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Shirdi Sai Baba bestowed His
Kindness, Mercy, Protection
and Grace on childless-couples!

During Sai Baba's lifetime, the
devotees around Him did notapproach Baba
as a teacher, or as one with a philosophy
too profound. He was so powerful that the
very experience of being in His presence
was itself the teaching. The moment they
went to Him they saw the power, they were
aware of their helplessness, they sought
help and they got it. By getting the help
they also got the message - the message
which some other perfect masters taught
verbally. So every leela, every incident,
every miracle that we see in Baba’s life,
every experience that we read, conveys a
message. Nobody felt any lack that Baba
did not teach, because they were so fulfilled.

Teaching is needed to get that experience
of fulfillment, to get rid of our helplessness.
When that is spontaneously achieved in
Baba’s presence, there is no need of any
other thing.

Shirdi Sai Baba bestowed His
Kindness, Mercy, Protection and Grace on
childless-couples!

We find numerous such cases in Shri
Sai Satcharita, mentioned below :-

Nanded is a city in Maharashtra State,
India. There lived a Parsi mill-contractor and
trader in Nanded. His name was Ruttonji
Shapurji Wadia. (Shri Sai Satcharita,
Chapter 14)
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He had amassed a large amount of
money and had acquired fields and lands.
He had got cattle, horses and conveyances
and was very prosperous. Outwardly,
he looked very happy and contented,
but inwardly, he was not so. Providential
dispensation is such, that no one in this
world is completely happy and contented;
Ruttonji was no exception to this. He
was liberal and charitable, gave food and
clothing to the poor and helped all in various
ways. The people took him to be a good and
happy man, but Ruttonji thought himself
miserable as he had no child. Ruttonji
always brooded on this matter and often
murmured to himself, “Would God be ever
pleased to grant me a son?” He constantly
remained victim of depression and anxiety
that started keeping him in a state of low
mood and aversion to activity. He ceased to
relish even his food. Day and night, he was
enveloped with worry whether he would
ever be blessed with a son. He had a great
regard for Dasganu Maharaj. One day he
opened his heart before him. Dasganu
advised him to go to Shirdi, take Sai Baba’s
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darshan, fall at His Feet and seek His
blessing and pray for child. The idea suited
to Ruttonji. After some days he went to
Shirdi, took Baba’s darshan and fell at His
Feet. Then, he placed a beautiful garland
of flowers around Baba’s neck and offered
Him a basket of fruits. With great respect,
he then sat near Baba, and prayed to Him
saying, “Many persons who find themselves
in difficult situations come to You, and You
relieve them immediately. Hearing this, |
have sought anxiously Your Feet; please,
therefore, do not disappoint me.” Sai Baba
then asked him for dakshina of Rs. 5=00
which Ruttonji immediately offered; but
Baba added, that He had already received
Rs. 3-14-0 from him, and that he should
pay the balance only. Hearing this, Ruttoniji
was rather baffled. He could not make out
what Baba meant. That was the first time,
he thought, that he came to Shirdi and how
was it that Baba said that He had formerly
got Rs. 3-14-0 from him? He could not solve
the mystery. But, he sat at Baba’s Feet and
gave the balance of the dakshina asked for.
He then explained to Baba fully, as to why
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he came and sought His help, and prayed
that Baba should bless him with a son. Baba
was moved and told him not to be worried,
and that that time his bad days were over.
He then gave him udi, placed His hand on
his head and blessed him saying that Allah
(God) would satisfy his heart’s desire.

Then aftertaking Baba’s leave, Ruttoniji
returned to Nanded and told Dasganu
everything that took place at Shirdi, He
said that everything went on well there, that
he got Baba’s darshan and blessing with
prasad, but there was one thing which he
could not understand. Baba said to him that
he had got Rs. 3-14-0 before. Please explain
as to what Baba meant by this remark. He
said to Dasganu, “l never went to Shirdi
before, and how could | give Him the sum
which Baba referred to?” To Dasganu also,
it was a poser, and he pondered much over
it for a long time. Sometime afterwards it
struck him that Ruttonji had received some
days ago a Mahomedan saint, by the
name Moulisaheb, in his house and had
spent some money for his reception. This
Moulisaheb was the coolie-saint who was
highly revered by the people of Nanded.
When Ruttonji decided to go to Shirdi, this
Moulisaheb accidentally came to Ruttonji’s
house. Ruttonji knew him and loved him.
So he gave a small party in his honour.
Dasganu got from Ruttonji the expenditure
incurred in arranging this reception, and
everybody was wonderstruck to see, that
the expenses amounted to exactly Rs.
3-14-0, nothing more, nothing less. They all
came to know, that Baba was Omniscient.
Though He lived in Shirdi, He knew what
happened outside far away from Shirdi. In
fact He knew the past, present and future,
and could identify Himself heart and soul
with anybody. In this particular instance
how He could know the reception given to
Moulisaheb, and the amount spent on the
reception, unless He could identify Himself
with him, and be One with him.

Ruttonji was satisfied with this
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explanation and his faith in Baba was
confirmed and increased. In due time
afterwards, he was blessed with a son and
his joy knew no bounds. It is said that he
had in all 12 issues out of which only four
survived. Thus,

Shirdi Sai Baba bestowed His
Kindness, Mercy, Protection and Grace on
childless-couples!

Sakharam Aurangabadkar was a
resident of Solapur. A long period of 27
years had elapsed, but his wife had borne
him no children. Mrs. Aurangabadkar had
focused her prayers on a number of Gods
and Goddesses for an issue, but was not
successful. She then gave up almost all
hope. With the idea of making a last - ditch
attempt in this matter, she came to Shirdi
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with her step-son Vishwanath and stayed
there for two months. And she started
loving Sai with all her heart, all her soul and
all her strength. Whenever she went to the
Dwarkamai Masjid, she found it jam-packed
with devotees who gathered from different
parts of the country. She was eager to
meet Baba alone, fall at His Feet and open
her heart, and pray for an issue, but she
got no suitable opportunity. Ultimately she
requested Shama to plead with Baba for
her when He was alone. Shama said to her
that Baba’s darbar was open, still he would
try for her and that the Lord might bless her.
He asked her to sit ready with a coconut and
joss sticks on the open courtyard at the time
of Baba’s meals and that when he beckoned
to her, she should come up. One day after
dinner, when Baba went up and took His
seat, Shama signaled to the lady. She came
up, bowed, and presented the coconut and
joss sticks. Baba shook the coconut which
was dry. The kernel within rolled and made
a noise. Baba said, “Shama, this is rolling,
see what it says.” Shama returned, “The
woman prays that a child might be similarly
rolling and quickening in the womb. So give
her the coconut with Your blessings.”

Baba shot back, “Will the coconut give
her any issue? How people are foolish and
fancy such things!”

Shama insisted, “I know the strength
of Your word and blessing. Your word will
give her a string or series of children. You
are wrangling and not giving real blessing.”

The parley went on for a while. Baba
repeatedly ordering to break the coconut,
and Shama pleading for the gift of the
unbroken fruit to the lady. Finally, Baba
yielded and said, “She will have an issue.”
“When?”, asked Shama. “In 12 months”,
was the reply. The coconut was then broken
into two parts - one part was eaten by Baba
and Shama and, the other was given to
Mrs. Aurangabadkar.

Then, Shama, turning up to Mrs.
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Aurangabadkar, said, “Dear madam, you
are a witness to my words. If within 12
months you do not get any issue, | will
break a coconut against this Deva’s head,
and drive Him out of this Masjid. If | fail in
this, | will not call myself Madhav. You will
soon realize the significance of my words.”

Mrs. Aurangabadkar delivered a
son in one year’s time, and the son was
brought to Baba while the infant was still
five months old. Both husband and wife
prostrated themselves before Baba. (Shri
Sai Satcharita, Chapter 36)

Thus, Shirdi Sai Baba bestowed His
Kindness, Mercy, Protection and Grace on
childless-couples!

Devotees of Sai Baba are well aware
that a mention of Damodar Savlaram
Rasane (Damu Anna) was made in the 6"
Chapter of Shri Sai Satcharita, regarding
the celebration of Ram Navami festival
in Shirdi. Damu went to Shirdi about the
year 1895, when the Ram Navami utsav-
celebration began, and from that time he
had been providing an ornamental flag for
that occasion every year. He also fed the
poor and the fakirs that came there for
the festival. He was a very humble man
and began as a poor bangle seller. All his
transactions yielded good profit, and he
soon grew rich. He had everything to make
life happy. Damu Anna had three wives.
But, he had no issue. He consulted many
astrologers, and himself studied astrology
to some extent, and found that as there was
an inauspicious planet in his horoscope,
there was no prospect of any issue to himin
this life. But, he had great faith in Baba, and
left for Shirdi to seek Baba’s blessings for
an issue. But, prior to his arrival at Shirdi,
a parcel of about 300 good mangoes was
received at Shirdi. It was sent from Goa by
one mamlatdar named Rale to Sai Baba.
When it was opened, all the mangoes were
found to be in a good condition. They were
distributed amongst devotees, and only

@



SHRISANLEER

four were retained. Baba said, “These four
fruits are for Damu Anna.” As soon as Damu
came, Baba gave him those four mangoes,
with the instruction, “Do not eat yourself,
but give them to your second wife. This
Amra-leela (mango miracle of 4 mangoes)
will give her four sons and four daughters.”
This was done, and ultimately in due course
it was found that Baba’s words turned out to
be true and not those of the astrologers.

Shirdi Sai Baba bestowed His
Kindness, Mercy, Protection and Grace on
childless-couples!

— Dr. Subodh Agarwal

‘Shirdi Sai Dham’,

29, Tilak Road, Dehra Dun - 248 001,
Uttarakhand.

Mobile : (0)9897202810

E-mail : subodhagarwal27@gmail.com
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... In a burst of affection,
Baba then pinched Madhavrao’s

cheek. Listen then to the
loving  conversation  between
God and His devotee at that

opportune time.

Though Madhavrao was full
of humility, he feigned anger and
jokingly said to Baba, “Is this
behaviour good?

We do not want such a
mischievous God Who pinches our
cheek with such force! Are we so
awed by You? Is this the fruit of
intimacy?”

Then Baba replied, “Have I
ever touched you in all the seventy-
two generations? Do you ever
remember such an occasion?”

To which Madhavrao said, “We
want such a God Who always gives
us wonderful and novel sweets to
eat when we are hungry.

We do not want Your respect
nor a divine vehicle to attain the
heavens. Give me only the boon of
having faith at Your Feet.”

Then Baba started to speak -
“Yes, indeed, I have come for that
and that is why I started giving you
food and got fondly attached to

29

you.

Shri Sai Satcharita Chapter 36
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Publications Section

Shri Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi

Sansthan’s this year’s (2021) diary is published in Marathi/
Hindi, English and Telugu languages separately. Total 27 QR
CODES are given in this diary. If the devout-devotees scan
the QR CODE on google, they will get there the information
along with images of the related department through video
clip. Detail information of all the festivals, religious and other
programmes celebrated by the Sansthan is included in the diary.
Apart from this, detail information regarding the accommodation
rooms for the devout-devotees run by the Sansthan, Sansthan
publications, photos, online donation, accommodation, darshan/
aarati booking is also included in the diary. Reasonable price
Rs. 70/- per copy only
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The Shri Saibaba Sansthan Trust,
Shirdi, having started the production of
ladoo-prasad following all the rules and
guidelines related to COVID-19, have
started distributing 1 boondi-ladoo weighing
about 50 gms free as prasad to the devout-
devotees coming for the darshan in the
darshan line after the darshan.

~
Shirdi News
¢ Public Relations Office 3
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi
- Translated from Marathi into English by
Vishwarath Nayar
E-mail : vishwarathnayar@gmail.com
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The Sansthan sells boondi-ladoo
made in pure ghee and containing raisins,
cashew nut, almond as prasad to the
devout-devotees coming to the Shri Sai
Baba shrine in Shirdi since 1990 on the
lines of the Tirupati Devasthan. Similarly,
the devout-devotees coming for the darshan
of Shri Sai Baba were being distributed 50
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gms of loose boondi as prasad, free, in the
darshan line from August 15, 2013. The Shri
Sai Baba’s Samadhi Mandir was closed
for the darshan to the devout-devotees
since March 17, 2020, in the wake of the
lockdown announced by the government,
as a preventive measure due to the corona-
virus crisis worldwide, nationwide and in the
state. Hence, the sale of paid ladoo-prasad
packets and the distribution of free boondi
prasad packet in the darshan line, were
completely stopped.

On November 14, 2020, as per the
state government notification the Samadhi
Mandir of Shri Sai Baba was opened for the
darshan to the devout-devotees subject to
some terms/conditions from November 16,
2020. Similarly, the production of /adoo-
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prasad on an experimental basis has been
started, following all the rules and guiding
directives related to COVID-19. Accordingly,
devotees coming for the darshan of Shri
Sai Baba’s Samadhi from Saturday, March
6, 2021, are being distributed a packet of
1 boondi-ladoo weighing about 50 gms as
prasad after the darshan, instead of a packet
of loose boondi packet as prasad. These
ladoos, being made very scientifically,
devotees should consume it immediately
as prasad within 24 hours.

Presently, the boondi-ladoo in the form
of prasad distributed free in the darshan line
being made in an improved way, devotees
wait for it for a prolonged period and was in
demand.

Q00
NEW 10-BEDS STATE-OF-THE-ART
INTENSIVE CARE UNIT STARTED...

Work on the third floor of the Shri

Saibaba Sansthan Trust,

Shirdi's Shri



Sainath Hospital having been completed,
philanthropist Sai devotee, Shri Haresh
Uttamchandani donated various equipment
worth Rs. 1,43,98,164/- for the Intensive
Care Unit erected at this place. This new
state-of-the-art Intensive Care Unit was
handed over and inaugurated by Shri
Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive Officer of
the Sansthan.

Shri Ravindra Thakare, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Shri
Babasaheb Ghorpade, Chief Accounts
Officer, Dr. Jaikishan Mordani and Shri
Bhushan Shah, Donor Sai devotees,
Dr. Akash Kisave and Shri Dilip Ugale,
Administrative  Officers, Dr.  Maithili
Pitambare, Medical Superintendent of Shri
Sainath Hospital, Dr. Pourwal, Dr. Kadu
and Dr. Tambe, Medical Officers, male and
female nurses and employees were present
on the occasion.

As the number of beds in the Shri
Sainath Hospital was falling short for
patients, the construction work of the third
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floor in the hospital building was taken
up. Also, since 2015 the work of erecting
additional 1.C.U.s at this place was
proposed. That was approved also. Now,
the work of the third floor of the hospital
building having been completed, a total of
300 beds will be available in this hospital.
Similarly, the new ultra-modern Intensive
Care Unit of 10 beds has also been erected
here. Philanthropist Sai devotee of Mumbai,
Shri Haresh Uttamchandani donated beds,
ventilators, monitors and other equipment
worth Rs. 1,43,98,164/- for this Intensive
Care Unit. Similarly, Shri Bhushan Shah,
on behalf of Qualisurge Surgicals of Pune
donated beds, mattresses and lockers
costing Rs. 5,75,000/- for the newly erected
ward at this place.

Prior to this, the intensive care beds
falling short compelled the shifting of many
patients to other hospitals. Now, with the
newly erected facilityy, more and more
patients will be benefitted.
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COUVID UVacccnation Centre Stanted
at the Sawstthan o Sac Dhbanmactiala...

The COVID vaccination centre having
started at the Sai Dharmashala of the Shri
Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi, for the
people above 45 years of age with various
morbidities and all the people above 60
years of age, this COVID vaccination centre
was inaugurated by Shri Kanhuraj Bagate,
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan.

Shri Ravindra Thakare, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Shri
Babasaheb Ghorpade, Chief Accounts
Officer, Dr. Akash Kisave and Shri Dilip
Ugale, Administrative Officers, Dr. Maithili
Pitambare, Medical Superintendent of Shri
Sainath Hospital, medical officers, male
and female nurses and employees were
present on the occasion.

Having started the COVID vaccination

centre for the people in Shirdi and the region
above 45 years afflicted with diabetes, blood
pressure, heart and other ailments and
all the people above 60 years of age, the
Sansthan has appealed to those desirous
of this COVID vaccination to register their
names at this COVID vaccination centre.
This vaccination is being provided at the
government approved rate of Rs. 250/. Also,
the government has permitted vaccinating
100 people every day.

Hence, Shri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief
Executive officer of the Sansthan has
appealed that maximum number of people
register their names in advance at this
COVID vaccination centre and avail the
benefit of the vaccination on the date and
time allocated to them.
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83 Saplings of Tulsi and
Other Trees Distributed...

Commemorating Women’s  Day
and coincidently the 53 birthday of Shri
Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive Officer
of the Sansthan, Shri Kanhuraj Bagate
distributed 53 saplings of Tulsi and other
trees to the women employees in the Shri
Sai Prasadalaya.

Shri Ravindra Thakare, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Shri
Babasaheb Ghorpade, Chief Accounts
Officer, Dr. Akash Kisave and Shri Dilip
Ugale, Administrative Officers, Dr. Maithili
Pitambare, Medical Superintendent of Shri
Sainath Hospital, Shri Pardeshi, Assistant
Police Inspector, Shri Vishnu Thorat, Chief
of the Shri Sai Prasadalaya department and
employees were present on the occasion.

Commemorating the 53 birthday
of Shri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan and Women’s Day,
this programme was organized under the

leadership of Shri Vishnu Thorat, Chief of
the Shri Sai Prasadalaya department. The
women employees wished Shri Kanhuraj
Bagate on this occasion of his birthday.
Shri Bhausaheb Thorat, Shri Ravindra
Chaudhary, Shri Ramesh Gondkar,
along with the employees of the Shri Sai
Prasadalaya department participated in
this.
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SALE OF BOONDI-LADOO PACKETS AS
PRASAD COMMENCES...

The Shri Saibaba Sansthan Trust,
Shirdi, having started the sale of boondi-
ladoo packets as prasad from March 20,
2021 for the devout-devotees coming for
Shri Sai Baba’s darshan, have started the
sale counters for this at the gate no. 4 and
at the Sai Complex beside the Hanuman
temple.

The Shri Sai Baba Sansthan sells
boondi-ladoos in the form of prasad made
in pure ghee and containing raisins,
cashew nut, almond, cardamom to the
devout-devotees coming to the Shri Sai
Baba shrine in Shirdi since 1990 on the
lines of the Tirupati Devasthan. The Shri
Sai Baba’s Samadhi Mandir was closed
for the darshan to the devout-devotees
since March 17, 2020, in the wake of the
lockdown announced by the government,
as a preventive measure due to the corona-
virus crisis worldwide, nationwide and in the
state. Hence, the sale of paid ladoo-prasad
packets was completely stopped.

On November 14, 2020, as per the
state government notification the Samadhi
Mandir of Shri Sai Baba was opened for the
darshan to the devout-devotees subject to
some terms/conditions from November 16,
2020. Similarly, the production of /adoo-
prasad on an experimental basis having
been re-started, following all the rules and
guiding directives related to COVID-19,
devotees coming for the darshan of Shri
Sai Baba’s Samadhi from Saturday, March
6, 2021, are being distributed a packet of 1
boondi-ladoo, each weighing about 50 gms
as prasad, after the darshan in the darshan
line, free of cost.

Now, since Sai devotees have been
demanding, the sale of /adoo-prasad has
also commenced from March 20, 2021. A
packet containing 3 /adoos is being sold on
a no profit — no loss basis for Rs. 25/-. For

this, the sale counters have been started
at the gate no. 4 and at the Sai Complex
beside the Hanuman temple. These ladoos,
being prepared daily and kept for sale,
devotees can buy it on that particular day
till the availability of the same.

These ladoos, being made very
scientifically, devotees should consume
it immediately as prasad within 24 hours.
Devotees await this boondi-ladoo in the
form of prasad, for a long period and was
in demand too.
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Shri Ram Navami Festival — 2021

The Ram Navami festival was started
in Shirdi in 1911 during the incarnation
period of Shri Sai Baba, due to the Urus.
Since then, the Ram Navami journey
continued uninterrupted. However, last
year and this year from Tuesday, April 20,
2021 to Thursday, April 22, 2021 due to the
spread of the corona-virus and considering
the tradition of the festival, the religious
programmes were conducted by the officers
and employees of the Sansthan, in a simple
way.

Kakad Aarati was done in the morning
on Tuesday, April 20, 2021, the first day of
the festival at 4.30 a.m. After the Kakad
Aarati, the Shobhayatra of Shri Sai Baba’s
Portrait, the holy Granth ‘Shri Sai Satcharita’
and the Veena was taken from the Shri
Sai Samadhi Mandir to Dwarkamai. The

Sansthan, Shri Ravindra Thakare holding
the Veena, the Chief Accounts Officer, Shri
Babasaheb Ghorpade with the holy Granth
‘Shri Sai Satcharita’, and the Administrative
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Medical Director, Dr. Pritam Vadgave with
the Portrait of Shri Sai Baba joined the
Shobhayatra. Sou. Vaishali Thakare, the
Temple Chief Shri Ramesh Choudhary,
Security Officer and Police Sub-Inspector
Shri Annasaheb Pardeshi and the temple
priests were present on the occasion. After
the Shobhayatra reached Dwarkamai,
the Akhand (non-stop) Parayan (reading)
of the holy Granth ‘Shri Sai Satcharita’
commenced. In this, the In-charge Medical
Director of the Sansthan, Dr. Pritam
Vadgave read the first chapter, Medical

Officer, Dr. Prafull Porwal read the second,
the Deputy Engineer, Shri Dinkar Desai
read the third, Medical Officer Dr. Deoram
Tambe read the fourth and Medical Officer
Smt. Sarika Gadekar read the fifth chapter.

The holy bath of Shri Sai Baba and the
Aarati ‘Shirdi Majhe Pandharpur’ were done
at 5.20 a.m. The ritualistic worship of Shri
Sai Baba’s Feet was done by the Deputy
Executive Engineer, Shri Raghunath Aher
and his wife, in the Sai Samadhi Mandir at
6.10 a.m.

The Mahyan Aarati Shri Sai Baba was
done at 12.30 p.m. The programme of
kirtan by the temple employee, Shri Kishore
Sasavde was held from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

The Dhoop Aarati was done at 6.30
p.m.

The Shej Aarati was done at 10.30 p.m.
Dwarkamai was kept open throughout the
night from inside, for the non-stop reading
of Shri Sai Satcharita.



GHRI BRI LSELA May-June 2021

On Wednesday, April 21,2021, the main day of the festival, the Kakad Aaati
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was done at4.30 a.m. After that, the Akhand  ‘Shri Sai Satcharita’, holy Granth and the
Parayan was completed. Thereafter the Veena was taken out from Dwarkamai via

Gurusthan. The In-charge Chief Executive
| :
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Thakare holding the Veena, the Deputy
Executive Engineer, Shri Raghunath Aher
with the holy Granth ‘Shri Sai Satcharita’
and the Medical Officers, Dr. Ram Naik
and Dr. Avinash Jadhavar with the Portrait
of Shri Sai Baba joined the Shobhayatra.
Sou. Vaishali Thakare, the Temple Chief
Shri Ramesh Chaudhari, Security Officer
and Police Sub-Inspector Shri Annasaheb

May-June 2021

Pardeshi and the temple priests were
present on the occasion. The holy bath of
Shri Sai Baba and the Aarati ‘Shirdi Majhe
Pandharpur’ were done at 5.20 a.m. The
ritualistic worship of Shri Sai Baba’s Feet
was done by the In-charge Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan, Shri Ravindra
Thakare and his wife Sou. Vaishali Thakare,
in the Sai Samadhi Mandir at 6.20 a.m.

At 9 a.m., the ritual worship of the Shri
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Sai Baba Samadhi centenary pillar’s flag
in Lendi garden and the sack of wheat in
Dwarkamai was performed by the In-charge
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan,
Shri Ravindra Thakare and his wife Sou.
Vaishali Thakare. The Temple Chief, Shri
Ramesh Chaudhary and the priests were
present on the occasion. At 10 a.m. Shri
Sambhaji Turkane, an employee of the
temple presented kirtan in the Samadhi
Mandir on the birth of Shri Ram.

After the kirtan, at 12 noon, the festival

In-charge Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan, Shri Ravindra Thakare and
his wife Sou. Vaishali Thakare. The Chief
Accounts Officer of the Sansthan, Shri
Babasaheb Ghorpade, the Temple Chief,
Shri Ramesh Chaudhari and priests were
present on the occasion.

At 12.30 p.m. the Madhyan Aarati of
Shri Sai Baba was done. At 4.15 p.m. the
worship of the insignia having been done in
the Samadhi Mandir by the Temple Chief,
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Shri Ramesh Chaudhari, the insignia on
Dwarkamai was changed by the employees
of the Sansthan.

The Dhoop Aarati of Shri Sai Baba was
done at 6.30 p.m.

At9.10 p.m., as per the tradition, having
accepted the materials for the ‘Sandal’
worship brought by the Muslim fraternity,
the worship-offering of these were done
traditionally in the Samadhi mandir. The
Shej Aarati of Shri Sai Baba was done at
10.30 p.m.
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On Thursday, April 22, 2021, the
concluding day of the festival, the Kakad
Aarati was done at 4.30 a.m. After that the
holy bath of Shri Sai Baba and the Aarati
‘Shirdi Majhe Pandharpur’ were done at
5.20 a.m.

At 6 a.m. the Padyapooja (worship
of the Feet) of Shri Sai Baba was ritually
done by Shri Babasaheb Ghorpade, Chief
Accounts Officer of the Sansthan and his
wife Sou. Pratiksha Ghorpade, in the Shri
Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir. At 6.30 a.m.
Rudra Abhishek worship was
performed at the Gurusthan
by Shri Ravindra Thakare, In-
% charge Chief Executive Officer of
| the Sansthan and his wife Sou.
~ | Vaishali Thakare. Shri Ramesh
| Chaudhary, Temple Chief and
the priests were present on
the occasion. At 10 a.m. the
programme of Gopal kala kirtan
by Shri Sambhaji Turkane, an
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employee of the temple, was held. After
the kirtan, the ‘dahi-handi’ (pot of curd)
was broken by Shri Babasaheb Ghorpade,
Chief Accounts Officer of the Sansthan in
the Samadhi Mandir. Shri Raghunath Aher,
Deputy Executive Engineer, ShriAnnasaheb
Pardeshi, Security Officer and Police Sub-
Inspector, Shri Ramesh Chaudhari, Temple
Chief and the priests were present on the
occasion.

At 12.10 p.m. the Madhyan Aarati of
Shri Sai Baba was done.

The Dhoop Aarati of Shri Sai Baba was
done at 6.30 p.m.

The Shej Aarati of Shri Sai Baba was
done at 10.30 p.m.

12 artists of Jeevan Kaushalya Art of
Parbhani drew a grand rangoli of Shri Ram
and Shri Sai Baba in front of the entry gate
no. 4 in the temple premises for this year’s
festival. Along with this, these artists drew
4 rangolis that included 1 rangoli of about
900 feet (39 X 24) and 3 rangolis of 4 ft.
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X 3 ft. Shr| Dnyaneshwar Apparao Barve

Sou. Sanjana Umesh Lakare (formerly
Jyoti Arun Mehere), Kumari Kanchan Anil
Talekar, Kumari Sneha Prabhakar Bidve,
Shri Yogesh Prasadrao Magar, Shri Gopal
Balasaheb Wadvale, Shri Pradeep Arjunrao
Mekewad, Shri Prakash Narayan Barbind,
Shri Pradyumna Madhukar Umrikar along
with Sou. Kalyani Mahendra Kusale, Shri
Ajay Bansilal Mehere and Shri Umesh
Radhakisan Lakareya — these artistes toiled
for 40 hours for these. These artistes were
felicitated on behalf of the Sansthan by Shri
RavindraThakare, In-charge ChiefExecutive
Officer, Shri Babasaheb Ghorpade, Chief
Accounts Officer and Shri Annasaheb
Pardeshi, Security Officer and Police Sub-
Inspector. Also, Shri Nilesh Narode of
Shingve, Kopargaon taluka, Messrs. Om
Sai Electrical Decorators did attractive
electric lighting as donation in the temple
and its premises for the festival. And,
attractive floral decorations were made

(Contd. on page 34)
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Inauguration of
Oxygen Generation Project and
Functioning of RT-PCR Test Lab

Shri. Uddhav Thackeray, Chief
Minister of Maharashtra and Shri Ajit Pawar,
Deputy Chief Minister, inaugurated online
the Oxygen Generation Project, erected
from the donations made by the Reliance
Foundation and Shri K. V. Ramani, in the
hospital run by the Shri Saibaba Sansthan
Trust, Shirdi and the functioning of the RT-
PCR Test Lab.

This online inauguration  was
organized on Tuesday, May 18, 2021 in the
afternoon at 12.15 p.m. through a Zoom
meeting at the Sansthan’s Sai meeting hall.
Shri Balasaheb Thorat, Revenue Minister
of the State, Shri Hasan Mushrif, Rural
DevelopmentMinisterand Guardian Minister
of Ahmednagar District, Shri Rajesh Tope,
Public Health Minister, Shri Shankarrao

Gadakh, Water Resource Minister, Shri
Prajakt Tanpure, Minister of State, Shri
Sitaram Kunte, Chief Secretary of the State,
Smt. Rajashri Ghule, Chairperson of the
District Council, Legislators Shri Ashutosh
Kale, Shri Lahu Kanade and Shri Rohit
Pawar, Shri Radhakrishna Game, Divisional
Commissioner, Dr. Rajendra Bhosale,
Collector, Shri K. V. Ramani, Donor Sai
Devotee and Office Bearers of the Reliance
Foundation were among the dignitaries
present online on the occasion. And, Shri
Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive Officer
of the Sansthan, Shri Sadashiv Lokhande,
Member of Parliament representing the
Shirdi Lok Sabha constituency, Shri
Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil, Legislator, Shri
Govind Shinde, Prant Officer, Shri Shivaji
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Gondkar, Chairman of the Shirdi Municipal
Council, Shri Ravindra Thakare, Deputy
Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan,
Shri Babasaheb Ghorpade, Chief Accounts
Officer, Dr. Akash Kisave, Administrative
Officer, ShriRaghunath Aher, ChiefEngineer
of the Public Works Department, Dr. Pritam
Vadgave, In-charge Medical Director of Shri
Sai Baba Hospital, Dr. Maithili Pitambare,
Superintendent of Shri Sainath Hospital
and employees were present in the meeting
hall.

In his introductory address at the
programme, Shri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan stated
thatinthe background of COVID-19, the Shri
Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi managed
Shri Sai Baba Super Speciality Hospital and
Shri Sainath Hospital, Shirdi, under their
authority as per the government’s directive
runs the 1) CCC, 2) DCHC and 3) DCH. The
Sansthan has treated about 6,900 people
with the above COVID-19 symptoms and
asymptomatic patients since March 18,
2020. Having utilized the infrastructure and
man-power of the Sansthan for this, people
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deriving service from that, succeeded
in gaining control over COVID-19. Also,
presently since the spread of COVID-19 is
on the rise since March, 2021, the Sansthan
has been persistently striving to overcome
that and provide the much-needed facilities
and services.

Currently in the second wave of
corona, the shortage of oxygen cylinders
for corona patients is being felt on a large
scale. For this an Oxygen Generation
Project has been erected from the
donations of Rs. 1,88,80,000/- by Shri Anant
Ambani of the Reliance Foundation and Rs.
44,94,000/- by philanthropic Sai devotee,
Shri K. V. Ramani, in all amounting to Rs.
2,33,74,000/- and an RT-PCR Lab by the
Sansthan at the Shri Saibaba Sansthan’s
hospital. Oxygen being produced from air
through this project, the plant’s capacity
being 1200 LPM (Litres Per Minute), oxygen
supply will be made to 300 beds in the Shri
Sainath Hospital through that. The said
project being environment-friendly, it will
be functional 24 hours. Also, testing is the
only option to find out if a person has been
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infected with corona. If this test result is
obtained soon, then it will help in the efforts
to curb the increasing spread caused by it.
Various tests are available for this. RT-PCR
test can reliably detect the corona infection.
In this the swab of the individual from the
nose and throat is investigated. Hence, the
patient’s diagnosis is done quickly and the
treatment can be commenced immediately.
These two projects will thus provide the
benefit of health services on a large scale
to patients in Shirdi and the surrounding
regions. Also, many people’s lives can be
saved too.

The Chief Minister, Shri Uddhav
Thackeray stated on the occasion,
“‘Maharashtra is a land of Saints. The
legacy of the Saints of helping has been
carried forward by many. In that, the legacy
of Shri Sai Baba’s helping hand to the poor
and downtrodden has been preserved by
the Shri Saibaba Sansthan. This is evident
even today from the activities carried out
by Shri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan. Also, prior to this
in the first wave of the corona-virus, Shri
Saibaba Sansthan had contributed Rs. 51
crores to the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.
The corona-virus crisis in the State is huge.
In this, many individuals coming forward
to help, the government too is making
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stringent efforts. Patients will get great
benefit from the Oxygen Generation Project
and the RT-PCR Test Lab set up by the
Sansthan. Having confronted the first wave
of the corona-virus, the second wave being
ongoing, in this a huge shortage of health
service is being felt. The government has
set up health services on a large scale at
such a time, and this work is going on even
now. Even after the spread of the corona-
virus ends, the corona tests will have to be
generally continued for many years.”

Also, the work done by the Sansthan
during the corona pandemic being
commendable, if other religious places
also emulate this work, a massive health
service could be erected, stating so the
Chief Minister, Shri Uddhav Thackeray
thanking the philanthropic Sai devotees
who contributed for both the projects,
wished them for their good health and
further progress.

Deputy Chief Minister of the State,
Sri Ajitdada Pawar, Revenue Minister, Shri
Balasaheb Thorat, Rural Development
Minister and Guardian Minister of
Ahmednagar District, Shri Hasan Mushrif
and Chief Secretary Shri Sitaram Kunte
expressing their thoughts on the occasion
thanked the Shri Saibaba Sansthan for the
work done during the corona crisis

Q00O

(Contd. from page 31)

in the Samadhi Mandir and its premises
from the donation by the philanthropic Sai
devotee Shri B. S. Aamli of Hubli, Karnataka
State.

Under the guidance of Shri Ravindra
Thakare, In-charge Chief Executive Officer
ofthe Sansthan, ShriBabasaheb Ghorpade,
Chief Acconts Officer, Shri Annasaheb

Pardeshi, Security Officer and Police Sub-
Inspector, all administrative officers, all
head of departments and employees took
special efforts for the successful conduct of
the Shri Ram Navami festival in a simple
manner as per the tradition-custom in the
wake of the corona-virus.
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