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: OM SAI RAM :
A Message By SWAMI KARUNANANDA
My dear and precious premis,
In our weekly messages for some weeksrpast, we have
been dealing with Jnana predominantly in preference to Bhakti

or Love. In the Christmas week let us have a closer look
at Bhakti or love.

Bhakti (Love) and Jnana {Wisdom) are like two sweets
made of the same sugar but of different shapes. Giving up
all ideas of My and Mine is Bhakti and giving up the T is
Jnana. In Bhakt you give up all your possessions and in
jnana you give up possessor of possessions. Bhakti is turning,
the mind towards God. In Jnana you about-turn the mind
to its own source. He who searches for God or Truth must
himself exist. That very ewistence is God. In Bhakti one
getting disgusted with the worthlessness and futility of the
ego or lower self surrenders himself completely to the higher
power or God. Thereafter the Bhakia as a separate entity
ceases to exist. To know that God alone is the Reality and
it is within you is Jnana—to commence with that is Bhakt.
Whea vou are lost in the contemplation of God it is Jnana and
when you are aware of that contemplation it is Bhakti. To-
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know that God alone is the Infinite Bliss is Jnana and tp
-<commune with that Bliss is Bhakti. In Bhakti an object of
worship is required for fixing the mind on concentration.
Jnapa there is no object but only the subject.

Bhakti provides the driving power to the highest values

-of human life like Truth, knowledge, beauty, freedom and happi
ness,

In

Entering as a comiponent into each of the above values
Bhakti adds power, meaning and significance of virtues,
Most valuable human truths have been discoversd through
fove for such pursnits than through compulsion, necessity or

professional paid work. Love enormously enriches man's
poor, dry, dull, mechanical, meaningless existence.. When love
embraces the whole of humanity each becomes a participant
in the richest experience of ali-embracing cosmic life. Bhakid
ot love not only provides the surest and most delightful way
of reaching Truth-Knowledge-Bliss, but also turns itself out
as Truth-Knowledge-Bliss. Similar is an intense love of beauty
a precondition for all aspirations, enjoyments and active achieve.
ments like art, dance, music. To love anything is to act
freely without compulsion or artificial stimulation. Love and
freedom are synonymous. Compulsion and fear are negations
of Love. Where there is frue love there is no compulsion, Where
there is compulsion there can be no true love. The greater
the love the greater the freedom, Love is the heart, soul
and cb_re of all religions. Without love there can be rneither
true religion nor morality. When the stream of Love dries up
religion, morality and ethics become dry as dust, creeds and
dogmas. True love does not fear anything because it has
dissolved itself in God. Whether you choose Bhakti or Jnana
the chief thingisto go on relentlessly practising it and not
waste time and emerpy in vain arguments and disputations.

May the allmerciful Baba lead you to this state of True
Love and Bliss.

With Love and- Blessings,
OM SHANTI SHANTI SHANTI.



MIND—YOUR (OWN BUSINESS

By T. R. Kulkarni, B, A,, LL. B.
Dist. & Sessions Judge, Jalgaon

Business—men as well as other professionals are so much
engrossed n their respective undertakings that they do not
even divert their minds even for a few hours. They have no
fme to read literature ov poetry. Blessed is the man who
has enough time to read his morning paper. Those who get
ime to read, happily devole it o reading murder thrillers
45 it does not require concentration or serious attention.

1t muy he generally accepted that in order to achieve
siiccess in business or profession, honesty, which is said to
be the best policy, is the chiel requiremenl. The honesty 1
am speaking of v reat honesty which emanates from a pure
mind and rot a mind wholly profit-ridden. There is a pepular
joke aboul honesty in business.

A businessman who had carned milliong in his business,
which was run in partnership, was once asked fo define hones-
ty. He gave the following reply : “Suppose you owe my
frm Rs. 50/-. You issuc a cheque in the name of my firm
for Rs. 50/~. I go to a bank and encash the cheque. The
cashir by mistake pays me Rs. 60/=. If 1 share the exira
ten tupees with my partner, [ am. honest.” -

Such sort of “honesty™ is wot honesty at all. A really
pure mind would return the tenner to the cashier,

The other requirements are sweet and flattering words
and cordial treatment (o the members of the public who have
dealings with you, This is possibie only if you have cultivated
a good and loving mind. Qtherwise, it is the :11511a]._._.experience
that after attaining seniority in business or, profession, the
clientele is shown scant respect and is given curt , freatment.
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Last but not the least requirement is complete  devotion

fo ome’s own busipess. It is not neeessary to dilate on this.

matter any further. But suffice to say that « o sy

Afeis @9 T 7 s the old teaching of Geeta which surely
pays dividends in the long run.

But the main question is how to acquire these qualities:
and to maintain them even after being successful Books by
Dale Carnejie give us some hints and no doubt they are useful,
You can be successful, but it is common knowledge that a
successful man easily becomes puffed up with pride which
brings his carly down-fall. In order to avoid these pit-falls,
what should be done ? And here the real topic of this article:
begins. It is not as you have imagined it, “Mind your own
business”, but it is “Mind, your own business™, It is necessary:
for each person to know that he is the architect of his own
mind, and it is he who must mould it, and not any psychiatrist,

Leaving aside the age-old dispute about mind and body
between the materialists and philosophers, one thing shalt
have to be admitted that by recent psychologists beginning
frem Freud right upto Adier and Jung, a deep study of the
mind is being carried out and it s now generally accepted
that a mind has three levels : the conscious, the pre-conscious:
and the unconscious. For our present purpose, the last level |
of the mind, viz. the unconscious level is material. It is the
underworld of the personality that is unconcerned with reality
or the rights and rules of the society. In the unconscious
mind impressions, thoughts and ideas are collected from prehis-
foric times, mythology, history and present  day happenings,
In this sense it is timeless, All these are not neatly arranged
and lie there in a disorderly manner, and hence it is described
as chaotic. Impressions acquired in the infancy lie buried
at this level and that js why it is called infantile. It is primi-
tive in the sense, that it is not fettered by the modern ways
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of civilized conduct, culture and polish. The contents of the
uneonscious mind come from fwo sources. A portion of the
same consists of primitive, pleasure-dominated and somewhat
brutal ideas and strivings that have never been conscious.
They are part of a person’s inheritance. The second source
consists of throughts, memories and wishes that were . once
comscious but have been repressed or pushed back into the
hinterland of the mind, because they were too shocking, pain-
ful or shameful to tolerate. It is at this level ie. of the
unconscious level of the mind that the abnormalities of the
behaviour start and in order to aveid the same, the thoughts,
the memories, the wishes, the pleasures and the brutal ideas
should be as far as possible aveided, and in order that the
burden of the repressed thoughts, memories, wishes, ete. should
not increase over the mind, the pressure has to be released.

The question is: How to do this 7 And it is here that
psychiatrists have been experimenting. But one need not be
hopeless about it. There is an effective remedy, and if we
shed aside the shame about being called a religious person,
the remedy is with us. Concentration of mind is {anght by
our sages all through the ages; but we have cast them aside
out of fear that we would be called backward, orthodox,
outmoded. There is nothing to be ashamed of in one’s own
religion. Modern thinkers who have adopted the philosophy
of communism think that religion is opium. But it is useful
to bear in mind what the world’s greatest thinker H. G. Wells
has said about it. According to him, although the communists
say that ‘religion is opium of the people’, add three explana-
tory words and make it, “know all priestly religion”. Thus,
according to H. G. Wells, religion criticized by the communists
is the religion which is defiled by the priests and not the basic
tenets preached by the masters of each religion. These basic
tenets are good for the stability of a man and are not opposed
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to science. The religion, not priestly religion, but the religion
in its pure form, always helps to shape our minds and release
its extra pressure. Under these circumstances, the
ways supgested by our religion to concentrate one's mind,
to bring one’s mind oun the right path, to keep it unpolluted
by outward influences. must be practised te mainiain a4 normal
and balanced mind which is needed in this riot-torn world.
And that is why | say that your mind is not the business of
2y psvehiafrist or a medical practitioner, but it is your own
business which you alone must shape and be happy,

various

It is difficult to mould the mind, no doubt, That was  why
Arjunag had told Shrikrishna :

Fwwd fg T For yofa awag 389 |
7N g A e g3ere

and the veply given to him by Lord Shrikrishna stands gsood
even to-day :

AT g BT ATAT T TAY |



WHAT IS MIND ?
(By — P. D. Khadilkar, M. A, B. T.)

“Mind is its own place,
It can make a heaven of hell
And a hell of heaven”
— Milton.

What 35 mind ? Nobody knows !

it is a substance which is very subtle beyond the powers
of organs. Others say it is energy generated in body. It
is an imaginary place where all organs meet. 5o some call
it an eleventh organ, the meeting place of all the ten organs
and the product of them. Our philosophy says that there
are five wifims— WY g wgd freg wfewr S3 a9
Ears, skin, tongue, eyes and nose — and five FA{zgs — Hands,
feet, mouth and others. sfzds go in contact with the
outer world and bring knowledge or experiences 10 mind.
Mind conveys them to brain, and action begins.

There are fixed places or spots for other organs; but
where is mind located ? Which is its exact place or spol in
this body ? Nobody knows, But everyone speaks of it and
acts according to its dictates, Mind is imaginary; still it is
there and is very powerful. It is the strongest, most powerful
and ever active thing that rules the world of mankind.

The great psychologist, Mr. . Freud, has worked hard on
this problem. He has tried his best to give a thorough picture
of mind. He says, “Mind is. a curious thing. It has three
layers. The lowest is the sub-conscious state of mind.
The experiences gathered and stored there 1ise up to the surface
of mind whenever we want to refer to. them. The middle
part stotes up impressions which are needed, now and then
‘The surface gets impressions of new experiences and new
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knowledge and man acts according to their dictates very quickly
and suddenly.”

Mind : if you call it a substance, it is a very  subtle
substance, which cannot be seen, heard, smelt, tasted or touch-
ed; in other words, it is beyond the power of senses, Memory,
intellect, experiences and reason — all these are different aspects
of mind. They are mind in different capacities. Brain i 1
store-box, wherein all impressions are stored up and are
being stored up. It is already told that the past impressions
which are stored up in some parts of the brain, as it were,
wake up and come to the conscions stage of mind whenever
they are needed.

Our Shastras say tha: even the experiences of past births,
good and bad, are stored up in mind. They are called Sanchit,
inherited from ihe past births, for action, guidance and be-
haviour in this birth.

Mind is very powerful, omnipotent, even more powerful
than the soul itself. It controls the soul with the special

power, which we call Maya and leads it to salvation or ruin.
Sacred works say —

T U AR HTN TR |
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“Mind is solely responsible for the bondage or freedom of
the human being—the bondage or freedom from the human
attachments and the cycle of births and deaths, If it is attach-
ed to worldly pleasures, it leads to bondage; if it is kept

away from the worldly temptations it frees the soul from the:
influence of Maya.”

Thus it is seen that the superinfluence of the mind over
human behaviour and life was fully known by the ancient
Thinkers. So all of them laid siress on the full control of
mind, by hard work and good thinking.

Arjuna says to Krishra, “Lord, mind is so fickle that
it is beyond human power to conirol it.” But Krishna tells
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him that mind can be tamed by constant vigilance and good
thinking. (Geeta 6th chapter; sl 34,35)

"God can make heaven of hell but He cannot convert
hell inte heaven. But mind can do it—a heaven of hell and
hell of heaven.

The Xathopanishad rhetorically describes mind as the
reins used to control semses. If you pull the reins correctly
As you want, senses will remain on proper track. But if you
let Joose the reins the senses will harm you.

Mind is just Like a burning ball that throws out sparks
-of thoughts incessantly. Some define mind as T=ag &g =7 |
“That which always goes on thinkig is mind,” Mind keeps
-on working not only in awakened state but also in dreams and
daydreams. It evolves its own world. So it is very powerful.
1t directs man to behave as per its dictates, good or bad.
Mind dictates to the soul; but thinkers say that we must
try to be masters of mind instead of being slaves to if.

Mind is very curious in as much as its behaviour differs
from man to man, It does. not act uniformly in the same
uniform and common environment. We say, “My mind telis
me to do this or that. It goads me to kill, fo rob, and to

commit suicide also. It gives me pood advice; also it leads
me to do sinful deeds.”

Mind acts differently from individual to individual. Mass
mind i5 the mind of many persons, taken collectively. Ingre-
dients of individual mind and mass mind being the same, the
mind of society also acts and reacts differently from sociely
to society; from nation tc nation.

Mind is a thing, which is unkmown to man even today
in all aspects. But one thing is certain that if you want to
lead your life successfully, you must try to control . It
should be made subservient to the soul




A MAN AND HIS RELIGION
By Shrikrishna D. Pratham, M. A,

Number of religions are practised on this globe and all
of them are meant for the elevation of man. The commands
of religions arc considered to be of divine otigin. This is
because of the fact that these commands have been revealed
to the prophets and as a result of this, all the scriptures have
no authors.

It is very interesting to note that man has advanced from
barbarism to civilisation and lie has carried with him his
religion alse, We infer that the man in old Stone Age might
have performed the worship of his God wih the feeling of
fear. It is so because all the nature’s elements in those days
must be so frightening to him that he made them his Gods
in their different forms. He worshipped Fire, Wind, Rain,
Srone and even his dead forefathers.

It is a common fact that a man is, by the very nature,
seifish. He does every act for his personal gains. He offers
his services even to his God with an intention to get in return
the gifts from him. He needs more and more wealth to enrich
his life. Thus, whenever the man neesded the wealth, he
obtained it by offering oblations and prayers fo the God. .
Man found that his worship yielded him the desired fruit,
His faith in God became deeper and deeper. Most effective
hymns were composed and sung. The faith now transformed

into love for God. Of course, this love was motivated with
mere  selfish  desires,

We have observed from the history of the languages that
the worship and homage became so much complicated that
they necded interpretation. A common man could not grasp:
the order of various rights in his worship. That was the
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period when the role of the priest, the kmower of religion,
hecame very important, The class of priests gave lead to all
the religions activities. But the common man continued 1o
follow his ofd traditions without questioning the authority or
sanction of scriptures.  He did not bother about the seriptures.
1t hecame the job of a priest to refer to religions books. The
rule of religion became supreme and the king's rule became
subordinate to it. In the conflict between the rule of the
religion and the rule of king, the former proved to be upheld
by the people. It seems that they kunew the fact that the
king is temporary, whereas religion is permanent.

‘Thereafter we find the visible development in the field
of philosophy. Man started to think systematically about
wimself and bis God. Various enquiries were made by him
and number of schools werc established to. put forth their
philosophical ideas.

These schools were so much developed that the phitosophy
became out of reach for a compwon mat. Only scholars
studied it and conducted discussions and opposed the rival
schools. It is no doubt that the common mass supported
their different high priests. Thus various cults had their
appearance on this globe. We find from the above that 2
common man always remained a follower of the cult without
much thinking about it. Meanwhile many traditions cropped
ap and people supported them also, even though some of
them had no rteligious sanction. These traditions achieved so
much importance that they became even mare powerful than
the scriptures.

A common man was, through ages, carried away by senti-
mental traditions, He sometimes jgnored  seriptures also.

As a rule a person has got fo foliow his religion very
strictly. His duties and responsibilities are already fixed by
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the scriptures. But it is seen that very few of yg may he
practising the religion in the strict sense of the term. We
find that the modern man has got very short time at his
disposal to devote to his religion, becanse of the fact that
he has become busy like a machine. A religious and pious
man does intend to practise his religion, but he needs a short
way of practising it. Now we are on the verge of becoming
more than human beings We will be human machines.
This is not at all a progress. Man will not be called as a
superman. e will be an antomatic machine without
love or sentiments.

feelings,

Can this machine-like man be happy for ever if he does
-all his activities with an intention to create more and more
wealth for his use ? The answer is negative. He cannot be
perpetually happy. He will be happy for sometime and un-
happy for some other time. It is so because he can derive
happiness only when he will have time to enjoy his wealth,
He cannot have freedom to enjoy his life at his will becayse
he will become a part of the machine. Is there any way to
-achieve permanent happiness 7 For achieving permanent happi-
02ss you have to begin with simple prayers to God. He will
give you everything, He assures TN qroeTdy LR RN
If our mind is filled with devotion of God we will see Him
everywhere.  We will say “$grarmfid gF shiew s g |

How to create love for Lord 2 It is a very casy thing,
Your habit of remembering Him will create a love for Him,
You read out stories about the God. Sing hymms addressed
to Him. Offer Him your simple worship that will give you
the desired result. OM TAT SAT !



SHRI RANGA AWADHOOT SWAMI

—By S. N. Huddar.,

Shri Vasudevananda Saraswati Swami Maharaj roamed alf
over Bharat from WNorth to South and from East to Woest
visiting almost all the holy places, He had thousands of
discipies, some of whom have been very illustrions, such ag
Narasinha  Saraswati  (Dikshit Swami} of Vadi, Yogananda
Saraswati alias Ganda Maharaj of Gunj  (Dist. Parbhani),
Govindrao Pandit of Sipri, Shankarrao Shirolkar (later Shri
Shankaracharya of Sankeshwar), Silaram Maharaj (vounger
brother of Swamiji), Ramchandra Shastri Prakashkar of Baroda,
Dhundira) Maharaj Kavishwar of Deolgaon Raja, Janakiram
Maharai of Pali (Dist. Aurangabad), Shri Vamanraoji Gula-
vani Maharaj of Poona, Shri Shankarrao Ajgaonkar Deshmukh
of Hingoli (Marathwada) erc,

Shri Ranpa  Awadhuv alias ‘Bapii’, a popular saint of
Guirath, has also been a principal and staunch devolee of
Shri Vasudevananda Suaraswati Swams Maharaj, He lived at
Nareshwar on the bank of Narmada, carrying on the mission
of spreading the devotion of Shri Daita amongst the Gujerati
people.  Recently he had been to Africa due to pressing invita-
tion of his devotees. Many of his devotees live in Africa and
other forcign countrics and so he carnestly wished to publish
a biography of his revered Guru Shri Vasudevananda Sara--
swatl Swami Maharaj in  English to enlighten the English

\ knowing people spread all over the world, with the pious
f divine life of his Gurudeo. But it is 2 misfortune that Shri

Ranga Awadhut Swami passed away on 19th November 19468
at Haridwar before the English biography could be published..
An atiempt is made here to give in short some life instances.

of Shri Ranga Awadhut,

.

5
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A Vedic Brahmin Balambhat Valambe lived at Degle
(Tal. Sangameshwar, Dist. Ratnagiri}. His third son Vithal-
pant came to Godhra (Dist. Panch Mahal, Gujrat) as a priest
of Vithal Mandir of Sakharam Anant Sarpotdar.

He was then only of 18 years age and he was well verseq
in Vedas. His wife’s name was Rukmini. This pious couple
gave Dbirth to Pandurang on 20-11-1898 and he was Iater
known as Ranga Awadhoot Swami.

At the age of 3, Pandurang saw a dead body being taken
for funeral. He asked his father, “Where is the person being
taken ¥ The father replied, “He is being taken to the abode
of God”., Pandurang again asked *Can we noi go to the
abode of God by our feet 77 Vithalpant did not like this
inauspicious question, yet he said, “By reciting the name of
Ram, one can go to God’s abede.” Innocent Pandurang
got inspiration from this and he began reciting Ram-nam
always.

Vitbalpant died in 1903 when Pandurang’s age was only
5, and his younger brother Narayan was only 2 years old.
When Pandurang became §, his mother came to Konkan with
her two sons and performed their thread ceremony. Mother
then came to Vadi with her two sons. Shri Vasudevananda
Saraswati Swami was there at that time. As soon as the
nine years’ chap Pandurang saw Swami Maharaj, he ran to
Swamiji, who, looking at the smart boy, exclaimed, “Ch, this
is our boy 1” Swamiji asked Pandurang to whom he belonged,

He replied, “I belong to you .. Swamiji told him to begin
to read the Pothi.

This is the only instance when Pandurang had come. in
-contact with Swamiji. He regarded Swami Maharaj as his
spititual Guru from this time and Swamiji also had been
guiding Pandurang often. Swami Maharaj had his Samadhi at
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Garudeshwar in July 1914, when Pandurang was only 16
years old. He could not see Swamiji again.

Pandurang had a brilliant school and college career. He
was a student of Baroda college. When Mahauma Gandhi
launched non-co-operation  campaign in 1921, Pandurang
responded to Nation's call and leaving Baroda College,
joined Gandhi’s Swarajya Ashram, Ahmedabad, and became
Snatak (graduate) of Gujerath Vidyapeeth.

He worked as a teacher and also participated in Satyagraha
movement. He had liking for Sanskrit. He began writing
articles and books on national subjects. He tramslated two
books of Tolstoy in Gujerati and the same were published
by Navajivan Prakashan, Ahmedabad. He wrote a Sanskrit
treatise on Bhartrihari’s ‘Subodh Shatak® and ‘Girvan Bhasha
Pravesh’, a Sanskrit text for Swarajva Ashram. Tales from
Upnishads (“Upnishadoni Baten’) was also writien and published
by him.

However, his inclination for devotion to God Datta
continued all the time. He was longing to have dasshan
of Shri Datta. When his younger brother Narayan completed
his education anrd pgot employment, Pandurang concentrated
his mind on the devotion of Shri Datta still more. Once
he was seriously ill, so much so that his relatives had lost
hope of his life. But with intense devotion he composed
poems and prayed to Dafta most sincerely.

Jo this state of health Swami Maharaj advised him to
read ‘Datta Purana’ 108 times. At the time of his first wvisit
to Vadi, Swamiji had asked Pandurang to read ‘Pothi’ But
it was not clear which Pothi was to be read. But by intuition
Pandurang guessed that that Pothi meant ‘Shri Guru Charitra’
as it was read by his maternal uncle, who had received it
from Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi as Prasad. Pandurang took
the Pothi from his maternal uncle and began to read it with
devotion. He would not even take his meals before reading it.
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He entrusted his mother to his younger brother Narayan
for care and, anyhow consoling her, started for Himalayas.
But on the way, some saints and Sadhaks requested him to
-observe penance on the bank of Narmada. He chose a lonely
and charming place of Nareshwar on the bank of Narmada.
‘On its East there are hills and it is surrounded by thick forest.
It 18 an abode of peacocks, bright skinmed cobras and other
beasts. There is a Shiva Mandir which had been in neglected
-condition so far. Pandurang stayed here and completed 108
readings of ‘Datia Purana’. For completion function, he
decided to make Narmada Parikrama in 108 days, drinking
only the water of Narmada. Due to such hard penance and
blessings of Swamiii and Shri Datta, Pandurang was here-
after known as Ranga Awadhoot Swami.

After the Brahma-Nirvan of Shri Vasudevananda Saraswati
Swami Maharaj at Garudeshwar in 1914, Swamiji’s Datta
Murti was retained, as Shri Datta had expressed His desire
to stay at Garudeshwar, Shri Ranga Awadhoot carried the
torch of devotion of Shri Datta and spread its light throughout
Gujerat. He wrote ‘Guru Charitamrit® in  Gujerati, which
includes “Shri Guru Charitra’ and ‘Shri Datta Purana’. This
is a blessing volume which is much respected and has been
very popular amongst the Gujerati people. His Sanskrit
volume ‘Ranga Hridaya’ expresses his heart-felt devotion. He
has also composed sevaral songs, stotras etc. in Gujerati,
Marathi, Hindi and Sanskrit, which are popular amongst

devoted people. He was reciting the name of Shri Datta with
his every breath.

It is due fo the influence of Shri Ranga Awadhoot Swami
that some new mandirs, dharmashalas and dwelling places
on modern type have sprung up at Nareshwar and it has been
an altractive holy place for the devotees and other visitors.



NO MUKTI WITHOUT BHAKTI
— By H. H. Swamj Kesavaiahji,

«Neither by reciting the Vedas nor by acting upto the
Gastric  injunctions, I am attainable: but one who meditates
on me with adoration gets at me easily and I am always with
him®— thus speaks Bhagavan in Siva Gita.

However much the devotee suffers he should not give up
his devotion to God. This is best illustrated from the life
of Bhakla Tukaram. There was a Brahmin at Dehu jn Mahara-
shtra by name Ramachandra Bhat. Being a great pandit and
strict follower of Sunatana Dharma, Bhat was greatly perturbed
by the doings of Tukaram. One day he approached the village
Chief and spoke thus: “Tukaram is a Sudra by birth; yet not
only has he fearncd the Vedas but is also imparting the sacred
lore to men ol all castes. He is abusivg the Karma Yoga
established by ancient Rishis and proclaiming the supremacy of
Bhakti Yoga. With the aid of his melodious music, he attracts
many followers, to the detriment of Vedic religion” and requ-
ested the Chiel to punish Tukaram and save the Vedic religion.
The Chiel ordered the village pate! to expel Tukaram from
the village.

Coming to know this Tukaram sought the help of Rama-
chandra Bhat. He accosted the latter while bathing at the
river Indrayani. On seeing Tukaram, Bhat flared up at him
thus: “You are spoiling the Varnashrama Dharma. You dis-
regard the Vedas and Sastras of yore. By these. yourself and
the hearers of your Abhangams (songs in praise of God)
will perish and fall into abysmal Hell. Your Abhangams make
the hearers commit sinful acts”. He further enjoined him not
to sing Abhangams any more.

Stricken with sorrow at these words, Tukaram quietly
asked what should become of those Abhangams he had already
smg, to which he instantly got the answer that they should
be thrown into the Indrayani river. Sad at heart, Tukaram
bundled his Abhangams and nearing the Vitoba temple, prayed
- fhus: “O Lord, once yon ordained me to sing Abhangams
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and now you enjoin me through Ramachandra Bhat to cast
them away into the river.”’ So, crying, he threw the Abhan-
gams into the Indrayani river and left the place.

This news spread into the village of Dehu and the neigh-
bouring villages. That night to many of the villagers, God'
Vitoba appeared in dream and asked them to get the Abhan--

gams, which were safe in the river and restore them to Tuka-
ram. They did so,

Some days later Ramachandra Bhat visited a holy place.
with his chelas. There he was bathing in a wellin a garden
belonging to 2 Fakir. The Fakir came and wanted to know
who he was. Enraged at being spoken to by a nion - Hindu,
Ramachandra Bhat hurled abuses at the Fakir who replicd
him with moere. The bath over, Ramachandra Bhat began
to feel a burning sensation all over his entire frame. He
could not sit, stand or lie down. Not knowing what to do,
he went to the Gnaneswari Mutt and there prayed and slept.
Graneswara appeared and spoke thal the pain was the result
of teasing Tukaram and unless he prostrated before Tukaram
thers would be no way of escape.

Bhat was on the horns of a dilemma. His burning sensa-
tion had to be got rid of. He had to seck help of Tukaram.
whom he had mortified before. He felt ashamed. But seeing
no way of escape, he wrote a letter to Tukaram detailing,
his sufferings. He got back an Abhangam from Tukaram.
Therein he read, “One whose mind is spotless and pure has
no enemies. To him all creatures are alike. Fall at Vitoba's
feet”. When he finished reading, Bhat felt free from the
burping semsation. Realising the greatness of Tukaram, he
started to raeet him. Tukaram, coming to know this approach-
ed him and made his obeisance. Bhat prostrated before
Tukaram and entreated  his pardon for his former misdeeds..

He became an ardent chela of Tukaram and bcgan his Bhajana
with Tukaram’s Abhangams:

A true Bhakta is always near God.

D ————— Y



A LETTER TO CHILDREN

My dear children,

In this letter I will tell you something about faith and what
it can achieve. We come across two types of devotees. The
first has complete faith in his Sad-guru and gets experiences
afterwards. The second waits for experiences and when he
has had these, he bhegins to have faith. Here I must confess
I myself belonged to the second category, for I started having
faith tn Sai Baba only after I was blessed with a few ex-
periences. Thereafter there have been so many, all through
Sai’s Grace. If you wish to read these you must get hold
of the book, ‘iMracles Galore.” *

[f you have read the Bhagavadgita, as I feel surc you
niust have, you will have seen 1he great faith Arjuna had
in Kiishna and how Krishna benefited him by His advice
and help. If you have read the Sai Satcharita, ‘and this is
a ‘must, you will have read of many instances of men who
had full faith in Sai Baba and who believed that whatever
Sai Baba said must come true. Take the case of Ramgirbuva
alias Bapugirbuva. He was fo go to his native place in
Khandesh, but Sai Baba asked him to proceed first to Jamuer
as  Nanasaheb Chandorkar's daughter, who was pregnant
was seriously ill. Sai Baba who was omniscient, knew of
this and wanted to send His Udi for her relief. When Ram-
girbuva said he had only two rupees and that would take
him only up to Jalgaon, Sai Baba assured him that all further
help would be provided. Without asking any further questions

*(Obtainable from the Sai Sansthan at Shirdi or from the
Shirdi Sai Sansthan’s Office at Sai Niketan, - Vincént Road,
Parsi Colony, Dadar, Bombay, now available at the reduced
price of Rupee one only)

gz._.
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he started and when he arrived at Jalgaon he heard some
one dressed like a peon, calling out “Who is Bapugirbuva of
Shirdi 7, and when he said it was he who had come from
Shirdi, the peon took him in a nice tonga or horse-carriage
up to Jamner. On entering Jamner, Rampir went to answer
a call of nature and when he came back he found that the
tonga, the horses and the peon had suddenly disappeared.
He learnt from WNanasaheb Chandorkar that he had neither
sent a peon nor a tonga to fetch him as he was not aware
of his coming. You must realise that there is nothing strange-
i this. For an Avatar nothing is impossible. He can appear
anywhere and assume any formy or forms He desires as Sai Baba
did in this case.

Anpother instance one is reminded of is of Das Ganu
who also had implicit faith in Sai Baba.. When he mentioned
his difficulties about the Tsha-Upanishad to Sai Baba, Sai Baba
said to him, “You need not be anxious; thereis no difficulty
about this matter. The maid servant of Kaka®™¥ will solve your
doubts at Vile-Parle on your way home.” Das Ganu did not.
take this assertion of Baba as a joke but had faith enough
to realise that what Baba said must be true. He went to
Vile Parle and there the maid-servant of Kaka did actually
provide the real solution to his difficulties.

Among the many evils of human nature is the extreme
worry of man for the future or for the morrow. Men deprive:
themselves of today so that they may enjoy tomorrow, They
die today so that they may live tomorrow. Tomorrow is the
tepetition of today. They forget that God who created His.
beings looks after their well-being and provides them with
sustenance as they go along. From the incident of the ‘Manna”
that God provided to the Jews in their wanderings, and parii-

“% Shri Hari Sitaram Dixit.
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cularly the fact that it was daily distribyted

; ) ] the Jewish people
derived their Taith in God.

- wve  re; z Bi '
I you hay ad the Bible, yop surely must have read

of the many miracles Jesus performed before He was crucified.
He too, like Sai Baba. was an Avatar and whatever He wished
happencd or took place. Thus we read of Jesus distributing
only five louves of hread and two fighes amongst five thousand
men, weomen and children und the fragments that remained
were iwelve basketful. Jesus walked on the water and his
disciples saw  Him doing this. Some even thought it was a
Ghost. Peter said, “If' it be Thee, then let me come unte
thee on the water’ and Jesus said, “Come™. Peter walked
on the water but when he saw the wind boisterous, he was
afraid and beginomg to sink he cried, ‘Lord, save me.’ Jesus
then caught forih his hand and said unto him, “°O thou, of
littke faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ? So you see all
Avatars want you to bave full faith and not cntertain any
doubts, for they alone can carry you over the stormy seas of
life to the beautiful and calm haven beyond.

This reminds mc of another story that I recently read.
which having been told by an Avatar will, T am sure, inicves
you. In South india there lived the Saint Appar and h: ha-
a devotee at Tangalur who had very great faith in this San:
though personally he had never met or seen him. This devotee
gave lands and houses in the Saint’s name, built rest-houses
or Dharmashalas in the Saint’s name, and gave even his
children the samc name. One day it so happened that ihis
Saint missed his way and came to Tangalur and was surprisad
to see everywhere his name even the roads were named after
him. Soon the devotce, becoming aware of the Saint's presence
at the village, ran and fell at his feet. He took him to his
house and arranged a grand feast in’ his honour. The eldes:

son went to hring plantain leaves, was stung by asnake a'd
34



74 SHRI SAI LEELA-JUNE 1472

died immediately. The father coming to know of this wen
there, covered over the dead body with dry laves and came
back to atend to the feast. The Saint asked him (o el
all his sons to join the feast and the muan called eVETY one,
even the dead one by his namwe. The dead boy also came and
joined the feast. The Saint who was fully awiare of what had

happened said, “Your faith is greater than my Shaki”

From what has been stated in this letter it wili be guiwe
apparent to you, my dear children. that laith can work mira.
cles, but this faith must be hundred per cent, for cven ninety
nine per cent with one percent doubt will pot do.  Hawe
therefore this full fuith in Sai Baba and belicve me you will
he rewarded in full measwre. Sometbues calamitios OVETrpoWCr
us; it s then hat your faith is on the test. I am sore i
your faith is as sohd as a rock, you will all come out ultimaie-
ly successful.

Your loving uncle in the service of
Bhagawan Sri Sal  Baba

Solomon Benjamin.

e me g meme e g ee 4 .
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30 Mr. & Mus. K. R. Menon Trivendrum (01 Education
3x Shri N. D. Vyas Bombay 958 Kothi, Poor

F., Medi, F., Educa.

List of Donors : Bombay Office April 1972
I M/s Prinson & Co. Buangalore 300Fecding the Poor
2 Shri K. N. Advani Bom. 20 250 Hospital
3 Shri C.S. Zaveri Ghatkopur (01 ”
4 8hri A, R. Anantharaman  Shimowa 101
5 Mrs. Sadguna V. Bhatt Bom. 52 351 ”
6 Shri Shrikisan Suryaprakash Yaegiri 500
7 Sow. Saroj Deshpande Dadar 14 233 ”
8 Shri R. N. Joshi [ har 101 "
9 Shii T. 8. Panchapakesan  Sior 1000
10 Shri S. 8. Gopalakrishnan  Virudhunag 130 "
11 Smt. Ksntamani S. Sai Ghatkopar 300 Perm.  Fund
12 Smt. Jayanti Narsimha Banpalore 500 "
13 Shri D. K. Marathe Chembur 02 Kothi
14 Shri K. M, Talpade Andheri fO1  Permanant F.
15 Smt. Nirmala § Sawant Kurla 100 Kothi
16 Shri Radhakrishna Swamiji Bangalore 124 Kothi
t7 Shri N. B. Boda Madras | 101-25 Poor feeding
18 Dr. H. A. Batliwala Bom. 2 ITT1 Hospital Fund

"
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i Sai Baba Tutorial Academy’s
L) :
¥ INTER ARTS CLASSES
tha |
N (Estd. 1943) ‘
Jeg i
iy . . ve
Kshatriya Niwas, Portugese Church, Girgaon !l
Opp. Lakhani Book Depot, Bombay 4. 4
Tel. 354337 i
& l!
i :
The only special Inter Arts Glasses 1
in Bombay.
}
2}} 1009 Results last 18 conseculive years. H
| #
{
" Logic, Economics, English, French, Etc. '
I8
]
hi . '
l:m[_ Taught with exhaustive cyclostyled notes.
thi . . .
f:edir' Probable questions with class-getting answers
]I-'-r; isued every year for the University Examiuvation §
“ 71§ with 1007 accuraey.
\
f Admissions commence from 5th June 1972, ?
Burry up ! Limited Admissions.
i lﬂﬂ.«-wm.,“mmmm

l
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