pav: the path of the
achievement of knowledge, All our authors always bigin their
books with a bow to Lord Ganesh. Various stories are told n
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the Puranas regarding the birth of this deity;but all of them agree
on this point that Shri Shankar and Parvati are his parents. An
apparantly insignificant being like a rat is supposed to carry Lord
Ganesh; but in modern times it  has proved that it is not so
insignificant as it is supposed to be. It is consuming a very large
percentage of our food stuffs and in cities it is a menace to all
householders; but apart from all these outward appearances, the
faith of human beings is a very important factor and the implicit:
faith in this deity has made it very popular among the masses.

The month of September, in this year has thus embodied in it
two very important festivals of the year. It can therefore be right-
ly called as a holy month. We all Sai devotees should therefore
celebrate both these festivals with full devotion for the deities
bearing in mind that Shri Sai Baba also lked these festivals and
took interest in clebrating them. We should therefore remember
Shri Sai Baba alongwith these deities and achieve due merit from
the worship of these deities alongwith Shri Sai Baba, x

oL

Contributors to Shri Sai Leela
Please Pay Attention Here

it is obseived that many contributors are sending
their articles written in hand. As it becomes very difficult
to compose such articles, all contributors to Shri Sai Leela
are requested to send their articles duly typewriten, on
one side of the page, after 'iﬂvinu sufficient margin. The
artizles of those contributors, who do not follow these
instructions are likely to be rejected. — Egitor
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Bhagwan Dattatreya’s Sixteen Avatars
By Shri S. N. Huddar

Bhagwan Shri Dattatreya is known as Avinashi(nondestroyable),
Siddharaj, Yogiraj etc He has been ever advising and guiding
his devotees in the worldly and spiritual affairs, yogasadhna and
devotion to God. He had many Avatars from Vedic times to
date. Of these, sixteen avatars are regarded as the chief ones.

“Shri Gurucharitra® is a great volume in Marathi in Ovi
form, which depicts the life-mission of Shripad Shri Vallabh and
Shri Narsinha Saraswati, the two avatars of Datta which took
place in the Kaliyug. In the fourth chaptar of this volume, the
account of the birth of Shri Datta under the parentage of Atri-
Ansuya in Krityug, has been given. This is the fifth Avatar
amongst the above mentioned sixteen Avatars.

The celebration of the birth days of the sixteen avatars uf'
Shri Datta, was introduced at Ambejogai (Marathwada) Maharashtra
by Shri Datta’s great favourite devotee Shri Dasopant, This was
recorded by the revered Vasudevanand Saraswati another great
devotee of Shri Datta and he wrote in Sanskrit **Shri Dattatreya
Shodashavatar Jayanti Kalp”.

Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit Pandurangshastri Goswamy has
recently written a most erudite precious volume *Dattopasana
Kalpadrum’ in Marathi to depict all the information about
Shri Dattatreya from Vedic times. Hence it can be really called
““An Encyclopedia” of Shri Datta, It has five parts and the
fourth part depicts elaboarately the biographies of sixteen avatars
of Shri Datta based 'on the' Sanskrit script of revered Vasu-
devanand ,Saraswati. The. dyotees of Shri Datta may keenly
desire to know about these avatars and so | am attempting to
give this account in brief.



BHAGWAN DATTATREYA’S SIXTEEN AVATARS . 9

=5 i

FIRST AVATAR YOGIRAJ

After the creation of this universe the living beings had to
guffer from miseries as per their past actions. This made
‘Brahmadeo anxious and so he surrendered to Shri Vishnu, the
Loid of the Universe saying, *‘Dattoham Dattoham™ (I give
myself). Shri Vishnu appeared before Brahmadeo and advised
him to practise Yoga and know the efernal principle whereby
he was relieved of the miseries, and had the peace of mind.
Those, who recite ‘Dattoham Dattomam,” will also gain the
same fruit,

This avatar took place on Kartik shud 15, Krittika-Nakshatri,
Wednesday, first Prabar at sun-rise.

This avatar propogated Yoga, hence it is known as
Yogeshwar or yogiraj., He looked most charming, delicate and
snowwhite in colour. Like Shree Krishna, he had one head and
four hands,

SECOND AVATAR ATRIVARAD

When Atri lived as a grahastha, he had many sons. They
were learned and erudite; but he Jlonged to have a son, who
would be famous in all the three lokas and would guide the
people to attain the highest goal of life. He therefore observed
severe penance on the Riksh mountain, Due to the lustre of
his penance, the three lokas suffered from heat and all the
creatures and birds became uneasy. All the Gods, Rishimunies
approached Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh., Then Brahma, riding
on Hans, Vishnu on Garud and Mahesh on Nandi appeared bcfore
Atri and roused him from his meditation, Atri bowed to them
and said, ‘I adored only one God then who are you three?" The
three Gods said, “We are the same whom you aimed at, We
appear in three forms but we are one. Maya (lllusion) is
threefold satwa, raj and tamas. Raj creates. Satwa protects and
Tam destroys. These three powers are prominent. Parmatma
possesses all these three powers’”, Atri was blessed with a son
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by the three Gods as desired, Hence this avatar is known as
“Atrivarad, He had lustre like hot gold & a smiling face. This
avatar appeared on Kartik wad pratipada Rohini Nakshatra,
Thursday, First Praher and First muhurta, He had one or Three
heads and held Brahma's garland and kamandalu in the lower two
hands, God Shiva's drum and Trishul in the middle two hands
and Vishnu's Shankha and Chakra in the upper two hands.

THIRD AVATAR-SHRI DATTATREYA

Bhagwan >hri Hari appeared before Atri as a boy on the
Kartik vadya 2 Mrug Nakshatra, Friday at sun-rise on the first
muhurta, He looked bluish as Indranil in colour. His face
was pleasant as the moon, his four hands - possessed Shankha,
Chakra, Gada and Qadma, Vibhuti was applied on his body and
he had locks of hair on his head, He appearsd saying, **Dattoham”,
Atri and Anasuya said, *“We shall not be content till you take
birth from us,”” Being pleased with their speech, he entered in
the heart of Atri as a spark of lightening and afterwards took
birth as a son of Anasuya.

FOURTH AVATAR KALAGNI SHAMAN

Amongst the sixteen avatars of Shri Datta, this fourth
avatar js regarded as most prominent.

Due to the hard penance at the Riksha hill, Atri looked
very bright and his body became too hot. Bhagwan Shri Hari
came to Atri to cool down.his heat, Due to this achievement this
Avatar is known as Kalagnishaman. When Atri opened his eyes,
be saw before him the most loving Anasuya. The bright lustre
of his eyes entered in the body of Anasuya on Margshirsh shud
7 and nine month’s period was completed in 9 days (one day
being or ritatithi) and the Divine form appeared before Anasuya
on Kartik 15. Anasuya wondered to see this, She entreated the
God in humility saying, “[ shall not be content until you take
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birth as a human being from my womb’, Subsequently Shri
Hari appeared as a newly horn baby and lay on her bedstead.
At this time it was Mrug-Nakshatra and the moon was just
rising. Durwas and Chandra also were born at the same time

FIFTH AVATAR YOGIJAN VALLABH

When Shri Dattatreya appeared at Anasuyasashram, Indra
followed by the Gods, Rishi=-munis, Gandharvas, Charanas,
Yogis and saints came to see him, Knowing their eagerness,
Shri Datta appeared as a boy and advised them about yoga, He
said, **1 have no body, no time. ] am devoid of birth and dealh.
1 take various forms to bless the devotees, Though these acts
are transitory this does not affect my tatvic state. This avatar
is known for the propagation of yogapath and for removing the
obstacles coming in the way and Blessing the followers cf yoga.
This avatar is therefore known as **Yogi Jain—-Vallabha”

SIXTH AVATAR LEELA VISHWAMBHAR

The love for children and intense mercifulness of Shri Datta
are observed in this avatar,

There was a great famine in the country, Animals could
not get food and water. So they were reduced to boney 1keletons.
Thieves and dacoits looted the public, Rishimunies could not
petform their rites and saciifices were stopped. Rishimunics,
Brahmins etc, surrendered to Shri Datta, who was lying in the
laps of Anasuya and feeding on her breast. Hearing the prayers
of the people, Shri Datta appeared as Leela Vishwambhar before
them and offered to them food, clothes and provisions and
satisfied them all, This was achieved ecasily and hence He is
known as *Leela Vishwambhar’. One day Shri Datta addressed
the devotees as follows, *'This hife is like a vast forest, Abankar
is like a big mountain surrounded by big trees, creepers and
plants. Kama i, ¢ cupid is a fierce lion, Krodh (anger) is an
enraged _serpent, vasana (desires) are great lakes, Those, who
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’mnnot swim in the water, gef drowned", Shri Datta then changed
‘this scene. The devotées therefore asked, ‘““‘Where is the fierce
forest?* Skri Datta replied smilingly, *It has immersed wherice
it was created. It comes. into existence due to ignorance and
when it is wiped off, it vanishes.

Those, who. remember me, get rid of the family miseries,
LAll this physical world is destroyable and Atma, which.is at the
root, is only lasting.'”” The devotees enquired, **how is the Atma?”
Shri Datta replied, *l am .that Atma. ] am known by good
action and intense devotion,”

(to be continued)

To The Editor

Dear Dr, Parchure,

I am a subscriber of Marathi Sai Leela Magazine since last
two years. Some of my songs (ufyafid) bave been published in

the Marathi edition. Last year we all met at Shirdi in the
gathering of ‘contributors to Shreée Sai Leela magazine, I have
gone through the Dipawali number of your English edition, I
like your editorial and article on Saint Gadge”Maharaj., 1 wrote
this article when I read one article with heading (title) “Shree
Sai Baba is always with his children’ by Shri K. Saratchandra.
I wish to write some 'more articles ‘in your English edition, I
pray to our Lord Shri Sai Baba as well as'you elderly persons
(>arvashree Dadasaheb Parchurédnd Shri Sadanand Chendvankar)
to give me more-ingpiration to writé miore'and more on Shri’Baba.
Thanking you,
With regards,
Youis: sincereiy,
Madhukar Wakhare
Block 12/213 BPT Colony, Reynolds Rd,, Wadala, Bombay 400037



At the Feet of
Shri Saipadananda Radhakrishna Swamiji

It was on 8 good and auspicious day, a few years back that
Shri Sai Baba led me to H, H. Shri Saipadananda Rashakridhna
Swamiji through a friend of mine and an ardent devotee of Sai
Baba and Swamiji. Seated on a cane chair at the prayer hall of
Shri Sai Spiritual Centre in Bangalore, clad in his pure white
simple attire and with a loving and rediating face he blessed me
when 1 prostrated at his feet, After the usual recitation of
“VYishnusahssranamam’' bhajan, puja, archana & Gita parayanam.
Swamiji again talked to me with familiarity, love and kindness.
1 was thrnilled by *Satsang”. From that day onwards, | never
used to miss any opportumty to visit this holy place and to have
darshan of Swamiji, the apostle of Sai Baba.

I should admit, that I cannot explain the greatness of this
Mahatma and the happiness | used to derive by sitting and praying
near Swamiji, who wused to be homely with all classes of people
irrespective of their caste, creed, social status, position and age.

In his clear, lucid way he used to mould the spiritual
outlook of his devolees and guide them towards divine life.
Swamiji’s devotees plunged into grief and shock when he attained
the lotus feet of Shri Sai Baba on the 14th of January, 1980 on
the advent of Uttarayana, like the great Bhishma Acharya. By
his sudden departure Sai Family lost its mother and Sai Children
are orphaned. “Not a leaf moves but by His consent and will".
Yes, it is Baba’s will.  His will is just.  The void created by
Shri Swamiji's absence in body is bhard to fill. Let us pray to
Sai Baba and Swamiji and invoke their blessings to guide the Sai
' devotees.
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Swamiji lived a selfless, pure and simple life with toal
dedication to Sai service. Sometimes he used to be in deep
meditation, sometimes chanllng in praise of Lord and yet another
time talking to his devotees, He was friendly to everybody quite
active and alert, He shunned all sorts of publicity. He was
unassuming, reserved and undemionstrative, He was in a state
of complete desirelessness. Yet his life is an open book. He had
a great mission of life, For the benefit of all concerned, I would
like to highlight one or two aspects of his life which were dear

to him.

Besides being the president of A,1.S.S. Madras, Swamiji

founded and nursed Shri Sai Spiritual Centre at Bangalore. A
life-size marble idol of Baba was installed ,in the year 1978,
Swamiji lived and loved this place. .  Through vision he found

‘Jnanna’ and *Bhakti’ entered in the form of a lady and a child
and rested in the prayer hall, “Those who come here are indeed
blessed,”” Swamiji used to say, Soon after the installation of
Sai's idol, Swamiji said that henceforth Baba will take care of
the centre. At that time we have not realised the truth of his
mission. Devotees, it is needless to emphasize that this centre is
second Shirdi of South. Continue the good and noble work of
Swamji and be blessed.

Swamiji’s love for children was abundant. The child is the
father of man, the citizen of tomorrow, the futuie hope of
mankind. It is said that one cannot begin too early in training
the individual. Education without true religion is mere
husk, the dead bare bones of culture. It was the perfect alround
training that Shivaji received from his mother since his childhood
that moulded him into a jewel among Indian heroes. Bearing
all these points-in vision, Swamiji felt the absolute need to catch
them young and lay a firm foundation of bhakti in the children.
it is for the devotcu of Swamiji to provide the young boys and
':rls. the life lessons on divine truths, saints, sages, devotees,
epics, puranas, health, character, morality, bhakti, yoga, sadhana etc.
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Swamiji's love for 'Vishnusahasranama’ is well known. He
said, “It is impossible to exaggerate the greatness of Shri Vishnu
Sahasranama, the hymn of praise addressed to Lord Vishnu,
containing a thousand names. And it is equally impossible to
measure the merit, beneficence and grace that flow from reciting
the Sahasranama with bhakti and dedication.... It is commonly
observed that many people are forced or feel compelled, to praise
men in power or men of wealth for «favours. ;If one were to
praise the Lord of the universe with the same ardour and zeal
not only are one's aspirations fulfilled, but one is truly happy
because one is spared the humiliation of praising a mere mortal”,
Swamiji wanted every one to recite the holy names as many times
as possible with sincere devotion, and bow to that Lord Vishnu,
whose form is peace, who is sleeping on the bed of snake, who
has lotus in the navel who is God of Gods, who is the support for this
world, who is like ether, whose colour is like cloud. whose limbs
are beautiful, who is the husband ot Goddess Lakshmi, whose
eyes are like lotus, who is obtained by yogins in meditation, who
destroys the fear of samsara and who is the one Lord of all

the worlds.

Swamiji used to say that ‘namasankirtana’ is the surest and
safest way to reach God in the present yuga, | appeal to all
the Sai devotees of Swamiji to inculcate bhakti in the minds of
their children and chant God’s name whenever and wherever
possible as bestowed by Swamiji.

To Him 1 Bow,

Yathiraj Hegde
72, Jolly Maker Apartments No. |, Tower “B",
Cuffe Parade, Colaba, Bombay 400003

2



The ' Saint of Shirdi

There are quite a few God-men, who "claim to - be the
reincarnations of Shirdi Sai Baba.,” ' None is expected to know
first hand about the truth of this claim. by the copies, as there
are many, but countless millions of ‘people” know ‘about the
original, Shirdi is a small village in Ahmednagar district 'in the
state of Maharashtra, not far away from the banks of the sacred
river Godavary. From Kopergaon Railﬁay station it is hardly
ten miles. Countléss pilgrims pour into Shll‘dl every day hy
trains, buses and all other means of transpurt

The speciality of this hallowed spot is that it transcends all
barriers of caste, creed, and colour. = Sai Baba was said to
have been born to Brahmin parents, but fostered by Muslim
mendicants. He resided in a dilapidated mosque at Shirdi named
Dwarakamai, till he shed off his mortal coil in 1918 at a very
ripe old age; but nobody knew what his age was, His grinding
in spiritualism was at the feet of his master Venkatesha Guru,
also known Venkusa. This was prior to his coming to Shirdi,
which “was in his late teens, He used to observe all Hindu,
Muslim ‘and Christian festivals in that dilapidated mosque.
Whenever an occassion arose he used to quote with ease from
the holy scriptures of all the faiths. He was never tired of
stressing the fact that there was no difference in the principles
underlying them. Wiuen India was torn asunder by religious
conflicts he did his best to establish amity (Samarasa) between
the warring elements. He was endowed with very great spiritual
powers (Siddhis), but He rarely used them to show Himself off.
His powers were used only for alleviating the sufferings
of humanity.

He lived only by begging alms from four or five houses
per day, in strict accordance with the injunction laid down by
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“the scriptures for Brahmacharis. Whatever he got.that way in
his begging bowl, liquid or solid, sweet or hot, he, used to mix
up and lay it open in Dwarakamai, to be freely partaken by all
the people present around him, as well as animals, and insects.
He thus proved that He was above sense enjoyment (Indriyas).
A torn ‘Kafni, (long shirt touching the heels) and a torn piece
of cloth tied around his head, were the only items of dress wornm
by Him.

None who came to him for succour and none who heeded
his oblique hints, was ever disappointed. Even those who had
ignored his suggestions have been rescued by him in the hour of
need. His all pervasive cosmic presznce was always there to
help those that have placed their implicit trust in Him. His
exhortation to his devotees was “Cast all your burdens on me and |
shall bear them®, In this manner he used to discourage a half-
bearted approach to any problem. He taught that there is only
one God, as has been expressed in the Rigvedic pronouncement
““Ekam Sad Vipra Bahudha Vadanti”, o$ afzar AZHN Faid |

[t is interesting to see people, following different faiths,
flocking at Shirdi in thousand§ every day before his Samadhi.
Every one that comss to Shirdi believes firmly that His cosmic
presence still pervades. None who believes in Him is disappointed.

What was originally a small village is now a big and well
developed township and the management of the Sai Samsthan
takes good care of them all, There is accommodation available
to suit any purse, ranging from 25 Ps. to 25 Rupzes par day, many
dharmashalas whizh provide free accommodation, A neatly and
hygeinically maintained canteen provides food.

The worship there is of the most democratic form ever
imaginable in the world, None need pay even a paisa to have
darshan. One can sit in the Saraadhi Hall (Booty Mandir) for
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hours; losing himself in deep contemplation, No red tape and
no police bandobust are to be found there. So ‘also no V.LP,
treatment or ‘red ‘carpet for anybody there. I was' & silent
spectator during my 'visit to the place in 1977 when a Chief
Minister of & state and hundréeds of other devotees together had
the same kind of darshan. Baba is universal. He is above class
of ereed or colour. What is more, He blesses one, who believes
in. Him as well as one that may not believe in Him.

Truth and Love Are His only tenets, *

D. Subbarao
661 A, N. H. 4 Ramchandrapuram, Hyderabad 32

The photo of Late ' Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji was un
veiled at the Sai. Baba Mandir at Rasne Chawl, Shivaji Nugm‘;
Pune 5, on the auspicious day of Ramanavami (24th March 1980).
Shri G. R. Inamdar, a senior officer of .the Reserve Bank of
India, Bombay and a sincere devotee of Swamiji is seen unveiling
the photo.



Devotees. Visi_ting Shirdi,
Please Pay Attention Here

[It is observed that some unscrupulous persons are taking
undue advantage of the ignorance of the "devotees visiting
Shirdi and deceiving them. The following information 'is
therefore being published for the knowledge of the devotees,
visiting Shirdi, so that they may not be duped after getting

down at Shirdi. .
: : —Court Receiver]

1. Shri Sai Baba Mandir and the Sansthan premises are only at
a distance of about one furlong on the North side of the S, T.
Stand at Shirdi. The pinnacle of the Samadhi Mandir is also
clearly visible from the S. I, Stand. Hence it is not necessary to
have any guide to go to the Samadhi Mandir from the S. T, Stand,

2. If you have any luggage, please hire only that cooley, who
has the authorised badge given by the Shirdi Sansthan and pay
him only the charges fixed by the Sansthan,

3. If you are insterested in having residential accommodation in
the buildings of the Sansthan, please contact the Office of the
Accommodation Officer immediately on your arrival and declare
the correct strength of your group. Please also note the correct
information in the register provided for the purpose.

4, *Sai Niwas" is mainly meant for guests. Therefore allotting
a block to® others will depend on the need of the management.

5. As the accommodation at Shirdi falls short in view of the
large number of devotees visiting Shirdi, a general rule has been
made to give accommodation for only two days. Please therefore

do'‘not press “ for extending the 'period as it is hhly 'to cause
inconvenience to other devotees following you, (i

6. At the time of heavy rush sometimes even two familigs are
accommedated in one tenement, 1 lease thercfore bear a little
inconvepience and co-operate with the sdmijnistration.
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7. Lockers have been provided in the hall in Shanti Niwas ‘and
a cloak room has also been provided near the Samadhi Mandir,
Pluasc take advantage of both these facilities.

8. Fuutwcar stand has been pmvldcd for keeping yuur shoes,
etc. near the Samadhi Mandir, Please keep your footwears only
there Don't keep your footwears at the entrance of the Samadhi
Mandir passage, courtyard etc. otherwise they are likely to be lost,

9. Garlands, flowers, prasad etc. are received only after: 7 a. m.
Hence do not come to the Samadhi Mandir with them before
that time, otherwise to keep the same holding in hands upto that
time may cause you great inconvenience due to great congregation,

10. In the Samadhi Mandir the Kakad Arti starts at 5-15 a, m.
- and lasts upto 5-40 a. m. The holy bath to the statue starts
thereafier at 6 a, m. Please wait in the Samadhi Mandir on one
side to observe the celebration.

11. The coupons for Abhishck or for Satyanarayan Pooja, should
be purchased standing in queue only from the Accounts Office of
the Sansthan. Please purchae only the number of coupons you
require for yourself. Do not purchase any coupons from unathorised
persons and do not pass them on to the shop keepers or to the
persons, who are resorting to Black Market,

12, Enter the worship-hall only after the number of your
coupon js announced.

13. Please purchase the material for worship from the shop
keeper directly, Do not purchase it through an agent.

14. Offerings of cloth, shawls or otber articles should not be
presented in the Samadhi Mandic unless they rare previously
recorded in the Accounts Office and labelled,

15. Special stones have been provided néar the rear door of the
Samadhi' ‘Mandir for breaking cocoanuts, Please break 'youf
cocoanuts only  there, “Do not break them anyWwhere else and
throw the rubbish here and there.
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16. By observing discipline while in the Sansthan premises,
please help the administration to maintain order.

17. A complaint book has been kept in the Main Office of the Shirdi
Saansthan. Please place all your complaints and suggestions before
1he concerned officer immediately.

18. If you have to do poor-feeding, please pay your money in
the Accounts Office. Do not purchase lunch coupon and give
those to the people directly.

19, If you intend to distribute eatables to the poor and maimed,
please do it outside the Sansthan premises, so that there will
be no crowding near the Samadhi Mandir and the devotees will
not be put to inconvenience.

20, Please take care of your valuables, purses and children
while you are in the Samadhi Mandir and the Sansthan premises.
21. Information regarding loss of purses, valuable articles,
ornaments or bunch of keys should be immediately given to the
Security Oifice and to the Main Office of the Shirdi Sansthan so
that they would be returned to the owner if they are  traced,
22. 1f you find purses or other valuable articles of others anywhere
in the~Sansthan premises, please hand them over to the Main Office
of the Sansthan immediately sothat arrangements will be made to
return the articles to the proper owner after due identification,

23. Please obtain proper 1ecepit for donation of arucles or cash
given in the Sansthan. Office,

24. Plesse do not give any bribe or mducemcnt tu any employee
of the Shirdi Sansthan.

25. While thinking of your own convenience, please sce that it
does not cause inconvenience to other devotees, visiting Shirdi.:

26. 1f you are in any difficulty or if you need help of any kind,

please apprcach the Sansthan efnpluyc:n Please do not take gui-
dance or help from unauthori:ed persons because there is possibi-
lity of your being decceived.

27. Flease expect courteousress from the Sansthan :mploy::s and
you also behave courteously with them. ®*



SAINT GADGEMAHARA]

By Dr. S. D. Parchure M. A., Ph. D,

( Continued from August 1080 issue)

Shri Madhavrao More was a railway servant. He was
staying in the railway quarters near Akola Railway Station and
his job was of painting the railway wagons, Once he was doing
his work of applying red paint to some wagons, shunted to the
railway siding. After some time he noticed that one person,
dressed in tattered clothes and with grown up beard, was sitting
quictly in the wagon, After looking at that persou, Shri
Madhavrao thought that he must be a mad person. He therefore
thought of making fun of him. So he went to him and asked,
“From which village do you come?’ The reply came, ‘““what is
a village? Where is it to be found?.” On listening to that reply,
Shri Madhavrao was convinced that the fellow, who was sitting
in the wagon, was a stark mad fellow. He therefore said further,
«Wait a little. By applying this red paint to your face, 1 will
abange you into Maruti.”

After listening to these words, the person did not react in

any way, Hernce Madhavrao applied with his brush, the red

paintto the face of the person, found in the wagon, With that

paint the person started looking very queer. Shri Madhavrao

was happy to see the queer face and be started laughing, The

person however did not oppose in any way nor did he get angry
at the joke played upon him by Shri More!

It was thé ldnth Kour of Shri Mnru So he utOpped the
work and set odut for his hothe, The person in the wagon also
got out &nd startéd wa]kmg after Shri Mnrﬂ On lookmg-
at thé pérson, some peoﬁlc whispered, **Oh, he is Gadgemharlj e
Thereafter others reacted, “Yes, you are right; but who has -
applied thit red paint to his facer™
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: Immediately people rushed from all sides for the darshan of
Shri Gadgemaharaj and a crowd gathered around him,

When Shri More saw this, he became overpowered with
repentance. All his limbs lost their strength. His body got
paralised, The person, whom he considered to be a mad fellow,
turned out to be the famous saint Shri Gadgenaahargj In that
same condition of his body and mind, Shri More énmehuw_ came
home and silently lay down on his bed. He could not get up
on that day and even on the next. Repentance caused such heavy
depression on his mind,

Next day Shri Maharaj came to know that it was on2 Shri
More painter, who ‘stays in the railway quarters, that applied
the paint to his face. So on that day at about 10 30 p.m, he
went to Shri More's quarters and after tapping on the door
enquired, “Does Shri More stay here?” Shri More opened the
door on hearing the tap and to his surprise, he found that Shri
Gadgemaharaj was at his door, Before Shri More could open
his mouth, Shri Maharaj asked, **Will you please allow me to
take rest here for the night?.”

Shri More was stunned, Hes did not know what to do. He
simply stood gazing. In the meanwhile, Shri Maharaj spread the
rug, that he had with him, in one corner.and slept over it!

In the morning after all got up, Shri Maharaj enquired
about the number of members in the family of Shri More and
about his economic condition. When Shri Maharaj spoke in that
fashion, Shri More got convinced that Shri Manaraj is not at all
upset because of the prank, that he played on him unknowingly,
Shri More therefore got reconciled and the pressure on his mind
.was released, From that time, however, Shri Maharaj made
Shri More’s house as his stopping place, while going via Akola.

‘Shrj More had two ‘daughtefs. The name of the elder’ one
was Satyabham. Somehow Shri Maharaj came to develop Special
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liking for her and thevefore he instructed Shri More, *Though
‘Satyabharma is of marriagable age, still do not settle her marriage
with just an ordinary "person. 1 feel that she is very fortunate.

She is going to get an educated husband, Wait upto that time,”

On account of this assurance of Shri Maharaj, Shri More
did not settle the marriage of his daughter Satyabhama first,
‘though she was senior; but started looking for a suitable ‘bride-
groom for his younger daughter and in course of time, he settled
her marriage. The forecast and blessings of Shri Maharaj also
materialised very soon, One Dr. G. H. Chavan, after he obtained
his degree in medicine, took a job in the colliery near Chhind-
wada; but not being satisfied with that job, he left it and started
his own dispensary near the Chhota Ram Mandir at Akola.
Somebody suggested Shri More to propose his daughter to Dr.
.Chavan, who at once accepted the proposal and thus the words
of Shri Maharaj came to be true.

Only eight days after the marriage ceremony, Shri Mahara]
happened to come to Akola. That time he approached Dr,
Chavan and told him, “Your father-in-law has invited you for
lunch today in the noon."” Dr. Chavan was really surprised to
see that such a great personality was coring to him and inviting
him for lunch. As per the invitation, Dr, Chavan went to Shri
More's house in the noon and found Shri Maharaj there. Dr.
Chavan bowed to Shri Maharaj who said, *'Your wife is as s
daughter to me and therefore you are my son-in-law, Today |
want to be your host and-give you a feast.”

Dr. Chavan came to know later on that all the material
required for the feast was purchased by Shri Maharaj and he had
ordered Puran-Poli to be prepared for the feast. Very soos
all the guests, numbering about twelve, along with Dr. Chavan.
got ready for the lunch; but Shri Maharaj was not to be seen
amongst them. Hence Dr, Chavan inquired with his father-in-law.
' “Where is Shri Maharaj?”, |
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*““He is outside in' the 'courtyard.'" replied Shri More. Dry
Chavan noticed that Shri Mabharaj was having his usual luncly
of the paste of Chana powder along with bread. Ot noticing
that Dr. Chavan at once said, ‘“Maharaj, you are offering Puran-
poli to us and you are eating only bread. How can we t't;le.ra_u:
that? You must also keep us company and partake of the food,
that is being served to us',

On listening to these words of Dr. Chavan, Shri Maharaj
said, *“Oh, my son-in-law, I never eat any sweet thing" " Dr,
Chavan then protested and said that in that ‘case he also would
not touch the Puran-poli. On seeing the vehement protest of
Dr. Chavan, Shri Maharaj had to give in and he ate just a piece
of the Puran-poli in order to satisfy Dr. Chavan. Such was the
magnanimity of the heart of Shri Maharaj, wWho otherwise
appeared to be head-strong and holding to his own opinions!,

Later on Dr, Chavan shifted to Vashim and started his
dispensary there. At that time Shri Maharaj had come to
Vashim and he was suffering from scvere tooth-ache. The
trouble was so severe that Shri Maharaj was not able to take
food for the three or four days before that. When he got &
word, Dr, Chavan rushed to the cowshed of Shri Dhondibashet,
where Shri Maharaj was staying and after examining the tooth,
he took a decision and immediately extracted the tooth. Shri
Maharaj got immediate relief after the extraction and while
leaving, Dr. Chavan told Shri Maharaj, *“You have had no fuod
for the last three or four days, but now you can take somd
liquid diet. I will arrange to send to you some tomato-soup,
which will give you some strength,”

When Satyabhama came to Shri Maharaj with the soup he
said jokingly, **Well, The son-in-law has sent this with you, Does
be feel shy to come to me with this?". After saying this he became
grave and said further, *“Now I am being invited by the God of
death; 'but 1 will not die in'a hospital.' I will die someéwhere
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else.” .and as providence' would have it, Shri Maharaj acted
according to his word only after a period of about two months
and a half}

| In forgiving a person for an act, which he did unknowingly,
Shri Maharaj showed . magnanimity of his heart, In treating
Satyabhama, the daughter of Shri More, as his daughter and even
entertaining Dr. Chavan as his own sonsin-law, Shri Maharaj
showed how loving a heart he had, These incidents, which took
place at Akola, thus show these two important facets of the
character of Shri Gadgemaharaj, which made him a great personality.

(to be continued)

An account of the function, held on Monday the 24th
March 1980, at the Sai Baba Temple at Rasne Chawl at Shivaji
-Nagar, Pune 5, for unveiling the photo of Late Radhakrishna
Swamiji, was published at pages 43 to 45 in the issue for the
imonth of May 1980. Dr. S. D, Parchure, Executive Editor of
Shri Sai Leela (English Edition), who attended the function, is
-seen here, addressing the gatheting,



Baba Knows Everything

The number of devotees of Shri Shirdi Sai Baba must, no
doubt, be running into millions, Each of His devotees has got
his own way of worshipping Him. Some would sing His
bhajans melodiously in the early morning hours, others would
spend good deal of their time in mandirs, beautifully adorud and
located in one corner or in a room of their houses, some make
it a point to visit the holy shrines regularly and pray for hours,
whereas others are satisfied in just remembering His name in any
free moment in their otherwise busy daily life schedules. One
thing is, however, common with all type of devotees, and that
is, they always bring up their woes, problems and even desires
to Him and request Him humbly to fulfil them always to their
advantage. Not only that, they expect that, being the true devote:s,
Baba must grant them their wishes immediately, There are quite
a large number of persons, who having no worldly resources to
achieve their ambitions, simply look to Him for this purpose. It
is true that Baha 1akes care of all His devotees in all walks of
life without any distinction of caste and creed and irrespective
of sex or age. There is one thing which is hundred peicent
correct i. e. Baba knows everything viz, what is good and what
is bad for any of His devotees. The devotees, in their own
vested interest, may not be aware of this fact and may some-
times feel disappointed when their cherished desires are not
fulfilled. Some of them at times might even start feeling shaky
in their belief towards Him; but that is not correct,

There are many examples which can be quoted in support
of my above beliel; but 1 shall like to mention the following one
for the information of the readers.

Mr. ‘X, a very good friend of mine and a staunch devotee
of Shri Shirdi Sai Baba, was once working in a particular
section of his office, doing very important job, By dint of his
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~bard work, he was in the best books of his senior officers. A
time came when some of the members of that section were to
be sent on a particular lucrative tour for a duration of about
two months, Everybody was trying his best to make use of the
opportunity. My friend was also very keen for the above tour,
because being -financially weak, this would solve many of his
problems. He was almost sure of his success as he had prayed
to God Shri Shirdi Sai Baba to grant him the wish; but he was
so much disappointed when he eventually found that his name
was dropped from the tour that he started shedding out his faith
in Him. It was, however, not long before he realized how the
Lord had bestowed His favours on him by refusing to agree to
his request. Firstly, only after about; a week of the departure
of the party on tour, his wife suddenly seriously fell ill and
could be saved with great difficulty. In case he was away on
the tour far away from his home, she would definitely have died
for want of timely medical aid, which he could arrange and his
personal attendance upon her. Secondly, on their way back home,
the party met with .a serious accident inflicting many serious
injuries to all them.

Clearly Baba knew everything and saved His devotee from
the bad time though the devotee was ignorant of His kindness,

Let us therefore always approach Baba for everything and
welcome: His decision. X

J. R. Laroiya
S-12/1048, R, K. Puram, New Delhi-2

o



Shri Sai Is Everywhere

Lats year, I saw Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi in a dream while
sleeping on the ground . floor bed room of my residence
(Fategarh, U.P.). He appeared to me in the photo form of his
Italian marble statue, installed in the Samadhi Mandir, Shirdi,
(which I have been Jonging to visit) the framed photo of which
is rtespectfully installed in my Sai room on the first floor. In
the dream 1 saw the scene of that room, but Baba's that photo
was not at its fixed place in the centre, high on the wall, with
a lamp just above it.

It was in the right corner of the room where a photo,
depicting new-born babe, Krishna, crossing Yamuna on the head
of His father, guarded by the holy snake (sheshnag Zpyaim ),
is always kept by me. So Sai's photo was, thus visible in the
dream instead of Krishna’s. Sai’s framed photo was enlarged to
the size of Krishna's photo.

At that time, I saw Sai Baba of Shirdi for the first time,
To me He appeared to be trying to control His smile and talking
to me. I also ‘'smiled. He was looking very beautiful and was
wearing a dark blue cloth. He was sitting. 1 was standing in
the room near Him, |

T requestéed "Him to purify the talisman, | wore bzlow my
neck, the éontent of which wxs given to me by a saint, who
visited” my’ House on Ist September 1978 and 26th August 1979:
He w_ﬁls" none-‘else but'Sai in different form. When I requested
Shri Sai'Baba of Shirdi in ‘this way, He smiled and waved His
right. hand” genm. telling ‘mé (in’ Hindi), *‘Nahin, Nahin, Ham¥
Ndhin 'Kar*enge“‘ (i. 8. “No, No'l won't do’). And the dream
was over|'® |
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I started thinking over it again and again, For His, “No No”
I got the reason that it was already purified on 26th Aug. 79;
but for the question, ““Why should He appear in Krishna's place?”
the only prompt reply I had was that **He meant all are one.”

Still I was not satisfied by the second reply. I became
more and more keen to know further reasons for that change of
place and His smile. His words, *I won't do" could hint that
even though all are one, should be purified further, if necessary,
by the saint (in different form) who gave it to me,

When Sai Baba of Shirdi spoke those words, [ was so happy
to hear His voice that 1 forgot to talk further. 1[I still feel that
it must be His voice when He was living in Shirdi over half a
century ago, How beautifully authoritative and full of love His
sweet but strong voice was, like that of an ancient emperor
without ego and full of love, knowing everything. Often brooding
over the reasons for His appearance in that corner, ultimately
1 came to satisfactory conclusion and became very happy.

On :7th September 1978, He had appeired as a snake in
another room on the first floor of my house and was killed by
someone. | had floated the dead snake in sacred Gangaland next
day and was all along repenting for that incident as | failed to
see Him in all, As the snake was done to death in my presence
I wanted Sai to come to me once more, so that | might try to
rectify my wrong by stopping the killing not to happen any move.

A few days later, I saw centipede (%fax) crawling in my Sai

room on first floor, 1 was surprised and tried to make it leave
the room. But it moved and then disappeared. I thought it was
Sai and so I might not kill it. I went to switch off the light
in that right corner of the room (where Krishna's photo is ket
osow) and was surprised to se¢e a centipede again there in that
gorner, I took hold of it by a holder and dropped it on the
ground, It was saved. It was Sai. And so Sai appeared in
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that corner occupied by Krishna's photo. And so Sai smiled. It
is solved. The problem is over.

But then there is another question, *“Why Sai appedred as
a snake and centipede?.’" Yes there are reasons! More redsons
may be there which He knows. But all cannot be written.

:On 6th November 79, Sai came to me as an Aghori Baba
(& qrar) and wished me well. He was on the road across
my house and I wanted to give Him whatever 1 had then-23
paise coin, He asked for a rupee for the construction of a
temple. I told Him [ had then only 25 paise. 'He insisted on
payment of a rupee. I recollected that when in the form of another
Aghori Baba He had visited me on 22nd November *77, He had
insisted on payment of a rupee and when He had shown many
one rupee notes saying that everybody had given him a rupee,
I had given him a rupee note which only a day earlier I had
brought down from Sai room. With this recollection 1 looked
at the Aghori Baba to see whether he had rupee notes and
found that he had only coins. Meanwhile Baba no more insisted
for a rupee and lifted the pot in which | dropped the 25p. coin
and He blessed me, His insistence for a rupee was perhaps to hint
that He was Baba and that All are one. *

Gopesh Behari
-Jai Narian Rd. Fatehgarh 209601

e




If You Look to Me. | Look to You

: In India .and ‘world all over, people do believe the existence
of super power, which we name as God, Who has been worshipped:
in His numerous forms and shapes throughout .the world. There
have been existing many many Saints, Yogis, Peers, Mahatmas,
Avatars, Avliyas, Swamis, Fakirs in all religions of the world,
who manifested different theories about God. AIll these theories
if carefully thought over would lead to one point that is to attain
God, Brahmananda, and ultimately freedcm from the bondage of
soul, which is the prime aim of getting the birth in human race.

People belonging to all religions and faiths perform numerous
types of rites to worship God. These rites at times become
difficult not impossible, of course, to perform in this mechanical
and material world. Many rites are found to be so tedious which
cost not only time but money as well, And both these factors
bear vital importance in life of common man today, as we stand.
This may be a crude fact difficult to swallow for many of us,

I sincerely submit that [ do not intend to offend the religious
feeling of anybody belonging to any faith; but long to have
considerate, practical and simplest approach to realise God.

There happens to be one saint, satpurush, gurudev, who
existed in His physical body in India and discouraged traditional
rituals, Forgive me, if | ‘may call this saint as secular saint ever
‘born, for nobody knows His whereabouts or religion, His
magnanimity attracted people of all religions, castes, creeds,
sccts, faiths and were equally received by Him,

This saint is none other than our great Sai Baba, who in
Shirdi village sitting in Dwarkamai masjid always used to uttﬂ
“‘Allah Malik"” and say, “If You Look To Me I Look To You
Looking docs not mean in its simple dictionary form; but it m?uu
dovolional, blissful, truthful feelings towards Baba. f
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Sai Baba said that by psrforming conventional or trad;tmrt;
puja or doing nothmg. to be I'nrmal or informal, He is not
concerned, He is conccrned unly to thnse. who leave uvcrythm;
completely to God or Guru, that is to surrcnder oneself at the
feet of the Guru and keep patlcnce By this only one can stand
to control all senses and ultlmately suncc:d to get liberation.

If we sincerely 't’h‘ih'l:‘, we Will find ‘that in the
physical world of today, complete surrender to our Guru or
[shta Deva seems difficult and to have patience is a still more
difficult task. To e, only by continuously uttering and remembering
Sai in all circumstances, one can fix the wandering mind to have
blissful peace.

Pray, permit me to put forth an example of one of my
close friends, Mr. Ishwar Dayal Shukla, who in fact is one of
true bhaktas of Baba; but not at all ritual loving though belonging
to a brabmin family. He is merry-go-round type of a fellow
otherwise. | shall cite one or two difficult situations, which he
came across and then Sai alone came to his rescue.

His wife gave birth to a baby boy in his village. According
to the rustic custom in that region, a father is not allowed to
see the face of his newborn child for ten days. On the fifth
unfortunate day, his son suffered from acute vomiting and
diarrhoea, which could not be controlled by local herbal treatment.
A doctor was called from a distance, who gave medicines to the
infant; but they were of no avail. Two days passed with no
sign of improvement at all. The doctor, along with the family
members, left all hopes of the child’s survival. Unfortunntely
this bemg I:us second son, first one having died two years ego,
all were grcatly disappointed.

My freind, though having full faith in Sai Baba. }rct being
a human being got disturbed and in distress went to Baba's photo,
murmureq snmcthmg in puychm tone and :uddcnly rwcrsed the
phutu of Baba in dlsnuat ‘He 'then retired to his room to have
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a futile nap, leaving everything on Sai. At dawn after passing
sleepless night he heard heavier activities going on in the house.
Presuming the certain death of his child, he lay there motionless
in self consolation. After some time when he came out, to his
great surprise, he found joy on the sullen faces of all the family
members, Some joyful face came to him and informed that the
child was quite alright and it appeared as if it suffered from no
disease at all. He became dumbnumb hearing this and could
not feel anything as if all his feelings had been evaporated.
Calmly my friend went to Baba's reversed photo and reverently
turned it to look to Baba; but he could not bear the penetrating
looks of Baba and left the place filled with gratitude.

This same child, when it was hardly four months’ old,
suffered from the stroke of the same disease, Best available
doctors were consulted but all proved in vain and in one night
silently he repeated the same scene, what he acted at the time ut*.l
the child’s birth. To their great joy the next morning they found
the child sleeping peacefully and it recovered soon from the disease,

So this type of worshipping is also gladly accepted and
looked highly by the guru, which is full of shraddha and patience
alone and not by any ritual and traditional puja. True, after
all patience and shraddha are the fundamental things taught by
all schools of religion and faith and so by our Sai Baba also,

Experts of all fields will then interpret such bhappenings
in their own terminology. Let it go; but to a true devotee it
is Sai only, who shows such miracles, Sai rightly prescribes a
real strong dose of painful situation first and then only He
comes to cure. This is only because Baba as a sole teacher
wants to teach his bhaktas the lesson of shraddha an saburi,

Let all learn it so as to get liberation from the bondage of
soul,.that is Moksha, *

K. L. Chandiramani
88, Sant Kanwar Ram Nagar, Berasia Road, Bhopal, 46200l



Prayer at Samadhi Mandir and the Boon

Our first visit to Shirdi was long back in 1960 and thereafter
we became more attached to the Satya Sai form. Shirdi Sai Baba
had said that He will take the human from eight years after
Samadhi and this was enough reason to draw us to Puttaparthi
more and more, although with strong doubts in our searching
mind to check if it could be true. In later years Shri Baba
cleared our doubts by several experiences.

That apart, Shirdi S4i Baba had decided to call us again
snd so it happened that in June 1976 -full 16 years after the
Ist visit=the call came. When it comes, it is irresistable.

1 was working as a senior officer in a Government
corporation, In the third week of June 1976, -my Managing
Director called me and told that | will have to work under a
person, who will be brought in from outside, because the Minister
wanted it to be done. | had built up my department from its
infancy and now it was flourishing. There was no reason to ask
me to work under a new person, (I bear no personal grudge
against him) whose experience in my line was quite limited. I
felt humibhiated in the new set up; but could I resign? Who will
risk a good and hard earned job at the age nearing retirement?
So I had to yield. From Ist July i.e, 10 days after, | was to
work under the new officer and take his orders. Hcence 1 was
extremely depressed. |

I had alwavs prayed to Shri Baba under such situations and
now due to this calamity, | prayed to Bhagwan Shri Baba and
told in our pooja room that | surrender to Him completely and
He may guide me correctly.

On 20th or 2Ist June, we, at home, were discussing the
calamity that had come over me. My wife and son casually
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mentioned that we could join a couple of holidays to the weekend
end go gut of Bombay for a change, A A friend ,of mine also
invited us to stay with him. From Nasik, Shridi is not far off,
We all bad a strong urge to go to Shirdi, Soon we were on
Qur way to the great abode of lord Shwa, whu had appeared in
buman form at Shirdi. His Samaahi beckoned us to come to Him,

At Shirdi many changes had taken place since our last visit,
New hulldmgs for the sadhakas, cemented compound, clean and
comfortable flowering plants and trees; but the Samadhi Mandir
and the Chawdi and other spots associated with the Shirdi awatar
were the same with the glory of the past.

We performed pooja, abhishek and Shri Satyanarayan Pooja
and thereatter | had a strong urge to sit alone by the side of the
Samadhi. There | prayed to Baba with all my heart and sincerity
that He should remove me from tha® position of humiliation in
my office by either a promotion or sending me anywhere else.
I prayed as never before in my life because my ego was badly
hurt, as after all [ am an ordinary sadhaka. | may read and
talk about fisfrg %7, but here | was selfish and wanted Shri

Baba 1o help me in my mundane career, 1 was 3gi4f and not

s fEwy,

. Has He, not said?  **My bones in, my tomb will give you
confidence. Not only Myself but My tomb would be speakmg.
moying ;,ud communicating wnh l'.lmse. who wnuld surrcnder
themselves wholeheaitedly to me.”” (Chapter 25, Sai Satcharita,
8th Edition, 1978). |

Now please read the miracle that .I'qll_éwed. I returned to
Bombay, and attened my office, Early morning, my Chairman
talked to me on the intercom and said that | should see him
immediately, I thought that I might have committed some mistake
and was expecting a firing, Wken | saw him he said, **You have
to go to Delhi today itself. Get an air ticket and pack up.” |
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was completely surpnsed and taken aback, He further told me
that I was going on a transfer to Delhi on promotion. He
would not give me time to talk over the situation even with my
wife and son, who could not leave Bombay. Next morning I
was on the flight to Delhi to report and take charge from the
General Manager there.

When [ collected all the information as to how this happened
so fast, I came to know that our Chairman and Mg. Director
had been to Delhi during the weekend, when the General Manager
told that he wanted to resign and that he should be relieved
before the month end, under any circumstances. They pleaded
with him to reconsider, But he flatly refused giving no reason,
My Managing Director had no other alternative but to eat his
words and send me to Delhi on promotion, although earlier he
wanted me to work in Bombay under a person, who was junior
to me in age and experience. - dStrange are the ways of destiny,
which is controlled by Shri Sai Baba, the Avatar of this age!

Everyone in our office was pleasantly surprised at the turn
of the events. 1 was no doubt happy and prayed to Shri Sai
Bhagwan in gralefulness, which | can wever forget in my life.
At Delhi, | was not only given a promotion, but also a car with
a chauflfeur, a huge flat in a Pruatigenus locality, and what not!

qnTid ¥ 9T FKIT & fRqr| so the people in north India say,
when God showers his blessings. At Delhi, 1 got an opportunity
to meet and work with the highest of Government officers
and Ministérs. How could 'this be puss:ble without Shri Sai
Baba's grace? ' 3

I have always related this experience to my friends, who
do not luve faith in Skri Sai, who is God, and | thought our Sai
bhaktas will be happy to read about this miracle. If not a
MIRACLE, what can | call it? Mirdad, the great philosopher
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bas written. *Nothing is a miracle to Holy Understanding,
wh ch is, O Monks, The only miracle,”

It was Shri Sai Bhagwan's grace on a humble devotee, who
has surrendered unconditionally and who prayed at the Samadhi
Mandir even at times fighting with Him, to grant the boon,
which He did. He may have left His body; but He is elernally
present there and everywhere. We have to only call on Him
and He has assured, *If you take one step towards me, | shall
take ten stcps towards you.”

The purpose of relating this experience at length is to
convince those, who are still in doubt, that if we pray with a
clean heart at the Samadhi Mandir, Shri Baba must give us the
boon 100%. There is no doubt about it, If anyone goes to Shirdi
and prays at the Samadhi Mandir, his sincere p:iayer will be
rewarded without doubt and immediately, *

S. P. Udyawer
A/4/1 Saraswat Colony, Santa Cruz (West) Bombay 400 054

oy

Gurupournima Festival at Sai Niketan

On 27th July 1980, the Gurupournima festivel was celebrated
at Sai Niketan Dadar, The office was opened at 8 a. m, and the
devotees started coming in from that time. Exactly at 12 noon
the Aarti was started and on conclusion of the Aarti, Prasad
and Udi were distributed to the devotees, who numbered about
two hundred. As it happened to be a Sunday, the devotees were
eoming for darshan according to their convenience, The flow
of devotees continued upto nearly 8 p.m. On a very moderate
esfimate we may say that over two thousand devotees visited
Sai Niketan on the Gurupournima day for taking darshan.



LORD GANESH

[On the 13th of this month,
Ganesh Chaturthi will be celebrated
all over India, Hence thefollowing
article, describing the greatness
of that God is published here

- Editor]

I prnitrate before the Lord,
who is first worshipped by all
Devas, Ganas, Gandharvas etc,
for removal of obstancles, Much
bas been said by many renowned
scholars, peerless saints, and great poets about the Lord and His
glories. It is not possible even for Ananta, the thousand headed
serpent, to describe his glories. According to Mudgala Puran,
the Lord is worshipped in 32 forms, It is seen from the Vinayak
Puranam that the Lord has been worshipped even by our greaf
trio viz. Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva, at times, for removal of
their obstacles. Moreover, on the day of Vidyarambha, when our
children start their educition, we first make then write Hari Shri
Ganpathayenamaha This has been a practice since time immemorial,
existing among Hindus, From the above, it is evident that even
though we have our own favourite deities, we first submit our
offerings to Lord Ganesh and seek his blessings.

In each Yuga, the form and nature of the Lord are said
to be changing.  In Kritayuga, the Lord incarnated as Vinayal
with ten hands, in Thretayuga as Mayureshan, in Dwaparayugi
as Gajanan and in Kaliyuga the Lord is said to have incarnated
a8 Dhumraketu, to confer his blessings on his devotees,

Every year Ganesh Chaturthi is celebrated on a very grand scale
throughout the length and breadth of the country. In Maharashtra
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this festival lasts at"least for a fortnight. On the da y of Chaturthi
an idel of Lord Ganesh, made of clay. can be seen 'in all hpunu,i_‘
adorned with beautiful garlands. After ‘the celébration is over
the idol.is fAKENIID the. nearby river or tank cerimoniously and
immer§ed i B water 'with sweets, money,  etc.

o.:{”d Ganesh, I l!ld hufure, is bestower of boonl. remover
of cles, and Ew ¢ of trie knowledge, Let us prly to Hm:l
to give Qs tride KnpWledge, and above all an abiding faith in Him, s

V. Sunder
10-A, Jatindag Road, Calcutta - 700 029

To The Editor,
Shri Sai Leela
Dear Sir,
I bave great pleasure to put forth my sentiments just after
going through *‘Shri Sai Leela’ of April, 1980, Since "then [ have

determined to be of some service to you in the noble cause, for
I took it as Baba's W.ll.

It has given me all the more pleasure to know that sixteen
more pages would be added to this magazine from Abril. 1980
and you des'red the Hindi knowing readers of this magazine 1o
contribute more articles to enable you to allot sixteen pages for
articles in Hindi.

Yours faithfully

Ranvir Dinesh
¢/o Dr. Jugal Kishore M D.
Kohna Mughalpura, Tambsku Walan, Moradabad. (U.P.)



Int:arﬁahoh of Power and’ Gdoclmll

We present to Yuu a ri;ht royal umbrella,
As part of paraphernalia: O’ Lord Sai Nath ....

Let it be used as it is used every Thuudly.
In the procession in Shirdi from Dwarkamai to Chavdi ....

A pair of hairy looking chamras,
A spotlessly clean looking glass..
To please You, for music,

We play on fiddle, beat drums
And blow bugles aloud.....

To add, we sing and dance

Lay prostrate like Chopdars

At Thy feet, applaud and sing

But for Your praises and favours on us

The blessings which you bestow upon us,....

All these are mentally offered to You,
Creativety of mind that comes from You.....
We recognise You as some superhuman being,
And as also the incarnation of Power and
Goodwill.. O, Lord Sai Nath

Bipin Kapilray Swadia

Datta Mandir Road, 307-B, Kamal Kunj,
Opp. Sangita Theatre, Third floor Malad (E),
Bombay 400064,
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In this month the Gurupournima festival was. held at Shirdi
from26-7-80t028.7-80. From the pasi cxpcrien'r.-e, the Court Receiver
is aware of the preliminary. preparations. required- to be done for
successful culmination of a festival, - Hence he arranged the
meetings of the Headcs of depariments in good time and assigned
the work of the festival to them. Therefore there was no chaos
anywhe'e inspite of the heavy ‘rush of 'the devotees for the
festival and also of the devotees, K going to the fair of Ashadhi
Ekadashi al Pandharpur. and of those, who- were returning home
after attending the fair at Pandharpur,

SATURDAY 26-7-80

This was the first day of the festival, The Samadhi Mandir
was opened as usual at 5 a, m. and the Kakad Aarti was sung
at 5.15 am. At 6 a.m, the Photo of Shri' Sai Baba and the Pothj
of Sai Saicharita (written in Marathi by Shri Annasaheb
Dabholkar) was taken in procession from the Samadhi Mandir
to Dwarkamai via Gurusthan, The Court Receiver, Shri Kakresaheb
started reading the Sai Satcharita- and after that the reading of
the Pothi (ra ayan) was continued by others

In the Samadhi Mandir the usual programmes were held at
the scheduled time. The holy bath, Abhishek and the noon
Aarti got over in the Samadhi Mandir as usual, In the afternoon
from 4.30 p.m. to 6.30 pm. Shri Gangadharbuwa Vyas, from
Pupe; performed Keertan. The evening Aarati was sung at the
uspal; time. From 7.30 to 900 p m. the famous radio Star Mrs.
Anuradha Poudwal gave a programme of her vocal music. Her
melodious voice kept the audience spell-bound. She was
accompanied on the Tabla by Shri Ravi Date and on the harmonium
by Shri Arun Poudwal.

At 9.15 p.m. the Palanquin (Palkhi) of Shri Baba was taken
out in procession and after covering the Shrdi Village, it came
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to the Samadhi Mandir at about 11,15 p.m. In the meantime the
famous singer, Shri Jaywant Kulkarni, gave a programme of his
vocal music in the Samadhi Mandir from 9.30 p.m. to 11,00 p. m,
‘During this time Miss Shreekala Hattangadi gave a programme
of dance, which was appreciated much by the audience. The
vocal music of Shri Jaywant Kulkarni was received well by the
audience. Alter the Palkhi returned, the Shejarati was sung at
11,15 p, m, and the Samadhi Mandir was closed for the day,

SUNDAY 27-7-80

This was the main day of the festival. As it happened to
be a Sunday the rush of devotees was very heavy, After the
Samadhi Mandir was opened as usual at 5 a. m. the Kakad Aarti
was sung at 5-15 a. m, The queue of the devotees was there at
Samadhi Mandir only from this time. At 6 a. m, the Poth: and
photo of Shri Sai Baba were brought back in procession from
Lwarkemai o the Samadhi Mandir, via Guiusihan, alter
conclusion of the Parayan 1n Dwarkamai. After this the holy
bath and Abhishek touk place in the Samadhi Mandir as usual,
Tle noon Aarti was sung at 12 noon and the prasad and tirth
were given to the devotees present for the Aarti.  In the afternoon
from 4.:0 p, m. to 6.3V p. m, Shri Gangadharbuwa Vyas, from
Pune, performed keertun. Because of the sweet and melodius
vuice, accompained by good knowledge of spiritual literature, the
keertans of Shii Vyas, on both the days, were quite enchanting.
Lhupatati was sung at 7 p, m, At 9.15 p. m. the procession of
the Chariot (rath) of Shri dai baba, illuminated with electric
lights, started from the Sanmiadhi mandir and went round the
Shirdi. Village. 71le piccession wus accompained by bhajan,
lazim, t1.e band wroupe of Sainath High School, the Kahata Band
Troupe, drums e¢tc, Ihe pruccssiun'r:turnud at about 12,15 a. m,
and the programmes of Bharud and Guiud were performed outside
the Samadhi Mandir by the employees of the Sansthan, the village
people and others., A special mention in this programme is
required to be made of Sarvashyi Raghunath Sandbhor, Vasant
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Pawar, Nagesh Divaker, Tukarambuwa. Pardeshi, Kisan Gondkar,
Eknath Kote and Ravi Joshi,

The Samadhi Mandir Was kept open for the whole night
for darshan, At 930 p.m. the various programmes of the
devotees started in the Samadhi Mandir and they continued for
the whole night. The programmes of the following persons were
appreciated much by the audience:-

Shahnai by Shri Vasantrao Devlankar from Pune, Kawali
recital by Mastar Abdul Kadar Nijami, Pune, vocal music by
Shri Shamsunder Bhedaji, Sangamner, Tabla Vadan by Shri
M. S. Upadhaya, Pune, Dholak ‘by Appa Samnat and Siiri Panchal
and the programmes performed by. Sarvashri, Daithankar, Jadhay,
Damuanna Dalvi, Rajabhau Deshpande, Jaywant Kulkarni, Lonkar
and Khladkar,

MONDAY 28-7-80

From 5.15 a. m. onwards, the programmes of Kakad Aarti,
holy bath and abhishek took place in the Samadhi Mandir as
usual, From 7.30 a.m, to 8.30 a, m, Rudrab hishek was done at
Gurusthan. From 10 30 a. m. to 12 noon, the Kala keertan was
performed by Shri G. V. Joshishastri, the Sansthan Singer, After
the Dahi-handi programme, the noon-aarti was sung and the
teerth and prasad were distributed to all who were present for
the aarti, From 7.30 p. m. to 10 p, m., the programme of vocal
music was given by Shri Bhalchandra Pendharkar of the Lalitkala-
darsha Dramatic Company. He was accompained on the Tabla
by Shai Shrikant Deshpande, on the violin by Shri Madliukar
Barve and on the harmonium’ by Vishwanath Kanhere, This
programme also was appreciated much by the audience and it
proved to be a crowning success of the festival. After the
Shejarati was sung at 10 p. m. this festival lasting for three days
game to a successful end. Vocal Music, Instrumental Music,
bhajan, keertan etc, During this month the following artists gave
their various programmes in the Samadhi Mandir:~
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“Keértan:- Shri G, V, Joshishastri, the Sansthan singer and
Shn Glngudharbuwa Naraharbuwa' Vyas, from. Pune; performed
Ktcrtnns ‘during the month. vuctl Music, instrumental music,
dnnce etc

l.x‘Shri Balkrishna Sharma, Gwalior 2. Sou. Sumitra Phadke
8. ’Shri’ Sai Baba Satsang Mandal, Surat, 4. Shri Namitasen
Gupta, ' Kalak, 5. Shri M. R. Balsubramanium, Madras, 6. Shri
Ramidds' More; Pamana 7. Shri Rambhau Hingale, Parage. 8. Shri
stirdi Sai Baba Society, Hyderabad, 9, Shri Bbajan Mandal.
Jjabalpur 10 Shri Kajv Anand, N::lo Kazdi. 1L sat  D.T,
Duyal, Satara. 12, Shri Sharaa D, Gothivarekar, Bombay. 13. Shei
Ramaband Swawmy, ~‘Hyderabad. 14, Sau. Sceta Laxmi, Pune
16 'Shri. Abaji Fanshikar, Bumbay. lo. Kum Vuayu Madras ll..
Shri: Madhavrao G. Daithdunkar, Fune, 18. Shii TuLa:am M,
Daithankar 19. >uri1 Asuok M. Daithankar, Pune, 0. ahn Lmkul
D. Rahurkar, Pune 2l. Sarn burc:ram V. dalaidekar, uumuaj.
22, Dr. “M. ‘K. Kirtkar,  Bombay 23. Suri Shyam Kaut, FuLcs
24, Shti Ashuk M., Daitbavkar, Pune. 45, dau. Aunuradha PUudwul.
Bombay, 20, Snii Atun Fouwal 7. dhrihay) Laie, bon. ba) .r.b bnn
Jiywanliao Kuihain LinLay 29 Numi. Shieehala hhuhn;qul, bgm.
30. Shri* Mallesn, Bouwbay 31, dhil Auvaul ranchul. bumhuy .12,
Sull-Arving Mhatie, bombay. 33, shii Mauquar hadam, Humbdy
‘54, Sl Y, P, Gavaukail, Bowbay, 93, Sau. dlicela, l‘..auamr bumbdjf
du.Shra, dudhakar N, huun:uf. /. duil ASUOK A. Mmq;ulha)s-
Lombay.  ob. DLt Mukubu Jog, bo..u.bu} .-5'. bbu bhmuu -I:f-
Cuicgdonhar, 4u, Slut Frabhiehal Munme. humbay. 41, -‘:ull
Natayan 'Qaudie, bombay. 42, Sk Vilas Mulntc. humbﬂy. 4&. bml
buktishiia  tapeic, bombay, 44, Shii viay l\amlgkur -1:. SPil
‘humiesh - Parkds, Bowbay. 406. 5Snri Subish Nanuosaar, Bumhﬂ:-
47 Shiy Knshua  KNasiulghar, -rns bhu Ashok bh:l}t. l?umhﬂ;g.\'-n

4y, Sk \rtﬂi\hll, h}umbad 50, Suri, , dshwar K-n,q,nalh.hpﬁ
humbny. 51. bhu Panhuwm I-'pjknr, \hpmba!..,izu. Shri, Amel

Lhil‘gc. Colaba 33, shri I\amum “F#“‘ Bhoir, Navghap, 54, pp{,l,,:_
Rl;ﬂ.h Cengaclel blois, 3. Shu- Mmmjkumnr Nugnh Dwant
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56, Mastar Abdul Kadar Nijama, Pune. 57. Shri Appa Samant,
Bombay. 58. Smt. Kalpana Vishwanath, Hyderabad 359. N. L.
Kalyani, Pune 60. Sbri Vaghchoure, Pune. 61. Shri M. S, Upadhay,
Pune. 62. Shri Shyamsunder Bheda,Sangamner 63. Jyotsna Gopalrao
Bhalerao, Kopargaon, 64. Shri Kisandas Dagdoo, Nagar, 65, Shri
Murlidbar Dagdoo Gaikwad, Nagar 66, Shri Shivram B. Bidve,
Sangamner 67. Shri Shashikant D, Nangare, Rahata 68. Shri
Nitin P. Kulkarni Rahata 69. Shri Shailesh Vasantrao Bhagwat
Thane. 70. Sau Savita Gijare, Shirdi 71 >hri Rama V. Bhagwat,
Thane 72. Shri Prasad Shreckant Bhat, Thane 73, Shri Bholanath
Samel, Bumbay 74. Shri Digambarrao Bhatode, Rahata., 75. Shri
Balasaheb Kulkarni, Savlivihir 76. Shri Rajkumar Ambadas,
Barshikar, Nagar. 77. Smt. >Shobhatai Rane, Bombay. 78. Shri
Dovanoba Tatya Wadekar, Shirdi, 79. Shri Damooanna Dalvi,
$hreecrampur 80. Shri Ashok Damooanna Dalvi Shreerampur
81. Shri Vasantrao L. Pawar, Jalgaon, 82, Shri Pundiik J. Wagh,
Yeola. 83, Shri Ishwar Pundlik Wagh Yeola. 84, Slii Sakhalam
Raghuji Gurav, Kopargaon. 85. Shri Unyanoba R, Vaidya, Shirui
80, shri Sadashivrao Jadbav, Sangli. 87, Shri Rajabhau Deshpande,
Pune. 88, Shri Naresh Mahurkar, Pune. 89, Sau. ramilaai
Paithankar, MNasik. 90. Smt Shakuntala M, Jushi, Nasik. 91. Shri
$hreepad 8. Sathe, Pune, 92, Shri Namdeo G, Shinde, Daund,
93. Shri Sunil Ratnaparkbi, Nasik, 94, Shri R, H. Lattha,
Shreerampur. 95. Shri Ajit Janardan Kulkarni, Pune. 96. Smt
Kaushabai C. Chopda, Shirdi. 97, Smt Leelavati Gujrathi, Shirdi
98. Shri Rajendra G. Jadhav, Pune. 99, Shri Ishwar Kashinath
Udage, Pune, 100. Shri Bhimrao Sabed, Nimgaon Khairi 101, Shri
Rajkumar T. Chavan, Pune, 102, Shri Vasantrao Deolankar.
103. Shri Padmakar D, Bidve, Pune. 104, Shri Mahadeorao Tupe,
Pune. 105. Sbri Dnyanoba J, Nagarkar, Pune, 106. Shri Prasad
8. Hude, Pune. 107. Shri Vasant D. Rasane, 108 Shri Raghunath
B. Sandbhor, Pune. 109. Shri Divekar, Pune. 110. Shri Vasanotrao
Pawar, Pune, 111 Shri Naga Sai Baba, Motur, A.P, 112. ShriNarayan
Joglekar, Ugar, 113. Shri D, D, Rasane 114, Shri Raghunath Nagare,
$hirdi 115, Shri Gangadhar Jadhav, Pune, 116. Shri Manober Lonkar,
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Pune.’« 117, Shri-'Ramchandra . Khaladkar, Pune, 118. Shri.
Sharadkumar Khaladkar, Pune, 119, Shri Shyam Khaladkar, .Pune. .
10. Shri Dnyaneshwar Nagarkar, Pune, 121. Shri Chandrakant
Lonkar, Pune, 122." Sh¥i 'Visant Kamtekar, Bombay. 123 Shri
Barkuseth Mandavkar, Bombdy, ' 124, Shri Shashikant Dalvi,’
I?;omtiay. 125. Shri Pradip Satardekar, Bombay: 126. Shri Vasant
Joshi, Bombay. 127." Shri Vilas Pavaskar, 'Bombay. 128. Shri
Satyavan Maladkar, Bombay. 129. ‘Shri’ Vilag ‘Mahadik, - Bombay.
130. Shri Bhai More, Bombay. 131; Shri Yashwant Naik, Bombay’
132, Shri Dattatraya Kadam, Bomnbay. 133. Shri Anunasaheb
Kadam, Bombay. 134, Shri Suresh Irlekar, Bombay, 135 Shri
Shashikant Raut, Bombay 136. Shri Ravindra Tavade, Bombay,
137, Shri Harishchandra Wadge, Bombay. 138. Shri Baban
Velankar, Bombay, 139, Shri Anil Engzineering Works, Shirdi,
140, Shri Shantaram R, Mirane 141 Shri Bhalchandra Yendharkar,
Bombay, 142, Shri Vishwanath Kanhere, Bombay. 143. Shri
Shreekant Deshpande, Bombay. 144. Shri Madhukar Barve, Bombay,
'145. Shri Prakash Vﬂld}ﬂ, Bombay. l-ln Smt. Vimal Gaikwad,
Bombay,

During the days of the festival, the arrangements for the
lunch of the devotees were made in Saipra.ad, the new
Bhojangriha under construction. Though the accommodation in
this new building is enough for about /00 to 100V people at a
time, still the devotees had-to wait in long queues, On all the
three days, the articles presented to Shri Baba, were éol_d_ to the
devotees by public auction, ~All devotees vied with each, other
in the aaction and pﬁrchased the articles at high prices.. Mandap
and arches were erected in the Sansthan area and the Samadhi
Mandir was illuminated by attractive electric lights. _ The Folice .
and Homeguards helped to maintain law and order during the
time of the festival. Sweet dishes were served to the devotees
on all the three days and po f:cdmg was done on mass scale.
The Sansthan premises werglhpt spotlessly clean and water
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supply was mairtained properly, On a moderate estimate, it
may be said that two lakh devofeés must have attended the festival.

Weather:= The weather at Shirdi was quite cool and free
from any sort of disease, Though occasional showers were
indicating the presence of rainy season, still the rain did not
disturb the processions or the vehicular traffic of the incoming
and out going devotees. Because of good rainfall, ample water
was supplied to the devotees who attended the festival.

Ko
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Sanctuary of the Heart

Emersson asks every one to make his heart a “Sanctuary.”
How? Let Love fill the heart, and let Love **Become more
impersonal everyday." We talk of *‘*Reforms’. There is not
true “Reform’™ without ‘“Regeneration.,”” Not debates, nol
controversies, but love will re-build communities and nations.
The power to build is the power of the Spirit,~atmashakti
Release it, if you will truly serve society. Emerson says.- “All
reform should let the soul have its way through us!*
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Regd. No MH/BYE/26

Sal Baba Medical Centre

( THE SHAMDASANI FOUNDATION )

FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL COMMUNITIES

Daily: 10 a. m. to 12 Noon
5pmto7 pm
Except Sundays and Bank Holidays.

Navjivan Housing Society, Block No. 3, Room 104-5

Lamington Road (Dr. Bhadkamkar Road), Bombay 400 007

I
UNDER MANAGEMENT OF |

Dr. SUBODH MEHTA MEDICAL RELIEF TRUST |
KHAR, BOMBAY 400 052

Suggestions Welcome To The Director

Phone! 54006 2
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