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SHRI SAI LEELA

English Section

VOLUME 50 MAY 1971 No. 2

EDITORIAL
The Black Board:

'We have pleasure in presenting to our readers this
English section of the special issue of our magazine. While
doing this, we refrain from repeating what we have said
in our editorial in the Marathi section. However, to avoid
disappointment of our readers, we would only say that our
role is not that of the Vidushak (the buffoon) in the circus
ring, whose entertainment is unique, because we know
that we are not the consummate artist that he has to be.
We dare not assume the work of the ring-master, for
frankly we do not have the necessary strength, courage
and whip and are afraid of both, our performers as also
our audience. We claim to be simple artists trying to do
the assigned tricks with the utmost skill at our command
and thereby to please the audience. Or if the reader feels
that the role of the simple artist is also too much for us,-
we would be happy if he could consider us to be the black-
board in the class-room on which his teacher could write
his lesson in his clean, bold hand and supplement it by
reaching the heart of the pupils silently. If the pupils
happen to be elevated, it would be because of the learned
teachers, who have chosen to make use of us, and the

5
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precious lessons taught by them. Thanks to the blessings
~ of the Saint of Shirdi, many a learned devotee is atiracted
by the class-room and chooses to use the blank black-board
in the class-room, for expounding lessons, which he can-
not keep to himself. It is this, which enables us to render
some service to the people, and we are grateful for the
same to Sai Baba and our learned contributors.

Carvdinal Gracious:

We join in the felicitations given to Cardinal Gracious
at the time of the celebration of his episcopal silver jubilee
in Bombay on Wednesday, the l4th of March 1971. As
was stated by the Chief Justice of Maharashtra, Shri S. P.
Kotwal, the Cardinal has in his twenty-five years of office
brought about a2 change in the Catholic Community, which
no longer is an isolated unit, but has become part of our
national institution. With his eastern birth and western
training, the Cardinal is in a position to irapart to the west
the spiritual values lacking in its culture. The Cardinal
rules over the hearts of men of different denominations,

not so much through his religious and moral preaching,
as through his social service.

Raman Maharshi Stamp :

We are happy to note that Government has issued on
14th April 1971, the twenty-first anniversary day of Raman
Maharshi’s departure, a 20 paise brilliant orange and raw
sienna Shri Raman Maharshi commemoration stamp in
continued recognition of the services rendered to mankind
by the Maharshi. As was observed by the President at
the time of releasing the stamp, Shri Raman Maharshi is

“one belonging to the illustrious line of teachers and
thinkers.”

Federatlon of religious and communal trusts:

There is no denying the fact that many of our present
day ills are due to religious fanaticism, religious and com-
munal differences, dogmatism, and lack of ideas of universal
brotherhood and moral code and if something could be
done to rub out these religious and communal differences
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and to foster the growth of universal code of morality and
brotherhood, that would be most welcome. The Sai Baba
Foundation, founded in 1968 for pursuing the work of ser-
vice to humanity, which Sai Baba had rendered during his
life time and which has been a source of never-failing
inspiration to his devotees since his Nirvana, has realized
this and is thinking of establishing a school or college,
which would impart instructions in all religions and
schools of thoughts and which would facilitate a coopera-
tive study of all religions, sects and schools of philosophy
and evolution of a system of universal brotherhood and
universal moral code. As the scheme is ambitious and
would require a lot of preliminary work and aid of public
and charitable institutions of all religions and communities,
the trustees of the Foundation have conceived an idea of
forming a federation of important religious, communal and
other public trusts, in the city in the first instance and in
the state later, and through this federation arrange for the
following preliminaries :—

1. holding of a seminar for discussing comparative
merits of different religions in the world;

2. holding of a conference of representatives of all
religions in the world;

3. spreading of knowledge in regard to all religions
in the world and the urgent need for their unifi-

cation by,
a. arranging for lectures of eminent persons
and/or

b. undertaking publication of suitable tracts,
periodicals, books, etc.;

4. to estimate the cost that would be involved and
the manner in which it could be met.

The idea is commendable and we have no doubt it will
appeal to the managers of various religious and communal
and other public trusts and the proposed federation wiil
come into existence and initiate action for the necessary
preliminaries at no distant date.




SHIRDI SAI BABA
by

Solomon Benjamin

‘Shirdi Sai Baba, He was full of love,

He taught us how all the people to serve;

If you wish to experience as I did,

Read ‘Miracles Galore, ego get rid,

Do this, but first read ‘Sai Satcharita’.

In that book you find Sai’s boundless Prema.
Sai was an Avathar as you can see

And He lived in this world for you and me.
In world Avathars come when sin engulfs

By and large man’s life, when they do indulge,
Ah! In wine, w.omen, money, sins many,

But forget God who could make them happy
And it’'s then They come fo make us steady.




THOUGHTS TO PONDER OVER

(1)

“RAMA NAMA is not for the few; it is for all. He who
takes this name lays by a rich store for himself and it
is inexhaustible.

“The more you draw upon it, the more it increases.
It is infinite. As the Upanishad says, you take out infinite
out of infinite and infinite remains behind. It is the un-
failing panacea for all the ills, physical, mental and spiri-
tual, to which the man is subject.

“Ramanama is only one of the numerous names of
God. In fact, there are as many names of God as there
are human beings in the world. Ybu may substitute
Krishna for Rama or can substitute it by any of his count--
less names and it will make no difference. I myself had
got the mantra of Ramanama from my nurse when I was
a child. I used to be frightened of ghosts and evil spirits
in the dark. My nurse told me : “If you repeat Ramanama,
all the ghosts and evil spirits will vanish”. I accepted her
advice with all the unquestioning faith of a child. That
cured me of my cowardice. If that is the experience of a
child, how much more will the grown-ups stand to gain
by it if they repeat Ramanama with understanding and
faith ?

“But the condition is that it must come from the heart.
Do evil thoughts possess you or are you tormented by lust:
or greed? Then there is no charm against it like
Ramanama”. |

— Mahatma Gandhi

(2)

“I am afraid I am no scholar and my knowledge of
Sanskrit is exceedingly meagre. But it does not require
a knowledge of Sanskrit, desirable as that is, to admire
Ramanama, the great epic of our race, which had moulded
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the thoughts and emotions of uncounted generations of
people in India during past ages. From the peasant in the
field and the worker in the factory to the high-brow and

the scholar, the story of Rama and Sita has been a living
one.”

— Jawaharlal Nehru

(3)

“In the expensive annals of Indian mysticism, Rama
Mantra has played a very important role. From a very
long past down to our times, there have been out-standing
Saints who have obtained liberation through devotion to
Shri Rama. While comparisons are odious, it is neverthe-
less true that Shri Rama has redeemed more devotees that
‘any other deity.

“The reason is not for to seek. He lived in this world
as one amongst us and lived an altogether human life.

g3 TTFAT §9: FORG WEE @, |
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“All avataras are amsas of the Lord, but Shri Krishna
was Lord Himself. And Shri Ramavatra was an incarna-
tion in the fullest sense of the world. He permitted Him-

self a lapse of memory on His Divine origin in fulfilment
of a curse Bhrigu placed on Him.”

- — Extract from Tarak Mantra by
Nishkinchan, published in Tapovan
Prasad, April 1971.

(4)

It is the aim of the Upanishads to point out that ele-
ments of duality and externality persist at the intellectual
devel, however much we may try to overcome them. In



THOUGHTS TO PONDER OVER 71

- knowledge and morality, we require the subject, object,
relation. There must be something higher than mere
intellect, whose existence is no longer formulated in terms
of knowledge. The unity of existence requires that we
must transcend the intellectual level. Thought, as ordi-
narily understood, deals with objects viewed as beyond or
other than the process of thinking. Reality is different
from thought and can be reached in the turiya state of
highest immediacy, which transcends thoughis and its dis-
tractions when the individual coincides with the central
reality. Anand or delight is the highest position, where
the knower, the known and the knowledge become one.
Here the philosophical quest terminates, the suggestion
being that there is nothing higher than Ananda.
“Strictly speaking we cannot give any account of the
highest reality of Anand. Even the question whether it is
Here the philosophical quest terminates, the suggestion
require us to give some description. It is truer to consider
it concrete than abstract.”
— The philosophy of Upanishads by
Dr. S. Radhakrishna.

()

God seeks comrades and claims love;
The Devil seeks slaves and claims obedience;

The tyrant claims freedom

and yet to keep it for himself. |
— Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore

(6)
“You must not only get merely detached, but you must
become joyously indifferent. This is the pregnant paradox
which we may state as ‘passionate dispassion’. When
you have cultivated this attitude fully, you are then in
Truth; No more meditation for you.”
— Swami Chinmayanand




BASIC STRUCTURE OF RELIGIONS IN DANGER

On 21st March 1971, at the time of performing the
opening ceremony of Mangal Karyalaya, at Shirdi, which
has been constructed from out of the munificent donation
given by Shri. Contractor, a Parsee bachelor from Sikkim,
Shri T. R. Kulkarni, a joint secretary in the Legal and
Judicial Department of the Government of Maharashtira,
gave an illuminating address. The gist of the address is
reproduced here for the benefit of our readers, who could
not attend the opening ceremony. The readers will do
well to seek guidance from Saints like Sai Baba and modern
thinkers like Jung to ensure peaceful existence amongst
people of all religions, faiths and creeds, which as Shri
Kulkarni pointed out is the key to real prosperity and
everlasting happiness.

Shri Kulkarni stated that the idea of giving donations
for good causes is not new to the Indian mind and one
should not be surprised at the munificent donation given
to Shirdi Sansthan by Shri Contractor. Tukaram says

SErfaar gq sun =g | Se@ AR §= 0. One should
obtain wealth in the accredited manner and then spend it
dispassionately. It is not that only farmers and producers
of goods earn money by IAm IFEmER, We have trades-
men and businessmen, whose earnings are in no way less
uncontaminated and pure. They render useful services
to both the producer and the consumer and in return get
a reasonable and well deserved share in the profits of the
transaction. But if we find a merchant mixing sawdust
with tea and passing on the mixture to the consumer as
genuine stuff and thereby earning money, we should con-
sider the man and his money as corrupt and keep ourselves
away from him. As for the utilization of the money pro-
perly earned, Shri Kulkarni pointed out that it has to be
done with ‘Udas Vichar’ ie. with the thinking of the
philosopher. He then pointed out that the donor in this
case had a lofty object in making the donation and the
purpose for which he has the donation utilized is not even
likely to be of any personal advantage. Humourously, he
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pointed out that Shri Contractor was a bachelor of advanc-
ed age, who was not likely to require the Mangala Karya-
layal for his personal use or for the use of his children. He-
pointed out that some charity-minded persons create trusts
by deeds which require that the management of the trusts
should remain with them, their children or their descen-
dents. These are donations with reservations and cannot
be considered to have been made with Udas Vichar.

Shri Kulkarri then pointed out that by his donation
to Shirdi Sansthan, Shri Contractor has given lie to the
complaint that there is at present lack of cultural integra-
tion and that in our country, the members of the Parsee
Community are at present keeping themselves away from
the main social and cultural stream. He observed that
because of his inherent greatness, Sai Baba attracts people
from all walks of life and has a large number of Parsee
devotees,

He then stated that the main stream of human life
was like the deeply rooted bunyan tree with its widely
spread out branches providing shelters for birds, not only
of the same feather but of different feathers, i.e. religions,
faiths and philosophies. The bunyan tree constitutes the
unifying force and helps eradication or evening out of
differences, if and when they arise.

In simple words, the bunyan tree is the spiritual basis
underlying all religions, faiths, philosophies, and it pro-
vides life and shelter to all religions in the world. Fana-
tics, however, lose sight of this fact, claim supremacy for
their religion or way of thinking and in support like the
Satan quote the Bible. We find protagonists of religions
guoting Bhagawatgeeta in support of their staunch
adherence to their religions.

Sprey, @Mt Bapor: | wed T ara |
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Liittle do they realize that wgyy implied here is not the
dogmatic religion, but the enjoined duty of the man.
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Communalism or radicalism is a cruel axe, striking at
the roots of the spiritual basis of all religions or philoso-
phical thinking.

The radicalist thinks of the mass mind with materia-
listic bearings and is out to kill old order and things and
aims at cosmos by creating chaos. It is needless to say
that he is out to cut the branch of the tree on which he
sits.

The world is not, however, full of radicalists. We
have also men like C. G. Jung, who calls upon each indi-
vidual to realize his own self, to elevate it and then to
unite it with the Supreme Being and thereby exercise a so-
bering influence on the environment created by the de-
structive preaching of the radicalist or the bigot. And
herein lies our solace, our road to peaceful existence, the
key to real prosperity and everlasting happiness. In the
end, Shri Kulkarni expressed hopes that Sai Baba will
show us the right path and the power to pursue it.

- The managers of Shirdi Sansthan are grateful to Shri
‘Contractor for the munificent donation he has made purely
out of his devotion to Shri Sai Baba and love for service
to the Society and will no doubt do their best to ensure
that the Mangal Karalayal becomes a really auspicious
thing, bringing happiness to all, the donor, the donee and
the people for whose benefit the donation is given. We
ch our part express in addition our thanks to Shri Con-
{ractor for being instrumental to the thought-provoking
address, which Shri Kulkarni was prompted to deliver at
the opening ceremony of the Karyalaya. So far as Shri
Kulkarni is concerned, we would make him only one re-
quest, if he could give us some such thoughts off and on,
we would be passing them on to our readers and this will
be to the enrichment of all. We realize that men like Shri -
Kulkarni are too busy, but if the basic structure of all
religions and Shradhas is in danger, it is absolutely essen-
tial that they should find some time to give shape to their
thoughts and to provide guidance to the bewildered masses.




SADASHIV BRAHMENDRA
A Pandit — Avadhoot from the South
By
G. N. Purandare, Advocate

Sadashiv Brahmendra Swami was an accomplished
Avadhoot, an intellectual, a poet, a bhakta, and a Vedanti;
perhaps there is no other Saint in Indian history whose
life was so picturesque. He hailed from Shahajirajapu-
ram, near Tanjore and from a family of learned brahmins
which had the patronage of King Shahaji of Tanjore
(1684-1711). Like Samarth Ramdas Swami, he ran away
from his home and the life of the house-holder on the very
day on which his marriage was to be celebrated. He be-
came a monk and wandered in the jungles in search of a
Guru. As was destined, he came in contact with a great
Yogi by name Paramshivendra Saraswati. The Guru
initiated him into Sanyas. His Guru was a great scholar
and was the author of Sanskrit works of literary merit,
“Shivgeetabhashya” and “Dahar Vidyaprakashika”. In
association with his learned Guru and under his direction,
Sadashiv Brahmendra, too wrote scholarly works such as
“Brahma Tatva Prakashika” on Brahma Sufras, “Yoga-
sudhakar” on Patanjala Darshana; “Siddhanta Kalpavali,”
“Dakshina murti stotra”, “Atmavidyavilas”, etc.

He was a mouni, an avadhoot (naked ascetic), an
erudite Vedanti and a Nirguna Upasak. He lived a sche-
~ duled life as a Yogi and used to get into Samadhi with
little effort. He kept himself in communication with
the outside world only by writing and signs and never by
‘words. |

Many miracles have been attributed to him. He rais-
ed a dead body into life again. He cured a Brahmin of
advanced leprosy at Ramnad by giving him Vibhuti. At
one and the same time, he was seen at more than one place.
He wrote the Bijakshara Mantra with a Darbha blade on
the tip of the tongue of a disciple of his and at once he
became a learned Pandit. Whenever he used to visit any



76 SHRI SAI LEELA-MAY 1971

temple and meditated before the idol, flowers used to fall
down on him from above.

He was a great artist as well. He composed famous
stories for the ‘Kathakali’ performance. He had a singular
taste and mastery in music, which is evident from his
great work, ‘Balarama bharatam’. He has written one
drama “Lakshmi — Kalyanam”. The ruler of Tanjore,
King Shahaji and his younger brother Sarfoji, of Travan-
core and Pudukottah had a very high respect and reverence
for him. A story goes that he once surprised Tippu Sultan
with his nude presence while he was in his harem. One
of the Sultan’s atendants severed his arm from the frunk,
The great Yogi bore it all without any awareness of the
wound inflicted. The Sultan was amazed and followed the
Yogi and prayed for mercy; whereupon Sadashiv Brahmen-
dra simply touched his wounded shoulder by his other
hand and lo, appeared thiere his severed arm as before.

The event of his death was equally marvellous as his
life. He told his associates the exact time and place of his
Nirvana. He took Samadhi under a Bilva tree and told
the people that a certain brahmin would come from
Varanasi with a Shivalinga, and that the linga should be
installed on his Samadhi with all the necessary rituals.
Thereupon the great Avadhoot Yogi descended down into
the pit in Padmasana pose. After some time, a loud noise
burst out and a great beam of light emerged from the pit
in all glory and withered its way into the Paramakasha. As
- was foretold, a brahmin came from Varanasi with a linga
in his hand. He installed it on the Samadhi. This place
is Nerur' in the South. The brahmin disappeared from
there soon afterwards. People believe that Kashi —
Vishveshwar himself took the trouble to come there and
sanctified the place with his holy and divine presence.

The uniqueness of the career of Sadashiv Brahmendra
was that he was all in one, a Yogi, an avadhoot, a pandit,
a bhakta, an artist and in this respect he presents a replica
of the great figure of the ninth or tenth century, Shri
Gorakshanath. The stories of Sadashiv Brahmendra are
quite well known in the South, but beyond the river
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Kaveri, his name is not known. The purpose of this short
Yife account is to acquaint our readers with the great Yogi’s
¥yogic powers.

THE CHAIN LETTER*
by M. L. Mehta

A chain letter, as it must happen to all men, including
women I suppose, came to me in the mail. I read it hur-
riedly. It was my only mistake. It said:

““Om Shri Shri Sai Baba.

This prayer has been sent for goed luck. This prayer
is originally from the Netherlands, You will have a
piece of a good Luck four days after receiving this letter if
you mail it to 20 persons fory whom you wish the best.
The following are examples of what can happen if you
fail to follow instructions. In the the U.S.A., a Mr.
Miller received 50,000 dellars after getting this letter but
died because he tried to break the chain. General B. N.
Kaul of India broke the chain and was sacked from the
Indian Army. For you own good, begin to mail this
letter to the number of people specified.” |

A rather obnoxious mixture of faith and greed —

faith in God and trust in Lady Luck, I thought. This was
in direct contrast to the teaching I had always been sub-
jected to: the reward for faith is a place in heaven. Ac-
cording to this letter, I could keep my soul blemishless
and build up my bank account too.

I then said aloud : “What kind of profit is it if you gain

a fortune but in the process lose your soul?”

My colleague seated next to me and whom I had told
about this letter said : “I too received a similar letter long
ago. But it was my wife who maintained the chain.
Thanks to Lady Luck. I am here today.”

I paid little heed to his warning. I put the letter
away and went about my work. But only for a while.

* Reproduced from the Weekly Times, dated 11-4-1971.
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Again the letter appeared out of the medley of papers on
my desk. I decided to wire the sender and ask if the

50,000 dollar prize was tax-free. But the letter was anony-
mous.

Chosen few

I wondered why I was one of the chosen few, to receive
this good luck in exchange for a mere prayer. True, this
morning I had given ten paise to an old beggar-woman,
And I recall T had once fed ants with left-over flour. For
these trifling acts was I to be blessed with 50,000 dollars
in the next ten days?

But how was I to make 17 friends in the next ten days?
Especially when it had taken me so many years to win
the few I had. The chances are about ten to one. Indeed,
Lady Luck has to come to my aid, and quickly.

I crumpled the letter and threw it away and de-
cided to wait for one of the state lotteries and hope — not
pray — for the best. Forget it, T said to myself. Happily,
I am mnot superstitious. On the ninth day, as I looked
into a file kept in the side-rack in the office, I noticed the
letter had somehow managed to enter that file. I read
it again.

I tried to convince myself, “All these statements have
been put in the letter to do away with you. Mr. Miller
died after receiving 50,000 dollars just because he did not
send 20 copies to as many people. That sentence sent a
chill down my spine. But I tried to rationalise. Sheer
hypocrisy! No intelligent human being would allow
himself to be pressurised into agreeing to such a stupid
venture.

No, on to the 20 copies. How much time deces it re-
quire to make them? About 45 minutes and 15 seconds
for my pretty fast typist. Of course, when she is nervous!

We believe in duty and not its fruits thereof as pro-
pounded by Lord-Krishna in the Bhagvad Gita.

No time to philosophise. I have little time left to get
this bonanza. For God’s sake

......




OBITUARY

We pay our homage to the souls of Kulpati Munshi
and Shri Hanumanprasad Poddar, the editor of
Kalyan, who discarded their worldly frames, Munshiji
i on the 8th February 1971 and Poddarji on the 22nd
i March 1971, and left for their permanent abodes.
¢ Both had lived a rich varied life and established monu-
ments for themselves while they were alive.

: The Sanskrit Vishwa Parishad and the Bharatiya
. Vidya Bhavan established by Munshi will continue to-
be his monument for years to come. People in India
will also remember with grateful reverence all he had
done for the resurrection of Shri Somnath temple.

As was mentioned by Dr. Radhakrishna —

“Shri Munshi’s contributions to our public life
have been varied. He was a valiant fighter for free-
dom; he was a Minister in the Bombay State; he was
our representative at Hyderabad during difficult
times; he was Governor of Uttar Pradesh; he is a great
lawyer; but the most important service he rendered
to our country is the establishment of the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan. It is the great monument to life, and
I have no doubt that it will make his name remebered
in this country for many decades.”

Like Shri Munshi, Shri Hanumanprasad Poddar
was also a man of manifold activities and he had
rendered services to the country and our people in
various fields. For the past several years, he had be-
come inseparable from Kalyan, Kalyan Kalpataru and
Geeta Press and the services he rendered to us through
these media have been unique. In the tributes paid
to him by one of his dearest friends, it is stated that




by Shri Poddar’s demise the Sun on the Ram marg,
the path laid down by Shri Ram, has set. Shri Pod-
darji believed in universal brotherhood, had respeci
tor all religions and did not consider anyone low, al-

though he was a staunch follower of the Arya Vedic
Sanaten Dharma.

We have been bereaved by the loss of these two
saints.

We have also become poorer by the loss of Dr.
V. N. Shirodkar and Dr. V. S. Ranadive. Shri Shirod-
kar was an eminent surgeon of international fame and
was rendering yeoman’s service to family planning

and health of women. We lost him on 7th March
1971.

Dr. Ranadive was the pioneer of the medical
practitioners’ effort to start and run a hospital on a
co-operative basis for the benefit of the middle classes.
The Shushrusha Hospital in Dadar is the result of
this effort and is rendering very useful service to the
people. Death stole upon Dr. Ranadive on 21st March
1971 without any notice or warning.

We offer heartfelt condolences to the bereaved
families and persons.
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