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REQUEST -

All cndmary members of the Bhakta Manda.l of Shri .
Sai Baba Sansthan of Shirdi are requested to send therr
annual subscriptiou viz. Rs. 5/0 for the year 1953 to
Sarkarkun, Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, Shlrd't District Ahmed-
nagar at an early date, |

Special care should be taken to mentmn ‘Memberthp |
Subscmptlon for the year 1953’ in the money order
coupen to avoid delay & confusmn also please Quote

your Regd no—r <
S D. B. Rane.

| ~ Hon. Secretary
~ Shri Sai Baba Sansthan,
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knows not Sai Baba. The 01rcle of His devotees is mcreasmg day
by day and thus His fame is spreading throughout the country. The
experiences which He gave while He was living have been described
in the book Sai-Satcharita and the magazine Sai Leela. As predicted
by Him during his life-time that.

‘Belive Me, though I pass away, My bones in My tomb will
give you hope and confidence. Not only Mysélf, but My tomb
would be speaking, moving and communicating with those who
would surrender themselves whole-heartedly. Do not be anxious
that I would be absent from you. You will hear My bones speaking
and discussing your welfare. But remember Me am?'ay,- believe in
Me, heart & soul and then"you will be most benefited | P

Many people got expenences after His samadhz, and now
they ary gettmg more and more. Some of these are described in
‘Sai-Leela ( Marathi ) and Sax—Sudha { English ) magazine and the
rest are unpublished. From this it seems that Sai Babais more
' ALIVE now than when He was living.

On account of this, devolion to Sai Baba is spreading and His
devotees are increasing. These are all anxious to read His Leelas
(experiences) ‘As there is a demand, big and ‘small books are
pubhshed and ‘kept for sale in the book-stalls during the last
Anmversary Festwal at Sh1rd1 { September 1952) Two other
Engltsh book (1) “ The Spmtual Sympbony of Sri Saimath of

Shlrdl " by Raosaheb Harshad P. Mehta, B. A. LL. B. ‘Baroda Camp, |
published in July 1952 by Mr. H. V. Desax, 83 Govmd-—Bhuvan,'
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Shivaji Park, Dadar Price Rs. 3-8-0 and ( 2) * The Saint of Shirdi ¥
by Mrs. Mani Sahukar published by Hind Kitabs Ltd. Bombay,
Price Rs. 2-8-0. The acknowledgement and review of these two
books appear in 1952 August and October Nos. of Sai Sudha. We
cannot express our opinion about all these books unless they are
carefully studied. | B

On Madras Side, Sai Bhakti is proceeding apace. Lectures,
articles, Kirtans, dramas, and cinemas ets. are being utilized to
propagate Sai Bhakti. Dramas consisting of 3, 4 and 7 acts are
being staged, wherein Baba's father is said to be Sathe Shastry
aud mother Lakshmibai ( according to on account. ). As definite
information regarding Sai Baba’s birth and persents etc. is not
yet available, strange stories are being published and sold ~on
Ry. book-stalls,. Two such works as described in Sai~-Sudha of
October 1950 are mentioned here. (1) The A. I, S. S. President was
shown a very long spirit~-massage of 11 pages in Tamil manuscript
wherein Baba is narrating that he was born at Srivaikuntam at
the extreme south India of a Tamil | speaking Vaishnavite lady,
that he father who was living with her as man & wife was an
Abdul Sathar Saheb, that in his very early years his parents
moved to Shirdi and he was continuing his Tamil study, that his
farther died in his early infancy, that he got Vairagya and initiation
from some guru, that his mother died some years later and then
he suddenly returned from his wandermgs just to be present an
her death and that thereafter he bega.n his roammg fakir life etc.
(2) The other work is more stranger still, It is written by Bala
Sanyasi Himalayas in English and published by Parashakti House
Publishing, Bangalore (1). According to the editor of Sai Sudha,
this book contains some reliable information about Sai ‘Baba
gleaned from the publications of the A.1.S. S.; but there are a.lso
26 astounding statements to boot. According to this author Baba
was born at 9 p, m, on 11-8-1858 of Gujerati Brahmms Nandlal &
Jamnabai. Baba’s kundali is also given. Before Babas br1th hxs.
parents met 2 Fakir who took ‘them on a Haj ( pllgnmage ) and in
these wandermgs Baba was. born at. the I’tffa gate of ]erunsalem
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( Jew-Arab tract in Mid-Asia ). After staying there for somé days
they returned to India and stayed in pathriin 186-2, His Parents
died in 1863 and then in 1868 he was trudging on the road to
Brindavan where he was deserted by his companions. He was almost
famishing with hunger when his holy guru’ Ramchandra Babaji met
him, took him, from place to place up to himalayas and initiated
him into Para Shakti Puja by giving him some mantra, The author
Bala Sanyasi was a co-disciple of Baba under the same guru etc.
The statements in these two books seem imaginary & unreliable
and therefore untrustworthy in the opinion of the editor of the
Sai Sudha also, |

When this article was being prepared, Mr. Nagesh Atmaram
- Savant, Managing TruStee of' the Sai Baba Saunsthan Committee
happened to be here. He saw me and I showed him the original
references in the Sai Sudha magazine regarding’ the subject matter |
of the above-mentioned booLs. ‘We had a talk on this topic and
it was agreed by both of us that it was absolutly necessary and
desn'able at this juncture o publish authentic & reliable information
regarding the history of Sai Baba's birth etc. in an authoritative
manner.. * S | |

~ As Sai Baba was gracious enough to get some literary servicé_
through me, 1 think that it Would be appropriate here to have my
say on this subject.

Who is Sai Baba? Let us first consider the questwn
i Who is Sai Baba ? “ There are three views about this point.

| ( 1 ) Many persons who are acustomed to see thmgs &
persons superflczally said that Sa1 Baba wasa mad Faklr who lwed
for many years in anold & delapxdated masnd in Shirdi, who talked
at random and extracted money m the form of Dakshana from the

people who went to see h1m o o
Thls view is quite wrong To a fnend of Mr. R A. Tarkhad |

who was {ull of tears when he was taking Baba’s leave at the time
| 'lea.vmd for Bombay, Baba Sazd- ‘why do you beha.ve ltkﬁ a maduan? |
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Am I not with you there in Bombay ? '* The friend said-" 1 know
that, but I have no experience of your being with me there in
Bombay. ”/ Thereupon Sai Baba Said-that the person who thinks
that Baba is in Shirdi only, hasnot at all seen Baba ( known-him
really ). Vide P. 308 of Sai Leela magazine dated 15-—1-1925.

( 2) Some other Persons’ said that sai Baba was a saint
The Mahomeddans took him for one of their Pirs. and the Hindus
as one of their saints Managers of the festivals annually celebrated at
Shirdi refer to Sai Baba in their annoucements asthe crest-jewel
best of the saints. Sri B. V. Narsimha Swamy President All India
Sai Samaj had made a similar reference in his books viz Introduction
To Sai Baba and a Wonderous Saint.

This view is also not correct, for Sai Baba comes into the
Genus of gods and not saints. | |

(3 ) Those who know Sai Baba intimately and really, took
Him and still take Him as God incamate, e. g. (1) Hon. Mr,
Justice M. B. Rege B. 4., LL. B. High Court Judge ( Retired ) Indore
(2) Professor G, G. Narke M. A, M. Sc. of the College of
Engineering Poona (3 ) Hon. Dadasaheb Khaperde the famous &
learned Advocate of Amraoti, Berars (4 ) Sri Das Ganu Maharaj
(5) Sri Annasaheb Dabholkar (Hemadpant). The Shirdi Saunsthan
Committee also refer to Baba as Almighty God on the last page of
their notices. Sirdi devoteess specially Mr. Madhavtao Deshpande
(Shama) who were very intimate with Baba and other devotees from
outside addressed Baba as Deva (God). Last Anniversary
Festival ( September 1952 ) we were fortunate to see Mrs. Laxmibai
Shinde the woman who used to feed Baba and who got Rs. 5 | and
again Rs. 4 | in all Rs. 9 ( symbological of the nine- type devotion )
as present from Baba before He left his body. My friend Mr. Vaidya
of Thana asked her a pointed question —* What God Baba
remembered before taking his food? ‘' The women promptly
answered-'"* Baba was himself God, what other God should He
remember ? * Therefore it is better for us to regard Baba as God B
and do all our religious acts etc at Sh1rd1 | |
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It may be. noted here that Baba was once examined on
comission in a criminal case of the Dhulia Magistrate’s court.
Then to a questxon as to His caste and lineage., Baba answered
Paravardxgar i. e. Allha or God. |
Baba's birth, brithplace, parents Etc. No one has yet known
deﬁmtly when and where Baba was borp, in what family and who
were his parents. Many devotees used to ask to Baba questions about
these things but they never got straigth replies to them. When pressed
much, Baba Said that He came from Naurangabad and that He was
in his Mama’s house and his name was ‘ Nasatya’. From this, some
persons think that Baba was of Immaculate conception like Namadev
and Kabir and presented himssif as a young lad of sixteen under the
argosa tree in Shirdi for the sake of the Bhaktas, while some draw
upon their imagination and give unreliable and untrustworthy accounts
of these matters. From the point of view of such great and realized
souls as Baba, it is immaterial Whether they are of immaculate
conception or otherwme for they do not suffer from the taint of
ordinary births, ‘but from our laymen’s point of view it is better to
consider them as having ordinary births like our selves. in this
case, their lives become a source of inspiration to us. If they rose |
from manhood to Godhead by their actions and efforts, we should
do the same if we follow in their foot-steps and the path of Bhaktr
advocated by them. | -
Nath-Panchayatan It is said that a few centuries ago,
there was a Das-Panchayatan ( group of five saints ) cons:stmg of
Ramdas. Jayaram swami, Rangnath swami, Keshav swami &
Anandamoorti. Similarly it is said that there was a Nath-
Panchayatan in these days, consisting of Madhavnath, Sri Sadgura
Sama.tha., Dhundiraj Palusi, Ga]anan of Shegaum, and Gopaldas
( Narsing Mahararaj ) of Nasik, and they worked together by inner
control or force. (Vide Madhavnath DlP*PfakaSh 22, 109-110).
One Mr. Suman--Sundar has written about this in Sai~Leela Val. 19,
No.7,8,9). He says that Sai N'ath ( Baba) had great respect in
this Pentad and he was referred to as Tnloknath & Kehmur by-{__ |

_ Madhav-—-_—_,Neth =
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.Regardin-g Baba’s birth, Madhav Natha said as follows:-

“ There is a town by name Pathri in the Nizam State. Th’ére'
a Yajurvedi Deshastha Brahmin had three sons. The eldest son
was Sri Sai Baba. When Baba was five year’s old, One Valli
( Moslem saint ) came to that Brahmin and asked him to give ‘ what
was his ? Baba's father told him that ‘ All that he has is his.” Then
asking for the eldest son, he went away with Baba, When Baba was
9 year’s old he returned to his father with Baba and then drinking
milk from his hands he again went with Baba and was away for three
years. Baba was incognito from his 12th to I8 year. And inhis
19th year he presented’ himself under the Magrossa tree in Shirdi.
Baba’s Mun]a was not performed and these facts have been borne out
in B'zba s utterances in Sa.t—charlta |

In this account five points stand out prominently.

In the 5th years he was taken by a Valli.

In the 9th years he returned.
In the 19th years he presented himself.

He was Brahmin by birth.
His Munja { Upanajran ) was not performed.

T P W

- From this we get evldence that Baba was brlth a Hmdu-
Brahnnn. and we get explanation of his strange or curious conduct
As he was a Hmdu. his ears were hored As his Munja was not
done, he had no yajnopavita ( sacred thread ). His birth in the
Nizam State and his being taken away in, his young agebya Valli
and being reared by hlm—-these facts explain hlS Yavani ( Moslem )
dress, dialect and conduct etc. | .

‘Brahmin of Pathri. That Baba ‘was born in a Brahmin |
family in Pathri is almost proved by Baba’s own evidence as follows.
Mhalasapati, an intimate Shirdi devotee of Baba who always slept
with him in the masjid till his samadhi, said that Baba told him
what he was a Brahmin of Pathri and was handed over to a Fakir
in his infancy and when he told this, some ‘men from Pathrl had
come and Baba was enquiring about some men from that place ( Sai |
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Leel.a 1924, P. 179 ). Another evidence is' as follows:~ Mr. Kashibai
Kanitkar th.e famous learned woman of Poona says in her - experience
No. 8,. published on P, 79 Sai Lgel_a Vol. 11, 1934, that on hearing of
the miracles of Baba, we were discussing according to our theoso-
phic convention and fashion whether Sai Baba belonged to Black or
White Lodge. When once I went to Sirdi, I was thinking
seriously about this in My mind. As soon as I approached the steps
of the masjid, Baba came to the front and pomtmg to his chest and
staring at me, spoke rather vehemently. * This is 2 Brahmin, pure
Brahmin. -He has nothing to do with Black things. No Musalman
can dare to step in here, he dare not.”” Again pointing to his breast:~
* This Brahmin can bring lacks of men on the white path take thém
to their destination. This is Brahmin’s masjid and I won’t allow any
black Mahomedan to cast his shadow here.” |
Other Proofs. The name Sai Baba, his residence in the
masjid, his usual benedietion that Allha is the Owner, He will
do you good, may go to show that He was a Yavan, but on a little
close thinking th_is __inf__eréndé will be found to be wrong. Sai Baba
was not his real name' Looking to his dress, Mhalsapati thought
that He was a Fakir and therefore addressed him ‘Welcome
Sai - Baba.’ ‘He and his Frzends, Kashiram Shimpi and Appa
Jagale arranged for Baba’s residence in the masjid, His bene-
diction that Allha will do you “good and also saying .Fatyas
{prayer before meals) do not count much as evxdence as Baba had
these Samskaras from his contact with Valli in his youth. = Orher
things go to show clearly that He was a Hindu Brahmin. (I) The
food that Baba begged daily from house to house was from Hindu
homes only, and the N'aiiraidyas he received was always from Hindus
and never from Moslems (2) The aratis of mormng, noon and night
and the noon--worshxp were done by the Hindus. (3) Baba’s Dhuni
(sacred fire) was lit day & night in the masjid and even now it
is kept burning,  Arati, Puja and burning of the fire in the masjid
are thmgs forbxdden by the Moslem rehgton {4) Baba always wore
: Langotz and Kafani and never Tuman or Moslem pants. {5) He

. never e}:plamed Kuran to Mahomeddans in thc masnd ‘nor ever
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he said Nimaj prayers there. (6) On the contrary He . knew
SanSkrit well and explained the meaning of verse 34, ch. in the
Bhagvadgita to Mr. Nanasaheb Chandorkar in a clear & original
manner and explained the whole Gita also synoptically and gramma-
tically. (7) Nanasaheb Chandorkar also. observed Him closely
in many matters, especially he found that Baba’s ears were bored
and that He was not circumcised and “therefore he concluded that
Baba was not only a Hindu, but a Brahmin Sanyasi. (8) Baba
always uttered the name of Narayan under one pretext or another
and never gave out the previous history of his life according to
the rules of Sanyasa. As He was a Sanyasi, He had no tuft bf
hair on the head nor the sacred thread on the body.

More about bored ears and want of circumcision. Thaf
Baba's ears wear bored has been seen by many. Only Sr1 Das
Ganu Maharaj has stated in his Sthavanamanjarl (ovi, 67) that
His ears were unbored. This seems to be a mistake or perhaps he
has not observed closely The late H S. Dixit and Annasaheb
Dabholkar have clearly stated in Sal-Leela and Sat-Sa.tcharzta that
Baba's ears were bored. The followmg persons who had observed
Baba and who are stdl hvmg, viz. Shn Ramchandra Dada Kote
Patil, Sagun Meru Naik, Bappaji Ratnaparkhl, Dagadu Sonar,
and Martand Mhalsapati also conflrm the fact of the boring of
Baba's ears. The editor of Sai Sudha says on P, 16 17
November 1950 No. that this bonng of ears is very Slgmfxcant
and is practically concluswe ev:dence of Baba S Hmdu birth.
Circumcision relates to private organs unlike ‘boring of ears, and
~people like Baba do not expose themselves for exammat:on With
a shrunken skin all over the body, clrcumcxsron or no mrcumms:on
cannot be easxly determined. Yet people like Mr. R B. Puran—
dare have. positively stated that they noted . the presence of
cucummmn ‘This view of the editor is wrong. Srl B. V. Narsimha
Swamt has published Devotees’ Expenences. __ In part I of the
book P. 112, Mr, R. B. Purandare’s statement is gwen as follows -
“Isawhe had a hole in his ear, and when he bathed naked,



Shri ‘Sai Leela | o

he had not -been circumcised, so far as I could see. “Besides
Nanasaheb Chandorkar who observed Baba closely and the above
mentioned gentlemen of Shirdi who had observed Baba ar;d
Thus t_h.ese ,tWO__mam._feots ,_le _that his ears were bore_d a_nd, th;at He
was not circumcised go to prove that Baba was a Hindu Brahmin,

Baba’s Dwarakamal The maSJld where Baba lived was
always referred to by Him as Dwarakamai. Why He did so, was
a problem to many. The late Mr. B. V. Deo who styled himself as
Baba a Bal and who wrote many articles in Sai Leela on Sri Baba,
did some research work about thlS matter and wrote and ‘published
a special No. of Sal Leela ( Vol 14 Nos 1, 2,3,) consxstmg of 56
pages and called * Sr1 Dwarakamat Sanshodhanank ' His argument
therem, is bnefly thts The golden Dwaraka m the Dwapar age'was
submerged in to the ocean by Sn Krishna before he left lns. body
The new Dwara.ka whxch ex1sts in tlus Kah age is qmte defferen‘i
Many ‘many years ago Sri Krlshna came once upon 2 time to.'
Dmdxrvan to pacify and reconcﬂe the enraged RuLm1n1m31 and to
bless the best of the Bhaktas, Pundahk He brought all the pomp,'
splendour of the Dwaraka here in the Dindirvan and establtshed
there a new South Dwaraka and he h1mself stood on the brick given
by Bhakta Pundalik in Pandharpur A map has been enclosed
'showmg the lumts of Pandharpur { South Dwaraka ) as Kolhapur
western limits, Toke Sidheshwar ( Kopergaum Shirdi ) northern
limits. From this Mr. Deo infers that Shirdi may be the northem
limits of South Dwaraka, but as his research was not complete and
fmal ( as he says ) his mfereence cannot be accepted as proof

n lns artxcle on the * derivation of Shirdi,’ he says that as
soon as Baba put his holy stepsin Shirdi, the greatness & import-
ance. oE the place grew 1mmed1ately -and Shirdi at once became equal
to Pandharpur, Dehu, - Pa.tthan Nasik, and trimbak and snch great o
holy places. { P. 833 ) and further he .adds that the question still
remams why ha ehose S]:urch as hre re51dence ( P 334 Saz Leeia: N
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Why Baba chose Shirdi as his dwelling place is nota
question or problem at all, but it is a plain matter. Baba described
His Guru as follows - “I resorted to my Guru for 12 years. He
brought me up. There was no dearth of food and clothing. He
was full of love, nay he was love incarnate. How can I describe it ?
He loved me most. Rare is a2 guru like him. When I looked at
him he seemed as if he ;was in deep meditation and then he both
were filled with bliss, Night and day I gazed at him with no
thought of hunager and thirst. Without him I felt restless. I had
no other subjest to meditate, nor any other thing to attend fhan my
guru. He was my sole refuge, my mind was always fixed on him.’
From this it is clear what extraordinary love Baba had for his goru
It seems that he spent the incognito period of 12 years of this life
with his gura practising Tapas and then in his 16th or 17th years
started making enquiries of this guru or his samadhi and then came
to Shirdi when he was observed by the mother of Nana Chopdar.
She said_that this young lad, fair, smart and very handsome was
first seen under the Neem tree seated in an Asana ( Sai Satcharita,
Ch. 1V). There Baba lived for ‘some time and lived Shirdi and
came there after 3 or 4 yedrs and lived there continuofsly till hi’s
samadhi. ' o
Now to revert to Dwarakamal 1 have come across ”
another definition of Dwaraka quoted from Skand-—Purana by
K. Narayan Axyar in his Permanent History of Bharatvarsha" Vol. 2
Part 1, P. 83 which run thus.

a@ﬁnﬁmﬁﬁn?ﬁﬁmﬁ Géa l
aﬁrma'@m M.u

The Place where doors are open for all people of the four
( Bhramin, Kshatriya and Shudra) classes for accomplishing the
the four Puorushartha viz. Dharma, Artha, Kama, and Moksha, is
called Dwaraka by the wise philosophers. Baba’s masjid in Shirdi
was not only open to the four classes but to tho Moslems, depressed' |
untouchables and lepers like Bhagoji Shindya and therefore it i is very
appropriately styled Dwaraka,
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Baba’s remarks regarding Dwarakamai, When Mr.
Balasaheb Mirikar, the Mamladar of Kopergaum once went to see
Sai Baba at Shirdi, the latter said to him.

" Do you know our Dwarakamai ? This is our Dwarakamai
where you sitting. She wards off all dangers and ;nxieties of the
Children who sit in her lap This Masjidmai { Its presiding' Deity )
is very mereiful she is the mother whom she will save in calamities,
‘Once a person sits on her lap, all his troubles are over He who rests
in her shade gets bliss. ( Sai Satcharita Ch. XXI1 ).

These remarks show how the above definition of Dwarka
is applicable to Baba's Dwarrkamai. |

Thalakwadi, Belgaum }

Dated 7-11-1952. N, Y.-'anaﬁ

REQUEST
1t is proposed to publish * SAI-LEELA ¥ Magazine monthly
mstead of quarterly, prowded sufficient number of articles about the
experiences of the devotees of Shri Sai Baba comeforth. All the

devotees are therefore requested to send their experiences in large
numbers for publlcatwn in the magazme to the unders:gned -

ThlS 1ssue is dletnbuted to the members of the Bha.kta Mandai |
free of charge for the pubthty of the magazme |

25 Bank Street, . D.B. Rane,
. Fort, Bombay I Do R “Hon. Secretary,_ .
| | Shn Sai Baba Sansthan



From—C. M. Dave - Shirdi
(Ex~Secretary 4-9-1952
Fatmabai Binte Nakhoda ' -
(M. A. Rogay Religious and charitable Trust)
Parekh Bhuvan. Room No. 7.
Kandivali { Bombay ).
To,

The Editor,
Shree Sai Leela Magazine
Kalachowki Road
BOMBAY 12,

Sir,
I shall be glad if you please give space to the following few
lines in the comming issue of your magazine.

I have lately become a devotee of Shree Sai Baba. Shri Baba
has saved me from death on 2 occasions. I have narrated these
experiences to your representative at Shirdi and he said that he
would translate them in Marathi and arrange for their publication.
On both these occasions I made a vow to attend shirdi and take
‘ darshan ’ of Shree Baba. Accordingly 1 came to Shirdi ﬁrst in
April 1951 and then now in Sept. 1952, for the 2nd time.

‘Why I am writing these lines, is that during my second wisit
I was very much impressed by the progresss made by the present
Managing Trustee and the Sansthan committee regarding the facili-
ties and amenities Offerred to the ‘Yatriks at Shridi. They have
constructed a modern type double storied building with all the
modern facilities provided. They havc also constructed Hushing
latrines. They have constructed a very huge and magnificent témb
over the Mandir. There is arrangement for hot water bath, The
food is of good quality and is served at 10 annas a dish only. -~ All
the foul water in the area is now taken out of the village limits by-a
dramage systeem. This is a very good thing done by the present
authorites for it has conmderably reduced the meance of: fhes and
mosquitoes. A new and beautiful garden is being constructed near
Lendi baug, for the rewation of yatriks. Water-pipes are being
laid down and very soon the devotees would be able to get tap water.
We are very much thankful to the present management for prowdlng
all these facilities {o the ya’mks

4-9-52 | R C M Dave |
S o | Parekh Bhuwan, Room No. 7
- Kandivali B.B. & C. . Rly.
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While at Shirdi on 24-8-52, Mr, Virendra P. Pandya, a
business contractor at Vaitarna, near Kalyan (Bombay) and son
of Mr. P. H. Pandya (ex-General Manager and Agent of Kustor
Colliery of B. N. Ellyal Ltd.) Dhariojoba colliery, post—-Kusunda.
_Dt—Manbhurn (Bihar), gave his following experlences about Shri
Sai Baba- Mr, Pandya’s fannly is well educated and cultured'
and some of its members are even foreign returned. Except
his own father and mother nearly all the rnernbers of his farmly
are non-behevers in God. Mr. Vlrendra was brought up m such'
‘an a.tmosphere He himself is a umversﬁy graduate and had no
belief in God His father and mother, however. are some what'
rellglous mmded and they came to know about Srz Baba only recently
They kept Baba s photo in thelr house and it Was worshiped by'
them daxly, but the youn,g Pandya, because of his contempt far__
Sadbus and Fakirs, had never got a feeling to stand before the'
- photo and have even a sunple look at Baba

And yet this very Faithless was in no time brought by Sri
Baba into the fold of his staunch devotees. How this miracle
happened is told: by Mr. Pandya in his foliowmg 3 experiences.
Though these experlences are separate, yet in reahty they form a
continuous and harmonious part of wonderful Leela of Sri Babe
and also bring into limelight the ’Vlrodht ‘Bhakti’ of the so ca.l!ed'

]atthless devotee

| o On 13th August 1952 1 came to “Shirdi for the secend B
: ttme. What avast difference between my f1rst vmt m May i952 _-
 and this second visit? Wae Shn‘dt changed? Nof But rt was I
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who was changed —not bodily but mentally. In May 1952, I just
casually Visited Shirdi along with my cousin brother. 1 bad then
riot much faith either in God or in any Saint so that during this
time while I was in Shirdi I never prayed Sri Baba and if I had
bowed before him atany time it was just for the sake of formality
—and now I came to Shirdi with deep devotion towards Sri Sai
Baba and finding myself completely surrenderd before him. This
change happened by stages and I shall narrate it now as to have it

happended »

Sometime after I 1eft Shirdi in May 1952, our family faced
a great family trouble. At this time I was in Vaitarna, near Kalyan
(Bombay) staying with my cousin brother. My mother, father
and my wife and other members of our family were living in Bihar
I was very much worried over this problem. (I am not disclosing
it be¢ause this problem was a private one and concerning solely our
family). Days passed by and there was no solution. The situation
was gradually becoming tense. Suddenly I remembered having
brought a photo of Sri Baba from Shirdi, but which was uptll now
lying in my trunk. I took it out 1mmed1ately, cleaned it and then
Kept it on my table. I lighted Agarbatti before the photo and
prayed Sn Baba to help me solve the problem, 2/3 days passed
but the solution did not occur. On the contrarary the worries
increased very much. I became very restless. In frenzy, I stood
before the photo of Sri Sai Baba and said, ‘O, Baba? you know
very well that [ have got no strong belief in you. If you are really
a God as your devotees atribute it to you must then be knowing
what is our family trouble and how much worried 1 am over this
problem. I pray you {6 nge me proper solutlon to-day by evening
Otherwise I will consider all your Leelas as bosh and v__v_lll then put
you back into the trunk once for all.” -

“1 then continued praymg and to my great surprise I found

myself calmed and consoled in the evening; for I got the solut:on
of the problem. There Was no VISIOII or. any dream but some sort
of either msplratlon or. enhghtment d1d oceur . and dunng that_'
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great moment I got the solution I immediately wrote a letter to
my mother at Dhariajoba (in Bihar) informing her of the solution
and the way in which I got It. Another surprise was that on the
very 3rd day of my posting of letter to my mother, I got a letter
from her in which she too informed me of the solution for our
family worry.,- And it was the same solution which had already
occurred to me; and through she was in Bihar and I was in Bombay.

the same solution occurred to us on the very same date and at the
very same moment. |

“ Although apparently insignificant, this incident brought
me much closer to the belief that Sri Sai Baba is God himself.
Yet _strange eﬂoﬁ'gh my scientific mind would not allow me to pul
a blind faith in Sri Baba. I was in a dilemma at this time.
At one time I thought of devoting my whole life for ever to Sri
Baba doing no other work except * Bhakti" But my mother refused
permission and advised me to follow a Karmayoga life. This was
an opportunity and my curiosity roused and urged me to test the
godliness of Sri Baba” S

| “I then stood before the photo of Sn Baba and wrote on
a piece of paper as follows-- 0 Baba! you know defuntely well
in what dilemma Iam. By Tuesday, the 5th Augast 1952 evening
I must get an answer from you in writing as to which way of
 life I should follow. | |

“1 then rolled up that piece of paper and kept it before the
photo and started only praying Ba.ba, doing no other work As
‘the day was coming to a finish, 1 became restless. I was very
much anxious as to Whether Sri Baba will fulfil my wzsh at all
| and if so, how he is gozng to gwe me a reply in writing. The dosk
was approachmg, But there was no sign about the fulfﬂment of
my w1sh Tenswn was rising. T switched on radio in m:der to
| eng.,age my mind in some other subject ‘but withont any success. |
1 then also tr:ed to read ‘some magezmes and books: that were

lylng on my ‘table but that too Wltbout any success. It ms ‘now

| -aiready dusk and soon, 1 thought the evenmg wmld be finish ad .
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and still there was no answer. I become very much impatient.
I was fed up of everything. Just then I accidently saw a Gujrati
book called Shree Sai Baba Upasana’ written by Shree Bhavnagar
Sai Baba. Bhakta Mandal, lying on my table and mixzed up in
other books and magazines. This book was sent to me by my
mother some to months back but I had never opened it till now
because of my contempt for Sadhus and Saints and for that matter
for their literature too. But now when I saw this book again
something within me urged to turn some of its pages at least. 1
took that book and opened it at random_ at chapter ‘Bhav Sudha’
As soon as I read 2/3 lines, I found much interest in the subject
and I continued reading. Soon I was so much engrossed in it
that I did not leave reading until I fnushed the whole Subject
and when I saw around afterwards, I noticed that darkness had
already fallen. And then suddenly it flashed to my mind that
Sri Sai Baba has already .given the answer to my querries and
that too in wrxtmg for, the devotee mentloned in Bhav Sudha’ —
had the same worries which I had and Sri Baba had gwen htm"
a complete answer and finally advised him to follow a ’ Karmayoga*®
life. ' I took it that Sri Baba wanted me tooto live a Karmayoga
tife. This completely relieved me of my tension and I found

myself free from the dxlemma

“ ThlS incident brought me more towards the devotlon of -
Sn Baba.”

- " However, as already stated before. my scxentxho mmd
again started me giving trouble. Though by now 1 had expenenced
two mirades yet my rat;.onaltst mind would suggest that these
were not miracles but wonderful happenmgs of commdents My |
peace of mind was lost. I thought that if Sri Baba could perform__'
sucha. miracles in ‘my case that even my ratlonahst mind should'
think of.it as a zmrade and not 2s a mere commdent thcn and
themr only all my doubts will d1sappear And suddenly. an 1dee_
oacurred to me. -



Shri Sai Leeia | | 85

“ As I have already stated before, I was living in Vaitarna,
neat Kalyan, Bombay, along with my cousin brother. We were
contractors to the Govi. and were living in Vaitarana to do the work
in connection with the * Bombay Water Supply scheme’, Vaitarna is
in jungle and all sort of bad characters move above the place in the
guise of a Sadhu, Sanyasi or Fakir As we have to keep a good amount
of cash always with us for the sake of payment of daily workers
and other emergency purposes, as a precautionary measure. We
had instructed our servants not to allow any Fakir or Sadhu or to
enter the surrounding area of our house. We were very strict over
this instruction so much so that my brother and I do not remember

havmg seen any Fakir or sadhu moving arounid our house for the last
one year or so, S

ThlS thing I remembered now and at once 1 made up my

mmd as to what improbable wish I should asL Shree Sai Baba to
fulfil.

8o on Wednesday; the 6th August 1952, T stood before the
photo of Shree Baba. hghted agarbatt: and prayed as follows—

| 0 Boba I you have already made me your adrmrer. but 1
have not yet become your true devotee For, I still doubt whether the
2 .'mirc_les you have pe_rfo-rmed_i_n my case were really miracles or
simply an example of wonderful happenings of coincidents. Inorder
to reheve me COmpletely from any doubt, O, Lord ! I most humbly
request you to do the followmg thmg—-— - -

Tornorrow is Thursday and itis your day. I humbly wxsh that
there should come a Sadhu, Sanyasi or Fakir at my door asking
for * Bhiksha' between12-30and 1 P. M. and exactly at the
time I start takmg the ﬁrst morsel of my food-—but ngt
- i.before nor after. and lastly that Fakzr or Sadhu, wheever would
B come, should bless me not in the ordmary way by keepmg h;s
B r1ght hand on my head cnly, but he shauld move h:s Tight hand
~ from head to foot and thus bless every part of my body. And
if thts Wlsh of mme 1s fulﬁlled 1 takc a vew that I will 1mme~
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diately go to Shirdi and will do you Seva till such time as you

- wish and shall never allow any doubt to enter in my mind about
your godliness or as' the ‘“Fulfiller of all the wishes of your
devotees ( ie Bhakta Kama Kalpadrum ) a

"1 ﬁxed up such an 1mprotbable condition becaunse I thought
it most definitely that nobody else in the world except Sri Sai Baba,
could know about my demand and if, therefore, my wish is at all
fulfilled then it is certain that it is fulfilled by him and him alone.

* 1 then started praying Baba from the heart of my heart In
the night (i.e. on Wednesday ) 1 slept peacefully. Next day i. e. on
Thursday the 7th August 1952, I woke up as usual. However, I was
a bit restless. At about 9 A ,M. a friend of mine accidently visited
me and gave me sone sweetmeats These I kept aside and decided
to give them to that Fakir or whomsoever Sri Baba sends at my
door between 12-30 and 1 P. M. At about 12-15 my cook told me
that my Khana was ready. I then finished my prayer and went
into another room to take my khana. However, I was anxiously
looking outside to see whether any Fakir was approaching towards
my room but there was no sight of any Fakir. I was greatly
disappointed I thought that Sri Baba must have considered my wish
a silly; one and therefore he would not fulfil it.

“with great resentment and dzsappomtment 1 started
takmg my khann. [ just took the first morsel of ford in my hand,
raised it and was about to put it in my mouth when to my utter
amazement 1 heard a cry of a2 Fakir at m_y"“door asking for alms.
I was so much overwhelmed wifh ioy that for a second or two
I lost all my senses and I did not know what to do. During that
split of a moment, my cook who never used to give anything to
any beggar, gave, out of his own accord a one anna coin to that
Fakir, The Fakir turned and was on the point of leavmg By
this time 1 recovered partially. 1 then called the Fakir back and
gave him prasad Wthh Ihad kept before Baba ) photo. The Fakir
then went away. o .
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- " After sometime I came to-my full senses. At once 1 fully
remembered what bad ‘happened and then blamed myself very
much; fot, I realised that in my bewilderment I did nothing - except
giving prasad to that Fakir. I looked outside and saw the Fakir some
furlongs away turning at a corner. It was impossible to call him
back I then finished my meals but all the time I was thinking as
to how | Would be able to meet the Fakir again. Then 1 suddenly
remembered that ‘my one msh was yet to be fulfilled and that was
blessmg me from head to foot. So I thouﬁht that anyhow that Fakir
would agam come to my house and when he W ould come 1 thought'
of giving him khana. So I asked my cook whether there was any
extra khana prepared but he said ‘No' | There was khana sufficient
only for the cook himself, I then looked outside for the Fakir and
to xr'iy utter astonishment I saw the same Fakir again coming back
and passing by my door. I immediately called him and when he
came in I asked the cook to go back to the kitchen and leave us to-
‘gether, I then immediately offerred my ‘ pranam ’ to the Fakir and
gave him Rs, 2/~ saying that out of this amount he should take his
khana in a2 hotel as I was unable to serve him jood at my house,
The Fakir accepted the amount and without saying anything simply
laughed meaning fully at me. And then to my great joy he imme-
diately lessed me from head to foot by bis right hand and with
peacock feather. This was my last improbable wish and when I saw
it being fulfilled exactly as I wished, with in explicable joy tears
rolled down from my eyes and I simply lay prostrate at the feet of
the Fakir and again offerred my ’Pranam’. Then the Fakir raised
me up and eaid that he would meet me again on next Thursday i. e.
on 14-8-52. I told the Fakir that this would not be possible because
as per my vow, I would be gomg to Shirdi within a couple of days.
“Even then I will meet you”. So saying the Fakir went away.
1 wat wondering as to how he will meet me again. Any way,
in order to fulfil my vow, after makmg all the arrangement I left
Bombay on 12th and came to Shirdi on 13-8-1952.

~ “On Thursday, the 14th August 1952 during the noon arti
tune in the Samadhx Mandn:, while I ‘was lonkmg at Srz Baba’s
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photo, it suddenly occured to me what the Fakir had said and then
1 was so much surprised because the Fakir's saying had come true.
for 1 was in front of Baba performing Arti and so Sri Baba
too was in front of me. That is how the Fakir did wvisit me on

Thursday the 14th August, as promised.

Thus how Sri Baba at last brought this ' faithless’ into the
fold of his staunch devotees. These experiences also wonderfully
revael that Sri Sai Baba was not only a Sadhu or saint but he was
something more; He was an avatari “Satpurush and ‘ Bhaktakama-
Kalpadrum’ (i. e., Fulfiller of all the wishes of his Bhakta ).
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