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O Sai! You are the Lord Vitthal!
You are the Lord of the Universe!!

Bolava Vitthal Pahava Vitthal
Karava Vitthal... Jivbhav

) ) g’ Ja &
Skt A Ky

Bolava Vitthal Pahava Vitthal own”, with this uncontrollable desire my mind
Karava Vitthal... Jivbhav has become very greedy and it does not wish to
Yene Sose Man Zale Hav Bhari come back to the world. The knots of worldly
Parat Maghari Ghet Nahi bondages came undone and I was leisurely able
Bandhanapasun Ukalali Gathi to hold Vitthal in a deep embrace. Tuka says -
Deta Aali Mithi Savkash my whole being is filled with Vitthal through
Tuka Mhane Deh Bharila Vitthal and through, so no place is left for the desire

Kam Krodhe Kele Ghar Reete
- Sant Tukaram Maharaj

“(I want to) speak (of) Vitthal, (I want to)
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and anger. They had to vacate their abode.

The above Marathi abhang describes the
ecstatic state of the mind of the devotee who
is overwhelmed with the love of Lord Vitthal.
When Lord enters his mind, everything gets
forgotten instantly. With utmost ease the devotee
leaves behind all the binding attachments of the
world and the vices that are most difficult to get
rid of. In rapture he rushes to embrace the Lord
and becomes one with Him.

Bolava Vitthal Pahava Vitthal
Karava Vitthal... Jivbhav
O Sai! You are the Lord Vitthal!
You are the Lord of the Universe!!

Here, I am reminded of the Ode to a
Nightingale by John Keats. Throughout the
poem, the speaker talks to the nightingale as if
it were a person. The title helps, set up this little
mode. The ‘nightingale’ is a bird that is known
for singing at night — and beautifully, at that :

My heart aches, and a drowsy numbness
pains
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My sense, as though of hemlock I had
drunk,

Or emptied some dull opiate to the drains
One minute past, and Lethe-wards had
sunk :

Tis not through envy of thy happy lot,
But being too happy in thine happiness, -
That thou, light-winged Dryad of the trees
In some melodious plot
Of beechen green, and shadows numberless,
Singest of summer in full-throated ease.

The ‘ache’ in the poet’s heart almost
sounds pleasurable, the way he describes it. Like
when you hear a sad song, you really love that
just pierces your heart and you’re like, “This
makes me so sad!”

O Sai! [ am addressing You as if You were
a person (In fact, You are the God). I am eager
to speak of You as if You are my friend (In fact,
You are my Lord), causing myself to ‘sink’ into
a kind of oblivion. The fact of the matter is that

“(I want to) speak (of) Sai Vitthal, (I want
to) see Sai Vitthal, and (I want to) make Sai
Vitthal my very own”; with this uncontrollable
desire my mind has become very greedy and it
does not wish to come back to the world. The
knots of worldly bondages came undone and I
was leisurely able to hold Sai Vitthal in a deep
embrace. My whole being is filled with Sai
Vitthal through and through, so no place is left
for the desire and anger. They had to vacate their
abode.

O Sai! When You enter my mind, the
Universe starts shrinking into oblivious. With
paramount ease I leave behind all the binding
attachments of the world and the vices that are
most difficult to get rid of. In ecstasy I struggle
to rush to lock myself in Your embrace and
dissolve into You.

Bolava Vitthal Pahava Vitthal
Karava Vitthal... Jivbhav
O Sai! You are the Lord Vitthal!
You are the Lord of the Universe!!

Abhang or abhang (Marathi : 3197) is a
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form of devotional poetry sung in praise of
the Hindu God Vitthal, also known as Vithoba.
The word ‘abhang’ comes from ‘a’ for ‘non’
and ‘bhang’ for ‘ending’ or ‘interrupting’, in
other words, a flawless, continuous process, in
this case referring to a poem. By contrast, the
devotional songs known as bhajans focus on the
inward journey. Abhangs are more exuberant
expressions of the communitarian experience.
Abhang is considered a form of the ovi. Abhangs
are sung during pilgrimage to the temples of
Pandharpur, by the devotees.

Tukaram was a seventeenth century
poet who lived in the town of Dehu, which is
located near Pune. He was a popular poet and
a leading figure in the varkari movement of the
time, which sought to put the emphasis back on
devotion and love towards God, in contrast to
blind obedience of rituals and arcane religious
practices. It is said that over 5000 abhangs
were written by Saint Tukaram. Many of them
were devoted to the God Vitthal or Vithoba, but
mostly criticized social injustices of the time.
They were powerful sermons, useful even today.

Pandharpur is located in the Solapur
district of Maharashtra. Here the river Bhima
takes a crescent shape and hence is known as
Chandrabhaga river.

An incident, narrated in Shri Sai
Satcharita, chapter 7, illustrates how Sai Baba
loved His devotees and anticipated their wishes
and movements. Nanasaheb Chandorkar, who
was a great devotee of Baba, was Mamlatdar
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at Nandurbar in Khandesh. He got an order
of transfer to Pandharpur. His devotion to Sai
Baba bore fruit, as he got an order to go and stay
at Pandharpur which is regarded as the ‘Bhu-
Vaikuntha’ - Heaven on earth. As Nanasaheb
had to take immediate charge of his new
posting, he left instantly for Pandharpur, without
informing anybody at Shirdi. He wanted to give
a surprise visit to Shirdi - his real Pandharpur.
He was eager to pay obeisance to his Vithoba
(Baba) and then proceed. Nobody dreamt
of Nanasaheb’s departure for Shirdi, but Sai
Baba - being omniscient - knew all about this.
As soon as Nanasaheb approached Neemgaon,
only a few miles away from Shirdi, there was
stir in the Masjid at Shirdi. Baba was sitting
and talking with Mhalsapati, Appa Shinde and
Kashiram. He spontaneously said, “Let us all
four do some bhajan, the doors of Pandhari are
open, let us merrily sing.” Then they began to
sing in chorus, the burden of the song being
“I have to go to Pandharpur and I have to stay
on there, for it is the house of my Lord.” Baba
sang and the devotees repeated. How soon
before this recitation was complete, Nanasaheb
came there with his family, prostrated before
Baba and requested Him to accompany them
to Pandharpur and stay with them there. This
solicitation was not needed, as the devotees told
Nanasaheb that Baba was already in the mood of
going to Pandharpur and staying there. Hearing
this Nanasaheb was moved and fell at Baba’s
lotus feet. Then getting Baba’s permission, udi
(sacred ashes) and blessings, Nanasaheb left for
Pandharpur.
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Bolava Vitthal Pahava Vitthal
Karava Vitthal... Jivbhav
O Sai! You are the Lord Vitthal!
You are the Lord of the Universe!!

The great Maharashtra chief Shivaji was a
great admirer of Tukaram and sent him a large
number of costly presents and also invited him
to his court. Tukaram refused both the presents
and the invitation, saying that he had nothing
to do with earthly kings. Then Shivaji himself
came to Tukaram and stayed with him for
several days and pressed him to accept some
presents which Tukaram steadily refused. One
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day, Shivaji was so much impressed and moved
by the praises, songs and bhajan of Tukaram
that he, for the moment, wanted to give up
his kingdom and take to bhajan and follow
Tukaram. But, Tukaram dissuaded him from
doing so. He reminded Shivaji of his duty to his
subjects, to Hindu religion and to dharma and
finally advised him thus : “In order to realize
God, it is not necessary to give up food or water
and go to a forest. If the worldly pleasures come
to you of themselves, enjoy them by all means,
but only in the name of God Who dwells in all
of us. Do not desire anything and do not give up
anything. This is my simple and only advice to
you.” Shivaji returned to his court a happier and
a more contented man.

Bolava Vitthal Pahava Vitthal
Karava Vitthal... Jivbhav
O Sai! You are the Lord Vitthal!
You are the Lord of the Universe!!

Devotees got the same unparalleled joy
here at Shirdi as they got at Pandharpur seeing
Vitthal and Rakhumai. A ninety-five-year-old
devotee named Goulibua used to visit Shirdi
every year on his way to Pandharpur. Looking at
Babahe used to say, “This is Pandharinath Vitthal
incarnate, the refuge of the friendless and the
destitute; the all merciful!”
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Bolava Vitthal Pahava Vitthal
Karava Vitthal... Jivbhav
O Sai! You are the Lord Vitthal!
You are the Lord of the Universe!!

Sai Baba was quite fond of chanting
God’s name and He used to repeat “Allah
Malik” (God is the real owner.) and would
often make His devotees hold Naam Saptaha
(practice of chanting God’s name day and
night for seven days). During one of the Naam
Saptaha sessions that Baba had asked Dasganu
Mabharaj to perform, Baba assured that Vitthal
would appear at Shirdi at the end of the seventh
day. He asked that an earnest and devout could
see Vitthal manifest at Shirdi through his true
love and devotion. After completing the Naam
Saptaha, Dasganu saw the vision of Vitthal at
Shirdi itself.

As a proof of Sai Baba’s assurance, Vitthal
did appear in Kakasaheb Dikshit’s vision during
his meditation after the Saptaha (chanting for a
week) was over.

Soon after this vision, a hawker came to
Shirdi for selling pictures of Vitthal. The image
in the picture with the hawker tallied exactly
with the image that appeared in Dikshit’s
vision. With great love, Dikshit bought one of
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the pictures and installed it in his pooja area at
home.
Bolava Vitthal Pahava Vitthal
Karava Vitthal... Jivbhav
O Sai! You are the Lord Vitthal!
You are the Lord of the Universe!!

Baba was very fond of Vitthal worship
and demonstrated this by dragging Bhagwantrao
Kshirsagar to Shirdi. He took him to task for
stopping worship to Vitthal’s idol and reminded
him about his father’s love and worship of
Vitthal.

Bolava Vitthal Pahava Vitthal
Karava Vitthal... Jivbhav
O Sai! You are the Lord Vitthal!
You are the Lord of the Universe!!

Bow to Shri Sai Vitthal - Peace be to all!

— Dr. Subodh Agarwal

Shirdi Sai Dham’,

29, Tilak Road, Dehra Dun - 248 001,
Uttarakhand.

Mobile : (0)09897202810

E-mail : subodhagarwal27@gmail.com
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Test Your Knowledge :
Shri Sai Satcharita Quiz Series
Reading Shri Sai Satcharita

Regular reading of Shri Sai Satcharita
will help devotees overcome pride, egoism

A

e

SREE SAl SAMARTHA
SATCHARITA

The Life & Teachings of Shirdi Sai Babo

Govind Raghunath Dabholkar - Hemadpant
tronsloted in English by

Laring

and support control over worldly objects
and sensations. Shri Sai Satcharita is most
essential for the betterment of devotee’s life,
health, peace, happiness and finding inner bliss.

To test devotee’s knowledge of Shri Sai
Satcharita, simple factual questions related
to its different chapters have been framed for
devotees to answer. Devotees are supposed to
read the questions carefully and identify the
correct answer from a given set of four possible
answers. It is to be noted that the answers
might appear similar, but only one is correct.

So pick, what you believe to be the correct
answer. We have designed this quiz to help Sai
devotees enhance their knowledge of Shri Sai
Satcharita rather than feeling either they know/
do not know.

Devotees are requested to mail their
answers within 7 days of the receipt of this issue
of the Shri Sai Leela Magazine to :

saidadar@sai.org.in

The names of the first 53 devotees, who
send correct answers, will be published in the
next issue of the Shri Sai Leela Magazine.

Quiz - 3 (Chapters 6,7, 8 & 9)

Question 1 : In which year the three-
day Ram Janmotsav festival in Shirdi was
started by Sai Baba Himself?

Answer Options :-

A - 1910
B - 1911
C - 1912
D - 1913

Question 2 : Who was Gopalrao Gund?

Answer Options :-

A - Judge

B - Mamlatdar

C - Inspector

D - Magistrate

Question 3 : What was the name
of Gopalrao Gund’s friend, who lived in
Ahmednagar?

Answer Options :-

A - Abdul

B - Rohila

C - Haji Siddik Falke

D - Dammu Anna

Question 4 In which year the
Dwarkamai Masjid was renovated?

Answer Options :-

®
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A - 1908
B - 1910
C - 1911
D - 1912

Question 5 : Who used to practice Dhoti
Kriya and Khand Yog in Shirdi?

Answer Options :-

A - Kakasaheb Dixit

B - Dasganu Maharaj

C - Shama

D - Sai Baba

Question 6 : Whom did Baba save from
the burning furnace?

Answer Options :-
A - Blacksmith’s child

B - Shama
C - Tatya
D - Rohila

Question 7 : Who used to massage the
burnt hand of Baba?

Answer Options :-

A - Shama

B - Bhagoji

C - Kakasaheb Dixit

D - Tatyasaheb Noolkar

Question 8 : Who was transferred to
Pandharpur?

Answer Options :-

A - Shama

B - Hemadpant

C - Kakasaheb Dixit

D - Nanasaheb Chandorkar

Question 9 : Who used to supply lunch
to Baba in the jungle?

Answer Options :-

A - Bayjabai

B - Radhakrishnamai
C - Shama

D - Bhagoji

Question 10 : Who used to sleep with
Baba at night in the Masjid?

Answer Options :-
A - Kakasaheb Dixit

B - Nanasaheb Chandorkar
C - Tatya Kote Patil and Mhalsapati
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D - Dadasaheb Khaparde

Question 11 : Where did Khushalchand
live?

Answer Options :-

A - Shirdi
B - Kopergaon
C - Nagpur
D - Rahata

Question 12 : What is the one special
peculiarity of Shirdi Pilgrimage?
Answer Options :-

A - Devotees got mangoes

B - Devotees enjoyed scenic beauty

C - None could leave Shirdi, without
Baba’s permission

D - Pilgrim met so many other devotees

Question 13 : Whom did Baba say these
words, “Mother, I had been to your house in
Bandra, with a view to having something to
eat. I found the door locked. I somehow got
an entrance inside and found to my regret,
that Bhau had left nothing for me to eat. So
I have returned from there without eating
anything.”?

Answer Options :-

A - Mrs. Tarkhad

B - Bayjabai

C - Mrs. Aurangabadkar
D - Radhakrishnamai

Question 14 : Whom did Mrs. Tarkhad
give two bringals to offer to Baba?

Answer Options :-

A - Kakasaheb Dixit

B - Shama

C - Nanasaheb Chandorkar

D - Raghuvir Bhaskar Purandare of
Bandra

Question 15 : Who gave a piece of bread
to the barking dog?

Answer Options :-

A - Shama

B - Mrs. Tarkhad
C - Abdul

D - Bayjabai

Q00
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“Just Be Egoless,” says Shri Sai

Once, on the banks of the Godavari,
in the famous town of Rajahmundry, Shri
Vasudevanand encamped. His family name
was Saraswati...

He was greater than the great,
highly omniscient, and a devout and
orthodox follower of the karma marga. His
fame was unending like the Ganga and
reverberated even to the nether regions of
the earth...

Hearing about him by word of mouth,
one Pundalikrao and others, residents of
Nanded, who were devout, firmly decided to
have his darshan...

Anyway, later on that whole group left
Nanded and came to Rajahmundry, on the
banks of the Godavari, early morning, for the
darshan of the Swami...

As it was the auspicious
early morning time, the whole group from
Nanded, set out for the banks of the
Ganga, for a bath, while chanting stotras and
scriptures.

The group found Swami
sitting there and bowed to him with eight-
fold prostrations, with devotion. In the
natural course of their conversation about

generalities, Shirdi was mentioned...

When Sai's name was heard
by him, the Swami folded his hands in
salutation and said, “He is my brother, Who is
desireless. | have excessive love for Him.”...

Picking up a coconut from there, he
gave it to Pundalikrao and said, “Bowing
down at the lotus Feet of my brother, offer
this, whenever you go to Shirdi...

“‘Convey to Him my salutations
and request Him to have mercy and
grace towards this humble one. Do not
forget me and let your love for me grow
uninterruptedly...

“Whenever you go next to Shirdi,
offer this to my brother, with reverence and
without falil...

‘As a rule, we, swamis are
forbidden and do not bow to any one else. But,
breaking this rule, in the present context, can
only be beneficent...

“Therefore, when you take Sai’s
darshan, do not forget this matter. Offer this
coconut at Sai's Feet, without fail.”...

After hearing these words of the
Swami, Pundalikrao bowed at his feet
and said, “I will act in accordance with the
Swami’s instructions...

‘I accept your instructions with
profound reverence and consider
myself blessed to be so entrusted.”

Pundalikrao left from there, after surrendering
whole-heartedly to the Swami...

When the Swami called Baba his
brother, was it meaningless? Baba acted
in accordance with the shrutis being an
agnihotri, offering oblations to the fire in the
morning and the evening...

The fire, which was called dhuni by
the people, was always in front of Baba, and
kept burning day and night. This was Baba’s
VOW...

Agnihotra and other such
performances are prescribed for inner
purification. Baba adopted this means to
make the people follow a particular way and
to achieve brahmanhood...

Shri Vasudevanand Saraswati was
an ascetic and also followed the same vow
(being an agnihotri). No wonder than that he

@



ShiZt SR LEER

called Baba his brother! Could he speak in
vain?...

Later, before even a month
had passed, the opportunity arose for
Pundalikrao to set out for Sai’s darshan,
taking four friends along with him...

He took his baggage, a variety of
fruits and carefully remembered to take that
coconut. They all set out for Sai’'s darshan,
with joy and unperturbed minds...

Later, when they got off at Manmad,
there was still some time for the departure
of the train to Kopergaon. As they were very
thirsty, they went to a nearby stream...

As drinking water on an empty
stomach is harmful for the body, someone
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brought out a small bundle of chivada tied in
the corner of a cloth, to eat as a light snack...

On putting just a pinch of the chivada
into the mouth, the chivada was found to be
very pungent. Without a coconut the chivada
was useless. The whole effort seemed
wasted...

Then one of them said to them all, “I
remember a stratagem. Break the coconut
and mix it with the chivada. Then, savour the
taste of the chivada.”...

No sooner was the coconut
mentioned, then one was found ready at
hand. There was no delay in breaking it.
Mixing it with the chivada, improved the taste.
Thereafter, they drank that water...

The coconut was mentioned and
there was one ready at hand. Nobody asked
to whom it belonged. The hunger was so
overpowering that they all forgot...

Be that as it may be. They sat in
the train to Kopergaon and went forward to
their destination. On the way, Pundalikrao
remembered that particular coconut...

Seeing that Shirdi was
nearby, Pundalikrao was in a mental
turmoil, realising that the coconut given by
Vasudevanand had been mixed with the
chivada by mistake...

When he realised that the
coconut was broken, Pundalikrao was filled
with fear and his whole body trembled. He had
committed a sin against a saint...

He was most remorseful. What a
sin he had committed? He had earned the
curse of the Swami! ‘My lamenting over it is
useless’...

For the coconut to have been
put to such a use was a great trap.
Pundalikrao’s mind was stunned and he was
nonplussed...

‘Now, what can | offer Baba? In what
manner can | explain this to Him? How
can | show my face to Him? | have lost the
coconut, irrevocably.’...

Pundalikrao was very depressed
thinking about having made a light snack of
that which had to be offered at Sai’s Feet. He
sai, ‘This is an insult of a saint.’...

Now, when Baba asks for the
coconut, all would have to hang their heads
in shame, as they had made a light snack of
it, at Manmad. This was the turmoil that all

®
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faced from within...

It would be a shame to tell the truth
that they did not have the coconut with them
that day. To tell a lie would not serve any
purpose, as Sai Maharaj was omniscient...

Be it so. The whole group was filled
with joy on taking Sai’s darshan. Eyes
were filled with tears of joy and their faces
reflected their bliss...

Now-a-days, we send wireless
messages, day or night, and boast about it,
taking pride in doing so...

For this, buildings have to be
constructed and a lot of expenditure has
to be incurred. The saints do not need
these means. They send messages by
telepathy...

At the time when the Swami had
given the coconut to Pundalikrao, he had
already sent a message to Sainath by
telepathy...

When Pundalikrao was taking
darshan, Sai Baba, on His own, said, “Bring
me that article, which you have brought from
my brother.”...

Then, that dejected Pundalikrao held
Shri Baba’s Feet and said, “What shall | say,
except to beg Your forgiveness...

‘I did remember the coconut. But,
to satisfy our hunger, when we went to the
stream, all of us forgot...

“There, when we made a light
snack of the chivada this very coconut was
broken and mixed with it. Therefore, | will
bring another coconut. Please accept it
without hesitation.”...

Saying this, Pundalikrao began
to get up to get the fruit. Others saw Sai
Maharaj hold him by the hand and prevent
him from going...

‘Unknowingly, | have broken faith.
You are merciful, give me shelter under Your
fold. Forgive me, O’ Merciful One! | am utterly
guilty...

‘I have disregarded the words of a
virtuous saint like the Swami; and | have
eaten the fruit, which was to be offered to
You...

“This is a transgression against a
saint. Is there anything to mitigate this sin?
How impudent have | become!”...
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Then hearing about the incident as it
had happened, Shri Sainath laughingly said,
“Why did you take the coconut, when you
were not going to take care of it?

“My brother had full faith in your words,
firmly believing that you would give my article
to me...

‘And what was the result of it? Is
this your trustworthiness? My brother’s
desire remained unfulfilled. Is this how you
work?”...

He added — “The worth of that fruit
cannot be matched by giving any number
of others! Whatever had to happen, has
happened. Why unnecessarily brood over
it?...

‘It was only by my resolve that the
Swami gave you the coconut and that fruit
was broken by my volition. Why do you
unnecessarily take the doership?...

“You are feeling guilty, because you
have an ego. Just be egoless. You will be free
from all guilt...

“Why is there pride in doing a good or
meritorious deed? And why does one shirk
away from a sinful one? The result of both is
the same! Therefore, act without the sense of
doership...

“It occurred to me that you should
see me. Therefore, the coconut was
entrusted into your hands. This is the truth,
verily, verily, verily...

“‘After all, your are my children.
The fruit that you have eaten is as good
as being offered to me. Believe that | have
definitely received it.”...

When Pundalikrao understood this,
then his mind calmed down with Sai’s words
and his anxiety dissolved gradually...

The loss of the coconut was only a
pretext, for giving the advice to clarify the
anxiety-ridden minds. Thus all of them, who
were full of pride became free of the ego and
felt blameless, and guiltless...

The essence of this story is that those
whose minds are free of pride are qualified to
attain spirituality and can easily go across the
ocean of existence...

— Govind (Annasaheb) Raghunath
Dabholkar alias Hemadpant narrates in
Shri Sai Satcharita
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Just as by good fortune; Kabir wa din a mother-of-pearl
shell by Tamal in Bhagirathi river. e same manner, Shri
Sainath, under a Neem tree, at th g age of sixteen...
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KEY to Quiz - 2 (Chapters 3,4 & 5)
Answer to Question 1 : C - Govind Raghunath Dabholkar
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Answer to Question 11 : C - Chand Patil
Answer to Question 12 : D - Mhalsapati
Answer to Question 13 : A - Dr. Ramrao Kothare
Answer to Question 14 : C - Mohideen Tamboli
Answer to Question 15 : B - Sai Baba
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Appeal to Blood Donors

Tuesday, April 9, 2020 : Sri Arun
Dongre, the then Chief Executive Officer of
the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi
appealed to blood donors donating blood
regularly and organizations collecting blood
to register their names, mobile number and
blood group, with the Shri Sainath Blood
Bank run by the Sansthan, as there is a
possibility of the requirement of blood after
the lifting of the lockdown and daily life
returningtonormal, as a preventive measure
to contain the spread of the corona-virus.

Giving information about this in detail,
Sri Dongre stated that the Maharashtra
Government is calling up on all social
associations and organizations to organize
blood donation camps. A large number
of blood donors are themselves coming
forward for this. But since the corona
infection is an ailment of the lungs, blood
is not required most of the time. Presently
there is adequate stock of blood in the Shri
Sainath Blood Bank.

The occurrence of frequent accidents
has stopped due to the lockdown imposed
by the Government to contain the spread
of the corona pandemic. Also, the daily and
planned surgeries have been postponed
in the present circumstances except for
urgent need all patients are being notified,
at the Government level, not to go to the
hospitals. Therefore, there is no need for as
much blood.

Also, generally after the blood donation,
various types of investigations are done
and the blood is stored for 35 days in the
blood bank. Looking at the demand for

(2 )
Shirdi News
% Public Relations Office =
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi
- Translated from Marathi into English by
Vishwarath Nayar
E-mail : vishwarathnayar@gmail.com
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blood and its lasting capacity the storing
of blood becomes difficult. If there is no
demand, then there is the possibility of the
precious blood of the donors being wasted.
There is a rule that the donor donating
blood cannot donate blood for the next three
months. Therefore, by donating blood when
it is not required, there is a possibility that
there could be a shortage of regular blood
donors when the lockdown is lifted and life
is completely normal again.

For this blood donors donating blood
regularly and desirous of donating donate
blood and organizations collecting blood to
register their names, mobile number and
blood group, with the Shri Sainath Blood
Bank at Shirdi run by the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi, so that blood can
be provided by contacting the blood donors
whenever the need arises. Sri Dongre
stated that the willing blood donors and
blood collecting organizations can contact
for more information and registration on
telephone no. (02423) 258525.

Q00O

Various Preventive
Measures Against
Corona

Wednesday, April 15, 2020 : The Shri
Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir being closed for
darshan to the devotees from March 17, 2020,
due to the lockdown imposed by the Central and
State Governments as a preventive measure
to contain the spread of the corona-virus, the
Sansthan has been implementing various
measures and programmes as a preventive
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measure against the corona-virus, informed the
then Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan,
Sri Arun Dongre.

Informing about this in detail, Sri Dongre
stated that “the Central and State Governments
are well prepared to combat the corona-virus
pandemic that has caused havoc worldwide. In
the wake of this the Shree Saibaba Sansthan
Trust, Shirdi has undertaken various measures
and programmes. Under this, first of all as a
preventive measure against this pandemic a
guidance camp was conducted on March 7,
2020 by the National Disaster Response Force,
New Delhi for the officers and employees of the
Sansthan to give special information about the
corona-virus and the measures to control it.”

The State Government has issued
guidelines to contain the spread of the corona-
virus. In this, it has been instructed that there
should be no crowd or crowding at religious
locations and social places. In the wake of this,
the then committee of the Sansthan having
decided to keep the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi
Mandir closed from March 17, 2020, for darshan
by the devout, the daily religious programmes
are held regularly as always. Having taken up
the cleaning of all departments of the Sansthan,
the temple premises and the darshan line are
cleaned with liquid soap. The steel railing of
the darshan line, doors and walls are sanitized
with the germicides — Sodium Hypochlorite
and Dichloro. The entire temple premises are
fumigated, using the pesticide — Deltamethrin.
Having prepared a 10-beds isolation ward in
the Shri Sai Baba Hospital, a medical officer
and employees have been assigned at this
place. Similarly, for general awareness, as
preventive and precautionary measures,
information boards are displayed at the temple
premises, Sansthan’s buildings for devotees’
accommodation, Shri Sai Prasadalaya, both the
hospitals and other necessary locations.

Along with this the Sansthan’s Shri Sai
Prasadalaya and the rooms for devotees’
accommodation have been kept closed.
The online booking for darshan passes and
advance bookings for rooms on the Sansthan’s
website have also been suspended. The public

May-June 2020

celebrations of Shri Ram Navami festival,
scheduled to be held from April 1 to 3, 2020,
was cancelled. Since the festival was cancelled,
appealletters were sentto office bearers of palkhi
organizers, on behalf of the Sansthan, to not
come to Shirdi with palkhis. Information about
the temple being closed was communicated to
Sai devotees via e-mail, telephone, website and
the media. The Shri Sai Prasadalaya preparing
meals for 2000 people everyday from March
18, 2020, free meals are being provided twice
a day, maintaining safe distance, to all patients
and their relatives in the Shri Sainath Hospital
and Shri Sai Baba Hospital, orphanages, old-
age homes, school for the dumb and deaf,
police employees on bundobast duty in the
Shirdi region, about 250 destitute and needy
people in the palkhi shelter at Nighoj, near
Shirdi and the security, sanitation and other
employees working in the Sansthan and other
government offices. Similarly, food packets
are provided daily to the mentally challenged,
destitute, orphans, patients and their relatives
in the hospitals and the aged in the Kopargaon
region.

The then committee of the Sansthan
decided to contribute Rs. 51 crores to the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund to combat the corona-
virus pandemic crisis from March 17, 2020.
Nearly 2500 labourers were travelling to their
native villages in Rajasthan from Karnataka
state in 66 buses, due to the lockdown, on
March 29, 2020. As they came to Shirdi, food
packets were distributed to all of them on behalf
of the Sansthan. Considering the increasing
incidence of the corona-afflicted in the state and
in Ahmednagar district, the Sansthan on April
5, 2020, having prepared an 80-beds isolation
center for symptomatic patients in the 8 halls
on the ground floor of the ‘L’ wing building in the
Shri Sai Dharmashala Bhakt-niwas, necessary
facilities have been provided at this place.

Taking into account the growing numbers
of the corona afflicted and the shortage of
sanitizers, legislator Sri Rohit Pawar, under the
auspices of Baramati Agro handed over 100
liters of sanitizer to the Shri Sai Baba Sansthan’s
Shri Sai Baba Hospital, informed Sri Dongre.
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Thursday, April 23, 2020 : Sri Narayan Rajaram Bhise, Senior Priest of the temple handing over the cheque of
Rs. 21,000/- for the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund to the then Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Sri Arun

Dongre, to combat the corona-virus crisis...

Rs. 2,53,97,778/- Donation
Received Online

in 48 Days

Monday, May 4, 2020 Sri Arun
Dongre, the then Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan informed that in spite of the Shri Sai
Baba Samadhi Mandir being closed from March
17, 2020, due to the corona-virus crisis for the
devout-devotees, the Sansthan received Rs. 2
crores 53 lakhs 97 thousand 778/- as donation
from the devout-devotees online in 48 days
from March 17, 2020 to May 3, 2020.

Sri Dongre stated about this that “to combat
the corona-virus in the country and the state,
as a preventive measure and to prevent the
spread of the corona-virus among one another,
the Central and State Governments having
imposed alockdown, the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi
Mandir is closed since March 17, 2020. The

glory of Shri Sai Baba and His teachings having
reached the whole world, His devotees are there
in large numbers in the country and abroad. The
temple being closed from March 17, 2020, Sai
devotees are availing the direct darshan of Shri
Sai Baba online through Tata Sky, Sansthan’s
website and mobile App. In this, 35 lakh Sai
devotees are activated on Tata Sky, 1 lakh 22
thousand Sai devotees have downloaded the
mobile App and 8 to 9 thousand Sai devotees
visit the Sansthan’s website daily.”

Even though the temple of Shri Sai Baba
is closed to the devout-devotees for darshan,
yet the Sai devotees having continued the
tradition of offering donations to Baba, Sai
devotees from every corner of the world and
the country are sending donations online to the
Sansthan through the website and mobile App.
Rs. 2,53,97,778/- have been received from Sai
devotees online during the period of 48 days

from March 17, 2020 to May 3, 2020.
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