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Editorial...

It is only by the Divine Grace of God that one finds a Sadguru in his life-time and it
is only by His will that one gets an opportunity to serve Him. Not many amongst us are
fortunate enough to meet the Sadguru in person and to serve Him while He is in flesh
and blood. But, is it not equally true that a Sadguru, like Baba, transcends the bounds of
time and space and the frail, physical frame that He temporarily inhabits? The devotees’
experiences of Baba'’s timely help and guidance that pour into the pages of this magazine,
day after day, are eloquent testimony not only to His love and care of His devotees but also
to His continued Presence transcending the limits of the physical world. Surely, if spiritual
growth and fulfilment in life be possible, serving such a Sadguru must be one of the ways
of attaining it! It is, therefore, in this spirit of humble service to Baba that | have taken up
the editorship of this magazine that has been entrusted to me.

If | were to say that | shall do my best for this magazine, or that | shall spare no efforts
to bring it up, it would be presumptuous on my part. As Shri Dabholkar has rightly pointed
out in ‘Shri Sai Satcharita’, who | am to say that “I will do this” or “I will do that” (Chap. 2),
and assume so much importance for myself? After all, we are, but an instrument in the
process while He is the moving spirit behind it. It is thus Baba Himself who gets His work
done through us. All we can do is to place humbly at His service whatever powers He may
have gifted us with.

Guru-seva, or serving the Sadguru is not always so easy. It is at once a boon and a
trial. For, the Guru tries us in many ways to test our steadfastness, faith and patience. In
the parable of His own Guru (‘Shri Sai Satcharita’, Chap. 32), Baba has described the hard
tests that His Guru put Him to and has thus impressed upon us the importance of Faith and
Endurance (SHRADDHA and SABURI), the only form of Dakshina that the Guru expects
from us. It is in the face of hardships, in the moments of doubt and hesitation that these
two qualities are put to a sore test and it is only by praying to Baba for strength and help
that we can stand these tests.

The difficulties in the path of Guru-seva are many and some arise from within our own
selves. The greatest among our enemies is the ego which raises its ugly head, sometimes
even without our knowledge. Even the great sages of old, who were full of wisdom, found it
difficult to conquer the ego. Difficult it certainly is, but all the same, it is essential to conquer
it. Guru-seva, therefore, demands, first and foremost, a spirit of humility.

Here, once again, Baba has given us valuable instruction - this time through precept
and example, as He has at other times taught us through parables. The story of Baba’s
service to Jawhar Ali, narrated in Shri Sai Satcharita (Chap. 5), immediately comes to our
mind. Jawhar Ali, a fakir who was in no way comparable to Baba in his spiritual or temporal
powers, posed himself as His Guru and was served by Baba sincerely and in all humility.
Baba seemed to suggest that unless Guru-seva is infused with such humility, it can never
lead us onwards, on the path of spiritual progress. Moreover, it is worth remembering that
Baba did not say “I am God” (s« &*), but rather that “I am the servant of God” (a1¢ zF).
He was thus the very personification of humility. From His example and from His words of
wisdom we come to understand the true meaning of ‘Guru-seva’. We can only pray to Him
that He gives us the necessary understanding to imbibe the true spirit of humility so that we
may serve Him whole-heartedly.
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It is this desire to serve Baba in all sincerity and humility that brings us all, the Sai
devotees, together into a common brotherhood. We all share one faith and one goal and
owe allegiance to the one Godhead. We are inspired by the one common desire to convey
Baba’s message, the impact of His Presence, of His life and teachings far and wide. And,
this is what ‘Shri Sai Leela’ primarily sets out to do. It is true that this magazine is the
official organ of the Shree Sai Baba Sansthan, Shirdi and, therefore, the various schemes,
projects and other activities of the Sansthan reach the public through its medium. But, it is
also the vehicle for the devotees’ personal experiences which are nearest and dearest to
their hearts. Such experiences which find a spontaneous expression in their articles, letters,
poems etc. also carry the power to convince those who read them. One tends to dwell
thoughtfully, and for long on Baba’s teachings and tenets, and various aspects of His life,
as they are put before us from different points of view by devotees who have studied them
carefully and published the studies in the pages of ‘Shri Sai Leela’. But, the magazine also
envisages a widening of its scope to include articles on other Saints, - thereby stressing
the universal brotherhood of all Saints which Baba Himself emphasised from time to time,
- and on other thought-provoking topics which can help us to understand Baba better and
carry His message to an everwidening circle of readers. May Baba bless our efforts.

- Shri Sai Leela, Volume 64, No. 5, August 1985

Flag hoisting on January 26, Republic
Day, on behalf of the Shree Saibaba Sansthan
Trust, Shirdi, was done by Shri Goraksha
Gadilkar, Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan, on the Sansthan’s new Educational
Complex ground.

Shri.  Mahendra Dhavale, Deputy
Director, Directorate of Silk, Nagpur, Smt.
Pradnya Mahandule, Administrative Officer
of the Sansthan, Shri Vishwanath Bajaj, I/c.
- Administrative Officer, Shri Bhikan Dabhade,

= Executive Engineer, Smt. Mangala Varade,
Chief Accounts Officer, Shri Rohidas Mali,
Security Officer, Head of all departments,

i oft wrdeTen weam Ryvasasaaeen, gt JRI SAIBABA SANSTHAN TRUST, SHIRDI i
p ot ardaran Rarfore wpe 1RI SAIBABA EDUCATIONAL COMPLEX em p|0yeeS, teaChmg staff, Stuqent_s and
ot airgarren $foerer Rrftsrm gser § 1 SAIBABA ENGLISH MEDIUM SCHOOL parents were present on the occasion in large

numbers.
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700 Grams Tumour Removed
from the Vertebra of the Neck !

The surgery to remove a 700 grams
tumour from the vertebra of the neck was
successfully accomplished at the Shree
Sai Baba Sansthan-run Shree Sai Baba
Hospital, Shirdi. This success having been
obtained from the tireless efforts of Dr.
Mukund Choudhary, Neuro-surgeon and Dr.
Santosh Survase, Anaesthetist, the patient
IS now stable.

The detailed news about this is that,
a small tumour had developed 8 years ago
behind the neck of Deepak Kale, a 17 years
old youth, a resident of Pune city. With no
other difficulty and the family’s economic
condition being grave, they did not do any
treatment for that. In 4 years the tumour
took an ugly shape. A big lump became
visible on the left side of the neck. Later,
the strength in the patient’s limbs reducing
gradually, the patient became bed-ridden
for a year. After that only the family took
the decision for treatment. In the last 8
years, this tumour that ordinarily was that
of the size of an amla (Indian gooseberry)
now became visible as the size of a melon.
Seeing such a big and complicated tumour,
many other hospitals declined for surgery.
Where treatment was possible, the cost in
these big hospitals was unaffordable. In this
helpless condition, the family learnt about
Shree Sai Baba Hospital, Shirdi and Dr.
Mukund Choudhary there, from somewhere.
Accordingly, the patient was brought to

show Dr. Mukund Choudhary in the Shre
Sai Baba Hospital's OPD. The diagnosis
revealed that the big tumour in the vertebra
of the neck was pressing on the spinal cord,
reducing the strength in the patient’s limbs.
A big tumour being visible in the MIR, it had
spread in the neck a great deal. There was
the threat of losing the remaining strength in
the limbs while removing the tumour. There
was also the fear of the patient going on a
ventilator. While discussing with Dr. Santosh
Survase, an experienced Anaesthetist, he
accepted the responsibility of administering
anaesthesia to the patient. Though the
respiratory pipe had shifted much due to the
tumour in the neck, Dr. Santosh Survase
adequately performed this responsibility



on July 3, 2024 and took the patient on a
ventilator. Dr. Mukund Choudhary did the
surgery in two phases. Firstly, he slowly
separated the tumour from the back side
in the neck from the spinal cord. After that
the balance tumour was removed from the
neck. Both the tumours together collectively
weighed 700 grams. The patient being
safely well after the surgery, Dr. Mukund
Choudhary expressed confidence that he
would gradually start walking with proper
physiotherapy.

Shri  Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Shri
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Tukaram Hulawale, the then Deputy Chief
Executive Officer and Dr. Pritam Vadgave,
Medical Director, congratulated Dr. Mukund
Choudhary, Dr. Santosh Survase and their
Neuro OT team for accomplishing this
difficult and highly complicated surgery.

All the treatment and surgery were
done free of cost under the Mahatma
Jyotirao Phule scheme of the Government
of Maharashtra. Hence, the family of
the patient expressed gratitude to the
Sansthan’s Shree Sai Baba Hospital and all
those involved in the surgery and treatment.

Q00
Junior and Senior College Shifted
tothe SansthanBuiltEducational Complex...

Shri  Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief
Executive Officer of the Shree Saibaba

Sansthan Trust, Shirdi informed that the
inaugural programme of the shifting of the
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Shree Sai Baba Junlor College and the

Shree Sai Baba Senior College, to the new
educational complex built by the Shree
Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi was held.

This inaugural programme held on
Thursday, July 4, 2024, at 10 a.m. was
inaugurated by Shri Sudhakar Yarlagadda,
the then Chairman of the Sansthan’s Ad-
hoc Committee and Principal District &
Sessions Judge, inthe main presence of Shri
Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive Officer
of the Sansthan. Shri Tukaram Hulawale,
the then Deputy Chief Executive Officer of
the Sansthan, Smt. Pradnya Mahandule,
Administrative Officer, Shri Vishwanath

Bajaj, I/c. Admlnlstratlve Officer, Shrl Bhlkan
Dabhade, Executive Engineer, I/c. Deputy
Executive Engineers, Shri Dinkar Desali,
Shri Sanjay Jori, Principals, Shri Santosh
Autade, Shri Gangadhar Varghude, Shri Asif
Tamboli, Shri Rohidas Mali, Security Officer,
as also the Sansthan employees, teachers,
students and parents were present on this
occasion.

Poor students of Shirdi and in the
region are provided education at minimum
cost by the Shree Saibaba Sansthan
Trust, Shirdi. The bhoomipoojan of the
new educational complex built to provide
high class education to these students on

@



a 13.5 acres land bearing survey no. 183
in the Nimgaon-Korhale jurisdiction was
performed by Shri Narendraji Modi, Prime
Minister of Bharat in the Shree Sai Baba
Samadhi centenary year on October 19,
2018. Having incurred an expenditure of
Rs. 267 crores, this (complex) has English
medium school, junior and senior colleges,
as also an independent arrangement for
Kanya Vidya Mandir. Every building has
digital classrooms, well-equippedlaboratory,
art gallery, library and dining hall facilities.
Along with these, a 1050 seats capacity
auditorium, gymnasium, badminton court,
separate facilities for games like carrom,
table tennis have been provided. Similarly,
a swimming pool and grounds for other
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games have also been prepared.

Shri Avinash Barate, representative
of Shri D.O. Nikam, Architect of the
complex, Shri Dnyaneshwar Dome of
Nyati Construction, Shri Gaurav Nagavkar
of Shandar Interior Pvt. Ltd., Shri Avinash
Kudale of Shree Group of Industries and
Shri Ganesh Korate, Junior Engineer of the
Sansthan were felicitated at the inaugural
function by the dignitaries. Shri Dinkar
Desai, l/c. Deputy Executive Engineer of
the Sansthan delivered the introductory
address, Shri Gangadhar Varghude,
Principal, proposed the vote of thanks
and Prof. Dr. Sonali Hardas anchored the
programme.

Q00

L 4

o s e e B e W oreT & o a3 el A ad an e

B arefl wreATy, qu 3 AN SARfE % TE W AR H YW T W @S ol §T$ Werdl sl 6Tg
Ty Ty @2 T Y ol e ugufd 1 WRN TR TRIT| 39 SUsH T URW ¢ SHel, 2034 I
TTEATg A o T TR TRIT| 3TehT YW T #ATEl} (SR Jew) o Famedt | word it oy wieh
3R St g7 T57h 39 |18 W Ui ol THeT| 39§18 Wardi o1 g1 |18 Wadi Higd Ge™ o J&d
FHRIHH AT oft TReT MEieTeRt & g1l Tehr foham |

@



Shrl Rohidas Mali were present on thls occasion. After thls Shri Gautam Adani was
felicitated on behalf of the Sansthan by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive
Officer. The then Member of Parliament Shri Sujay Vikhe Patil, the then Deputy
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan Shri Tukaram Hulawale, I/c. Public Relation
Officer Shri Tushar Shelke, Temple Chief Shri Vishnu Thorat and Security Officer
Shri Rohidas Mali were present on this occasion.

o B )

Shl’l Prataprao Jadhav ‘(}entral @? 'tate Ayush clndependentCharge)
Health and Family Welfare, Goyvernmentlofiindia;, avalled thejdarsha Sai
Baba's Samadhi. After the darshan, he was felicitated on behalf of the Sansthan by
Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive Officer. Shri Tukaram Hulawale, the then
Deputy Chief Executive Officer was present on this occasion.
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Shri C.P. Radhakrishnan, Governor of Maharashtra, availed the darshan of Shree Sai
Baba’s Samadhi. Shri Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil, the then Revenue, Animal Husbandry
and Dairy Development Minister of Maharashtra state and Guardian Minister of
Ahilyanagar district, Shri Siddharam Salimath, Member of the Ad-hoc Committee of
the Sansthan and Collector of Ahilyanagar district, Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan and Shri Tukaram Hulawale, the then Deputy Chief
Executive Officer were present on this occasion. After Shri C.P. Radhakrishnan,
Governor of Maharashtra, availed the darshan of Shree Sai Baba’s Samadhi, he was
felicitated on behalf of the Sansthan by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan and Shri Siddharam Salimath, Member of the Ad-hoc
Committee of the Sansthan and Collector of Ahilyanagar district. Shri Radhakrishna
Vikhe Patil, the then Revenue, Animal Husbandry and Dairy Development Minister of
Maharashtra State and Guardian Minister of Ahilyanagar district and Shri Tukaram
Hulawale, the then Deputy Chief Executive Officer were present on this occasion.

Q00

A Sadguru has no desires of his own always; therefore, what can a disciple do
to fulfil his wishes? It is he who serves his disciples and makes them desireless.
He will accept even a leaf or a flower, if offered with devotion; but, the same
when offered with pride, he will not care to even look at it. The Oceans of Truth,
Knowledge and Bliss do not care for outward form; but when something is
offered with faith he accepts with genuine pleasure.
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United Klngdom avalled the darshan of Shree Sal Babas Samadhi on September
23, 2024. They were felicitated on behalf of the Sansthan by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar,
Chief Executive Officer on this occasion.
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Examination, held in August 2024,
conducted by the Skill Development Ministry
and Director General of Entrepreneurship,
New Delhi (DGT) were felicitated with a
commendation trophy and NCVT Certificate
atthe Initiation ceremony on October 5, 2024
by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan.The first, second
and third trainee rankers in the various 11
vocations and the top first trainee rankers
Trainees of the Shree Saibaba in the Sansthan were honoured on this
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi-run Shree Sai Baba  occasion.
Industrial Training Institute who passed Guiding the trainees on this occasion,
out successfully in the All India Vocational
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Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Guest and
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan,
stated that ‘since all students hail from
generally ordinary families, they should
avail the golden opportunity of the training
being given by the Industrial Training
Institute. Also, never allow economic
conditions to come in the way of your
education. The highest peak of progress
can be achieved by overcoming that with
strong will. Purchase of new machinery
and tools & equipment is underway by the
Sansthan to enable trainees to get updated
training. Soon, facilities of free online and
offline training in German and Japanese
languages to the Sansthan’s trainees will
be provided in the Sansthan itself without
having to go to cities like Mumbai, Pune,
Nasik. Efforts will be made to see how every
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Sansthan’s Junior K.G. to 10" English
and Marathi medium commenced in the
Sansthan’s new educational complex. Shri
Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive Officer
of the Sansthan, greeted the students with
a rose flower on this occasion. Shri Tamboli
Sir, Principal of the Secondary section of the
English medium school, Smt. Pujari Madam,

the said programme.
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trainee in the Sansthan can go to countries
like Germany and Japan for employment.’
Trainees in ITI can complete their training
by availing the ongoing “Earn and Learn”
scheme in the Sansthan, for this the Shree
Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi will always
back them, he asserted.

The programme commenced with
the lighting of the traditional lamp and the
worship of Shree Sai Baba by the Chief
Guest. Shri V.B. Patil introduced the Chief
Guest and anchored the programme.
Shri Vishwanath Bajaj, I/c. Administrative
Officer of the Educational Complex, Shri
Abhaykumar Dunakhe, Principal of the
Institute, Shri Dada Jambhulkar, Group
Instructor, all instructors, trainees, as also

parents were present in large numbers on
- 000
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Headmistress of the Primary section, Shri
Varghude Sir, Principal of Kanya Vidya
Mandir and Junior College, Shri Autade
Sir, Principal of Senior College, Shri Atul
Wagh, Head of the Transport department,
Shri Ganesh Korate, Junior Engineer of the
Building department, all teaching and non-
teaching staff were present on this occasion.

Q00O
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Free Artificial Legs (Jaipur Foot)
camp and distribution of Equipment for
Needy Divyangs were organized jointly
by Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi,
Rural Electrification Corporation Limited
and Shree Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang
Sahayata Samiti (Mumbai), Jaipur from
September 26, 2024, to September 30,
2024, at Shree Sainath Hospital (200
rooms). 964 Divyangs were registered
during the camp period at this camp.

Distributing 100 3-wheeler cycles, 100
wheel chairs, 200 walkers, 150 sticks, 150
crutches and 300 Jaipur Foot legs to the
Divyangs at the hands of Padmabhushan
awardee, founder of Shree Bhagwan
Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti
(Mumbai), Jaipur, Shri D.R. Mehta and
presided by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan, it was
concluded with gratitude. The joy in the
faces of the Divyangs after obtaining the
equipment was incomparable.

Shri  Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief

o & wmaiian
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Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Shri
Tukaram Hulawale, the then Deputy Chief
Executive Officer and Shri D.R. Mehta,
Chief Guest, Founder of Shree Bhagwan
Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti
(Mumbai), Jaipur putting protocol aside
mingled with the Divyangs and charioted
them by moving them from behind the
cycles.

The campanddistribution of equipment
were inaugurated by the Divyangs with
worship of the Idol and lighting of the lamp.

Various dignitaries expressed their
thoughts on this occasion. In this, Shri
D.R. Mehta stated that they considered the
opportunity to work for the Jaipur Foot camp
in Shirdi as a blessing of Shree Sai Baba.
Shri Goraksha Gadilkar thanked the Shree
Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata
Samiti (Mumbai), Jaipur, on behalf of the
Sansthan. 60 employees of the Hospital
who worked day and night for the successful
conduct of the camp were felicitated by the
dignitaries.
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Dr. Pritam Vadgave, Deputy Medical
Director, Dr. Maithili Pitambare, I/c. Medical
Superintendent, Smt. Najma Sayyad,
I/c. Matron, I/c. Public Relation Officer of
the Sansthan Shri Tushar Shelke, Public
Relation Officer of Shree Sai Baba Hospital
Shri Suresh Tolmare along with hospital
staff and Divyangs in large numbers from
all over Maharashtra were present on this
occasion.

—— Dr. Maithili Pitambare gave the
introductory address, popular presenter
Shri Prasanna Dhumal anchored the
programme and Shri Suresh Tolmare, l/c.
Public Relation Officer proposed the vote of
thanks.

Shri  Narayanji Vyas of Shree
Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata
Samiti  (Mumbai), Jaipur, Shri Bhikan
Dabhade, Sansthan’s Executive Engineer,
Lt. Col. Dr. Shailesh Oak, Medical Director,

Q00O

If the ocean of Sai stories is churned, then the narration of Sai’s stories will be
sweet and newer nuances will always surface. The downfall of the listeners will
be averted... When the river embraces the sea it forgets its identity. Similarly,
when a devotee surrenders, Sai ensures that the devotee no longer has a feeling
of duality or separateness.
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“Donate Blood ! Avail Free VIP Darshan !!”
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“Serving patients is truly serving God”
from this very teaching only the Shree Sai
Baba Sansthan started the Shree Sainath
Hospital and Shree Sai Baba Super
Speciality Hospital. Both these hospitals
provide health services unceasingly.
Several patients with terminal ailments are
treated here. The need for blood on a large
scale is felt at such times of surgery, while
treating patients. Therefore the Sansthan
has taken aremedial measure on this. Under
this scheme, after Sai devotees coming for
darshan to Shirdi donate blood at the Blood
Collection Centre started by the Sansthan,
they will get a free VIP darshan pass. Blood
donation is continuously on at the Shree
Sainath Blood Bank and the entry gate no.
8 darshan line.

Now, one more blood -collection
centre has been inaugurated on September
5, 2024, by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan, at Shree
Sai Ashram Bhakt Niwas (1000 rooms).
Blood donors donating blood at all these

three centres will get free VIP darshan of
Shree Sai Baba. Shri Goraksha Gadilkar,
Executive Officer of the Sansthan, has
appealed, “Donate blood and avail free
VIP darshan of Shree Sai Baba”. 50 Sai
devotee donors donated blood on the
inaugural occasion with the initiative of
Shri Vijayrao Wani, Superintendent of Sai
Ashram Bhakt Niwas department. All these
donors were felicitated with a certificate and
floral bouquet by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar,
Executive Officer of the Sansthan.

Lt. Col. Dr. Shailesh Oak, Medical
Director, Dr. Pritam Vadgave, l/c. Deputy
Medical Director, Dr. Maithili Pitambare,
Medical Superintendent, Dr. Supriya Sumb,
Blood Collection Officer, Shri Vijayrao Wani,
Superintendent of Sai Ashram Bhakt Niwas
department, Shri Suresh Tolmare, Public
Relation Officer of Shree Sai Baba Hospital,
Smt. Najma Sayyad, I/c. Matron of Shree
Sainath Hospital, Dr. Ashok Gavitre along
with the hospital staff were present on the
occasion of this programme. 000

)



The Abhlshek worshlp and Aarti of Shree Dattatreya on the Idol and Paduka (holy
feet) of Shree Datta at the Shree Datta temple in Lendibaug was performed by Shri
Balasaheb Kolekar, l/c. Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan and his wife Sou.
Varsha Kolekar, on the occasion of Shree Datta Jayanti. Shri Sandeepkumar Bhosale,
l/c. Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan, temple priests, Shirdi villagers
and Sal devotees were present on thls occaS|on

Ratnaparkhe Beed Was held in the Shree Sai Baba Samadhl Mandir on the occasion
of Datta Jayanti. After that, the birthday festival of Shree Datta was celebrated in
the presence of Shri Balasaheb Kolekar, l/c. Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan
and his wife Sou. Varsha Kolekar, Shri Sandeepkumar Bhosale, l/c. Deputy Chief
Executive Officer, Shri Rajendra Pawar, Temple Supervisor, temple priests, Shirdi
villagers and Sai devotees.
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