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Light on the Path of Self Realization,
~ Compiled by an Admirer and published by Mr N.V,
Gunaji, B 4, 11 B Belgaum. Pages More than 400 Superbly
and nicely bound. Price Rs. three only. Can be had from-
~ the Popular Book Depot, Lamington Road, Bombay 7.
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SHIRDI SANSTHAN \

OF
Shri Sai Baba

PREAMBLE
1st Oectober 1941,
His Holiness Shri Sa_i_"Baba‘ of S'hifdi, known to be

a Saint of All India fame, but of unknown origin, came
about 85 years ago to Shlrdl, a Small_ village 'abul;ting dn
the Agra Trunk Road, about 8 Miles south of the town of
Kopargaon in the Ahm‘edhagarf Distriet, ‘and day bjr day
being found to be a person of great sanctity, happened to
be worshipped by Hindus as well as non-Hindus. On the
15th of October 1918 Tuesday Vijaya Dashami saha (w1 )
Ekadashi Shake 1840, he died intestate and His remains
pursuant to His wish ( which was held in reverence by all
the villagers as well as his Bhaktas ), were buried in the
Stately Wada, which was then nearing completion and
which the late Shrimant Gopalrao Mukund Buti a
millionaire of Nagpur, had built with the consent of His
Holiness. As His Holiness had a large number of devotees
His Shrine was going to be a permanent Institution of
worship: by people of all classes, and it was, therefore,
- deemed necessary to have a body to manage the same. A
Committee was formed to continue the worship of the
~deceased as a Saint. This formal Committee,
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éznsiSted (besides Shrimant G. M. Buti, who had
practically throughout resided in Shirdi and at
times in Nasik and Bombay (Santa Cruz where
he died 1in 1:921), almost entirely of the Bombay
side, viz, Hari Sitaram ( Bhau Saheb afias Kakasaheb)
Dikshit, G. R. ( alias Anna Saheb ) Dabholkar
Moreshwar W, Pradhan ( now Rao Bahadur ), L. G
( alias Kaka ) Mahajni. Prof G. G. Narke, R. A.
Tarkhad ( Baba Saheb ), Tatya Ganpat Patil Kote,
N. G. ( alras Nana Saheb ) Chandorkar ( of Kalyan),
Anna Saheb Chinchnikar, N, M. Thosar (now Sanyasi),
Mrs. Saraswatibai R. Tendolkar, R. B, Purandare,
Atmaram \(Sta,mp_'_Vendor). Yeshvantrao J. Galvankar
( now Rao Saheb), Vasantrao Narayan Gorakshakar,
S. B. Dhumal, ( afterwards Raobahadur ) B. V. Deo
(Bala Saheb), D. V. Sambare and many others. Das
Granoo, Ma,ha,ra,j by his hundreds of Kirtans, both
in Bombay, its suburbs and outside Bombay,
greatly helped this Committee by enlightening
the general public about Sai Baba’s Saintly
HEntity since 1910, and is doing so upto date.
This Committee started, from the Bhandara
Day i. e. 27th October 1918 at Shirdi, a Fund
(then Called “Shri Samartha Sainath Kothi” for
continuing the worship in the Mandir, "Musjid,
Chavdi &e, as in the life time of Sai Baba. ),
which, now called the Kayam ( Permanent ) fund, by
the grace of Sai Baba, has up to date risen to half a
lakh, and is steadily growing. The gradual addition of
several locally valuable ( if not indispensible ) immoveable
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Properties, e. g. Navalkar Wada &e. and the steady
development of the Samadhi Mandir, the Dwarkamai, the
Chavdi, and the Lendi Garden do stand to the credit of
the Shirdi Sansthan of Shy; Sai Baba, as well as of the
selfless donors. As Sai Baba had died intestate,His property
was taken Ch_a.rge 'Oulf by the Mamlatdarl_ of Kopargaon under
section 57 of the District Police Act, and the Committee
formed was referred to the District Judge to whom the
District Magistrate had under Section 58 of the said Act,
reported the case. In the sujt no. 135 of 1921 filed by
the Committes in the. District - Court of Ahmednagay,
the District Judge, -sanctioned under Section 92 of the
Code of Civil Procedure, a scheme for the adminis-
tra.tion of the Shirdi Sansthan of Shri Sai Baba which
was accordingly formed. v- | R
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