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TO THE MEMORY

OF MY BELOYED DAUGHTER

KAVERI BAI

WITH PARENTAL AFFECTION AND LOVE,

IS INSCRIBED

THE FOLLOWING WORK, WHICH WAS FIRST UNDERTAEEN

FOR HER INSTRUCTION, BUT WHICH SHE WAS NOT

SFARED TO SEE FINISHED.



INTRODUCTION.

jtis n source of grent pleasate to me o jatredace 0 the
potice of the Europesn Otiental scholars, whose indefatigable
{abours in laying open the mines of the Leatning and the
farfamed Wisdom of the East, ate worthy of the first nation
of the earth, the following little poem of the celebrated
Marathi poet Moropant of Baramati, entitled the ‘Kelawali*
or the *Cries of the Peacock’s* which, from ils pure
and sublime direction, and the masic of its rhymes and
tions, for which our poet is peculiarly distinguished
from & host of other poets of the Maharashtra, bas obtained
nearly the same renown as the » Paradise Lost " and the

u Paradise Regained * of the immottal Milton in England.

{s said to have been born in the year 1729 A. D.
and to have died in 1794, His father Ramaji Pant was a mem-
ber of the Karhada subdivision of the Maharashtra Brahman
caste, who first served the Raja of Kolhapur at the fort of Pan-
hala, in the humble capacity of a karkun or clerk, and subse.
quently Panderang Row, the then Jahagirdar of Baramatiin
the same capacity. Our poet, who, in his youth had applied
bimself to the acquisition of the Sanskrit language and litera-

e

*Thig epithet is not adopted from any referenco to the beanty or
display of the poscock, or from the nataral pecaliarity of ita utterance,
pat from -the popular . belief, or rather poetical conception, of the
Hiodos, that the bird has a natoral predilection for the dark raing
clonds, which from. théir bountifu) and refreshing natare ( cooling the
dry and parched surface of tho earth, and making iv fertile), are
sopposed to inspire the bird with raptures of delight as apprent from its
continnous responses, joyful dance, and fond display of its rich and
beautiful plamage, particularly at the commencement of the rainy season.
The clonds again are compared to the bounty and benevolence of the
Deity. Now the post imagining himself to be the peacock, as his own
mame (Magura in Senskrit and Afora in Marathi, a peacock. ) suggests,
happily calls bis prayers and supplioations addressed to the Deity, and
forming the theme of the present poem; .as the ﬂ;iunrlmnl
that bird, besooching the  oloude-like bountiful Deity to_pour  dowp
His morcies upon him, .. 8 ) o N

.
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ture :allv of the classics, gave early proofs of his geniug
as i.;pt':i.' :nyu?'din:r;l merit. Considering the high ;u:pa.;t
in which the knowledge of the Vedas, and Shastras, an tﬂ : :hu
Sanskrit language in general, was then held n.t the Court of the
Peshwas, the then potentiate Hindu Power in }ﬁnduntan;u:td
a priori the source of distinction, emoluments, an‘-:l l:amn, .
ambition of the Hindu literati throughout India, it redounds
no little iu his fame, and [ should add, to no small libzrality of
sentiment on the part of our Brahman poet, to have duvnt{d
his life to the instruction and cnlightrfmnt of the mass of hig
countrymen, through the medium of their own vernacular tongue
by opening to them a part of the treasure, or I may better,
express it, by serving up to them the intellectual food, a!ua_d.y
prepared in the Sanskrit language, and thus to hﬂ:u m?ntnhutud
in no small degree to the improvement and r.:ultwatmn' of the
Vernacular Literature of his country, Of all the Marathi poets,
and it cannot be concealed that poets are the only authors in
India, Moropant is perhaps the most voluminious who has. left
his works behind him in a correct state of preservation. His
fayourite metre is the arya, in which he has rendered nearly
the whole of the Mahabharat, and the Bhagavat, as wellas
given copious Extracts from various other Puranas and Maha.
tmyas. Besides, he has written short panegyrics on all the
modern poets and 'saints known in the Dakhan. To this mass
of writings 'in the arya metre alone, must be added his ons
hundred and 'eight Ramayanas, which are said to be more or
less enlarged in form, and composed in a variety of metres,
with all the poetical skill which an ingenious mind can

conceive and accomplish. Add to this a large number of songs
in different stanzas.

From the above statement, it can be easily inferred that
the following little poem, which I have edited, and on which
[ have commented, is but an infinitesimal portion of the great
mass of the wrilings which Moropant has left behind. But
though small, this poem—the ““Cries of the Peacock, has been
selected as one of the best and fairest samples which can
testify to the poetical talents of our author. The purity and
grandeur of its style, the poetical beauty and music of ité
rhymes, and above all these the felicity of its theme (being the
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i and his
ise of the Deity, though in the form of mahl::iatinn for
4 ted incarnations) are among its chief :a:umm; P
g sent selection. It can hardly be expected tha o
:::-i::ninthu vernacular by & Sanskrit Pandit of the 1?1 i
the last Peshwas, in imitation nn_d on the mndudl ;m"
sublimity of the Sanskrit poetrY, rich in high words an dp & th;
will be ever quite intelligible to tha_ populace, anh =
nerality of students in this country, w:th?ut a paraphrase aﬂ
::planaﬂﬂn of the original text. Expnna_m:n has pl.':rfﬂ: y
satished me that even among the Sanskrit scholars in t!:n.-.
country, few can pretend to the full and easy nt:_nmprah?nsmn
of this little poem without mental eflorts of no ordinary kind.

1 sincerely trust that the work now edited, and r:npic:usly
commented on, (with numerous annotations and illustrations)
will prove a source of such palatable instructions as the people
of the old school, who form the bulk of the reading population
would, I fancy, heartily relish, and thereby may induce, what
is sadly wanted, a taste for reading among them; and that in
the hands of the young and aspiring students, it may prove a
help also for facilitating the comprehension cf the great body
of the poetical compositions of Moropant, and other Marathi
poets of his standard. A careful study of the work will also,
I feel confident, gave the way for the acquisition of the
Sanskrit language, a knowledge of which is now rightly, deemed
to be an essential part of our University education for ‘the
Hindus. :

In my preliminary observations which preface this work

I have endeavoured to give a short account of the life of our

poet, such as I could glean in Bombay, with a rapid sketch of

all his principal works, embracing a dissertation on his merit
as a poet, |

The Efst and original object which actuated me to take up
my pen In writing a commentry on this Marathi poem and
that also in the verbose form in which it now appears, was

the domestic instruction of m i i
Yy own chil
of my most beloved and la P i e

mented d i i
A, i S aughter, Kaveri Bai, the

: _ d just finished the little course of
education available in the Female school established by the
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i y influential and most worthy native fellg,
mtlijﬂ:];ﬂli' Jagannath Shankershet, and who way
subsequently placed, under the tution of my kind and revers
fiends Dr. and Mrs. Wilson to begin with such a course o
instroction as might benefit an English girl of her age ang
n in life.  But her who gave early.proofs of great promis,

and who was the source of great comfort and consolation ¢
.;m it pleased our Heavenly Father to remove {'%l
this world before the work, first undertaken for her instruction,

was brought to completion. = under the circumstances  of ﬂl’u!
bereavement, which is so closely associated with the prepara,
tion of this volume, my .parental affection cannot now see |
a better and more consolatory course for my afflicted feelingy
than to dedicate the sime though now fit more to be read by|
the learned of my ' countrymen than by young school-going
people, to'the memory of her who was the occasion of its|
ﬁﬁﬂﬁtﬁﬂqi'pa:ti.;pla_riy when it is to be considered, thatiy
mj’lpqmﬁa’r p@hitipq"éfﬁ aHmﬂn-. I cannot even erect a homely |

tomb over her lamented ashes as a poor symbol of my
mournful affection. . |

Shonld the ‘present volume, for ‘which no pains have héun
spared to rendered ‘it acceptable to my native readers, provy
instrumental in any way in the' advancement of the growth of
the indigenous Literature of my country, and thereby give ay
impetus to the extension and cultivation of a taste for reading
among my fellow countrymen, which is still a great desidera

tum, I shall not consider my labours, however humble, exerted
in vain.

Dadoba Pandurang,

*It 1 with deepest regret that I have to record here the death of

this great man, which sad avent took plave on the 31st July 1865 whe

this shoet; was in the press, The publio will no doubt do justice to him

in mnﬁu of bis very usefnl to his caretr, by the erection ofs
statue which. they voted for him some months ago in the Town Hall

But [ mnnnthﬂu.d paying a humble tribute to his lamented memory by
w here my deep sense of gratefulness for his particular actsd
hnﬂl?uhmu personally  ever  ginee I was & stodent in ghe|
Elphinstons Tnstitation, '
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