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THOUGHTS TO MONDER OVER
(1) There s but one law for ali, namely, that law which

governs all faws, the law of our Creator, the law of humianity,
justice, equality - the law of nature and of nations.

~Jidmund Burke

(2) International  arbitration may be defined as the sub-
stitution of many burning yuestions for a smouldering one,

~Ambrose Blerce
(3) It is nol ripht to furt, il is neither right nor wise to

menace.

~Fdmund Burke

{4) Ne mind is thorughly well organized that is deficient
in o sense of humour.

-§. T. Coleridge



BABA SHRI TRAILANGASWAMI
{G. N. Purandare)

Some time back I had given the life account of the great
Avadhoot of Tanjore, Sadashiv Brahmendra, who was little known
to this side of our country. Today, I propose to give a brief
life account of another Avadhoot, Shri Trailanga Swami of
Varanasi who was reported to have lived more than two hun-
dred years. He was well known in Varanasi in  the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries. He did a number of miracles by
virtue of his super-sensory perception and acquisition of Siddhis;
the miracles are well known in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Bengal.
Unlike Sadashiv Brahmendra, who was well versed in Sanskrit
and m Shastras in addition to being an Avadhoot, Trailanga
Swami was only an Avadhoot, but great saints like Shri
Ramkrishna Paramahansa, Shri Lahiri Mahashaya and Pandit
Gopinath Kaviraj had come in his contact and they all have
testified his super-sensory powers. The well known Vasudeva-
nand Saraswati (Tembe Swami Maharaj) is also believed to
have come in his contact during his stay in Varanasi.

Trailanga Swami was born in 1607 in a small village in
Andhra Pradesh. He came from a well-to-do family who owned
extensive lands. The young child was exceedingly attached fo |
his mother; to such an extent that her death changed the whole °
course of his life. When she died and was cremated on the out- |
skrits of the town, the young boy did not return from the cremation
ground. He lived in the ‘Smashan’ itself for some ten years,
His elder brother had got a small hut consteucted in the *Smashan’
for his younger brother to live there, He besmeared his whole
body with ashes and kept only a torn cloth on his body. After
ten years he moved out on an all India pilgrimage. He visited
Kailas Mountain, Mana Sarovar in the Himalayas. He had
gone to Tibet also. He pilgrimaged the corner of the Narmada
river, where at a certain Teerth he received ‘anugraha’ from a
highly realized person by name Bhagiratha Swami. He then
settled in Kashi. His *math’ was in the vicinity of old Bindu Madhav
Temple. In the center of this math, which even today is in good
condition, one can see a huge Shiv Linga. This huge boulder
is known to have been brought by Shri Trailanga Swami
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from the bed of Ganga river, carrying it in his arm-pit. This
temple qs since then reputed  as Trailangeshwar.

Trailanga Swami used 1o consume deadly poisons without
any evil effect on his bhody. Thousands of Kashi people had
seen him floating on the Guanga river like o raft. For days
together he could remain hidden under waler as well. He
ased to walk on hurping sunds of the Ghats with bare feet,
He had indeed @ huge body, weighing more than three huidred
pounds. But the preat mystery was that he ate very little.
He used to move about comptletely nude and observed ‘mauna’
in lone silence. His nudily brought him in clutches of the
Benaras Jolice. They put him in o cell and locked it The
huge body ol the aude avadhoot was soon scen of the terrace
of the prison cell. It was @ mystery how he deficd the Jock
and key.

He had travelled all over India visiting the various places
of pilgrimage. e stayed in Nepal in the courtyard of
pashupatinath temple and there he used to pass into Samadhi.
Even in the Himalayan heights, he visited Mana Sarovar. From
over there he came back to the Narmada Bank and stayed
there for some time and then ceturned to Prayag; he came back fo
Vindhya mountain and finally settled in Varanasi. During
his travels he performed several miracles. He cured incurable
diseases, and made deid podies alive again,  He used to meet
Chiranjeevis like Shei Dattatrayd. surashuram, Vyas and Ashwa-
thama.

At Varanasi he came in contact with Ramakrishna Para-
manand and Dayanand Saraswati, Onet ghri Ramakrishna moved
out to take darshan of Trailangd Swami and reached the burn-
ing ghat on the way. it is helicved that those whose bodies
are burnt on the Mani Karnika Ghat, get salvation at the
hands of Shri Kashi Vishwanath. On reaching the Ghats
Shri Rama Krishna got info Sumadhi and saw the divine couple
Shri Shiva and Parvati standing before  him—Parvati giving
a bowl of nectar o Shiva in his conch and Shiva pouring
that nectar in the cars ol the burning hodies and giving them
salvation. This account is recorded by his biographer, bis
disciple  Shri  Sharadanand Qwumi, Here is a brief account



H2 SHRI SAl LEELA-FEBRUARY 1872

of the dialogue that took place between thesc two realized
souls.
Ramkrishnu - God is one or two ?
Trailanga Swami in reply showed his fore finger.
Ramkeishna -~ What is religion?
Trailanga Swami :-Nothing but truth.
Ramkrishna ;- What is the duty of a living soul ?
Trailanga Swami :- To see in his own soul the divige

soul or universal soul and
serve  him.

Ramkrishna - What  is  love ¢

Trailanga Swami - To worship your own deity by
all the modes (nine in number}
of Bhakti and to get into
ecstacy until tears start flowing .
from your eyes.

The great Avadhoot had predicted the day of his demise, -
Before that he assembled a meeting of learned pandits; had
discussion with them and then gave instructions for a wooden’
box to be brought. He told his disciples as to how he was
to be given a Jala samadhi’. In the box, then, he sat in
‘Padmasan” and got it closed by placing a huge boulder over it
The box with its cover was then taken into the Ganga river,
where it is said that it did not sink but floated over water
and after some time a huge glow of divine light started coming
out from the inside of the box and proceeded in upward
direction. Thousands of people who had gathered there saw
this huge beam of divine light in the sky. This was in the
year 1881. The stories of Shri Trailanga Swami are quite well
known in Uttar Pradesh and reference can be had to old
editions of RBenares District Gazeteer. European civiliansf
had  several experiences about his miracies,




THIE NAME IS GOD
—SWAM! RAMDAS

GOD and His Name arc not distinet from one another.
Name is God Himself. The moment we think of the Name,
our mind is filled with the presence of God. There s no
easier way ol focussing thought upon God than taking con-
stantly His Name. When we repeat the Name aloud, we feel
our heart 15 flooded with the cestasy of love, because the
sound of the Divine Name awakens the heart to the bliss and
jove of God. :

ALTHOUGH mental repetition of ¢the Name is held o -
pe far more eflicacious than the verbal repetition, still the rare
experience of sweetness and joy derived by utlering the Name
aloud is incomparable. When the entire being of the devotee
theills with rapture fo the music of the Name, he realizes that
the Name is Brahman.

GOD 15 bolh manifest and unmanifest. The Name stands
for such a God. FHere the unmanifest is the all-pesvading,
infinite, immutable, tranquil and  static spirit  of Ged. The
marifest is the entire universe of name, lorm and movement
with all its beings, creatures and things. The Nume stands
for this all-inclusive and all-transcendent Godhead, who is both
personal  and  Impersonal.

THE Divine Name is thus the beginningless source of
all creation and the creation itselll  God, the absclute, is the
nameless Name.

THE Nume can free the soul from bondage. The Name
can take it 1o the highest consummation of spiritual life. The
Name can grant Divine sight to a blind soul. The Name <an
bless an individual with an universal vision full of sublimity.

The Name cun Lft the soul to inconceivable heights of God-
Realization,

THE power of the MName is invincible, A mind which
is considered to be unconguerable, by the scothing influence
of the name becomes docile, yielding and submissive. The
mind itself is transformed into Ged by the power of the Name.
He who takes rclfuge in the Name can work wonders. Death

itself will stand in awe of Mim. He can command all the
5
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forces of nature and direct them io bring about a spiritual
awakening in the hearts of men. The Name can make 4
buman being an embodiment of eternal love and joy. The
Name can convert an individual into a Cosmic Reality, ap
ignorant soul into a very God.

WHERE the Name of God is sung, the atmosphere s
permeated with purity, peace and bliss; for the symphony of
the Name spreads everywhere the splendour of love,

The Name is all-sufficient. The utierance of it is jtself
meditation. The ecstasy born of it is itself Samadhi. The
Name is love, light, power and joy.

THE writer can vouch for it from his own experience
that the Name by itself without any other Sadhana can grant
one the fullest vision of God everywhere and may merge him
m an ocean of never——ending love and joy.

THERE is no Sadhana which can be so universally adopted
by all people and is at the same time so simple for realising
God as the Divine Name. It is perfectly true, in the words
of a Saint, that he who has God’s Name always on his tongue
is a Jeevanmukta, or a lberated soul.

So, dear friends, to whatever Tace, caste, creed or colour
you may belong, take up the Name of God, and feel the
sweet communion with i, and you may depend upon it, your
souls through constant bathingin the nectar of the Name will:
not only be purified but will also be illumined with the omni-
present and omniscient light and love of God. This practice
of taking Name will lead the unyielding spirit of man to com-
plete surrender to the omnipotent power and will of God.
In the earlier stages when the Name is repeated with earnest-
ness, faith and concentration, the face and the body of the
devotee will shine with a peculiar lusire, his mind will be
filled with wisdom and heart with love. This is due to the
predominance of Satwa Guna in the devotee, TLater when the
repetition is continued with the same zeal, he will behold the
universe before him as the very expression of God. Becoming
one with God, he will have vision of God everywhere,

By the courtsey of AH India Sai
Samaj, Silver Jubiles Sovuenir,
1966)



OM
THE QUEST OF THE SELF

—Radhakrishnaswami

Real knowledge 18 Solinknowlegde-—Vision of the Self by the
gelf,  This knowiedge  consists of knowing God. in recognizing
His eternal form, in distinguishing the reat from unreal. Know-
Jedge goes peyomd  the mind, beyond the inteflect, beyond all
argumcntminn and even heyond the highest stage of speech.

It is pood [or us that we shoukd meditate on the Supreme
Septence, On any ane of these Mahavkayas such  as, TAT
TWAM ASL AHAM BRAHNNMASMIL vte What is needed is
pot mere repetition of the sentenee but meditation on the
qubstance o those Mahavakyes  {the  great sentences.)

Dilicult af  course, indeed, i that knowledge by which
one attaing One’s Sell, o Onc's orignal Form, which is seif-
born and cternal. That iodesd i the Form from which all
this comes oul. That indeed is the LForm., from knowing
which all ignorance comes Lo an end. When we begin to know
our Self thus, then all partinl knowledge will be at an end.
This is the great knowledpe by which sages of the past have
crossed  the ocean of ke, Vyasa and  Vasishta, Shuka and
Narada, Janaka and Vamwdeva,  Valmiki and Atri, Shaunaka
and Sanaka, Ramana and Ramakrishna, Sainatha and Ramdas
—all these great suges and caints have attained to this knowledge,

By the cffort of meditation on the Self coupled with this
knowledge, the pgreal ovme Supreme _without a second “Ekam-
eva-Adwiteoyam” s o he realized in you and that is verily
your Self. This is e knowledge which has made saints and
great men. That is the kaowkiege which s immanent in the
knowledge of the past, presend and  future. Even Vedas
Cfal to attain iL-"Yato Vacho Nivartante, Aprapyd manasa
| saha”. But by the grace of the Guru only, this knowledge
is to be attained.

Greatest of all the works in Sanskrit is Vedanta. Greater
than Vedanta itself, higher than it and subtler than it, is the
instruction of One’s own Guru. Indeed  the meaning of the
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expression ‘Sohamy’—'1 am HE'—is beyond all df:scription,
The Guru and the disciple become one in that meaning. Only
by Gura’s grace, this knowledge of Self could shine upon ug
‘The best means of obtaining this grace could be only through
the highest devotion towards Guru with complete Self-Surrender,

Sit in a quiet place, and seek spiritual rest in His Form,
as Sri Sainath did sitting quietly before his Guru contemplating
on His immeasurable Form to obtain this knowledge and
Grace, which He is showering upon all of uws who seek after,
There is no other way. Otherwise, this spiritval thirst—the
quest of the Self—shall never be quenched. By meditating
on Gurr's form with all sincerity and devotion, not only
one is purged out of all sins and sorrows of this world byt
ako aitains the true knowledge of the Self that liberates one
from the shackles of birth and death. “He in whose heart
the Guru enters is blessed with gifts richer than “Swargaloka.”
The real Swans, we are told, are able to distinguish  water

from milk. In that way one shall be able to find out
the truth.

Oh! Ye Brethern of spiritual experience, determine that
this knowledge shall abide in you forever by the grace of Gur,

the God. Otherwise, without it, there would be everywhere
grief and sorrow.

The true God (Self) is indeed the Seer, He is One. From
Him the Many have sprung. This is indeed a subtle process
to realize, but can be made known fo us in an instant’s time
by the great spiritnal Teacher (Samartha Sadgurn) if we are
qualified to such an extent by our intense thirst for the saine,

Shall we keep our mind open to truth, even though we
struggle and be subject to correction ¢ We shall strive with
humility and sincerity towards that one goal of life spiritual
—the life full of Love and Truth to realise.

e e ——



GEETHA IN DAILY LIFE

Smt. P. Sundaram

The message of the Geetha guides us in our day’s program-
me. Early rising by about 4 a. m. is the best habit to enjoy
health and happiness, for in the Geetha Lord Krishna states
that Yoga is for that man who neither sleeps much nor little,
eats much nor pothing. In short, extremes are to be avoided
in all matters. Next, cleanliness of the body keeps the mind
conducive to healthy and spiritual evolution. Guidance is to be had
in purity of thought, word and deed in several verses of the
Holy Geetha. The words uttered should be true, helpful and
loving without excitement or anger. Spiritual books must be
read tegularly to get guch a trend of mind.

Regarding food to be taken, clear instructions are found
i the holy scripture. The diet has dircet reaction on the
attitude of the mind and one has to be vigilant regarding the
xind of food that one takes. A very practical suggestion is.
given in this respect where lists of kinds of food to be avoided
and taken are furnished. Through experience also, we find
ourselves light or heavy, dull or spirited according to the food
we take. A life led in accordance to the verses of the Geetha
takes us to a higher Jevel of thought and nearer to godliness,
while our lapses puli us down to the earthly level swayed
between joy and sorrow, “a pendulum betwix a tear and a
smile.” Hence our nature pulls us up and down and it is
for us to guard and find ourselves mot going down at least.
With constant effort and perseverence ome is bound to evolve
oneself into Godhead. Hence, great men have preached to
us to be good, adapt, to adjust, accommodate, bear insult, bear
injury, return good for evil etc. May God give us all the
strength to put in practice the great and practical ideals so
that we may enjoy peace and bliss.

( By courtsey of All India Sai Samaj,
Silver Jubilee Souvenir 1966. )

e MT————_—



OM SRI SAT KRIPAKATAKSHAM

It may be interesting to Sai Devotees to know some of
the miracles Sri Sai performs to satisfy his Bhaktas’, anxiety
and  wishes.

As such I quote here an instance how the miracle Was
Plaved by Sri Sai on His Bhakia.

My mother aged 73 years, my wife aged 350 vyears and
mysell went to Shirdi to His Lotus Feet for our annual prayers
a couple of years ago. After staying 3 days at His Lotus
Feet as usual we were to leave Shirdj back to Madras.

It so happened that the day we left Shirdi was the §th
day from the date of our departure from Madras and by
returning on the 8th day, we would be in Madras on the Sth day.

My old mother and wife, sentimentally superstitious of the
religious customs, felt that reaching MAS on the Sth day was
inguspicious and felt reluctant of their journey. But the next
day being the 10th day and Vinayaka Chaturth day we were
forced to undertake the journey to be present for Vinayaks
Pooja at Madras and we undertook our journey from Kopargaon
to catch MAS Janata from Dhond Jn. and accordingly we
continved the journey hoping to be at MAS on the next day
(9th day) for Vinayaka Pooja on the next day (10th day),

Here shoots the miracle of Sri Sai surprising to our emotions.

Lo lit was the 9th day morning 6-0 o’clock when we were at
a station Kondapuram while the train should be in the normal
course at Renigunta, very near Madrag to reach within 5 hours
time. -

We were asleep and when we got up we found the Janata
was still at Kondapuram at that part of the time. We wers
amazed and enquiries revealed to our surprise that there was
a goods train accident af the next station (MANGAPATNAM)
and that Janata would not move for some hours to pass.
Thus we were detained at Kondapuram for nearly 6 hours.

Then the train started after all, for our consolation, but
came up to the oufer signal of the next way side station and
stopped, where we were informed that as the goods train derailed
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e
was obstracting the line our tmip could not go through and passen-
gors would have fo be (ranshipped. A place where no cooly
o s conveyance could be available. In great anxiety we hurriedly
traversed the distance of ncurly hall a mile to the Madras

ying our luggages, in hot sun where the
| had stopped and we, with great difficulty,

gide outer signal cary
Bombay going mai :
o compartment just to stand at the door-

huddled ourselves inlo
riages were jamepacked.  This Bombay going

way a8 the car
adras Janata and the Madras Janata

Mail was converted as M
inte Bombay going Maul.

At this spot again, we were detained for nearly 3 to 4 hours
and about 6 P.M. we reached  Cuddapah, where we  secured
some convenient place. The train reached  Arkonam Jn. about
midnight instead of midday, thus being Jate by over 13 hours,

We thought going at that part of the night to Madras
{about 2 am) would not belp us, and s0 we decided to get
down at Arkonam isell and we fook rest in a local train
which leaves Arkonam about 3 am. ond reaches Madras by

6 AM.

We slept away in this focal and when we woke up it
was 6 an. and af Muadras the 10th day - Vinayakachathurthi
Day. Thus we reachied only on the 10th day as desired by us
and also celebrated the Pooja the sume day. What a miracle !
How Sri Sai fulfills the desire of 11is Bhaktas can be well
depicted by the incident and experience.

Does this incident not teli His Bhakias to surrender
their all to His Lotus Feet - HE, who will take care of us, as He
saps “WHEN I AM HERE, WHY YOU FEAR™.

BOW TO SRI SAI ! PEACE TO ALL !

B.R.R.
SAL DAS.



BABA IS LLOVE
Sri Natesa Prabhu

God is Love and nothing but Love. - Everything in thig
world is governed by Him. He is behind all thoughts, words
and deeds, which appear to be conflicting and warring  with
one another, and which therefore cause thousands of disutrb-
maces and iroubles. Sages have not failed to detect Harmony
and Peace undemeath these distressing conditions when they
touch and realise the strong cool eternal current of Divine
Love beneath. Realisation of this Divine Love ig realisation
of God. To realise it one should seek it. What really happens
is that the seeker is sought by God, hefore the seeker seeks
HIM. Those who are acquainted with Baba, however meagrely,
know that Baba seeks and chooses His devotees from among
the multitude, long before they go to Him. Nothing but Love
would thus offer Love to the indifferent, Baba is therefore
Love and is therefore God.

2. To the general muititude, however, God ig only an
entity residing in a secluded corner, awaiting calls from the
distressed. To these men, God can safely be ignored so long
as life runs smoothly and comfortably and so long as success,
sound health and material gains are in sight. When they
dread the approach of failures, of material losses, and of
death, they have simply to go to God in His neglected corner
with some bribes and recommendations, and pray to Him for
relief.  God, Love, grants without any murmur, the relief
sought for to these indifferent men, Having gained their
ends, they restore God to His safe niche and return to the
worldly game to grovel in the dust. This cycle rolls on 2
thousand times without the groveller realising the need or
the way to get out of it.

3. God, who is Love, cannot keep quiet. He chooses
at random a few from the multitude for the grant of the
escape. He discloses His Love to them, and makes them the
bermapent custodians of Peace and Bliss. From the moment they .

are chosen, they seek God and are taught that God is Love, that |

Heis ouly One though He appears as Manyin different forms, ;
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The forms 50 assumed by Gc?d.are culled Avatars or Godmen..
They are Omnipresent, Omniscient and Omnipotent ; and the
chosen scekers are enabled to fee! these Divine traits in their
ibelators -+ AvAtaIs.
. 4, Those that contact Baba constantly feel His Antarya-
mitwa—FHis intimate knowledge of their hearts’ contents. Baba’
ompiscience is thus proved to these chosen seckers. Baba'ss
abilities o ward off the worst ucvils prove fo these seekers
His Omnipotence. Baba's appearance in many places in many
forms at the same time proves His Onmipresence. Who else
other than God can possess these gualitics 7 Added to these
experiences, these chosen seckers or devotees of Baba find
that their impending dangers ure quietly and calmly averted
by Baba’s very keen attention and care. Dangers through
devils and epidemics ure averted.  Molestations from ruffians
apd thropgh inclement weather are warded off. Countless
are the instances of such help rendered by Sai Baba out of
His unbounded Love. A few of them are cited below for
the readers’ pleasure.

(a) One poor child falls into @ welt in Shirdi. People
who run to the well expecting to pick up a dead child are
surprised to sce the smiling chitd floating on the water and
crying “Baba holds me up ! Baba holds me up! Baba holds.
me up | The fail does not injure the child in the least. Baba’s.
Love is cager to make cvery creature cheerful and happy.

(b) One devotee {Nana Saheb) {elt terribly thirsty in the
scorching heat of the summer on the slopes of a waterless
hill, scores of miles away from Shirdi. Baba saw His devotees’s
olight from Shirdi and took cffective steps 10 quench his.
burning thirst in a wonderful way. Who can fathom the
depth of Sai Baba’s Iove which is pursuing His dear devotees
and rescuing them (rom all hardships, expecting nothing in return '3

(c) Another guileless devotee gets a 50N and loses him.
Before losing him, this devotec is made to realise that he got
Baba Himself in the place of the lost son. At the next meeting
* the devotee is asked if he would have Baba or his lost son,
The devotee’s mind, which had already been soaked in Baba's
love, gives the best answer that he would prefer Divine Baba
- {o the mortal son. How powerful shonld have been Baba’s.
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Love for this devotee which made the devotee declare that
he loves Baba more than his son !

(d) Prahlada said, “Precyate amalaya Bhaktya -hariranys
vidambanam” - Hari is pleased with the True Love alope,
All else is chalf and show, Baba said to an Ankita Chilg,
“You are all right. Do not read books. But keep me iy
your heart. If you harmonise head and heart, that is enough”,
Another devotee (S.B. Nachne) was told not to fast onag
Ekadasi Day, as, perhaps, such a fast was a formality to fe
observed by those who cannot love God and can afford to
forget Him during the fame——earning Ekadasi fast. Baba’s Love
tids us of all formalities and shows, and insists on making s
love Him intensely,

(e} Without any exception, all Baba’s gifts elevate the |
recipients from human level to the divine. The children borm
of His boon are found to be Divine-tinted. One Blessed
child who died when he was eight years old asserted that he |
heard Baba talking to him; and those who should listen a5 °
intently as the dog in the well-known H. M. V. advertisement -
couid distinctly hear Baba's loving talks. What a straight
and direct Love-assurance to the Faithful !

5. When God breaks His silence and commences His
talk, He has always only the kindest feeligs to convey and
tries to convince us that He had been our unseen companion
since eternity. In the glorious Puranjana episode of Srimad
Bhagavata, God who calls Himself Avignata (e1fasv), opens His
talk fo Poranjana with this assurance : Why should God
accompany anybody through eternity and proclaim it to that
individual if it is not out of immeasurable Love ?

We find Baba greeting almost every one of His devotees on
the first occasion with something like, “We are bound together
births after births by the swest bond of bargainfess love. Let
us be friends now t0o”. That shows Baba’s Love. His assurances
to His devotees such as, “In the house of my devotees there
will be no lack of food or clothing”, “Why should you fear
when I am here ?”, - “Cast all vour burdens on Me andl
wiil look to you”, “When any devotee is in peril, I stretch
out four hands at a time and see that no harm befalls fhe .
devotee,” “If any one constantly thinks of me, I am his slave .
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and will give my neck to save lim', ete. ete., are sufficient

to indicate the depth and the quality of Baba's Love.

6. Love always gives and never takes.  Sacrifice, willing
.and absolute, 18 the oltstanding [vature of Love that is Divine.
Paba gives everything and takes nothing. What He wore,
where He slept and what e ate are too well-known to the
world, Baba ignorcs His comlorts, but is cager to provide
all comforts to His devolees.  This is motherly Love. A simple
rnowledge  of His Love woukl not fail to induce the listeners
to crave for its taste. Those that ask for it are sure to
get it.

71t is Love alone  that makes Baba  our Antaryamil.

How else can we account for His choice to dwell in our
nearts 7 It is Love alonc that makes Baba talk to us kindly.
How else can we account for His attention to these ungrateful
wretches 7 It is Babu's Love alone that enables us to taste
Baba’s Love ; for nothing clse could have befilted us to taste
i, Is it not declared that a Jivan Mukta {one who is not
Body- conscious}) alone can taste God’s Love - Baba’s Love ?
All Ankita children are blessed Jivan-Muktas as they foo taste
it. Those that taste Baba's Love are bound to Him interminably.
Sri Narasimhaswami crowns this “Babas Love for His devotees”
with these words :
“No devotee of Baba, we daresay, so faras we have studied
the cases of the devotees we have come  Across (and their
number is legion), has cver been degraded in  his nature by
contact with Buba. TPersons whe have fuiled in their expecta-
tions of worldly benelit rom Baba have fater discovered that
the failure was part of Baba's moves for the altimate improve-
ment of their soul".

8. God is Love, Baba is Love. Therefore Baba is God.
Baba’s Love is Divine Love, inexpressibly delicious and absolu-
tely invincible. To Baba (Love) belongs Triumph and Victory
So, let us sing.

JAYA BABA JAYA BABA JAYA BABA
JAYA SAYEE JAYA SAYEER JAYA JAYA SAYEE.
JAI SREE KRISHNA
By the courtesy of All India Sai Samaj,
Silver Jubilee Souvenir, 1966.)
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We are very much grateful for the donations from oy
Sai Bhaktas. Their names are given below -
HOSPITAL FUND

Late Dr. Tukaram G. Aakula.
(By 8ri N. G. Ganala. ) Bombay- 19 Rs. 551.00

M/s P.Deepak & Co, Bombay- 2. Rs. 10100
Shri. Manohar P. Pitale, Bombay- 57. Rs, 101,00
Shri. Shrikisan 8§, Yadgiri Rs. 1100.00

Late Rajeodra Venkatrao Mulay,
(by 81l V. X, Mulay) Bombay- 28 Rs.  501.00

Shri. M. Ramesh Chandra, Manglore, Rs. 46100

Shri. Daulatram B, Nairobi. Rs. 41005

Mrs. Parvati Menon New Delhi. 16. Rs. 50.00
& EY *

KOTHI FUND

Shri. B. B. Fataniz, Kenya, Rs. 208.55-

H. C. Dhodapkar. : Clo. 56 APO. Rs. 5100

Shri. Datlatraya Sambhaji Bhosle. Sangli. Rs. 7500

Shri. Damodar K. Marathe, Chembur. - Rs. 101.09

Shri Sai Dham. Bombay- 4. Rs. 101.00

Mrs. Parvati Menon, New Delthi- 16 Rs. 50,00

Shri. S. A. Rane. Narsingpur, Rs. 5100
Ed * *

KAYAM FUND.,

Shri. Pandhare Taiwant Hari, Bombay- 70. Rs. 150.00

Dr, Shri. Kaikini A. S.. Akola, Rs. 10200 .
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SHRI SAI SATCHARITA

[ A great poetical biography of Sui Baba, by the above
D amie, Was originally written in Marathi by the late Shri Govindrao
. pabholkar alias Hemadpant, n the year 1929, The book proved
g be 0 popular that it is now running in its eighth edition.
It is being translated into Hindi by Shri S. N. Hoddar, the well-
known journalist of Jalna. It is also being translated into English
by Shri N. V. Gunaji from Belgaumn.  Below we reprodice some
extracts from the English translation. ]

WHO 15 SAI BABA?

There are three views rcegarding the question ‘who is Sai
-~ Baba T
. (1) Many persons who uare accustomed to see things and
persons superliciaily, said that Sai Baba was a mad Fakir who
{ fwed' for many years in a worn out and dilapidated masjid at
. Shirdi, who talked al random and cxtracted money in the form
. of Dakshina from people who went 1o see him,

: This view is quite wrong. To a friend of Mr. R. A,

TarkhadBar who was full of tears when he was taking Sai

. Baba's Jleave at the fime of leaving for Bombay, Baba said,

. “Why do you behave like a madman 7 Am I not with you there
o Bombay 7 The friend said, ““I know that, but I have no
- experience of Your being with me there in Bombay,” There-
- upon Sai Baba said that the person who thinks that Baba is in
C Shirdi only, has not at all seen Baba (known Him really)—Vide
" P, 308 of Sai Leela magarine, dated 15-1-1925,

. () Some persons said thal Sai Baba was a saint. The
- Mahomedans took Him {or one of their Pirs and the Hindoos
- mgarded Him as one of their saints, The managers of the
festivals annually celebrated ut Shirdi refer to Sai Baba in their
' announcements as ihe crest-jewel-best of the saints ( Fagsmain ).
- This view s also not correct ; for
(3) Those who knew Sai Baba intimately and really,
- megarded Him and still repard Him as God incarnate. We give
- below a few instances.
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I—Hon. Mr. Justice M. B. Rege, B. A. LL. B,, High Court
Judge, Indore, in his foreword to “Sai Baba’s Saying ang
Charters” by B. V. Narasimhaswamy (Page 1-2) says.-

“Baba in the flesh was, to his devotees, the embodiment
of the Supreme Spirit lighting the Sadhakas’ path by Hig
word and action. The mortal Body has passed away but the
“Baba” once in it now lives in the Spirit Eternal, helping
in the silent way He often did in the flesh the myriads of
His devotees who seek solace in Him.”

2—A High Court Judge of a State in the North in his state~
ment on Page I in “Devotees Experiences” by B. T. Nam
simhaswamy says - .

“I look woon Shri Sai Baba as the Creator, Preserver and
Destroyer. I did so before His Mahasamadhi in 1918 and do
so now. To me, He is not gone. He is, even now.

“To me., He had no limitations. Of course, when He was
with us, there was the fleshy tabernacle. That was promi-
nently brought to our notice at times. But mostly the
infinite aspect of His was what remained before me. [
thought of Him as a mental or Spiritual image, in which
the finite and infinite blended very perfectly—yet allowing -
the finite to appear before us at times. Now that the -
body has been cast off, the infinite alone remains, ‘Sai BRaba”, .

3—Professor G. G. Narke. M. A. M. Sc. of the College of Engi~ :
neeting, Poona, in his statement on page 10-20 in “Devotees” __
Experiences™ by B. V. Narasimhaswamy says :-

"l have placed Sai Baba amongst the household gods we -
worship daily at home. Sai Baba is God, not an ordinary
Satpurusha, My father-in-law, Mr. Buti, my wife and my -

mother were all great devotees of Sai Baba and worshipped .
Him as God. :

“At an Arati, in my early visit, Sai Baba was in a towering -
passion. He fumed, cursed and threatened for no visible
cause, I doubted if He was a madman. That was a pas- .3
sing thought. The Arati was completed in the usual way..
In the afternoon {(of that day) T went and massaged Hlsaj
feet and legs. Then He stroked my head and said “T anli

%

i
7
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not mad.” Lol He is seeing my heart. Nothing is con-
cealed from. He is my Awmtaryami—the inner Soul of my
soud, { thought. Thencelorward numerous stances cccur-
red in my Own experience of His Antaryamitwa. When He
talked, He spoke as one seated in iy heart,  know-
ing all s thought and all its wishes. etc. This s
God within. [T had no hesitution in deeiding that He was
God, I tested him at times.  Lach test produced the same
conviction that He was all knowing and able to mould
2l things to His will.”

4—The Hon. Dadasaheb Khaparde—the famous and  learned
Advocate of Amraoti-Berar in his introduction te “Shri
Sai Baba of Shirdi™ by R. 3. M. W. Pradhan (Page 3)
says i—

“He appeared to know the innermost thoughts of every-
body, relicved their wanis and carried comforts 1o all. He
fulfilled my idea of God on carth.”

s_Shri Das Ganu Muhargj in his Stavanamanjari (ovi 17) refers
to Sai Baba as the Primary Cause of the universe, the Pure
Consciousness, the Ever Merciful &c.

f—Hemadpant first referred to Sai Baba in Chapter {st of
his Sai Satcharita as a wonderful Saint who ground wheat,
but after coming in closer contact he referred to Him as
God or Brahman. (vide-~Sui Satcharita Ch. 11-25, 18-4L
21-126, 31-85. 41-17 &)

7—Shirdi devotees, specially Mr. Madhavrao Deshpande alias
Shama who was very iatimate with Sai Baba, and other
devotees from outside always addressed Sai Baba, as Deva
(God).

. We agree in toto with all these devotees and think that they
< me perfectly right.

The Doctrine of the Immancnce of God,

' Qur ancient Rishis, the Scers ol the Upanishads propound-
ed the doctrine of the Immanence of God. They declared in
various passages of Brihadaranyak, Chhandogya, Katha and
-Shwetashwater Upanishads, that the whole of Nature including

" all things and beings, which is God's handiwork is filled and
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inspited by the Antaryamin ie. the Inner Corntoller and
Ruler. If any illustration or proof be needed to prove this
doctrine, it is Shri Sal Baba. If the reader reads carefully
the Sai Satcharita and other Sai Literature that ig being
published, he will, no doubt, be convinced of this doctripe
and know ‘The Real Sai Baba.’

3st Oct. 1939, N. V. Gunaji,
e O——

About the Necessity of 2 Guru

Hemadpant has left no note, nor memo about what Raby
said regarding this subject, but Kakasaheb Dixit has published
his notes regarding this matter. Next day after Hemadpant's
meeting with Sai Baba, Kakasaheb went to Baba and asked
whether he should leave Shirdi. Baba said Yes. Then some one
asked—"“Baba, where to go 7" Baba said “There are many ways
leading there; there is one way also from here (Shirdi ). The
way is difficult. There are tigers and wolves in the Jungles
on the way.” T (Kakasaheb) asked — But Baba, what if e
take a guide with us? Baba answered,.-Then there is ne
difficulty. The guide will take you straight to vour destination,
avoiding wolves, tigers and ditches efc. on the way. If there be
no guide, there is the danger of your being lost in the jungles
or falling into ditches. Mr. Dabholkar was present on this .
occasion not he thought that this was the answer Baba gave to -
the question whether Guru was a necessity; ( Vide Sai Leela Vol -
I, No. 5. page 47) and he thereupon took the hint that no dis
cussion of the problem whether man is fres or bound is of any
use in spiritual matfers, but that on the contrary real Para-
martha is possible only as the result of the teachings of the Gury
as is illustrated in this chapter of the original work in the
instances of great Avatars like Rama and Krishna, who had to .
submit themselves to their Gurus, Vasistha and Sandipani
respectively, for getting self-realization and that the only
virtues mnecesssry for such progress are faith and

patience- ;
( Vide Sai Satcharita, Ch. 11, 191-92), i

Bow to Shri Sat — Peace be to al]
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