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Vidyaranya Swami - The Author of
Panchadashi

Ganesh Srikrishna Khaparde (also
known as Dadasaheb Khaparde) (27
August 1854 — 1 July 1938) was an Indian
lawyer, scholar, political activist and a
noted devotee of Shirdi Sai Baba. His first
interaction with Sai Baba was in December
1910.

Once, Dadasaheb Khaparde came
with his family and lived in Shirdi for some
months. Dadasaheb was not an ordinary
man. He was the richest and the most
famous advocate of Amravati (Berar).
Amravati is a city in the Indian state of
Maharashtra. It is the second largest city
of Vidarbha region of Maharashtra after
Nagpur. Dadasaheb was a member of
the Council of State, Delhi. He was very
intelligent and a very good speaker. Still
he dared not open his mouth before Sai

Baba. Most devotees spoke and argued
with Sai Baba off and on, but only three, viz.
Dadasaheb Khaparde, Justice Tatyasaheb
Noolkar and Bapusaheb Booty kept always
silent. They were meek, modest, humble
and good-natured. Dadasaheb, who was
able to explain Panchadashi (A well-known
Sanskrit treatise on the Advaita Philosophy
by the famous Vidyaranya Swami) to others,
said nothing or uttered no word, when he
came to the Masjid before Baba. (Shri Sai
Satcharita, Chapter 27)

This article aims to acquaint the
devotees of Shirdi Sai Baba with Vidyaranya
Swami - the author of Panchadashi (also
spelt as Panchadasi or Pancadasi).

Vidyaranya Swami (1296-1386) - a
distinguished scholar, spiritual guide of
great eminence and a sage - lived in the
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131-14% century in Karnataka state of India.
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On the banks of the river Tungabhadra
is a temple-town, called Vijayam then,
which was glorified in the Ramayan as
Kishkindapuri, and which, shaped and
reshaped on the anvil of history, stands
today as Golconda. There, near the famous
Virupaksha temple in the village, lived a
couple, Mayanacharyulu (A distinguished
scholar of Vedas) and Sri Mati Devi. To
them was born on 11 April, 1296, a boy,
who was named by his devoted parents
as Madhavarya. (He was later known as
Madhavacharya). Madhavacharya became
an ascetic in 1377 and was thereafter
known as Vidyaranya. Vidyaranya or
Madhavacharya assumed charge of
the Sringeri Math as the 12" head of the
Sringeri Sharada Peetham established by
Jagadguru Shankaracharya, and reigned
as Jagadguru for six years from 1380 to
1386.

Vidyaranya is well-known for his
most scholarly works on Vedas and other
scriptures that are treated as authority.
He was part author of Jivan-muktivivek
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and Panchadashi, works of Vedant
philosophy; Dhatuvritti, a treatise on
Sanskrit grammar; Nyay-malavistar, a work
on the Mimamsa system, one of the earliest
orthodox systems of Vedic philosophy;
and Parasharasmritivyakhya, an elaborate
comment on the Parasharasmriti.

Among the Hindu Sanskrit authors,
we cannot compare Vidyaranya, either
in his poetry or philosophy, erudition or
scholarship, catholicity of interest or width
of sympathy, with anyone, except perhaps,
Vedavyas himself. There is almost no
branch of knowledge of which this modern
Vyas had not a felicitous understanding,
and many are the departments of human
activity, both secular and sacred, in which
he can be considered an unquestionable
authority. There is in him a happy blending
of the highly subtle philosophical vision and
the greatly gross realism of a material world
of secular activities.

He had contributed, in the middle of
the 13" century, more than any other single
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individual in the country, both for the political
integrity of the country and for the spiritual
revival of its people. An invincible warrior,
an able administrator, a great diplomat,
a popular politician, an erudite scholar,
a precise poet, a man of detachment
and renunciation, of charity and nobility,
of sannyas and study, Vidyaranya was,
indeed, a rare manifestation divine.

Vidyaranya’s powers of exposition
were more wonderful than those of Brahma;
he could make (by his dialectics) the
eloquent dumb and (by his teaching) the
dumb eloquent. He was verily the Supreme
Light Incarnate.

As mentioned above, Vidyaranya
assumed charge of the Sringeri Math and
reigned as Jagadguru for six years from
1380 to 1386. It was while Vidyaranya
was doing tapas at Matang hill that the two
warrior brothers, Harihar and Bukka, sons
of Sangama, approached him. Directed
by a dream, they sought his blessings and
guidance. Earlier, these two brothers had
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been taken prisoner and led to Delhi. It
is believed, they were under compulsion
to embrace Islam. But, the Delhi ruler
recognizing their valour, sent them back
to the south. They were sent back as the
heads of an army to contain the rebellions
brewing in the Deccan.

Seizing this opportunity, the two
brothers asserted their independence. With
the guidance and blessings of Vidyaranya,
they established their own independent
kingdom with its capital on the left bank of
Tungabhadra river. Following Vidyaranya
counsel, they shifted their capital to the
right bank, naming it Vidyanagar, as a
mark of respect and gratitude to the sage,
whom they regarded as their Guru, God
and saviour. The city, which came to be
popularly known as Vijayanagar or city of
victory was planned in accordance with the
directions of Vidyaranyain the form of a Sri
Chakra, with the Virupaksha temple in the
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION AND NOTES

By SWAMI SWAHANANDA

middle and nine gates all around.

The Panchadashi is an important
text on the Vedantic philosophy. It consists
of fifteen chapters written by Vidyaranya
Swami. The book discusses Vedantic
philosophy with critical notices of the
other contending systems. It embraces
dissertations on Cosmology, Psychology.
Evolution, Yog and Emancipation. It is
a complete clue for the comprehension
of the Science of Man, his relation to the
Universe, and his ultimate destiny. It clears
out the mistaken notions concerning Ishwar
and Parabrahma and reviews Theism
and Pantheism in all its aspects. It is an
exhaustive key to Esoteric Science.

— Dr. Subodh Agarwal

‘Shirdi Sai Dham’,

29, Tilak Road, Dehra Dun - 248 001,
Uttarakhand.

Mobile : (0)9897202810

E-mail : subodhagarwal27@gmail.com
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““Sai... runs for help...”

Brahmanand shankhwalkar
Former Football Captain
Winner of Arjun Award

Shri Sai Baba always stood all around me
in most difficult times, reaching me in different
forms...

I have visited Shirdi about 50 occasions
up till now. Somewhere around 1969, I was
wearing a very small pendent having Shri Sai
Baba’s black-n-white image with red thread.
Don’t remember now, who offered it, may be
father. At our ancestral home, in a small room,
there was a small photo of Shri Sai Baba. At that
time I was 13/14 years old.

My sister Jayanti was telling me stories of
Shri Sai Baba. We visited that ancestral home
once and again. At Bocas De Vaca, where water
flows off the spring underneath, much below,
Shri Sai Baba’s statue is placed and people from
all over visit till today.

Once, I was in Punjab, Jullunder, with Goa

state football team playing Santosh Trophy, a
national championship. I used to get little or
more worried before match depends on which
team we play. Tension was building up, as
we were all moving towards stadium, heard a
beggar singing a song from Anarkali film. As
I turned my face towards him, I saw a picture
of Shri Sai Baba (raised hand blessing) next to
him. I was astonished with his voice and glance
on Shri Sai Baba’s picture, tension of match
went to zero level, just felt fresh mentally and
relaxed physically.

I thought, I must see that beggar on
my return, prayed for a good performance.
Everything was great. On my way back, beggar
wasn’t there. Almost 12 to 15 days we were
there, but couldn’t find him... My unstoppable
confidence grew from then onwards.



Playing at Srinagar Nationals, couldn’t play
final against West Bengal, as I was admitted in
the Govt. hospital due to severe jaundice. Goa
lost 0-1, I heard commentary on hospital bed.
Missed national camp and opportunity to
play for India in Bangkok Asian games 1978,
which was my dream. Asian games were
organized after every 4 years. I don’t know,
how I will maintain my top level for 1982 Delhi
Asiad. I told this to my colleague and childhood
football mate. He said, “You will recover.”
Played for country in 1979 and 1980 in
international games. In 1980 played practice
matches held at Kolkata and Barackpur, W.B.
Our national team travelled for Patna to
play there exhibition matches. Before entering
the field, I removed my golden ring of Shri
Sai Baba, prayed and was about to hand over
to my coach Arun Ghosh, Olympian and Arjun
awardee, he turned his back and moved away...
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Our team was
leading by 3-0 in the
first half time. In the
second half, within 20
minutes, I was moving
forward to collect the ball, opponent forward
Rosario, originally from Goa, turned took a blind
kick... I got the ball, but his foot hit in full force,
broke my arm, compound fracture. On stretcher,
while I was in deepest pain, looked up in the sky
and said, “Baba, whatever may be happened, but
be it is in good cause.” It was Sunday, 24™ May
1981, when the incident happened (fracture)...

I was taken to govt. hospital in Patna.
Hospital’s doctors were on strike. Chief
orthopedic doctor, who gave a hearing to one
doctor, who accompanied me, said, “Bring him
to my home”. There he put temporary plaster.
But, another agony had to wait for the next
morning train to Kolkata. Taking pain killers
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I travelled somehow. That night was toughest
for me. Doctor Datta was with me. He took

me straight to St. Mary’s Nursing home. There
was a heavy downpour. On 27" May, while
entering the operation theater, I prayed, “Baba, I
surrender myself at Your Lotus Feet. Please see
that the operation should be done successfully
and I will be back to play.”...

On my bed number 14, in anesthesia, [ saw
a strange figure... When I was getting in senses,
all I could say, “Thank You, Baba!”

Besides coaches, players, my technical
director, asked me a question, “Will you play
for India again?” I said, “I will try.” He said
again, “You have not answered my question, I
want your answer in ‘yes’ or ‘no’ only.” I said,
“Yes”. All that time I would utter, “Baba, get
me back.”

After physiotherapy, almost for 5 months,
I read in newspaper that my technical director
Mr. Kitty was passed away, to whom I had given
word that I will play for India again...

I dressed up and went near the church
playfield and started my practice. After 3
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months, I joined my Salgaocar club for training
sessions, and played one league match too. A
week before I had sent my x-ray to the doctor
at Kolkata. I got the telephonic message from
the Kolkata doctor, that fractured arm not
healed, and that I should immediately come to
Kolkata for re-operation. I was disappointed
and confused...

I left for Kolkata with one college student
Ashwin, from my village. He agreed to give me
accompany, as he also wanted to see his uncle,
whom he had never seen.

After reaching Kolkata, immediately met
that doctor. He said, to have another x-ray. I
asked the doctor, if grafting of bone was done,
will I join the national team again? He was in
doubt, healing will take another 6 months.

I prayed to Baba. I forgot myself totally
and surrendered to Baba. I said to Ashwin, “If
it is not necessary to do operation, I will visit
Shirdi on the way back.

Seeing the another

x-ray, doctor

Bhattacharyajee, in a big smile said, “Brahma,
everything is well.” He gave me fitness

certificate. I was overwhelmed with the joy of
no bound... But, what happened next?

As I was coming down the steps after
shaking hands with doctor, little finger of right
hand started paining. I saw in the street lights
that the blood was coming out from the Shri Sai
Baba’s ring. It was never happened before. My
friend told me, “Baba is reminding you, to have
Shirdi visit.”
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Though I
had no railway
reservation, 1
started  journey
from Kolkata on Kolkata-Mumbai train and got
down at Manmad. From there I reached Shirdi
by bus...

At Shirdi, quickly refreshed and stood in
the queue. Being 1* visit, didn’t know anything;
but as I was near to Shri Sai Baba’s statue, and
seeing people touching Samadhi, I didn’t know
my own self, but merged in Baba. Almost 1/4
of my body was on Shri Sai Baba. I was pulled
by collar by a priest. I just stood silent. He was
saying something. Within myself I said, ‘I am
happy now.” He let me go. I bought a Shri Sai
Baba’s moorti, stayed for sometime, and left for
home to Goa.

My major test now was to play Goa Super
League. If I succeed, next three outstation
tournaments, one being Federation Cup, can

PyIntroducinggtheyplayershinfthefteamytofthefformer
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make my entry back in Indian team...

No one believed me, despite confidence
shown in training. I had to force myself even
to boss, that, if I succeed here, then I can prove
elsewhere too. Mr. Shivanand Salgaonkar agreed.
I thank to him, as even coaches reluctant...

We won the Super Cup without conceding
a single goal.

After playing 2 more tournaments for
Federation Cup, German coach was very much
impressed and invited me to join Indian team...

Tremendous hard work and patience
and considering Shri Sai Baba all around me
everytime, [ succeeded after two months’
training with Indian team. I got selected for
President’s Cup in South Korea. On 23" May
1982 exactly one day before completion of one
year of fracture, my wish dream came true...
Played Asian games, Delhi 1982...

I had a great wish to build a house in Goa.
Late Mr. V. M. Salgaonkar advanced me interest
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free loan, after I started playing, from injury.
Bought a plot at Fatorda, along with my brother-
in-law in 1983.

Later in 1986 my brother-in-law and I
planned to build 2 houses with common wall...

I just had Rs. 36,000/- to 38,000/- Rs. I
prayed to my Kuldevta Shri Shantadurga at
Veling and Lord Damodar, at Linga Sthan,
Fatorda. I also prayed to Shri Sai Baba, and went
ahead with my mission with big risk... My faith
was unshakable. 1 approached Mr. Shivanand
Salgaonkar. Applied for Rs. 50,000/-. Promptly
both brothers, Mr. Shivanand and Mr. Dattaraj
agreed, and again it was interest free. After
some time needed badly Rs. 20,000/-. Moving
here and there no success. Prayed to Damodar
Linga, and next morning, in tense situation, I sat
at brother’s table on his shop. We are discussing
the matter. One thought emerged in my mind,
“Baba, I am a fool, running around for money,

ﬁ“h \.dl“" x‘ u

¥z, ll.ﬂ;

please, now send a person here 1tself who can
solve my issue... I am so sorry, You can do this,
I have strong faith.”

Next 5 to 10 minutes, a person entered
our shop, hardworking labourous, my brother
Vallabh, joked, and said, “Brahmanand needs
20,000/- Rs.” The person assured us. He said,
“Tomorrow morning, I will come and handover
the money.” He did so as per his words...

House was completed, inaugurated and
the Baba’s moorti, which I brought from my 1*
visit, was also placed inside the pooja room...

I was finding difficult to buy certain things
in my house, like TV. After some days my
brother-in-law purchased a new colour TV and
gave me his old TV. First picture I saw on that
TV was Shri Sai Baba’s face, my Great God. It
was a biggest joy. My wife and her mother, my
cousins, who did installation, were in ecstasy,
that’s a miracle from Baba...
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. Accepting Arjun award from the formergEBresident
of India, Sri K. R. Narayanan
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Career Graph...

- While working at sports authority of
Goa, on special leave, joined Sesa Football
Academy for 12 years, as an Administrator-
cum-Goalkeeper coach, later Advisor and Chief
Mentor.

- Presently Goa Govt. nominated me as
Chairman of GFDC (Goa Football Development
Council).

- Clubs : represented, Panvel SC for 4 yrs.,
Salgaocar SC for 17 yrs., Churchill Brothers for
3 yrs. and Anderson Marine SC for 1 yr., 25 yrs.
Goa’s Top League (record)

- National Championship for Santosh
Trophy

- 17 times represented Goa (record)

- 3 times Captain

- Winners - 1983 and 1984

- 1983 - conceded just one goal in 8
matches, 1984 - winners without conceding a
single goal in 8 matches (record)

- In 17 Santosh Trophies 6 penalties were
awarded against Goa, in regulation time, no goal




SHRI SN LRI

was scored.

- India: 11 years - 1975-86

- 2 Asian Youth Championships, Kuwait,
Thailand.

- Major : 2 Asian Games, New Delhi 1982
- Seoul, Korea, 1986

- Asia Cup, 1984

- 2 Olympic qualifying rounds, 1980,
Singapore, 1983 S. Arabia, Malaysia, Delhi

- Merdeka Cup, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
1976, 1982, 1986

- President Cup, Seoul, Korea,
1982, 1986

- Exposure trips : Kabul, Afghanistan,
1976-77 - USSR, Russia, 1983-1986, Indonesia,
1980

- UAE, Bahrain, 1979

- Nehru Int. Gold Cup, 1983-1985-1986

- Played many interesting matches in
India

- In Zambia, 1977, titled ‘LEOPARD’
by Mayor of Zambia, for the superlative
performance, against Zambian national team

- Captain : Indian Team - 1983-86

1977,

January-February 2021

- Awards : Goa State : Jivbadada Kerkar
award, 1977

- All India Football Federation ‘player of
the decade’, 1996

- Goa Journalist Millennium Award -
2000

- Prestigious Arjun Award by the Govt. of
India, 1998 by His excellency late Sri Krishna
R. Narayanan, President of India

- Goans in Goa and abroad also felicitated
this son of soil.

- Presently working as Chief Mentor,
Advisor for Vedant Group’s Session Football
Academy.

- Introduction

- Brahmanand Shankhwalkar, now 66
years and 6 months, Former Captain of Indian
Football team. Played for india 1975-1986

- Playing career top div in Goa 1970 till
1995.

- Accepted the post of Chairman of Goa
Development Football Council, on 3™ Aug.
2020 by Govt. of Goa.

Rewritten by Mrs. Minal Tushar Deshpande
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Tuesday, January 26, 2021 : Sri Kanhuraj
Bagate, Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan, hoisted the national flag at
=4 the Republic Day function organized by
“ﬁ;, the Sansthan. Present on the occasion
=N were Sri Ravindra Thakare, Deputy
X Chief Executive Officer, Sri Babasaheb

Shirdi News
% Public Relations Officer =
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi
- Translated from Marathi into English by
Vishwarath Nayar
E-mail : vishwarathnayar@gmail.com
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