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< Baba said “These feet are ancient...!”
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qut WEHT 39 ATeR | hatel waet grones ||

Baba said “These feet are ancient. Your worries are over now.
Have full faith in me. You will be fulfilled soon.”
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At first Sai
Baba never allowed
anybody to perform
even His Pooja
(worship). The
first Pooja was
allowedtobe doneby
Mhalsapati.  Then
after sometime
Sitaram Dengle
of Nimgaon came
to perform Pooja,
but although Sai Baba got angry, he was
allowed to finish it. Later on the younger
son, Mahadev alias Bapu, of Nanasaheb
Chandorkar was complacently allowed to

DEVOTEES' EXPERIENCES
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‘I was taken as a little boy to Sai Baba
by my father. Mhalsapati worshipped Baba
applying gandha i.e. sandal paste to Feet,
head etc. None applied sandal to Baba’s
forehead. | was the first, who, as a child of
4, innocently applied it to His forehead just
as we apply it to all the Gods we worship.
After that time, others were allowed to do

SO.

- Bapurao Nanasaheb Chandorkar,
S/o Nanasaheb Chandorkar

“I' went and resided at Shirdi for
sometime. Baba’s Arati and Pooja on
ordinary days were started, but for some
time there was no celebration of Guru

July-August 2026

perform Pooja and later on all were allowed
to do it; but at that time Sai Baba would
not allow anybody to perform Arati. After
sometime, the privilege of first performing
the Arati was reserved for the late Laxman
Krishnaji alias Tatysaheb Noolkar. He was a
sub-judge at Pandharpur, and as he wasill,
he had taken leave and come to Shirdi; but
his innermost desire was to retire from the
service and spend the rest of his life at the
Feet of Shree, and that was what happened,
Noolkar being very devoutly attached to Sai
Baba.

SHIR] SATRARA OF SHIRDI
(A @lnpss eif Inclen Spifivelly)

Paurnima by special worship of Baba on
that day. Baba Himself sent for my father-
in-law and said, ‘Do you know that this
is Guru Paurnima? Bring your worship
material and do your Guru Pooja.” Then
we had Guru Pooja on that day and this
practice of celebrating Guru Paurnima by
all the devotees worshipping Baba then
begun, has continued up to date.”

- Rao Bahadur Hari Vinayak Sathe

“My husband died of plague at Pune,
and there was no help for me. My mother
arrived in time to see him alive. | had just
then conceived. When | was in advanced
pregnancy with serious difficulty at Jamner,
was the Gosavi incident and Baba’'s Udi.
But, | knew nothing of it then, in my pain.
When we were at Pandharpur, my brother
Bapurao, as a little child of 4, went daily in the
morning, placed a flower on Sai Baba’s
head and worshipped Him. That was the
beginning of the regular worship of Baba, as
others were not pemitted till then to do what
Bapu did. Before that there was no regular
system of daily worship of Baba.”

- Mainatai
D/o Nanasaheb Chandorkar
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The annual Shree Guru Paurnima
festival was celebrated this year from
Tuesday, July 28, 2026 to Thursday, July 30,
2026 by the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust,
Shirdi.

The Guru-shishya tradition is very
ancient. Ashadhi Paurnima is celebrated
as Guru Paurnima to express gratitude
towards our Guru. This Guru Paurnima
(full moon) is also recognised as Vyas
Pooja. Guru Paurnima has been celebrated
in  Shirdi since the incarnation-period
of Shree Sai Baba. So, this day has an
extra-ordinary significance for Sai devotees.

ity
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Several devout-devotees who have faith in
Shree Sai Baba, coming to Shirdi every year
on Guru Paurnima to avail the darshan of the
Samadhi, and padayatris (pilgrims on foot)
with hundreds of palkhis (palanquins) from all
over Maharashtra and other states attend the
festival. This year’'s Shree Guru Paurnima
festival was celebrated in an auspicious
atmosphere in the presence of lakhs of
devout-devotees. Shirdi resounded with the
chanting of Sai’'s hame by Sai devotees in
palanquin processions from various parts of
the country.

In order to facilitate the convenient
accommodation and darshan of the devotees
who came from the nook and corner of the
country for the Shree Guru Paurnima festival,
monsoon pavilions were erected by the
Sansthan in the temple area, as also in all
accomodation locations. Additional buses
were arranged to go to and from the temple
and accommodation places and Shree Sai
Prasadalaya. First aid centers were started
at Dixit Wada in front of the Gurusthan, new
darshan line, Shanti Nivas Bldg. darshan

-
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line, Shree Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir
Shatabdi Mandap beside the Maruti Mandir,
Shree Sai Ashram (1000 rooms) and Shree
Sai Prasadalaya. Ambulances were also
deployed at these places for emergency
medical services. Along with this, after the

v
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palkhis reached Shirdi, the foot-pilgrims

were accommodated at Sai Dharmashala at
a nominal rate. Ladoo selling centers were
set up, to make ladoo-prasad packets easily
available to the devotees at various places
during the festival.
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Security personnel, police officers and
employees, Rapid Action Force squad, bomb
detection squad of the Sansthan’s security
department were deployed to maintain proper
security in the temple premises and Shirdi
premises. Along with this, Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi, Police Administration
and Shirdi Nagar Panchayat’s joint anti-
encroachment and agent-preventive squads
were also kept in readiness.

On the first day of the festival, Tuesday,
July 28, 2026, at 5.15 a.m., Shree Sai Baba’s
Kakad Aarti took place. After that, a grand
procession of the Image of Shree Sai Baba,
Shree Sai Sat Charita Pothi (holy book) and
the Veena was taken out from the Samadhi
Mandir to Dwarkamai via Gurusthan, with
the sounding of cymbal, mrudang and other
musical instruments. In this procession, the
Sansthan’s Chief Executive Officer Shri
Goraksha Gadilkar, carrying the holy book,
Deputy Chief Executive Officer ShriBheemraj
Darade, carrying the Veena and l/c. Deputy
Executive Engineer Shri Sanjay Jori and I/c.

e

Head of the CCTV dept. Shri Rahul Galande
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carrying the Image of Shree Sai Baba
participated. The Sansthan’s Administrative
Officer Shri Sandeepkumar Bhosale, Shri
Vishnu Thorat, Head of the Temple dept.,
Shri Deepak Lokhande, I/c. Public Relations
Officer, temple priests, Shirdi villagers and
Sai devotees were present in large numbers
on the occasion. After the procession arrived
at Dwarkamai, the non-stop reading of the
holy book, Shree Sai Sat Charita commenced
with Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan, reading the first
chapter, Shri Bheemraj Darade, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer, the second chapter, Smt.
Mangala Varade, Chief Accounts Officer, the
third chapter, Shri Sandeepkumar Bhosale,
Administrative Officer, the fourth chapter and
Prof. Abhaykumar Dunakhe, the fifth chapter.

ShriGoraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan with his wife Sou.
Vandana Gadilkar, performed the Padya
Pooja (Worship of the Holy Feet) of Shree
Sai Baba.

At 12.30 p.m., Shree Sai Baba’'s Mid-
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day Aarti was done. From 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.,
Shri Rajesh Arora (Barabanki)'s ‘Sai Bhajan’
programme was held. From 4 p.m. to 6
p.m., Hari Bhakta Parayan, Smt. Vedashree
Vaibhav Oak (Dombivli East, Tal. Kalyan,
Dist. Thane, Maharashtra State)'s Kkirtan
programme was held on the stage of Shree
Sai Baba Samadhi Shatabdi (Centenary)
Mandap beside the Hanuman temple. Dhoop
Aarti of Shree Sai Baba was held at 7 p.m.
From 7.30 p.m. t0 9.30 p.m., Saxena Brothers
(Delhi)’'s ‘Sai Bhajan’ programme was held.

At 9.15 p.m., the procession of Shree

"ji} i
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Sai Baba’'s Palkhi was taken out through
the village. After the return of the Palkhi
procession, at 10 p.m., Shree Sai Baba'’s Shej
Aarti was performed. Dwarkamai was kept
open for the Akhand Parayan (continuous
reading).

On the main day of the festival,
Wednesday, July 29, 2026, at 5.15 a.m.,
Shree Sai Baba's Kakad Aarti took place.
After that, at 5.45 a.m., the non-stop reading
of the holy book, Shree Sai Sat Charita
concluded. After that, a grand procession
of the sacred book, Shree Sai Sat Charita
was taken out. In this procession, Shri
Shivaji Kachare, Chairman of the Sansthan’s
Ad-hoc Committee and Principal District
and Sessions Judge with the Vina, Shri
Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive Officer
of the Sansthan with the holy book and Shri
Bheemraj Darade, Deputy Chief Executive
Officer and Shri Kunal Abhale, Purchase
Manager with the Image of Shree Sai Baba
participated. Shri Sandeepkumar Bhosale,
Administrative Officer, Shri Vishnu Thorat,
Head of the Temple dept., Shri Rohidas Mali,
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Security Officer, Shri Deepak Lokhande, I/c.
Public Relations Officer, temple priests, Shirdi
villagers and Sai devotees were present in
large numbers on this occasion.

At 6.20 a.m., the holy bath of Shree Sai
Baba was done. On the occasion of Shri Guru
Paurnima festival at 7 a.m., the Padya Pooja
of Shree Sai Baba was performed by Shri
Shivaji Kachare, Chairman of the Sansthan’s
Ad-hoc Committee and Principal District and
Sessions Judge and his wife Sou. Padmini
Kachare. At 8 a.m., worship of the Shatabdi
Flag in Lendi Baug was done.

At 12.30 p.m., Mid-day Aarti of Shree
Sai Baba was done. From 1 p.m. to 3
p.m., Singer, Musician and Music Director
Dr. Monika Sai (Lucknow)’'s ‘Sai Bhajan’
programme was performed.

From 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., Hari Bhakta
Parayan, Smt. Vedashree Vaibhav Oak’s
kirtan programme was held. Dhoop Aarti of
Shree Sai Baba was done at 7 p.m.

From 7.30 p.m.to 10 p.m., a programme
of ‘Sai Bhajan Sandhya’ by the famous
Singer, Musician Shri Shailendra Bharati
(Mumbai) was held on the stage of Shree
Sai Baba Samadhi Shatabdi (Centenary)

)
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Mandap beside the Hanuman temple. A
grand procession of Shree’s Chariot was
taken out through the village at 9.15 p.m.
From 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. the next day, there
was a performance of the artists on the
stage in front of the Samadhi Mandir. Being
the main day of the festival, the Samadhi
Mandir of Shree Sai Baba was kept open for
the darshan throughout the night. Lakhs of
devotees availed the benefit of this.

On the concluding day of the festival,
Thursday, July 30, 2026 at 6 a.m., the holy
bath of Shree Sai Baba was done. At 6.50
p.m., Shri Bheemraj Darade, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan and
his wife Sou. Vaishali Darade performed
the Padya Pooja of Shree Sai Baba in the
Samadhi Mandir. Shri Goraksha Gadilkar,
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Shri
Vishnu Thorat, Head of the Temple dept.




were present on this occasion. After that,
the Rudrabhishek was performed by Shri
Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive Officer
of the Sansthan and his wife Sou. Vandana
Gadilkar at the Gurusthan at 7 a.m. Shri
Bheemraj Darade, Deputy Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan, Shri Vishnu Thorat,
Head of the Temple dept. were present on
this occasion.

From 10 a.m. to 12 noon, Hari Bhakta
Parayan, Smt

.

performed the kala keertan programme.

Vedashree Vaibhav Oak
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After the kirtan, the Dahi-handi (pot of
curd) was broken by Shri Hruturaj Nilesh
Kote, a descendant family member of the
contemporary devotee of Shree Sai Baba,
Shri Tatya Patil Kote. Shri Goraksha Gadilkar,
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Shri
Vishnu Thorat, Head of the Temple dept.,
Shri Deepak Lokhande, I/c. Public Relations
Officer, temple priests, Shirdi villagers and
Sai devotees were present in large numbers
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on this occasion.
At 12.10 p.m., Mid-day Aarti of Shree
Sai Baba was done. From 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.,
Shri Neeraj Sharma (T Series, New Delhi)’s
‘Sai Bhajan’ programme was held. From 4
p.m. to 6 p.m., a programme of ‘Sain kee
Leela’ by Shri Raj Acharya (Kolkata) was
held. Dhoop Aarti was done at 7 p.m.

From 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m., Shri Vijay
Sakharkar (Borivli East, Mumbai)’'s ‘Saisvar
Nrutyotsav’ programme was held. At 9.15
p.m., Thursday'’s regular procession of Shree
Sai Baba’'s Palkhi was taken out. The Shej
Aarti of Shree Sai Baba was done at 10 p.m.

—
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Like every year, with the exception of
the corona period, the padayatri devout of
Shree Sai Baba Palkhi Sohla Samiti who had
come from Pune, attended the festival. On the
occasion of the festival, the attractive floral
decoration of the temple and its surroundings
from the donation by Shri S. Prakash
(Bengaluru, Karnataka), philanthropic Sai
devotee and the spectacular electric lighting
of the temple and its surroundings by Sairaj
Decorators (Mumbai) drew the attention of
Sai devotees.

All  the Administrative Officers,
departmental Head and employees under the
guidance of Shri Vijay Kachare, Chairman
of the Sansthan’s Ad-hoc Committee and
Principal District and Sessions Judge, Dr.
Pankaj Ashiya, Member of the Sansthan’s
Ad-hoc Committee and District Collector,
Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan and Shri Bheemraj
Darade, Deputy Chief Executive Officer took
special efforts for the successful conduct of
the festival.
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