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Bombay, 5th Oct. 1907,
My dear Balwantrao,

You must have received my 'letters of yesterday
and ‘copy of the Gaol Supdt’s telegram. Please send
me your instructions as to how I should proceed in. the
matter,
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The above, however, is not the busine‘ss for
which I am writing this letter. The principal, I
might even say, the sole object of this letter 1S .to see
if you can see your way to help me in remoVing the
present impasse at Nagpur. It is abundantly clear
that unless the two parties come to some arrangement,
Nagpur must go without its Congress. That is a
contigency which, I think is as distasteful tO you as
it is to me. In my case the feeling is perhaps keener,
considering that I am essentially a Central Provin-
cian. Not only I, but my ancestors for gernerations

were born and bred up in the Central Provinces and
it is but natural that Ishould keenly feel the dis-
grace which would attach to Nagpur if the Congress is

not held there this year. I therefore wish to mz}ke
every effort that I can to avert such asad calamity,

at least I consider it to be as such. With that object

I intend proceeding to Nagpur today to see friends on
both sides and try to bring about some arrangement
if I can. I am very diffident of success but I feel
I must make an effort. In that effort I want your
help and knowing as I do your attachment to the Con-
gress and to constitutional methods, I feel I can count
upon it. You can help me Dby pouring oil ower trou-
bled waters, either through the columns of the Kesari
or by private letters. Whatever differences of opinion
there may be between different sections of the Con-

gress, I think it is generally recognised that the
Congress should be carried through in an orderly

manner and that our best men, on matter to what
party they belong, should be {reated with considera-
tion. The declarations of some of our Nagpur,friends
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however are directly opposed to the above view. It
is openly said that the Rowdysm that was displayed
the other day would continue to be displayed till the
last Congress guest leaves Nagpur. The * Desh-
bandhu” makes no secret of this attitude. Unless
therefore this attitude can be changed, it will be
impossible, at all events extremely unwise, to hold
the Congress at Nagpur. I feel sure that you ap-
prove of the principle I have refered to above., viz
that our best men, to whatever party they may
belong, should be treated with consideration. Of
course it 1s open to a party to show extra considera-
tion to 1its own leaders and to that, I certainly do not
take the slightest exception. I wish therefore that
you should exercise your influence so as to get our
Nagpur friends to change their present attitude,
recognise the above principle and act upto it. I
would press you to do this not only because of-my
regard for Nagpur but also because I feel I am asking
you to do nothing against your own views or principles.
As time is short and the columns of the Kesari would
reach a much wider circle than private letters, I would

prefer your using the Kesari for the purpose. However
I do not presume to advise you.

The only other matter which i1s agitating our
Nagpur friends is the choice of the president of the
Congress. One party has set its heart on one gentle-
man, the other party on another gentleman. It is not
possible to act upon the suggestion of the Punjabee and
have Nawab Syed of Madras? If you can suggest
other names, likely to be acceptable to both parties,
kindly do so and I shall do what I can to bring both
Pparties to agree to some one of them.
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I am writing this letter on my own responsi-
bility and without consulting any one at all aboutit
and I am anxious that this should be treated as am
absolutely confidential communication.

I am sending this with my clerk, whom I am
specially sending to Poona, in order to ensure safe and
speedy delivery so that the letter may be in your hands.
in good time to enable you to carry out the above
suggestions 1f you can see your way to do so. Any
reply that you may write may be given to the bearer and
he will post it to me to my Nagpur address. It will of
course be treated as absolutely confidential.

As the bearer will not be able to see your reply
and as I shall be anxious to knew as to whether my
suggestions are in the main acceptable to you or not,
kindly ask the bearer to wire me the word “hopeful’’ if
the suggestons are acceptable but if you can not see
your way to accept them, he may be asked to wire
“No hope.”’ I need not add that whatever your decision
may be, it will in no way affect our relations, though of
course, I shall much regret your inability to help me,

Yours sincerely,

Sd. Hari Sitaram Dikshit.




Z. . q. §. Afug iw 28

s MMW T A s P

( Reply )
Poona City,
6th October '07

My dear Haribhau,

I have got your letter about Lala, and I shall reply
to it separately to your office address.

I have also received your kind letter of yesterday,
specially sent by you with your clerk. I am sorry our
conversation about the matter in Bombay was not
sufficiently long to explain to you my views in full. I
strongly hold the view that the holding of the Congress
should not in any way suffer on account of the
differences between the two parties; and so faras I can
see matters have not come and I hope will not come to
that stage. You know that in spite of our differences
in 1895 the Poona Congress passed off very well. The
real point at issue is not about the Presidentship, but
about the recognilion by the Congress of the methods of
‘passive resistance. The new party means to fight chiefly
for the latier and not for the presidentship. But a fight
once commenced is, whether you will or not, carried over
to other points and that is how the present difficulty
has arisen. It was a mistake to interfere with the
constitution of the executive committee after it was
once duly appointed. The moderates at Nagpur have
got what they most wanted by having a majority of
3in their favour in the Reception committee. But
they should have kept in mind that although
they secured a majority of £ in the R. C,, yet
the. new party in. Nagpur was not really in a
minorily there. This they forgot and brought the
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present trouble on them. I do wish that this should
not hamper the work of the Executive Commuittee and
I mean to write accordingly in the next issue of the
Kesari (this Tuesday 8th inst) I go a step further and
say that if Nagpureans will not make arrangements for

holding the Congress there, All India Congress Com-
mittee will be bound to take the matter out of the hands

of the Nagpureans and make its own arrangements, for
the Congress does not belong to Nagpur alone. My
views on this point are decidedly strong and you may
be sure that they will be so put forward in the Kesari.

But as regards the question of the election of the
President, my position is rather awkward. I have never

authorised any body either orally or in writing to put
forward my name. They used it for party purposes,

last year as well as this year, without my sanction, ren-
dering my position very delicate, I would rather
therefore leave the matter to be decided by the rules
of the Congress framed last year. If the Reception
Committee can not agree by a majority of 3[4 the
matter would go to the All India Congress Committee
‘whose decision both parties must accept loyally. 1 can
safely recommend this course but my delicate position

precludes me from suggesting any names myself.
You will therefore excuse me if I can not accede to

your request regarding the suggestion of other names
for the Presidentship I may honestly tell you that
I have been indifferent in regard to this question all
along and I mean to keep up that attitude as the
best possible one under the circumtances, even at
the risk of being misunderstood by my opponents.
To my mind the question is not one of Presidentship,

but of the recognition and approval by the Congress of



g . 7. F. 21 ot F LY

el A A Bl it Bt ettt TV el i Sat it gt g S et St Ve e g P
R

-y

el e e S

the methods of passive resistance; and this question can
not be settled except in the Congress Sessions itself.
And for this purpose we want the Congress to be held
this year, as much as if not more than the moderates.
When both parties wish to have a Sessions of the Con-
gress this way, I do not think there is any danger re-
garding the holding of the seasons this year. If the
Moderate party expects by settling the guestion of
Presidentship one way or the other, to put down the
the programmme of the new party or to exclude it from
the Congress Sessions, I have no hesitation in saying
that it is a delusion. The new party may not succeed
this year in getting a majority in its favour amongst the
Congress delegates, but that will not disappoint us in
any way. If we do not succeed this year, we shall try
again the next year and the next to that and so on
until we succeed—which we are bound to do shortly.
But you can well see that this hope of ours is based
on the Congress being held each year; and-it shall be
our endeavour {o keep up the Congrees and not to
break it. You may therefore rest assured that I shall
do all I can to keep up the Congress, although for rea-
sons stated 1 cannot take any part in the matter
of the Presidentship. I have written this at some

length in order to clearly state my views to you. Of
course they are stated in confidence and you treat this
letter as strictly confidential. We may differ in our
views, but I agree with you in thinking that the differ-
ence should not affect your and my relations in any
other matter. I thank you for your generosity in
frankly writing to me and I trust that you will see the
reply to be as frank and clear. I have asked your
clerk to telegraph to you. Fairly “hopeful” but not
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more and you can see the reasons of this from the
above letter. Your clerk leaves to-day by 2 p. m. train.

Yours Sincerely,
Sd/- Bal Gangadhar Tilak.
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