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RAMAYAN - A GREAT INFLUENCE
On Indian cultural thought...

The epic poem Ramayan, containing
the adventures of king Ramachandra of
Ayodhya, is famous and it is not necessary
in this article to give details and incidents
of the story. The lessons that we have to
draw from the life of the hero and the other
characters and their application to the
challenges of our times is very important.

The pivot around which the whole
story moves is the relation of the individual
to the society; and the frictions, the choice
of action, the emphasis that swings like
a pendulum between the family and the
social aspect of life, form the essence of
almost all the incidents that are depicted
with lucidity by the great sage Valmiki. The
role of this epic in the cultural structure of
Indian thought is therefore a base and a
code of behaviour in the life of a man who
is surrounded by various challenges.

Duty first

The main character of Ramachandra
is always upholding the principle of duty
towards father and mother, duty towards
elders, elder brothers, and above all to the
occupation which befalls a man in his life
— to cite his own example, that of the royal
responsibilities. He always chooses what
is better for the ideal king, ideal brother,
ideal husband, ideal son and ideal leader
of the common men. The friction between
the emotion and the reason, the private
benefit and the public welfare, is always off-
set with the extraordinary insight of Ram to
go to the root of the problems. Whenever
his brother insists on rights and privileges,
Ram teaches him that it is the duty of an
intelligent person to circumvent his personal
feelings and sense of claims to comfort by
social necessity circumstantial compulsions

- D.A. Ghaisas

and vision of all-time effect on the ethics of
common man. There is a series of such
instances when the negotiations take the
form of generalised ethical standards, and
one cannot fail to guess the undercurrent
of a tendency on the part of the hero to
derive lessons from every day observation
of life, and learn by the errors of by-gone
generations. We can easily see the social
urgency of controlling the unbound zeal of
kshatriyas who were using their powers and
prowess without any compunction towards
the down-trodden and unprotected. The
example of his own father Dasharatha, who
shot Shrawan in the darkness, following the
direction ofthe sound, shows how technically
advanced the warriors were in their use of
weapons, but how careless they were to
recognize the need of circumspection, and
the ill-effects of indescretion. Ram stands
aloft in contrast with this careless handling
of weapons. He emphasizes that once a
warrior puts his arrow to his bow, he must
use it properly and must not let it go waste.
This primary control of a sound mind over
physical superiority is his ideal. Another
example of his father who married three
wives, but could not lead a happy married
life, shows the background which must
have influenced the child Ram, and must
have made him vow to have only one wife
throughout his life-time. The social results
of this monogamy are still today, in 1973,
prevailing almost universally among all
advanced people. There is another example
of the uprightness of character which he
emphasizes as a necessity for those who
are in power-political or religious. When the
question of accepting Seeta again as his
wife and bringing her back to Ayodhya from
Lanka arose, he decided in the negative,
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because, to him the unblemished career
of a royal personage was of supreme
importance. A lady who is taken away by
another and kept in bonds for a long time,
cannot come back and resume her role of
a housewife without penance, purity and a
positive proof. It a king of his stature would
not be severe about failures and faults, the
common man will connive at any sin and
carry on unscrupulously the evils that may
be in him or her. The fundamental necessity
to suffer the pangs of sacrifice which poses
a problem to those in power is realized
by him as the primary need of the times,
and whenever we find a ruler corrupt, the
subjects follow his example. The history
of mankind and political rulers shows this
to be true, times without number. Thus, if
we could generalise the ethical standard
for a king, it has its highest example in
Ramachandra.

Love and Co-operation

Ramachandra is never tired of
wandering to the nooks and corners of India.
He takes pleasure in the company of sages
and savages alike, provided the latter have
even an iota of devotion. The aborigines of
Dandakarannya who were simple people
like Guhaka, Shabari and thousands of
vanaras, with their own limitations, found in
Ram a valuable friend, an idol of devotion,
a guide and a counsel. Co-operation with
the sages is easily understood in the
case of kshatrivas who fulfil the role of
protectors of their religious occupations and
aspirations. But, co-operation, respect and
unprecedented love for vanaras is a new
aspect of Ramayan. The need for a king
to really mix up with the subjects to extend
his full cultural enhancement to be shared
with underdeveloped, but intelligent folk is
obvious in this context. The compassion of
Ram for old people knows no bounds; at the
same time his respect for elemental powers
and sensitivity towards nature is depicted
with dexterous indulgence by Valmiki. We
have therefore, an example of softness and
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hardness devetailed in Ram, who knows
how to give full attention to the problems
of life, does not lose sight of the total long-
range good of the country and the race, nor
allows his likes and dislikes to come in the
way of justice, uprightness and evolution.

Virtue -
Essential in all circumstances

Ramayan teaches us that virtue
is essential in all circumstances. When
virtue is upheld and maintained, there
is communion between the relations, a
dynamic balance in the behaviour of the
individual with the society, with the masses,
and an understanding in the hearts of all.
When humility, kindness, bravery and
power are assembled into one personality,
like that of the hero Ram, we have a ready-
made schedule to refer to in the case of
our own problems. When he meekly and
willingly submits to the dictates of his
mother Kaikeyee to get himself usurped for
14 years and resort to a life in forest, away
from the pomp and comfort of the mother
city, we find a great relinquishing force who
gathers around himself the sympathy of
masses and therefore rules their heart.

Righteous War

Ramayan shows that for a great war,
small-seemingly small-causes are sown as
seeds. The chastity of woman forms the
main principle for which a war is fought,
though pride, prejudice, the corrupt nature
of Ravan in handing the affairs of the
kingdom, are also concommitant causes.
But, for all practical purposes, Ram does
not desire to rule Lanka nor has he any
territorial ambitions behind his attack on
Lanka. The freedom from greed, which
is conspicuous by its absence in rich and
powerful persons, at once dazzles our eyes
in this peculiar attitude of Ram to do the job
with dispassion, not for personal ends, but
only for justice and righteousness.

A Master
Ram is a Master builder of civilization,
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culture, family relationship, respectfulness,
ability, psychological understanding of
every situation, religious reform, and last
but not the least, the harbinger of a new
age of thought, deed and emotions. There
is no parallel in the world’s history to this
character, placed as he is in the hands of
destiny, always surmounting difficulties with
daring and diligence, and raising himself up
as the most towering personality — a Master
of many things — in Indian history. Ramayan
has perhaps the greatest influence on
Indian philosophical, religious, social,
ethical and moral thought. The influence is
of the highest order, because it lays down
the ideal king, the ideal husband, the ideal
son, the ideal brother and the ideal leader
who shows by his own example what should
be done by others.

The Principle of golden mean

In Ramayan, there is a tint of
supernatural, but the behaviour of human
being is always according to the limits of
basic human instincts curbed by social
considerations. The golden mean is the
rule of the whole development of the
story. Whenever there is any extreme
situation, Ram is seen always moderate
and meaningful, most practical, but most
theoretical also. When Bibheeshan dislikes
to perform the religious rites over the dead
body of his evil brother Ravan, Ram does
not spare him the strongest advice to end
hatred with death — ‘Maranantani Vairani’.
This is perhaps a slap in the face of modern
political campaign of defamation after
death indulged in in some countries of the
world. When Lakshman sees Bharat with a
huge army approaching them in the forest
and presumes jealousy and treachery, Ram
at once admonishes him not to presume
anything, but to wait and watch, thinking
of the brighter side. Ram even tells him
that he can sit on the throne of Ayodhya
if he wishes, to which Bharat would have
no objection : The faith in goodness of our
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brother, the insistence on love-first and
always - is the strong equalizing force in his
character. Wherever there is idiosyncracy
in anybody’s behaviour, he is always ready
with the other point of view and makes a
supreme effort to kindle kindness and
compassion, regard for justice and duty in
all who are so affected.

A classical poetry -
More living than life

The poetic form of Ramayan is praised
by one and all. Scholars delve deep into it
for beautiful passages of translucent natural
descriptions, word-pictures of primordial
virginity of forests, the ever-changing
panorama of the Southern parts of India;
historians scan its pages for indications of
the customs, structures, political systems,
social patterns and family relations; poets
are enchanted by the felicity and ease
with which Valmiki describes the outward
situation and the inner conflict in any
given incident; but, above all, the common
man takes his inspiration for a better life,
a valuable life, and a purposeful life from
this classical poetry. It gives him a solace
in suffering, a sheet-anchor in the tempest
of difficult circumstances and a hope for
happiness by controlling his character,
when he is confronted with his own little
problems. For us, the ideal of an individual
as a useful part of the society, and the ideal
of society as affording a scope for aspiring
individuals to develop to their highest goals,
are prominent in this story of Ramachandra,
not only the king of Ayodhya, but a monarch
of Indian cultural thought. It is a private code
of the bestconduct and a public presentation
of purest and wholesome behaviour.

The name ‘Ram’ has become identical
with the inherent goodness of anything -
the essential quality of human interest that
motivates all good actions.

- Published in the first April 1973 issue of Shri
Sai Leela in English
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English Translation :-

Manifesting spontaneously in the sacred land of Shirdi, situated one yojan

North of the radiant waters of the Godavari river, Shree Sai Baba, worshipped

incessantly day and night by communities of people from all caste, creeds

and socio-economic backgrounds, hailing from diverse regions, and whose

presence is imbuing devotees of all kinds with spiritual energy, is revered as

the embodiment of the Supreme Brahman, purifying the entire universe and
attaining the pinnacle of excellence.

- Dr. Subodh Agarwal

‘Shirdi Sai Dham’,

29, Tilak Road, Dehra Dun - 248 001,

(Uttarakhand).
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English Translation :-

O Lord Shiv, O remover of all sins, O friend
of Lord Ram, O master, O omnipresent one
who alleviates the threefold afflictions, O
unborn ruler of the people, O descendant
of Yadu, protect me. O Lord Shiv, grant me
the boon of victory 11l
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English Translation :-

O lotus-eyed Lord Ram, treasure of
compassion, O remover of sins, O preceptor,
protector of Gajendra, and guardian of
cows; O embodiment of auspiciousness, O

Shankar, protect me. O Shiv, grant me the
boon of victory II2Il
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English Translation :-

The person who worships that Supreme
Being, who delights His devotees and is
the abode of auspiciousness, attains the
supreme, wondrous happiness. O Shiv, O
Hari, grant me the boon of victory 113ll
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English Translation :-

Victory to You, O beloved of Yudhishthira, O
great king! Victory, victory to You, O ocean
of merit and righteousness I14lI
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English Translation :-

O Madhav, the liberator from the cycle of
birth and death, O Lord of the Universe, O
divine swan residing in the minds of great
poets, O Lord of Shiv’s night ! O protector
of Janak and the aged ones, safeguard me,
O Shiv, O Hari, grant me the boon of victory

11511
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English Translation :-

O Lord of the Universe, the source of
auspiciousness for the entire earth, O swift
and beautiful Lord Ram, consort of Goddess
Lakshmi, O protector of the Vedas, the
ocean of virtues and fame, O Shiv, O Hairi,

grant me the boon of victory 1161l
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English Translation :-

O Madhav, Your name is like a sacred vine
that uplifts the fallen ! Your pure fame is
sung everywhere. Yet, why do You neglect
me, O Madhav ? O Shiv, O Hari, grant me

the boon of victory 11711
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English Translation :-

O Lord of Goddess Lakshmi, revered by the
immortal sages ! Your holy name is like a
treasure of immense value. Yet, O ocean of
compassion, why do You not show mercy
upon me ? O Shiv, O Hari, grant me the

boon of victory II8lI
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English Translation :-

O Lord, beloved of Hanuman, wielder of the
mighty bow ! O Guru, who holds the sacred
Ganga upon Your head ! O Supreme Lord,
have You forgotten me ? O Shiv, grant me
the boon of victory 19l
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English Translation :-
O Hari, the ultimate refuge of all beings and
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the most beautiful among men ! Whoever
recites this hymn composed in praise of
Shiv and Ram attains the clear vision of
Lord Ram’s lotus feet. O Shiv, O Hari, grant

me the boon of victory 1110lI
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English Translation :-

He who rises early in the morning and
recites this with devotion and a focused
mind attains victory and ultimately reaches

the abode of Lord Vishnu 111111
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Thus, the Shree Shiv-Ram-ashtakam

composed by Shri Ramananda Swami is
complete.
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Datta Sai...

According to the saying, “For the
welfare of the people, the saints endure
and dedicate their body and offer their
selfless services to the world,” Shree Sai
Baba of Shirdi too incarnated this world in
around 1838 and served selflessly the entire
humanity in His physical form for a lifespan
of 60 years till He left His physical form in
1918.

After completing His divine journey
and fulfilling His duty of serving humanity,
Shree Sai Baba ended His physical form and
took Mahasamadhi as per the law of nature
on Tuesday, 15" October, in the year 1918 at
around 2.30 p.m.

Along  with  Shirdi, the first
commemoration of this event took place
in Kavilgaon, Kudal Taluka (Sindhudurg
District) in Konkan.
In Kavilgaon,

the great Dattaguru
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Samadhl'Mandlr
LatelD Maharaj ‘alias D

devotee Shri Ramachandra Raoji Madye alias
Shri Dada Maharaj of Dattasampraday was
also known as Dattadas, since he worshipped
Dattaguru. He used to visit Narsobawadi for
Dattapujan (worshipping Dattaguru) and
paid obeisance through upasana daily. He
even used to visit Shri Siddharudha Swami
of Hubli.

One day, Shri Siddharudha Swami
asked Shri Dada Maharaj to visit Shirdi, but ilSthanlof:
since Dattadas was devoted to worshipping

Shree Datta, he did not visit Shirdi at that &ﬂbﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁ’éﬂéﬂ&@

time. After some time, while worshipping =
Shree Datta, Dattadas got a vision in his
dream of Shree Datta residing in Shirdi in
the form of Sai Baba. He was automatically
drawn to Shirdi. In reality too, he saw Shree
Gurudev Datta in the form of Sai Baba and
he frequently kept visiting Shirdi with faith.
He was lucky to be in Shree Sai’s company.
During this, Shree Sai Baba gave him a
silver rupee, which later, Dattadas spent on
the first death anniversary of Shree Sai Baba
conducted at Kavilgaon.

At the same place, in the year 1922,
the holy installation (Pranprathishtapna) of
Shree Shirdi Sai Baba idol and the temple was
established for the first time at Kavilgaon.

Courtsey :

Shri Rajan Madye (Kavilgaon)

(0)9422963589

Smt. Pravina Kambli

Translated in English from Marathi :
Smt. Sonia Rudadge
sonia_rudadge@yahoo.co.in
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Notable Success

4 )
Shirdi News
# Public Relation Office ::
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi
- Translated from Marathi into English by
Vishwarath Nayar
E-mail : vishwarathnayar@gmail.com

\ J

of the Students of

Shree Sai Baba English School for
the 2"Y Consecutive Year!

The students of Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi, run Shree Sai
Baba English Medium School achieved
notable success for the second consecutive
year at the taluka (Ahilyanagar district,
Maharashtra state) level Maths, Science
and Environment Exhibition, organized
recently at the Shri Chhatrapati Shivaiji
Vidyalaya, Pathre Budruk. Chaitanya
Suyog Wani of the Primary Section won
the 2" rank in the Science group of first to
fifth standard, and Atharva Machchindra
Khairnar ranked second in the Science
group of sixth to eighth standard. These
students were guided by Smt. Charushila
Ghadage and Shri Amol Nirmal.

262 projects were presented by about
105schoolsinRahatatalukathatparticipated
in this exhibition. The exhibition concluded
with the awards presentation ceremony.
The winners were presented the prizes by
the Chief Guest, Sou. Dhanashritai Sujay
Vikhe Patil. Shri Rajesh Pawse, Rahata
Panchayat Samiti’'s Block Education Officer
and other dignitaries were present on the

occasion.

Importantly, Atharva Machchindra
Khairnar has been selected for the district

level Maths, Science and Environment
Exhibition.

Smt. Anju Shende (Sontakke),
Chairperson of the Sansthan’s Ad-

hoc Committee and Principal District &
Sessions Judge, Shri Siddharam Salimath,
the then Member of the Sansthan’s Ad-
hoc Committee and District Collector of
Ahilyanagar, Shri Goraksha Gadilkar,
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan,
Shri Sandeepkumar Bhosale, the then In-
charge Deputy Chief Executive Officer
& Administrative Officer, Smt. Pradnya
Mahandule, Administrative officer, Shri
Vishwanath Bajaj, In-charge Administrative
Officer, Shri Avinash Kulkarni, Accounts
Officer, as also, Shri Asif Tambali, Principal
(Secondary Section) and Sou. Shilpa
Pujari, Headmistress (Primary Section)
congratulated the meritorious students for
the noteworthy success of Shree Sai Baba
English Medium School, Shirdi.

Q00O

“Such pious persons have become my followers whose sins have been destroyed and they
have understood me. If you recite ‘Sai... Sai...” always, I will take you beyond the seven seas.
If you believe in these words, you will be certainly benefitted. I do not need elaborate worship
either sixteen fold or eight fold. Where there is infinite faith, I reside there”.

- Shree Sai Baba (Verses 11-13, Chapter 13 Shree Sai Satcharita)

@
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206 Gms Gold Necklace Offered at
Sre ” Baa’s Feet!
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Lakhs of devotees in the country and  Trust, Shirdi on Wednesday, January 1,

abroad have faithin Shree SaiBaba. Devout-
devotees offer donations generously in
Shree Sai Baba’s zoli in deference to this
faith. Adammu-Kashmirbased and presently
a resident of Shirdi, Sai devotee Smt.
Babita Tiku and family, offering a beautifully
carved necklace costing Rs. 13,30,348/- at
the Feet of Shree Sai Baba, handed it over
to Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive
Officer of the Shree Saibaba Sansthan

2025 on the occasion of the New Year.
After that, the donor Sai devotees were
felicitated, on behalf of the Sansthan by
Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan, with a shawl and an
idol of Shree Sai Baba. Shri Tushar Shelke,
In-charge Public Relations Officer of the
Sansthan and Shri Rohidas Mali, Security
Officer were present on the occasion.

Q00O

Hearing this, Sapatnekar gazed at Baba and awaited. Baba placed His hand on
his head and assured him. He said, “These feet are ancient. Your worries are over
now. Have full faith in me. You will be fulfilled soon”. Sapatnekar was pressing
Baba’s Feet when he heard these sweet words. He was choked with emotion and
his eyes filled with tears. He prostrated at Baba’s Feet. He was filled with the
eight ‘satvik’ emotions. His eyes had tears of joy with which he washed Baba’s
Feet with love.

- Verses 146-149, Chapter 48 Shree Sai Satcharita
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Oh, how pleasing is Your familiar posture when You are on Your seat! Many
devotees come to take Your darshan, bow down their heads at Your feet,
gathering in their own happiness, lovingly.

And, how does Your Foot appear! Your Toe appears like a moon, seen
between two branches of a tree, as You hold it between Your fingers. It fulfils
the keeness of darshan.

At the end of the fortnight of the dark part of the lunar month, after the
last night of ‘amavasya’ passes off, all people are naturally eager to have a
look at the moon.

As soon as the bright half of the lunar month starts there is a hope to sight
the moon and everyone eagerly looks at the sky in the Westerly direction.

That keen desire of Your devotees is fulfilled by You at that time when You
sit with your right leg crossed onto Your left thigh.

The index and the middle fingers of the left hand (forming a V-shape), hold
the right foot and the nail of the big toe is close to the thumb. This shines
like the moon on the second day.

People have a great desire to look at the moon. But, if the crescent of the
moon is not seen in the sky, then those who have the knowledge tell You to
look through Your fingers.

And, say : “Now look, look through this space. You will be able to see the
moon in front of you. Although the crescent of the moon is small, you can
see it right at the spot”.

- Verses 11-18, Chapter 22 Shree Sai Satcharita
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recently offered 2 Silver Maces weighing 11
kgs at the Feet of Shree Sai Baba. The cost
of these being Rs. 9,50,000/-, these maces
will be used during the loud call made at
Shree Sai Baba’s Aarti, informed Shri
Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive Officer
of the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi.
These maces being attention drawing, this
philanthropic Sai devotee has requested
the Sansthan not to disclose his name. This
Sai devotee was felicitated on behalf of the
Sansthan by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan.

Q00
Free Skin Disease Check-up Camp

at Shree Sainath Hospital...

Free Skin disease check-up camp
was jointly organized by the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi and the Sumukha
Laxmi Venkateshwar Charitable Trust,
Mysore, from Thursday, 24" October 2024
to Saturday, 26" October, 2024 at the

Sansthan-run Shree Sainath Hospital. 1272
patients participated in this camp in three
days. Special treatment was administered
on all these patients. These included
various ailments related to the skin. Various
types of medical procedures were also done



on these. These included various kinds
of procedures. This kind of free check-up
and treatment camp for skin diseases was
organized in the Sansthan’s hospital for
the first time. Patients gave a spontaneous
response to this camp.

Dr. Dadasaheb Kamble, Dermatologist
in the Shree Sainath Hospital, Dr. Shivani
S. R. and Dr. Hamsa C.N., Dermatologists
in the Sumukha Laxmi Venkateshwar
Charitable Trust, Mysore, along with all the
employees of Shree Sainath Hospital took
efforts to ensure the check-up and treatment
of maximum patients in the camp.

Shri  Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief

Executive Officer of the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi appreciated the
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team that worked continually for the camp
and conducted the camp successfully by
ensuring the check-up and treatment of
the maximum number of patients in a short
time. Lieut. Col. Dr. Shailesh Oak, Medical
Director of Shree Sai Baba Hospital, Dr.
Pritam Vadgave, In-charge Deputy Medical
Director, Dr. Maithili Pitambare, In-charge
Medical Superintendent, Shri Pramod
Goraksha, Office Superintendent, Smt.
Najma Sayyad, In-charge Assistant Matron,
Shri Suresh Tolmare, Public Relations
Officer (Hospitals), along withthe employees
of Shree Sainath Hospital were present on
this occasion. All the beneficiary patients,
who attended the camp expressed special
gratitude for the free check-up, treatment
and providing free medicines.

Q00O

Initially, Baba would practice ayurvedic
medicines in the village. He would examine
patients and give the medicines. He had a
healing touch and became a famous ‘hakim’.
Once upon a time a devotee’s eyes were

swollen and were like red balls. Both pupils
were blood-red and no ‘vaid’ was available in
Shirdi. The simple and pious devotees showed
his eyes to Baba. Immediately, Baba got the

@



marking-nut ‘beeba’ pounded and made into
balls. Under the circumstances some may have
put surma (powdered pearl); some may have
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put wet pieces of cloth dipped in cow’s milk;
others may have kept cool camphor cakes on
the eyes or some would have used collyrium.
But, Baba’s remedy was absolutely different.
He picked up each ‘beeba’ ball in His own
hands and pressed as much as possible one in
each eye and then tied a cloth around them.
The next day, the cloth tied around the eyes
was removed and the eyes were washed with
cold water poured in a steady stream. All the
swelling had disappeared and the pupils were
clear. Although a delicate organ like the eye
was treated by ‘beeba’, there was no burning
and the disease was cured. Such were the

countless experiences.

- Verses 46-52, Chapter 7 Shree Sai Satcharita
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Inauguration of Orthopaedic

Surgery Department...

Shri Gadilkar, Chief
Executive Officer of the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi and Shri Govinddas
Dammani and Smt. Anju Dammani,
Philanthropic Donor Sai Devotees, recently
inaugurated the new advanced Orthopaedic
Surgery department of the Sansthan-run
Shree Sainath Hospital in the Shree Sainath
Hospital (200 rooms). Mona Dammani,
Rachna Dammani, Aashish Dammani,
Kamalkumar Tapuriah, Sharda Tapuriah,
Abhishek Tapuriah, Sneha Tapuriah, Amey
Tapuriah and Jharna Tapuriah were present
on this occasion.

This work was completed from the
donation of Rs. 1.5 crores by Shri Govinddas
Dammani and Smt. Anju Dammani for the
Orthopaedic Surgery department in the
Shree Sainath Hospital.

Speakingontheoccasion, ShriGadilkar
stated that the objective of both the hospitals
of the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust,
Shirdi is to provide excellent healthcare,
free of cost and very low cost. Charging
nominal registration fees, free treatment
is provided to the patients in the Shree
Sainath Hospital. Philanthropic families like
the Dammani family help us in executing
this work. Several poor patients’ lives will

change due to the advanced Orthopaedic
Surgery department. Expressing gratitude
to the Dammani family, Shri Gadilkar
felicitated them on behalf of the Sansthan.

Shri Sanjay Jori, Deputy Executive
Engineer (Building department) of the
Sansthan, Lieut. Col. Dr. Shailesh Oak,
Medical Director, Dr. Pritam Vadgave,
In-charge Deputy Medical Director, Dr.
Maithili Pitambare, In-charge Medical
Superintendent, Shri Pramod Goraksha,
Office Superintendent, Dr. Vishal Patel,
Orthopaedic Surgeon, Dr. Govind Kalate,
Dr. Vidya Borhade, Dr. Mahendra Nemnath,
Dr. Mahendra Tambe, Dr. Satyajit Nighute,
Dr. Prafull Porwal, Dr. Nirmala Gadekar, Dr.
Pooja Singh, Dr. Poonam Vaishnavi, Shri
Ganesh Korate of the Building department,
Shri Suresh Tolmare, Public Relations
Officer (Hospitals), Shri Rajesh Wakde,
Biomedical Engineer, Smt. Shraddha Kote,
Shri Tushar Kute, Smt. Pranali Kamble,
Smt. Najma Sayyad, In-charge Assistant
Matron, Smt. Manda Thorat, along with
doctors, officers and employees of both the
Hospitals, were present on this occasion. Dr.
Maithili Pitambare delivered the introductory
address of the programme and Shri Suresh
Tolmare anchored the programme.
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8 lakh Devotees at the Feet of
Shree Sai Baba for New Year!

Over about 8 lakh devotees
availed the darshan of Shree Sai
Baba’s Samadhi during the Shirdi Mahotsav
organized by the Shree Saibaba Sansthan
Trust, Shirdi, for the Christmas holiday,
farewell to the passing year and welcoming
the new year from Wednesday 25"
December, 2024 to Thursday, 2" January,
2025. Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan informed
that donations of about Rs. 16.61 crores
were received during this period.

Shri Gadilkar stated about this that
during this period, Rs. 6,12,91,875/-
were received in the donation boxes,
Rs. 3,22,27,508/- through the donation
counters, Rs. 1,96,44,200/- through P.R.O.
paid passes, Rs. 4,65,73,698/- through
Debit-Credit cards, online donations,
cheque/DD and money orders, thus
totalling Rs. 15,97,37,281/- donations in
cash form. 809.220 grams gold (costing
Rs. 54,49,686/-), and 14.398 grams silver

(costing Rs. 9,93,895/-) donations were
received. In this way, the Sansthan received
donations totalling Rs. 16,61,80,862/- from
various sources.

Over 6 lakh devotees availed the
benefit of free prasad-meals at the Shree
Sai Prasadalaya during this period, and
about over 1,35,000 devotees availed the
benefit of food-packets. Also, 9,47,750
ladoo-prasad packets were sold. The
Sansthan received Rs. 1,89,55,000,
through this. Along with this, 5,98,600 Sai
devotees availed the benefit of free boondi-
prasad packets. Shri Gadilkar stated that
the donations received on behalf of the
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi are
utilized for the Shree Sai Baba Hospital,
Shree Sainath Hospital, free meals at the
Shree Sai Prasadalaya, Sansthan’s various
educational institutes, charity for outdoor
patients, various projects erected for Sai
devotees’ facilities and various social works.
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MHT-CET Crash Course Commence in
Shree Sai Baba Junior College...

MHT-CET Examination Preparatory
Special Crash Course has been started at
the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi-
run Shree Sai Baba Junior College in Shirdi.
Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan, informed about this
project. This project has been undertaken
with the objective of providing quality
education.

Expert Professors and Subject
Specialists of Atma Malik Educational
Complex will provide intense guidance in

this Crash Course. Special emphasis will be
given on Physics, Chemistry, Biology and
Mathematics subjects that are important for
MHT-CET examination.

50% fees being chargedtothe students
for the said course, the rest remaining 50%
will be paid by the Shree Saibaba Sansthan
Trust, Shirdi. This decision will enable
students of economically weaker sections
to avail quality education at an affordable
rate.

Other special features of the Course :-



*Test series and free study materials
as per the examination format *Smart
classroom and Online facilities *High
quality education at minimum cost *Proper
curriculum and timetable.

“The objective of the Sansthan is to
reach quality education to the common
students. This project has been started to
enablestudentsfromtheruralregionsachieve
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success in the competitive examinations,”
Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan, stated so. Also,
because of this social initiative, many
students will get the opportunity to carve
their future by securing excellent marks
in the MHT-CET examination. Hence, it is
appealed that desirous students should
register immediately.

Q00

.......

Smt. Prarthana Behere, popular cine
actress, availed the darshan of Shree
Sai Baba’s Samadhi on the occasion of
her birthday. After the darshan, she was

| felicitated on behalf of the Shree Saibaba

Sansthan Trust, Shirdi by Smt. Anju Shende
(Sontakke), Chairperson of the Ad-hoc

| Committee of the Sansthan and Principal
District & Sessions Judge, Ahilyanagar.
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Advocate Shri Ashish Jaiswal, Minister of St
Rehabilitation, Law and Judiciary, Labour, Government of Maharashtra, availed the darshan
of Shree Sai Baba’s Samadhi. After the darshan, he was felicitated on behalf of the Sansthan
by Shri Sandeepkumar Bhosale, then the In-charge Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the

— ] Y ‘-I"' ;.‘_". ——
Shri Shivraj Singh Chauhan, Union Minister, Agriculture, Farmer Welfare and Rural
Development Ministry, Government of India, along with his wife, attending the midday Aarti
of Shree Sai Baba in the Samadhi Mandir availed the darshan of Shree Sai Baba’s Samadhi.

After the darshan, they were felicitated on behalf of the Sansthan by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar,
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan.
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Shri Sonu Sood, popular actor, attending the midday Aarti of Shree Sai Baba in the Samadhi
Mandir availed the darshan of Shree Sai Baba’s Samadhi. After the darshan, he was felicitated
on behalf of the Sansthan by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan.
Shri Tushar Shelke, In-charge Public Relations Officer, Shri Rohidas Mali, Security Officer
and others were present on this occasion.

Shri Murlidhar Mohol, Union Minister of State, Co-operation and Civil Aviation, availed the
darshan of Shree Sai Baba’s Samadhi. After the darshan, he was felicitated on behalf of the
Sansthan by Shri Sandeepkumar Bhosale, the then In-charge Deputy Chief Executive Officer
of the Sansthan. Shri Vishnu Thorat, Head of the Temple, Shri Tushar Shelke, In-charge

Public Relations Officer, Shri Rohidas Mali, Security Officer and others were present on this
occasion.
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All the journalists of Shirdi and the region were felicitated, on the ‘Journalist Day’ on behalf
of the Sansthan by Shri Goraksha Gadilkar, Chief Executive officer of the Sansthan, with a
shawl, Shree Sai Diary and a Rose flower. Shri Sandeepkumar Bhosale, the then In-charge
Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Smt. Pradnya Mahandule, Administrative
Officer, Shri Tushar Shelke, In-charge Public Relations Officer, Shri Rohidas Mali, Security
Officer, Shri Pravin Mirajkar, In-charge Superintendent, as also all the employees at the
publicity cell of the Public Relations department were present on this occasion.
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Flashback of 1991 :- The photograph shows the E " g oducer and Philanthropic

Sai devotee Shri Manoj Kumar and his wife presenting a cheque lakh to the Chairperson of the Shirdi

Sai Baba Sansthan, Prof. Dr. Lekha Pathak. This amount was given i o the fervent appeals made by
e Chairperson, to donate generously for the I.C.C.U. of Shree Sainath al, Shirdi...

Friday, April, 4, 2025 :- Heaﬁt Tribute paid to minent Actor, Writer, Director, Producer and Philanthropic
Sai devotee late Shri Manoj Kumar by the Shre aba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi...
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