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Editorial...

Ounce, it so lappened, that Lord Vishnu pleased by the frolonged and
cutense tapa or meditation of the great sage Narada, told lim to ask for a
boon. Whereuppon Narada sacd, “O Vislhnu, show me the manifestation of
pourne Sattva which & completely free from Rajas and Tamas”. And the Lornd
amswened, 7 am that manifestation, O Narada! But te destroy the rsurnas
(euct spencts) 7 liave to partake of some Rajas and Tamas from Bratima and
Watiesh and cmpant some of my Sattva to them. /Hnd so, ¢ you want to
dee the pare Sattva in all ito splendonr, Bratima-Tishna-"Matiech must all
come togethen”. The stnewd Narada, celebrated as lie & a mischiefmaler,
WWMWameWW Fe cet aut to wisit the three

- Larme, Parvate and Savitnc and provebed them by nemarking that
m{azm&w@aﬂdewﬂwta%e@ﬂmem,ﬂmw,%ema{%e
entneated theon rnespective Londs to put Auasuya to a severe test by tempting
hern. But e, by the power of liis tapa, buew it all and saved lis wife from
cufants. Thus liumbled, the thnee Goddesses begged rtnasuya to restorne theor
Lornds to theor orniginal forme and sthe did o by sprinkling the Ganga waler
over them. 4t that oppontune moment, when the tinee Gods wene together, who
dliscld appear on the scene, but Narada to nemind Lond Vistinu of lics boon?
Tte promise was fulfilled. Out of parne Sattava of Bratima-TVisbinw-Matiesk,
cufants, a clhiled named Dattatraya, on the fortecntt day of the bright lialf of

Tutenesting as the storny o, it stretches the power of our credulence at many
pocuts and may seem totally out of keeping with the sccentific Lemper of our
o selfrevident and revolues nound the thnee ?Gunas and their proper place in

Aecording to Blaguad Geeta, “The three Guunas ante the thnee constituents
of nature - standing for light, for and darkwess respectively, that limct the
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furntther as ; “Sattua o said to be the lhealth of life that binds to earthly
lappiness and to lower bnowledge. Rajas & of the nuature of fpassion, sowrce
of thinot and attactiment that binds the soul of man to action. Tamas, boru of
Cgnorance darnkens the soul of all men and binds them to slecpy dull wess wen
they do not wateh and do not work” (Ch. 14, Te. 5-5).

But of the thnee it o the happiest state. The other two ?Gunas lave theor
nespective places cn man's lfe. Even Lornd Vistinwu found them wecessary for
the destruction of rsunas. The monal of the stony co gucte evident. U the
tinee Gunas make wp the nature of man, but one mast strive Lo beefp Rajas
and Tamas wnder control and strive towands the Sattuic state. gen, descre,
of ws, but it maust be our endeavowr to subdue them so that Sattva Guna can
predominate.

Baba o the bnown as the avatar of Lond Dattatraya who symbalizes
pane Sattva. The occasconal ouwt brust of angen, of temper, nesulting cn
toanling of abuses pagile ws cn 3o saintly a being. But they wene wever dinected
towantds thes this or that devatees. [hey were always addressed to some evil
cufluences, orn wndescnable tendencies, where as for lcs devotees lie biad wothing,
but cufincte love and compassion. T Lord Visnw found Rajas and Tamas
taok necounse to them for the same parpose. Tlhey were weven a part of liim
anymane that they were of Lord Vistna.

But Baba was a Godliead as muct as Lord Vishnw and lile licm Baba
was alse beyond the tinee Guunas. 4uy sutwand evpression of the thnee Gunas
e Baba s life was only meant to guide lics devotees on the night path. /4o to
Supreme Bless.

But coming back te the story of Lord Dattatraya s bonth, we must ponder
cn life mast aluways be for the attacnwment of Sattuic state and subduing of the
Rajas and Tamas so that one day we may lispe to conguer the three Gunas
and attacin the State of Blise

- Stinc Sac Leela,
YVoluwme 64, No. G, December 1955
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Shri Sai showers His Blessings...

|| Shri Gurave Namaha ||

‘Shri Govind Dabhaolkar alias
Hemadpant is a man with many virtues. He
is very well versed in vedanta knowledge.
Shri Sai Satchcharit written by Hemadpant
imparts this divine and profound wisdom.
It is a result of Sadguru Shri Sai baba’s
blessings.’ - Shri Sai Satchcharit

The writer of the epilogue of Shri Sai
Satchcharit, late Shri Balasaheb Dev has
praised Hemadpant in above words. This
gem of a poet is grandfather of my sadguru
late Shri Gajanan Walavalkar alias Bhau
Maharaj. So naturally not only he but all
of the Walavalkar family Is immersed in Sai
bhakti.

In 1950 the third daughter of
Hemadpant, Krishnabai was married to
Shri Rajaram Walavalkar, a great Vitthal
devotee. After marriage Krishnabai was
named as Sitabai. This couple was a
beautiful confluence of hari bhakti and
Shakti Upasana.

The couple always liked to be in
the company of God abiding saints and
devotees. They always used to pray from
the bottom of their hearts for devout and
pious souls to be born to them. As a result
of all these satvik vibes, virtuous souls like
p.pu. Anantprabhu alias dev baba and p.pu.
Gajanan alias Bhau Maharaj were born to
this couple.

On 13/ 04/1918 at ‘Sai Nivas’, home
of Hemadpant at Bandra; Anantprabhu, the
first son of Shri Rajaram and Sau. Sitabai
was born. At the time of this pregnancy
Sitabai was facing some pregnancy related
grave health issues . Due to that the
gynecologist insisted on getting the fetus
aborted, in order to save Sitabai’s life. After
listening to the doctor’s insistent suggestion
Hemadpant got worried and stressed. So

he took Rajaram and Sitabai to Shirdi at the
feet of Saibaba. He narrated his concern to
Baba.

Sai Baba explicitly told him not to abort
the fetus. Baba also blessed the mother and
the fetus and reassuringly told Hemadpant,
“ Do not worry, The delivery will be normal
and without any adversity .The mother and
child both will be safe and sound. The child
will be an extreme genius and will be my
embodiment.”

As per Baba’s assurance the delivery
of the child was absolutely trouble free. But
at this time a miraculous incident occurred.
After sometime of the delivery Hemadpant
heard the child crying incessantly. So
he went inside the room to see what the
matter was. He was totally awestruck with
what he saw there. The child had a bright
glorious aura around his head. By seeing
this, mother Sitabai was stunned and
frightened. Because of this fear she was
sitting in a corner of that Room. The child
Anantaprabhu was crying uncontrollably
with hunger but Sitabai was not ready to
feed him due to the fear of the aura around
the child’s head.

Hemadpant unsuccessfully persuaded
Sitabai to feed the child. For next two three
days child anantaprabhu was fed with cow’s
milk. Feeling very helpless and concerned,
Hemadpant took the child to Shirdi and
surrendered him to Baba's feet. He told
Baba about the miraculous incident and
its consequences. Baba lifted and kept the
child on his lap and started caressing
him lovingly. Then Baba put his thumb
into the child’s mouth and to everyone’s
astonishment milk started dripping from
Baba’'s thumb. The child was happily
sucking Baba’s thumb and after drinking
the milk he looked completely satiated and
fresh. Baba also applied kohl In his eyes. In
this way the child was immensely fortunate
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to have Baba’'s Grace. Baba blessed him
and gave him back to Hemadpant. Now
Hemadpant return to his home well assured
and relieved. In future Sai Baba also gave
ananthaprabhu Maharaj toys like a wooden
pistol and a alms bowl . These are kept for
darshan at ‘Matruchhaya’, the home of the
Walavalkar family at Ambarnath.

Sadguru Bhau Maharaj was also born
at ‘Sai Nivas’ on the auspicious occasion of
Bhadrapada shukla chaturthi. His birth date
is 23/08/1925 . He was named ‘Gajanan’
because he was born on Ganesha chaturthi.

At that time Mr Rajaram used to live
with his big joint family in a chawl . As a
result of this there was a lack of enough
living space for everyone. So Sitabai
with her three kids often used to live at
Hemadpant's house. Though Hemadpant
was a very knowledgeable and disciplined
individual he was a very compassionate and
Soft hearted Sai devotee. In his company
very naturally Sai bhakti got inculcated in
his grandchildren. In such a devout and

] L -_:“ l1.' ] ; r 1 -.. I'I.-.-
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virtuous surrounding Deva Baba, Bhau
Maharaj and Bhalachandra were growing
in a very disciplined and organized manner
with a profound base of philosophical
principles.

With Baba's permission Hemadpant
sarted jotting down Baba’s innumerous
Leela’'s. After Baba's sad demise in1922
he started scripting * Shri Saisatchchrit’
, the biography of Sai Baba. Except the
last chapter of epilogue, 52 chapters were
completed by him and notes of epilogue
were also ready but sadly before publishing
the ‘ Shri Saisatchchrit’ Hemadpant passed
away on 15 July 1929. At that time bhau
Maharaj was of 4 years of age.

The seed of Ishwar bhakti and spiritual
practices which was sowed in the minds of
Devbaba and Bhau Maharaj just by being in
proximity of Hemadpant eventually started
growing and day by day and it blossomed
into an expansive tree.

Deva Baba was fortunate enough to
often have guidance from Sri Sai Baba, Shri

B " ' ' - 'y T
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Swami samartha and Dyaneshwar Mauli in
their subtle form. Deva Baba had thoroughly
studied and contemplated holy text Shri
Dyaneshwari. He has written commentaries
on it and given many lectures to spread its
invaluable philosophical knowledge. In the
metaphysical form Shri Dyaneshwar Mauli
many a times guided Deb Baba to solve the
mystic philosophical teachings written in
Shri Dyaneshwari and Amrutanubhav.

Shri Dev Baba was not only the
elder brother but also the spiritual guru of
my sadguru Bhau Maharaj. In this context
Shri Deva Baba is our Paramaguru. In
the coming years both the brothers were
spiritually developing immensely and that
too on fulfilling their material duties i.e.
Swakarma.

During this time a panchadhatu idol
of Shri Saibaba sculpted by an eminent
sculptor Mr Talim was consecrated in the
Sai mandir situated in ‘Matruchchaya’; the
house of Walavalkar family in Ambarnath.
It is said to be a replica of the abhishek idol
consecrated in Shri Sai samadhi mandir,
Shirdi. Mr.Talim sculpted only two Idols
of this kind. Dev Baba and Bhau maharaj
used to regularly offer Puja and worshiped
Shri Sai Baba idol in this temple. All the
auspicious days were celebrated in line with
the Shirdi Sai Baba Temple. That particular
area of Ambarnath was named after this
temple in * Matruchchaya’ as ‘Sai section’.

As the time passed by, Sitabai started
having many health issues. In 1945 her
health significantly deteriorated. During this
time period Deva Baba was busy doing °
Shri Saisatchchrit’ parayana in Shirdi Saib
temple. Sitabai desperately wanted to meet
Dev Baba. A telegram was sent to him to let
him know about Sitabai’'s declining health
condition. As then, there was no frequent
commute between Shirdi and Mumbai. And
taking the distance between two cities in
account Dev Baba got worried that, whether
he would be able to reach Mumbai In time
or not. At this very moment Shri Sai Baba
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gave darshan to Dev Baba and told him
not to worry. Sai Baba said to Deva Baba
that He had brought a horse with him and
by riding it both will reach Bandra to meet
Sitabai in no time. In metaphysical form both
Shri Sai Baba and Dev Baba came to meet
Sitabai. Dev baba uttered a Guru -mantra in
his mother’s ear and requested her to chant
it continuously. After gracing his mother Shri
Sai Baba and Dev Baba returned to Shirdi.
And thereafter Dev baba continued with
and completed the Sai charitra parayana.

Though Sitabai was God-abiding
and always engrossed in ‘namasmaran’
and listening to bhajans and kirtans all her
life, she was fortunate enough to have the
guidance of a spiritual guru towards the end
of her life. Having a spiritual Guru Is the
easiest and guaranteed way for a disciple
to evolve to the highest goal of human life
which is self-realization.

In ‘Shri Saisatchchrit’ efficacy of
Sadguru is described as follows,

‘Mother, after carrying a fetus up to
a full term of nine months with utmost care
and love. And when the time comes of
childbirth, mother pushes the child out away
from her, towards the outside world i.e.
material world. On the other hand sadguru
while giving the spiritual birth to his disciple
turns his senses away from outer worldly
material temptations and introverts them
to bring face to face with the Atman (self).
Walking on this path at the end the disciple
attains self-realization.’

Till her last breath Sitabai religiously
chanted the guru-mantra. She passed
away on the day of Rangpanchami festival.
She surely must have been attained to
the highest (uttam) gati after her death, as
written in the scriptures

‘One takes what sort of birth in the
next life or transmigration depends solely on
one’s last thoughts.” - Shri Sai Satchcharit

On the otherside Shri Bhau Maharaj,
in spite of all his emotional traumas
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financial scarcity and taking in his stride
ups and downs of his life, continued to be
always in the company of saintly souls and
was always engaged in ‘namasmaran’ . As
he was well aware of the fact that,

“Happiness and sorrow inevitably
follow each other, one accepts it or runs
away from it, it is bound to happen. Only
the company of saints can free us from
this illusory attachment and fear. The
importance of the company of saints is very
great. It removes our body consciousness
and egoism, and completely destroys the
chain of our birth and death. Cuts asunder
all the knots of the heart and takes us
towards God, who is pure consciousness.
It certainly increases our non-attachment to
sense objects and makes our ever restless
mind quiet in. ”

- Shri Sai Satchcharit

As time passed by due to sadguru
krupa and continual sadhana parampujya
Bhau Maharaj attained great spiritual
heights. Devbaba was always supervising
his spiritual progress like a mother tortoise
feeds her young ones whether they are
near her or away from her on the other side
of the river bank, just by her loving glance
(kurma drishti). As a result of this, in due
course Bhau Maharaj himself reached the
status of Gurupada.

Bhau Maharaj always told his followers
to not only read biographies of saints,
books written by pure and learned ones but
aso meditate on them and assimilate them
into one’s lives. They serve as a guide on
the spiritual path. By reading biographies
of saints our thoughts get purified and the
dark clouds of ignorance move away and
the emotional and intellectual domain of the
devotee is illuminated with the eternal truth.
The writings of souls who are one with
God consciousness warns the followers
against the ditches, potholes of deceitful
temptations on spiritual path which derails
the devotee from their spiritual progress.”
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Bhau Maharaj always asked his
followers to read particularly Shri Sai
Satchcharit and if needed, charitra of other
saints too. Because, “ all the saints are one
in a higher metaphysical plane. There is
no duality amongst them. They all are one
pure consciousness” -Shri Sai Satchcharit

Shri Bhau Maharaj’s life journey is not
the subject matter of this article so here |
am only mentioning Shri Sai baba related
miraculous occurrences.

During the time period of 1974 to
30 October 1977 Bhau Maharaj gone
through intensive sadhana in exile at a
devotee’s (Shri Balasaheb Deshpande)
house and at Saptashrungi gadh, Vani.
After that he returned in public with the sole
purpose of spiritual upliftment of devotees,
liberating the devotees from the shackles of
ignorance about the ultimate truth which is
self-realization.

“After born in 84 lakhs kind of different
births when that soul possess highest of
merits (punya ) in ample, it is born in a
human form. The salient feature of human
birth is that he has got the capacity to
acquire knowledge and due to that, one
can differentiate in transitory and perpetual.
With this knowledge he gradually attains
self-realization which is the supreme goal
of human life. This supreme goal can only
be achieved with the guidance and Grace
of spiritual Guru.”

Followers of Bahu Maharaj were
increasing rapidly during 1977 to 1980 not
only in Mumbai and Kalyan but in Khandesh
as well. Whenever Bahu Maharaj felt the
intense urge to meet the devotees from
khandesh region, he would start the journey
immediately by any vehicle he would get.
The followers always yearned to meet
their beloved sadguru and Bahu Maharaj
too without caring about his own comfort
or discomfort would reach out to the poor
and needy but loving and pure at heart
devotees.
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Day by day Bahu Maharaj’'s eminence
grew in places around the area of
Khandesh, like Tarabad, Satana, Pimpalner,
Sakri, Dhule, Shahada, Prakasha,
Nandurbar,Amalner,Indor...

In 1981 Bhau Maharaj visited Kasare
village. Mr.Kedu Bapu Wani, a gentleman
weighed down and frustrated with his
financial issues, came to have a darshan
of Bhau Maharaj. At that time bhau Maharaj
was surrounded by 60 to 70 elderly villagers.
He was busy discussing and solving their
mundane as well as spiritual issues. Kedu
Bapu was standing in a far away corner
and In his mind thinking that this saintly
mahatma looks very knowledgeable and
Charismatic, he surely can guide me to
solve my financial problem which is due to
a loan of 9 lakh rupees.

Before Kedu Bapu's thoughts
subsided, Bhau Maharaj asked Bapu to
come near him. As Kedu Bapu stood in
front of Bhau Maharaj, he said to Kedu
Bapu, “ From tomorrow onwards you go to
your shop and restart your business. Your
financial problem surely will be solved.”
Bapu was astonished by telepathic power
of Bhau Maharaj, as he knew the problem
without Kedu Bapu speaking about it. Kedu
Bapu explained his difficulty in following
Bhau Maharaj's advice, “ Bhau Maharaj,
your advice is not easy to follow for me
because you have no idea that if | go to my
shop, money lenders will come to hit me.
That is why it is very risky to do so.” On
hearing this Bhau Maharaj said to Kedu
Bapu,“ Tomorrow you call everyone who
has lended you the money. | will pay off
your loan but after that | will not ever meet
you. Do you want me or your loan paid off ?”
For a moment Kedu Bapu got confused but
on careful thinking he came to a conclusion
and prostrated on Bhau Maharaj's feet
saying, “ Bhau | want you.”

Hearing this, very lovingly Bhau told
Bapu, “ Tomorrow onwards you go to your
shop and restart your business. If any of
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the money lenders come there to hurt you,
you will not be visible to them, in that way
you will be safe. In a few days your loan will
be paid off and you will be loan free once
again.” Saying so, Bhau Maharaj raised his
hand to bless Kedu Bapu. Bapu was totally
transfixed with the marvelous sight, as for
a while he was having darshan of Shri Sai
Baba in the place of Bhau Maharaj. After
this divine darshan Bapu’s faith in bhau
Maharaj grew immensely. In the next one
year, not only Bapu’s loan of nine lakhs
was gradually paid off but his business
also flourished and his mental peace was
restored. Bapu always remained grateful to
Bhau Maharaj for this Grace of his.

The second occurrence is regarding
Mr. Jagdish Jadhav. ACP(Retd). He served
in the Air Force for 15 years and 23 years in
the Police Force. After sincerely serving the
nation he retired as Assistant Commissioner
Of Police ( Navi Mumbai). He is also the
author of ‘VATVRUKSHACHYA CHHAYET
," a biography of his beloved sadguru, Shri
Bhau Maharaj. He is also a * Manasputra’ of
Bhau Maharaj.

Big money frauds were reported
around Panvel and Vashi. The description
of the accused person given by all
the victims was similar. Based on this
information Mr Jagdish Jadhav investigated
the crime around the reported area. From
a lodge in Panvel he successfully arrested
one person and recovered three lakh
rupees and some documents from him.
In the enquiry i.e. panchanama done by
Mr jadhav, the suspect could not give
satisfactory explanations about the money
and documents. So Mr Jadhav arrested
him and took the recovered documents and
money in his custody. The suspect was
brought to the police station. Mr Jadhav
wanted to put him in police custody so that
further investigations can be done. But the
senior officers did not give permission to
Mr. Jadhav to do so.

Still Mr Jadhav did not want to let the
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suspect go. Because he was damn sure
that the arrested suspect is the criminal of
all those reported crimes. So without filing
a case against him Mr. Jadhav handed
over the suspect along with the money and
documents which were in his custody, to the
chapter court. The chapter court Imprisoned
him in jail for two days and after that he was
released on bail.

Meantime during those two days Mr.
Jadhav tried to collect more information
about the suspect. He gathered ample
information about him. The suspect’s name
was Saiyad Qadri, a Hyderabad resident
and many cases were already filed against
him in Mumbai. Mr. Jadhav tried to cast
some light on this gathered information but
no senior officer paid heed to his efforts.
Even after repeatedly trying very hard to
present the facts about the suspect, nobody
was willing to file a case against him or
arrest him. From this Mr. Jadhav judged
that Qadri has ‘managed’ everyone. So he
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decided to move on and use his valuable
time for other important cases.

After around 15 days a high court
summons was received in the name of Mr
Jadhav at his house. It was learned that
Qadri had filed a complaint against Mr
Jadhav that without registering F.I.R. in a
concerned police station he had illegally
arrested Qadari and filed a chapter case
against him.

Mr. Jadhav informed his seniors
about this but they showed their Inability to
help him. So Mr.Jadhav hired a High court
advocate. In the court hearing, the judge
demanded Mr. Jadhav to present the proof
of registered criminal cases against Qadri
or else Mr. Jadhav will be declared guilty.
Mr. Jadhav’s solicitor sought seven days
from the court to collect the evidence.

During these seven days Mr Jadhav
left no stone unturned to gather the evidence
against Qadri but nobody cooperated.
Mr Jadhav’s efforts were to no avail. The
deadline given by the court was over and
Mr. Jadhav was unable to collect a single
piece of evidence.

The day of court hearing dawned. Mr
Jadhav put on his police uniform to go to
the court. Before leaving he sat in front of
his Sadguru Bhau Maharaj ( Last seven
years of his life Bhau Maharaj lived with Mr.
Jadhav). Seeing him so stressed out Bhau
Maharaj asked him the cause of his stress.
Mr. Jadhav then explained the matter in
detail to Bhau Maharaj. On hearing this Bhau
closed his eyes and went into a meditative
state and started mumbling something. At
this very moment a garland from the frame
of Sri Sai Baba, which was hung on the wall
where Mr Jadhav was sitting, fell around
his neck. Bhau Maharaj opened his eyes
and blessed Mr Jadhav saying, “ Go and
search the file where it is supposed to be
found. You definitely will find it there. Court
will take no action against you.” Feeling
relieved Mr.Jadhav bowed down to his feet
and immediately rushed to search for the
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evidence.

Mr. Jadhav hastily went to the main
crime branch office. There much to his
astonishment, the officer who was not
cooperating before was transferred to
different office and the officer who took
charge in his place luckily turned out to
be Mr. Jadhav's old friend. Considering
the urgency of the occasion along with
three police constables Mr.Jadhav and
his friend started searching the file in the
record room. They all thoroughly searched
the records of thirty years. After much effort
fortunately they found the required file for
evidence. Everyone was covered in dust
due to search of the file in dusty old records,
still they were smiling with happiness. Their
achievement was really commendable.

Mr. Jadhav ran hurriedly with the
evidence file towards the court. There the
hearing had already started and due to
Jadhav’s absence the court was about to
close the case. Jadhav ran speedily and
handed over the file to his advocate. The
advocate handed it over to the judge. The
evidence proved that forty cases were
registered against Qadri in Mumbai alone.
Based on this evidence against Qdari, the
court pronounced the decision that Mr.
Jadhav is innocent and if evidence is found
to back up the registered cases on Qadri
then he should be arrested.

Mr. Jadhav heaved a sigh of relief and
came running home in extreme happiness
to tell this good news to Bhau Maharaj.
On coming home the first thing he did
was prostrate himself at the feet of Bhau
Maharaj. Bhau Mahara very lovingly picked
him up and listened carefully to the entire
happening. Then he blissfully said to Mr.
Jadhav , “ Saibaba had already blessed you
by putting ‘Vijaymala’ around your neck.
Bow down to him first.” With complete
devotion and reverence Jadhav bowed
down at the feet of Shri Sai Maharaj and
thanked him from the bottom of his heart.

Sai Baba responded with blessings
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to Bhau Maharaj's prayer for Mr Jadhav
because Jadhav was virtuous and was
fighting against evil.

“On request of his ardent devotees.
God has to come promptly to help them.

God has to honor their request,
considering their complete faith in him.”

- Shri Sai Satchcharita

Shri Bhau Maharaj passed away on
the unfortunate day of 26/02/1998. On the
next day i.e. 27/02/1998 funeral procession
was supposed to take the route from Mr.
Jagdish Jadhav’s residence at CBD Belapur
to cemetery in Belapur village.

At Mr. Jadhav's house all the
devotees gathered to bid goodbye to their
beloved sadguru. With heavy hearts and
tear filled eyes, all devotees had Bhau
Maharaj's darshan for the last time. On
completion of the funeral rites which are to
be done at home, the funeral procession
started. Immersed in deep grief, devotees
were accompanying Bhau Maharaj’'s bodily
form. At this time a very senior devotee,
retired lieutenant colonel Jaisingh Savant,
had an extremely astonishing sight. Shri
Sai Baba and Shri Swami Samarth in
their ‘sagun’ form were accompanying
Bhau Maharaj's funeral procession along
with all the devotees. Mr. Savant had this
divine mesmerizing sight till the gate of
the cemetery. Perhaps from there both
of the divines took Bhau Maharaj's pure
and spiritually elevated soul with them to
serve the still higher purpose of it and left
his bodily form for us to do the last rituals.
This phenomenally magnificent visual is
sufficient to show the higher status of Bhau
Maharaj in a metaphysical realm.

Mr Jagdish Jadhav, whom Bhau
Maharaj loved like his own dear son, Bhau
Maharaj’'s widow Smt. Leelavati Walavalkar
(Mai) and Bhau Maharaj's daughter, Sau.
Smita Mhatre, all were terribly missing Bahu
Maharaj’s loving and pleasant presence.

On 10/03/1998, the 13th day of Bhau
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Maharaj’'s sad demise all the devotees
gathered for the ritual done on that day
l.e. ‘Terava’. A huge canopy was built on
a ground near Mr Jadhav's government
residence at CBD Belapur for this occasion.
All the devotees gathered to commemorate
their beloved sadhguru. A stage was built
on one side of the canopy. On completion
of all the due rituals of the 13th day, some
senior devotees were paying their tribute
to the late Bhau Maharaj from the dais. All
the devotees were listening attentively to
the tributary speeches. Everyone present
there was overwhelmed by Bhau Maharaj's
affectionate memories.

Mai, Smita tai, Mr. Jadhav with his wife
were standing at one side of the stage to
listen to the homages paid by the devotees.

Smita tai was feeling distressed
and had some sad thoughts in her mind
regarding her loving and caring father, “
Now to whom shall | reveal my emotions
? With whom shall | discuss and take
advice if needed?” Just then a mahatma-
like person caught Smita tai’s attention. He
was wearing a dull white kurta, lungi and
a turban. He also had a beard and was
carrying a stick in his hand.

Thatpersonwas standingin one corner
of the kitchen which was built at the end of
the canopy. There was only one entrance to
the canopy and that too it was on the other
end of the it. Everyone was surprised to see
him standing there in the kitchen because no
one saw the Mahatma entering the canopy
and walking all the way to the kitchen. Then
The sadhu Mahatma came near tai and
embraced her lovingly and reassuringly. He
was repeatedly pointing towards a photo
of Shri Sai Baba and assured tai saying ,
“| and Sai Baba are one. Don’t you worry.
You can henceforth talk to Sai Baba and
unburden your emotions in front of him.” Tai
felt extremely relieved by this act of his.

Mr. Jadhav honored this Mahatma by

paying obeisance to him. He also offered
lunch to the Mahatma. The Mahatma told
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Mr. Jadhav that he will sit there on a chair
till the program gets over. But to everyone’s
astonishment after some time there was
nobody in that chair. No one saw Mahatma
going out of the canopy and had no idea
how he disappeared.

Perhaps Bhau Maharaj wanted to
teach the devotees a lesson that, ‘ In bodily
form saints may look different but the one
Supreme Consciousness dwells in all of
them.’

He also assured his devotees that he
still, In a subtle form, is capable of protecting
the well-being of his devotees.

In this context | am bound to recollect
and mention Shri Sai Baba’s promise to his
devotees,

“Believe me, though | pass away,
My bones in My tomb will give you hope
and confidence. Not only Myself but My
tomb would be speaking, moving and
communicating with those who would
surrender themselves whole-heartedly
to me. Do not be anxious that | would be
absent from you. You will hear My bones
speaking and discussing your welfare.
But remember Me always, believe in Me
heart and soul and then you will be most
benefited.”

- Shri Sai Satchcharit

Ondocumenting some of the incidents
and experiences of my sadguru Shri Bahu
Maharaj and his family and devotees
relating to Shri Sai Baba, | with whole-
hearted devotion prostrate and surrender
myself and this writing endeavor to Baba’'s
lotus feet.

|| SHRI SAINATHARPANAMASTU ||
|| SHUBHAM BHAVATU ||

— Dr. Kshitija Rane
Mobile : (0)9594020104
E-mail : kshitijal967@gmail.com
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Shri Sal Punyatithi Festival 2023
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Celebrating Punyatithi is a great
blessing. There are millions of devotees of
Shri Sai Baba worldwide. These devotees
come to Shirdi to seek their Sadguru’s
blessings on Sai Punyatithi. The 105"
Punyatithi festival of Shri Sai Baba was
celebrated from Monday, October 23,
2023 to Thursday, October 26, 2023 in an
auspicious and enthusiastic environment.

Kakad Aarati was done at 5.15 a.m.
on Monday, October 23, 2023, the first day
of the festival. After that, at 5.45 a.m. Shri

Sai Baba’'s Photo, the Veena and the holy
Granth ‘Shri Sai Satcharita’ were taken
in a grand procession from the Samadhi
Mandir to Dwarkamai via Gurusthan with
the sounding of cymbal, mridang and other
musical instruments. In this procession,
Shri Siddharam Salimath, Member of
the ad-hoc committee of the Sansthan
and District Collector with the holy book,
Shri Tukaram Hulawale, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan with the
Veena and Shri Rajtilak Bagwe, Incharge
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Administrative Officer and Shri Avinash Purchase department carrying the Photo of
Kulkarni, Incharge Superintendent of the Shri Sai Baba participated. Smt. Pradnya




Mahandule, Administrative Officer, Shri
Annasaheb Pardeshi, Security Officer, Shri
Ramesh Chaudhari, Head of the Temple
department, Shri Tushar Shelke, Public
Relations Officer, priests, employees,
villagers, Sai devotees were present in
large numbers on the occasion. After the
procession reached Dwarkamai, the Akhand
(incessant) Parayan (reading) of the holy
Granth ‘Shri Sai Satcharita’ commenced
with Shri Siddharam Salimath, Member
of the ad-hoc committee of the Sansthan
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and District Collector reading the first
chapter, Shri Tukaram Hulawale, Deputy
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan
the second, Smt. Pradnya Mahandule,
Administrative Officer the third, Shri
Vishwanath Bajaj, Incharge Chief Cashier
the fourth and Dr. Pritam Wadgave, Deputy
Medical Director of the Hospital department
reading the fifth chapter. The holy bath of
Shri Sai Baba was done at 6.30 a.m. After
that “Shirdi Majhe Pandharpur” Aarati was
done and darshan to Sai devotees started.
At 7.25 a.m. Shri Siddharam Salimath,
Member of the ad-hoc committee of the
Sansthan and District Collector performed
the Padyapooja (worship of the holy feet) of
Shri Sai Baba in the Samadhi Mandir.

At 12.30 p.m., the mid-day Aarati of
Shri Sai Baba was done.

At 4 p.m. the Keertan programme of
H.B.P. (HariBhakt Parayan) ShriPrabhanjan
Bhagat was held.

The Dhooparati was done at 6.00 p.m.
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From 7.30 p.m. to 10 p.m., the Bharat  Shirdi was held on the stage of Shri Sai
Natyam programme of Nrityatmi Dance Baba Samadhi Shatabdi (Centenary)
Studio Rhutuja and Pallavi Dhaneshwar, ~Mandap beside the Hanuman temple.
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The audience spontaneously lauded the
programme. The artists of the programme
were felicitated on behalf of the Sansthan.
The palanquin procession was taken out
with the musical instruments at 9.15 p.m. In
this procession, cymbal, lezim, band, drum
troops, Sai devotees and villagers were
present in large numbers. Mandir priests,
Shri Ulhas Walunjkar and Shri Prakash
Bhalerao presented the bharud programme
in front of the palanquin.

After the bharud programme the
Shejarati was done. The Akhand Parayan

of ‘Shri Sai Satcharita’ continued throughout

the night in Dwarkamai.

On Tuesday, October 24, 2023, the
main day of the festival, the Kakad Aarati
was done at5.15 a.m. The Akhand Parayan
of the holy Granth ‘Shri Sai Satcharita’,

was concluded at about 5.45 a.m. After

the Parayan, the Photo of Shri Sai Baba,
‘Shri Sai Satcharita’, the holy Granth and
the Veena was taken out in a procession

from Dwarkamai to the Samadhi Mandir

via Gurusthan with the sounding of cymbal,
mridang and other musical instruments.
Shri Sudhakar Yarlagadda, Chairman of
the Sansthan’s ad-hoc committee and
District and Sessions Judge with the holy
book ‘Shri Sai Satcharita’, Shri Siddharam
Salimath, Member of the ad-hoc committee
of the Sansthan and District Collector with
the Veena and the Chief Executive Officer
of the Sansthan Shri P. Siva Sankar and the
Deputy Chief Executive Office Shri Tukaram
Hulawale Carriying the Photo of Shri Sal
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Baba participated in this procession. Sou.
Malati Yarlagadda, Incharge Administrative
Officer Shri Rajtilak Bagwe, Security
Officer Shri Annasaheb Pardeshi, Head
of the Temple department Shri Ramesh
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Chaudhari, Public Relations Officer Shri
Tushar Shelke, priests, employees, Shirdi
villagers, Sai devotees were present in
large numbers on the occasion.

The holy bath of Shri Sai Baba was
done at 6.15 a.m. After that “Shirdi Majhe
Pandharpur” Aarati was done and darshan
to Sai devotees started. The Padyapooja
(worship of the holy feet) of Shri Sai Baba
was done in the Samadhi Mandir by
the Chairman of the Sansthan’s ad-hoc
committee and the District and Sessions
Judge Shri Sudhakar Yarlagadda and his
wife Sou. Malati Yarlagaddaat7.15a.m. The
worship of the new Flag on the Centenary
Pillar in the Lendibaug was done at 8.00
a.m. by the Chairman of the Sansthan’s ad-
hoc committee and the District and Sessions
Judge Shri Sudhakar Yarlagadda, Member
of the ad-hoc committee of the Sansthan and
District Collector Shri Siddharam Salimath,
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan
Shri P. Siva Sankar and the Deputy Chief
Executive Officer Shri Tukaram Hulawale.
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At 9 a.m. the Bhiksha Jholi (seeking of
alms) procession was taken out the Shirdi
city. In this he Chairman of the Sansthan’s
ad-hoc committee and the District and
Sessions Judge Shri Sudhakar Yarlagadda,
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan Shri
P. Siva Sankar, the Deputy Chief Executive
Officer Shri Tukaram Hulawale, Incharge
Administrative Officer Shri Rajtilak Bagwe,
the Sansthan’s officers, employees, priests,
Shirdi villagers and Sai devotees were
present in large numbers. At 10 a.m. the
Keertan programme of H.B.P. (Hari Bhakt
Parayan) Shri Prabhanjan Bhagat was held.

The Chairman of the Sansthan’s
ad-hoc committee and the District and
Sessions Judge Shri Sudhakar Yarlagadda
and his wife Sou. Malati Yarlagadda and
his wife Sou. Malati Yarlagadda did the
ritual Aradhana worship on the stage in the
Samadhi Mandir.

The mid-day Aarati of Shri Sai Baba
was done at 12.30 p.m.

Crossing the border (Seemolanghan
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ritual) programme was held at the Khandoba
temple at 5 p.m.

The Dhooparati was done at 6 p.m.

From 7.30 p.m. to 10 p.m., the Sai
Bhajan Sandhya programme of Shri
Shailendra Bharati, Malad (East), Mumbai
was held on the stage of Shri Sai Baba
Samadhi Shatabdi (Centenary) Mandap
beside the Hanuman temple. The audience
spontaneously lauded the programme. The
artists of the programme were felicitated
by the Chairman of the Sansthan’s ad-hoc
committee and the District and Sessions
Judge Shri Sudhakar Yarlagadda on behalf
of the Sansthan. The chariot procession
was taken out with the musical instruments
at 9.15 p.m. In this procession, cymbal,
lezim, band, drum troops, Sai devotees and
villagers were present in large numbers.
Mandir priests, Shri Ulhas Walunjkar and
Shri Prakash Bhalerao presented the
bharud programme in front of the chariot.
From 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. the next day, there
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Prime Minister Shr Narsnelra M“ﬂ”@
Shirdi Visit on the concluding day of
Shri Sai Punyatlthl festlval




was a performance of artists on the stage
in front of the Samadhi Mandir. Being the
main day of the festival, the Samadhi Mandir
was kept open for the darshan throughout
the night. Sai devotees in large numbers
availed the benefit of this.

On Wednesday, October 25, 2023,
the third day of the festival, the holy bath of
Shri Sai Baba was done at 5.05 a.m. After
that “Shirdi Majhe Pandharpur” Aarati was
done and darshan to Sai devotees started.
At 7 a.m. the Padyapooja of Shri Sai Baba
was done in the Samadhi Mandir by the
Sansthan’s Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Shri Tukaram Hulawale and his wife Sou.
Jyoti Hulawale.

The noon Aarati was done at 12.10
p.m.

The Keertan programme of H.B.P.
(Hari Bhakt Parayan) Shri Prabhanjan
Bhagat was held from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on
the stage in the Samadhi Mandir.

The Dhooparati was done at 6 p.m.

From 7.30 p.m. to 9.45 p.m., the Sai
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Bhajan Sandhya programme of minstrel
Shri Uttam Ramchandra Gaykar, Waghere,
Dist. Nashik was held on the stage of Shri
Sai Baba Samadhi Shatabdi (Centenary)
Mandap beside the Hanuman temple.
The audience spontaneously lauded the
programme. The artists of the programme
were felicitated on behalf of the Sansthan.
The Shejarati was done at 10 p.m.
On Thursday, October 26, 2023, the
concluding day of the festival, the Kakad
Aarati was done at 5.15 a.m. After that the
holy bath of Shri Sai Baba was done at 5.45
a.m. After that “Shirdi Majhe Pandharpur”
Aaratiwas done and darshanto Saidevotees
started. At 7 a.m. the Padyapooja of Shri Sai
Baba was done in the Samadhi Mandir and
the Rudrabhishek worship at the Gurusthan
by the Sansthan’s Chief Executive Officer
Shri P. Siva Sankar and his wife Sou.
Supriya. The Gopalkala Keertan was
presented by the H.B.P. Shri Prabhanjan
Bhagat at 10 a.m. in the presence of the
Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan Shri Tukaram Hulawale, the
Sansthan’s Officers, employees, Mandir
priests, Sai devotees and vollagers in large
numbers. After the Aarati Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi took the darshan of
Shri Sai Baba in Dwarkamai and Samadhi
Mandir and did the Padya Pooja of Shri Sai
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Baba. After that “Shirdi Majhe Pandharpur”
Aarati was done. Thereafter Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi was felicitated with Shri
Sai’s statue and shawl by the Chairman of
the Sansthan’s ad-hoc committee and the
District and Sessions Judge Shri Sudhakar
Yarlagadda and the Chief Executive Officer
of the Sansthan Shri P. Siva Shankar on
behalf of the Sansthan. The Governor of
Maharashtra state Shri Ramesh Bais, Chief
Minister Shri Eknath Shinde, Deputy Chief
Minister Shri Devendra Phadnavis, Deputy
Chief Minister Shri Ajit Pawar, Guardian
Minister Shri Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil and
BJP state president Shri Chandrashekhar
Bawankule were present on the occasion.
The Dhooparati was done at 6 p.m.

From 7.30 p.m. to 10 p.m., the
‘Avgha Rang Surancha’ programme of Shri
Raghuvir Nar, Mumbai was held on the
stage of Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Shatabdi
(Centenary) Mandap beside the Hanuman
temple. The audience spontaneously
lauded the programme. The artists of the
programme were felicitated on behalf of the
Sansthan.

The Shejarati was done at 10 p.m.

Free tasty food prasad bhojan from
the donations given by the Sai devotees
was given to the Sai devotees in the Shri
Sai Prasadalaya on the occasion of the
Shri Sai Baba Punyatithi festival. Sai
devotees from Bengluru donated an ultra
modern automatic floor unit of Rs. 30 lakhs
50 thousands donated for the Sansthan’s
Shri Sai Prasadalaya. Inauguration of this
unit was done after the worship of it by the
Sansthan’s Chief Executive Officer Shri P.
Siva Sankar. Cleaning, pick outing, flooring
etc. works will be done automatically by this
floor unit. 1000 kgs. floor per hour will be
available through this unit. The unit is made
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as per the code of FSSAI.

In the Bhiksha Jholi programme
organized on the main day of Shri Sai
Baba's Punyatithi, as per traditional
practice, villagers and Sai devotees
donated generously. In this Bhiksha Jholi
programme, about 143 sacks of grains —
wheat, rice, jowar, bajari and jaggery, sugar
and wheat floor, all worth Rs. 4,35,965 and
Rs. 69,421/- in cash, totally Rs. 5,05,386/-,
were obtained.

During the festival period about 2
lakhs Sai devotees took the darshan of Shri
Sai Baba’s Samadhi. Sai devotees availed
the 1,53,450 ladoo prasad and 1,79,600
free bundi prasad packets. 1,76,766 Sai
devotees availed the benefit of the tasty
food as prasad bhojan in free and 47,218
food packets as breakfast.

During the Shri Sai Baba’s Punyatithi
festival attractive floral decorations in
the Samadhi Mandir and its premises,
Dwarkamai, Chavdi and Gurusthan were
done from the donation made by the
philanthropic Sai devotee from Hyderabad
Smt. Renuka Chaudhari and the electric
lighting and the scene of the ‘Shri Ram
Ram Mandir’ at the main gate attracted the
attention of Sai devotees.

All the administrative officers, all head
of departments and employees under the
guidance of the Chairman of the Sansthan’s
ad-hoc committee and the District and
Sessions Judge Shri Sudhakar Yarlagadda,
Member of the ad-hoc committee of
the Sansthan and District Collector Shri
Siddharam Salimath, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan Shri P. Siva Sankar
and the Deputy Chief Executive Officer Shri
Tukaram Hulawale took special efforts for
the successful conduct of the festival.
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