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EDITORIAL
TOUCH AND GO
The ¥F'aith healer:

i

In the Times Weekly, Bombay, dated 20-6-71, there
was a report of the wonderful cures, worked by the faith
healer, Mrs. Rajamma Devandam of Hyderabad, in New
Delhi in April last. The faith healer is a lady of sixty
years. She was a physical education teacher in Madras

and Amndhra for about 18 years. One day she got hurt in an
automobile accident and was, therefore, confined to bed
for a pretty long time. During this period, she resorted to
- prayer as her only companion and the result was that on
January 9 1955, the Lord appeared before her in all His
heavenly glory and told her that if she prayed for the sick,
He would heal them. The Lord commanded her to give
up her job and to go out and serve. He filled her hand
wth His power, and since then she has the power to
cure the disabled persons of their disabilities by her
blessings and touch. The cures wrought are wonderiul,
because they include restoration of sight to the sightless,
hearing to the deaf, curing of men and women of such
 diseases as cancer, tumours, glands, heart ailments, etc. The
reporter was an eye-witness to some cures and he hath it

5
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verified that the cures effected were of an abiding natyre
There were cases in which the healing touch of My

Rajamma did not effect the necessary cure, but this was
because the sufferers did not have pure and simple min ds
having an intensive faith in the divine power of Mrs
Rajamma and the Lord. Mrs. Rajamma however asserted
to the reporter of the Times that people believed in what
they actually saw and did not take any doubtful posture,
Mrs. Rajamma does not claim to be doing anything. Cures
‘are the result of faith of the sufferers and their belief in
the Almighty. Some sufferers got cured instantaneousiy,

while others took time. It all depended on faith.

Supernatural things for the blessed few:

The Weekly Times is an established paper of long
standing and our reader would not be justified in doubt-
ing the authenticity of the above facts, however unreason-
ing and unbelievable they may appear to him. Stories of
Siddhas and the miracles they worked are legion and
people with simple and unsophisticated minds and deep
faith have not the least hesitation in believing them. Evea
then they realize that these are supernatural things, meant
for the relief —and also perhaps for the distress —of the
blessed few and the ordinary member of the suffering
humanity can hardly aspire to be one of those few blessed
persons. Firstly he would hardly consider himself blessed,
for if he were one, he would not have been the vietim of
any disability or ailment. Besides, to be worthy of relief -
at the Divine touch, he has to get rid of all impurities,
brass and tinsel, from his mind and has to engender in him
real, deep and intense faith in the divinity of the Creator
and his Creation. And this is in no way an easy task.
Hardly one in million can hope to achieve it and the efforts
that he needs for the purpose are to say the least tremen-
dous. There is also another thing not to be disregarded.
Relief so easily brought is likely to have its reactions, some

of which might be unsalutary and undesirable from the
psychological and other points of view. o
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Humanitarian work of Mrs. Rajamma :

Therefore, while we are happy to read about Mrs.
Rijamma and the life of service she has been leading since
the day of Revelation i.e. 9th January 1955, we cannot help
feling that unless there were a thousand Rajammas, en-
dowed with His Power by the Lord, and each had thousand
ssistants, themselves pure and simple, engaged in ridding
the masses of their devilish minds we would in no way
be justified in relaxing any of our efforts for the relief of
the distressed and the sufferers. At the same time, we
fully appreciate the importance of the great humanitarian
york that Mrs. Rajamma and her team is doing, bow our
head before her and the Lord and pray that as many
persons as possible get healed at the healing touch of Mrs.
Raijamma and that Lord in his mercy give us as many
Rajammas as He can. |

—

Problem of the disabled and suffering persons:

Here we are impelled to remind our readers that the
problem of the disabled and the suffering people in our
eountry is in no way insignificant and despite the efforts
we have made during the past twenty-five years, we have
ot been able to make any headway, because the man in
the street is not perhaps seized of the problem and unwit-
tingly withholds his contribution towards solving it.

In India, there are no less than 12 million persons
wifering from one disability or the other and about 4 mil-
fim of them are blind. But very little, if any, is done fov
their relief, which involves

(a) removal of disabilities;
(b) providing aids to disabled persons to overcome
their disabilities;
~ (c) rehabilitating the disabled persons and providing
| them with gainful employment which will keep
them busy and contended; and

(d) sparing them the contempt and d1srespect that is
generally meted out to them by their less unfor-
tunate brothers and sisters.
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Disabled persons: |

Permanent cure of disabled persons is a huge task
which can be handled by eminent physicians and surgeons
in. the world in collaboration with one another. Indiys
contribution in this respect has been poor, because there is
o dearth of eminent devoied physicians and surgeons in
the country and of the facilities they need for this work,
India could and should have done much in providing artj-
ficial aids to the disabled persons for overcoming their
disabilities, but in this respect too, we do not seem to have
been able to do anything very significant. One reason for -
this is that there is no co-ordination between assistance
given by the physician or surgeon and the technician to the
disabled person for finding out the aid properly suited for
the degree of his disability. The disabled person gets fed
up with tests and trials he has to give to various instru--
ments before coming across the right type needed by him,
and oftentimes he has not the money needed for these testz
and trials. Indigenous manufacture of these aids cannot be
thought of for years to come because of the ever increa.
sing drain to foreign countries of our intelligence that we
are everyday witnessing. We have also to learn that it
is in the national interest that we put no impediments,
financial or otherwise, in the import of these essential
articles. Assistance of Government and other employers
to their disabled employees for securing the aids they need
is hardly to be thought of. Private employers shun the
disabled persons and our progressive State Government
has been magnanimous fo provide for the employment of
the disabled persons in Class III and class IV posts, and
to preclude them from employment in higher and more
responsible posts irrespective of their merits and suitability
for the posts. In one of its editorials ‘Helping the Disabled’, ._
the Times of India, Bombay has pointed out that Govern-
ment has established four “Comprehensive national
centres” for the the blind, the deaf, the orthopaedically
handicapped and the mentally retarded, but the actual help
given to the needy has been inadequate. Nothing is doue
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to overcome the tendency of the private employer to avoid
employment of a disabled person, and even in Govern-
ment service the disabled person is made to suffer, not for
want of merit, ability or capacity, but because of the God-
inflicted physical disability. The man inthe street has,
pardly any sense of his duty towards his less fortunate
prother or sister, viz to ensure that the disabled person is
spared every kind of unnecessary and avoidable humilia-
tion and is made to feel that like the able bodied person he
is also a responsible and wanted member of the society and
that he has also to do his utmost to ensure that there is no
@g}deﬁaency, either of quality or quantity, in his output
-§§.1nsp1te of his physical ability.

‘Qufferings of persons afflicted with curable or incurable
ailments :

" To guage the extent and intensity of sufferings of
persons afflicted with curable and incurable diseases, one
has only to visit hospitals, public and private dispensaries,
clinics and Arogyadhams to see how they are ever overful
and to realize that the number of patients registered at
j@;_these institutions would represent less than half of the
suffering population because more than half of the sufferers
choose to put up with their ailments calmly and quietly
for want of funds, paucity of medical practitioners, want
of leave from regular employment, inability to avail of
medical leave, family circumstances, etc., till the ailments
become acute and a visit to a hospital or a medical practi-
'_tiion_er becomes unavoidable. The services rendered at the
hospitals or by the medical practitioners prove to be in-
adequate because there is a paucity of good hospitals with
all the necessary equipment and there is also a great dearth
of competent medical practitioners, leading a life of sacri-
fice and devotion. Our so-called rural areas suffer mors
than the urban areas for want of adequate number of hos-
;;pitals and medical practitioners, while our urban areas
suffer because of congestion in hospitals, long un-
‘ending queues in dispensaries and the over-worked medi-
:@fcal practitioners ,who for several reasons have not the
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time and the desire to devote adequate attention tg the -
patients. |

Remedies :
The remedies seem to be:

(1) establishment of a larger number of hospita'is-\,:_".
with all the necessary equipment in the rure]
areas; -

~ (2) increase in the number of trained medical praetl_-f;
tioners, nurses and mid-wives ;

(3) inculcation of the spirit of service, sacrifice angd
“and love for the profession, in the minds of young
medical practitioners;

(4) stopping of drain of any' medical and surgical
talent from the country; |

(5) urbanization of rural areas at a quicker speed; and

(6) spread of elementary knowledge of common ills
and their remedies amongst the people.

One needs large funds and it is primarily for the State
to obtain and provide the necessary funds. There are also
several religious and charitable institutions, with large
funds, which can do a lot in this respect. Even the poor
would be wiling to contribute his mite provided he
is made to realize that contributing towards the establish-
ment of a public hospital is an act of charity, fully war-
ranted by his religion, leading to identification with the
community and ultimate salvation and that the act of
giving alms and relief to an individual is an act of limited
plety and virtue, not preferable to any assistance given to
the cause of the society as a whole.

(2) and (4) can be achieved only with regulated State |
control over medical education and emigration of medical
students to foreign countries for further studies. The
State could also provide that every medical practitioner
- wishing to go abroad for widening his field of service must
have rendered at least five years of active service to his’
nation and people before embarkation.
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In the matter of inculcation of the spirit of service,
sacrifice, and love for the medical profession, which gives
immense facilities for service to mankind, much can be
done by the parents and religious and charitable institu-
tions striving to impart religious, cultural and humanita-
rian training to the students.

Urbanisation of the rural areas in a part of the deve-
lopment programme of the country, but it has to be done
at a considerable speed if we want fo do away with the
present acute shortage of qualified medical practitioners in
the rural areas. If we want the medical practitioners to
settle down in villages, it is essential that we create for
them there conditions, which would facilitate their giving
to the rural population the necessary medical aid and
relief with ease. In regard to (6), much can be done by
educational and charitable institutions and women’s organ-
isations. |

Alleviation of human suffering by the ordinary methods:

The extent of human suffering and distress prevailing
amongst us is large, but we have to strive to alleviate it
by following the ordinary methods. Except when all other
remedies fail, we should not expect any ailment to go
away by the mere divine touch because the ailment has
been of nature’s making and cannot leave us otherwise
than in accordance with nature’s laws, known or unknown
to us. There is no harm in any sufferer visiting Mrs.
Rajamma’s healing gatherings, because that does not pre-
clude him from resorting to other known remedies, but
‘he should not feel frustrated if the Divine touch does not
cure him of his ailment. The essential pre-requisite is
difficult, if not impossible of attainment and the failure oz
the healing power in his case could be attribuetd to his
inability to acquire the necessary purity of mind and deep
‘and intense faith in the divine power of the healer.

Divine blessing :
~ This is not to suggest that we should not seek divine
~assistance for the relief of our distress. But if we have
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been following the righteous path and have not transgresseg
any of the nature’s laws, the necessary divine assistance
would come of its own without our seeking and the only
thing that we need pray for is:
“Give me the strength lightly to bear my joys ang
sorrows” — Gitanjalj,

It is this which every one of us should try to imbibe
in the mind of every sufferer from physical disability or
ailment. If we do that, we would help the sufferers in
mitigating much of their auguish, and also help the So- |
ciety to find ways and means for the relief of the distressed.

Governance of Universities and colleges :

In June 1969, the University Grants Commission had
» appointed a Committee to consider the structure of univer-
sities, functions and responsibilities and powers of statu-
tory bodies, student participation and related matters. The
committee was headed by Shri P. B. Gajendragadkar, a
former Chief Justice of India and the present Vice-Chan.
cellor of the Bombay University. The other eleven mem-
bers of the Committee were drawn from amongst promi-
-nent educationists and administrators.

The Committee’s report in the matter has been released
to the press on 3rd July 1971.

- While dealing with the problem of student unrest, the
Committee considers that the origin of student unrest in
India is to be found in the social and political factors out-
side the academic system and partly in the situation pre-
vailing within the universities. The problem is not how-
~ever peculiar to India. Throughout the world, young
people, specialy university students, are feeling restive and
the unrest found in India is a part of the world-wide
phenomenon, although in many important respects the un-
rest here differs from that in the western, particularly
offluent, countries. o

According to the Committee, the present system of
education appears to lack a concrete aim or purpose and
seems ot be a mere ritual devoid of inner strength and
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reality. Teachers and students now want education to be
more closely related to problems of life and society and
hence there is a demand for a change in the syllabus, the
structure and courses, the systems and examinations and
methods of teaching.

The Committee has recommended participation of
students in the academic life and affairs of the university.
It has also observed that lack of financial resources has
been an insuperable difficulty in the development of uni-
versities. The Committee has also pointed out that the
main problem facing an overwhelming majority of stu-
dents is “the desire that their social status Be raised as
quickly as possible.” | |

“The attempt of some universities to restrict admission
only on the basis of merit or academic achievement does
not appeal to the backward sections of the society, who
consider such criteria to be weighted against them.”

The Committee has recommended that in some States,
- where the number of colleges is large and the colleges are
affiliated to many universities, it might ke useful to set up
a Collegiate education commitee to advise the State Gov-
ernment on all policy matters affecting the colleges.

The problem of student unrest in India is becoming
more and more acute. It has already affected administration
of a large number of universities in the country and unless
it is examined from all points of view and tackled boldly
by Government, it is likely to lead to disastrous results.
It appears from the summary of Gajendragadkar Commit-
tee’'s report that a careful and close study of the fact-
finding done by the Committee and early action on some of
its recommendations will help us in staving off further
deterioration in the administration of universities in the
country and meeting the challenge to higher education
given by the present unrest of the students.

Shri Saibaba Satsang Mandal, Surat:

We extend our heartfelt felicitations to the above
‘Mandal, which has completed sixteen years of life of ser-
vice and has embarked on the 17th year of its wuseful
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existence. Founded on 28-7-1955 with the object of serving
humanity, the Mandal has during the past sixteen years
of existence erected Shri Sai Mandir, Nani Hing Pg]
Chouta bazar, Surat, which atracts devotees from all parts
of Gujrat. The Mandal runs a Bal IMandir with a view
to ensuring that proper religious and cultural education
is imparted to children and it has a Sankat Niwaran Fund,
which is utilized for the relief of the distressed. Every
year it celebrates in a befitting maner IDatia Jayanti, Makar
Sankrati, Mahashivratri, Ram Navarni, Shri Narsimh
Chaturdashi, Shri Sai Pratima Pratisthapana Din, Guru
FPornima, Foundation Day of the Mandal, Shri Sai Samadhi
Din, Pateti and this keeps alive the interest of the people
in religious and cultural activities of tlhhe Mandal. It alse
arranges for Kirtans and Pravachans of eminent persons.
Last year, it had the benefit of the visits and sermons of
Swami Muktanand of Ganeshpuri arnd Shri Yogeshwar
Maharaj. It also publishes booklets, which propagate the
teachings of Shri Sai Baba. Last year, it published Shri
Sai Arati Stawan, Shri Sai Bhajanawali (second edition),
Ajab Sant Shri Sai Baba, and Shri Sai Chalisa. The last
was distributed free amongst the devotees. If any of our
readers happen to go to Surat, they would be interested in
visiting Shri Sai Mandir at Surat, learninng more about the -
activities of the Mandal and giving the Mandal suitable
assistance.

The Soviet Space Trio:

We cannot help feeling that Destiny has been cruel
to the Soviet Space Trio, Gorg Dobrowvdsay, Vladiscov
Volcov and Victor Patsayey, in snatching them away from
us on Wednesday, the 306th June 1971, when they were at
the end of the longest manned space flight. It has been
- crueller to the mankind inasmuch as it has deprived it of
& personal account of the flight that the three cosmonauls
would have been able to give us. The cruel hand of
Death fell on the three astronauts at the rmoment at which
they would have otherwise received a rousing receptioa
from the people in the whole world. Men proposed that
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they accord a befitting welcome to the three astronauts.
God disposed that they be given heroes’ cremation with
tributes flung from all parts of the world.

So far as the families of the astronauts are concerned
we need hardly say anything to enable them to bear their
grief. The life of an astronaut is a hard dedicated life and
once a man accepis it he and his kith and kin have to be
prepared for all eventualities. This is not the first mishap
amongst the astronauts, but the number of astronauts, who
had lost their lives before, was only four and in the present
case, till the last moment, there was no sign of any casulties
having occurred. It is, therefore, but natural that the
families of the astronauts and their colleagues must have
been deeply grieved by the loss. The cruel blow of fate
has not however deterred the other astronauts. The three
astronauts had established the first orbital station, the
corner stone of eventual cities in space and this has been
a very great achievement. While paying tributes to his
departed colleagues, Vladimir Shatalov, a fellow cosmo-
naut, assured the people in the world that surviving astro-
nauts would carry on honourably the cause of the depart-
ed. In an open letter published by Tass the Soviet cos-
monauts have stated that “the event which has just oc-
curred cannot stop the development and perfecting of the
cosmic technique and man’s aspirations towards the dis-
covery of its secrets”.

- As was observed by our Prime Minister, the three de-
parted astronauts were martyrs in the cause of space
scientific knowledge and we pay our homage to them.
Their loss is not confined to any particular nation, race or
religion but it has been an immense loss to the world of
science. |

Man has met with several such reverses in the past
in his pursuit of knowledge and will not be deterred by
the present loss in proceeding further in the task, which
had been undertaken by the three departed cosmonauts.

o ks B
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ON GOD
By
Vijay Kumar Veni, B.A., B.Ed.

O Lord! the monarch of this mystic universe,
How dare, I praise THEE in verse,
For Thy drop of mercy this restless soul,
Craves anxiously with heart’s open bowl
That nectar-drop of motherly love,
Falling down from Thy Bosom above
Will make this child raise his hands |
In praise of Thee, the Lord of Celestial lands.

X X X

In the frail smile of the dreaming baby I see Thy grace,
In the fragrant blooming flower of the morn, I see Thy face.
I feel Thy caress in the fondling touch of the morning

| breeze,
That prevents my hopes from becoming cold and freeze.
In the whistling wind I hear Thy endearing whisper,
That tells me repeatedly to trust Thee without any
| | murmur.
I see Thy various visions in the varying seasons of the year,
That amuse us lovingly as our near and dear,

X X X

- The pearly dews of the morn are tears of Thine,

For those who tirelessly toil in shower and shine;

The star-studded sky is Thy perspired brow, .
How much thou work and worry to free us from woe!
The thundering cloudy sky is Thy angry mood,

To see the idle and crooked, snatching other’s food.

How wisely Thou hast coupled the thorn with rose
Only to make us know how pain and pleasure are close !

X X X
I pray Thee, my Lord, keep me always out
From all that create despair and doubt,
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Teach me to surrender to Thee, with unfailing faith,
That will never forsake me, in life and death.
In prosperity, let me not forget Thee,
In adversity, let me not lose faith in Thee.
Forgive this sinner, O Gracious Lord! be kind and rmld
After all Thou art my father and I thy child.

MIRACLES
By

Solomon Benjamin

A miracle has been defined as a marvellous event duc
to some supernatural agency. Some learned people have
held the view that the performance of miracles is not
good whosoever be the performer, because miracles
transcend the laws of nature. How far this opinion is-
valid needs to be considered.

The book considered most holy by Hindus following
the Sanathana Dharma is the Bhagavad Gita. Let us
see if this book gives us any guidance for the correct
understanding of this vital question,

The Gita tells us that God takes over a human form
for establishing Dharma on a firm footing. This human
form is known as an Avatar. This changing over from
God to man is undoubtedly a miracle of the highest order.

Sri Krishna says, “Arjuna, I know all beings, past as
~well as present, nay, even those that are yet to come;
“but none (devoid of faith and reverence) knows Me”.
‘This shows the Avatar’s omniscience. Is this not miraculous?

- Then again Sri Krishna says, “Whosoever offers to
- Me with love a leaf a flower, a fruit or even water, I
appear in person before that disinterested devotee of
purified intellect and delightfully partake of that article
offered by him with love”. This shows the Avatar’s omni~
presence or capability to appear at any place at any time,
though bodily present elsewhere, a miracle very common
if we read the life stories of Avatars carefully and dis-
| 1nterestedly
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Another miracle we observe when Sri Krishng
cppears before Arjuna endowed with numerous arms,
hellies, faces and eyes and having infinite forms extended
on all sides, and again when He is seen endowed with
a diadem, mace and Chakra, a mass of splendour shining
all round, having a brilliance like that of blazing fire ang
sun, dazzling and immeasurable on all sides. This shows
the Avatar’s Omnipotence. -

If you believe in what is stated in the Gita, yoy can-
not but come to the one and only conclution that perfor-
mance of miracles in as natural to Avatar’s as eating
and drinking is to us. The miracle is but the natural be-
haviour of the Avtar. All Avtars who have come and
still come to this earth have performed and still perform
miracles with the only object to draw men to the God-
head, draw them away from sin, imbue them with good
and noble thoughts and lead them along the path of Self-
realisation. |

From what is stated above it will be obvious that
performance of miracles is a very natural thing with
Avatars and these have been and are being performed
~ with the purest of motives. This of course will not apply
to those persons who by constant meditation and assidu-
ous practice have attained certain Siddhis or powers and
a use of such powers would amount to misuse, making
apparent their ego and a desire to show off, which in the
long run acts detrimentally to their spiritual progress.

r——— —

GURU POORNIMA MESSAGE

“Life consists of mainly two aspects, the material
(visible) and the spiritual (invisible). We cannot bLe
carried away by the material alone at the cost of the spiri-
tual life. For example look at a tree. The tree is visible
with all its branches, leaves flowers and fruits. Its roots

are hidden underneath (underground). A building stands
well in its superstructure but its foundation is deep down
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below earth, underneath. These two aspects should be
Well understood. Unless they are perfectly balanced
neither the tree, nor the building, can exist. Because the
roots of a tree and the foundation of a building are in-
Visible and not seen by our eyes, they cannot be neglected.
The physical cannot stand alone. The spiritual should
be strong enough. We should rightly understand that
without foundation nothing could exist. There must be
the inherent power ‘“the hidden truth” to make a tree
grow from the earth through roots, and as well the design
of the architect and the masonary structure to construct
a building to stand erect at all times. We must find out
this ‘hidden truth’ which is hidden in ourselves.

“To find out and experience this truth, Divine Guid-
ance is necessary. For, Divine Guidance hits our mind
to a loftier realm of consciousness where spirituality is
being and knowing, knowing and being. It enables us to
express the inherent perfection that is at the root of our
existence, by expanding our life and consciousness. Saints
and seers hath said that this hiddén truth lies hidden in
our heart. They call it by various names, ‘Self’, Truth,
Brahman, Satyam, Jnanam, Anantham etc. As it is, it
is very difficult to realise this truth. Hence the Divine
Guidance is necessary.  The Hindus call him Guru, Sat
Guru, who imparts the knowledge of Divinity, etc., ete. So-
it is a must to seek a Divine Guru as guidance for us to
tread on the path of reality. Divine guidance is Guru
itself; for, Guru and God are one and the same. Through
the Realized soul, (Sat Guru) of his guidance only, we can
unlock the gate of the goal of life that enables us to give
up the small self in order to find the Real Self. It will
reveal unto the humble ones the secrets of life in all its
glory. Then he becomes the illumined one. |

“Divine guidance, the teaching of Sat Guru, is the
wisdom of the inward source, the spirit of truth, that can
enormously contribute to the common good of every body.
It sustains us nobly and well to meet the emergencies and
the problem of the world which might otherwise over-

A
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whelm us. It is an expression of the truth of life directly,
As such we have to realize the Divine guidance-Guru’s'
Grace - as a living truth in our own hearts and a genuine
sincerity in our thoughts, words, and deeds. The divine
guldance has to become for us a reality and we should
" prove it by our life. | |
“Unfold your spiritual nature and realize by the divine
guidance of your Guru. Sri Krishna says to Arjuns,
- Learn it by obeisance, interrogation and service. The ep. .
lightened seers of truth will instruct you in this know_._
~ ledge.” . __ |
“The Guru is the beginning of the Universe, vet he
himself is without a beginning; the Gury is the highest :
deity; there is none higher than the Guruy. Prostrations g
that Guru ! | | | , - |
“Prostrations to the Gury (in the form of Truth, Sat
ete.) who is the embodiment of the Bliss of Brahman and
the bestower of'supreme happiness, who is detached, know-
* ledge personified and beyond duality, who is like the sky
and is indicated by such vedic dicta ag “Thou art That” and
who is one, eternal, pure, the witness of all the changes
in the intellect, beyond all states and devoid of three

stick of knoWIedge has opened the €yes of one blinded by
the disease of ignorance. |

“Oh Sainath! Oh Mercify] one! you are ‘the ‘source
of peace. You are the embodiment of love, Pray let me

(God) i.e., you., | o |
“You alone are the guide and benefactor. Oh Sayee
grant me Thy divine_guidance May all my perceptions -
be spiritualised by the thought of (God) you.
“May I ever he surrounded by Thy divine conscious-
71€ss and be protected with Thy divine power. |
“Prostrationg unto you. OM TAT SAT.
“MAY BABA BLESS US ALL. o
- — Saipadananda Radhakrishnaswamiji.”
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