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‘SHRI SAl AND BHAKTI

by e Dl'. V. VII RBD PHI'DU Madras _ i

Thn chief concern of humanlife is how to acquire and preserve
happiness, This is sought for, with persistent endeavour, from
ivarious departments of human activity. But the wonderful inner
path to a supernatural kind of happiness is Bhakti. The various
rahgmun beliefs that men cling to, afford ample: evidence, rngnrdlng
the truth lying behmd thia Bhakti. Such beliefs ought to be true,
qt.hlqp.l nnd amplrmnl too, This, say the elders, makes one realise
tho near pmenua of God's spirit which can be experienced: in
rual:ty and happiness, is the point from whith every efficacious
Bhakti starts, The simplest kind of religious happiness having
the more complex sorts, to veterans in the line, can be derived by
safely banking upon the religious impulses, which have come
down to us traditionally* These in turn make us realise, that God’
is nol: murulru a strict judge, a glur:uus potentate, but the nnlmatins
spirit of this unamlu, beautiful universe; lind and merciful. * This
strengthens one's Bhakti and thus nature that surrounds us, males
the opening of ‘religion, very happy and acceptable. But we see
all around us, with profound regret, the religious struggles of peopls,
as if anqntill_fdr the formation of pur spiritual life. 1

What then is the mysterious factor, that can take away the
sting from these utrugg]un and make our Bhakti, mmpler and easier,
for simple folk to follow and practise ? The answer is Baba = Sri
Sai of Shirdi, who in His Divine manifestation, has taken upon
Himaelf, the task of harmonlsifg our material existence, with the
spiritual development, that we léng for, through the medium of
Bhakti. Heknows the lamentable and miserable, lost and undone
condition of men, in this mundane world, He draws us to Him in
a mysterious way, awarding us some strange experience, healing the
sick and affording solade to the heavy heartéd in a variety of ways,
This further strengthens Bhakti and creates tremendous emotional
religious excitement, in the twinkling of the eye, making us realise,
the complete division between, the old life and the new..
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Strange are the experiences of His devotees and it behoyes
| us to hear and stady them, conscientiously, for they are not mere
1gm=r;lhcd' accounts but conorete instances, Thus we become

converted to a spiritual state, Such cases of strange conversidn
can be narrated indefinitely, but one or two instances mentiohed
here, srs enough to show how real, definite and memorable, our
conversion, can become, With these new converts, Sai Bhakti is
not putting on a new patch of holiness, but holiness is woven into
our state, principles and practices. Thus we become a new fabric,
new men and new creatires. Thus Bhakti inculcated in us by Sai,
give us an appearance of newness beautifying our lives. The
dreadful unreality arid strangeness, in the appearance of the World,
which almost every day baffle us, this ‘flesh being heir to a million
ills, troubles, trials, tribulations and temptations, gradually disappear,
The sense of divine values then gradually increases and becomes more
and more lively and presents moro of inward sureness, which we
have ever missed. Life thus gets altered effectively through
Bhakti. Nature itself is seen altered. There seems to be asit
were n calm sweet cast or appearance or divine glory, in the
environment, in which we are thrust. Thunder and lightning, all the
| Shysical phenomena, the cares and worries of material existence,
all become acceptable, for we are drawn to the golden feet of Sai?
: through the Bhakti, He creates in us.

i These experiences that come to us, through Bakti, make us
; |certainly reslise that life is not transcient but permanent. If
"l further backsliding and rela occur, as they are bound to since
o|the flesh, we are encased in, ‘is weak, let us further and faster cling
to His feet and He surely creates again, stronger links to bind us
;| firmly to His feet, surfendering our individuality, to be guided and
|transformed by Him —our Saviour.

’ Here is something that must further caution us, preventing
tlus from falling into the snares of pseudo-saints, who do come across
s|us, pretending to be Baba's direct or ordained disciples, contri-
JIbuting thus effectively to our fall. Sai Bhakti is an armour that
slcan make us withstand these pitfalls, for He has stated in unambi-
Jguous terms, that wherever, we may be, “Even seven seas away" He
ldraws us to Him and makes us reach the fruits of the religious
lstate, that we have a constant yearning for. Thereis plenty of

reative religious force in man, tending to generate inus a great degree
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of virtue. Though we are steeped in materialism, we realise, ‘I'I'ﬂhlﬂ}
poteritialities of development, for the realiastion of unfathomabl¢
bliss. -Baba through Bhakti makes us do this, while through
Bhakti ‘He softens, conveits and regenarates our irretrievably
hardenied lives, thus grariting us the ‘solace, that we need i
gbundaride,

Mrs. S's son has a temparament full of fire and life. Bdl
perversion set in and he was induced by some unwanted individuals
to marry a girl, not acceptable to the environment in which the
family is placed. Mrs. S, a good child of Baba tried all means of
persuasion, to prevent the son from contracting this alliance. Buk
the boy was adamant. She prayed to Baba, day and night cease.
lessly, oft repeating " Baba will you kindly stop this?.” The day
fixed for the marriage, was Sunday in that week of prayers. On
Saturday, the boy had to go-a shopping and the party was n
readiness to take him. Still Mra. S. continued the prayers. Lo 1 she
found her son prostrate at her feet, asking for forgiveness. promi
sing absolute surrender to the will of the parent, all withina few
houts of lighting the marriage fire. Is this not Grace | Is not Baba
our real, friend and guide | Since then the boy has been converted
and has been clinging on to Baba's divine feet.

Mr. N isa great devotee of Baba. His only son. his one and
only interest in this material existence of his, was decently employed
a thousand miles away from him. But on medical grounds he was
dislodged. He prayerfully appealed to Baba to get his boy re-
employed. This so greatly occupied his thind that he could not but
persist in this demand. One day. look at the kindness of Baba, and
His Divine intercession, in our affairs, he saw a number '76' appea-~

.ring to him as if in a vision. He noted it in his diary not bein&
ablo to know, what that meant for him. On the 76th day, his son
was employed on the same soale and the status quo was restored.
Later he was also transferred to his father's place.

There is something profound in allthis, which creates a seclss
safeguard for us and gives us a prudential guarantes, that if ouw

surrender is conplete to Sri Sai, by our Bhakti, which Me always

characteristically calls ‘love’, we can safely pass the orises of life
and attain spiritual bliss too | J

OM SRI SAL
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B dearagga NS e

/ Shri, B. V. Narasithha Swami
Prbsident All India Sai Satnaj
Clo Sai gudha. Mafluporﬁ. Madras. *

Dear Sir,
In your article on Sai Baba's History, Ch, Il, Birth, parent-

age ( contd.) published on P. 16-17 in Sai Sudha of Noverhber
- 1950 (Vol, II, part 6 ) you have stated as under;-_

“In the case of Baba, as in the case of Kabir, there. seems to
have.been circutncision. But this is naturally to be accounted for by
Baba's being brought up in his very early years by a Fakir-a l"‘m:t‘l
ndmitted by all writers on Baba. As for the fact itself ‘of-circumeci.
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sion, there however seems good reason to congider the evidence as
week, In the first place, circumcision relates to private organs,
j unlike the boring of ears, and people especially like Baba, do not
expuse themselves for examination. When Baba was observed by
a large No: of persons flocking to him, it was long after his 50th
60th year hud' apparently passed, i, o, when his hair had. grown
thdroughly grey and his skin had thoroughly shrunk. With a shru-
fiken skin all over the body, circumcision or no circurncision cannot
be easily, determined, Yet people like Mr. R. B. Purandare, have
positively stated that they noted the presence of circumcision,”

. In this quotation you say in the-beginning that the evidence of
circumoision in Baba's case was weak, but as you go on, you
miake the evidence strong by stating that people like Mr. R. B.
Purandare notéd the presence of ‘circumecision. i

- As it is quite’ important and‘necessary to determine for the
sake of future Shi-Bhaktas whether Sai Baba was a Hindu or
Mohomeddar the evidence of circumcision or otherwise becomes
very relevant. for deciding this question finally authoritatively. So
you are requested to $tate or adduce any evidence to support your:
above statement that people like Mr, R. B. Purandare have posi—
tively stated that they noted the presence of sir¢umcision. :

The question of birth, parentage &c in the case cf sages and
saints is not of much importance, but as Sai Sudha raised this"
question in the case of Sai Baba, now and then, it seems desirable
that this question should be finally considered and settled once
for all.

. An early reply will certainly oblige ete,

© o - ! <
/ The-Editor Sai Sudha, Mylapore, Madras
. Pefr Sir, %

It is, well-known that Sai-Bhakti is . proceeding
apace.in thc. Madras Presidency. Lectires, articles: Kirtads, drama
& cinemas &c are all being used to propogate Sai-Bhakti.

{
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We give two instances from Sai Sudhe;

(1) TheA. L 5, &. President was shown a very
of 1l pages in manuscript in Tamil, purporting to come from Baba
where in Baba is nartating that he was born at Srivaikuntam the
Southern end of Indis, of a Tamil speaking Vaishnavite ladyi ===
that his Father who was living with that lady as man & wife was
an Abdul Sathar Seheb, that in his very yearly years his parents
moved to Shirdi.and he wis continuing his Tamil study, that his
tather — - died in his early infancy, that he got Vairagya and
initiation from some gury, that his mother died -~ some years
later & then he suddenly returned from his wandering tour just to
be present st her death & that thereafter he began his roaming
fakir life &e. Though you have ‘'stated on P. 12-13 of October

1950 No, that this story is wholly uncorroborated and therefore
must be unhesitatingly rejected, Still as you hive given publicity
to it in your esteemed inumz‘al. il-assumes an undesirable importance.

long message

{11)On P. 13 of the same No. you have: given another D?
Baba's life which is also wonderful, It is from a booklet m
English by Rajarshi Bala Sanyasi Himalayas, published by
Parashakti Publishing House Bangalore (I). atcording to this
version Baba was born at9 P. M. on 11-8-1858 of a Guijerati
Brahmin Nandlal and Jumnabai, The parents meta fakir before
Baba’s birth, thaf he took them on 2 Hajand other pilgrimages
and during the coursé of these pilgrimages Baba's mother gave
birth to him at the Jaffa gate at Jerusalem ( Mid-Asia). There they
stayed for some days and returned to India, and stayed at Pathriin
1862. His parents died in 1863 and then Baba himself trudged on
the roadto Brindavan in 1868, There he was deserted by his
companions and was almost famishing with hunger, when his holy
Guru Ramchandra Babaji appeared before him, took him from
{place to place up to the Himalayas and gave him initiation into
Para Sakti Puja and-some mantra, The author Bala Sanyasi was

2 co-disciple of Baba'under the same Guru.
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This is also pseudo-biography according to you, but as publi-
cation to this is given in your important journal, it may assurde an
undesirable importance. $

It is true that we should not attach mnch importance to
the questioh of birth, parentage of great sages & saints, but as
you have raised the question of Sai Baba's birth &c by publishing
pseudo, Biographies’ as detailed above, it has assumed umnece-
ssary importance and we think that in the interests of all Su- '
Bhaktas present & future this question should be nnnsldefed&
determined once for all finally and authoritatively.

Whaiting for an early reply eote

From the Editor of Sai Sudha,

L _/HE A EERE S

To
Shri. D. B. Rane,
105-], Tara Baug.
Love Lane, Mazagaon,
Bombay—10

Dear Sir,
In reply to yours af 16-1-'53, 1 beg to state #

- s — il — s N — S

an fullnwsi-' !

An aythoritative and Ffinal statement of the truthfulness e

o untruth of the following two statements is waated.1 givea Fival

.ﬁml. and unhesitating affirmation that both the statements refetred to @
In your letter are perfectly worthless and unreliable,

Firstly, the long Tamil manuscript givento the A, LS,§

President by the late V. Ganapathy Shastri purports to be a sort ¢

o planchette writing by the ladies of that gentleman’s (V, G.'s) hous

There is not an iota of corroborating evidence for that lot

message and the A, 1. S, S. President therefore consigned it to t

Dust Bin, |f Baba was Tamil-born and read up and spoke Tan



l"—"

\'l-
in his early years, he would have uttered atleast one Tamil word
or referred to South India asonce his home. He néver did this
~even though Madrasi groups like Adilakshmismmal's group
("Ramdasis” ) who are referred to in Sai Satchanddrs, as having {
had the vision of Rama in the body of Sai at Dwarka Mayee
visited him, Dr. Pillai and his brother and friends also were
Madrassis hailing from Nagpur. The President et Adilakshmi’s
- group and Dr. Pillai's brother. Neither these nor any other devo-
tees have hinted that Baba belonged to the extreme South of
' Madras Presidency or knew Tatnil. Baba has referred to his having
visited the Corornandal Coast (see Baba's Charters and sayings).
Secondly, the Rajarishi Balasanyasi "of Hardwar” .is another
utterly unreliable person. MHe looks about 60 or 65 and he admits
his age is about that. 1f Baba lived now, he would be well over ,
100 years of age. This Balasanyasi could never have beena fellow
' disciple of Sri Sai Baba. Sri Sai was known to fame in 1880 and
1882. The Sub-Judge Garde's gurn visited him at Shirdi then and
thought highly of him and asked Shri Garde to visit him (see ¥
Devotees’ Experiences). This Balasanyasi was. either unborn or
was a tiny infant then, Balasanyasi professes to have: visited
Baba during his life time jat Shirdi. No one speaks of this Bala-
srnyasi among the devotees who gave out their. experiences.
This Balasanyasi is an agent for the sale of Bangalore cinema
shares; and persons who met him and dealt with him report
that his words are not reliable,

In spite of all this, this Balasanyasi is spreading faith.in ,
Sai Baba in his own peculiar way. So no furthet attack is made
 him in the Sudha, than the statement that his book is a
sold concoction and utterly lacks confirmatitn, In fact, the
ratemerit of Baba to Mahlsapathy that he was born at Patri Jo
» a dircct contradiction of this Balasanyasi.

Yours sincerely
K. Radhakrishna , ¢
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