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SHRI SAI LEELA

ENGLISH SECTION

YOLUME 50 MARCH 1972 No. 12

THOUGHTS TO PONDER OVER

Sweet are the uses of adversify;
Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous,
Wears yet a precious jewel in his head.

—Shakespeare.
* % #
Your old men shall dream dreams; your young mcﬁ_ shall

%66 VISiONS,
—ld Testament

B br 3 =]§:

All ambitions are lawful except those which .climb up-
ward on the miseries or credulities of mankind.

—Josepﬁ-,;(;onrad
B e & .
The man who has not anything to boast of but hig illus-

! trous ancestors is like a potato—the only good bcloﬂgmg to
I_nm is underground.

—~8ir Thomas Qverbury
5
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I slept and dreamt that life was beauty;
I woke and found that life was duty.

~—Ellen Sturgis Hooper

Beauty is fruth and truth beauty—That is all
Ye know an earth, and all ye meed to know.

—Keatg
#* ¥* Ed

Lozd, I believe; help thou mine unbeliaf,

—New TFestament
¥ % %

Believing where we cannot prove,

—Tennyson

The old order changeth, yvielding place to new
And God fulfils himself in many ways,
Lestotie "good custom should corrupt the world.

~—Fennyson
* * #

Our'birth is but a sleep and a forgetting :
The soul ‘that rises with us, our life’s star,
Hath had elsewhere its setting,

And cometh from afar :

Not in entire forgetfulness,

And not in utter nakedness,

But, trailing clouds of glory do we come
From. God who is our_ home.

—Wordsworth |

E:
5

i
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THOUGHTS TO PONDER OVER 67

ome books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed,

> w to be chewed and digested.

~—Beacon’
* # i

A good book is the precious life-blood of a master-spirit,
eqibalmed and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond Life.

—-Milton
¥z B3 3

Man shall not live by bread alone.
—New Testamnet

* #e B

Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he
is oid, he will not depart from it.
—Old Testament

Let dogs delight to bark and bite,
For God hath made them so;

Tet bears and lions growl and fight,
" For ‘fis their naturc tco.

But, children, you should never let

g Such angry passions risc;

Your little hands were never made
To tear each other’s eyes.
-—Tsaac Watts

# ¥ 4

~ Civilization means a society based upon the opinion™ of
civiians. If means that violence, the rule of warriors and
 despotic chiefs, the conditions of camps and warfare, of riot

~and tyranny, give place to parliaments where laws are made,

- and independent courts of justice in which over long periods

b3 those laws are maintained.
WUAE:

—~Winston Churchill



AN APPRECIATION
“SRI SAI SEVAK” Writes -

It is heartening to see the growing activities of the Sams.
than in these days when thinking men all over the wotld
are getting concerned at the rapid deterioration of moral apd |
épiritual values among the rising generation. Spiritual cenireg
like this Samsthan are like oases in the desert. The cult
of SRI SAI BABA bhas been steadily growing and is boypg
to grow due to its inherent power of Truth., The truth of
a few survives and the untruth of the many is blown off [k
the chaff. The strength of a spiritual movement like that of
SRI SAI BABA's is not in the theories and doctrines, by
in the character and Catholicity of its followers. By an inexors.
ble law, the truth of a movement finds its own Tevel. T
Samsthan is to be congratulated on providing a forum fg
sadhaks of different religions and denomination, The modem |
trend among the more intelligent sadhaks is to study compara- |
tive religion, leading te a synthesis of the best and the egsen.
tials of all faiths. It is my hope and prayer that the Samsthay
will stimulate genuine spiritnal introversion, leading to the |
discovery and realisation that man in his essence is the immer- :
tal spirit using the body only as a vesture, which undergoes ;
dissolution by the change we call death, and yet nothing happ- ;

ens or can happen to the unborn and immortal soul, which
the body enshrines, ’




e Lot

‘OM SAL RAMP

Guru Narayana

When will T see Thee - ‘O* Lord, and Where ?
High up in the mountains, Deep down in the oceans,
A search for Thee all in vain.

When will Thee, O ! Almighty Sai, open the door of
doubt

And let free greed and emotions retaining love, charity
and kindness 7

When will Thee, O Lord of Lords with Thy
Divine Power, put an end to pride and
all that's evil ?

wita Thy miraculous power, 0! Lord!
Make it pure-the universal soul
Help me, help me, O Baba 1
Afraid T am, 1 cannot face this wozld,
It’s full of pain.
Give me gift, Oh ! Divine Soul,
That every minute and every second,
Untit my last breath T breathe,
1 shall think of Thee and Thee alone.

By Miss Janaki Venkataraman.




MESSAGE
(SWAMI  KARUNANANDA)

My dear and Precious Premees,

Who is Sai Baba ? What are his Teachings ang why §
should we worship Him ?

Ours is one of the spiritual centers with the object of
turning the mind of all sincere seekers of God irrespective §
of caste, creed or religion, to paramarth from the varjoy
problems of the samsara in which we are enmeshed. Thougy
God is every where, He is patent in spiritual centers which, §
like Ghats in Ganges, have steps leading to the water apg ;
the river bed cleared of weeds and the channel is deepened 3
for diving and immersion. Every spiritual center has jtg owr §
uniqueness which attracts people of particular taste and predis.
position, and the uniqueness of our centre is that all sincers
seckers of God, irrespective of caste, creed, ‘sex or religion
are all equally welcome here, under the Gita maxim, “Hoy-
so-ever men worship Me, even so I welcome all ; for the path |
taken from all sides is Mine”. The same catholic idea is ip
other major religions also, e.g. in Holy Quran, it is said ; §
The true servant of the Most High speaks only in the mildest
and gentlest termes to the people of other faiths”, The God
revealed to you is the same as that revealed to us and your §
God and our God are one and the same as stated in the §
Rig-Veda. Ekam Sat-Viprah Bahudha Vadanti, ie. the Truth
is one, but it is spoken of variously by the wise. The same 4
idea Is expressed by Jesus, the Prince among prophets, by 4

His statement - “There are many mansions in my Fathers J
house”, '

Hence our ideal is to welcome alf carnest seekers through
SRI SAI BABA whose advent had the special mission of §
uniting the two great religionists - HINDUS and MUSLIMS-
who though living Inextricably together in villages, towns
and cities, were totally isolated from each other due to ignora-
nce of the other’s religion calling each other as mlechcha or i
kaffir. SRI SAI BABA born to Brahmin parents but brought §
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muslim fakir, and under the influence alfernately of
Hinda and Muslim Saints, was ideally fitted to effect a har-
mony between the two rcligions by showing that:ths God

e ——

| yorshipped by the Hindus under various namés. and: forms

ate meant o gloiify the same Supreme. Being worshipped

' ag Allah by the Muslims or Father by the Christians, The

Holy Quran also says that Allah has never left. any .people
unacquainted with His will by revealing the Quran ‘to' diverse
people through diverse prophets at different times,

sRI SAI BABA pointed out that the different..forms of
God imagined by the people were duc to the inharent limita-
tons of the human mind to grasp the unmanifested  Infinite.
Forms of Gods were like the shape of skylight seen:. through
o window of a particular shape ; but as one approaches’ nearer

. and pearer to the form, it transpires that the skylight seen

s of the shape of the window and the skylight ouside is
of the undivided dimension. SHRI SAL BABA. repeatedly
gmphasised that He was not the body, but the Infinite, Spirit.
SHRI SAI BABA cmphasiscd that God alone is the reality
end nothing happens except by His will and consept’ The

wisest thing for man to do is to submit completely ard unrese-

- mwedly to God's will. Man should read just his inner and

outer life in thoughts and deeds in o manner pleasing.:to God
by looking on all creation with love and compassion. Ignor-
ing whatever personal problems and predicament he may

E what else he can wish for in this life 7 When 2 man has
b funed the spark of Divine love in Him into a mighty blaze
! Which can overpower savage creatures like tigers and worst

cial mission d F ciminals like murdercrs, then only He can understand the
ad MUSLIMS-E

villages, tows e;' SHRI SAI BABA breaks down all barriers between man and

- due to ignow mn and also between man and all God's creatures. May

as miechcha u | 700 ll proceed together to the Goal of Liberation by the

ats but bro | 07 of the All Merciful SHRI SAT BABA.

meaning of the term that God is Love. The worship of
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Why. we should worship Sai Baba ?

All':Saints are not the same. Just as there are dffereyt
hierarchies of heavens, so there are different hierarchies of
saints, each smphasising some particular facet of the Infinite,
The Supreme is not infinite in just one dimension, but itj
infinite in an infinite number of ways. The unigueness iy
SHRI SAT BABA is that He excels in compassion and mergy
to His devotees, and comes down to their level, participating
in their worldly life of joys and sorrows, and out of His
mercy -removing their worldly ills and problems and at fhe
same time leading them to the spiritval goal. Another unique.
ness of SHRI SA] BABA was that He always insisted that
the devotess coming to Him should continue to worship
their traditional family Ishta Devta, and need not disturh
their system of worship, as all these different approaches
lead to the same Supreme Being. The essence of all religions
endeavour is not in what one believes but how one actually
lives in accordance with the law of the Most High.

May the most Merciful SHRI SAT BABA lead you to |
the Goal of all true spiritual endeavour.

With love and blessings —

OM SHANTI OM SHANTI OM  SHANT
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. Baba of Sakhori,

his entire time to Sri Sai Baba.
b simhaswamiji

SAIL RAM

Sri Sai Baba and Sri Narasimhaswamij.

- Sri Swami Kesaviahji-

On f{he occasion of the Silver Jubilee celebration on the
Al India Sai Samaj at Mylapore, Madras may 1 pay my
humble homage [0 that great Mystic and Saint of Shirdi,.
i Sai Baba whose very name is thrilling and soulstirring T
It is by Baba’s miraculous power that the late and lamented
gi. B, V. Narasimhaswami not only rose to great heights.
of devotion but also propagated Sai cult in various ways.
The All India Sai Samaj was founded by the Swamiji in 1941
and till the last breath in his bedy, Swamiji strove to make:
this Samaj a centre of attraction for all people without distinction
of class, creed or colour to embrace ‘Sai cult’ and follow
Baba's teachings. If is really a tremendous work done by

Swamiji.

ri Narasimhaswamiji, {ormerly known as Sri B. V. Nara~
smha Iyer was an astute lawyer at Salem, exchairman of
Municipal Council, Member, Madras Legislative Council,,.
and an excellent penman. Disgusted and depressed with the
happenings in the domestic, social and political fields around
him, Sri B. V. Narasimhaswamiji went in search of a ‘Master’,.
who could give him spiritual bliss and mental solace. Though
he met many a hermit in his wanderings, his mind did not
attain tranguility till at last he reached Shirdi and sat before
the Samadhi of that immortal saint, Sri Sai Baba. Swamiji’s:
feverish mind then became cool and calm and the restlessness.
of his spirit had vanished. From that moment, our Swamiji
became an ardent admirer of that great Saint and devoted
Gradually, Sri B. V. Nara-
took upon himself the great and stupendous
task of collecting data about Baba’s life and teachings. After
geiting anthenticated particulars about Baba from Sri Upasant
Swamiji visited many persons at different
places and gathered from them particufars of their eXperiences.
With those materials, he published the “Life of Sri Sai Baba

- ‘
o
o

I
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with Devotees’ Experience” as also ‘Sri Saj Baba’s Chartey J
and Sayings’. I have to say here that I was of great hely
at Shirdi to him at that time in taking down what all thy
came from his Jips just as Lord Ganesha wrote in soript
what sage Vyasa chanted which is now known to the world
-as ‘Maha Bharatha ! Funds for publishing these works on
Baba came to Swamiji mysteriously from unexpected quarters,

Swamiji was an unostentatious and simple person., Wit
Just a shirt and towel on, he set forth and lighted many 4
-cottage with this message of universal love by thought, word
and deed, he propagated Sai’s teachings and his works are :
ever inspiring and thrilling making the readers feel the Diving
Presence of Sri Sai Baba. They have healed many a brokep |
heart and brought cheer and comfort to many a  wortied
soul. Sai Sat Charita has thus become a Divine Nectar to
relieve us from mental and physical ills. The sole objea
with which the All India Sai Samaj was started by Swamiji
was only to propagate Baba’s teachings and faith in him,
It is, therefore, fitting for all of us to pay our respects io
that great man.

I cannot close this without telling you about the greatness
and benevolence of Sri Sai Baba. That He is a living saint
and a ‘Samartha Sath Gurw’ is so well known to you. His
art is simple but unique. ‘Look to Me with absolute fajth
and devotion, then I look to yow’ is His Solemn pledge,
What Baba wants is not mere respect and outward upacharas,
but real love and absolute surrender (Athma Nivedan, Prapathi);
“Stick to your Guru with unabated faith and undivided atfen-
tion. Guru i your - father, mother, friend apd everything,
The six shastras and other sadhanas are not necessary. With
entire confidence trust your Gury. That is enough’, Baha
declares. It is a clarion call to all devotees of God irrespec-
tive of their birth and status in life. ‘His eye is always on
those who Jove Him and have fajth in Him. Whatever you i
do, wherever you may be, Baba is always aware of everything

you do. He is in every creafure, everything and there is no

place where He is not. He who thinks that Baba is in Shirdi
alone has totally failed o understand Baba, More than' ail
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His teachings, Baba's proclamation “Why do you fear when
[ am here ? Cast all your‘l?urdcns‘on Me. 1 will bear them’
is unparallelﬁd in oru ‘spmtuul history. This great declara-
ton lends hope and gives strength to people immersed in
rcat maisery in the whirlpool ol Samsura. in the present
world, torn with strife and threatened with conflict of ideolog-
ies, the message of Sri Sui Baba is a boon fo humanity.

To Sri Sai Baba, Ram and Rahim were both the glorious
appellations of the Divine father i the femple and the mosque
sere both the abodes of God ; the Gita and the Koran were
yoth Holy scriptures whicli enshrined Truth. Baba's Mission
was to serve and save fumanity, at large. His teachings to
people to feed the hungry. give water to the thirsty and clothes
1o the naked, secing God in every creature, has & powerful
spiritual appeal which, i Tollowed  with deep devotion,  will
ead us all to Moksha (Spiritual  Bliss).

May Buba protect us alll

Om  Shantht ! Shanthi 1! Shanthi 11!

(By the courtesy of All India Sai Samaj,
Silver Jubilee Souvenir, 1966.}
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THE RELIGION WE WANT
Prof. T. N. Seshadri,

True honest religion is obviously what we should want.
Religion is silent communion with one’s God, with what one
conceives as the Ultimate Real. Religion rests on Individug
perception and intuition. Religion is one’§ personzfll experience,
It should be his most intimate possession. It is not to
taiked about, much less ostentatioulsy flaunted and paraded aboy,

The fact that things exist challenges oaor _imagination
Why should anything exist at all? Wherefrom did they arig,
and to what purpose? Each of us tries, according to his lights,
to obtain 2 solution to this enigma. Obvioulsy there is a cage
for every effect and what one reasons out for himself, o
believes in, as the source and mainspring of existnece defines
bis concept of Reality, his God.

More significant than the question why things exist i
the question why “I” exist. [ can shut in all my senses of
perception and still be conscious that I exist. To me, my existenes
1s an undoubted fact., I am certain that 1 exist. I am not s
sure that other things exist. They cease to exist for me whey _
I close my senses of perception. The question of questions.
therefore is why and what for do I exist. Who am 17 ]

Who am I? If this is answered, surely all other problems -
can be solved, or so at least it would appear. I sense other |
things, and hence, in a way, other things exist, because I exist, ]
Am T therefore that Reality that gives a2 form and meaning to- *
all that exists? Qur scriptures say you. “You are That”. Ian
not only a spark but the whole of that Reality. Nothing existy |
without me. From times ‘immemorial this has been our phi
losophy and our belief. This truth moreover can be realised
and experienced. How shall I procced to reach this ultimate
goal of Trauscendental Understanding is my practice of religion..

I can follow any one of three paths—the path of Spiritval |
Wisdom, the path of Devotion and Self-surrender, and the path of
Duty. All the three, however, lead tot he same goal, the realisation of
the supreme Truth. And the three paths converge and merge in each -
other and lose their individual characteristics as the goal is neared.

The necessary pre-requisite to begin this spiritual journey
is to build in myself a clean personality. I must be good and
not merely appear to be good. T must be pure in thought,
word and deed, and not merely appear to be pure. I must
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e
seach myself to discriminate between right and wrong. Right
s the still small voice of‘ my own conscience, what the God
in me ever keeps on whispering to me. I must stick to the
right and abhor an(.j eschew the wrong. [ should not merely
appear 1o be in the rlgh.t, but should remain rooted in the right,
realising that God, omni-present both within and outside me, ever
wakeful and vigilant, is the silent witness of all Ithink, say or do.

Honesty and purity of purpose and fearlessness in keeping
10 the right are the first steps in the ladder. Without plant-
ing my feet firmly therein to begin with, and rising step by
step with infinite paticnce, caution and determination there-
after, 1cannot aspire to reach the top. 1t will certainly be impossible
fo float up on emptypretensions and show ou apparent piety.

Pedantic learning cannot be of any avail in this onward
march. Indeed it can positively hinder. Those who employ
flowery language and grow cloquent and sentimental in public
shout God, they and their audience only detude themselves
that they are engaged in religious pursuits. The same can be
said of those and their folowers who ring bells, and burn
incense, and with ostentation and pomp engage themselves in

. talistic routines. Simple heart-felt worship at home or in

temple, personal study, talking part in discussions or hearing

- discourses have their merits certainly. They wake up the sleeping

personality and render it God-orientated. All the same, they

. are only means to amn end, and not the end in themselves.

The chief impediment to religious progress is Fear. That
is why our scriptures cail the highest rcligious experience as

e state of absolute TFearlessness, Why fear whea He is here

or He is you? Let us place ourscives in His hands and we
shall reach the highest bliss. But let us place ourselves in His
hands in silence and with true devotion and with intense long-
ing for Truth. Let ug also acquire the preliminary competence
to place ourselves in His hands by Jeading a righteous life,

The silent and private pursuit of Truth and Reality at
the level of our aptitudes and development and our personal pre-

" paration therefor should define the teligion we waut, the only
g religion we shouk! feel worlh having.

(By the courtesy of All India Sai Samaj,
Silver Jubilec Souvenir, 1960)



A LETTER TO CHILDREN
My dear children,

In my last letter 1 had explained how hard and honegt
work is gbsolutely essential if the mind is to be kept under |
control and not ailowed to wander to things unbecoming o
undesirable, But with this hard work you must set aside some
time for calm and sincere meditation. The easiest way {0 calp
the mind is by ‘Namasmarana’ or repetition of God’s Name,
It does not matter which Name you take, whether it is Ramg
or Krishna or Sai Baba or Jesus Christ or Allah. For thy
are all one and the same. But the Name must be spoken
sincerely and lovingly and not as a matter of routine, At the
same time you should visualise the Avatar’s Form before your
mental  eye.

The efficacy of Namasmarana cannot be sufficiently em-
phasised. I can tell you however from my own experience
that this habit of repeating the Avatar’s Name has saved me
from falling many a time, falling not only on the road but
has prevented my falling away from the right roral conduet,
Whenever desires overtake you, the repetition of the Avatars
Name which you love and repeat will prevent those desires
taking hold of you and leading you away from the correct
path. Sai Baba many a times stressed this point and sometimes
inquired whether He had been thought of or remembered
before eating or drinking or enjoying any pleasure; for the
remembrance of His Name would prevent that person from
doing anything that was not ethically proper.

If we read the life of Swamj Ramdas, we come to e
how Namasmarana or repetition of God’s Name helped him
to reach the highest goal. The Mantra which his Gurudey
gave him was, “Sri Ram, Jai Ram, lai jai Ram”. Wherever

he went he repeated this mantra and this saved him from alt
calamities, :

Swami Ramdas became a mendicant, left his hearth and .
home, wife and daughter and started on a long pjlgrimage |
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e
visiting WY holy places all over India and he found Ram
and Ram's protection wherever he went. By the time Swami
k Ramdas reached Rameshwarani, he was bereft of all money.
b This long pilgrimage, four hundred miles of which was on
joot and the rest in train as a mendicant Sadhu with only
Ram 10 guide his footsteps, shows us clearly what faith in.

God and repetition of His MName sincerely at all times can

achieve.

Dharmapuri, there were many wild pigs,.
as went out at night repeating Ram’s

In the temple at
but a8 Swami Ramd

:;i Name t0 himself all the time,. none of .these pigs ever harmed
i him. This mandit was also infested with long black snakes,
tef  but none molested him. Tn the morning when he lifted the
}'ﬂili. guony 0T sack on which he had slept he would discover a
~ umber of reddish yellow scorpions, but none of these  had
siung him. Does this not clearly show the efficacy of repeating
qf 0ods Nazme, no matter which Name it is?7. For, this repeti-
ik tion fakes away your mind [rom mundane and worldly things-
1| towards God and you then begin 10 realise His Glory.
d b )
1633 ] You will therefore agree with me that it is in our interest

fo start and start at once Nanasmsrana with ali the sincerity

fltids §
We POSsess and before long you will realise how soon ¥ou

esis
ok have progressed towards  your cherished goal. It will endow
tigsp you Wwith faith and with faith in God you can achieve any-

negt  thing, Perhaps in my next letter F will deal with faith and

what it can achicve.

r et
froz §
Your loving uncle in the service of Bhagavan Sri Sai Baba:.
tos§ 3. Benjamin.
d hie
urnd §

1eTeR! Y
rom it
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