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THOUGHTS TO PONDER OVER

Although the germs of Karmapoga are containde in the
Upanishads and although it js a natural inference from the
lessons which they incucate, yet we owe it to the genius of
Shree Krishna that action which is a necessity of our nature,
has been shown ,if performed properly, fo go a great way
towards liberating us from the bownds of Maya. Bhagawad-
Geeta is The book on Karma-yoga, and nowhere else do we
find the path of action indicated with so much of clearness
and beauty. Indeed® it was Shree Krishna who elevated
action to the dignity of yoga.

' —Prabuddha Bharata.

Geeta is the most beautiful, perhaps properly the only
true philosophical song that exists in any known tongue.
—Humbaolelt,

Tn Geeta, There is a sublimity of conception, reasoming
.and diction almost unequalled.

—Warren Hestings.
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How far that little candle throws its beams !
So shines a good deed in a naughty worle.

~—Shakespeare,
God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;
He plants his footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.
—Cowper,

sk 5E %

God is not a cosmic bell-boy for whom we can press
a butfon to get things.
—Harry Emerson Fosdick,

# % B 3

There is no god but God.
(La illah illa allah.)

—Mohamamd (Kotan 1)

Hating people is like burning down your own house
to get rid of rat.

—Harry Emerson Fosdick,

e 1, ’ ur
i w b T

The heart has its reasons which reason does not know.
—Pascal, Peusees IV,

Heaven is not reached by a single bound,
But we build the ladder by which we rise.
—J. G. Helland,

E2 # # E3




THOUGHTS TO PONDER GVER 01

The best sauce for food is hunger.
? —Socrates.

Wild animals never kill for sport. Man is the only one
to whom the torture and death of his fellow creatures is

© amusing in itself.
—J. A. Froude.
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Hypocracy is the homage which vice pays to virtue.
—La Rochefoucanid.

1 1 have had playmates, ¥ have had companians.
In my days of chlidhood, in my joyful schooldays
All, all are goune, the old familiar faces.

—Charles Lamb-
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MESSAGE FOR SR RAMA NAVAMI
by Swami Kesavaiahji

Sri Sat Baktha Samajan, Madras,

Sri Rama’s life, enshrined in the golden pages of the
Ramayana, has exercised a continuous and pervasive influence
on our people. Dating back to remote antiquity the life-story
of Sri Rama is still a living force. The ideals implicit in it
have permeated in innumerable ways and influenced, in different
degrees, the individual conduct and social behaviour of nian,
The various incidents in Sri Rama's lifc provide object lessong
to serve as infallible guide for our conduct. The ethical adviee
contained therein is the most valuable aspect of the Ramayana,
Adherence to truth and pledged word, cournge and faithfy)-
ness are emphasized as essentinl virtues of man. The Spirit
of sacrifice which enabled Sri Rama to gladly and willingly
give up the crown in performance of 2 filjal duty, OCCUpigs
the pride of place among the many virtues of Sri Rama. The
various other incidents in his life and how he reacted in 3
variety of human situations hold out the concept of Dharma
which is an amalgam of duties and responsibilities of the in-
dividual to the family, society and staie The approach pre-
sented in the Ramayana ia rationalistic and creative. To a
discerning reader there is in Ramayana so much to learn about
enduring valves like truth, self-control, asceticism, generosity
above all a sense of duty. :

I e, mpwap m— o —_
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Sri Rama symbolises the ideal man who  stands unraffled
in the midst of temptations and is unafected by the commen
foibles of humanity. He is also the manifestation of the in-
domitable spirit of man that enabled him to sacrifice everything
dear and near for the sake of high ideals. His life is a call
to action, to meet the challenges of life keeping in view the

spiritual background of our country and the higher purpose
of life.

All that has been said in the Ramayana should make a
special appeal to the present generation which is facing a crisi-
of conscience, torn by conflicting ideas. The message of Ram
ayana is wniversal in its appeals There is something in its
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quality which is capabic of being constantly renewed, and which
will not become out of date with the passage of time. Though
long ages have passed since the events depicted in the Rama-
yana have taken place, successive generations have found
something that has a freshness and applicability to the spirit-
wal and moral problems confronting humanity. The ultimate aim
of the advice contained thevein is the aftainment of the supremacy
of the human individual overcoming the limitations imposed
by environment.

Sri Sat Baba, during His life-time, annually celebrated
with great eclat Sri Rama Navami festival to impress upon
his devotees the importance of such a celebration. This day
was sacred to all his devotees who turned up in large numbers
to participate in the Rama Navami festival, Sometimes the
number went upto 75,000 and more. In these celebrations,
both Hindus and Muslims participated in harmony. Sri sai
Baba probably had an end in view 1o bring about the unifi-
cation of the two communities and ensure main tenance of peace
in our land. How important and valuable the realization of
such an objec ive is proved by later events in our country.
Gri Rai Baba had an unerring ‘nstinct for what is good for
our people and country. THis concern for them was as great
as for his devotees. He asked his devotees 10 utier Ram Nam
as panacea for ills of body and mind.

Following the guidance given by Sri Sai Baba let us on
this sacred day recall Sri Rama’s life of love and sacrifice
and pray for His grace and blessing so that we may have
the wisdom and strength of mind to tread always the path
of truth and rightecusness.

OM SHANTI! SHANTHI ! SHANTI!
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in the following article, the arguments of non-believers
are critically examined. Sai Bhaktas are ol‘ter? confronted with
such accusations, and then they arc - sometimes  confoyndeg
and misled. The following artidle will show that Sai-igp has
a solid foundation of faith and veason, thus proving that the
arguments of non-believers are b;z:sclcss and  false. In fact,
this is the Charter of Faith the Sai Bhakias.

SLEY)

THE RATIONALE OF SAI-ISAE
—By D. D. Parchyre,

Thousands are flocking to the feet of Shri Sai Babg of
Shirdi, and their number is ever mereasing. But here ang
there we come across individuals who style and pride them-
selves as ‘Intellectvals’. They scofl at any “beliel” whatsoever
in the world, themselves firmly belicving thag every “belief
is necessarily blind. According to them, belief cannot he
rational, while their own cynicism is strongly rational. Their
jeering and doubting aftitude, they believe, is a product of
their Reason.

It is best to leave such ‘doubling Thomases' alone be-
cavse, if you starl arguing with them and trying to convince
them, you will find in each of them Goldsmith's village school-
master, who

“Even though vanquished, would argue still.

They firmly believe that their betief alone is right, while that
of others is wrong; or, they alone arc intelligent and clever,
while others are dullards and simpletons. Since their argu-
ments will not come to an end, it is futile to argue with
them. However, their arguments sometimes shake the deep-,
rooted beliefs of weak-kneed persons. The lfollowing is
therefore, written not as a reply to the Atheists, but asa
Charter of the Believers an effective weapon in their hands.

Individual beliel is a result of family and social tradition,
of ancestry, of one’s reading, hearing and obscrving. Naturally,
One’s own experience plays a major part tn forming one’s
belief. One may discard tradition and family beliefs, but one
cannot discard personal expericnces. [t ig exactly here that
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THE RATIONALE OF $SA[-ISM G5

the atheists and the believers clash. According to the atheists,
the experience of a heliever is false and a figment of imagi-
nation, while the atheist's own ‘logical’ argument, twisted to
suit his own convenience, is the only solid ground to rest
one’s feet upon. What a travesty of facts to support one's
‘Jogic' | What an obstinacy ! A liberal thinker would 2s much
raspect others’ opinions as he might stick to his own.

Why do people visit Shirdi? Who are they? Who brings
them there? What do they do at Shirdi? With what belief
do they return home? TIf the doubetrs would care te study
the answers to these questions with absolute honesty and an
open mind, their doubts would be dispelled. At least, they
would cease to cast aspersions on the believers, being convinced
that the believers are sustained by a cerfain Faith which is
perfectly real and rational.

Now all rationalists have become materialists. They
attach the greatest importance to bread, and an equal, if mo
more, importance to sex. The satisfaction of hunger and of
sex are, according to them, the primary needs of man; all
carnal pleasures, they say, are related to hunger and sex,
especially to sex. Therefore those pleasures and all efforts
aimed at securing those pleasures are justifiable—infact,
that should be the goal of human life. Religious people have
never denied the four primary needs, namely, foed (ETO,
sieep (f7Er), freedom from fear (w9) and sex as a means (o
progeny (49%). But, they say, that these four needs of man
are common to other animals also. The supetiority of man
however, does not lie in striving all his life to satisfy these
four needs, but it iies in man’s pursuit of Religion that s,
the higher values like morals, geod conduct, art, philosophy
and, in general, the Armavidya (the search for Soul and Divi-
nity by such means as prayer, devotion and Yoga). The
rationalists or materialists have decried each omne of these
things. Charvaka, their doyen in India, declared:

Eat, drink and be merry While yo live;
For, after death, your body Will be reduced to ashes-

This is Charvaka's ‘philosophy’, and its modern version is
materialism.
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However, thinking men of all ages and of all countri
have never thought that carnal pleasures were the be-all ang
end-all of human lifr. No philosophy denies physical needs,
(Only some pessimisis do so, but we are not concerned with
them.) But plassures of the senses are considered as luxuries,
not as essentials, Even a modern communist State makes the
essentials readily available, while the luxuries arc heavily taxep
so that they are put beyond the reach of the common man
However, man is capable of other pleasures which no power
on earth can deny him. These arc the pleasures of the mind
and the soul, which are not governed by the laws of any
State. A man is his own master in this respect, and it i
exactly in this sense that such pleasures are superior to o
many sensual pleasures for which a man has to become g
slave of others or of the State. An advanced human being
seeks such transcendental pleasures, and, i he wills, he can
earn them by his own cfforis. An integrated personality has
a natural urte for these pleasures, whereas bread and sex
alone cannot satisfy him. The New Testament avers:

“Man shall not live by bread alone.” (Matthew 1V,

Even a Russian author in the Soviet Union wrote only a
few years back the much publicised novel ““No7 by bread alone.”

Bhagwat Geeta goes further and says explicitly:

“The highest pleasure is that which is beyond the capacity
of the senses; it can be grasped by the pure intellect alone”

gaEArFtas o 97 afeenid adifeay | ~w @ gRy

These are weighty words which cannot be casily brushed
aside. They carry the stamp of authority of Christ in the
West and of Krishan in the East. Great minds have experi-
enced their truth and have lived by them for ages. OF course,
Charvakaites or Epicureans are {ree to hold their own opinions,
but they should not cast aspersions on the honest faiths of
others. A hog, for exemple, is at liberty to roll in mud and
even to praise its pleasure; but it should not throw the mud
at passers-by.

Now, where and how do you get this supreme pleasurg?
You can get it in your own home, by such means as prayer,
devotion and meditation. Of course, T am now writting for
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e
those who have shed their prejudices and are prepared to read
this with a cleann mind,  You will sce that these means (i) are
entirely in your hands: (if) cost nothing: (il) have no limita-
figns of time and places (iv) are unfailing in their fruits:

E () are led to success by the Lord Himself; (vi) canno be

L pindered by any Power on carth.

These three means are generallt called Tupas' ie. penance.
But, whereas penance is to be performed with rigorous auste-
rties, these three menns do wo  require a rigorous code at
al. Swami Vandanananda, who, for ihe last 25 years, is
preaching at Hollywood on behall” of the Ramkrishan Mission,
sid that American audiences are al once drawn to this Pati,
when they know tlhat i is so simple, practicable and reali-
sable. ScH-realisution, the Joy  within, the tranguili y  and
peace of mind--—these ure the crying  needs of Western
cvilization.  America has all the comforts, but no happiness.
Everything is donc by machine, with the result thai man him-
elf has been reduced (0 an automatic machine, Maharshi
' Mahesh yogt wus in the limelight in America Tor the last
few years. He is now in London, where he is getting enor-|
mous publicity for hmseil” and his technigque of transcendenta
meditation, “The reason is that, despite Hs affluence, Western
seciety 18 so full of  mesions that its members do almost
anything to seek cven a temporary escape from harsh realities.”
But some of our best brains, far from following this Bath,
are vying with each other in making a fin of these things
Indeed, prophets are not honoured in their own land——not
at least in their fife-time. A Tamous couplet says:

Seven cities clamed Homer dead,
But while he lived, he could not ecarn his bread:

But, as every disciple knows, self-study is the hard way
of learning. The Royal Road is to approach a preceptor and
sit at his feet, only wilh folded hands and a feeling of rever-
ence, OF course, there arc quacks here as elsewhere, and
they take advantage of the simple-minded people in this respect.
But if you g0 to a quack and donr’t recognise him, it is your
fault. For, it is a quack’s business to deceive, butit is your
dty not to bhe deceived.
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The institution of Sadgurus has come inte disrepute on
account of the quacks. But the real Searcher should not
misled thereby. When the intellectuals make fun of Sadgurus
like Sai Baba, they keep only the quacks before their eyes.
and not the great Gurus, thus missing the grain for the chaff
A Sadguru is pot like a political leader nor like a school
teacher. The Sadguru gives nc empty promises not tempts
you with wordly goods, as the politician does, Sadguru gives
you no bookish education too. The gift of the Guru is a
gift of God——something which elevates you spiritually to
2 higher plane. How much are we given to falsehood, chi-
canery, adultery, cruelty, self-aggrandisement at the cost of
your fellow-beings Jor your Jsociety and the country? You have
audacity, but no courage. You are haunted by fears, many
of them exaggerated and c¢ven imaginary. You are prepared
to adopt any unfair means, so long as you are within the
frame-work of law. Which institution will put you on the
right path? Yes, there are guacks who will inveigale you into
their meshes and squeexe you to the last pei. Then your
eves will open and you will say, “All Gurus are cheats
hypoerites. Well, not a/f Gurus, but the ones you have mets
On the contrary, you will be drawn to a Sadguru by an inner
urge, and as soon as you throw yourself at His feet, He will
hold you to His bosom and make you one with Him. His
charges’? Not a single bie, but only singleminded devotion.
By His very nature, He has no desire other that the wellare
of His devotees. There are also many physical and worldly
benefits which will accrue to you. But these are the natural
consequences of the Guru’s great power; they should not be
your objectives. But when all this can happen to you, what
is irrational in attaching yourself to scuh a great soul as the
Sadgure? It is but reasonable to seek guidance from great
Souls, because it is Reason itself which prompts one to do
so. But to deny oneself the association of the Great Souls
is surely being unreasomable or irrational, Sant Dynaneshor
says, “In the science of the Soul, experience alone is vital.”

You say to the Guru, “O Sire! [ am fallen; raise me
up.”  Then the Guru showers his grace on you by his touch,
his sight, and his speech. It will not behove you to laugh at
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this, until you have experienced it yourself. You have been
infinenced by Western education, Western thought and Western
ways of lving. Whatever comes from the West you accept
blindly, with the result that your views have become 10p-side€l
The Western thought lacks many things in which we are f'u.;'
advanced. That is why there 15 no English word for Guru.
Apprt_:ach Him only with 2 clean mind, and He will transform
you into a New Being as you will yourself feel and admit.
If this happens to you, you will have no hesitation in conceding
that the cult of Sadgurus like Sai Baba is perfectly rational,
You wil! no longer say that Religion and God are fetishes,

- fetishes, but you will say that they are sublime Experiences.

However, you will not argue all this with the non-belicvers,
but rather pity them for not having availed themselves of the
Experience. A well-known Vedanta maxim says, “You cannot
‘describe’ the sweetness of sugar to one who has not tasted
it; he will ‘know’ it himsell by tasting.”

Now let us come to Sai Baba. In 1854, there came to
chirdi (Dist. Ahmednagar) a young lad of sixteen, in the garb
of a fakir. The priest of the Khandoba temple thers spontane-
usly greeted the lad with the words, “Welcome, ye Sai Baba’
The lad came to be known by that very mame. But nobody
yet knows his previous name, nor any antecedents like his
birth-place, his parenis, hig caste etc. Any interpretation can
be put on this story. But very soop, people found that this
was no ordinary fakir or sadhu, but a Great Seer.. one who
saw the past, the present and the future clearly like an Amala
frait placed on one’s palm. He had no wants .. not even the
primary wants of food, shelter & clothing. He was as if
immune from heat and cold and rain. He avoided publicity
and even populasity; but the same came to him inevitably.
But he had miraculous powers of healing physical and mental
aiiments, sometimes by mere water (teertha) and sometimes
by the Holy Ashes (Udi). He would allay the inner agony
and would banish the fears and the doubts of those who put
Faith in him and lay prostrate at his feet.

But now and again, there would be visitors who came fo
Shirdi with the avowed imtention of ‘testing’ Sal Baba, of
‘exposing’ him, and, in the end, of laughing in derision with
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a victorious smile. But before the visitor approached gng
uttered a word, Sai Baba Himsell would expose him and lay
bare his wicked intentions. The would-be victor would pe
vanquished and wouid return home an ardent devotes of
Sai Baba. I have before me thousands and thousands of
letters from people of all castes and communities, many of
them highly qualified, describing their candid  experiences
Those of the first sort were irresistably drawn by Sai Bak
to Shirdi, and once they wisited the place they went ther
again and again like bees to a nectared flower, Those of the
second sort went there with evil designs, but were invariably
won over and became convinced followers of Sai Baba. Lo

“Those who came to scoff remained to praise.”

The point is that the Faithful were called to Shirdi by Sai
Baba, but the sophisticated never had the good fortune of
being invited, Sai Baba had no preachers or ageats, no printed
literature lavishly distributed, no advertisement through any
medid. Then why did people visit Him at Shirdi ? It was
because their Reason prompted them and there they went of
their own accord.

When people went to Shirdi for the first time, that did
they find there ? No show, no ritual, no restriction of caste,
creed, community or religion, no torture or extraction of
money by the temple prists, nc compulsion of any kind,
Only the pious atmosphere of the shrine, and Sui Baba logk-
ing at you with compassion-filled eyes. No distinction between
man and man, whether by caste or religion, or sex orage o
wealth, Baba told that we are all children of God, our Father.
Hence we are all brothers. Baba taught this brotherhood
of man all his life, and it had a real basis. Political *brother
hood’, on the contrary, is simply a make-believe, merely to
serve 2 contingency. Only a decade buck, the air was filled
with the slogan “Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai”, and immediately
after that the Chinese stabbed India in the back. This is an
example of politician’s brotherhood. However, the brotherhood
which Baba preached was a lasting one. Tt knew no barriess
of caste or religion and it dida’t pale in course of time. Indeed
secutarism and socialism were introduced by Sai Baba i
Shirdi more than hundred years back.
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When you know all this* your objections and doubts
will vanish like mist in the sun. You will realise that there
is nothing irrational in the Sai cult. Stll you may not like
it because of your personal inclinations, and nobody would
quarrel with you on this point.
=““After all, what is devotion ? It is the feeling of gratitude
for God, the Creator, the First Cause. God is the name given
to the Ommuispotent and QOmniscient Power which is intuitivel
felt to be behind all creation. So we are spontaneously attract-
¢ towards that Power. But some may not be feelmng it
and have therefore no attractio towards it. A piéce of
iron is naturally attracted towards a magnet, but a stone is
not. Devotion is therefore a natural tendency, and so it is
ireasonable  too. However, the form which devotion takes
in many cases is objectionable and even ridiculous: In the
Durbar of Shree sai Baba, there is no such Iudicrous formalit.
You pgo there spontaneously and worship entirely as you like.
Those who go to Shirdi are convinced that Sai Baba wasa
living embediment of God as depicted above. So even after
his Samadhi He has not ceased to exist. To lay prostrate at
Hs feet is the devotee’s way of being humble bafore the grea
power, and thus showing one’s gratitude. Is this irrationaj?
[s it to be supposed that a rationalist is ungrateful and
irreverant 7 1 he can be ‘rationally’ servile and lowly before
his hass, then what is irrational in being humble and reverential
bef 16 the Greatest of the Great and the Holiest of the Holy?
Of course, you may question the very existencs of God and,
therefore, of the Great Saints too. 1 do not here propose
to enter into this question. In a recent book ““The Great
Design”, fourteen cminent scientists have subscribed to the
view that behind the whole creation there is some Vital Power.
F. W. Westaway states :

“If we want to explain our conception of the Real, the
True, the Beautiful, or the Good, in each case alike, we are
inevitably driven to the counclusion that without an intelligent
First Cause as a Beginning or Foundation, the whole of our
scheme must dissolve and leave not a rack behind,”

This is a rational view of the Universe, and it is vain
for o self-styled ‘intellcctual’ to go beyond it.



72 SHRI SAI LEELA-MAY 1972

—

This is not a defience of the whole cob-web of rituay and
beliefs that Mave been built up by imposters and scoundels
to dupe the naive public. All saints have strongly condemned
such attempts and warned the people against such
But what is written above is  about the true
devotion and its rational basis.

cheats
character of

What do the Saintly Mahatmas like Sai Baba do for the
world 7 What is the purpose of their life on earth ? They
bring solace and comfort to the mind, which is Oppressed
by the ways of the world; bring about communal harmony
where the self-seeking politicians are sowing dissensions and
cluching each others throats; and are putting men on the
righteous path. This is inestimable service of humanity for
which the Saints do not expect even a npie.

Saints do not expect even a pie.

We are here talking about Shree Sai Baba of Shirdi,
No other personalities should be brought in for comparison,
Those who want to talk about Sai Baba this way or the other
should see for themselves the Baba’s shrine at Shirdi, and not
go blindly by reports or heresay. Go to Him with a clean
mind, Jeaving your arrogance, your conce it and your pre-
Judices behind. You will find that a peculiar spiritual, radiance
and fragrance is emanating from that shrine. Nobody knew
what God Sai Baba worshipped or what religion he followed,
because Sai Baba worshipped no particular form. He worshj-
pped the Almighty Himself and his religion was that of Univer-
sal Brotherhood. He was one with every creature - - not only
with human beings, but even with the dogs and the pigs.
So now Baba Himself will invite you to visit Him at Shirdi:
The wise ones will respond to it, and Baba will surely shower

His grace on them as He has been doing continucusly for
more than a century in the past.

BOW TO SHREE SAI BABA !
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When Vedic Mantras Brought Down Showers!
—Bhikku Chamanlal.

We live in the age of sceptics when educated people doubt
all things ancient. They have no faith in the Vedas, in the
sages and in the Avataras like the Buddha and their teachings.
But in Japan and China there are millions of devoted followers
of Indian sages and Indian scriptures.

I have personaily visited a temple 20 miles from Kyoto,
where Havan Yagna is daily performed in Japan and there are
Yogis of the highest order. Only a few people in India believe
that rain can be caused by Havan Yagna. But the possibility
of rain through prayers was proved by a Japanese Yogi before
the Emperor of China, 900 years ago. It was introduced by
the Indian sage Surya Kirti in 1048 A. D.

Japanese Yogi in China

The Japanese pilgrim, Jogin, passing through the Chinese
capital, K’aifeng, on his way to Wu-t'ai Shan in 1703 AD.,
was ordered by the Chinese Emperor to pray for rain. Being
a member of the Tendai Sect, he did not use Tantric spells,
but imstead set up a Lotus Scripture Alter. Here is the story
in his own words as translated from the Japanese ‘The San
Tendai Godaisan Ki’.

“Third month, second day...... At nightfall I began the
riteal according to the Lotus Scripture. A great number of
monks and laymen stocd round watching. 1 went on from
11 P.M. till 1 A.M. when, having finished the first part of the
ritual, I turned to my own devotions and performed the ob-
servances of the Seven Hours and read the fifth chapter of the
Sutra of Lotus, which I finished at dawn.

Third day... Many of the courtiers came to look, and
high ministers too. They were all much impressed by the Lotus
Alter. Suddenly between 1 and 3 p.m. monks and people 'ali
went out to the pates. After a time they came back saying
that the Empress and other great people had come to the
Hall to see the Alter. Besides the Empress, there were the
Emperer's mother and grand-mother, along with about three
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hundred ladies in waiting. The Emperor too, it was said, fag

come in his coach. This made me more than e

ver determingg
to show the efficacy of my method.

First, because if now, 500 years after the fiest propagation
of the one Vehicle (Tendai), I could show the superior value
of the Lotus, I should win adherents to the one Vehicle,
Secondly, I felt bound to repay the Emperor's kindness to e
by displaying the efficacy of my method. Thirdly, no previgy
Master from Japan had ever been entrusted with such a task,
and a failure on my part would be a great humiliation fo
my country. For all these reasons 1 carried out the ritual with
the ntmost single-mindedness, in order to produce a big dows.
pour within the three prescribed days.

Encouraging Messages

The Emperor constantly sent encouraging messages, byt
weather grew finer and finer, without the slightest indicaton
of rain. At 3.15 P.M. the Emperor sent a message saying he
would like a report on any dreams T had hbeen having lately,
I replied that in the early hours of morning, while making
the offerings, I seemed to dream that someone spoke to me
saying, “The Four VYairapanis (Thunder-bolt Spirits) are hiding
the light of the sun and moon, Within three days it ceriamly
may rain.” )

Afterwards I had an Impression that the sun was shining
less brightly and that there was a cool feeling coming up from
.the ground. But I do not know whether the prophecy was
false or true. From noon onwards there were races between
a number of gorgeously decorated dragen-prowed boats  and
other lively sports. The Emperor and Empress were wiitching
from boats of their own. Three big hoats were moored side
by side and spread with broeades.

Outside the gates there was a white swan, It bent down
its head, ag though inviting our interpreter Ch'en Young fto
stroke its neck. When he did s0, 1t indicated with its clawa
place on its neck that was itching and said “Ku-Ku”. A most
extraordinary thing. But I cannot give a full account of every

thing that happened to-day, as I could not attend to anything
except the rain-making. ..., ..
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Raios Came

A clear sky. In the hour before dawn I thought to myself

wqpis is the third day. The sky is clear and there is no sign

[ of rain. May the Chief Honoured one and all the Honoured
ones help me”. Between 7 and 9 AM. I fell asleep and had
5 dream that some sages were helping me to bring down rains
from the sky. I woke up and saw that they must be the Red
Rain-making Dragon {of the South) and the Green Rain
making Dragon {of the East) going up into the sky, and this
gave e great confidence. The rain came. During the middle
part of the day I prayed very earnestly, and suddnely between
| and 3 P.M. the sky became covered and heavy rain began.
There was flash of lightning and peal after peal of thunder,
and the rain began to come more and more heavily. Till 3to
5 PM. it rained very hard; but then the sky cleared. We now
neard a rumour that the Emperor was coming to share in our
wjoicing. There was a tremendous bustle of preparations and
we were expecting him every minute, when the Grand Guardian
i arrived as a messenger from the Emperor. He took a piece
of paper out of the folds of his dress and handed it to me,

' Prayer for more rains

On it was written, “Although you do seem to have ex-
ocised a considerable influence on the weather, it has not
really rained very much. You had better go on praying yodr
nardest”. T wrote in reply, “There is not the slightest doubt
that the Dragon Kings (Nagas) have gone up into the sky.
However, in accordance with Your Majesty’s instructions, I
il contivue to pray as hard as I can”

i The messenger put my note in his pocket and took it
] back to the palace. So I prayed hard for rain and presently
the sky clouded over. A little rain fell, but the wind kept
blowing it away, and between 5 and 7 P.M., the Grand Guar-
dian came back saying “It did look like rain; but the wind
at once blew the rain away. You had beiter pray for the wind
to stop. If there is anything we can do for you in this respect,
please let us know.” 1 replied that the wind-deva{Vayu) bad
his place among the twelve .davason our latar, and that I
could ask him to stop the wind. There was nothing else they

} [
)
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they could do for me. I then recited the spell. I recited” “Namc
Samanta Pranam-Vayu Svaha” of the wind-deva 10,000 time:
and scon after, the wind went down and heavy rain began
It rained all night. On the seventh day the Grand Guardiar
came and talked to me. He asked whether in Japan there was

anyone who was so successful in rainmaking as [

I replied that there had been a great many. ‘For example’
I said, ‘the founder of the Shingen Sect (Mantra Mat) Kobo
Daishi (Maharishi). He came to China and learnt the ritual
for obtaining rain according to the Asking for Rain Sutra.
The monk Shu-en (died 834) was jealous of him and by his
magic drove all the rain dragons into his water-pot. But the
dragons on Kobo's rainmaking altar soared up straight through
the roof of the hall; and reaching the sky sent down a great
rain. Since then, Masters of the Shingon Sect have used this
secret method and never failed to produce heavy rain.’

‘How is it,” Chang asked, ‘that you do not use the Ask-
ing for Rain Sutra, but use the Lotus Sutra instead? ‘I do
not belong to the Shingon Sect,’ I replied. ‘I am not a follower
of Kobo’s school and have therefore never learnt the method
of producing rain according to the Asking for Rain Sutra’,

Even in the Shingon Sect there are at present only two
or three Masters to whom this method has been transmitted,
They keep it very secret among themseives and it has never
been written down; still less would they dream of revealing
it to a member of another sect, and I am a member of the
Tendai Sect, a follower of Chisho Deishi (814-891),

Great Humility

‘How many others in Japan,’ asked Chang, ‘are as success-
ful as you in bringing rain?

‘There are 20 or 30 I replied, ‘who are my equals. As
for me, I am just an ignorant sinner, a Japanese monk of
the ‘dumb sheep’ descritpion, who has come here because of
great desire to make the pilgrimages to the Tientsi and
Wu-t'ai Shan.
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‘f find what you say very hard to believe, said Chang
“in view of some recent cases here in China. It took Surya-
kirt: (Indian Sage) 52 days to produce rain, He was born in
India in 1016 A.D. and came to China in 1048 AD. Two
Central Endian monks, Hi-Yuan and Hui-chi, who arrived in
China last year, took seven days fo produce rain. I do not
know of a single case of heavy rain being produced in thrse
days.  also hear that in doctrinal discussions with the great
Masters here, you have always got the upper hand. I do not
believe that you can have many equals in your own country;
gtill less that there are any whe excel you.’

Since my ordination,’ I replied,. ‘I have never once told
a lie]

He put the papers on which this conversation was written
into the folds of his dress and went back to the palace.

(Transtated from Yapanese - The San Tendai Godaisan Kik

(By the courtesy of BHAVAN'S JOURNAL, JULY 11, 1971)



ACHARYA DEVO BHAVA

By Sri Suipadananda Radhakrishna Swami.

I have had the privilege of knowing Sri Narasimhaswamij;,
Founder-President, All India Sai Samaj lor about thirty years,
who then became my Spiritual Master. He was a well-knowy
leader of the Salem Dbar and a famous political leader and 3
patriot. At the height of his career a great domestic calamity
befell him and turned his mind to a life ol Renunciation, He
went to Sri Ramana Maharshi at Tiruvannamalal and remained
with him for some time. He brought out a book on Su
Ramana, his life and teachings, known as Scl[‘-RealIisation‘ Wwhich
15 the greatest and most anthentic account of Bhagavan gy
Ramana Maharashi, (In fact, this valuable book brought me
the close contact of Sii Swamiji in later years.) He then Was
led on to devotion of Sri Sai Baba of Shirdi by a peculiar
circumstance. Through Rev. Narayana Muharaj, the greatest
Datta Upasaka of Bet, near Poona, and with great difficulty
and heroic industry he collected the sayings and teachings of
Sai Baba and the experiences of the well known devotees
of Sri Sai Baba from all over our country and especially from
North. His noble work has resulted in many an important
literature on Sri Sai Baba and entitles him to be called the
“Vvasa” of Sri Sai Baba Faith—called by late Sri Avasthee
Maharaj of Poona, Retd. Judge of Indore, one of the ardent
devotees of Baba. Sri Narasimhaswamiji took ecarnest steps
and established the All India Sai Samaj, at Madras, and from

there the movement has spread all over India and is today a3’

vitel and powerful Faith, This noble Soul Sri Narasimhaswa-
miji was gentle, simple and intense lover of his fellowmen,
His propaganda of the faith with unatloyed devotion of Sii
Sai Baba by incessant tours, starting branches of the All Tndia
Sai Samaj, conducting a monthly journal, **Sai Sudha,” and
his personal pujas and marvellous devotion has Iaid literally
hundreds of thousands under a deep debt of gratitude all over
India. A truly saintly soul whose name will be remembered
along with that of Sri Sai Baba for a long, long time. This
I provounce with all my reverence and humility. '

1
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qrj Sai Baba of Shirdi 18 unique among the great Saints
of India. We have had very great saints like Sri Sadasiva
Brahmendra Saraswathi Swamigal of Nerur, Sri Ramkrishna
paramahamasa  of Dakshineswar, Sri Ramana Maharshi of
Tiruvannamalai, Sri  Seshadri Swamigal and Sri Ramalinga
gwamigal of Vadalur and therc are many other Saints in our
country, who had reached the greatest heights of spiritual
realisation. But Sri Sai Baba is the most human of them all
to vs. He did not remain alool as a lofty Yogi in his ivor£
tower, not did he remain Jost in ecstasy, nor was he an im-
personal jnani, but one who showed his sympathy for all men.
Once Sri Sai Baba was asked “How is it that people come
to you only for carthly benefits such as the birth of a son,
of for some job or for some gain in life, but nobody seeks
spiritual realisation?” He replied ““My people come to me at
fest only for mundane benefits, but after obtaining them they
mcome devoted to the higher life.”

Sii Sai Baba is a great influence in the lives of his bhak
s, Once you reach him you are safe for ever. Heis ever
watchful and protective of his devolees. He even stretches his

' hands and supports his children who have taken refuge in
~ him. This all of you known well, and are experiencing n day
- fo day life.

These great saints of Spiritual Achievement exercise a
perennial influence on all their devotees, and function as ever
present guardians. They bear the burden of their devotees

. and take them to the supreme goal of life. May the Spirit of
S Sai Baba who lives cven today help humanity on its onward

path and may our devotion grow from day fo day.

(By the courtesy of Silver Jubilee Souvenir 1966
All India Sai Samaj)}



BREAK DOWN BARRIERS

The realization of the highest spizitual life is tantamount
to the attainment of equal vision towards all humanity and
the resultant love for them all. God is not merely a Reality
dwelling above and beyond the creation and the creatures
living in it. He is an immanent and all-pervading Truth
residing 1 the hearts of all beings. Hence it is enjoined
upon the spirituat aspirant to cultivate love and kindness
towards all those who come in his or her contact. The love
which the devotee pours out resolves all apparent differences
and grants him the experiences of the one Spirit which is the
substratum of all that exists.

True religion therefore signifies the linking of the indivi-
dual soul with the Cosmic Soul. The soul does not belong
to any caste, creed, race or nationality, Its nature is universal.
Inherently it is pure, enlightened, free and blissful. As the
aspirant progresses on the divine path, Le sheds the ignorance-
born  sense of diversity founded on traditional and other
considerations, and looks upon everybody as the expression
of Divinity seated in his own heart.

A man, when born, does not carry any mark or label of
his superiority or inferiority over his fellow beings. He departs
from this life as hc came, shorn of all the appurtenances
with which he was clothed during his brief span of life on
the earth—such as of wealth, of learning, of caste, of colour,
of status and of culture. He alone has the true spiritual
experience who has realised the pristine glory of the Spirit—
his true beinz-and experiences the ineffable joy of union with it.

The object of congregational prayers and Bhajans is to
develop broadness of vision and expand the heart so that it
may ecmbrace all people as members of a common famnily.
It is the spirit of brother-hood that takes the aspirant nearer
to God. So long asa human being is obsessed by egoisal,
thus making him feel that he is an individual separate
from the world existence, he lives, as it were, in a mental
prison shutting out the light, power and joy of the Divine
When Devotees sing the Name and glories of God together
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or it in @ prayerful attitude and in m:?ditation of the Supreme
Being, they shouid translcend‘the physical limitations and rise
1o the divine ecstasy which ‘dxs?*olveis. all distinctions and grants.
them the knowledge of their identity with the Highest.

go in all inner and outer Sadhanmas that they perform,
lt them see to it that they break down the barriers that
prevent them from freely communing with each other in the
fight of the Spirit. Let them be simple seekers of God and
grive to mingle the pure stream of their lives with the ocean
of Divine Existence. This is the way to atfain the beatitude of
2 fully illumined, lberated and divinised life.

(By the Courtesy of “JEEVAN PRAKASH’,
APRIL, VOL. IIl. NO. 2}



List of Ponors : Bombay office

HOSPITAL FUND

-1 Shri. 8. S. Gopalkrishna New Delhi Rs. 200
© 2 Shri, Veda Prakash New Delhi Rs. 200
3 Shri. Kashiram I Shere New York Rs. 311
4 Shri. N. C. Shah New York Rs. 301
5 Shri. M. Kameshwar Rao New Delhi Rs. 100
6 Dr. G. R. Waze Poona Rs, 202
7 Justice J. R. Mudholkar New Delhi Rs. 115
8 Shri. Arjandas Brothers Bombay 1 Rs, 101
¢ . A.R. Anant Raman Shimoga Rs. 501

10 Shri. D. J. Godiwala
11 Shri, R, Murlidharan

12 Shry. Mestry H. P. Bombay
13 Mrs. Sushila B, Powar Bombay
14 Shrimati Sumatibai Joshi Poona 4

15 Shri. Babare Shekhar Vasant Chembur

16 K. Subhadra Nana Awasare Khar

17 UukundiRao Pise Through  Dadar 28
Shri. V. K. Mule

18 Late Atmaram Vithoba thro- Dadar 238
ugh Shri. V. K. Mule

19 Shri. Muekatira M. Somiah  Nilgirr

20 Shri. Dwarkaprasad Taori  Bombay 25

21 Shrimati Laxmibai N T, Mahim

22 ¢hri R. N. Joshi Bombay 1

23 Shri K. N. Mushran Ahlabad

24 Dr. V. K. Kapoor Shikchabad

25 Shrimati Nalinimurthy Lusaka
Zambiya

Modi Nagar Rs. 101
Kalpakham Rs. 100

100 fixed fund
151 Celebrate
101 Medicaj
100 fixed Fund
100 fixed Fund
500 Poor Feedi
Feeding
500 Poor
Feeding
100 fixed Fund
101 Poor F,
101 fixed Fund
101 Kothi
500 Kothi
101 Kothi
100 Kothi



Read your stars through
I. ASTROLOGY SIMPLIFEID.
with prediction ways explained, it guides you to kmnow your
furtare about all your problems easily.
Foreword by Dr. B. V. Ruaman, greatest Indian Astrologer.

price Rs. 5/- plus postage. clc.

i B e

2 MAHAYANTRA, the MYSTIC CHAKRA of TRI-

_ PURSUNDARI drawn in 57 sq. in tricolour on 20x15' prazed

| paper  with descriplion. Worth worshipping if one desires

to be happy and frec from ailments. Cost Re. 1.50 {(advance)

Both for Rs. 7.50 only Address. N. L. JALALL RAINAWARI
SRINAGAR-3, KASHMIR.
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12
13
14
15

18

19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Name

Shri. Sidramappa

Place Amount Fypq

Gulbarga [0l

Shri. D. V. S. Prasada Rao  Vijaywada

Shri. M. Arya
Smt. Mina Biswas
Shri 1. P. Patel
Shri I. P. Patel

K. Nemichand & Co.

Shri B. E. Doongaji
Shri Venkataraman.
Ku.. D. D. Stah
Shri B. R, Krishan

Mrs. S. Sundaram
Mrs, D. 8. Antia
Shri J. R. Hingorani
Shri 8. R. Ghai

Shri 8. Y. Shringarpure

M/s India Motor goods
-Transport Co.

Shn M. Lalita

LT. Col. N. R. Bhushan

Sub. M. Singh
Smt. S. Srinivasan.
Mrs. 8. Shivpuri

Shri K. P. Nanjundan

Shri B, Sujatha
Shri, N. M. Gupta
Mrs. P. R, Rukmani
Shri C. K. Patel
Shri B. J. Kaka

Jaipur
Vew Delhi
Patharadiya
Patharadiya
Mysore
Ujjain
Talarivasal Sa-
Bomaby
Hydrabad

N. Delhi
Bombay
Bombay
Bangalore

Bombay
Hyderabad

Bombuy

Jullunder
Cantt.
Simta
urvaraknequd
N. Dclhi
Rajpur
Hydrabad
N. Delhi
Cuddapah
Vihan-Surat
Bangalore

Kothi
300 Kothe
Ot Koth
145 Kothe
150 Kothi
(530 Kothi
301 Kothi
10l P. Food
100 K01h|
200 Medijud
181 Kothi &
poor F,
1S Koth
112 Kothi
200 Kothj
142 Poor
Freedom
165 Foundatip
151 Xothi
100 Poor
feeding
100 Koghy
Poor Feed
11 Kothi
100 Kothi
101 Kothi
100 P. Feed
100 Kothi
401 Koth
H)  Kotht
101 Kothi
351  XKothi
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