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7 Speech of Shri S. G. Walavalkar H
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The speech was prefaced by congratulatmns to the conveners
of the Conference on their venture in arranging for the such conven.
tions, in view of the fact, that thereby a lot of good was ‘being done
to Society which is drlftmg towards matenalzsm and moral and
spiritual injections were badly needed for all the materialistic ills-

. Then the speaker went on to elaborate on the distingushing |
__ charact cr:stzcs of Shri Sai Baba s teachmgs Accordm g to hxm, the
‘most dlstmgulshmgs feature of the teachings was that stress was laid
‘on implicit faith and sincere devotlon rather than on conventional
parapherneha and outward show. Thus, He advocated the process
“of sunphf;snn«Jr and humamsmd ‘the " approach to the Infinite
iinstead of cloakmg it under vanous ‘garbs which are not at all essen-
.;f;:'t1al for the - proper understandmg of the Supreme Bemg -
' The Second distinguishing characteristic of the teachmgs was
the delfymg of all humanity, whxch means that shri Sa1 Baba would
see and. taught others to see .God in all men, nay, even in. alt
ereatures human or otherwme _The all pervadmg Omnipotent divine
force binds all things together whatsoever may be thelr corpora.l ferm.' '-
or functlon | | -
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The third and the most distinguishing feature of his teaching
was the form of noncommunal religion which he practiced at a time
when communal forces were all too powerful. It was a mystery ang
is still a2 mystery whether Shri Sai was a Hindu or a Mushim becauge
he respected the religions tents of both the religions. Iudglng from
his precept and practice of all that was best in'all the religions
instead of sticking to any conventional from of religion of a particular
community or creed, one can very well imagine that he was 3
pioneer of the new trend of one * Universal Religion > on the pattern
of Mr. Wendel Wilkies’s theory of " One World ¥. The basic
principles or moral precepts of all religions are almost common,
They all recognise the Supreme power, the helplessness of man before
the mighty forces of nature and elements, the need for prayers and
unconditional surrender to the will of the Almighty, the intrinsic
virtue of personal sacrifice for promoting the happiness of others,
The ten great commandments of the Christian religion. The gist of
the Bhagwat Geeta and the Holy Koran are almost common and all
can very well agree that there is a good deal of truth in Mr. Leo
Tolstoyis definition of religion, viz, ‘do good and be good? One
can never do good unless he is himself good and puts consideration
for others above conszderatlon for himself. | |
Shri Sai’s ways were simple, He was a pecuhar modermsed
form of teaching where the persons taught never knew of it till they
imbibed it thoroughly by a curious process. The great virtue of seIf
sacrifice aud self-denial were taught and mculcated in the minds of
the devotees by asking for Dakshina. His teaching were thus
marvelously h1dden but were all the more effectwe ‘The ultimate
aim was to take those who were drawn to him to a higher plane
where all distinctions and dtfferences sink and all merge in the eternal.
This is the spiritual and the nobler requ:rement of man, because as
has been illustrated by Christ hunself ‘Man cannot live by bread
alone’ Bread and other materialistic things are no doubt required
~ to embellish the corporal side of humamty, but in order that life
may not only grow within but may out grow itself into a hxgher
meaning Just as a flower out grows 1tse1f into a f!.'lllt it is necessary

for the perfection of humamty that the moral and sp1r1tual faculties
within the human being, who is the noblest form of creation, should -

be developed and perfected S0 that it is in tune w1th the mﬁmte and

in due course ean be one thh 1t whxch is nothmg less than God
realisation. R
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