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Shield of the Almighty...

We are glad to place cn the
wwmber, which o being published cn
of Stinc Sac Pungyarittc (Dassetiara
day).

T nesponse o aan call awr
neadens to contribute anticles negarnding
thecn expencences about thecn devotion
te Sac Baba, we liave neceived a
pablished cn that coue.The nesponse
from the neadens of the English csoune
e,

Watiablianat cs a great epic
of Tndia. T2 contacins evenytting.
Traly did Vyas say about this epic
- Yaditbastc tadnyatna yannehadti
found eloewtiene and that which o not
contains a wumber of stonces, which
tave attracted the attention of all
plays, films and nouels. Hence we
also cntend to publish a few of them
e oan coomes. The fenot such otony uiy
Asbitavakna o pallished in this csue.
UWe tiope that oar neaderns will lite this
wear cntroduction.

UWe wmortals are under constant
stnacn and stress. We neguine some

will make ws fearless. The saiuts all
ouen the world have shown the way

Zo become feanless, and that éo by
beetring facth cn God and by beng Hio
facitlhjel devotee. Scchness, Oldage
and Death : these are the natural
émw{awwmeameutéeazém bt
WWWWW
They simply do not bwoon, what to

do and where to laok for cwsppiration
devotees of God or the cncarnation

of God lite Stnc Sac Baba, bwou
that thece are the calamdities that are
bound to fall on every liwman being
one day on the otther, and ct co only
He (Stnc Sac Baba), Wha lias gat
power Lo protect them on shield them in
téwem{amctcw Tliey are, téme{we
are able to jace them boldly. 7ée
experiences of Sac devotees go to show
that Stnc Sai Baba lae shiclded
them wnder advense circumotances. The
shield of the favour of the almighty i
always protecting the devotees of Strc
Sac Baba, and sthowing them light in
the devotees obtain becawse of thecn
devation ta Stri Sac Baba, protect
Editorial pablished in the
Viiayadastiami Special Namber
1973 of Stné Sac Leela

Q00O
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Shr1 Sa1 is beyond the death...

Hemandpant narrates :- that is visible and invisible, and is also
..Sai pervades, perpetually, all the Supreme Spirit beyond that. Sai is

®
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He that is Unborn and Eternal....

The bodyis merelya burden. How
can they have pain or suffering? If they
have any, it is because of the bonds of
fate. But they are not cocerned.

He Who manifested because
of the past meritorious deeds of the
devotees and was filled with devotion
invisibly, He appeared for the welfare
of the devotees. It was then that He
was perceived in Shirdi.

It was said that now the work
of the welfare of the devotees was
completed, and, therefore, He
abandoned the body. Who will place
faith in these words? What is life and
death for a yogi?

Sai Samartha abandoned His
body as per His own will and burnt
the body in the ‘Yoga Agni’ (fire).
He became one with the unseen, but
remained elernally in the hearts of the
devotees.

How can He die, theremembrance
of Whose name breaks the cycle of life
and death for others? He attained His
earlier Invisible Self.

Going beyond the gross state,
Baba became one with the unseen,
where He enjoyed being one with God.
But always He keeps the devotees alert.

He Who throbs with the Supreme
Spirit and is permanently engraved in
the hearts of the devotees, then how
could His body be said to have ceased
to be. Such words are unacceptable.

Therefore, this Sai, Who is
without a beginning or an end will
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ever be there until the ‘pralay’ (deluge)
of the world.

Has Dnyanoba Maharaj gone
away? He gave darshan to Eknath
Mabharaj after three hundred years and
gratified the world.

Just as Eknath became the light
of Paithan, so did Tukaram Maharaj
in Dehu and Narasimha Saraswati in
Alandi;

Samartha Ramdas in Parali,
Akkalkotkar in Akkalkot, Prabhu
Manik in Humnabad and similarly Sai
in Shirdi.

‘One has experiences
commensurate with one’s faith’; even
to-day. When the power of this axiom
exists for Him, how can there be death
for such a one!

He, Who espoused the causes of
the devotees, has abandoned His body
in Shirdi and is all-pervasive with the
movable and the immovable. He is
capable of taking Avatar again.

‘Now what is there in Shirdi,
as the Samartha has mingled with

Brahman!” Have no such doubts, as
Shri Sai is beyond the death.

Saints are not born (from the
womb). They manifest themselves
for obliging others. They are the
embodiment of Brahman. Only the
fortunate ones so manifest.

Those who are incarnate are never
born, and they never die. As soon as
their mission is completed they merge
with Brahman and become one with
the unseen.

®
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A body is of a three-and-a-half
hands’ length. Could Baba be said to
be contained in that? It is improper
to say that He was of a particular size,
shape or colour.

The eight siddhis, such as ‘anima
and garima’ do notincrease or decrease
by the coming or going of the people,
for such persons. These are their own,
eternal glories. They are famous for
that.

The manifestation of such great
souls is only for the welfare of the
people. Their appearance, their
existence and their disappearance
happens as a natural phenomenon.
The saints are ever ready to get the
people to follow them.

Birth is an illusion. Death is a
delusion. Oneness of the soul is the
state beyond decay - in fact, the highest
bliss in a dream. Such is the condition
of the saints.

Even otherwise, for Him, Who is
a store of knowledge and is always one
with the Supreme Spirit, to take care
of the body or to leave it is the same.

Enough of this. As soon as Baba
left the body, a mountain of calamity
crashed on our heads. There was great
lamentation throughout Shirdi. A
great moaning arose.

The news of Baba having left the
body pierced the hearts of everyone
like an arrow. All routine work stopped
and people ran around confusedly.

As this inauspicious news spread,
everyone felt it was a thunderbolt.
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Some sensible ones sat silent, while
others began to wail.

Because of their excessive love,
they were choked with emotion. Tears
of sorrow trickled from their eyes.
They loudly chanted : “Hail Shiva,
Shiva!”

In every house there was tumult
and confusion. It was the same
turmoil everywhere. All hearts were
palpitating.

By Mabharaj leaving the body it
seemed as if all the village had died.
They said, “Lord, this terrible event
has pierced our hearts”

Everyone got up and ran. All
crowded into the Masjid and its
courtyard. The situation was heart-
breaking and the throats were choked
with sorrow.

Shirdi’s glory was gone; its
happiness and prosperity ended;
everything was lost. Everyone’s eyes
were filled with tears, and their
courage was shattered.

That which was counted amongst
the seven holy places, and which Baba
always called ‘Dwarkamai;, unfailingly,
was the greatness of that Masjid!

Whetheritiseternalemancipation
or abandoning of the body or death,
Dwarka is the place for absorption
into the essence of Brahman. He who
constantly meditates on God has a
place there.

That Gururai, Sairaya,
compassionate mother and father of
the devotees, the abode of response of

@
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the devotees, is remembered always.

Shirdi was desolate without
Baba. The whole atmosphere (all the
directions) had a vacuum and was
sorrowful. Shirdi appeared like a
lifeless body.

Just as the fish thrashed about in
a pond, whose water has dried up, so
were the people of Shirdi, sorrowful
and without zest.

Just as a lake is without a lotus,
a home is empty without a son,
or a temple is without a lamp, the
environment of the Masjid was like
that.

Shirdi without Baba, was like a
house without its master, a kingdom
without a king, an empty treasury - an
impenetrable forest.

The love of the people of Shirdi
and all the devotees towards Baba was
like that of a mother for the child, or
of the ‘Chatak’ for the water from the
clouds.

Shirdi appeared without zest,
half-dead, wretched and poor. Like a
fish without water, the people writhed.

All the old and young were like a
wife rejected by her husband, or like a
mother refusing her suckling children,
or like the calf separated from the cow.

Unbearable was this grief-stricken
state! All the people of Shirdi ran here
and there, in a disorderly manner and
in all directions.

Shirdi was holy because of Sai
only; it attained historical importance
because of Sai only; it became a
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pilgrim centre only because of Sai. Sai
only was the protector of all.

Some cried out aloud; some rolled
in the dust; some lay unconscious. The
people were full of misery.

Tears of sorrow trickled down
from the eyes of men and women, who
were very morose. They forsook eating
and drinking and became pitiable.

Seeing Babas inert form, the
villagers were extremely unhappy. All
the devotees, young and old, were very
uneasy.

That Masjid, where sweet and
interesting stories were heard, where
there was daily joyousness, and where
one could not find even a small space
to enter, was desolate.

That  Shirdi, was  always
prosperous and auspicious earlier
for all, only because of Baba, and
now without Him, the villagers were
restless.

“The root and the embodiment
of heavenly bliss, You took a form
for the welfare of the devotees, and
when the mission was completed, how
wonderfully You abandoned the body
in the village.

For all the twenty-four hours,
You actively and earnestly taught
us for our benefit, because we were
confused, always.

Your teachings fell upon us like
water on an overturned pot and flowed
away, and we did not retain even a

drop”

‘It grieves me immediately, when
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you speak badly of anyone; You often
repeated. Yet we did not obey You.

How many of us are guilty of not
having obeyed this good advice! Have
you repaid us in this manner for our
disobedience and not atoning for it?

Baba does this requite all those
sins? What is the point of now being
repentant? It is necessary for each one
to suffer for His deeds.

Is it because of that, that You have
got tired of us? And placed Yourself
beyond the veil? How has death
unexpectedly brought this calamity
upon us?

It seems You became disgusted,
dinning Your lessons to us till You
became hoarse and seeing our
indifference.

Are You, therefore, annoyed with
us and forgotten all Your earlier love?
Or is it that the bonds of earlier lives
have ended to-day; or is it that the
flow of Your love has dried up?

Had we understood earlier that
You would leave us so suddenly, it
would have been much better. At least,
the people would have been more
alert.

All of us were lazy and were
caught napping. Ultimately, we were
thus trapped and good for nothing.

We bacame traitors to the Guru;
as we did nothing at the appropriate
time. We could not even stay peaceful.

We came to Shirdi from distant
places and there too sat gossiping! We
forgot altogether that we had come
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to a holy place and acted there, also,
according to our own will.

Devotees of varied and different
natures came - wise ones, egoistic,
selfish, argumentative. But, to the
knower, they were one, in their pristine
form and there was no difference
between them as being superior or
inferior.

He, Who sees no other entity
apart from God in all creation - in fact
this is His glory and He has no second.

The devotee himself is God.
The Guru is no different. But, when
both have forgotten the Real Self, the
difference arises because of that.

In reality, we are God ourselves.
But, we have forgotten the divinity
within us. This is the main reason for
the difference and the fall from grace.

An emperor in his dream sees
himself going from door to door
begging for alms. On waking, he
realises the truth and knows that his
situation hasn’t changed.

Activity when we are in the
waking state ceases when we are in
the dreaming state. Real awakening is
Self Realisation and being completely
absorbed in Unity, Consciousness.

He had immense love for the wise,
the ignorant and all the dependants.
He treated all of them dearer than
life. There was not even a bit of
differentiation.

Though experience had shown
that He was God in human form, His
pampering and indulgence became

®



the undoing of all.

Some were given riches and
wealth. Some were given happiness in
worldly life and the boon of children.
Because of that, there arose a strong
delusion and acquisition of true
knowledge was lost.

When sometimes He laughed
and joked with somebody, that person
became puffed up with pride thinking
that He alone was greatly loved and
others were not shown that affection.

Similarly, if He spoke angrily to
someone, they said that He was not
liked by Baba and that Baba gave them
alone all the respect and not to others.

While engaged in making such
comparisons, which Baba did not even
dream of, it’'s we who were the losers
in so far as our good was concerned

September-October 2022

and forgot our ultimate aim.

By good fortune, Parabrahma
and the Embodiment of the Supreme
Spirit was so close to us. But, we
forgot the main purpose and lost the
opportunity in fun and frolic.

As soon as they came, the people
took Baba’s darshan and offered Him
fruits, flowers and all other things.
But, when He asked for dakshina, they
slipped away from there and did not
stay there.

Seeing our pretty faults and
failings He told us stories for our
welfare. It seems, however, that He
was greatly troubled and left suddenly
for His own abode.

“Will these eyes now ever see
again Your Self Blissful state? That
blissful image is gone and lost for ever
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and anon!” selfless and compassionate. Such a one

Oh, see this devastating fate! has become a stranger to us!
Sai, our friend is lost forever. He was “It is not good to harass others.
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It hurts me”, He said. But, we paid no
attention to it and continued to quarrel
as much as we wished to.

We lost You Sainath, as devotees
and others harassed each other. We are
now repentant as we now remember
Your words.

It is said that Maharaj had told
His devotees that in time to come, He
would reappear as a lad of eight years.

These are the words of a Saint
and no one should doubt them.
Chakrapani in the Krishna Avatar did
exactly this.

Krishna appeared before Devaki
in the prison as a lad of eight years,
with a lustrous complexion wielding
weapons in His four arms.

In that incarnation, the purpose
was to lighten the burden of the earth;
in this, the upliftment of His devotees;
where is the reason for doubt, then?
The ways of the saints are really
inscrutable.

This determination was not due
to the contact of only one life, but it
was a relationship that existed for
seventy-two generations, which was
told by Baba to the devotees and which
has been narrated earlier.

Bonding with such ties of love, it
seems that Maharaj has gone on a tour
and the devotees have a firm belief
that He would return.

He gives divine visions to many;
He appears in dreams to quite a
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number; and He grants miracles to
several people secretly.

He is never seen by those who
have no faith; while the devotees and
the believers find Him near them
always. One experiences according to
one’s mental state.

In the chavadi, He is present
invisibly; in the Masjid, He is Brahma
Incarnate; in the Samadhi (Mandir)
He is in Samadhi. The bliss of His

presence is everywhere.

So, at present, this is the belief that
devotees should hold. Sai Samartha
is always there, permanently and
continuously.

Deities leave for their abode.
Saints remain in Brahma state. There
is no coming and going for them.
They merge with the Supreme Spirit
blissfully.

Therefore, this is my only request.
I bow down in all humility to all, the
young and the old. Listen respectfully
to all I say.

Develop  companionship or
association with those who are well-
known, virtuous and divine; have
selfless love at the feet of the Guru;
have inclination to tell stories about
the virtues and glory of the Guru.

Develop inseparable love for the
Guru; never let that bond oflove break.
Let the devotees remain blissful, at the
feet of the Guru, day and night.

Q00
@
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The Significance of
Shri Sai Baba’s Various Actions...

A sadlia on a sacnt o assaciated
of divine gqualities, and rnightly so.
However, strange and inscrutable are
the ways of sadtiws and theor oatuwards
conduct cannot aluways be a measure of
wtio are sthallow or have preconceived
wotions about the beliauioun of saiunts,
may wal be able to appraise the true
wonth of a panticalar sadbu. Strné Sac
Baba & a case in pocnt. Some who
were ecther disappointed or developed
revalocon.

T this paper, it o proposed ta
examine a wamber of case : in some
e fonot custance, but laten became
Hio devotees on Sac Baba lauing
déspelled then misgiuings becanse of
Hés nenanabandba; in the other cases
tead from the beginning a sympathetic
appreciation of the ways of sadbus
and, thenefore, were able to throow
examining all these cases, 7 propose
n the light of the testimony of a
e and arndent devstee with trained
neadson and the testimony of a true and
andent devolee with tracned neason and
pleclososticcal tunn of wmind, to shoc

that appearances are deceptive, and
without cnsight, the nealily or the truth
Fast cannol be gnasped or appreciated,
for ¢t o covened by the vell of maya.

G- G. Nanke. Professon of

about Sac Baba,’ zemméo,mde
by Him openly wawld be treated ac
was lighty ergpiic full of symbology,
parable, allegory and metaplior.
Litenal cuterpretations of them woeld
would then conclude that Baba was
a worldly man amonget worldly men,
and a very avaricionds man al that.
Por cwstance, a man came to Baba
and watched Fim forn a time, and 7
of Baba. ﬂ‘awmm, ‘7 wever
disappointed. 7éwmmdcdmtémw
that ‘Pacsa’ — money was ased by
Baba to denste 'Punya’ or menit, uery
A Bralimin went to Wal
Matianaj and censarned Sai Baba for
wsing foul language. Fe sacd that le
wisited Sac Baba and was sitting on
a step of the Masjid, when lie lieard
Sac Baba abuwsing in the cloicest
wornds a woman who approacted the

®
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sabliamandap and steod at gate.
Wale Matianaj asked the Bratmin
whether e wnderstood the ways of
sadbius! Then lic tald lim that in the
very atbuses wed by Sac Baba, He
tad granted the woman the boon slie
dought. He added that the woman lbad
approacted Baba with the desine for a
clild, MWWMW and

expenience thud : ,
my ealy wisit, Sac Baba was in a
towening passion. He Jumed, carved
and tneatended for wo uisible canse. 7
doubted of He was a madman. That
was a passing thought. The Aarnatc
was completed in the woual way. Jn
the aftennoon (of that day), 7 weut
He stnabed my tead and said, '] am
wot mad.’ ‘Lo! — He o seecng my
He i my, Autarnyami — the cnner soul
Stankarnas Gavankar, a clenk in
the count of the sub-judge at Bassein
tiad tearnd friglitfel neponts about Sac
Baba's ways. Tuwspite of these advense
neports, lhe uisited Sac Baba in the
company of Lala Laktimichand.
te found Sac Baba abusing all thase
panicked and Yled down the steps.
Stiankarrao stesd lcs ground for tuwe
minates and approacted Baba boldly,
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bt was ordered out. So Stankarao
and Lablimichand went and sat by
the cutention wot Lo g0 again o the
Masjid wanless sent for. Theon patience
was rnewarded for within tuwo winutes,
Sac Baba sent for them and nececved
them condially. Yet Stankarraa

was wot convinced. ‘He thought to
timsety, ‘Y Baba was a satpurwst,
why should Fe abuse, get angry,

and othenwise belbave cn a tamasic
manner? What good can this do to the
workd?" Notwithotanding tics dowubts
Stankarnao desplayed abandant
and powens to lim and Sthankarriac
netunned singing fraises of Sai Baba.
Stinde cw 1904 when Stindc was an
of Babul trees and thorny bustes and
lnabs on it outehints. He came to
Stinde niding a liowe which was wild
and wayword. He dismounted. Let ws
woow lear lis expercence from lis o
mouth : “The noad was a thoreugbfare
and as the beast was capricious, 7
wanted to avoid a mishap. So 7
factened the towe to a Babul tree
and tied lis back legs to another tree.
While 7 was thaes engaged, an elderly
fakorn with a tumbler in land was
noaming wear by. 7 acked tiim, ‘7
lear that there & a sadtu cnbiabiting
wme to liim?’ The jakon wttened an
anmentionable eath. 7 thought to
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mysely, “Why sliscld lie nepply to me
thuos when 7 spobe to liim counteowsly?
7 was pained and wondered why
Quct a lag could wot speak i a

ccudl manner. Then 7 came cuto the
ullage. On entening the uillage, 7
woticed a thut opposite the Mlasjcd
whene there o wow a sabliamandap
and a gate.” Uddbavest met the old
about the sadlin s wheneabouts and lics
appeanance. The descniption that the
old woman gave seemed to tally with
i the Babul fonest. Aften waiting for
guite some time for the faken to rneturn,
when te did wot turw wp, Uddbavess
decided to leave, and as le walled
out of the uillage to collect lics tionse
what a strange sight te witnessed!
tonse. He liad insented one liand cuto
e tonse's mouth and with the otfen
beast, wtile scmaltaneionsly mumbling
dometling to the animal. Uddbiavessi
dliouted from some distance o the
faken to beware of the wicked beast.
Ttie faken paid no lieed and continued
and bowed at the Jakn's feet, and
acked tim, “When and lisw sbiall 7
wmeet the Moskstia~guna?” The Jakin
UWhen did you come? 7 am only a
feve years Now you may depart.Don't
forget to fast to-day.” Then they both
netuned to the Masjid and Baba gave
the talf of a cacoanut offened to Fim
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by another devatee to Uddbavess as
pravad and remarnked, “Well, thow can
galp? Se we will see after five yeans.
Amen!” Uddlbiavess saluted licm and
of time the Glessing bore fruct and
Uddbiavesss annavelled the mystery.
Blistima, the author of Stnc Sac
Sagunopasana reconds that when
Baba with a baton in lband wsed to
nutwn to the Masiid from the chavadc
eveny alternate day, e wsed to
cmprecate canves and abuses, but every
cw soft, but clear andenstones, ‘rtllat
will Uless you.” Sa Bhishma concluded
that Baba's anger was a mene shaw or
make-belceve, but Hes liearnt was Jull
of peace and compassion.

Rliata Spinning and Weaving
Weitls Ltd., Bombay, wha came ta
be a devotee of Sac Baba in coure

of time falle cnto a different class.
He was brought wp in the traditions
of a Pranthana Samajist jamily
education. Prarthana Samaj was a
Samaj of Caleutta, and was founded
Ranade, S Narayan Clandavarbar
and othens. 7o suct Tarktiad

cee toowr Sac Baba dealt with a penson

®
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of this type! Tarkliad s expercence co
oot cnstructive and o necornded in s
own wornds thus :

“Tte ancter bad Stnc Sac's
danshian an 6% September, 1970
and felt lappy. Even ¢o, le liad a
lengening doubt. Fe liad lieard reporte
from othens that Stnc Sac Baba
abused cn foul language, and even
nesonted to beating, to which le could
wat be neconciled. That a Satpuracsh
wmind that, o ever Sac Baba wsed bad
wornds, whether they wene addressed to
i 0r anyone else, or ¢ ke witnessed
Sac Baba litting any one, in lis own
precence, le would, that very moment,
leave Stnde, wever ta neturn. While
the aniter o penning this artice, ke co
ouerncome with emolion and tearns well
ap in his eyes, and le o not able to
praceed. Blessed co Mlother Sac! The
wniter bad visited Stndc a namber
of times and sat at the feet of the
Mastern. But wever once did Sac wtter
any bad word or hit anyone while te
and love for the deuotee!”

7 tiave wot found any attempt by
a devotee other than the late Swami
Sacstanan rnand to think out
bogically and explacin every action of
Sac Baba. Saitaran r¥nand believed
that the Ningun lias to become Sagun
or the bsolute bias to incarnate for
the sake of the devotees or the cgnorant
maltctude., When the Absolute assumes
a form or a bady, every action of suct
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a peron & charged with siguificance
for the devotees, Hes speech:, touct,

and netining o the chavadi every
alternate wight, thus -

Baba always spole the truth. His
Speect was aluways precise and every
dentence there oe was addressed o one

Tte torent of FHio abuses and
execralions was alse wot meancngleds.
Baba's words neferred wswally to the
activity of the subtle or astral body
and wot to the actiucly on the §0dd
lewel. When He abused anyone's
mother, the abuse nefeed not to lim,
bt to the mother symbolising lack of
about the divine mystery. Semetimes
Baba s abuses were wot addressed o

that cn such cases, they were addressed
2o the entity (demon or friend) cutent
was wot uisible to the naked eyes of
an ordinany liumanbeing, but clearly

Baba's toucth was experienced
by devotees when Fe gave Udc on
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allowed them to touch His feet o
prece Hio lege, Even liene, He did
wol touct on allow everyome to Lowuck,
cn the same way. When He desired
to cwstnuct anyone, He allowed the
devatee, to touch according to lis dacith
objected. When He wanted to cnstruct
the wife of the Fon'ble Wr. G. S.

Kéaﬁaadewdoma{%emm

the Masjicd cn the aftennoon, He not
ouly penmitted ler to come upp and
(effening) browugtit by tien, but stretctied
out ‘Hes legs Jor lien to press and
W@W@MW

Wasicd and weshed ta towch Sac
Baba's feet, Baba drew cn His lege.
Thws Fe neminded the devotee that lico
was an eviorn. r¥nd wlhen the devatee
Sac Baba made lim sct by FHes side
and otneteted out Fio legs. gacn,

of a devotee while pressing Baba s
and avked lim to withdnaw. Laten
when the devotee mentally nepented,
Baba allowed licon to nesume with the
Cliarnanseva. So muct about the touch.
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Towcting alsa cncludes the action

of beating. Varnied experiences of
deaatewmeémzdmtéw“mc&m

Some say that theon specific affliction
benefit as a nesult theneof. T2 co

V. 9) “Rucctina boponi jyasi mare,

to pave Bratimasakstatbari” that the
attaiuns rnealigation. Thernefore, Baba's

5 a- z 3 ‘- -g g’m agnc
¢, Baba would pointedly look at lim.
Scmilartly, z{c&yaadtéwyétmmed

Baba s living in the Mlasicd,
Hes visits to Lende tuice eveny day,
and every allernate wight to the
chavadi, were alda with a purpose.

Fio nesidence in Duwarkamai of
Fakin's Masjcd suggested that man
WWWWW-
-mmzéeécgémma{?fww

Geeta, V79, 27)

@
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Now what business co transacted
n the chavdi? o abserved cu
were 295 of clhapter XAUV7 of
Duyanestwane, Tarc vishwa lia

by the Vedas.” From thes, it wawld
be true, to say that Baba, Wha was
Absalute cncarnate, lield His count
and decided what was true and what
the devatees compelled by Baba ta
wndentale this tack and Baba, cut

Tz co posscble that this uiew may
wol appeal to one who does wot believe
¢ cucarnalion of the rbsolute. To
licme, lie meant to suggest that judl
as Baba Fimoel went ta the clavdi
eveny altenwate day, the latter too
sliscld netre o the clhavde of His subtle
bady and decide the truth for “Fimaeely
acconding to what o stated in Vedas.
Ao Baba did wot go to the clhavdi
daily, e appealed to thase who
of becng cn a stale of distressing
penplexity bonn out of painful
Shaald resont to the abade beyond the
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Ttinkoing about Lende, while
desenibing an cguornant man a
Satpanach bas wsed the word Lends

- "Lendiye aala londta” -
meaning a lbuge and impetuswly
proceeding mass of water bas come
2o the Lende stream. The Bratima
of o devotees c.e. assumed varnied
forme of cgnonance. The wise say
that leads to dankwness and the other
that leads to Light. Baba Who
tad transcended both cgnorance and
kunowledge accepted the iguorance
leading to Light (Lends), ¢ only as
an example to the bhaktas. But, te
weuer duell there, thus linting that
Hio abade was in the Supreme,
beyond darkuess and Light. To the
Vedantin, it was suggested that there
Swpreme.

Sacstiaran Hnand came to the
Baba liad no desines or needs and
of the devotees. That o why as the
prince among devotees saint Telscdas
oboerves “Blhaktan be baj Prablin
Sagandliare” God becomes cucarnate
for the sake of o devotees.

- U B. Rher
Octaber 1985 cosue of Stne Sac Leela

Q00
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Astrologers make their presence felt
In Shri Sal Satcharita...

O Sai! | always take refuge in Your
house - Dwarkamai. Your abode is the safest
sanctuary for me. | always feel protected
once, | take asylum here, and make parayan
of Shri Sai Satcharita, surrendering my ego
at Your lotus feet.

O my Sadguru Sai! Astrologers and
astrological references appear in literature
in the works of poets such as Dante
Alighieri and Geoffrey Chaucer, and of
playwrights, such as Christopher Marlowe
and William Shakespeare. Throughout most
of its history, astrology was considered a
scholarly tradition.

It is interesting to note that a large . SHRI ""“”":q:fﬁrfll ARITRA! §
number of astrologers make their presence : '

felt in Shri Sai Satcharita.

The purpose of writing this piece is
not in the least to assess the accuracies
or inaccuracies of the predictions made by
these astrologers. But, this article simply
aims at broadly identifying and counting
such astrologers that surface on the few
pages of some of the chapters of Shri
Sai Satcharita. It is yet another matter - if
Baba’'s leelas, in the process, shake my
body and mind to their very foundation, |
may lose track like a lost sheep from my

SHRISAIBABA SANSTHAN TRUST, SHIRDI

chosen topic, and take the divine road and
dissolve myself into Sai consciousness.
Consequently, the soul of the topic may
then sink into complete oblivion, and | may
jump singing His glories, i.e. the wonders of
my Master .
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An orthodox Agnihotri Brahmin of
Nashik, by the name Pralhad Mule Shastri,
who had studied the six shastras and was
well-versed in astrology and palmistry,
once came to Shirdi. He went to have
Baba’'s darshan in Dwarkamai-Masijid.
(Shri Sai Satcharita, chapter 12) He was
astounded to see Baba’s feet. He noticed
that the lines on His feet had the ‘dhwaj
vajra’ (thunder bolt) and ‘ankush’ (goad)
symbols. Somnath Shankar Deshpande
(son of Nanasaheb Nimonkar) testified that
Mule Shastri clearly saw ‘matsya’ (fish) and
‘dhanush’ (bow) markings on Baba’s foot
prints. - Devotees’ Experiences of Shri Sai
Baba by B. V. Narasimha Swami

These were not just markings or
lines, but an indication that Baba was an
‘Avatar’. Overwhelmed by what he noticed
on His feet, Mule Shastri then got quite
keen to read Baba's palm. Baba refused
his request outright as He Himself knew His
own palm, and didn’t want to feel bound by
what astrologers and palmists predicted.
Nay, Sai has us all in the palm of His hands!

- God Has You In The Palm Of His
Hands. Isaiah 49:46

| now narrate another instance :-

Bandra also known as Vandre is an
upscale coastal suburb located in Mumbai,
India. The suburbislocatedto the immediate
north of the Mithi river. There lived in Bandra
a Tendulkar family- Mr. Raghunathrao,
his wife Mrs. Savitribai and their children.
This whole family was ardently devoted
to Sai Baba. Mrs. Savitribai Tendulkar
has published a Marathi book named
Shri Sainath Bhajan Mala, containing
800 abhangas and padas, describing the
leelas of Baba. Babu - the eldest son of the
Tendulkars - was aspiring to be a doctor.
On the one hand, he was struggling to stay
focused on his studies wholeheartedly;
however, on the other, he consulted some
astrologers. Their astrological prediction,
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on examining his horoscope, was that the
stars were not favorable that year; but,
the astrologers assured that his second
attempt would be successful. This cast a
gloom over him and made him restless. A
few days after the astrologers’ prediction,
Babu’s mother Mrs. Savitribai Tendulkar
went to Shirdi and took Baba’s darshan.
Amongst other things, she revealed the
gloomy and depressed condition of her
son, who was to appear for the examination
in a few days. Hearing this Baba said to
her, “Tell your son to have absolute faith
in me; tell him to throw aside horoscopes
and predictions of astrologers and palmists
and keep continuing his preparations for
the examination. Let him appear for the
examination with a calm mind; he is sure to
pass this year. Ask him to trust in me and
not to get disappointed.” This was Baba’s
message for Babu. The mother returned
home and communicated that message to
her son. Then, Babu studied hard and in
due course appeared for the examination;
and, got through the examination that very
year successfully by Baba’s grace, though
the stars were against him. - Shri Sai
Satcharita, chapter 29.

Now, | touch on the story of
Nanasaheb Dengle, the great astrologer.
He was a resident of Nimgaon Nighoj and
an ardent devotee of Sai Baba. He loved
Baba intensely and Baba would often go
to his home in Nimgaon Nighoj, just a mile
away from Shirdi.

To make the plot move forward, it
is necessary to make a brief mention of
Bapusaheb Buti.

Bapusaheb Buti was a millionaire
from Nagpur and was a great devotee of
Sai Baba. He was brought to Sai Baba
fold by Shri S. B. Dhumal in the year 1910.
He came along with his family and stayed
in Shirdi permanently to serve Baba. The
Samadhi Mandir, in Shirdi, was constructed
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under the patronage of Bapusaheb Buti.

DEVOTEES' EXFERIENCES
OF SRl SAl BABA

FPARTS 1 Il & N

L
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| RrallhadiMuleShastri F

September-October 2022

Once, Nanasaheb Dengle, the
astrologer, told Buti, “Today is the most
inauspicious day for you. But, have courage
in your heart and be very alert”. Having
a sense of impending danger, Butisaheb
started feeling nervous, restless and tense.
The day seemed very long to Buti. Later
at the usual time Buti went to the Masjid
along with Nanasaheb and other devotees
and sat in front of Baba. Immediately Sai
guestioned Buti, “What does this Nana say
to you? Did he say, your time is not good
today and that you will be killed?” Later, in
the evening, when Bapusaheb Buti went for
nature’s call, a snake had crept in there at
that time. Seeing that terrible obstruction,
Bapusaheb came out at once. His servant
thought that he would kill the snake with
a stone. But, as he was about to pick up
a stone, Bapusaheb stopped him saying
“Go and fetch a stick instead”. Even as the
servant went for the stick, the snake began
to climb on the wall, lost its balance and
fell down and went through a hole. Buti
remembered Sai's words and marveled
at His way of averting the danger, both to
himself and the snake. - Shri Sai Satcharita,
chapter 22

“In the darbar of Shri Sai, many
personalities appear and play their part;
astrologers come and give out their
predictions...” - Shri Sai Satcharita, chapter
32

Once, a famous astrologer came to
Shirdi and stayed there for a month. (Shri
Sai Satcharita, chapter 30) Behind this
seemingly all of a sudden arrival of the
astrologer at Shirdi was a definite divine
design of Sai Baba, which is as follows :-

The Saptashrungi Devi temple,
situated at a distance of 60 k.m. from
Nashik in West Indian state of Maharashtra
in India, is a site of Hindu pilgrimage in
Vani. This temple forms an important part
of the ‘three and a half Shakti Peethas’



|
Mrs. Savitribai Tendulkar

of Maharashtra. The temple is also one
among the 51 ‘Shakti Peethas’ located
on the Indian subcontinent. The temple is
positioned at 4659 feet above sea level. The
Saptashrungi temple is a two storied shrine
with the Devi enshrined in the top floor.
The goddess idol is said to be swayambhu
(self-manifested) which was carved on a
rock on the sheer face of a mountain. She
is surrounded by seven (sapta - in Sanskrit)
peaks (shrunga - in Sanskrit); hence the
name - Saptashrungi Mata (mother of the
seven peaks). The image of Devi is huge
- about 10 feet tall with 18 hands, holding
various weapons. The idol is always
coated with sindoor (vermilion). The Devi
is decorated with high crown, a silver
nose-ring and necklaces. The Devi is also
called as Mahishasur Mardini. A story in
this connection is that demon Mahishasur
was creating problem for Markandeya
Rishi. Markandeya had made a holy fire to
eliminate him. The Goddess emerged with
9 pairs of arms holding different weapons
from the holy fire and eliminated the demon.
Hence, the name - Mahishasur Mardini,
meaning the one who slayed Mahishasur.

There lived, in Vani, a man named
Kakaji Appaji Vaidya. He was the chief
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priest of the Saptashrungi Devi temple.
Once, he faced with immeasurable odds in
his life. His heart felt broken; and he started
staying sad, depressed, and discouraged.
Consequently, he became quite restless
and lost peace of mind. Under such
circumstances, one evening he went into
the temple of the Goddess Saptashrungi
and prayed unto Her from the bottom of his
heart - “Heavenly Mother, please heal my

’ T.a"‘. o / " i
Bapusahe‘l{J#BJlljy/ B
heart and fill me with joy again.” Kakaji Appaji
Vaidya invoked the Devi’s aid thus - “Restore
unto me the joy of my life, Mother. Uphold
me with Your generous spirit. Strengthen
and help me, Mother. Put the bounce back
in my step, the smile back on my face,
and the dance back in my feet.” Genuine
prayer often reveals a person’s innermost
being. The priest succeeded in pleasing the
Goddess Saptashrungi with his devotion.
The Goddess appeared in the priest’s
dream the same night and said to him, “You
go to Baba, and then your mind will become
calm and composed”. Kakaji was anxious
to know from Her who that Baba was, but
before he could get any introduction of the
‘Baba’, he suddenly awakened from his
sleep. Then, he began to think as to who
might be that Baba, to whom the Goddess

@
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days. During this period, he bathed early
in the morning, chanted the ‘Rudra’ hymns,
did the ‘Abhishekam’ (pouring unceasingly
fresh cold water over the Pindi) and did
other religious rites; but with all that, he was
had asked him to go to. After doing some  as restless as before. Then he returned to
hard thinking, he concluded that this Baba his place and again invoked the Goddess
might be ‘Tryambakeshwar’ (Lord Shiva). most pitifully. That night the Devi again
So he went to the holy place ‘Tryambak’ appeared in his dream and said, “Why did
(Nashik district) and stayed there for ten  you go to Tryambakeshwar in vain? Baba,
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who | referred you to, is actually Sai Baba
of Shirdi.”

The question before Kakaji now was,
how and when to go to Shirdi and how to
have Baba’s darshan.

Picking up the threads of the above
unfinished story of the famous astrologer
who came to Shirdi and stayed there for
a month, let’s return to discuss the details
of the exact sequence of Baba’s plan,
treasured in the astrologer’s visit,

Taking twist and turn, the story sets an
embedded narrative (a story within a story).

The astrologer who came to Shirdi
and stayed there for a month, was famous
for his predictions. His predictions, in the
case of Bapusaheb Buti and others, came
true and everybody was satisfied. Shama’s
younger brother Bapaji consulted him and
was told that his mother’'s vows, which
his elder brother promised to fulfill at her
death-bed, still remained unfulfilled; hence
the Goddess was displeased with them and
bringing troubles on them. Bapaji told this
to his brother Shama who then recapped
the unfulfilled vows.

The unfulfiled vows

immediately
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K@kali/ADRa);
struck Shama thus :-

Once, Shama fell severely sick, when
he was just a little young boy. His mother
made a sacred promise to her family
Goddess Saptashrungi Devi at Vani, that
if the son got well, she would bring and
dedicate him at her feet.

Then after some years Shama’s
mother herself suffered a lot of depression
from a fungal infection (tinea corporis)
on her breasts. At that time, she again
made another vow to her Deity that if she
got alright, she would offer Her two silver
breasts.

Many years passed, but the vows
still remained unfulfilled. Finally, when
the mother was very close to dying, she
summoned her son Shama to draw his
attention to the vows. And, after taking a
promise from him that he would fulfill them,
she breathed her last.

[‘Procrastination is the thief of time’
- is an old adage coined by the English



il T L IF i BT

writer Edward Young in his 10,000-line long
poem entitled, The Complaint : or, Night
-Thoughts on Life, Death, and Immortality,
better known simply as Night-Thoughts.
It was published in nine parts (or ‘nights’)
between 1742 and 1745, and was illustrated
with notable engravings by William Blake.]

The above saying denotes that
procrastinating -  postponing  things
unnecessarily - causes people to waste
a lot of their time. This saying is meant to
encourage people to take action in a timely
manner, instead of delaying.

Oh! After some time, Shama quite
forgot about these vows, and thus 30 years
elapsed.

As has already been repeated eatrlier,
a famous astrologer had come to Shirdi
and stayed there for a month. His visit
exactly supposed to carry out the definite
divine design of Sai Baba. Sai purely used
the astrologer’'s mouth to remind Shama
(through his younger brother Bapaji) of his
forgotten promise that he had made to his
dying mother some three decades ago.

Thinking that any further delay would
be dangerous, Shama called a goldsmith
and got a pair of silver breast prepared.
Then he went to the Masjid, prostrated
himself before Baba and, placing before
Him the twin silver breasts, requested Him to
accept them and free him from the vows as
He was to him his Saptashrungi Goddess.
Baba insisted upon him to go himself to the
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SaiBaba :

o S

temple of Saptashrungi at Vani and offer
them in person at the feet of the Goddess.
Thus, after taking Baba’'s permission and
Udi, he left for Vani and searching for the
priest came to Kakaji's house.

Kakaji was then very anxious to
visit Shirdi, and Shama went there to see
him at that very time. What a wonderful
coincidence it looked! But, no! It was not just
an accidental event. It was, in fact the great
arrangement of Baba that He made it a win-
win situation. The divine design of Baba
was to achieve two things by doing a single
action - the first was to remind Shama of




Seip] SEVLERS

his forgotten vows, and the second was to
arrange comfortable visit of Kakaji to Shirdi.

On learning that Shama came from
Shirdi, Kakaji at once embraced him. So
overwhelmed was he with love! Then they
talked about Sai-leelas; and after finishing
the rites of Shama’s vows, they both started
for Shirdi. On reaching Shirdi, Kakaji went
to the Masjid, and fell at Baba’s feet. His
eyes were soon bedewed with tears, and
his mind attained calmness. No sooner
did he see Baba than his mind lost all its
restlessness and it became calm and
composed. He lived happily there for twelve
days, and after taking Baba’s leave, Udi
and blessings returned home.

Prostrating at the lotus feet of Sai, |
now narrate another story which illustrates
as to how Baba converted one of His
devotees into a successful astrologer. - Shri
Sai Satcharita, chapter 26

One, Gopal Narayan Ambadekar of
Poona was a devotee of Baba. He served
in the Abkari (Excise) department in Jawhar
state for over a decade. Jawhar state was
a princely state in India. As a princely state,
it became a part of Bombay Presidency
during the British Raj. It was the only state
belonging to the Thana Agency. After
retirement, he made attempt after attempt to
get re-employment, but failed. As the saying
goes - misfortunes never come singly,
Gopal Narayan Ambadekar suffered from
bad things, events, situations, outcomes,
etc. for almost seven years. All these
disasters virtually arrived in groups of two
or more all at once or in quick succession.
Consequently, he increased the frequency
of his visits to Shirdi. But, when his feelings
of hopelessness and despair became
unbearable in the year 1916, they acted
as precipitating processes and he decided
to kill himself by suicide in Shirdi. So he
came there with his wife and stayed for two
months. One night while sitting in a bullock

September-October 2022

i THE
COMPLAINT:
o

FLight=Thouaghts

LIFE; DEATH, & IMMORTALITY.

e v svam, B scwew --I-* ST

 LONDON,
[ Teatpd &5 B Pavanrs, o Teanos llal » Fao Alad)

il bl By ML G v i by i Mwsnglr Bow. TT4 )
Irl-l 'u_.hl._.f.ul Hllqllll.l

cart in front of the Dixit wada, he resolved
to end his life by throwing himself into a
well close by. Human beings can make any
plans they want, but it's God that decides
their success or failure.

He proposed to do one way, but Baba
wished to do something else. A few paces
from this place, there was a hotel and its
proprietor Sagun Meru Naik, a devotee of
Baba, came out and stopped him thus - “Did
you ever read this Akkalkotkar Maharaj's
life?” Ambadekar took that book from
Sagun and began to read it. Ambadekar
came across a story which was to this
effect : During the life time of Akkalkotkar
Maharaj, certain devotee suffered very
much from an incurable disease and when
he could endure the agony and pain no
longer, be became desperate and to end
his miseries threw himself one night into a
well. Immediately the Maharaj came there
and took him out with his own hands and
advised him thus : “You must enjoy the
fruit - good or bad - of your past actions;
if the enjoyment be incomplete, suicide
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won't help you. You have to take another deeds and be done with it once and for all?”
birth and suffer again; so instead of killing Reading this fitting and apt story,
yourself, why not suffer for some time and ~ Ambadekar was much surprised, and
finish up your store of the fruit of your past moved. Had he not got Baba’s hint

through the story, he would have lost his
life. On seeing Baba’s all-pervasiveness
and benevolence, his faith in Him was
confirmed, and he became His staunch
devotee. He then got Sai Baba’s blessings
and his prospects began to improve. He
studied astrology and gained proficiency
in it and thereby improved his lot. He was
able to earn just enough money to afford
the necessities and with the sweet amazing
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grace of Sai passed his later life in affluence
and comfort.

Thus, Baba converted Gopal Narayan
Ambadekar into a gifted astrologer.

Devotees of Sai Baba are well aware
that a mention of Damodar Savalaram
Rasane (Damuanna) was made in the 6™
chapter of Shri Sai Satcharita, regarding
the celebration of Ram Navami festival
in Shirdi. Damu went to Shirdi about the

year 1895, when the Ram Navami festival
celebration began and from that time he
had been providing an ornamental flag for

T
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that occasion every year. He also fed the
poor and the fakirs that came there for
the festival. He was a very humble man
and began as a poor bangle seller. All his
transactions yielded good profit and he
soon grew rich. He had everything to make
life happy. Damuanna had three wives.
But, he had no issue. He consulted many
astrologers and himself studied astrology to
some extent and found that as there was an
inauspicious planet in his horoscope, there
was no prospect of any issue to him in this
life. But, he had great faith in Baba, and
left for Shirdi to seek Baba’s blessings for
an issue. But, prior to his arrival at Shirdi,
a parcel of about 300 good mangoes was
received at Shirdi. It was sent from Goa by
one mamlatdar, named Rale to Sai Baba.
When it was opened, all the mangoes were
found to be in a good condition. They were
distributed amongst devotees, and only four
were retained. Baba said, “These four fruits
are for Damuanna.” (Shri Sai Satcharita,
chapter 25) As soon as Damu came, Baba
gave him those four mangoes, with the
instruction, “Do not eat yourself, but give
them to your second wife. This amra-leela
(mango miracle of 4 mangoes) will give her
four sons and four daughters.” This was
done and ultimately in due course it was
found that Baba’s words turned out to be
true and not those of the astrologers.

Before wrapping up this article, | would
like to make a special mention of a gifted
soul - Laxman Mama Joshi. He was the
Shirdi village priest and astrologer. Mention
is made of him in the Shri Sai Satcharita,
chapters 43-44. He was the maternal uncle
of Shama. He daily worshipped Baba first in
the morning.

After breathing His last, Sai appeared
to Laxman Mama Joshi in his dream and
drawing him by His hand said, “Get up soon;
Bapusaheb thinks that | am dead, and so
he won’t come; you do the worship and the
Kakad (morning) Aarati!” Lakshman Mama
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Joshi had full faith in Baba. After the vision,
he came with all the pooja materials, and
remaining unmindful of all the protests by
the moulvis, performed the pooja and the
Kakad Aarati with all due formalities :-

...Utha utha Sri Sainath guru charan
kamal dawa

Aadhi vyadhi bhavtap varuni tara
jadjiva...

this Aarati!

Let us wave Aarati to Baba. O Babal!
Give us - thy servant devotees - shelter at
the dust of Thy feet. Let us sing Sai Baba’s
Aarati.

— Dr. Subodh Agarwal

‘Shirdi Sai Dham’,

29, Tilak Road, Dehra Dun - 248 001,
Uttarakhand.

Mobile : (0)9897202810
E-mail : subodhagarwal27@gmail.com

O Sai devotees! Come and let us join
Q00O
Sal says “Even when | pass away,
believe in my words. From my tomb my
bones will give you assurance. Not only I,
but my tomb would be speaking, moving
and communicating with those who
surrender themselves whole heartedly to
me. Do not worry that | shall be hidden
from your eyes. You will here my bones
speak and discuss your welfare. Always
y remember me only. Believe in me heart and
soul. Pray without selfish motives and you
will attain your welfare.”
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. & Shirdi News
- % Public Relations Office
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi
- Translated from Marathi into English by
Vishwarath Nayar
E-mail : vishwarathnayar@gmail.com

Smt. Bhagyashree Banayat Chief Executive Offlcer Shr| Rrahul Kanal Adv. Suhas Aher,
Shri Avinash Dandwate, Shri Sachin Gujar, Shri Jaywantrao Jadhav, Shri Mahendra
Shelke, Dr. Eknath Gondkar, Shri Sunil Shelke and Shri Sachin Kote, then Trustees,
were present on the occasion.

[}
Leglslator Shri Aditya! Thackeray Pres‘!deﬁt of fYuva Senarbeing felicitated on behalf
offthe Sansthan after’ avalllngme Darshan of ithe Samadh| of Shri Sai Baba by Adv.
d agdlsh Sawant then Vice Chairman of the Sansthan, Smt. Bhagyashree Banayat, Chief,
Egeéﬁtlve‘@fﬂcer Shri Rrahul‘,‘;ﬁanal Adv. Suhas-vAher‘l.Shrl Avinash Dandwate, Shri
Sachm:GularnShrl Jaywantrao Jadhav‘ShrliMa: hendra Shelke, Dr. Eknath Gondkar, Shri

12
SuniliShelke and Shri Sachin'Kote, theng:l'rustees and other dignitaries. /
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crown weighing 707 gms. worth Rs. 33,05,225/- and embedded with American diamonds
weighing 35 gms. to the Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, as a fulfillment of his wife’s wish. Smt.
Bhagyashree Banayat, Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan, receiving the donated
golden crown...

Tricolour at Every Home...
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The Government of India’s Information
and Broadcasting  Ministry, Central
Communication  Bureau, = Ahmednagar
region and Shri Sai Baba Sansthan’s Shri
Sai Baba Junior and Senior College, Shirdi
had jointly organised the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
rally under the Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav.

This rally was organised under the
‘Tricolour at every home’ activity on Monday,
July 25, 2022, to recollect the glorious
history in the background of the completion
of 75 years of India’s Independence, with
the objective of keeping the memory of
the freedom struggle alive in people’s
mind, so that they remember the various,
revolutionary events during the freedom
struggle and to retain permanently the bright
emotions of patriotism among the people.
Students participated in the rally on the
occasion attired as Bhagat Singh, Rajguru,
Chandrashekhar Azad, Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar, Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit
Nehru, Lokmanya Tilak, Maulana Azad and
Bharatmata. The rally was flagged off by
Smt. Bhagyashree Banayat, Chief Executive
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Officer of the Sansthan.On the conclu3|on of
the rally, the students prepared the formation
of the number 75 to mark the completion of
75 years of Independence and displaying
that (formation) came to the college and
dispersed the rally. Students participated in
therally inlarge numbers. Smt. Bhagyashree
Banayat, Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan, addressed the students and the
employees and gave them her best wishes,
at the inauguration of the rally.

Shri Madhav Jaibhaye of the Central
Communication Bureau, Shri P. Shivkumar,
Principal ShriVikas Shivgaje, ShriGangadhar
Varghude, allteachers and non-teaching staff
and students were present in large numbers
on the occasion. Along with Prof. Mubin
Shaikh, Officer of the cultural programmes
of the college, National Service Scheme,
Cultural department, Sports department, as
also professors and non-teaching staff put
in efforts for the successful conduct of this
rally. Eats were distributed to the students
after the rally.

Informing about the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
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rally under the Amrut Mahotsav of Indian
Independence, Principal Shri Vikas Shivgaje
stated that as per the Government’s
order, all professors, non-teaching staff
giving the tricolour to four citizens in their
neighbourhood and following all norms will
try to see that they hoist the national flag

JDays Phoie

A three-days exhibition of photographs

throwing light on the prominent events of

India’s freedom movement was held from
Tuesday, July 26 to Thursday, July 28, 2022

(Centenary) Mandap spanning 16 gunthas
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at their home. Also, students of the college
will go to every home and create awareness
about this among the citizens.

Prof. Vandana Jharekar anchored
the programme and Prof. Mubin Shaikh,
Cultural Programmes Officer proposed the
vote of thanks.

O org
Exhiitien
to mark the 75 years of Indian Independence

grand festival (Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav)
in the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Shatabdi

=
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of space beside the Hanuman temple. Officer of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan.

This exhibition was inaugur_ated by Sr_nt. Shri Nikhil Deshmukh, Deputy Director,
Bhagyashree Banayat, Chief Executive  central Communication Bureau, Pune, Shri
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Umesh Ujgare, Assistant Director Mumbai
Publication division, Shri Kakasaheb
Doiphode, Chief Officer of Shirdi Municipal
Council, Shri Madhav Jaibhaye, Regional
Publicity Officer of Central Communication
Bureau, Ahmednagar, Shri P. Kumar,
Assistant Regional Publicity Officer, Shri
Devendra Hirnaik, Regional Publicity
Assistant, Shri Suresh Patil, Information
Officer and Shri Sushant Ghodke, Founder
of Suryatej and Cleanliness Ambassador,
Shri Dilip Ugale, Administrative Officer of
Shri Sai Baba Sansthan and Head of all
departments and employees were present
at the inaugural function of this photo
exhibition, jointly organised by the Central
Communication Bureau in Ahmednagar of
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
and Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi.
Shri Rahul Jadhav, Deputy Chief Executive
Officer of Shri Sai Baba Sansthan, Shri
Kundan Hire, Tehsildar of Rahata and
Shri Samarth Shewale paid a visit to this
exhibition.

Important events-turn of events of
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the Indian freedom struggle history were
exhibited in pictures at this exhibition. In this,
the life portrayal and information about the
great freedom fighters in the Indian freedom
struggle from 1857 to 1947 were presented.
A book exhibition and sale stall was kept
by the Information and Broadcasting
Ministry’s publication department at the
exhibition spot. Books in Marathi, Hindi and
English languages on the success saga of
the Indian freedom struggle, arts, culture,
legacy, science and sports and other various
subjects were kept for sale at a concessional
rate. Also, patriotic songs and cultural
programmes of ‘powadas’ were presented by
Shahir Hamid Sayyad and artists. Similarly,
a signature campaign was implemented for
the Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav. The ‘Tri-colour
Selfie Booth’ became the attraction of Sai
devotees and citizens visiting the exhibition.

This photo exhibition was kept free
of cost for the elderly from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Prominent events of the Indian freedom
movement were brought to light and Sai
devotees and citizens thronged in large
numbers to see this photo exhibition.

©©)e)

Parayan Function of Shri Sai Satcharita...

At the ‘Shri Sai Satcharita Parayan’
(reading) function, jointly organized by Shri
Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi, Natya Rasik
Sanch, Shirdi and villagers of Shirdi from
Friday, July 29 to Saturday, August 6, 2022,
at the Shri Saiashram (1000 rooms building)
various religious and cultural programmes
were organized. This function culminated in
an air of piety.

Informing about this, Smt. Bhagyashree
Banayat, Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan, stated that the ‘Shri Sai Satcharita
Parayan’ function is jointly organized by Shri
Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi, Natya Rasik
Sanch, Shirdi and villagers of Shirdi every
year to mark the month of Shravan. But,
last two years ago in 2020 the coronavirus
caused havoc throughtout the country

and the world. Due to the grave crisis of
the coronavirus, the Central and State
governments had imposed a lockdown. In
this, it was ordered to avoid and refrain from
crowding at religious and social places. In
that background it was decided to keep the
Shri Sai aba Samadhi Mandir closed from
March 17, 2020. However, taking note of
the tradition of Shri Sai Satcharita Parayan
function, in the two years the Shri Sai
Satcharita Parayan function was celebrated
twice virtually. But, this year the spread of the
coronavirus having reduced considerably,
due to the corona regulations being relaxed
by the State government, this year’s Shri Sai
Satcharita Parayan function was celebrated
in the presence of thousands of parayan
readers. This is the 28" year of the parayan
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On the first day on Friday, July 29 in
the morning, the Shri Sai Satcharita sacred
Granth (holy book) was taken out in a
procession accompanied by the sounding
of musical instruments from the Samadhi
Mandir, through the Hanuman temple and
Dwarkamai, to the Parayan mandam (shed)
at the Shri Saiashram (1000 rooms building).
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Smt. Bhagyashree Banayat, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan with the Pothi (holy
book), Dr. Eknath Gondkar and Shri Sunil
Shelke, then Trustees with the Photo of
Shri Sai Baba, Shri Sachin Kote, then
Trustee with the Veena and Sou. Shobhatai
Gondkar with the Kalash (pitcher carrying
holy water, decorated with mango leaves
and coconut) participated in this procession.

A

B




September-October 2022

Adv. Suhas Aher, Shri Avinash Dandwate,
Shri Sachin Guijar, Shri Jaywantrao Jadhav
and Shri Mahendra Shelke, then Trustees,
Shri Annasaheb Pardeshi, Security Officer,

Ashok Nagre, Shri Ganpat Gondkar, Shri
Bhaskarrao Gondkar, Shri Prakash Gaike,
Shri Ashok Jagtap, Shri Ashok Kote, Shri
Appasaheb Kote, Shri Ashok Gondkar, Shri
Pralhad Wani, Shri Bhausaheb Sable, Shri
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Ramdas Badade, temple priests, employees
of the Sansthan, villagers and Sai devotees
were present in large numbers on the
occasion.

After the procession came to the
mandap, the worship of the Granth and
Kalash was performed by Smt. Bhagyashree
Banayat, Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan, and the reading of Shri Sai
Satcharita was commenced.

The reading of Shri Sai Satcharita was
done from 8 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
to 5 p.m. The haldi-kumkum ceremony of
the women participating in the Parayan was
held from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Cultural programme was presented by
Adarsh Madhyamik Vidyalaya, Shirdi from
7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. at the Saiashram
Shatabdi mandap and a Bharatanatyam
programme of Nrutyatmi Dance Academy,
Shirdiwas held from 7.30 p.m. t0 9.30 p.m. at
the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir Shatabdi
mandap beside the Hanuman temple.

On the second day, on Saturday, July
30, along with the Parayan, a discourse
programme based on the life of Shri Sai
Baba by Shri Gorakshnath Raibhan Nalage,
Shirdi, was held from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the
Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir Shatabdi
mandap beside the Hanuman temple.

On the third day, on Sunday, July
31, a discourse programme based on the
biography of Shri Sai Baba by Sou. Ashabai
Bhanudas Gondkar, Shirdi, was held from
7.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. at the Shri Sai Baba
Samadhi Mandir Shatabdi mandap beside
the Hanuman temple.

Onthe fourth day, on Monday, August 1,
along with the Parayan, the Sai Amrut Katha
programme by Acharya Shravanji Maharaj,
Delhi, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. was held at the
Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir Shatabdi
mandap beside the Hanuman temple.

On the seventh day, that is on
Thursday, August 4, the drama from the
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puran on the taming of the pride of Garud
based on the biography of Shri Krishna by
Shri Deo Kudaleshwar Mahila Dashavtar
Natya Mandal, Kudal, was held from 7.30
p.m. to 9.30 p.m. at the Shri Sai Baba
Samadhi Mandir Shatabdi mandap beside
the Hanuman temple.

On Friday, August 5, the Sai Amrit
Katha programme by Acharya Shravaniji
Maharaj, Delhi, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. was
held at the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir
Shatabdi mandap beside the Hanuman
temple.

During this Parayan period from Friday,
July 29 to Thursday, August 4, in the mandap
in the morning session, men readers did
the reading of Shri Sai Satcharita and in
the afternoon to evening session women
readers did the reading. Readers above 18
years of age were given entry. Readers had
brought their own Granth, coconut and mat
for the Parayan.

On Friday, August 5, men readers from
7 a.m. to 8.30 a.m. and women readers
at 9 a.m. read the 53 Chapter that is the
Epitome and concluded the Parayan. After
that a procession of Shri Sai Satcharita
Granth was taken out from 3.30 p.m. to 7.30
p.m. .

On Saturday, August 6, after the Kala
keertan in the Saiashram Shatabdi mandap
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon by H.B.P. (Hari
Bhakt Parayan) Shri Gangadharbuva Vyas,
Dombivli, the mahaprasad programme was
held from 12 noon to 4 p.m. .

Shri Rahul Jadhav, Deputy Executive
Officer of the Sansthan, all Administrative
Officers, all Head of departments, all office
bearers of Natya Rasik Sanch, villagers
and employees under the guidance of
Shri Ashutosh Kale, then Chairman of the
Sansthan, Adv. Jagdish Sawant, then Vice
Chairman, Smt. Bhagyashree Banayat,
Chief Executive Officer and all Trustees then
took efforts for the successful conduct of this
Parayan function.

Q00
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Shri Arif Mohammad Khan, Governor of Kerala, took the Darshan of Shri Sai Baba’s

Samadhi... Shri Rahul Jadhav, Deputy Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Shri Avinash

Dandwate, Shri Mahendra Shelke and Shri Sunil Shelke, then Trustees, were present on
the occasion.

e i S ]

a = iy o

Philanthropic Sai devotee from AI_‘ndhra PradeshiState'donated a gold'é‘n_-chn weighing
el %
te‘w,

770 gms. costing Rs. 36,98,310/- andlasilver pla e.igpin’g 622.'gms. costing Rs. 337480/
to tﬁ§ Shri Sai Baba Sansthan. Smt. Bhagyashree Banaya -E':ahief Executive pffjce“r:of}th:e
Sansthan receiving the said donation. 3 2 IR
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In the early days, the great Sai was very
fond of burning oil lamps. Therefore, He
Himself used to go to the shopkeepers
and ask for oil... He burnt the lamps
brightly in the temples and the Masjid.
This continued for sometime. Out of
love for the worship of the light, He even
celebrated Deepavali with illumination.
He would make twisted wicks from rags
and would burn the lamps in the Masjid...
Later, when Baba went to ask for oil as
usual, and when all refused, look what
a wonder took place. Baba went back
without a word and put the dry wicks in
the earthen lamps. What could He without
the oil? The grocers watched that fun!
Baba picked up a pot, which was on the
parapet of the Masjid, in which there was
little oil, not enough even to light the
evening lamp. Then He put water into
the oil and Baba drank it. Thus having
offered it to Brahman, He took pure water.
Then He poured the water in the lamp and
soaked the dry wicks completely; struck
the matchsticks and lit the lamps for all to
see... Even though there was not a drop of
oil, the lamps burnt throught the night...
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Shri Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil, Minister, Maharashtra State availed the Darshan of Shri
Sai Baba’s Samadhi...
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Underthe Azadi (Independence) KaAmrut (75years) Mahotsav, the ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ (Tri-colour at every home) activity by the Shri Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi, the national flag was hoisted at the same time
at 7.15 a.m. on Saturday, August 13 at the Sansthan’s administrative
building, Shri Sai Baba Hospital, Shri Sainath Hospital, Shri Saiashram
Niwas-sthan, Shri Saibaba Bhaktniwas, Dwarawati Bhakt Niwas-sthan,
Sai Dharmashala and Shri Sai Prasadalaya.
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Shri  Ashutosh Kale, then Chairman of
the Shri Saibaba Sansthani{ Trust, Shirdi,
hoisted the national flag atop the Shri Sai
v Baba Temple on Monday, August 15 at 7.15
% a.m. on behalf of the Sansthan under the Azadi

{ (Independence) Ka Amrut (75 years) Mahotsav’s

i_' the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ (Tri-colour at every home)

5 activity. Smt. Bhagyashree Banayat, Chief Executive

-vr“:. Officer of the Sansthan, Shri Avinash Dandwate,

- Shri Mahendra Shelke and Shri Sachin Kote, then
Trustees, Shri RahuliJadhav, Deputy Chief Executive

I 4 Officer, Dr. Akash rKlsave Shri Dilip Ugale, Shri

Kailas Kharadexand 'Shri Sanjay Jori, Administrative

/3 Officers, Shri Annasaheb Pardeshi, Security Officer,

il = " all Head of departments and employees were present
' o i on the occasion.
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KHetero Durgas Ltd:, Hyderabad did the attractive floral decor per the colour
Scheme of.the natlonal flag.on August 15; Independence Dayai mple and the
prEMIses. .
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Smt. Bhagyashree Banayat, Chief
Executive Officer of Shri Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi hoisted the flag
on August 15, Independence Day, on
behalf of the Sansthan at the Sansthan’s
educational complex. Shri Avinash
Dandwate, Dr. Eknath Gondkar, Shri
Sunil Shelke and Shri Sachin Kote,
then Trustees, Shri Rahul Jadhav,
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Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Dr.
Akash Kisave, Shri Dilip Ugale, Shri
Kailas Kharade and Shri Sanjay Jori,
Administrative Officers, Shri Annasaheb
Pardeshi, Security Officer, all Head of
departments and employees, teaching
staff of the educational complex and
students were present in large numbers
on the occasion.

)
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An  impressive parade was
presented by the Sansthan’s security
department, fire and safety department,
security agencies and students of the
educational complex. After that, the first
three ranking 19 meritorious students
of X std. from all secondary schools
in Shirdi were awarded the Shri D. M.
Sukthankar March 2022 prize and 9
meritorious students ranking top threein
the 12" std. Arts, Commerce and Science
faculties of the Sansthan’s educational
complex were awarded prizes in the
memory of Late Lahanubai Amrutrao
Gondkar and Late Bhagchand Kondaji
Gondkar, by Smt. Bhagyashree Banayat
and the dignitaries. Also, students of
the Sansthan’s educational complex,
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who achieved notable success in the
state level and district level Marathi and
English elocution competitions were
also felicitated by Smt. Banayat.

Expressing her thoughts on the
occasion, Smt. Bhagyashree Banayat,
the Sansthan’s Chief Executive Officer,
gave Independence Day greetings to all.
After that, Shri Sudhanshu Lokegaonkar,
Music Teacher and students of the
educational complex presented a
patriotic song. Shri Vasant Wani and Shri
Ajinkyadev Gaikwad, Deputy Teachers
of Kanya Vidya Mandir anchored the
programme. Shri Rajendra Kohakade,
Sports Teacher, proposed the vote of
thanks.

Q00O

Gokulashtami and Gopalkala...
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Gokulashtami was held by Shri
Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi. On the
occasion the keertan on Krishnajanma
was performed on Thursday, August 18,
2022 from 10 p.m. to 12 midnight. After
that the festival of Shri Krishna’s birth
was celebrated at 12 midnight by Smt.
Bhagyashree Banayat, Chief Executive
Officer of the Sansthan. Shri Avinash
Dandwate, Shri Sachin Gujar, Shri
Mahendra Shelke and Shri Sachin Kote,
then Trustees, Shri Sanjay Dhivare, Joint
Commissioner, Income Tax department,
Nasik, Shri Ramesh Chaudhari, Temple

47 &
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Chief, temple priests and employees,
Shirdi villagers and Sai devotees were
presentin large numbers on the occasion.

The next day, Friday, August 19, 2022,
Gopalkala keertan was held on the stage
in front of Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon on the occasion
of Gopalkala. After that, Dahihandi (pot
of curd) was broken at 12 noon in the
Samadhi Mandir. Smt. Bhagyashree
Banayat, Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan, Adv. Suhas Aher, Shri Avinash
Dandwate, Shri Jayantrao Jadhav, Shri

D)
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Mahendra Shelke, Dr. Eknath Gondkar, Officer, Shri Ramesh Chaudhari, Temple
Shri Sunil Shelke and Shri Sachin Kote, Chief, temple priests and employees,
then Trustees, Shri Sanjay Dhivare, Joint  Shirdi villagers and Sai devotees were
Commissioner, Income Tax department, presentin large numbers on the occasion.
Nasik, Shri Annasaheb Pardeshi, Security

Q00
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Shri Sai Baba Educational Complex’s
Spectacular Performance
In the State-level Tug-of-War Competition...

The state level tug-of-war competition
was jointly organised from August 15 to
August 17, 2022, by the Maharashtra
State Rassikhech (tug-of-war) Sanghatana
and Ahmednagar district Rassikhech

Sanghatana at Shri Saibaba Sansthan
Trust, Shirdi’'s educational complex ground.
Students of the Shri Sai Baba educational
complex did a spectacular performance in
this competition.




The state level tug-of-war competition
was jointly organised from August 15 to
August 17, 2022, by the Maharashtra
State Rassikhech (tug-of-war) Sanghatana
and Ahmednagar district Rassikhech
Sanghatana. 600 players in the 13, 15,
17 and 19 age groups from 25 district
teams in Maharashtra participated in this
competition. In the 13-years age category,
Anushka Vadak, Aisha Jagtap, Saburi Hure,
Bhakti Gondkar and Anushka Patare of
Shri Sai Baba educational complex bagged
the bronze medal in the said competition. In
the 17-years age category, Shruti Upadhye
bagged the bronze medal. In the 17-years
age (mixed) category, Swati Kanke bagged
the gold medal. In the 19-years age (mixed)
category, Shraddha Dange and Sahil Salve
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bagged the bronze medal. And, in the
19-years age (boys) category, Sahil Salve
bagged the bronze medal.

Along with Shri Ashutosh Kale, then
Chairman of the Sansthan, Adv. Jagdish
Sawant, then Vice Chairman, Smt.
Bhagyashree Banayat, Chief Executive
Officer, All Trustees then and Shri Rahul
Jadhav, Deputy Chief Executive Officer,
all administrative officers, all principals
and teachers congratulated the students
Shri Sai Baba Educational Complex for
exhibiting their excellent play and the brilliant
success achieved by these students. These
students had benefited from the guidance
of sports coaches, Shri Rajendra Kohkade,
Shri Sujay Babar and Shri Vikram Satpute.

Q00O

A replica of a pair of bullocks was kept in front of the idol of Shri Sai Baba in the Shri Sai
Baba Samadhi Mandir, as per tradition, by the Shri Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi,

on the festival of ‘Bailpola’.



sied s Rraver—arergar 203

Are you confident that our Sai is this gross
skeletal body of three and a half arms length
and the senses? Remove this doubt forever.
If one is to call that body Sai, then there is
no name for the One Who is free from all
bodily and earthly enjoyments and pursuits.
There is no form for it. Shri Sai is beyond
form. The body is perishable. Brahman on its
own is indestructible. The body is included
in the five elements, but Brahman is without
beginning or end. Observe the Pure, Excellent
Self, the Supreme Being, the Life Spirit,
Which animates the gross senses. Sai is the
Name for That. He transcends the senses.
The senses are gross and do not know That.
It is That which animates the senses and
activates them with ‘pran’. The Name of That
Power is Sai. There is no place without It. All
the ten directions are desolate without it. It
fills the movable and the immovable.

- SHRI SAI SATCHARITA -
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