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SICTER g[eTev PuTTeR]
HARNTER <4 ScagHg ¥ 11911

(det auf &t eefer arel, Ster urRor f
W, TY H I o’ g, P b ARR
e g} I BT AT PR dTel gy
SSIERISIET R RCIER RSN

With matted locks, Panduranga
(Krishna/Vishnu), holding trident, the
ocean of mercy and the divine remover
of all maladies. | worship Dattatreya.
3 St ST

W TRGBY: |

STGq B |

sftecauReTHT SgaT|
sftecasficaet s s

(39 SRR 5 & B WEH
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CCSNIED)
& = & fow a1 # fafRm e
ST & 1)

For the mantras of this Dattatreya
Stotram:

Bhagavan Narad is the sage;
anushtup (four lines of eight syllables)
is the meter;

Srri Datta, the Supreme Self, is the
Deity;

it is recited in order to please Shri
Datta.

STged e o fRIfiigR gad|
HIUTTAH TR o= THISTIA 11911
(IR & g7 | a7 e derr SR
1 I, UTe 3R HER & el PRUI-

RS &, 5. 3T ¢ 3R RAIR—-FIAY

TgHY SR SiT, 3MYehT ART IR g1)
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The origin of the universe, You are its
cause, preservation and destruction,
and completely free from bondage to
the world — Dattatreya, we bow to
You.

RIS SEfgHI |
feTeREarLct qea THISTIA 1R
(ST 3R SF-JF & Tsh A Had M
aTel, 38 P SER-HR Y G P el
Y fameR-%Rey, g1 & g faug
SR Sft, JATehT AT FHEDR 2l)

The destroyer of old age and birth,
Your body is pure,

naked (sky-clad), the image of
compassion — Dattatreya, we bow
to You.

FYRBIIGE TR |
ARSI Gearg FHIST 11311
(PR 6T FHifdT & FAM IR RR del,
SEAT St DT AT DI YR = dTel AR
IG—9MRH BT Ul S G dlel S
ST, 3MYep! AR THAhR 2 l)

Your body is radiant like camphor, the
manifested image of Brahman;

You are the knower of the vedic
scriptures — Dattatreya, we bow to
You.

QI PR — AT - faafofa|
U G IS 1811
(pH! BIC g atel, B o, Pt YA
3R Y ot—Tdiel TRIX RO P AT,
AH-MA | fqaiid, dad demeTg
d gad QM SRR YRV @R dlel
SR Sff, 3MMYeh! X1 THRPR 21)

You are beyond (designations such
as) short, tall, thin, fat, name and
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lineage.
You set ablaze the five elements —
Dattatreya, we bow to You.

TSTHIT o I TSTOILRT 4|

TSR RIgH™ geamad THISTIA 1Y 11

(TSt & o, Jsi-faug IR TeT-Taey

P YR TR T, TeT F T~ g dTed,

gﬁw SR Sit, JMYhT AR THEDR
)

You are the enjoyer of sacrifice
and the sacrifice itself, the form of
sacrifice,

the lover of sacrifice, and the perfected
sage — Dattatreya, we bow to You.
NSt STEAT Heyg SR <a: waTfera: |
RIS e TSR 11§ 11

(Fdvem §gq™eY, e H Er;gm 3R
3 H Igifda ey — 3 ofiFl el
Pl YR TR dTel SR Sil, 3MIehT ART
TIRPR 2l)

In the beginning is Brahma, in the
middle is Vishnu, and at the end is
God Sadashiv.

Your nature consist of these three
Deities — Dattatreya, we bow to You.

AT YR TR TRy |
Rrafsafrasma goama T IsTga 1101
(FRT gE@-9M & Frumaey, |t
I feqal § I araad w9
YR I dTel, Rrdfeg qr Ridfear &t
g STHHR! o7 del Sdg Sft, 37!
RT TRPR 1)

You are the abode of enjoyment, and
enjoyment itself. You are the support
of those qualified for Yog.

You are the master of the senses,
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and the master of knowledge —
Dattatreya, we bow to You.

R Raam fRcawuy™a 711
WRIGAURSTEH Gea AT FHISTIA 1< 1]
(Far farR avyl, for #fd S&iR
feeRawmT YR 74 aTet, S & URsgH
URATCHT T HTETPR il Teal 2, U
SR Sft, JATTehT AT FHEDPR 2l)

Naked (sky-clad), Your form shines
with divinity.

You are the eternal Supreme Brahman
— Dattatreya, we bow to You.

S fAUHRTaSH TR TR |
ST 9F gearig FHISE 1R |
(SFGETT o faeTet &3 o eI HIATgR
TP I AT B drel, Fal %3
§a a1 TfrssT Ut v dTet S

SHY, 39T BRT TR 21)

In Jambudvipa (India), in the great
land (Maharashtra), Your abode is
Matapur.

Having conquered the mind, You are
Divinity ltself — Dattatreya, we bow
to You.

freTes TR T T 3G R
AFTRATGHAT e

eI TAISTIA 11901 |

(grer | gavimy e fory g, aM-

TH 3R TWR-tR 7 1T B arel g
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Dattatreya, we bow to You.

SEASTTIA GaT G TAThITel |
TSIE-EIYTRI GoaT3d AAISTIA 119911
(SEASTIER SHGT Sl YR = dlel
IR MTpIer TAT gedt Pl g FHwT H
YRU IxA dlel, 3T o SHgad
Y foUg arel ST SiY, YT A-T
TRDR gl)

Full of the knowledge of Brahman,
joyful and clothed in the element of
space,

Your teachings reveal the highest

wisdom — Dattatreya, we bow to
You.
3T ' |

AT TAISTIA 119211

(@Y a9 # AT FeAMG H A 8
alel JUT WReeH URUTAT & & Wy,
IRR R R Hff ;R A IR I6 N
StaTeaEedT § fRUd g dlel S
Sft, 3MYep! BRT TRPR 2l)

The avadhuta, ever-blissful, Your
nature is the Supreme Brahman.

In the form of a body, without body

consciousness — Dattatreya, we
bow to You.
AR IR |

AATSRIURIER e FHISTI 1193 11
(&I, I P HY, AGHAR P A

3 UBR & oo wareygad e wgu

FHT 3R AT Y9 Ug R 7 o

PR dTel GoaTAT Sit, 3! HRT AARDR
)

As a naked beggar You move
between homes and villages with a
golden bowl in Your hand,

collecting various delicious alms —

Y& del, A P I IR WY ®T H
TRATHT T @ 9 geq W ot Jdx
T S SiT, JTTehT AT THRDR gl)
Your form is truth, Your conduct is

pure, You follow the dharma of truth,
and Your shelter is truth, supreme
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and unending — Dattatreya, we bow
to You.

ETERTIGIUTY TTATATI DR |
SRIAEURGEHT oA THISTIA 11981
(B1Y ¥ & qUT T YRV R g,
T | gAfd ol aref, a?ﬁqggd
YR fp BU STEHURERSY Sl S,
JTpT AT TIEPR &)

You hold trident and mace and wear
a garland of forest flowers

and the sacrificial tread of a Brahmin
— Dattatreya, we bow to You.

ERTERTTH™UTT URTCURCARTT 9|

T TR QAT TSI 119411
(e (AR faeg) qom 3R (srfosmeft
TRHH]) ®Y H Fad g, R 9 ot
W, TH-UI6 A= G e Jigf e aral
AR Sft, JTehT AT THEPR &)

Your nature is both perishable and
imperishable. You have gone beyond
even the transcendental reality.
Datta, liberated and beyond praise —
Dattatreya, we bow to You

acd facareTaedler e WcHRaw gl |
TUITRURAUTT e AHISTI 119§ 11
(Y facaratt & UgH oxA drt, ofeHt
& WHl, TR BlaR IMHawy Bl 8l
UG PR dled, P TG o A
<RI AT | I It SR
SfY, JMUepT ART THRPR 21)

Datta, endowed with wisdom and the
Lord of wealth. Datta, whose nature
is the Self.

Your form is both with attributes and
without attributes — Dattatreya, we
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bow to You.
AR FIH FAFAATGISH
[AUTY eT ATRT Searg FHISTT 119011
(T8 A AT qAT SRR (T, e,
AgIe) |4l sl Bl AT B ara,
S EIREGRI
Sl P USH PR dlell g, SADI IS
P F Fft U9 depleT a5 8@ 9 g,
U 399 XA & IIRTET Sl ST, 3TIep!
IRT TRBR gl)

This
bestows knowledge and wisdom,
and pacifies all sins — Dattatreya,
we bow to You

3¢ WA HEgfeed ey &I RaH |
SEAPIIYNTGTTd ARG Uhiffani19¢ll
(I W 9gd e g, s9b e A
ST Sft T NTelTe g2 AT B, SRy
St $ e

IRE St 7 39hT =T 6l 21)

This great divine hymn grants direct
perception of reality.
I, Narad, composed it only by the
grace of Dattatreya.

TS —

hymn destroys enemies,

A & afed-Tu= glax

I15fer SAREYRTO TREfaR
acal%lwaila '\f]_?‘lcj?i‘:l\ll
39 TR &t TRg gR17 7 fAfdee qafd
ARG STt q@RT IR w1 [T g3
As mentioned in the Shri Narad
Puran, as recited by Shri Narad,
thus Shri Dattatreya Stotram is
concluded.
T
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How Shirdi Sai Baba Transformed
Dasganu Maharaj Into Narad Muni...

Persons who do available to so many people there. (Shri Sai
kirtans  (devotional singing, wusually Satcharita, Chapter 15)
accompanied by musical inStrumentS) Of the two persons, whom Sai

during festivals are called Haridas.The Baba deliberately sought early in His
Dwarkamai at Shirdi, Dasganu was
one; the other being Nanasaheb
Chandorkar. These two gentle men
were responsible for making Sai
Baba a household name in Western
Maharashtra, particularly in Bombay
City and Thana, Kolaba and Ratnagiri
districts. Dasganu as an itinerant minstrel
and Nanasaheb Chandorkar as a revenue
official on camp, in the far flung Taluka
places, spread the name and fame of Sai
Baba in the region referred to above.

There will be hardly a person amongst
the devotees of Sai Baba, who has not
heard the name and fame of Dasganu.

audience, who come to hear the
kirtans have different tastes. Some like
the erudition of the Haridas, some his
gestures, some his singing, some his witand
humour, some his preliminary dissertationon
vedant, and some others, his main stories
and so on; but among them, there were
very few, who by hearing the kirtan got faith
and devotion or love for God or saints.

The effect of hearing Dasganu’s
kirtan on the minds of audience was,
however, electric, as it were. Dasganu
Maharaj, by his splendid kirtans, spread
the fame of Shirdi Sai Baba in the Konkan
(BombayPresidency).Infact,itwas Dasganu
Maharaj - May God bless him - who, by his
beautiful and inimitable kirtans, made Baba
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Before turning to kirtankar, he was a
Havaldar in police. Whilst performing his
kirtans, it was Dasganu’s custom to exhibit

a portrait of Sai Baba on a pedestal before
starting his kirtan and rapidly setting out
his experiences of Baba and the miracles
He worked, His service to the sick and
ailing, and how be assuaged the agonies and
miseries, and helped to solve the temporal
and spiritual problems of all, who sought
His help.

When Baba first met Dasganu,
the latter was still in service in the police
force of the then Bombay Presidency.
His full name was Ganapat Dattatreya
Sahasrabuddhe. He was a tamasha fan.
After a good deal of persuasion, he left
the police service, and joined Baba’s
band-wagon. The progress then
became rapid. By Baba's grace and
inspiration, he started writing metrical
compositions. Amongst his
compositions are (1) Bhakta
Leelamrut and Sant-Kathamrut (life
stories of modern saints), (2) Ishavasya
Bhavartha Bodhini and (3) Sai
Stavanmanjari.

Bhakta Leelamrut, cited above
carries three full chapters depicting a
glowing account of  Sai Baba.
Sant-Kathamrut, in its 57" Chapter,
sets out in detail Baba’'s discourse on
dnyan given to Nanasaheb Chandorkar
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on one occasion. It is a veritable mine of
Advait philosophy. Ishavasya Bhavartha
Bodhini, an elucidation of the substance
of Isha Upanishad, was undertaken by
Dasganu for the benefit of Marathi
readers, at the instance of Sai Baba. He
worked on it strenuously for a long time
and had proceeded far into it, when doubts
began to assail him. He discussed the
matter with a few learned and scholarly
persons with a view to resolve the doubts.
Some of them were dispelled, but not all.
A crucial doubt remained unresolved and
Dasganu started smarting. At about this
time, he happened to go to Shirdi. Sai Baba,
jestingly, inquired about his well-being.

Dasganu bitterly flung back to say that at
Sai Baba’s instance, he had launched upon
the translation of Isha Upanishad, but
stumbled on the road, and his mind was
uncertain, whether he had understood the
real import or kernel of the Upanishad. Baba
then asked him, what his difficulty was.
Dasganu explained the difficulty and
enthusiastically  looked  forward to
Baba’s assistance. Baba patiently told
Dasganu that his doubt would be resolved
by the maid-servant of Kaka Dixit at Vile
Parle, when he would go there. And, true to
Baba’'s words, whilst washing early
morning Kaka’s household utensils
the maid-servant, of tender age, was
heard singing a tune, which brought a
wisp of fresh air, opening the portals of

@
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Dasganu’s befuddled mind, and the

difficulty was resolved. (Shri Sai Satcharita,
Chapter 20)

zim{e;

The point at stake was “how
human happiness or sorrow arose”. Did it
depend on external environments or was it
embedded in the human mind itself? The
song sung by the maid-servant, who was
seen to be dressed in tattered clothes,
came out of the fullness of her heart. In
other words, happiness or misery is a
vrutti (modification) of the mind, and did
not depend on the external conditions
impinging on the mind. It is truly said that
the “mind is its own place, and in itself can
make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven.”

The other lesson, which Sai Baba
wanted to bring home to Dasganu,
was that wisdom was not confined to
celebrities; it could as well come from
an uncouth, illiterate person like the

November-December 2020

maid-servant, who was as much the
hanwork of God as a socialized celebrity
like Sai Baba Himself.

The seed of spiritual life was planted
by Sai Baba in Dasganu and with Baba’s
blessings, it sprouted into a full-blown
flower. Otherwise, service in the police
department and his love of tamasha,
an erotic dramatization of rural life, ran
counter to the  germination of
spiritualgrowth. Sai Baba’s blessings carried
Dasganu on the crest of a wave of
popularity, and he became a missionary to
spread Sai Baba’'s message amongst the
masses, who were steeped in ignorance,
intolerance, superstitions and all sorts of
preconceived ideas of life.
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Sai Baba assigned to Dasganu
the fourth Ramnavami celebrations at
Shirdi. The first three celebrations had been
carried out without the participation of
Dasganu. The fourth and all subsequent
celebrations, till His demise, were the
handiwork of Dasganu.

Kirtankars, in Maharashtra, usually

wear a dhoti up to the knees, with a waist
coat or shirt and a turban.

Once, while powering himself up to set
out for kirtan, Dasganu Maharaj dressed up
in taste, and placed a glittering turban on
his head. Just prior to his leaving Shirdi
for Thane for performing kirtan, he came
to the Dwarkamai-Masjid to seek Baba’s
permission. (Thane is a city in the
Indian state of Maharashtra, situated in the
Konkan division. It is a part of the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region.)

Sai looked at him with His
quizzing eyes, wondering what prompted
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him to dress up like a bridegroom. Baba
asked him, why he came dressed in that
fashion. Then, Baba asked him to shun this
spectacular display of pomp and pageantry
by removing all the paraphernalia, including
the turban that rested proudly on his head.

Dasganu immediately withdrew the
entire kit of pompous garments - the coat,
the uparani (Uparani is the name for the
traditional upper dhotar. Dhotar is
the Marathi term for dhoti.), and the
pheta (Pheta is the Marathi name for the
traditional turban worn in Maharashtra),
and placed them at Baba’s feet. (Shri Sai
Satcharita, Chapter 15)

Sai Baba, simultaneously,
reminded him of the tradition of Narad
Muni, who strolled the three worlds for his
sankirtans bare-bodied, only in a loin cloth.
The sage Narad, the celestial kirtankar - from
whom the kirtan paddhati originated, wore
nothing on his upper body and head. He
carried a ‘veena’ in his hand and wandered
from place to place, singing the glory of
the Lord. (Veena is a classical instrument
basically a plucked stringed instrument.).

Ever afterwards, in all weather,
Dasganu performed his kirtans
bare-bodied. He was always bare from his
waist up, with a pair of ‘chiplis’ in his hand,
and a garland around his neck.

Sai Baba’s advice stuck to him through
his lifetime. Baba gave Dasganu great
wisdom and ability to grasp the essence of
His message.

Thus, Shirdi Sai Baba transformed
Dasganu Maharaj into Narad Muni.

What a transformation!

— Dr. Subodh Agarwal

‘Shirdi Sai Dham’,

29, Tilak Road, Dehra Dun - 248 001,
Uttarakhand.

Mobile : (0)9897202810

E-mail : subodhagarwal27@gmail.com
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TSt @Te e — oft |y ATH = ?

HTE &1 19 8 - @rfl, Afees, 39K,
STCHT, T A Wl 37 Uy & & 7| @ veft
g3 o A % G T @ @Al 7, adq1 TG
T eft Fregt i 3wy ot 31 Ty TS T
grETieih 9 | Wed I § 39~ 39 IR |
Siqe, 319 q9T AT ht ST 1 TEea e
2| e 50 grer % yuM T Td TRIET § 3R
39 99 < AN ! 319 1 IS THT A€ B

T TEICH o ITfhal FEEAl 1 AT
2 5w, e Befd s, fow, wew &
AR ¥ | THEA I HIEM e o A1 & ST

ST 21 WA gedt™ | srgn, fasy, mew, S

A 3cfcd, fEufd R Hdererdl 8, &1 gaEw
Bl WA gand H §gHie i 9gE Srgfadi
IAcifehen feea Sl <1 THTE B % SR 38
Tal & &9 ° I=9 T fean S 2

MeATfcHeh qH hl 3Ty TT[E ol
ITIHTIT | I BIdl & G of BT i | 71 W
= firnd 2 ; gafee Sfte § wgs 1 fae
Tgcd 3| TgTE off TTE I geand TadR g adn
3! I WG, e o €9 | i S 3

30 THR T FE S TGhaT & R O TR
TaTHt 7, Wik 7, $YeR & 3T AR STeHT 21 |
o 1Y 1Y T ¢ W GFee o e a1 AW
€ a1 7 3R Teand i Gt gH
R 3T s, fawy, wew i wifadat
fafga & st & qen e ' e & =g
ST T St \TE Y HE B TR H
g, O 9 gUR @, wifetsh, SR,
SATCHT 3R &I &9 HL gART W=
T HEE ik BARI hiSH Siia 21 i
AT ¥ IR L e B

oft gy (oft @ @mer) A 9
3R 37T S HEl g3, ¥ TH WA g,
Frrent Stere fopet & qre 71 81 3=
| 319 Sfie 1 ek wreT fewmn uh g
|| afese ¥ femmn, 59 3 garemE e
i EAURIERC R I PR
HehL o ®9 H @M H i T
&/ 9
E N 5 gftem a9 SEieh gaTiehl %
gfd #gdT 3R I & SR H M
3% fog o o @feem, ot =g mn
J femar fean o, 39t 71 i Wfd R,
| TR 71 =8 g
o =gy | fag & A gEeHH
b Tt % uld T WiE @1 SR e
| ft 39 919 1 Ieoi@ &l TR T ag
form sfa & 8 o1 o | =14 gAE
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HHEd, Y9 TR AT 1 AT 96 HHT q
3T wrf=ied ° 5 off o1, 38 fe foreht Sigvma
% ITeh! HIT I 83| Ieh $H! HGATBR A 375
oft TrETe o feT| BT 3Rt JE AW k|
TS, SHeh! Th U=h T 2

off W ST AT T Leuy STt A Tgedt
ar ol # femr @) 38 wwa eht 39 wied
Trerg @t 1 oft| frdf o S 4 3% ueeft AR
T W %k g@ o A= @ty # oA @ 3w
%A 3§ G-, E-wm i & ot e
foRdl S leT ToRT A §Y T@ H AN B
g1 AMT=E gAT| @ SR o fi gfd 5
q dR-dR g Il w1 wF AE R 3 5.
Ty Tl # '@ = w7 foreft @ 8 e fomm
I F81 § It T | I HS Al b oG ATHT
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L gL TN TR, 3TN 3o TeaTd &1 o 915
M ¥ uigy U

et Teel | 1 oh1 31 oqrn g fob s
g fore) oft fowa § = 9 e 9 qon
hao HieT s Tifed & forgent fom 2

S I h HERET hd @ I8 A1 hEd
21 W€ 9 A1 g A ohl WETEAT i, IThI &
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HRIERE I HEICIRIRIET

ot argy 1 BE 6 5 am 3E |
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! Tl & Y eA-sie = @ A| I'H 3T
ST STt T 3Tehi UHT efieTd U wHcsh R fe@m,
a8 AT = 37 $9aX 1 |1ETd §9 Hegd Rl
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Temple will Open
for Darshan!
Sunday, November 15, 2020

The Maharashtra state government having

ordered the opening of all religious places in

Maharashtra state from November 16, 2020,

Sri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive Officer of

the Sansthan, has informed that 6000 devout-

devotees will be allowed to avail the darshan
in the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir daily,
children below the age of 10, pregnant women,

individuals above 65 years and Sai devotees
not wearing a mask will not be given entry.

Sri Bagate stated that due to the corona-
virus crisis worldwide, in the country and
the state, the government having declared
a lockdown as a preventive measure, the
Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir was closed
for darshan for the devout-devotees since
March 17, 2020. On November 14, 2020 the
Maharashtra state government has ordered the
opening of all religious places in Maharashtra
from the auspicious new year day of November
16, 2020. The corona threat not having ceased

s )
Shirdi News
# Public Relations Officer ::
Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi
- Translated from Marathi into English by
Vishwarath Nayar
E-mail : vishwarathnayar@gmail.com
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yet, a planning meeting was organized at the
Shri Sai meeting hall under the presidentship of
the District Collector, Sri Rajendra Bhosale, to
implement various measures by the Sansthan,
from the viewpoint of the health of the devout-
devotees, to open the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi
Mandir for darshan to the devout-devotees.
The Superintendent of Police, Sri Manoj Patil,
Member of Parliament, Sri Sadashiv Lokhande,
Legislator, Sri Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil,
Additional Police Superintendent, Sri Agarwal,
Pranth Officer, Sri Govind Shinde, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, Sri Rahul Madane,
Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan,
Sri Ravindra Thakare, Tehsildar, Sri Kundan
Hire and the Sansthan’s Chief Accounts Officer,
Sri Babasaheb Ghorpade, giving guiding
suggestions at this meeting, inspected the
darshan line and the Shri Sai Prasadalaya.

After the kakad aarati on November 16,
2020, the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir will
be opened for darshan, it was informed. 6000
devout-devotees will be given entry for darshan
throughout the day. Of this 3000 will be paid
passes and 3000 will be free passes. Devout-
devotees will have to book passes online on the
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website online.sai.org.in for darshan. Similarly,
those devout-devotees who come to Shirdi will
have to book offline for passes for darshan.
Arrangements have been made for the offline
darshan passes at all the Niwas-sthans. Of
the 3000 offline passes 1000 passes will be
given to the villagers of Shirdi from 5.45 a.m. to
6.15 a.m. at the darshan pass counters in the
Sansthan’s Sai Ashram 1, Shri Sai Baba Bhakta
Niwas-sthan (500 rooms), Dwarawati Bhakta
Niwas-sthan and Shirdi bus depot. Similarly, a
total of 60 devout-devotees will be given entry
for every aarati. Of these, 10 passes will be
given to Shirdi villagers, who come first at every
aarati. The 10 aarati passes for the villagers will
be issued at the Sai Udyan Niwas-sthan, for
this it will be necessary to show voter identity
card and aadhar card. Without that entry inside
the temple will not be given. VIP, VVIP and
donor devout-devotees will be given 50 aarati
passes. Also, paid darshan passes will be
issued from the pass distribution section at the
public relations office in front of gate number 1.
It is mandatory for all devout-devotees to use
mask while going for darshan. Devout-devotees
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not wearing mask, children below 10 years of
age, pregnant women and individuals above 65
years of age will not be given entry inside the
temple and taking flowers, garlands and worsip
materials inside the temple is prohibited.

Entry for darshan to devout-devotees to be
given from gate number 2, going to the Samadhi
Mandir through Dwarkamai, taking darshan
there, they will exit through gate number 5
via Gurusthan. Arrangements for sanitization,
thermal screening and feet washing will be
provided in the darshan line. Also, those devout-
devotees having fever will be immediately sent
to the COVID care hospital for check-up and
treatment, Sri Bagate informed.

Similarly, only those devout-devotees,
whose online booking for darshan have been
confirmed, only they should come for darshan
to Shirdi, or else they could be inconvenienced.
Also, those devout-devotees who are sick
should not come for darshan. Sri Bagate
appealed to all devout-devotees to co-operate
with the Sansthan.

Q00
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8290 Devout-Devotees
Avail Darshan on First Day

Monday, November 16, 2020 : The Shri
Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir having opened for
the darshan for the devout-devotees from today
on November 16 after the kakad aarati early
morning on the orders of the state government,
about 8290 Sai devotees availed the darshan
of the Samadhi of Shri Sai Baba throughout the
day following social distancing norms, informed
Sri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive Officer of
the Sansthan.

Sri Bagate stated, ‘the government having
imposed a lockdown as a preventive measure
due to the corona-virus crisis in the country and
the state, the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir
was kept closed for the darshan of Sai devotees
since march 17. On November 14, 2020, the
state government ordered the opening of all
religious places in Maharashtra from November
16, the auspicious new year day. Also, since the

threat of the corona-virus has not ceased yet, to
enable the easy darshan of Shri Sai Baba and
from their health point of view, the Sansthan
has made arrangements for sanitization in the
darshan line, conducting thermal screening and
facility for washing the feet while entering the
darshanline.Allowing entry to the devout arriving
for the darshan through gate number 2, going
through Dwarkamai and having the darshan in
the Samadhi Mandir, exiting from gate number
5 via Gurusthan, was the route provided. Due
to the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir being
opened for the darshan of the devout after
about 8 months, 8290 Sai devotees due to over
enthusiasm availed the darshan of the Samadhi
of Shri Sai Baba following social distancing
norms. These included a large number of
Shirdi villagers and the surrounding regions of
Shirdi. And attractive floral decorations were
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done in the temple and the temple premises.’

Today, early morning after the kakad
aarati, Sai devotees were given entry from
gate number 2 for the darshan into the Shri
Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir. Also, the prasad-
meal for the Sai devotees was started in the
Shri Sai Prasadalay. Today, about 3000 Sai
devotees availed the prasad-meals throughout
the day. The first 5 Sai devotees, who came
for the prasad-meal here and the first 10 Shirdi
villagers and 10 Sai devotees, who came for
the mid-day aarati at 12 noon were accorded a
traditional welcome by showering of flowers and
sounding of musical instruments. Rs. 2.5 lakhs
donations were received from Sai devotees in

the donation office, Sri Bagate informed.

Sai devotees are expressing satisfaction
due to the opening of the temple of Shri Sai
Baba and the measures taken by the Sansthan.
Similarly, in the wake of the corona pandemic,
while opening the temple for the darshan of
the devout, the Deputy Chief Executive Officer
of the Sansthan, Sri Ravindra Thakare, Chief
Accounts Officer, Sri Babasaheb Ghorpade, all
administrative officers, all head of departments
and employees under the guidance of the Chief
Executive Officer, Sri Kanhuraj Bagate are
making efforts for successfully planning the
darshan and arrangements.

Q00

Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi has appealed to the office bearers of the palkhi
mandals to refrain from coming to Shirdi with the padayatris accompanying palkhis.
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Blood Donation Camp
Inaugurated with Blood Donated
by the Sansthan’s Chief Executive Officer
Sri Kanhuraj Bagate
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Tuesday, November 24, 2020 : The
blood donation camp organized at the Shri Sai
Ashram 1 (1000 rooms) by the Shree Saibaba
Sansthan Trust, Shirdi was inaugurated by Sri
Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan, by being the first to donate blood.

The corona-virus (COVID-19) pandemic,
still raging, the state government as a
preventive measure due to the corona-virus
threat imposed a lockdown from March 17.
Presently the lockdown being gradually lifted,
life of the people is returning to normal as
before. Therefore, the shortage of blood is
continuing to be felt for the day-to-day patients
and planned and emergency surgeries. Thus,
blood donation being the highest form and
sacred donation, the Sansthan organized a
blood donation camp at the Shri Sai Ashram1
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan inaugurated

the camp by himself donating blood at the
camp. Sri Ravindra Thakare, Deputy Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Dr. Akash
Kisave and Sri Dilip Ugale, Administrative
Officers, Dr. Vijay Narode, Medical Director and
Dr. Maithili Pitambare, Medical Superintendent,
were present on the occasion.

118 blood donors at this blood donation
camp, including Shirdi villagers, Sai devotees,
departmental heads of various departments and
employees of the Sansthan, were presented a
certificate, blood donor card and a motivational
3-D image of Shri Sai Baba and Udi, by the
Sansthan.

Dr. Vijay Narode, Medical Director of
the Hospital, Dr. Maithili Pitambare, Medical
Superintendent and male and female nurses
and employees took special efforts for the
successful conduct of the said camp.

Q00
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Wednesday, November 25, 2020 :
Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir having opened
for the devout-devotees from November 16,
in the wake of the spread of the corona-virus
(COVID-19), to facilitate the pilgrimage to Shirdi
and the easy darshan of Shri Sai Baba for the
devout-devotees, the Sansthan has started the
24 hours, permanent helpline section for the
service of the devout-devotees, control room
and WhatsApp facilities.

Presently, since the corona-virus
(COVID-19) pandemic is on, the government
has imposed a lockdown, as a preventive
measure, since March 17, 2020. As per the
state government’s order on November 14,
2020, the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir has
been opened from November 16, 2020 for the
darshan of the devout-devotees. The spectre
of corona is still raging. Since the temple has
opened, thousands of devout-devotees are
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coming to Shirdi for the darshan of Shri Sai
Baba’s Samadhi. Prior to coming to Shirdi and
post arrival, to facilitate providing information
about the stay, meals, medical services and
complete information about the darshan, easily
and conveniently and to prevent them from
being cheated, the Sansthan has set up the
helpline cell and control room. This cell will be
opened 24 hours permanently for the devout-
devotees.

For this, the Sansthan has provided,
the helpline mobile numbers +917588374469/

+917588373189/+917588375204, control
room mobile numbers +917588371245/
+917588372254 and WhatsApp number

+919403825314. Therefore, devout-devotees
can contact on the said numbers, for more
information, the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust,
Shirdi has appealed.

000
R 08,09,8,148 Donatfiom
During the Period November 16 to 24, 2020...

Wednesday, November 25, 2020 :
The Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir having
opened for the devout on the orders of the state

government, 48,224 Sai devotees availed the
darshan of Shri Sai Baba during the period
from November 16 to 24, 2020. And, during
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this period the Sansthan received donations of
Rs.3,09,83,148 in different forms from the Sai
devotees.

The spectre of corona-virus (COVID-19)
pandemic, still raging, due to the corona-virus
crisis, the state government had imposed a
lockdown since March 17.as a preventive
measure. The Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir
having opened for the devout on the orders of
the state government from November 16, about
48,224 Sai devotees availed the darshan of
Shri Sai Baba during the period from November
16 to November 24, 2020. In this, having
included time base, public relations office and
online services, Rs. 61,04,600/- was received
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through the online and paid darshan/aarati
passes. Also, during this period about 80,000
Sai devotees availed prasad-meal in the Shri
Sai Prasadalaya.

Similarly, during this period from
November 16 to November 24, donations of Rs.
3,09,83,148/- were received in cash. In this, the
count in the donation boxes amounted to Rs.
1,52,57,102/-, donation counters Rs. 33,06,632,
debit-credit cards, online, cheques, D.D.s
donations and money orders Rs. 1,22,50,822/-
and foreign currency of 6 countries amounting
to approximately Rs. 1,68,592/-. And, the
Sansthan received 64.500 grammes of gold
and 3801.300 grammes of silver in the form of
donations.
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Thursday, November 26, 2020 : Sri Sadashiv Das, Chairman of Shri Saikripa Charitable
Trust in Bhuvaneshwar, Odisha state donated Rs. 1 lakh worth of COVID protective materials and
Rs. 1 lakh cash for annadan, thus totalling Rs. 2 lakhs in donation. He handed over these donations
to the Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan, Sri Ravindra Thakare. The COVID protective
materials included 5000 units of surgical masks, 8500 units hand-gloves, 400 units face shields and
125 litres sanitizer.
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Thursday, November 26, 2020 : The
Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir having been
opened for the darshan of the devout on the
orders of the state government subject to certain
terms/conditions, the Padmasri Vitthalrao
Vikhe Patil Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana Limited,
Pravaranagar, donated 5000 litres of sanitizer to
the Sansthan for the protection of Sai devotees.

Presently, with the corona-virus
(COVID-19) pandemic still active, the
government had imposed a lockdown from
March 17, as a preventive measure due
to the corona-virus crisis. As per the state

government’s order, the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi

Mandir has been opened for the darshan of the
devout from November 16, subject to some
terms/conditions. The spectre of corona having
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not waned as yet, the Sansthan has provided
sanitization in the darshan line, thermal
screening and arrangement to wash feet while
entering the darshan line, from the viewpoint
of the health of the Sai devotees. Since more
quantities of sanitizer would be utilized, the
Sansthan had appealed to each sanitizer
manufacturing sugar factories adjoining Shirdi
to donate 5000 litres of sanitizer.

Accordingly,  former  Minister  Sri
Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil and Member of
Parliament Sri Sujaydada Vikhe Patil on behalf
of the Padmasri Vitthalrao Vikhe Patil Sahakari
Sakhar Karkhana Limited, Pravaranagar,
having already donated 1675 litres of sanitizer
to the Sansthan, will be donating the balance
sanitizer in phases as per the requirement.
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Saturday, November 28, 2020 : The
Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir having been
opened for the darshan of the devout on the
orders of the state government, 91,136 Sai
devotees availed the darshan of Shri Sai
Baba during the period from November 16 to
November 27, 2020. During this period about
1,10,000 Sai devotees availed the prasad-meal
at Shri Sai Prasadalaya,informed Sri Kanhuraj
Bagate, Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan.

Kanhuraj Bagate stated that presently,
with the corona-virus (COVID-19) pandemic
still raging, the government had imposed a
lockdown from March 17, as a preventive
measure. As per the state government’s
order, the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir has
been opened for the darshan of the devout
from November 16, subject to some terms/
conditions. The spectre of the corona-virus
having not ended as yet, only a specified
number of the devout are being given entry into
the temple for the darshan of Shri Sai Baba, by
maintaining social distancing. Hence, to avoid
any inconvenience, Sai devotees should come
to Shirdi for the darshan of Shri Sai Baba only
after confirming their online booking. Similarly,
the Shree Saibaba Sansthan Trust, Shirdi is
appealing to Sai devotees time and again to
refrain the office bearers of the palkhi mandals

from coming to Shirdi with the palkhis along
with the padayatris.

During the period from November 16
to November 27, 2020, 91,136 Sai devotees
availed the darshan of Shri Sai Baba through
online, time base and paid darshan passes
and about 1,10,000 Sai devotees availed the
prasad-meal at Shri Sai Prasadalaya. Similarly,
during this period, stay arrangement for 21,124
Sai devotees was made at the Sansthan’s Sai
Ashram Bhaktaniwas, Dwaravati Bhaktaniwas,
Sai Dharmashala, Shri Sai Baba Bhaktaniwas-
sthan (500 rooms) and Saiprasad Niwas,
informed Sri Kanhuraj Bagate.
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In the shastras, for the different epochs
different, means are prescribed for
attaining nirvan. Penance for the Krita
Yug, knowledge for the Treta Yug, sacrifice
for the Dwapar Yug and charity for the
Kali Yug.

Performance of charity and righteous
action is always important. Pacifying
hunger is the best of all. Therefore, giving
food in charity should be done regularly.
It takes precedence over all other actions.
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Monday, November 30, 2020 : The
Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir having been
opened for the darshan of the devout on the
orders of the state government subject to
certain terms/conditions, the Chairman of
the Sanjeevani Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana in
Kopargaon, Sri Bipindada Kolhe and Legislator
Sou. Snehalatatai Kolhe donated 2250 litres of
sanitizer to the Sansthan, for the protection of
Sai devotees.

Presently, with the corona-virus
(COVID-19) pandemic still raging, as per the
state government’s order, the Shri Sai Baba
Samadhi Mandir has been opened for the
darshan of the devout from November 16,
subject to some terms/conditions. In the wake
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of the spread of the corona-virus, from the
view-point of the health of Sai devotees, since
larger quantities of sanitizer would be used in
the temple and the darshan line, every sanitizer
manufacturing sugar factory adjoining Shirdi
were appealed to donate 5000 litres of sanitizer
to the Sansthan.

Accordingly, the Chairman of the
Sanjeevani Sahakari Sakhar Karkhana in
Kopargaon, Sri Bipindada Kolhe and Legislator
Sou. Snehalatatai Kolhe having donated 450
units (jars) of sanitizer (each having 5 litres),
totalling 2250 litres of sanitizer to the Sansthan,
will be donating the balance sanitizer in phases
as per the Sansthan’s requirement.
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Thursday, December 3, 2020 : Sri Hasan Mushrif, Rural Development Minister, Maharashtra
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state and Guardian Minister of Ahmednagar district availed the darshan of Shri Sai Baba’s
Samadhi. Sri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive Officer of the Sansthan was present on the

occasion.
€D)



IR HINEEH

Thursday, December 3, 2020 : Some
devotees have complained to the Sansthan
administration about those devotees, who
are not appropriately attired in the Shri Sai
Baba Samadhi Mandir. Regarding that the
administration had requested and appealed to
come to the temple for the darshan dressing
decently and in keeping with the Indian culture.
Sri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive Officer of
the Sansthan informed that such boards were
also put up on the temple entry gates.

Sri Kanhuraj stated that ‘some
devotees have complained to the Sansthan’s
administration that devotees coming for the
darshan to the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir
are not decently dressed. Taking cognisance of
these complaints, the Sansthan administration
appealingly requested to come to the temple
for the darshan dressed fully decently and such
boards have also been put up on the temple
entry gates. Today, being a Thursday, about
9000 Sai devotees having availed the darshan
of Shri Sai Baba, when all these Sai devotees
were asked for their reaction to the boards put
up on the entry gates, not a single devotee
objected to it and noted their opinion that the

November-December 2020

said decision was appropriate. The Sansthan,
not compelling Sai devotees about this, only
made this appeal’.

Also, since the corona-virus is presently
still raging, as per the state government’s
order, the Shri Sai Baba’s Samadhi Mandir has
been opened for the darshan of Sai devotees
from November 16, subject to certain terms/
conditions. Considering the emergence of the
corona-virus, from the health point of view
of the Sai devotees, the Sansthan has taken
measures to sanitize in the darshan line, to
do thermal screening and to arrange facility to
wash feet while entering the darshan line. Sai
devotees are expressing satisfaction about
these arrangements. Also, since the opening
of the temple, the Sansthan taking care of the
health of the employees, till date not a single
employee has been found to be corona-virus
infected. Along with this, the name and mobile
number of Sai devotees come for the darshan
being noted, those Sai devotees are contacted
after 2 to 3 days and information is collected
about their health, informed Sri Kanhuraj
Bagate.
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Tuesday, December 8, 2020 : Sri
Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief Executive Officer of the
Sansthan informed that 15,506 Sai devotees
noted their reaction during the period from
December 3 to December 7, 2020, about the
requesting appeal put up on the temple entry
gates by the Shri Sai Baba Sansthan Trust,
Shirdi, about coming to the temple for the
darshan completely attired decently and in
keeping with the Indian culture.

Sri Kanhuraj Bagate stated, ‘some
devotees have complained to the Sansthan’s
administration that devotees coming for the
darshan to the Shri Sai Baba Samadhi Mandir
are not decently dressed. Taking cognisance of
these complaints, the Sansthan administration
made a requesting appeal to come to the

temple for the darshan dressed fully decently
and such boards have also been put up on the
temple entry gates. The Sansthan, not having
compelled any devout about this, only made
this appeal. Yet, to know the opinion of Sai
devotees about these boards, the Sansthan
arranged an opinion registration book and
forms in the darshan line.

Accordingly, during the period from
December 3 to December 7, 2020, about
15,599 Sai devotees, who came for the darshan
of Shri Sai Baba, registered their opinion about
the boards displayed on the temple entry gates.
In this, 15,506 Sai devotees having not taken
any kind of objection, opined that the said
decision was absolutely appropriate. And, 93
Sai devotees opined that this decision was
inappropriate, stated Sri Kanhuraj Bagate.
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Tuesday, December 29, 2020 :
Sonakshi, a Sai devotee from the transvestite
community in Chandigarh and herten associates
donated Rs. 11 lakhs in cash to the Shri Sai
Baba Sansthan. Sri Kanhuraj Bagate, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sansthan felicitated
them on the occasion and thanked them. On
the occasion, Sai devotee Sonakshi and her
10 associates stated that ‘we all have come to
Shirdi from Chandigarh, visiting many places on
the way. Taking the darshan of Shri Sai Baba
we all attain internal peace. We got to see good
discipline here. Excellent measures have been
taken in the wake of COVID-19 by the Shri Sai
Baba Sansthan. All Sai devotees are seen to be
wearing mask and following the norms of social
distancing. There is no complaint from anybody
about the darshan arrangements.’

The arrangements made by the Sansthan
in the wake of COVID-19 being in the interest
of the health of Sai devotees, everyone should
avail the darshan of Shri Sai Baba, following the
rules, stating so Sonakshi and her associates
prayed at the feet of Sai to end the spectre of
corona soon.

These Sai devotees having given
donation, being provided the free darshan-
aarati pass from the Sansthan, humbly declining
it, preferred to take the darshan through the
prescribed darshan-line only. In the background
of alleged news of donations being demanded
from some women devotees for darshan-aarati,
this gesture is certainly touching. The Sansthan
expressed heartfelt gratitude to all of them.
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SHRI SAI PROMISES :-

“Whoever puts his feet on the Shirdi
soil, all his sufferings would come to an end...

Even after I cast off this body, I shall ever

come running to the help of my devotees...

He, whose faith is steadfast at my feet
and continuously chants ‘Sai’, ‘Sai’, will be
filled with my grace and blessings...”
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